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) Native Opinion (2) of the 29th December notices the substance of the 
Factory Bill published in the Hindu Patriot of Caleutta, =  =— 
_Says that if the Factory Bill and remarks that before ng this measure Govern- 4 
a pena its effect will be to ment should ascertain whether its tendency will be 
he growth of the rising hanaMital %% de OF idbn Saket Ale 
cotton: industry of India. neficial. iousands of labourers maintain them- 
selves by working in these mills, and had*it not been 
for the existence of these useful institutions they would have died during the ‘ae 
late famine. Again, the mill-operatives do not complain of the numberof hours ‘f 
during which work is exacted from them, nor do the employers insist upon 
their men working for any stated time. There is also no ground for thinking 
that the health of these operatives is affected injuriously by the work which 
they have todo. Asa matter of fact, children working in these mills enjoy 
better health than those who attend our schools. ‘The Bill is, therefore, not ~§ . 
demanded by considerations of health. Its only effect will be to stop the ; 
growth of the rising cotton industry of India. The prohibition of the employ- 
ment of children under seven and a reduction in the number of working hours 
in the case of grown up labourers, will entail a loss both on the mill-owners and 
on the operatives. The former will suffer on account of the reduced quantit 
of cloth which the mills will turn out; and the latter will lose because sack 
labourer will get less for working a shorter time. Such a state of things will, 
no doubt, gladden the hearts of the mill-owners of Manchester. The cotton 
industry’ of India is new and rising, and will require the fostering care of Govern- 
| ment for its expansion. This Bill will retard its progress, and poor people will 
2 be deprived of the means of earning their livelihood. These facts should receive 
the careful consideration of Government. 


; - FF 7 


The same, in ‘an article on the license-tax, says that the Vernacular Press 

ich thn Qeemanies, OC passed with the ostensible object of preventing 
should take measures to allay Vernaculur journals from spreading discontent among 
the discontent caused by the the people. If this be so, then it behoves Government 
proceedings of the officials to use every effort to allay the dissatisfaction which 
rake anty of col- is engendered by the conduct of its own officials. 
ee Pan : Here the writer states that although agriculturists are 
specially exempted from the operation of the license-tax, yet persons who keep 
cows, buffaloes, and other animals solely for agricultural purposes are brought 
within its pale if they happen to sell any surplus milk or ghee which they 
may have. Again, a list of mill-operatives who work by contract has been 
demanded with the intention of taxing them. This is unjust inasmuch as they v3 
are mere labourers and can in no way be considered traders. Itis also said ee 
that landlords take bonds from their tenants so as to secure the landlords’ share 
of the produce of the land. Both these classes of persons are considered traders 
on account of this transaction, and are thus brought within the provisions’ of 


the law. Similarly, agriculturists who accumulate large stores of grain with oe 
the view of selling at some future time when a favorable opportunity presents “i 
itself, are treated as if they were traders. These proceedings are calculated to 4 
irritate and annoy the people. a 


The same, in an article headed ‘ Mysore,” says that when the time comes 
Hope that the intention of {0F Yestoring this territory to its acknowledged ruler, = = 
the British Government to the British Government intends to retain Bangalore == — 
retain Bangalore in exchange in exchange for Serigapatam, and that the minds of Ke 
for Seringapatam may not be the people are unsettled because of this. Bangalore = 
carried out. : “eae” | d is. besides hie, uf 
is the first city in Mysore, and 18, besides, superior fo 
Seringapatam in point of population, climate, and revenue, and, therefore, the pees 
exchange will not be a fair one. Moreover, the Raja of Mysore has to pay ~~ 
a large tribute to the British Government, and is also liab e for eavy payments © = 
on account of the existing E If to this is added the cost of — 
the famins 
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of a guardian to a minor, is a proceeding which will be open to much misunder- 
ding. This subject might be app: ly discussed when the Mahdrdja 


becomes ripe in years and understanding. 
The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 30th December, in an article on the armies 
O 


Native States, says that it is unjust to compel the 


Says that the armies of native princes to reduce or abolish their armies, or to 


ive 8 ect] oe aa 
loyal, nad that the ns t fa amalgamate them with the British forces. Such ‘a 


unjust to reduce or abolish step can only be justified on the ground that the ex- 


them. istence of these armies ma prove dangerous 
to the continuance of British rule. This fear is entirely 


groundless. In the mutiny of 1857, when there was a probability of the extinc- 
tion of the British power, these armies actually helped in the suppression of the 
revolt. When this was so, there is no ground whatever for thinking that they 
would behave differently in the future. The promptitude with which the 
native princes have come forward to the assistance of the British Government 
in the present crisis, is a signal proof of their loyalty to the paramount power. 
In conclusion, the Dnydén Prakdsh advises the English people to preserve intact 
tlie reputation for justice and benevolence which they at present enjoy. In no 


other way will the British power be so strengthened as by adherence to these 
two principles, 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 30th December, in discussing the question of 


discontent among the educated natives, gives a variety 


Gives reasons for the dis- of reasons for its existence. In the first place, educa- 


prs et seg omenS tion has of late become very expensive, while the 
chances of obtaining employment have become very 
much less, Again, the most valuable uncovenanted appointments which are 


more numerous than the covenanted, are usually given to the relatives of high 
Indian officials, and the less valuable places where the work is easy and of little 
responsibility are bestowed on Eurasians. Besides, natives have to contend 
with the whims and fancies of Europeans in order to obtain service. for 
instance, some Europeans like persons of certain castes and have an aversion to 
others. Some par that natives should rise from the lowest posts. Some 
dislike educated natives. All these causes combine to make the attainment of 
employment in the public service difficult ; and hence the educated natives have 
become dissatisfied with their present condition. 


The same, in a leader headed “ The Parliament of India,” says that the 
functions of that assembly were at one time discharged 
in this country by the hereditary vatanddrs. These 
men were always consulted in all questions affecting 
the management and collection of revenue; but of late 


‘Attributes the wretched- 
ness of the Indian ryots to 
the exclusion of the heredi- 
tary yatandars from al] parti- 


cipation in the affairsof Goy- they have been deprived of all authority in these 
_ ernment, matters, Now the power of levying taxes is concen- 


trated in the hands of European officials ; and hence 
there is no one to look after the interests. of the ryot.. If this had not been the 
case, the present condition of the people would not have been so wretched as 
it actually is, 
proceedings, and the poverty of the t bulk of the people is to a certain extent 
attributed to this cause, Lastly it is maintained that as long as the adminis- 
tration of the country is left entirely in the hands of Europeans, no improvement 
will take place. A suggestion is, therefore, made that natives should be allowed 
to have some voice in all administrative matters, | 


A correspondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 26th December, but. 


received on the 29th, says that the saving effected by 
the complete cessation 


paratively trifling, and 


Disapproves of the com- 
plete stoppage of all public 
works, and recommends other 
measures for effecting the 
requisite saving. 


Besides, a large number of labourers will be thrown = 
out of employment; and such men, finding it difficult to earn their livelihood, == 
will join the ranks of the criminal populatic . 


will, ultimately fall on Government. 


This result is not a 
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Here complaint is made of the expensive nature of all legal 


yes works will be com- 
ill not suffice for the cost 
of the war which ig at present raging in Afghanistan. 
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| , | Pei | ir res 
immense discontent among the masses ; while by the abolition of a few high] Po, Sri 
paid appointments this dissatisfaction would be avoided, and the reduction made = = 
would be considerable. But in these days it is perfectly useless to offer advice 
to Government. It is rumoured that reductions are likely to be made in the  —— 
Educational Department; but time alone will reveal how far this statementis (a 
correct. ete 
The Poona Herald (10) of the 1st January says that owing to the liberal = © 

nts which were given by Mr. Peile to schools under ie 

Says pon the ete - urcoban management, those institutions flourished, and te 
mont rset Sai tol tate Government was benefited. Subsequently the natives Bee 
diced the mind ofthe Director followed in the same path and opened schools for their net 


of Public Instruction with own people in gem as § and Poona. Afterwards it 


reference to the system of , . ; : 
caapmendal wick peeveiea WO said that the mind of our present Director was 


oisoned by some natives with respect to the system es 

_— of Mi which prevailed aig 0 institutions, + gee 
and the grants were at once stopped. Thus the schools in Poona were closed, a 
but those in Bombay continued to exist through the assistance of rich persons. 
No one would say, ironically observes the writer, that a wrong has been done 
because Government assistance has been denied to native schools, while the 

ants to European schools were increased by a large amount. The grants to et 
Sfinsion schools, however, were reduced by half. This is very sad indeed. It is oe 
true that the Missionaries obtain pecuniary aid from Scotland and other 
countries; but considering the heavy work which they have to do, they do not 
get their due. ‘There is however no remedy. 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 22nd December notices the speech recently “4 
delivered by Sir Ashley Eden at the distribution of , 
Says that the natives have prizes at St. Xavier's College in Calcutta. His 
an inherent right to all the 


appointments under Govern. ‘onour is reported to have: told the students of that 
ment, and that Europeans “institution that it was their defective education which 


should only be appointed to prevented them from obtaining employment; and that 
posts for which qualified this state of things compelled Government and private 
natives are not to be had. 


firms to import young men in large numbers from 
England for the service of this great empire. From this the Arunodaya infers 


that His Honour is very careful of the interests of his countrymen; but it does 
not seem to have occurred to him to think of the interests of the vast population 
at whose expense these Englishmen are enjoying themselves, His Honour 
should have said that the natives of India had an inherent right to all appoint- 
ments in India, and that Englishmen would be nominated only to posts for 
which qualified natives were not forthcoming. Englishmen should, therefore, 
not depend solely on the expectation of obtaining public employment. 


The same of the 29th December, in an article on the destruction of wild 


un ick. Ghcediaaeed animals, observes that had the natives full liberty to i" 
shdatteewiee great efforts Use arms, there would be no necessity for a special a 
for the destruction of wild department for the purpose of destroying wild animals. 4 
animals, since the responsibi- The responsibility of protecting the peopl e against ie 


lity of protecting the public the attacks of these creatures would not then have “ie 
has devolved on it on account 


haat devolved on Government. But since Government “ae 
—_—e ee han semumed thas, nespousibility. by disarming Gea 
population, it. becomes its bounden duty to use every endeavour to preserve a 
them from harm. The reduced expenditure, however, of 1877 as compared 
with that of 1876, and the consequent increase in the number of human deaths 
would seem to indicate that Government is not sufficiently mindful of its duty ie 
in this respect. The Arunodaya, therefore, prays Government to exercise more = 


vigilance in future. eae ne 
The Nydya Sindhu (15) of the 30th December says that in framing the __ ae 
rules recently published for the encouragement of high ‘a 


Objects to some oftherules education, sufficient prevision has not been exercised . 
recently promulgated for the in protecting the interests of those who are already . 
encouragement of high edu- gw : 5 finaaaiie se Sa. aa 
cabin: serving in the revenue department. It is stated that «© 
: the rights of these men to promotion will be'respected |” 
only on the condition of their passing the lower standard departmental éxamin- == 
ation within two years from the date from which the rules may be brought into 
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force. The Ny yaya Sindhu considers this provision ‘bawh; ‘aa 


hopes of iialy who know Maréthi only will be blighted for ever. ‘Goveral 


newspapers express somewhat similar sentiments). 


The Kalpataru (1 7) of the 29th Decembar states that in the Collectorate of 


Sholépur the crops have been nearly 
excessive rain, and that the little which is left is being 

re- carried away by robbers. These usually belong to 
vent robbers from roaming the Mang and other low castes. The Police Superin- 
teas tendent is, therefore, requested to take measures to 
prevent such people from roaming about. 


The A’rya Warta (04) of the ‘nape alge but pe vats on the 30th, in 
scussing the provisions of the new Itrigation Bill,. 

of the Lrrigetion BA aad sve says that it is likely that the cultivators vill have to 
that the assessment on pe pay an additional tax. Already the assessment on 
should be settled yearly on Jand is high and there is also the local cess. If, there- 
the actnal yield of each field. fore, a new burden is thrown on the land, cultivation 
will become utterly unprofitable. The A’rya Wédrta considers that the present 
taxation on land se be diminished, aid that the rate of assessment should 


Says that the Police Su- 
perintendent of Sholépur 
should take measures, to pre- 


destroyed by 


be settled yearly according to the actual yield of each field. The provision by- 


which canal officers are empowered to apprehend without a warrant persons 
who are found damaging the canal, is disapproved. Such authority should be 
given to Magistrates only. The ‘laws which have hitherto been enacted have 
generally been of a beneficial tendency, but such stringent enactments are 
calculated to spread discontent among the people. 


A correspondent of the Surya Prakdsh (45) of the 28th December, but 
received on the 29th, states that the policemen of the 
town of Borsad demand presents from vegetable-sellers 
who come in from the villages and exercise tyranny 
upon them if the demand is not satisfied. These 
dealers have therefore ceased to come into the town. The authorities concern- 
ed are requested to take measures to prevent this evil practice. 


Complains that the police- . 
men of Borsad.demand pre- 
sents from vegetable-sellers. 


The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 29th December in a leader on Government 
and the cultivators, repeats the old complaint that the 
heavy land assessment has impoverished the cultivators 
of this Presidency, and that laws intended to relieve 
them of the debts due to exacting creditors will not 
rs Bs their condition. The Mitra alludes to the 
indebtedness of the Deccan ryots, to the disturbances 
made'by them, and to the report of the Deccan Riots’ 
Commission, and observes that it was expected that Government would do 
something for bettering their condition. But nothing of the kind has taken 


Observes that the right 
way to improve the condition 
of the Deccan ryots is to 
lessen the heavy land assess- 
ment, and regrets that Gov- 
ernment enacts laws pre- 
judicial to their interests. 


place. Instead of applying the proper remedy which consisted in making a 


reasonable reduction in the land’ assessment, Government introduced into the 
sa Civil Procedure Code provisions prej judicial to the interests of the money - 
enders. 
themselves would suffer, inasmuch as the heavy burden of taxation remained 
unabated while the money-lenders would not accommodate them with credit in 
times of need. These forbodings have been since realized, as the cultivators 
are in @ worse condition than before. Notwithstanding this state of things, 


When this was done it was shown that the interests of the cultivators 


Government does not yet apply the proper remedy, and thinks of a other | 


laws equally prejudicial to the interests of the ryots. 
The same, in the next leader entitled ‘“‘ The Bill for the improvement of © 


: 
4 ‘ 
bi 


the condition of the cultivators,” refers to the memo a ce 


Disapproves of the Bill for | rial submitted by the Bomb ‘ 
ii ubmitted by the Bom ay Association in yard 
* ‘Beem 4 aaa rea of to this Bill, and expresses its concurrence with the. 
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advanced, Bentham and other English writers of note have pointed Fy the 
impropriety of State interference in regulating the rate of interest; and if Gov-. 
ernment acts in defiance of this sound principle, the cultivators are sure to suffer 
a great deal more. | 


The same also joins some of its contemporaries in condemning the pro- 
oe hikes ted sed Factory Bill for Bombay. It observes that 
dies 7 i ae 3 
a. pepe i by Mr. So rébit " r. io apace? Shépurji Bengéli has probably prepared 
Shépurji Bengali. it, and undertaken its advocacy to save Europeans 
| from the odium of advocating it in the interest of their 
countrymen the cotton-manufactures of Manchester. Whatever may be the 
truth, there is no doubt that the Bill is condemned by the press with few ex- 
ceptions. Last ins the Government of Bombay also saw no need of such a 
measure. The Commission too, appointed by Govesauael, disapproved of if. 
It was said that the members composing this Commission were in the interest 
of the mill-owners; but the charge was false. Again, the operatives of these 
mills are quite able to work for the period for which work is exacted from them 
at present. There is no proof that their health has been spoilt in consequence of 
the labor they perform. All of them do not work for fixed pay. Several of them. 
take work by contract and earn more or lessas they like. The work performed 
by them is not so hard as that of labourers employed in building houses. His 
Excellency the Governor disapproves of the Bill; and, hence, there is a pro- 
bability of its being discarded. If, however, it is passed, the pecuniary condition 
of the operatives will be the worse for it. The mill-owners will rate two sets 
of workmen, each to work for half a day, and divide between them the wages 
now paid. They will thus lose half a day and its wages, and will curse the 
persons who were instrumental in inflicting this loss upon them. 


The Bombay Samachar (48) of the 30th December observes that the decline 
of attendance in the art’s colléges was owing to the 
_ Expresses deep gratitade ant of a systematic plan for the employment of gradu- 
to Sir Richard Temple for f th : : grape ‘ . 
his recent resolution giving tes of the University in highly:paid appointments. 
highly-peid postsinthe Reve- (I'his complaint has now been removed. By the rules 
nue Department to Univer- yecently published in the Government Gazette, em- 
of ee ployment is promised in the Revenue Department, and 
the Samdchdr feels deeply grateful to His Excellency the Governor for this act 
of his, | 


A correspondent of the same of the 3rd January complains that notwith- 
standing an increase in the police force of Surat, the 
number of robberies by house-breaking has increased 
of late so that about six or seven are reported every 
week. This has caused a panic among the people of this place. One of these 
recent robberies was committed near.a police station, and another on a, public 
road. This does not speak well of the efficiency of the police, which instead of 
finding out the robbers, hurts the feelings of the persons robbed by making 
improper inquiries. 


The Jdme Jamsed (49) of the 31st December hopes that the Port Trust Bill | 
now lying before the Bombay Legislative Council will 
Pe noha Fort rust be soon passed. After expressing approval of the 
delay. iene: decision of Government to purchase the foreshore 


ao 


Complains of robberies in 
the town of Surat. - 
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properties of Bombay and to entrust their management = + 


to the Port Trust Committee, the Jéme Jamsed observes that a well-known 


merchant of Bombay who has got into difficulties, holds so many sharesinthe . , 


foreshore companies, that after the sale of these properties is effected, he will be 
able to liquidate to some extent the claims of his creditors. Most of the oth: 
merchants of Bombay hold shares in these companies, and are incon 
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by the locking up of so much capital. Sir Richard Temple’s Government isnot 


: 


unaware of the great tightness prevailing in the local market, and it is said 


the Honourable Mr. Gibbs has gone down to Caleutta to consult with the © 


Supreme Government with reference to the Port Trust. Whether this is 80 | or 
rs it is highly desirable to pass a law in regard to the Port baa wd ithout 
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The Akhbdére Sowddégar (50) of the 8rd January in referring to the insol- 

| vency of the City of Glasgow Bank brought about by 

nests Government to the frauds committed in its m ment, observes 
1 ey tslcsihedk Compesien that the Directors of this Bank represented that its 


to the effect that auditors Condition was satisfactory by putting out cooked 2 
should examine their an- accounts. To prevent a similar misfortune befalling Bt: 
nual accounia. the Joint Stock Companics of Bombay, it is necessar et 
that a clause should be inserted in the Act constituting 

_ Joint Stock Companies, authorizing Government to appoint an auditor toexamine * 


their annual accounts. The Sowddgar hopes that Government will do this in 
the interests of the young and rising cotton industry of Bombay. 


The Rast Goftar (51) of the 29th December, in a leader headed “ Russia | 
P and England,” observes that most of the newspapers ica 
Says that Russia would be + St. Petersburgh are of opinion that at the conclusion | 

a dangerous neighbour to ne : 
India, and that England Of the present Afghan war these two powers will 
should defeat the Ozar and become close neigh urs. This statement is, erhaps, 
make him powerless to carry 4g hint that a secret treaty has been concluded between 
seas thon: leepereamicns them. The Berlin Congress has shown us that Lord 
Beaconsfield is capable of making secret compacts. Again, though Russia was 
the cause of this war, his Lordship has succeeded in inducing the Czar to 
promise that he would render no help to Shere Ali. These things make it 
probable that a secret treaty has been made between England and Russia; and 
this is a good contrivance for the easy defeat of the Amir. But England ought 
never to trust Russia, since the latter will ever be a dangerous neighbour for 
India. Again, even though Russia now gives assurances of non-interference 
in Cabul, yet she is practising deceit at the same time, as will be seen from the 
Amir’s taking refuge in her territories. Her other plots in this matter are to be 
gathered from the issue of the Golos of the 13th October last, in which it is 
stated that a treaty has been concluded between Russia and Afghanistan, that 
the former would support the Amir, and that a verbal promise has been given 
to him that his country shall remain intact. Under such circumstances how 
can England and Russia come to a satisfactory agreement? To inflict a deci- 
sive defeat on Russia is the only means which England can adopt to make the 

_ Czar powerless to carry on his usual chicaneries. 


In noticing the statement made by the mill-owners of Bombay that the 

_ work performed by their operatives does not require 

: Refer _ mat ~_ as much physical exertion as is undergone by other he 
owners Bay, ayy injarions labourers, the Rdst Goft4r observes that this pe is 
to health. " A Factory Actis, answered by Dr. Blaney in his letter to Mr. Sordbji bi, 
therefore, required to lessen Shadpurji Bengdli. It is there stated that while other _ ‘2 
a hours for which the opera- Jabourers can leave off their work for a short time me 
ives are made to work. ia” ‘ : | ee: 
: _ when they are tired, the mill-operatives are made to ae 

do their work without cessation for many hours. Again the report of the 
Commission appointed by Parliament in 1873 states that mill work though easy _ ‘ache 
is detrimental to health, and that for this reason there was more mortality ae 
among the women in the mill—owing districts of England than in other parts. int 
If work is so very destructive to life in the temperate hmate of England,itmust = = = © 
be more injurious in the hot climate of India. India has,therefore,more need ~~ 
of a Factory Act than England can have. ae” 


The same in a leader headed ‘A ‘ pledge’ to be ‘religiously upheld,’ ” 
hada chon hak Uh is the observes that it was stated in the last issue of this 
the: duty of the Viceroy to journal that Lord Lytton should have protested 
protest against charging the against the resolution of Parliament to charge the 
po gm Afghan warto cost of the Afghan war to the Indian revenues. This _ 
: ie ae statement has created surprise in certain quarters, as 
it is believed that the Viceroy is only an Officer whose duty it is to carry out © 
the orders of the Home Government. This belief is, however, a mistake. The |=, 
Governor General enjoys independence, and is charged with great responsibi- = © 
lities. Moreover, there are special reasons why Lord Lytton should submita == “~: 
protest in the matter of the expenditure of this war. Inthe first place, the =  —~ 
surplus of two krores of rupees from which the expense of this w ristobe paid ~ «© 
4uP4—1 [con 647] tis ink all 
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"was created by imposing additional taxation, and at the time this was done, 


Lord Lytton distinctly gave a pledge that the proceeds of the new taxes would 
be considered as an insurance fund against famines, and would on no account be 
diverted to any other purpose. It is, therefore, His Lordship’s duty to act as 
suggested above. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 29th December observes that it is a 
common complaint that the number of hours for whi 
Observes that a reasonable work is exacted every day from the mill-operatives 


decrease should be made by j; ° : 
ni dedbine hee Bombay is more than they can conveniently bear, 


PE, and that, therefore, the labour tells prejudicially on 
errr ee their health, particularly on that ‘of wom” nal 
children, It is natural that the mill-owners blinded by their own interests, 
should not understand this, and that the ignorant and illiterate operatives 
tempted by high wages should not feel it. However, it behoves Government 
to interfere in this matter and to make a reasonable decréase in the number of 
working-hours. But in doing this merciful work, care should be taken that 
the interests of mill-owners are not sacrificed, as mill work is a young and rising 
industry in this country, which supplies the means of livelihood to a large number 
of people and which requires every encouragement to make it prosperous. 


The Samsher Béhddur (57) of the 25th December, but received on the 29th, 


after pointing out the evil effects of smoking chandol 

Asks the authorities of the (a preparation of opium), states that of late the vice 

Training College, the High of smoking this narcotic has increased considerably. 
School, and the Mission School Hithert tn oftenadl ‘ f i 

to get the opium shop situat- Hitherto persons who offered conveniences for smoking 

ed in Khamésé’s Chakl4, in opium as well as those who indulged in this vice were 


Ahmedabad, removedtosome apprehended and punished with fines. Recently 
other place, as the school-boys 


Kele to learn the vice, 2 2Vernment has sold the contract for these opium shops 
ee a ' (in the town of Ahmedabad) for the sum of Rs. 1,500 
and has licensed the shop-keepers to open shops on the publicroads. Accordingly 
a Parsi and a Musalman have opened a place for opium smoking near the police 
station in Khamdsd’s Chakl4. Through this road boys pass to the Training 
College, the High School, and the Mission School, and there isa probability of 
their visiting the shop through curiosity and of taking to the vice. It is said 
that a student of the High School and another of the Mission School have of late 
been visiting the shop on their way home from school. It is not known whether 
they go there to satisfy their curiosity or to smoke opium; but it is better to 
protect boys from falling into the vice. The Samsher, therefore, requests the 
authorities of these schools to get the shop removed from its present locality to 
some other place which is less frequented by school-boys. : 


The same says that the Gujarati school series prepared by Mr. T. C. Hope, 


is good for boys, but not so for girls. A set of books 
Requests the Educational containing information as regards the duties of wives 


Department to prepare a new ; ere 
ua Wk cack books foe the towards their husbands, fathers and mothers-in-law, 


use of girls. the treatment of children, household management, 

_ &c., is very much needed, but is,. unfortunately, not 
forthcoming. It behoves the Educational Department, therefore, to get such 
books written by educated native gentlemen for use in female schools. 


A correspondent of the Ahmedabad Saméchér (58) of the 25th December, 


istrate of Ahmedabad not to ae ee 
giv i Wiasmes Keates ¥0 for publishing a newspaper from the Ist proximo. 


hhagan Began. This person does not possess any property, nor does 


rsons. It is not safe to permit such a person to publish a paper, since he is _ 


ikely to 2 ype matter injurious to other persons; and in such a case 


AN 


latter would not be able to recover any damages from him. He now printsa e 


This has beer done with a vie , 
_ creditors, and to escape any fine to which he m‘ zht become liable for prin 
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‘The Késide Mumbai (65) of the 27th December, but received’ on the 29th, 
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Pep ony _observes that considering the news now received from = a 
Observes that itis probable A frhanistan and the resources at the command ofthe —_| 
that the Af war will con- Maite: tt that he’? EER ee AC Na rEg . 
tinue for a long time. mir, 1 mh pak i at ne 18 pro yP “tise, © part ea 
of a chess-player, who in order to entrap Inis antagonist, Bs. 
recklessly throws away a few of his men, and when the time arrives, wins the ee 
game. Snow has commenced to fall in Afghanistan; the mountain tribes have os 


taken to plunder and rapine; and the Amir adopting the policy of his late es. 
father Dost Mahomed, has decamped with his valuables and obtained the 


tection of the Russians. 


a 


ro- 
Sardér Ya4kub Khan has been left behind at © a Betas 


He is sharp, active, and brave, and enjoys considerable influence with his 
countrymen. It is well known how bravely he fought for and obtained the throne 
of Cabul for his father. There is a report that he is collecting a —_ army in » 


Cabul to oppose the English. Some of the Amir’s army is encampe 
near Shutargardan. The British forces have been engaged more in putting 


at Logar 


down the mountain tribes than in opposing the Amir’s forces. All this makes Bi 
it probable that Cabul will not submit soon, and that we shall have to carry on 


the war for a long time. 


Afghanistan is like Montenegro in Europe, as the 


people consider it meritorious to take to plunder and rapine. 
The same of the 30th December observes that considering the news now 


It is probable that the pro- 
clamation for the Jehad, or 
religious war, has been issued 


by Sardar Yakub Khan. 


received from Cabul, the report that the Amir has 
decamped seems doubtful. ‘Though he has fallen into 
his present perplexities in consequence of the Russians - 


having played him false, it would be not right to say 
that Afghanistan has been conquered until he has been 


defeated in a great battle. There is a report in Bombay that three months | 

ago the Amir declared a Jehdd (a religious war), but that the ulema said that it 3 

was against religion to declare a religious war when he had an infidel on his 

side. This declaration nullified the proclamation for the Jehéd. It seems 

haps that the Amir has put Ya4kub Khdén on the throne for the purpose of 
reaking off the connection with the Russians, and that all the ulema and sardars ¥ 

of Afghanistan are now united, and that Yaékub Khan has issued the proclamation 

of the Jehdd. Unless the Amir is made a prisoner he is sure to give trouble. 


The Guzerat Samdchdr (66) of the 21st December, but received on the 31st, 


Hopes that the expense of 
the Afghan war will not be 
charged to India as she is 
unable to bear ag. 


ai i 
: 


© ae 
it 


recovered 


objects to India being charged with the expenses of 
the Afghan war. It is stated that India is already 
unable to bear the increase in the duty on salt and the 
license-tax. Yet the people pay these taxes, and 


E quietly suffer distress. If the expenses of the war are 
m them they 


will think that the Government which was hitherto 


so very kind and merciful, has now become tyrannical. They believe that the 
license-tax will be remitted after a short time. If this isnot done on account of 
the cost of the war, they will not think well of the Government. The Samdchdr- 


prays the Almighty to give success to the English army and to bring the 
campaign to an early conclusion. 


The same, in a leader headed “ The people of dark skin are unfortunate, =.” 

: a while those of fair skin are fortunate,” asks whether - a 
Poe y thes She decision eople know. the difference between natives and ~~ 
g the Editor of the i : °| a 
Vritechohins newspaper of uropeans. As an instance of the natives being _ 
Ahmedabad for an alleged unfortunate, the writer states that Mr. Giles, the © - 
libel on Rye Giles, the Edu- Educational Inspector for Guzerat, has charged the ~* 
rag ae forGujarat, Editor of the Hitechchhu newspaper with defamation, es 
, and that the latter has been punished with fineand = 
imprisonment. After briefly describing the complaint and the statements made = 
by the prosecutor and the accused, the Samdchdr expresses a hope thatthe = __ 


latter will be declared not guilty when he appeals against the convict ion | 


question.. 
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Tri. Weekly. 


Weekly 


Politics and the Public Administration. ee 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 6th January, in an article headed ““A - =~ 
suggestion to the Famine Commission,” says that it eats 
Observes that Government appears from a letter in the Times of India that = mg 
re, eT i bo agers dm Mr Bosanquet has been transferred from Belgaum to 
otha evidence before the 0lAba because he is said to have stated in his replies 
Famine Commission. to the questions of the Famine Commission that the 
mortality in the Belgaum District during the late 
famine was very high owing to the rate of wages as settled by Sir Richard mi? 
Temple being inadequate for the sustenance of labourers. Here the writer states rk: 
that if Government officers are discouraged from speaking the truth from a fear ae 
of punishment, Government will never come to know the real condition of ae 
its subjects. In being degraded for thus freely expressing his opinions — « 
Mr. Bosanquet has not been in any way lowered in the estimation of the public, pee 
but the local Government has certainly treated the famine Commission with dis- ae 
respect. The Dnydn Prakdsh, therefore, considers that the Famine Commission te 
should tuke steps to prevent itself from being treated similarly in future, and — mee 
should protect persons:who are called upon to give their evidence as if they were 
witnesses in a court of justice. Again, the Famine Commission was appointed le 
with the ostensible object of enquiring into the conduct of the several local Bree 
Governments within whose jurisdiction the famine happened, and this end will se 
be frustrated by the treatment to which Mr. Bosanquet has been subjected. re 
Lastly, it is very wrong that persons in the high position of Sir Richard Temple ee 
should obstinately hold to their opinions in order that their shortcomings may a 
not be exposed. In this respect the example set by Lord Lytton deserves to et. 
be followed. His Excellency in reviewing the report of Mr. Elliot on the famine - a 
in Mysore says that the great mortality in that province was caused by the ae 
‘mismanagement of the administration, and could have been avoided by the — oe 


adoption of judicious measures. Such an expression of opinion reflects credit ‘ 
on His Excellency the Viceroy. 


The same of the 9th January discusses the question of giving additional Ba 

work to the District J pi vi of Poona, It is stated Bt 
that during the late famine the criminal work in the pee; 
Judge’s court increased and civil work declined. But Bae 


Recommends the abolition 
of the Senior Assistant Judge 


of Sholapur and the transfer- 
ence of the political charge 
of the Satéra and Sholapur 
Districts to the District Judge 
of Poona. 


in 1878 the criminal work also declined while there 
was no corresponding increase in the number of civil 
cases. Here the writer institutes a comparison be- 


tween the different district courts with reference to oe. 
their judicial work, and comes to the conclusion that tae 
the Senior Assistant Judge at Sholdpur might be reduced and that the super- te 
intendenee of the Subordinate Courts in that Collectorate might with greatad- = + ~ 
vantage be handed over to the Judge and his Assistant at Poona. Even this ae 
arrangement will not give the District Judge and his Assistant sufficient work. ae 
It is, therefore, suggested that the jurisdiction which the Collectors of Sdtara and pe 
Sholépur possess as Political Agents might be transferred to the District Judg : 
of Poona and his Assistant. ‘The Judge of Poona will then really become the 
Agent for the Sardars in the Deccan. 3 | 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 6th January, in an article on the discontent which 
revails among educated natives, says that Lord 

R egicrice Mow Soest alhousie ruled that none but educated natives should ee 
which prevails among educat- : : - eee 
a nadie to the ‘ai fonlty par employed in pth re of en ae but this a 
experienced in obtainingem- OFGer 18 NOW @ etter, e authorities inthe ae 


ployment under Government. mofussil entertain an inténse aversion to. persons 


very low posts to posts of higher emoluments and of greater’ importance, aie 
do not lose their original habits, and hence the tyranny under which the peopl 
groan. Again, uutives find that education is not sufficiently rem 
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account of the difficulty experienced in obtaining employment since all the well- 
paid appointments in the different uF evernsy of Government are given to 
young lads imported from England. Educated natives might find employment 
in Native States, but theré are few appointments in Native States. All these 
causes have combined to produce discontent, and the favourable impression 
which British rule once produced is gradually dying away. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 18th December contains a long article in ~ 


which the writer gives expression to the opinion that 
Predicts that the income- the income-tax is sure to be imposed soon. Here 
tax will soon " pape and reference is made to the unequal incidence of the 
mel Yay witiaty: Pe’ lieense-tax, the harshness with which it has been 
. collected, and the hardships which it has caused to the 
oorer classes of Her Majesty’s subjects. Thé Government of India is also 
charged with having violated its promise of reserving the produce of the license- 
‘tax as a reserve fund against future famines, and with having employed it in 
conducting an unnecessary, expensive and unjust war. If an income-tax is 
levied, as it certainly will i. the greater part of its proceeds will be devoted 
to_rewarding the heroes of the Afghan war and to maintaining the additional 
force of fifteen thousand men which has been recently sanctioned. Here the 
writer advises the natives to give medals to the English conquerors of the Amir, 
commemorating the love of truth, justice and liberty which Parliament and the 
people of England have exhibited in depriving the unrepresented and dumb 
millions of India of their money. And all this is done for the sake of subjugat- 
ing Afghanistan with the view of counteracting the machinations of Russia. The 
writer concludes this article, which is throughout ironical in its tone, by advis- 
ing the natives to be ready to pay the forthcoming income-tax, and not to com- 
plain of the license-tax lest a stigma be cast upon their loyalty. 


The Poona Herald (10) of the 8th January alludes to the establishment of 
classes for teaching scientific agriculture and says 
sa re Se that this measure is very laudable. At the same time 
nauniae cane the farmers, the, Herald considers that the boys who are likely to 
receive this instruction will not be much benefited by 
it. Asa rule, those who learn English are not owners of land, and they study 
that language with the object of obtaining employment in public offices. The 
children of agriculturists are to be found only in vernacular schools, but then 
they are too young to profit by such instruction. They leave school and follow 
agricultural pursuits the moment they have learnt to read and write. They 
have no desire to learn English. The writer, therefore, suggests that every year 
some young ryots should be admitted to these classes. This plan will be more 
beneficial than the one proposed. Government might also lend them money 
after they have received due instruction, and if they are willing to introduce 
improvements. This course is likely to encourage the agriculturists in general 
to seek this education. : 


‘The Arunodaya (12) of the 5th January, in an article on the Indian army, 
says that considering the vast extent of India, the 

Complains of the excessive numerical strength of the army is small, and hence its 
cost of the Indian army. cost ought not to be heavy. But it can be proved 
that the expense of the Indian army has increased as 

its strength has diminished. About the time of the mutiny when the European 
section of the army received an enormous accession of strength, the cost of the 
English and native forces amounted to about fifteen krores of rupees. Since 
then there has been a steady diminution in the strength of the ‘English and 
native forces, and so their cost ought to have diminished too, but the reverse is. 


the case. At present the army charges amount to about sixteen krores. This, | 
however, does not represent the whole sum properly debitable to the Indian 
army. Various other items have to be added in order to get an accurate result. 
Thus if we added the cost of barracks, the marine charges, and the loss on — 
account of railways, (which were mainly constructed for military purposes) the 
grand total would rise to about nineteen krores of rupees. The Arunodaya says 
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wars. Yet the expenditure is higher than it ever was before. Our rulers say 
that they are our well-wishers. this be so, then it behoves them to give an 
explanation of this phenomenon. | 


The same in discussing the great number of deaths in the North-West 
: Provinces, says that in the year provening. October 
Laments over. the great 1878 about seven hundred thousand human beings are 


mortality in wa te 
in th rth-West Provinces. npn , 
oe : the Calcutta Statesman maintains, has been collected 


with the greatest care, and there can be no doubt that this extraordinary mortality 
is traceable to the ravages of famine. To this Sir George Couper might reply 
that perhaps the abnormal number of deaths happened on account of the econo- 
mical management of famine ; but that the funds so saved will now be available 
to kill thousands of Afghans, Here the writer expresses his thanks to the Editor 
of the Calcutta Statesman for having xyitediasionlly exposed the shortcomings 
of the Government of the North-West Provinces in this terrible crisis. The 
Arunodaya is, however, constrained to admit that the rulers of India are just and 
merciful, and it is, therefore, the more surprising that the complaints against 
the Lieutenant-Governor have remained unheeded. It is to be regretted that 
such a loss of life has happened under the British rule which is renowned for 
its mercy and philanthropy. 


The Satya Sadan (19) of the 4th January, in an article on the license-tax, 
says that it is the official opinion that the complaints 
Gives reasons why Govern- raised by the vernacular newspapers about the oppres- 
ment does not become snffi- siveness of this tax are utterly unfounded. It is 
eeney help anny pric’ argued that the pepe rey. wine because hardly 
the people on account of the ®NY notices are issued for the attachment of segs § 
license-tax. This, however, is no ground for thinking that the people 
can easily bear the burden. One meets with thousands 
of beggars in the streets who would not beg if they had the means of earning 
their livelihood. Besides the people here are patient and long suffering. They 
are also habituated to treat with respect the orders of Government. The fear 
also of being involved in trouble prevents many from bringing their grievances 
to the notice of the public authorities. All these causes combine to prevent the 
Government from knowing the discontent which prevails amongyits subjects. It, 
therefore, behoves Government to be more careful and circumspect in making 
assessments for the coming year. 


With reference to the rules recently published for the encouragement of 
high education, the Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of the 
| rd January, but received on the 45th, says that the 
4 the rules recently published intentions of Government are good and. praiseworthy, 
y Government for the en- but th f th PR RES dont 
couragement of high educa- Ut the success of the measures adopted seems doubt- 
tion. ful. In the first place it is extremely problematical 

whether graduates can be got to accept posts dn 
thirty-five rupees per mensem ; and, moreover, the conditions of such appoint- 
ments are very hard. The Waibhaw disapproves of the proposal to turn adrift 


Advances some objections 


those who fail to give satisfaction at the end of eighteen months’ probation, and 


believes that these rules will damp the aspirations of those whose knowledge is 
confined to the vernacular languages. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the 6th January says that 
some Mangs have robbed and burnt the house of the 
Kulkarni of Kdéshil in the Kardd Taluka of the Sdtara 
Collectorate, If the police patel had not neglected 


States that the peoplé at 
Kashil are alarmed at the 


audacity of the Mangs. 


will be soon taken by the authorities concerned. 


The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 5th January says that there is no : provision : us 4 


Points-out defects in the 12 the new Civil Procedure Code empowering a Small 


new Civil Procedure Code Cause Court to issue a warrant for the apprehension 


with reference to the execu-. of a judgment debtor, or for the sale of his prope 


said to have died for want of food. This information, - 


to make enquiries on the day following that on which 
the robbery was committed, the robbers would have been apprehended ; but 
owing to his neglect of duty they escaped. The people in the village are 
thoroughly alarmed for their safety, and it is hoped that precautionary measures 
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located. If he goes into another district, the court has the power to apprehend 1 Seas 
him or to attach his property. This is a a anomaly which inflicts great = 8323= ; 
loss on the judgment creditor. It behoves the legislature, therefore, to take the Df 
necessary remedial measures. | | i a 
A correspondent of the Bombay Samachar (#8) of the 9th January writing ea 
Requests Goversivent . to from Surat, says that the Mohurrum passed off peace- e 
put a stop to the ridiculous ably this year. It would, however, be a great im- ne 
exhibitions which usually provement if the ridiculous exhibitions which usually Sa 
take place during the take place on this occasion, were put a stop to by ae 
eecuaunnaaete the efforts of Government and the leaders of the aie 
Mahomedan community. ay 
The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 6th January states that though Mr. Shankar +a 
Pdéndurang Pandit, the License-tax Collector for Cie: 
Requests the attention of Bombay, is able and impartial, yet he is wanting in ~ be 
Government to the complaint : ne ; egres 
that the License-tax Depart. the experience which is required to assess the people eo 
ment in Bombay increases correctly. Many persons have been overassessed ; ss 
the assessment previously gnd some of them to avoid trouble and loss of time a 
each fen in making an appeal, wish to pay the tax without oy 
objection ; but the Collector’s Department incredses the assessment before pay- ae 
ment. It is true that Government has appointed Mr. Dosd4bhdi Frdmji to hear =e 
appeals; but this Officer has got more work than he can possibly attend to. He Pie 
makes remissions whenever a case is made out; but the Jéme Jamsed thinks _ 4 
that consideration ought to be shown for the ineonveniences which the people i 
have to suffer in getting their appeals heard. Besides, occasions for appeal oe 
should be made as scarce as possible. The Jdéme Jamsed requests the attention ar 
of Government to this subject. oe 
The same of the 8th January once more asserts that there is no need of a of 
Factory Act for Bombay. It repeats some of the ge 
_, gain observes that the assertions previously made either by itself or by some ; 
Factory Act is not required for f: : : hte ee 
the mill-operativesof Bombay, Of its native contemporaries, namely, that it 1s a very bees 
happy circumstance that though the cotton spinners hee 
of Manchester have been for some years past trying hard to create difficulties Re 


in the way of the young and rising cotton industry of this country, the Indian 
authorities have not lent them encouragement. Although other labourers in 
Bombay work from sunrise to sunset like the mill-operatives, yet the latter a 
only earn high wages. This has improved their pecuniary condition and made_ - oe. 
them happy. [f, therefore, the Factory Act is brought into existence they are eae 

sure to fare worse for it. But since Government sees necessity for this law, no 
one can prevent it. It is, however, very fortunate that the draft of the law sent 
by the Supreme Government to the Government of Bombay is said to be not 
very prejudicial to the interests of the operatives. 


The same states that the road from Poona to Khadakvdsla is good as far 
Requests Government to 8 the village of Parvati; but beyond that place it is 
make bridges over the water Cut up by watercourses at several places. At these 


‘courses on the road from places carriages often receive injuries ; and, hence, it Bes = 
yg to the Khadakvasla js necessary to build bridges. — ) a 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 4th January in a leader headed “ New Claimants 
| to the Indian Surplus,” alludes to the report that the 
Observes that the uboples in cotton spinners of Lancashire intend to press for the 


the Dene treasury ought aon abolition of the Indian import duties on cotton goods, 
in “sin a “te Afghan and observes that it is not likely that India will be ce 
war or for the abolition of lowed to enjoy her surplus. While Parliament | a 
the Indian import duties on wants to use the balance in the Indian treasury for the | aes 
cotton goods. | expenses of the Afghan war, the Lancashire mill- | eae. 

-_ owners want it to be appropriated for their own benefit. = 
The Secretary of State for India has more than once promised to abolish these.  _— 


duties, and said that he could not do so immediately on account of the st 


condition of the Indian treasury. The Government of England wish 


barrassed state of the Indian 
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nd wished to throw 
on India, and, therefore, ignoring the em- 
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surplus of a krore and a half of rupees. .The mill-owners of Lancashire have 
caught the Ministry in a trap of its own creation. When it wanted to impose 
tyrannical and barbarous taxes for creating this surplus, it spoke of the 
straitened condition of the treasury ; and now it says that the is full, to 
enable it to get money for the Afghan war. From one point of view there is 
more truth in the statement of the selfish mill-owners of Lancashire than in that 
of the selfish Ministry. The former repeat their demand for what they have - 
hitherto claimed and nothing more; and if Government does not satisfy that 
demand now, it will be held to have broken its promise. But these claimants 
have no right whatever to the surplus. The truth is that it ought not to be 
appropriated for the Afghan war or for the reduction of the Indian import duties. 
he surplus in question is not a legitimate balance, since it was created as an 
insurance fund against famine, and is held asa trust. Lord Lytton has taken 
charge of this fund which India has raised with great hardship on the express 
promise of preserving it intact. Will not His Lordship take steps to negative 
the dana of the two claimants? (In writing upon this subject the Yajdén 
Parast (53) of the same date, the Jame Jamsed (49) of the 4th, and the Bombay 
Samdchér (48) of the 10th, make somewhat similar remarks, and hope that Lord 
Cranbrook will not accede to the selfish demand of the Manchester mill-owners). 


The same in noticing the last Educational Report of this Presidency, 
uotes some figures showing the progress made hy the 

somite poll Uriat be —e epartment during the last ten years, and observes 
ernment in the last report that Colonel Waddington, the Acting Director of 
of the Educational Depart- Public Instruction, has discharged the duties of the 
ment of this Presidency are office with greater diligence than the permanent in- 
ped eg egg try Sores cumbent. The latter is more qualified for a pro- 
fessorship than for the Directorship. The Government of Bombay has pointed 


out various shortcomings, most of the blame for which rests on the permanent 
holder of the office. 


The same observes that when it was proved that hard labour for about 
fourteen hours per day was exacted from the mill- 
Contradicts the assertionof operatives in Bombay, the rich mill-owners in self- 
the mill-owners of Bombay defence resorted toa new plea. They now say that 
that their operatives are not ° 
Ovetitvienl most of the operatives are not employed on any settled 
pay but work by contract. They are thus perfectl 
free to work more or less as they like. This plea, pos & the Rast Goftdr, is 
false. When once the mill is set going it is a losing concern to stop it at 
times ; the more continuously it works the better it pays. Again, the agents of 
the mills are paid their commissions not on the profits realized, but on the 
amount of work turned out ; and it is their interest to work the mills incessantly. 
In regard to the complaint that the operatives have to work in a close place in 
one position, the aitowhers say that these men are allowed to go out by turns 
into the open air. But, as a matter of fact, they are fined four annas each for 
leaving their work for ever so short a period. ‘Thus, there is an actual prohibi- 
tion against taking rest from the fatiguing work. The Commission appointed 
by Government in 1875 stated in its report that the children employed in the 
mills, though they spend the whole of their time there, do their work leisurely. 
This statement has, however, not been proved. Not a single witness has spoken 
of the children getting rest during working hours; while several have deposed 
that they are made to work the whole day and are only allowed half an hour’s 


rest in the afternoon. . 


The Yajdan Parast (53) of the 5th January notices the report that the | 
Nivel Russian General Lomakine is on his way from Merv | 
Requests the Government to Herat with some disciplined troops, which with the — 


ssuaiatiee tutes deca eight thousand Russian soldiers whom he expects to 


and Biddulph, who will soon get by the Caspian Sea, will amount to fourteen | 


t is also stated that General Abramoff _ 


make an attack on Herat. thousand men. 


north of Balkh, and has stored up provisions and military supplies, These re 


induce one to mistrust the apparent indifference of the Russians to the | 


oe 


: 
i 


ae ral I . > fc 3 


iddulph will soon proceed to attack it. Since ( 


has encamped with a large army somewhere tothe — 


Pore ae Herat is called “the key of India,” and Generals Stewart and 
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far from Herat, it is probable that he will oppose the British in their attack om — 

it. Russia is in the habit of breaking promises solemnly given, and it is likely ‘eae 

that the Afghans expect Russian aid in their present difficulties. tis, therefore, eet 

wise not to rely on Russian promises of non-interference, and, as a matter of og 
recaution, to make such arrangements as will render it easy to supply the Bee 
ritish Generals with ample provisions and military supplies. | 


_ The Loka Mitra (55) of the 5th January in giving the substance of the reso- 
lution of the Government of Bombay about reserving 
Expresses approval of the high places in the Revenue Department for University ia 
recens sean EIOn Or ae graduates, observes that this arrangement, in the Re: 
pont (2. slg Univer. absence of a better one, ought to give satisfaction. ae 
sity graduates. It is true that at first the Pe will get low posts Aer 
on small salaries, while they will be required to per- 
form a great deal of labor, and will have to pass more than one examination 
before they are considered eligible for the ye prod posts. But they will during 
this time acquire such experience as will be of great use to them not only in the 
service, but also afterwards in case they devote themselves to cultivation. 
Though the beginning is not enticing to persone who have gained Universi 
distinctions, they ought to be satisfied with it, considering the present times in 
which it is so very hard to get Government employment. conclusion, the 
Mitra expresses thanks to Sir Richard Temple for his having attended to the 
wants of the people in this and several other matters. ) 


The Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 3rd January, but received on the 5th, in 


i. noticing the contradiction of the report that Sarddér 
Ri no gg ng = ae ep Ydékub Khén had come over to Jallélébéd to make 
the pe Ags RT to offers of peace to Sir Sam Browne, says that as 
Candahar. observed before, there is a doubt about Shere Ali’s 
leaving Cabul; and even if he has left, he could not 
have done so without hope of getting foreign aid. The Késid also observes 
that our forces have reached Jalldlabad and Shutargurdan, and that the Quetta 
column is marching upon Candahar. If the last mentioned place is taken there 
appears to be little advantage in this extension of the Indian frontier, as we 
ical have to undergo a large permanent expenditure for keeping up an army 
of fifty thousand men to hold the new acquisition. Moreover, if the new 
territory is not kept in a firm grasp, its people will become the tools of Russia. ‘ 
So long as no settlement is made about the British and Russian frontiers, it 
is difficult to believe that peace will reign in Afghanistan. Pe 


Phe Nydya Prakdsh (67) of the 6th January opens with a leader headed 

Eo ‘Can a Government Officer break the law (with 4 ig 
PB ares. Tad yp aredhpag he impunity)?” The writer disapproves of Lord and 
golden Gicate at Amritear Lady Lytton visiting the golden temple at Amritsar, 
with their shogs on. with their shoes on, and considers that His Lordship a 
has broken one of the promises given to the Sikhs at oa 

the annexation of the Panjéub. The priest of the temple who was irritated at | 
this conduct of the Viceroy has been imprisoned for using abusive language on | Pe, 
the. occasion, The Nydya Prakash hopes that His tacdakie will be pleased to 


release him, ) ea 
The Swadesh Watsal or the Patriot (70) for the Hindu-month Paush of | oie 
the ge year 1835, is extremely glad to find | ee! 
oe . _., that the big native princes of India offered theirforces — a 
Me one ss hap big mative for employment in the Afghan war, and that Her | as 
princes 0 offered mili- e ° | | AST ee 
tary help to the paramopnt imperial Majesty the Queen has. accepted the offers = 
Government, and that the with thanks. @ Patriot advises the smaller princes =” 
latter has accepted the offers to offer their personal services for the war, and asks | - 


Government which has undertaken the work of making this country safefrom . = = + 
the attacks of a foreign enemy. The authorities are asked, at the same time, 


to treat Indian subjects with confidence, and to bestow upon them the 
and privileges enjoyed by the people of England. * (The A’rya Dha 
(71) for the same month expresses similar sent ments). 
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The same in a leader “ The criminal law of libel, the authority 
2 ; . Magistrates, and the condition of the ‘aia ee 
_ Criticisms on the ofm“he questions the justice of the decision given by Mr. 4 
poe wo newspaper for Fernandez, a Ist Class Magistrate of Ahmedabad,-in 
publishing a libel on Mr. the case of the Editor of the Hitechchhu. The writer 
Giles, the Educational Ins- ¢omments freely on the law of libel relating to news- 
pector for Gujartt. papers, and remarks that the Editor of the Hitechchhu 
is a learned, independent and patriotic gentleman. He has never condescended 
to flatter Government officials or leaders of society, and has disch his be 
duties with conspicuous merit. This course of conduct has created for him {yk 
~ many enemies and few admirers, It would not matter much if the public did i 
him injustice, since it is not able to appreciate his virtues. But here a court of ae 
justice has done him a wrong. The punishment it has inflicted on him is not Sd 
only very severe and vexatious, but alsoillegal, Itis to be regretted that Mr. 5 
Fernandez following, perhaps, the letter of the law has not carried out its spirit. 
The Editor does not appear to have libelled either Mr. or Mrs. Giles in the e 
paragraph on which the charge of libel was founded. Mr. Dalpatrém, a wit- a 
ness for the prosecution, stated in his evidence that he considered the marks of ie 
exclamation used in the sentence defamatory; but gave no reasons for this 
assertion. Other persons do not see an und for conviction on account of 
the use of those marks. The accused hed used these signs according to the re 
meaning given to them in Hargowandds’ Gujardti grammar and Sallivan’s se 
(English) grammar. It is clear, therefore, that there was a doubt about the | 
meaning of the sentence ; and Mr. Fernandez ought to have given the accused te 
the benefit of this doubt. Nor was malicious intention proved against him. 43 
After making a few comments on the evidence of some of the witnesses for the 
prosecution, the Patriot observes that the evidence fortlicoming in this case eS 
shows that there was more than ample proof of the innocence of the accused, and ye. 
that he ought to have been declared not guilty. To have sentenced him to nine : 
months’ imprisonment was a very harsh proceeding. There is hope, however, of ea 
justice being done on appeal. But whether he gets it or not, it is certain that i 
he has had to bear the disgrace of being sent to jail, has had to spend some = 
money, and may require more for his defence. 


The Widya Mitra (72) for the month of June last, but received this week, 


Cond ch ¥ expresses disapproval of the new Vernacular Press Act "a 
"Pros Act for _ reasons which were advanced by many of its con- 4 
cular Press Act. + °. . 
: ' temporaries and noticed more fully in several weekly ¥ 
summaries soon after the enactment of that law. The natives are loyal and A 
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desire the permanence of British rule which is so very just and which has con- re: 
ferred several benefits on this country. Notwithstanding this, the independence > 
of the native — -has been destroyed by the Press Act. Now no native ae 
editor dare publish even legitimate criticism. Writers and printers of all castes “4 
have been alarmed by this. Translations of works of impartial English authors cay 
cannot be made without risk. This loas of liberty is highly deplorable, parti- 


cularly as it has been inflicted undér the administration of the learned Lord 
Lytton. Of late some of the mofussil papers have been making inappropriate : 
and unjust criticisms on Government officials. For their low and fowtish writ- era 
ings the wise and impartial writers of the cities who never outstepped the oe 
bounds of legitimate criticism, and who discharged their duties with due discre- a 
tion, have been ‘made to suffer. The newspapers and periodicals conducted by i 
Hindus used strong language against the British Government in the matter of ee 
the trial of Malharr4w Gdekwéd, and the passing of the Press Act may also be a 
attributed to this cause. After praisin Lord Canning for gagging the native § % 
and European press during the exceptional times of the Indian mutiny, and = |, ~ 
afterwards removing the restraint when the occasion had passed, the Mitra = | 

laments that the former has now been permanently deprived of liberty while the : 
latter is still left free, Wed 

Railways. 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmoteies ~% the tracy January, but received o" ~ 

site 5th, complains that the third class carriages of t i 

the Trane, Saeko mixed train between Surat and Ahmedabad are not = 
Central’ India Railway to lighted after dark. In the absence of light in these _ 
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is a probability of thefts being committed. Again, pro- 
; fessional thieves might take advantage of the darkness 
seven in the evening. and throw out’ stolen property to their accomplices 
stationed on the line. Lamps are lighted in the third 
class carriages of the mixed train running between Bombay and Surat, which 


reaches the latter station at half past six in the evening ; an wy is not the same 
a 


course taken with regard to the train which arrives at Ahmedabad as late as 
7 o'clock? Such an omission is not likely to be made with the knowledge of the 
railway authorities, and it is, therefore, hoped that they will take measures to 
remove the complaint. 


The Loka, Mitra (55) of the 5th January, in alluding to the Railway Con- 
| ference which is to assemble shortly at Calcutta, begs 
. Draws the attention of the leave to draw special attention to some of the com- 
mein’ A Regency fy Pv plaints of the third class passengers. Third class 
railway passengers. carriages are often so overcrowded that many persons 
do not get room to sit or even to stand. This exces- 
sive overcrowding injuriously affects their health: ‘There are no privies in 
them, and, hence, great inconvenience is felt. .In some carriages round holes 
are cut in the floors for this purpose, while other carriages are without even 
this awkward arrangement. Most passengers do not make use of them through 
feelings of modesty. In this matter passengers are subjected to as bad a treat- 
ment as beasts. All these miseries are the result of inattention on the part of 
railway officials. If the Conference removes these complaints it will éarn the 
gratitude of thousands of the railway passengers who are its best customers. 


Native States. 


The Samsher Bahddur (57) of the 1st January, but received on the 5th, 

: is sorry to complain of the administration of the 

Requests the attention of Bhdynagar State. Its outward appearance is imposing, 

AA ans has Pass wie. but inside it is all rotten. Since the withdrawal of 

nagar State. ' Mr. Oz4 Gagdbhdi, Mr. Shamaldds has begun to act 

7 wilfully, and has spread terror among the subjects of the 

State. The A’rya Mitra (54) newspaper has already thrown light on his deeds. 

The Mukhty4ér Vakil of Bhévnagar laid complaints before the Political Agent 

about this maladministration. The courageous people of the State have prayed 

the same Officer to put a stop to the tyrannies practised by Mr. Shdmaldds. But 

these attempts to obtain redress have had no effect as yet. In conclusion, the 
Samsher requests the attention of Government to this subject. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 14th January 1879. 


| 


carriages which are invariably full of passengers, there 


- 


a et 
sa ms Fes eee 
Pia. a 
5 ~ * Ni 4 , 
ee ef ‘ 
epee 
Le cs vw ” 
mi s, 
’: 


- 
i te 
¢ Am oe 
- mn 
7a tiles 
=e 


. 
- ) 
. Py ‘ > * xs -. ~ ? i“. j : - ~ ' es Poe “ 
~~ ae a 4. i an ites. —_ oie 7 YY * oa eat > ae = 4" ee te tt ye a ee a 
a oa ae 4 oy -—. ? aes ’ ens. ie yl Fn Bae a pd 4 - wd 
re eae pi - cf ”“ « - Pais ‘ < tea” > . re 7; 1S ics , 


s ~ i 
WS kd Se. * pe > 
. at? “7 
Ek 


Sie 


~ = 7 eg, So . 
a RAR aE | 
uke Pe eee 


ys 


e - 

+ 

tame a = 
a 


-* . 
_ > © 
: ; ¥ 
Ry . att a 
* - * hat : : 
Pete fen me ee 


So 


le ‘ 
" $ 3 ae 
ee + bine 


> asl 
re ae 
+} seg 
ah a oe 
#5) $Pus 
oe ase ae BD 


. J I ee te Bs Fe 
ak See NS ey 2 ee 
t ety pr ~ eres 
seta st 
ager 7 Mee ae an 
re ~s ied eee > 9 


Beek |? ty 


Lt iy Bs kak 


3 


e 


ey) 


: vb Phe # a, ak 4, > 6 ; 
‘ EDF. Eig imap mee fae - ao ra ; ; 
Bie. ~~ 7 . Aa " : 


O TOMER Oe bali Rete toda ya 


Pd 
Ret ‘ae ee ee 
hee 2 ete Seat 


mee 


NATIVE PAPERS . 
or the Week en ling 18th January 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS, 


7 


‘Names of Newspapers. 


i 


ANGLO-MABA'THL. 

The Indu Prakfsh ........cessesese-++--| BOMDAY «2... .00000. 
Native Opinion:....+.++--<see-seseeeeee| Do, CPE PEA 
Dnyfn Prakfsh  ......sccscesceessees| POOMB sesscsecesee ses 
Mabérashtra Mitra. .i.,..:..e+++++00+| SAthMBsosseeseseseees 
Bodha Sudh&kar ...s.ccsccceceeeesss| DOs cacceesecee. 
Dnyén Chaksbu..........0sse-seeeeeee+) POODD....0+-.epes0ee 
Poona Herald..........esesesesceseees-] POOMB........0c000e. 


Subodha Patrik& ..................+..| Bombay ..........., 


MARA THI. 


EG AMATI 6: coves nck idhccs: cosdcanscag| LOAM eve cia nivnenuas 


» Belgaum Samfchér ..................| Belgaum............ 
Nyéya Sindhu ..............:+.++++-.| Ahmednagar ......| 
Shubha Suchak,........-0.sscesereeere| AGATA ........0cceee 
Kalpatart. ........:1-ssssereeenverdeeees Shol4pur sVieneads 
Khéndesh Waibhaw  ...:..::....-..| Dhulia 
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Satya Sadan -ss.sssesceseseeteeee| AUDAG eos ssssssee 
Nésik Writta .0........csceesceccsercne] NASIK sesecsoee, ares: 
Hitechchhu ........cssseeeseseesseses] Kalfidgi ...eceees, 
Satya Shodhak ... -.....ssseseessereee| Ra 
Hindu Punch..........esecseeeesseeeees nar 
Dhéirwér Writta, ..ssssssseenve DhSrwar........04+s 
‘ Shiw6ji . RS SG ..| Poont.....-« 


ereeeeoe eds 


Swadesh Mitra ....csssscrssessseesseeo] BOMDAY «.....ceee 
Sanmérg Darshok Boa Mudhol titeeraseees 


Co oo 
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5» Dnydén Bodhak Gaiegunhs craw Feads4s Dhérwar....... 

» Satdharma Dipa .....................| Alibag ....... 

-  ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 

The Surya Prak&sh ............c0seeeee04] SOME... sees 
» Mitethcohhw ..:..:...........08eeee0s..)] Alomedabad 

Gusara'Tl. 

The Gujarat Mitra ...................62...] Surat .... 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 12th January, in an article on the cost of the 
Afghan war, repeats many of the arguments'which it 
States that waaeae — has used on previous occasions in discussing the same 
Pe, Se tgs itches war subject, and adds that Lord Beaconsfield distinctly 
es stated in his speech at the Guildhall that India had 
nothing to fear either from Afghanistan or Russia. Strictly speaking this war is 
an offshoot of the Russo-Turkish war. It would not have Silatiiated if England 
had helped Turkey and defeated Russia. This being so, there is no justification 
for throwing its cost on India. However, it would not matter much if the natives 
were well offand capable of bearing additional taxation, but the case is other- 
wise. ‘The Opinion is unable to conceive how the people can bear new burdens, 
so utterly wretched is their condition. Besides the expense of this war is not 
the only charge which India will have to meet. The Government will most 
probably annex a portion of Afghanistan, and this new acquisition will be costly. 
' Again, even if it be granted that India will be benefited by this war, it can 
also be demonstrated that ss ay will profit by it as well. The successes 
of the English in this expedition will establish their supremacy from the 
Mediterranean to the Himalayas, and this will help to increase their commercial 
prosperity. Will not this result be beneficial to England? Ifso, why should 
not England pay a portion, if not the whole, of the war expenses. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 6th instant, writing from 
Indépur, states that almost all the crops of this year 
Says that great distress have been lost, and that famine is raging even now. 
prevails x amt A and It is also asserted that last year was less disastrous 
ia °P than the present year, inasmuch as wild corn and 
| fruit were then obtainable.from the forests, whereas 
now they have been already gathered for sale in the bazar. But the people 
have no money. Here the writer mentions several cases of death from starvation, 
and remarks that if Government does not soon open relief works a great loss of 
life will be the result. Even now many helpless children are seen begging for 
bread, and many people have left or are about to leave their villages in search of 
employment. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh of the 18th January, in commenting upon the above 
) letter, says that the resolution of Government to suspend 
Requests Lord Lytton to all public works has deprived the labouring classes of 
order the opening of relief the only remaifing means of earning their livelihood. 
works in the districts suffer-— 7 ge d h 1] 
ing from a scarcity of food. 6 writer says that Lord Lytton has an excellent 
; opportunity of showing the sincerity of his motives in 
freely commenting upon Mr. Elliot’s report of the famine in Mysore. There 
His Bapslieoay attributes the delay in the opening of relief works to a want of 
adequate knowledge on the part of the Mysore Administration. Now the same 
res cannot be urged on the present occasion as the facts are already well known. 
f His Lordship fails to order the re-opening of public works in the districts 
suffering from scarcity, he will be charged with insincerity, and the suspicions: 
which the people at present entertain about his motives will be iba css 


Suggests certain points The same of the 16th January in an article on the : 
for the consideration of the Famine Commission suggests the following four points | 


lst.—What are the causes which have led to the impoverishment of the ie 
| ae the direct assumption of the sovereignty of India by the’. 
| ueen : | , 


. > 
: if Tia? 


'y 
} + Pe ins 
Siaae e A on 
; : S.A ee . 
> + : ‘ » : ae me 
i = Be, 4 > 
y ’ bs ad 


| ne gees 
between the 
. ae : ” : 
peg ath HE aR MLM TE 


ey 

PON arte an 
ai ce 

Peay M8 
os ey 


bd & 7S 
4 WW coy” ci RE cue aes Pt - , 
5 tie : yee ee a Mat CO a eT Mabe .2 a Rory 
- CS cae oe Pa We i. SER RCN wigs, AEN 
a ek - <i ‘Kee Bi PRR 


‘= 
be ot 
* 
. 


So canta ayy PW aegis» 


pee Gera < % ~ 


' ‘ 
: 


English and those of-recent pe | 
was scarce although people had money to buy it, whereas now the reverse of 
this is the case. Besides in territories which are still under native rulers, the 
effects of famine have not been so disastrous.as they have been in British territory. 
The cause of this difference is the costly machinery of the British administration, 
and the heavy taxation which it causes. 


The Suryodaya of the 13th January, in diseussing the question of discontent 
among educated natives, says that they have to con- 
tend with the whims and fancies of Europeans in 
obtaining service. As an illustration in point the 
writer mentions several members of the Civil Service 
who like natives of particular districts, and, consequently, employ them only. 
In the police and some other departments favorite butlers and water-bearers 
attain to posts of responsibility. University men are expected to accept the 
post of a constable or second kdrkun and to demean themselves like them in 
order to obtain promotion. How far such a state of things is calculated to 
encourage high education may be easily imagined. If aieakiol measures are 
not soon adopted, Government will be charged with maintaining an educational 
department solely for the purpose of supplying a certain number of highly paid 
appointments for Kuropeans. Government admits that the country is rapidly 
becoming poor owing to the costliness of the administration of justice, and the 
same remark will aay apply to the educational department, which spends 
twenty lacs a year. Educated men can be had in sufficient abundance to fill 
almost all the places under Government, but’their claims are overlooked. The 
maintenance of a costly educational machinery would seem to indicate that 
Government wishes to encourage high education, but reluctance to emplo 
educated men is an indication the other way. Lastly, reference is made to the 
recent resolution of Government for the encouragement of high education, and it 
_is asserted that it will ultimately prove useless. In the time of Sir Bartle Frere 
a somewhat similar but more liberal ‘resolution was passed, but it was negatived 
by the revenue officials in succeeding administrations. 


Gives some reasons for the 
discontent which prevails 
among edueated natives. 


The Dnydu Chakshu (7) of the 15th J anuary states that the merchants of 
| _ Manehester have asked the Secretary of State for 
Says that the demand of India to abolish the duty on cotton goods imported 


the Manchester merchants ; : 1° : 
about the tinnoet’ duly va India. This request is based on the statement 


‘s inopportune. made in Parliament that the Indian finances were in 
bepieg a eat getter @ flourishing condition, and that the surplus for this 
year would amount to somewhat over two krores of rupees. It must also be 
remembered that the present ministry has pledged itself to do away with the 
duty,@nd that the merchants contend that the opportunity has now come. 


Here the writer gives some reasons for concluding that the alleged surplus has . 


no real existence, and that it would be better to wait until it has been actually 


realised. In the first place the expenses of the war now raging eannot be. 


ascertained until it is over; and, secondly, the cost of retaining a portion of 
Afghanistan will be considerable. Moreover, not only this surplus but even 
twice that amount may be required to meet the charges of future famines. 


Under these circumstances the Dnydn Chakshu advises the merchants of 
Manchester to suggest some new tax which will yield enough to make up the - 
loss caused by the abolition of the import duty on cotton goods without at the 


same time causing vexation to the natives, 


The Arunodaya (1 1) of the 12th J anuary, in an article on the stamp revenue, 
says that the natives have derived many benefits from 
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Requests Government not English rule, and that there isa likelihood of their | ae 


to increase the stamp duties it | | Wiha ak . 
any more as they hve strendy receiving more. It appears, however, from various 
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phos Ep ap ie proves the general poverty of the natives. The present ~~~ 
limits of British territory were reached at the close of Lord Dalhousie’s inis- 
tration and then the stamp revenue amounted to 46 lacs of rupees. In twelve 
years it has increased to nearly five times thatsum. Now no one'would sa 
that this immense yield has been caused by the development of trade. It is 
undoubtedly attributable to an augmentation of the duty by successive Stamp > 
Acts. Here the writer institutes a comparison between the rates given in the 
‘regulations of 1827 and those in the Stamp Act of 1860, and observes that they 
have been still further increased by the Act of 1869. It is also rumoured that 
more alterations for the worse are in contemplation. In conclusion the 
Arunodaya trusts that Government will not increase these duties any more. 


The same in an article on the cost of the Indian army, says that from a com- — 
arison of the statistics of the armies of India, Eng- 
and, France and Germany it appears that the average 

monthly cost of a soldier of the Indian army is 71 

rupees while an English, French, or German soldier is 

maintained for 23, 16 and 12 rupees respectively. From this one might con- 
clude that India was richer than all these countries. The fact, however, is other- 
wise. Again, it might be argued that the Indian army was so costly because 
of the extraordinary valour of its soldiers ; but our rulers themselves admit that 
the Indian soldier is no match for the Russian. Our rulers are wise and just 
and have undertaken the government of this country for the benefit of its 
inhabitants. It is, therefore, hoped that they will do their utmost to reduce the 
army charges and the consequent burden of taxation. 


* With reference to the Bill now pending before the local Legislative Council 
for the improvement of the condition of the agricul- 


Thinks that the Billforthe tural population, the Belgawm Samdchar of the 13th 


improvement of the agricul- : 
cared: clemsen. will not’ tithe January says that the law for regulating the rate of 


interest between sowkérs and ryots will not produce the 
th steep desired effect. Many devices will be invented to 
evade its provisions. If the proposed enactment, therefore, cannot provide for 
all possible evasions, the Legislative Council will waste its valuable time in 
passing-it. At the first view it appears that the clause by which the courts 
are prohibited from allowing compound interest will be béneficial, but on closer 
examination it is clear that it will have no such tendency. There is nothing 
to prevent the sowkér from adding the interest to the original sum and then 
ere a new bond for the whole amount when the ryot fails to pay the debt. 
hould the ryot refuse to pass such a bond, he runs the risk of being sued and 
becomes liable for the costs of the suit. With respect to the power which is 
left to the courts to allow or disallow the interest agreed upon, the Belgaum. 
Samdchér considers that it will lead to conflicting decisions ; and besides the 
Subordinate Judges are hardly the persons to be entrusted with such heavy 
responsibility. The provision bs which the registration of mortgage deeds is 
rendered compulsory is highly approved since it will prevent fraudulent transac- 
tions. Upon the whole the object which the Government has in view cannot 
be accomplished by any legislative enactment. ° 


Contends that the cost of 
the Indian army is very heavy, 
and prays for its reduction. 
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will obtain the post of a Mémlatdér. It is, 
will avail themselves of the, prospects held out by 


A correspondent of the Ndsik Writta (19) of the Lith January, but received 

~ ,on the 13th, writing from Thana, says that the Police 

Makes observations on the "Superintendent of that District, while investigating 
alleged illtreatment reo rll some cases of dacoity at a village near Khélépur 
i Porn sone — ™ in the Karjat Téluka, was attacked by Katkaries 
or Thdékurs and severely maltreated. Will Lord 

Beaconsfield contend that an increase in the number of robberies and dacoities 
is an indication that peace and plenty reign in this country, and that the British 
rule is just? It is also a serious matter that wild people like the K4tkaries 


should commit a murderous assult on a European at the risk of their lives, 


The Shiwdji (25) of thé 10th January, but received on the 13th, observes 
that much good will result from the establishment of 
classes for the teaching of scientific agriculture, and 
that His Excellency the Governor deserves praise for 
the inauguration of such a measure. At the same time 
greater benefits will ensue if instruction is conveyed in the vernacular to grown 
up ryots. 
The Karnétak Wartika (80) of the 12th J anuary, in an article on Lin 
: _ und Mahomedans, says that the rules recently pub ish. 
Poeig 02, rag a 9 ed for the encouragement of high education will damp 
wir Gisiikes Brahmans. ‘he aspirations of uneducated men and of those who 
obtain employment or promotion in the public service 
flattery. Now the Brahmans are the only people who have hitherto availed 
themselves of the facilities afforded for hi ch education ; but Mr. Elphinstone 
dislikes emplo ying them. It would, shasbor, be well if he were to take measures 
for the education of Christians, Lingéits and Mahomedans in whose integrity 
he has confidence. For this purpose the Wértik suggests the raising of 


subscriptions for scholarships fo be given to boys of these classes studying in 
high schools and colleges. 


The Vasat Samdchdr (36) of the 12th January says that Government is 

aware that the land in the Konkan requires to be burnt 

Requests Government to before it can be made fit for raising crops, and that 

fey tg Konkan iS ccteliege the people in that part of the country have been oom: 
of ge fuel for burning ed from time immemorial to eollect fuel for this 

iB oees I pose. ‘The law by which they have been deprive ‘of 


this right will, therefore, cause an incalculable amount 
of injury. The Government is requested to restore this ancient privilege. 


The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 9th January, but received on 
the 12th, states that the horses of’ ir Borrodaile, the 

‘ States that Mr. Borrogaile’s Collector, graze in the Bhadar of the city, and that the 

mee) a va — fw a of ee are afraid of meeting with accidents from them. — 

re a Fool ish persons ask why these animals are not caught 
ia oF onisttnied 4 in the pound? The reply is that it is 

very silly of these persons to suppose that the rulers and tho ruled should be 

£Ca co. 


Bisse Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 12th J anuary regrets to observe that a fac- 
ind in is about to be passed by the Government of | 
nin expresses its disap- India, in spite of the views of thea ple and the press, 
cra miso this ous and even against the. wishes of His Excellency Sir 
try. Richard ts et According to this Bill, boys and 
girls under the age of twelve are styled | « child 


Approves of the resolution 
of Government to establish 
agricultural classes. 


and are prohibited from working for more than six hours in an y factory Rh i 
is worked by aad. or whiel contains a furnace, and in which nti or more |. 


labourers are emplo This provision rather strange when it isre- = 
membered that in t Omptty wae under twelve years work for twelve © " a eS 
hours a day in the fields, and. that actories: ork is exacted a 
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them. As observed by the Mitra recently, the mill-owners will have to ee 
a double set of labourers to work in their factories for the full time, and wi 
have to divide between them the wages which are now paid to a single set. 
Thus, the proposed: law will affect prejudicially the pecuniary interests of the 
operatives. ‘The Mitra next observes that the proposed law is the work of the 
dagubades cotton merchants, whose object is to put down the cotton manu- 
factories of this country. It is to be regretted that the authorities in India do 
not enjoy the independence necessary for the administration of the country, and 
have.to submit to the wishes of the Secretary of State, who seems to be influenced 
by the interests of his own countrymen. ‘The people here are anxious to know 
the result of the recent enquiries made by Sir Richard Temple in regard to the 
factories in Bombay, since if His Excellency again records his opinion against 
the proposed measure, the Government of India will be compelled to re-consider 


the proposal. 


The same is glad to see that Indian Princes and Chiefs have come forward 


is ok te lonen tnt to offer help to their paramount power in the Afghan 


proposal is being circulated WAr- Though the smaller princes cannot render such 
among the Princes of Kathi4- effective aid as is afforded by the larger feudatories, 


war for rendering help to the yet their great solicitude to serve their Empress ought 
British Governmentin the not to be overlooked. It seems from the Samsher 
ee Béhddur (56) of last week that Khan Bahadur Sdle 
Hindi, C.I.E., the Divan of Jundgad, is circulating among the Chiefs of Kathid- 
war, a proposal to afford aid to the paramount Government in the present crisis. 
This proposal reflects great credit on the Divdn, and isa result of the new 
system of entrusting the administration of Native States to educated and able 
men, and of the opening of the Rajkumaér College for the education of youn 

princes. (The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 9th January, and the 
Samsher Bahddur of the 8th, but received on the 12th, make similar observations). 


The same observes that Sir Richard Temple’s Government has recently 


chetee steer a resolution for the encouragement of 
Disapproves of the ‘resolu- high education. But properly speaking it affords no 


tion of the Bombay Govern- onoouragement whatever, and has not satisfied the 
ment for the employment of 


University graduates in the University graduates. It is not a new proposal, but 
Revenue Department. only a copy of the resolution passed under the Gov- 
| ernment of Sir Philip Wodehouse, with this difference 
only that no body but graduates are to be employed in the Revenue Department. 
Considering the time and*expense which are required to obtain the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, it is not'strange ifan able graduate should feel disgusted at 
having to cast up revenue accounts. Again, he will have to pass two depart- 
mental examinations within a year and a half from the date of employment, in 
order to make him eligible for the Mimlatdar’s post. The latter condition is by 
no means unreasonable; but it is laid down that he is to be allowed to sit for 
the first examination if his superior officer reports that he has conducted himself 
satisfactorily and knows hisduties. This provision is prejudicial to his interests, | 
inasmuch as he will have to demean himself before his superiors like a menial. — 
Properly speaking, Sir Richard Temple ought to appoint a graduate at once 
to a Mamlatdér’s post and require him to pass the departmental examinations, . 
aftera short probation. If His Excellency does not consider graduates qualified | 
to feel such a post at once, it is the fault of the University, and Sir Richard | 
should try to mend it. This resolution is, in the opinion of the Mitra, an affront — 
to high education, and no graduate with any self respect will avail himself of its 
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the people of India ery out. that a great wrong has been done to them, and § ~~ 
if Mr. Gladstone and his party observe that signs of the decline of the British Gainer 
Empire begin to show themselves. The authorities in England have committed a 

breach of trust, but there is no one who can make them answerable for thie offence. 

The people of India are unfortunate, and may hereafter have to beat greater 
misfortunes. The mill-owners of Manchester have renewed their demand for 

the abolition of the import duty on cotton goods on the ground of the alleged 

balance in the treasury. It remains to be seen what reply Lord Cranbrook 

gives to them in the present critical condition of the Indian finances, There is, 

however, good ground for fearing that he will succumb to the great influence 

which they will bring to bear upon him for securing their long-coveted object. 

If His Lordship does this the misfortunes of India will know no bounds. ~ 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 13th January contains a leader headed 
: se Why should India pay the expenses of the Afghan 
Observes that there is no war?’ in which India prays England to exempt her 
reason why “eg b cage rir from the cost of this war. In the Act of 1858 relating 
ee Afghan to India there is a clause to the effect that the expenses 
of a war carried on outside India, should not be chat 
to that country, without the previous sanction of Parliament. Accordingly, a 
special meeting of that august assembly was convened, and it was decided b 
a majority that the expenses of this war should be paid by India. In this 
meeting the Under Secretary for India stated that this year there would be a 
surplus of about two millions sterling in the Indian siege | and suggested 
that the expenses of the war should be met from this source. There is, however, 


no such surplus, and the statement made by the Under Secretary was mislead- 
ing. Here the Jame Jamsed quotes figures from the statement of revenue and 
expenditure issued from the India Office under date the 16th Devember 1878, 
and shows that the real balance for 1878-79 will be £601,000. Aga there 


will be another balance of nearly the same amount ‘ereated by the license-tax. 
This tax has been imposed to ward off or mitigate the miseries which arise from 
famines ; and one cannot see why its proceeds should be included in the ordinary 
revenues of the country. A great discussion took place in Parliament, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer stated that India would have to pay the war 
expenses if they were bis lance ; but that if they came to a large amount, England 
would pay a portion. But there is no authoritative and explicit statement as 
to what amount India alone will haye topay. Again, as observed by Sir George 
Campbell, the Afghan war is a result of the Russo-Turkish war. After the land- 
ing of the English forces at Malta, the Russian Government sent General 
Abramoff to Cabul. How then can it be said that England has no concern in 
the Afghan war? India has been ever loyal to England, and is ready to lend 
the paramount Government all the help which she can give. She, therefore, 
piteously begs her protector to give due attention to her impoverished condition, 
and to her inability to bear any more burdens. | 


The Loka ‘Mitra (54) of the 12th January, in noticing the case of the Editor 
of the Hitechchhu newspaper of Ahmedabad (45), who 
Does not think that the has been convicted of having libelled Mr. Giles, . 
sete Soran nsdatad fas observes that some independent public writers find 
tibelled. Mr. ie ose fault with the decision, while others approve of it. 
is Bat since an appeal in the case is pending before the 
Sessions Judge, it is not rigbt to pass any opinion ypon it. Some persons, how- . 
ever, think that this case will serve as a lesson to those newspapers which in- 
dulge in criticisms on the private character of an official. e Mitra has | 
pores the evidence and the decision of the court, and thinks that the accused 9 9% 
has not [ibelled Mr. Giles, nor criticised his private acts. — Mahe . ee 
The Gujardt sauna Oo of cae 1 i. January, but peaetion co 4th, | a 
ss disapproves of the disguises assum -Mahomedans | 
gan'ee aoe of in Surat in the Mohurrum. These exhibitions burt the 
in the Mohurruam: feelings of those who are thus publicly ridiculed 
| __ and are likely to give rise to unpleasant and 
quarrels. The authorities of Surat should take preventive measures, 
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The Nydya Prakdsh (65) of the 13th J bserves that the British , 
o anuary 0 ) , 


overnment deserves pvt credit for having abolished 
Prays Government to many kinds of forced labor which were exacted under 
abolish the practice of press- former Governments. But it is a great blot-on the 
ing Oe Pcinie ue” fair fame of the British Government that carts are still 
forcibly pressed into the service of its officers. Private 
rsons have no difficulty in obtaining any number of carts at the usual fare; 
and it is, therefore, strange that Government officials cannot get them when 
going on circuit without asking the police to catch them. There seems to be 
no reason why they should not get the required number of carts on their offer- ae 
ing the usual fare. The Nydya Prakdsh states that last Thursday a policeman i 
wanted to hire the cart of a Parsi who was a resident of Surat and who never Sie 
plied for hire, but that the latter refused. Thereupon a quarrel arose between 
them, and they went to the Faujdér. The Government is requested to prohibit 
such practices. | | 
The same states that Mr. Kdshindth Mahddew Thatte assessed the peop 


le 

of Surat exorbitantly under the license-tax, and that 

. t : , 

Mr. rie Ha ve pee consequently, more than three-fourths of the public 


pass satisfactory decisionson appe ed against his decisions. ‘Mr. Pratt, the Col- oan Be 
the appeals relating to the Jector, and Mr. Jagjiwandds, the a aged Collector, |e 
ee ‘ who are intimately acquainted with the condition of Bees 


the people and are merciful, reduced the assessments in some cases. But the 
number of these appeals being very large, the Collector obtained the permission a 
of Government to entrust the work to Mr. Grant and Mr. Younghusband. <a 
These officers are not acquainted with the condition of the people. Many of oe 
the appellants, therefore, could not get their assessments ruduced. It would 
have been better had Government appointed the Mamlatdars of Olpad, Bulsdr, or 
Bérdoli to give assistance in the hearing of these appeals, as théy are intimately ae 
acquainted with the condition of the people. of Surat, and would prove of great ee 
service in giving proper decisions. 
The Swadesh Mangal (66) of the 7th January, but received on the 12th, 
Assures the people that Tegrets to see that Government does not pay due 
Government will soon lessen ®&ttention to public opinion in enacting laws. For 
the heavy burden of taxation instance, the License-tax Act was passed without the 
under which they are groan- ¢onsent of the people, and the tax for the first year 
Be , was realized. It was paid although it caused great 
suffering. Preparations are being made for levying the tax for the present 
year, and this has spread dismay among the people. But being well conducted 
and peaceful, they bear the berisa quietly. This is done in order that their 
loyalty may not be questioned. The Swadesh Mangal advises the people to be 


as poeent in future as they have hitherto been, and tells them that it will not <9] 
be long before the paternal British Government lessens the burden of taxation: = = = = | 
under which they are groaning. | Sn 
The same states that it has several times complained that parties of gam- ae 
blers inveigle and cheat passengers going from the rail- ~~ % 
ss ook Ueths ceahiines to tee way station tothe town of Broach, but that the police © | 
The do not appear to have taken due notice of this nuisance. Sa 


The evil continues unabated, and the police who can _- 
put it down easily, should not delay in the matter. os 


Municipalities. | an 

The Swudesh Mangal (66) of the 14th January states that the peopleof Broach = «= 
Ce ee eg AAS pags pce . _— . “ bse duties . © "4 
_ Com of the merease levied on grain, salt, fuel, oil, &c. ere 1S very 
- prt. Prong gy age little trade now, the p rices of food are high, and there — 
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The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 9th January, but received on 
| PE oe 12th, a a ye leader Pas ae “ Plunder in 
an! oh wing 7 avénagar, No.2,” observes that it can give man 
= cost ‘coh Matar his. mstances in support of its previous assertions on this 
seit subject, but on this occasion it places only one before 
the public. When Mr. Kharkar was the Stibha of Mahdl Kadi, of the Gdekwédi 
State, he gave to his friend Shiwlal Shukal the farming of the customs duties. 
Subsequently, both came over to Navdnagar, and the former revived the baneful 
ractice of farming the public revenues, and gave the customs duties to the 
atter. Afterwards these duties were abolished on account of the distress which 
prevailed in the State, and 25,000 koris were given to Shiwl4l as compensation. 
his payment was cement but not satisfied with conferring tlus benefit 
upon his friend, the Divan appointed him to a place of two hundred rupees per 
month. The duties of this post were hitherto conducted by a native of the State 
on a small salary, and the merchants were quite satisfied with his work. 
Shiwldl is made a superior officer over him, and is clothed with powers to hear 
appeals against his decisions. Is it not plunder to appoint Shiwlal on such a 
large salary when there is no need for the appointment, and when the treasury 
of the State is nearly empty ? 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 12th January réquests the attention of the 

_ Stbha of Navsdri to a complaint from its Navsari 

Complains that the Sabha correspondent that the posts of Kérkuns in that divi- 

. aah rg a Ruste ne sion are bestowed on Deccanis, while the claims of 

aie || UF . @fficient Gujardti applicants are passed over. If this 

be true, the Sabha will, it is hoped, be good enough 

to take remedial measures. It cannot be urged that efficient and trustworthy 

Gujardtis cannot be found to fill these places, since there are many such persons 

in the service of the British Government. It seems that the Subha is partial to 
his own countrymen and caste-people. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 21st January 1879. 
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NATIVE PAPERS .. 
For the Week ending 25th January 1879, 


_" 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA THI. 


The Indu Prakfsh .........s.00«..-.--.-.| Bombay ............ 
Native Opinion .............0+00+++. EO anv socsests 
Dnyfn Prakfish  ........-.ssseeseeeee| POODR ...crceeseceees 
Mahérashtra Mitra ............6:++.] SOthTa..cececeeeeen 
Bodha Sudhakar .........+........ BMA 4s, shothademees 
Dnyfn Chakshu..........s:csss0se-00e) POOMB s...ccccceseets| 
DnyAnodaya .......cccceseccececseeeeee] BOMIDBY ...0...cc0ee 
ee sea eine su casdss of MMMIEs bwin tedaceess 
Subodha Patriké .....................| Bombay clinica te 


MARATHI. 


The Aramodaya.......:...s.isbe cocccescesce] LDADA. cccersscseees 


Belgaum Samfchér .................-| Belgaum............ 
Ny4ya Sindhu .............:0+++--+e+.| Ahmednagar ...... 
Shubha Suchak................s00e00e| SAHA... ees ees 
Kalpatarn .............-.-scor-s--++«--| Sholépur ......... 
Khéndesh Waibhaw ...............| Dhulia 


Nésik Writta ...........ceceiececesesee] NGSIK sccsseasy eevee] 
IAAT «<i pornicerso sign sors seey® Kalhdgi . svaddatase 


Hindu Punch.......s<ccceccccessesseseso} TRANA ..0c2scce ee 


Dhérwhr Writta ........sesecesseseee| DBSEWSP.....cseseee 
Nagar Sambebar oi ict ecccivcicdecas Ahmednagar a 


Shiwéji seseseenenseeeenenseneeeennees ens Pig cosets 
Swadesh Mitra ........:sessesserseses Bomb 


Sanmfrg Darshak .........000+0+++++] Mudbol .....ss0+4+. 


e 


Dnyén Sigar ..:...10.-cecrssesseesseee] KORG DOr sssgn0.s 


. 


ee 
Sees 


a. ? st eae 


| ? eB ‘an: 3 eee Oh i 
Pandhari Writta SOGeeeeseeeseeeeeeesin a ak | ‘ th serves 
: : Re: : 3 | ae een hing 6 


: ss » * ~ oe 
a so ws : : > Re 


ea aI b4ér oe 


. 
a 


Sy dts ey 


fas Re 


i ert #2 


ode See Jot oboe th fet 66 (0eteé do ur @eetesede 


» Nibandha M4I&..........06.....00cce0e| POON ....0.00. 
sj NN BRE oi hse asi. Ge Sadie 
Wiwidha Dny&n Wistér ............] Bombay ...... 
Dnyén Bodhak .........,........0....| Dh@rwér...... 

, Satdharins Dipa .............0:..-.| Alibég ....3: 

ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 

The Siirya Prakésh ER ACES Dement Bere 
aitbachiu nS AA NPS ER Te Ahmedabad 
Gusara‘t1. 

The Gujarat Mitra “.................0..66..| Surat ..... 
, Bombay Sam&chér..,............. Bombay 
Jame Jamsed .....,..... 
Akhbére Sowdégar ..... 
Rést Goftér .............. 
Pare Pbneh i: ........, 
Yajdaén Parast :.,........ 
ME EOIOD Ses siisses cisvsesceyes- 
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Deshi Mitra ................cssseeeeee] Surat 
Samsher Béh4dur .....,....,......,...., Ahmedabad 
Ahmedabad Sarnéchér .. sapebisce si Do. 
Kaira Wartam4n ..,.......,,.......++| Kaira ... 
Broach Wartaman .....,....... Broach 
fe oT Se nee einer fe. Waa 
» Satya Mitra ...............00+-sy-se| Bomabay 
ips MIs iicsdahaistecsacaseb sacengeh : Uae 
Kiéside Mumbai .,....,......... 
, Gujarét Sam&chér ............. 
a Nydya Praksh.....0.,.,.4.....,see0 
Swadesh Mangal Eiciseneacsdeens> sabe 
- Dnyén Wardhak fescasembupiees ascac 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion 4, of the 19th January, in an article on the 
: actory Act, repeats some of the objections which have 
r wn ig hs ee ag been urged on previous occasions, and noticed in 
sind 5) a former summaries, and observes that if this Bill. is 
passed, it will be thought that the Government whose business it is to look 
after the interests of India has passed it solely for the benefit of the merchants 
of Manchester. The mill-operatives in England used to work for ten hours per 
day exclusive of Sunday, or for sixty hours during the whole week. This period 
was reduced to fifty-six hours and a half on a remonstrance from the operatives 
themselves. It is stated in the Englishman of Calcutta that in the mills of 
Continenta] Europe labourers work for seventy hours during the week. Now 
the labourers in Indian mills do not complain of being overworked ; on the con- 
trary they undergo their present labour willingly. This being so, there is no 
reason for making the proposed law for the Indian mills. The trade of England 
is gradually declining owing to the keen competition of the other countries of 
Enrope and of America which produce goods cheaper and of a superior quality. 
If this continues for any length of time, the consumption of English goods will 
vastly decrease. The English operatives are already suffering from severe 
distress owing to the diminution of work, and the constant strikes which happen 
on account of the differences between the masters and their men lead to the 
closing of many mills. If the present poo is persisted in, the result will be 
that the Indian like the English trade will suffer a check. The Opinion, there- 
fore, requests Government to be wary and circumspect in this matter. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 20th January, in an article on the duties of 
the Famine Commission, considers that the impoverish- 
Suggests some points for ment of the country generally is attributable to the 


the consideration of the Fa- Gostliness of the administrative machinery. The 
mine Commission as bearing 


: > extravagantly high salaries drawn by European officials 

try ee may be safely reduced since the Me: Reet tr which it 
was necessary to offer to Europeans in former days 

are no longer required. The expensive establishment of Cooper’s Hill College 
is unnecessary. Mention is also made of the reduction in the age for the entrance 
examination of the Indian Civil Service, and it is alleged that this has been 
done with the intention of excluding natives. Allusion is then made to the 
Vernacular Press Act, and it is stated that it has been enacted in order to 
prevent vernacular newspapers from exposing the shortcomings and defects of 
the British Government. Finally the admission of natives to-a larger share in . 
the administration of the country is recommended, and the fulfilment of the 
romises which were solemnly made in the Queen’s proclamation of 1858 is 


insisted upon. ‘The writer seems to suggest these points for the consideration 
of the Commission. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Inddpur, says that the crops 
d that 


have been destroyed by rats, an the people are 
Censures Government for leaving their houses in search of employment. During 
relentlessly exacting the land the Jast few years Government has been relentless in 
assessment in the Indapur ; 
Taluka when there was a recovering the revenue assessments although no croy 
failure of crops. were reaped. ‘This policy has reduced the farmers in 
: general to beggary, and in a short time the well-to-do 
people will have disappeared altogether. The writer mentions a certain culti- 


vator who was extremely well off a few yearsago, but is not now certain ofgetting § = | +) 
full meal daily ; and adds that bl will ha eliminate «of \\ a on 
a full meal daily ; and adds that respectable persons will soonhavetotakepoison sits 


on account of their inability to meet the revenue assessments. If the pres 
state of things is allowed. to continue, the country will in a short time be 


utterly desolate and fit only for growing jungle. In conclusion the writer = =§-_— 


recommends the speedy re-opening of the works on the Nira Canal, whi 
give employment to many starving labourers, = = = He 
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The same in an article on the duties of the Famine Commission, alludes to 
the appointment of the new Law Commission, and says ) & 
Requests the attention of that 1t is not required, and that even the legal member e 
the Famine sige age Ry of the ~whsaclony ses is not wanted. Mr. Stokesis ~ my 
fe cost of whe blamed for bringing forward unnecessary and irritat- } a 
ee ing laws, and it is remarked that if he would remain : 
content with receiving his salary be would do no other harm than that of 
depriving the country of so much money. The writer next compares the 
expenditure of the Indian army with that of the armies of England, France and 
Germany, and pronounces the former to be abnormally high. The cost of the 
recent addition of fifteen thousand native troops is estimated at 27 lacs of rupees. 
Each soldier, therefore, on an average costs Rs. 180 annually. At this rate 
the cost of the whole native army which numbers 1,25,000 soldiers will amount 
to 225 lacs. — the average cost of a soldier in England is Rs. 280 
yearly, At double this rate, the cost of the 63,000 European troops serving in 
india would amount to about 577 lacs. The expenditure of the whole Indian 
army, therefore, ought not in round numbers to exceed eight krores of rupees ; 
and yet it is actually double that amount. The difference between these two 
sums is sheer waste, and to it may be attributed much of the misery of the 
people. The Famine Commission is requested to direct its attention to this 
subject. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 20th January, in discussing the question of ; . 
discontent among eduéated natives, asks whether it is 

Disapproves of the Govern- consistent with sound policy to offer posts of Rs. 35 

amie oe oe — en- to the graduates of the Rcinkay University. Asa 

Pt A of high educa natter of fact, these men have to pass as hard an exa- 

? mination as that for the Indian Civil Service ; yet those 
who sueceed in the latter start with Rs. 400 per mensem, and are besides oe 
invested with authority over many native officials and a population of several mM 
thousand souls. This difference of treatment is inconsistent with the professions 
which Government make of encouraging high education. Again graduates 
who pass in law become at once eligible for appointments of ‘Rs. 200 per oS 
mensem. What then can the Government mean when it offers posts of Rs. * 
35 in the Revenue Department? If want of experience is an objection, then | 
graduates might be appointed Supernumerary Mamlatdérs and be drafted into . 
permanent posts after a probation of some duration. The Suryodaya believes : 
the present policy to be un-English and opposed to the principles of justice 
which usual 7 animate the counsels of the British Government. It is to be 
hoped, therefore, that Government will be pleased to re-consider its resolution. 


The Bodha Sudhdékar (6) of the 15th January, but received on the 22nd, 


_. Observes that the conduct of Government in ordering | “a 
Thinks that the resolution the stoppage of public works seems to be characterised ' eo 
of Government stopping by race feeling. It appears that these works have in 


sanBt ay is partial © been stopped to effect a saving to meet the éxpenses 
| of the Afghan war. Butthe measure by itself is in- 
appropriate. A large saving could have been made by reducing the permanent 
engineering staff whose allowances are counted by thousands of rupees, and 
whose services could have been dispensed with, as the superintending machinery 
is not required owing to the cessation of public works, But this is not done, 
while the labourers who escaped from the jaws of death in the famine of last 
year, and who managed to eke out a miserable subsistence by working on public 
works have now become perfectly helpless. It, therefore, seems that the resolu- — ae 
tion in question has been adopted with the sole intention of preventing any a 
injury being done to the prospects of Europeans. At least such isthe impres- a 
sion which the people have received, and the Bodha Sudhdkar trusts that Govern- 


i > 


ment will take immediate steps to remove it, \\. 


The same in an article on the extravagance of Government says that since _ 
_ the commencement of English rule the public funds. 


- 


ee the poverty of have heen wasted in the most wanton and unjustifiable 


the administration. = Bi on high salaries when men could be easily procure: b 
ee | 3 here to do the same work on much low erpay. There 
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ig no Government in the world which gives to.its servants such high remunera- 
tion. The salaries of the Covenanted servants in the Bombay Presidency alone 
amount to 36 lacs of rupees per annum. From this the ag te allowances 
of all the Civil Servants in India may be easily conjectured. As the English 
rule began to extend, the load of taxation also commenced to increase. Though 
the people are now ground down by taxation, any complaint on that score’is at 
once stigmatised as sedition. When the cultivators, from whom the bulk of the 
revenue is derived, were dying of hunger in the height of the famine, Govern- 
ment made no real effort to save them. A niggardly allowance of half a seer 
was all that the Government could be induced to give them. But Europeans 
who got large salaries and who did not suffer from ye want whatever, received 
an accession to their incomes. Here allusion is made to the increase of pay 
given to Assistant Collectors and to the granting of personal allowances to 
Civilians of a certain standing. A comparison is also instituted between the 
present rate of pay and that which prevailed at the earliest period of the British 
administration, and the general poverty of the country is attributed to the 
transfer of a large oo a of the incomes of Europeans to England. These 
officials pronounce India to be wealthy on account of their own fat salaries. If 
a revision is ordered in the Judicial or Revenue Department, the salary of a 
Judge on Rs. 1,800 is raised to Rs. 2,500 per mensem, and this is done from 
savings made by turning adrift ill-paid peons. Such is the present policy 
of Government. The Bodha Sudhdkar considers that the gradual go iat 
ment of the country is not traceable to the extravagance of the cultivating 
classes or to their excessive expenditure on marriages, but to the inordinately 
large pay which is given to European officials. 


The Poona Herald (9) of the 22nd J aap 9 in discussing the Afghan war, 
gives a summary of the arguments used in Parliament, 

Says that the cost of the and says that the British Government has a perfect 
Afghan war should, for the otc. an phy eee ° . 
present, be met by loans. rg spose of the in revenues in any way it 
likes. The Herald considers that no new tax should 

be levied on the people, and that no reduction should be made to meet the 
expenditure in question, as either of these measures will cause an immense 
amount of misery. It is the duty of Government to see that its subjects have 
means of subsistence. If it fails to do this, the people turned adrift will join 
the ranks of the criminal population, and ultimately Government will be the 


greatest sufferer. The Herald, therefore, suggests that the cost of this war should, 
for the present, be met by fresh loans. 


The Arwnodaya (11) of the 19th January, in an article on the stamp 


_ revenue, says that from the changes which have been 
PP sein 7 ty ™ gti m- made in successive Stamp Acts, it would seem that this 
pew” tax was not imposed with the sole view of defraying 
the cost of judicial establishments, but also with the object of obtaining revenue. 
It is creditable to a Government to wish for the diminution of litigation, but 
from various indications it appears that our rulers desire the contrary. One 
need not go far to find a proof of this. Formerly an eight-anna stamp sufficed 
for filing an arbitration award in a court, but now the value of the stamp is made 
to depend on the amount of the award. Government may have some good 
grounds for making this alteration ; but people do not perceive it, and hence 
they think ill of Government. If the intentions of Government were 
even this tax would have been abolished, and thus an encouragement would have 
been given to litigants to settle their disputes by arbitration. But since the 
cost of the stamp has been increased, it would seem as if Government desired all 
litigants to frequent its own courts. In the space of twenty years Government 
has managed to raise the stamp revenue to six times the old amount. From 
this the heaviness of the incidence of the tax may be easily conjectured. Has 
the wealth of thé country increased at the same rate? Even Government would 
not reply in the affirmative. If this be so, and if peopl by thous: 
in a single year of famine, then it behoves our English well-wishers to reduce 


this tax. 
The 
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tionaries are not required to dispose of the present 

work. Since thin is no chance of an increase of 

business in these courts, Government should take 

immediate measures to make reductions. If this pro- 
posal is not acceptable, two of these officers may be sent to Thana or elsewhere 
where there are arrears, and where extra hands are needed. I: this suggestion 
is acted on, the public funds will be applied in the most advantageous mamner, 
and suitors will get prompt and speedy justice. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 17th January, but received on the 19th, in an 
wm ., article on the land assessment says that owing to the 
Rep bony Bh: A sw frequent occurrence of famines and the consequent 
jase oA from the Famine destruction of human life, Government was obliged to 
Commission, and asks tke appoint a Commission to suggest remedial measures, 
natives to supply it,and pleads + ‘T"hig Commission may not be able to do its duty satis- 
for the permanent settlement. factorily on account of the determination of the official 
hierarchy to withhold full and accurate information. It is, therefore, incumbent 
on the natives to furnish the same. Itis generally admitted that the cultivating 
elasses suffer from the want of a permanent settlement. The settlement officers 
never fail to increase: the revenue assessment if there is the slightest increase in 
the produce of the land on account of improvements made by the ryot. This 
is most unjust. Government does not in any way contribute to the fertility of 
the soil. It is true that Government constructs roads and canals, and that the 
agricultural classes are thereby profited. But it must be remembered that 
Government levies extra rates to re-pay itself for the charges thus incurred, and 
it is therefore unfair to increase the land tax. Under the system of periodical 
settlements, the cultivators have no incentive to improve their fields, and this 
state of things has brought them to the utmost verge of destitution. It was 
determined in 1862 to introduce a permanent settlement here, but the interests 
of the merchants of Manchester prevented, it is said, the accomplishment of so 
desirable an object. The Shiwdji is unable to conceive how those interests 
could have been affected by such a measure. 


The Jalgaon Samdchér of the 19th January alludes to the persistent efforts 
made by the merchants of Manchester for the abolition 


Disapproves of the new of the duty on cotton goods-imported into India, and 
Factory Bill'and of the aboli- savg that these men are trying to deprive the natives 
tion of the import duty on WE 


of their uttermost farthing. en the cotton industr 

a began to flourish in india dey succeeded in gettin ‘ 
portion of this duty remitted, and at that time the rial of State for India 
pledged himself to remit the whole duty when the Indian balance sheet exhibited 
a sufficient surplus. This opportunity has now come. Here the writer notices 
the recent statement in Parliament on Indian finance, and remarks that the 
Secretary of State is on the horns of a dilemma. He must either comply with 
the demands of the Manchester merchants, or admit that his statement was 
incorrect. The Samdchdr considers the provisions of the new Factory Bill to be 
an unwarrantable interference with the liberty of the subject, and remarks that 
the prohibition of the employment of children under a certain age will result 
in an increase of pauperism. Moreover, poor people have no means of educating 
their children, and if they are not looked after during. the absence of their 
parents, they are apt to become wilful and unmanageable, This will be avoided 
if they are employed with their parents in the mills. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 19th January states that Mr. Motilél Mohanlél, 


the Police Inspector of Surat, has been served with 
Observes that Government notices that suits have been filed against him by one 


Og ayy obs Me a 4 Anandji in the court of the Subordinate Judge 
Mr. Motilél Mohanlél, the © van for the recovery of debts amounting to 
Police Inspector of Surat. upwards of twenty-five thousand rupees. The ‘toe. 
hs f pector appears to have incurred these liabilities while 
he was serving in the Ratnagiri District. It is against the policy of Government 
to keep in its service persons who are deeply involved, but it is stated that 
bably no notice will be taken of the conduct of Motildl as he isa favourite with a 
member of the Bombay Government. This surmise, however, must be wrong. 
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f rnment knows that a Police Inspector is largely in debt, it is bound to 
ear measures as may be considered necessary. (The Yajdén Parast (52) 


of 


e same date makes similar observations. 


The same states that on the 8th instant, two females of Surat hired a cart to 


States that recently a police- 
man of Surat forcibly seiz- 
eda cart in which female 


passengers were riding. 


The women begged 


go to the town of Kadod in Bardoli Taluka. They‘were 
passing by the Sahard4-Morché when a policeman came 
and ordered them to get down as he wanted the cart. 
to be allowed to go, but the 
eon turned a deaf ear to their entreaties. They then 
Akurwarde the 


descended from the vehicle which was at once taken away. 
hired another and went to the end of their journey. The officer who ordered 
the policeman to get a cart could not have told him to seize a vehicle which had 


been already engag 


ed. Yet the policeman seized it and acted like a dacoit. 


The authorities ought to take due precautions against the recurrence of such 


Cases, : 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchéar (47) of the 22nd January 


Regrets that in the resolu- 
tion of Government about 
University graduates, the 
claims of deserving karkuns 
employed in the Revenue 
Department have been 


states 
that the resolution of Government about University 


graduates has created dissatisfaction among the kér- 
kuns employed in the Revenue Department in the 
Ahmedabad and Kaira Collectorates. There are many 
deserving persons among them, and it is to be re- 
gretted that their claims to promotion have been 


_— completely ignored in the above resolution. 
The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 23rd January, in again noticing the new 
) Factory Act for the mills of Bombay, prepared by the 
Supreme Legislature, observes that some persons deny, 
while others admit the necessity of the proposed 
measure. ‘T'he former are the people of this country 
who have personally witnessed the effects of the mill labor on the operatives. 
The latter are mostly the merchants of Manchester who have no personal 
experience in the matter. The opinion of the former, therefore, is entitled to 
the greater weight. In order to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, the Bombay 
Samdchdr a few days ago recommended that before passing any law it should 
be decided whether the labor exacted from the operatives affected their health. 
Government has not, however, followed this recommendation, and has at once 
be. amy a Bill on the subject. One of our contemporaries says that Sir Richard 
emple has approved it. If this be so, his conduct is really surprising, since 
it is said that after visiting the mills he told certain persons that he saw no 
neces for the proposed law. However the question is, whether the Govern- 
ment of India has satisfied itself that there is a necessity for the proposed 


Observes that no necessity 
has been made out for a 
Factory Act for Bombay. 


measure? It is true that the merchants of Manchester and the Secretary of 
State for India wish for its enactment ; but their simple wish ought not to be 
considered a sufficient justification for passing a law in this important matter. 
A Commission composed of independent and impartial gentlemen and of repre- 
sentatives of the mill-owners here should be asked to report upon the matter, 
and their opinion should be considered final. Any law enacted on this subject 
ought to protect the interests of both the mill-owners and their operatives. 


These interests are identical ; and precaution is the more nec at the 


present time, as the industry has fallen into a bad state, and as the Act, if passed, 
should tend to remedy this. ; 


The same of the 24th January states that about eight hundred men have 
recently come into Bombay from Kathi4war. They 
have been driven from their native land by fever and 
a scarcity of food. Their appearance shows that they 
are not professional be , and that being distressed 
by famine and disease, they have come over to save 
their lives and those of the 
about three hundred. The sight presented by 
miserable creatures is heart-rending. The 
in the open air with little clothing, and live 


they can get in the way of charity. Most of them suffer from skin and other 


3 ba atten: aca of the 
mbay Municipality to the 
sickly condition of the immi- 
grants from Kathiawdr, and 
asks Government to stir u 
the Chiefs and the Poli 
Agent to take measures to 
relieve the distress which 
prevails. 
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diseases. 'The Samdchdr requests the charitable public of Bombay to make 
some app riate provision for these homeless and destitute persons. Again, 

some four hun and fifty of them lie down like sheep in a small place in the 

thickly populated Modikhaéné. There are fears of an epidemic being produced 

by them ; and, hence, it behoves the Municipal Commissioner to set the Health 

Department to look after them without losing time. The number and appear- 

ance of these unfortunate people lead one to believe that great distress and 

sickness prevail in Kéthi4wér, and that the mortality there must be high. 

Nothing is authoritatively known with reference to the measures, if any, which 

have been taken by the Chiefs and the Political Agent of Kathidwar. Several of 

the Chiefs are not likely to lend the necessary help to their unfortunate subjects" 
unless they are prompted to do so by the Government. The Samdchdr, there- 

fore, prays for the attention of the Bombay Government to this subject. 


The Jame Jamsed (48) of the 22nd January is glad to find that Govern- 
ment is now in a position to buy cheaply the foreshore 
Observes that Government properties of Bombay Liberal, offers were made in 
may make gfe ys mae for the the first instance, but they were not accepted; so . 
Pi ce ad Bodabay ak Me cali Government determined to purchase them under the 
apt as it can get them for. Land Acquisition Act. Many persons have, however, 
purchased numerous shares in these companies in the 
belief that Government would pay the prices which were first named. If Govern- 
ment, therefore, makes a reductith in the first offer, these persons will suffer a 
loss; and, hence, some people observe that Government ought. to purchase the 
properties at the price first named. But this opinion is wrong. If the owners 
of these properties had accepted the original offers, Government would have 
been bound to pay those prices. They did not doso, and, hence, Government is 
under no obligation to renew the first offer, and may make a fresh offer, as it 
thinks best. The holders of the shares purchased them before the price was 
settled, and thus speculated in the matter. They ought, therefore, to bear the 
fruits of their own speculations. Government ought to purchase these properties 
at prices fixed with regard to the income from them. The Port Trust will have 
to raise revenue from them sufficient to pay the interest of the purchase-money. 
If high prices were paid for them high fees would be imposed on the trade of 
the island; and, consequently, other ports would .enter into competition with 
Bombay. It is in the interest of the public, therefore, that Government should 
purchase these properties at as small a price as it can get them for. | 


The Rést Goftdr (50) of the 19th January, in again alluding to the employ- 
: ment of operatives in the mills of Bombay, observes 
Observes that the mill- that the mill-owners say that their workmen willingly 


operatives of Bombay ought : 
sid tes hata tk sonic Toe work for fourteen hours a day, as their wages are in 


fouitédn houds a. aay. proportion to the number of hours for which they 

| work, This statement may be true. But that is no © 
reason why forty thousand operatives should be permitted to ruin their health. 
and make themselves liable to disease by overwork. Itis impossible to conceive 
that they undergo this hard labor with a full knowledge of its evil consequences. 
In this they are the victims of their own ignorance, and ought not to be allowed 


to ruin themselves. The Rast Goftdr quotes Dr. Blaney in support of the above 
view. 


The Yajdén Parast (52) of the 19th January hopes Government will exempt 


the Parsis of the mofussil from the previsions of the 


eee tebe x Administrator General’s Act, as prayed for by them. 
y Sabres arn ot seater: A ™ It is very hard op these people that an officer of the 
pnges for by the Parsis of 
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Tuesday last in Mézgaon Castle they arrived at the unanimous opinion that the 
Pérsis should get the same exemption from this law as is enjoyed by Hindus, 
Mahomedans and other natives. It is to be hoped that Government will grant 
the request. : 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 19th January has heard from its Surat corres- 
pondent that the ryots of several villages of that dis- 

Hopes Government will trict are about to memorialize Government to remit a a 
grant & peg amar pork pre portion of this year’s land revenue. It is said that 
pore cvaltivators of the ‘here was a scanty fall of rain last year, and that | 
Surat District. although rain was plentiful this year yet it was a 
untimely, and that consequently the crops were very a 

wretched. A large portion of the little corn which appeared was destroyed by | * apie 
locusts. Thus, on account of scanty crops and the difficulties raised by the Me a 
new Civil Procedure Code in the recovery of debts, the money-lenders do not ae 
give any credit. All these things have made it difficult for the ryots to pay the a 
land assessment in full, and some remission ought to be made for their relief. ma? 
This complaint of the cultivators, observes the Mitra, is obviously true, and it a 
is hoped Government will duly consider their poor condition and grant them ae 
the remission for which they are about to pray. 


Mumeipaliiies. 


A correspondent of the Kalpataru (16) of the 19th January says that it was 
formerly believed that grievances were easily redressed 
Says that the house taxin under the benign English rule; but from various indi- = 
= wig wag. Recor cations it appears that such is not now the case. ‘The a 
pet co house tax is being levied at Inddpur in the most réck- a 
less and unjustifiable manner, and the authorities do “Sy 
not seem to care what they do. The committee of assessment consists of . 
three members. One of them possesses no local knowledge, the second is os 
indifferent to the interests of the people, and the third, though he possesses infor- S 
mation, is an easy-going gentleman. The municipal authorities turn a deaf ear 
to all complaints, and in case of an appeal the original assessment is enhanced. mS 
The writer attributes all these evils to the inattention of the Chairman to muni- ‘ 
cipal affairs, and to the support which he gives to the other members who are 
related to him. The hight authorities are earnestly requested to give their Be 
attention to this subject. — 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 19th January states that the Municipality of se . 
Surat has abolished the duties on silk and other arti- a 


Disapproves of the increase cles, and has reduced those on copper and a few other 
the Municipali 


ry we os pa an se. articles; and to make up the deficit so caused, it is os || 
on corn and other articles of intended to increase the duties upon corn, grass and 
universal consumption. articles of general consumption. The Corporation has Se 


| desired the people to state their objections within a os 
certain date, if they have any to make. In the first place the public do not ~ 
know the reasons which have led to the abolition or reduction of the duties in 
question ; and unless they are informed on this point, it is absurd to askfortheir —_s 
opinion, Again, it is universally acknowledged that the luxuries oftherich should — 
be taxed and the necessaries of life exempted. The proposal. is nothing butan _ i 
effort to make the necessaries of life dearer than they are already, andthusto § ° & 
increase the distress suffered by poor people. Truly speaking, people are unable — 
to assert their own rights on account of their ignorance of solbtics. Undersuch | 
circumstances there ought to be in the Corporation members selected by the | = = 
people themselves. When such a representation is granted, the rightsofthe 
people will be properly protected. Ifthe Corporation is determined to increase = 


the duties on the necessaries of life, it should be good enough to introduce the Bos a 
measure on trial for one or two years, and watch whether it bringsinasufficient = 9 9 


income. (A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 24th January a 
makes similar observations.) 1 EE OE COT, wi a ae 
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Requests the Municipality 


some lives were lost, observes that the 


of Bombay to take notice of responsible for such accidents. There are many old == 
= paper peal vee in &n tottering buildings in Bombay, and the Corpora- a 
order to prevent accidents. tion ought to direct its Inspectors to take the n Fi: 
measures in case wy Br in a dangerous condition. 1 
It ought also to prevent the construction of buildings which are unsafe, and it | es 


should take steps to obtain the requisite legal authority to carry out this measure 


if it does not already possess it. ae 
| G. W. KURKARAY, ee 
| Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, es 
Poona, 28th January 1879. , 
: . 
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For the Week ending 1st February 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
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Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA ‘THI. 


The Indu Prakash 
» Native Opinion ........4.-...seseeevees 
» Dny4&n Prakash 
fp PRRMPOMRTA 2... 00 rccrcccrcsconssocccsees 
», Bodha Sudhékar «0... 


Subodha Patrikh ......cc..c.esesecees 
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MARA THI. 

RG AIUD. <...ccansesespes chs covcsones 
» Belgaum Samfchér ...............0 
‘pe Psi. cain vgenveis cee cece 
» Shubha Suchak..................e00e 
» Khéndesh Waibhaw 
» Satya Sadan oe... eceseeseee 

»  Nésik RUA cri eos cance tecnbates: 
es ~ Hitechchhu SSCL pa ata a 
» Satya Shodhak ... ......scecsssees. 
Os PERE FRI soils ccnccch bavacknny 
|» Dhfrwhr Writta ......ccsessessessee 
SN eso. ks 8s cssnk coe vedeschivint 
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Swadesh Mitra ............scccesseeeee 


or. » Dasha Sige cee eer Pen eveeereoeeersccees 
ae Pandbari Writta coeececenseesereseess 
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Do. 
RMR i incdsrietevin 


Bombay ............| 


Do. 
Bombay ............ 
2. Te 
Bombay ............ 


Sholépur.,........ 


Alib&g SeCeceeteoeeee 


: 
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Dh4rwAr.........+.. 


| Mudhol ............ 
| Kolhépur seebneae: 
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Weekly 
Do. 
Bi-weekly 
Weekly 
Do. 
Do, 
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Tri-weekly... 
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Suddribiag (0.0..s. cect word Sholépur ! 
Nibandha M6I&................ Poona ........00+8 
Nibandha Sfr 4................ ere 
Wiwidha Dny4n Wistér .... Bombay ......... 
Dnyén Bodhak ......:......... | Dhérwar........ Weekly 
Satdharma Dipa ............. Alibag  ........+-».| Monthly 
ANGLO-GUJARA‘TI. 
The Surya Prak&sh ................ Surat ..,............] Weekly 
sa: SR Weick vocddevenceain Ahmedabad .. | Do. 
GusaRa'tl. | ate, 
The Gujaraét Mitra ................ Surat ...... Weekly 
“» Boinbay Samichér.............. | Bombay ... Daily 
a GME IES oo cicbcicsccces ice 
‘ Aa Sowdigar .. 
Parsi Punch .. ws ei vaie 
Yajdén Parast ..,.....,...000 
BIR NOR ones ccesécccisccvcdes Do. 
Loka Mitra .......,.... eee 
WARM BREUIW Sinsccsccoes duces Surat ...... 
Samsher Baéh&dur .....................| Ahmedabad 
Ahmedabad Samachar . Do. 
Kaira Wartam4n ,............... Kaira 
Broach Wartaman ..| Broach 
Niti Prak&sh........,...... Kaira 
Satya Mitre pseee vaheehiesegccet MOMDIAY 
Ri On em Mel Bae | 
Kiside Mumbai .,....,,.....,.- ) : | Tri- Weekly. 
Gujarét Samf&chér ......:..........] Surat... /..6s0.0.| Weekly * 
MPD WII cc seseccessateey-snseree]. W0D,, sancgney Do. 
Swadesh Mangal .............,.....-| Broach .. | Do. 
Dny&én Wardhak ..,........,.., .....| Bombay stsass-| Monthly 
Swadesh Watsal ...........000.4 : Do.’ 
Arye Dherma Prakish | Vectsassal. ON 
Widyé Mitra Ct ee Do. 
~ | Caen 
‘The Chandrodaya ea Dhérwr.......,....) 
The Kushful Akhbér ecseengeeeseen -| Bombay .. seeggreenrst] 
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” Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakésh (1) of the 27th January, in an article on the Famine 
: Commission, says that if the members continue to dis- 
Says that the Famine Com- charge their duties in the same perfunctory manner 
iets Meek wee amon Soom as they have hitherto done, it would be better if the 
ne mmission were at once dissolved. In order to under- 
stand thoroughly the bearing of the famine in all its aspects, itis absolutely . 
necessary that all the famine-stricken territory should be visited, and that in- 
vestigations should be held in the localities where famine raged in its greatest 
intensity. Such enquiries could not possibly be furthered by travelling long 
distances at one stretch. The Commissioners are, it seems, visiting the most 
fertile parts of the cia only, and hence their labours will probably turn out 
fruitless. Again, since they perform their railway journey by night, they do 
not get a sight of the country. Those who have directed the movements of the 
Commission are very much to blame in this matter. Up to this time the interests 
of the famine-stricken people have been neglected, and if this last opportunity 
of ascertaining their real condition is allowed to pass away their misfortunes 
will know no bounds, 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 28th January, in discussing the question of 
the new Law Commission, observes that Government 
Disapproves of the Law is unnecessarily increasing expenditure by appointin 
where ond *; ce it. Perhaps the drafts of Bills may be better prepare 
Porisletive Coeasiie  ° than has been the case hitherto. But if there is to be 
an augmentation of the public burden solely for this 
purpose, then what is the good of the present legal member of the Supreme 
Council and of his establishment ? The constitution of our Legislative Councils 
is faulty, and requires improvement. In the first place they do not contain a 
sufficient number of native members, and the selections made are not happy. 
Besides, there is not the least chance of any measure being carried which has 
the approval of native members only. Changes in this direction are absolutely 
needed for the public welfare, but the Opinion regrets that nothing of the sort 
is even spoken of. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 27th January, in an article on the Duties of 
Reansets the citeniion of Famine Commission, says that the expenditure of 
the Famine Commission to the whole Indian army amounts to sixteen krores of 
the military charges which it rupees, and that the native portion costs 225 lacs 
considers ‘to be very extra- goecording to the estimate of Government. ‘The cost 
vagens. | of the 63,000 European soldiers, therefore, is thirteen 
krores and seventy-five lacs, or on an average Rs. 2,182 per head. This 
is actually seven times the expense incurred for a soldier in tontend. From 
this the extravagance of our Government, and the immense drain which it causes 
on the resources of India, may be easily imagined. The East India Company 
maintained twice as great an army as our Government does now, and yet its 
whole expenditure did not exceed eleven krores, Judging from this standard, 
our present force should not cost more than six krores. The difference between 
this sum and the actual cost is sheer waste, and ought not to be permitted. If this 
amount of ten krores were saved annually, there would be no necessity for extra 
taxation for famine purposes. The excessive cost of the army obliges Govern- 
ment to increase the assessment on land, and the heavy land tax compels the 
ryot to seek the assistance of the sowkdrs. This is. really the cause of the 
poverty of the agricultural population. In conclusion, the Dnydn Prakash 
earnestly requests the Famine Commission to direct its attention to this subject, 
and do its utmost to get the army charges reduced, | } mS 


A correspondent of the same, oa ‘from Inddpur, says that it is intended 
. - to remove the Subordinate Judge’s Court from Paétas to 
Jndges Conrt sb Pies ane Barémati,. The writer observes that Patas is central 
not be removed to Bgramati. with respect to the places within the j urisdiction of the 
oS court, and is, besides, near a railway station. It is in 
ia He convenient to suitors, and the proposed transfer willbe ill-timedand © | 7 
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A correspondent of the same of the 30th January, writing from Shol4pur, 
says that famine is raging fearfully in that town, and 
Reports that personsdie™ that a number of deaths from starvation occur daily 
nambers in starvation. 2 its streets. Mr. Bording, of the American Mission, 
bas oo has seen this in his frequent visits to the town, and 
says that he has reported this state of things to the Collector of the District. 
But it seems to be a. foregone conclusion with the authorities to ignore the 
existence of the famine. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 22nd January, but received on the 26th, 
Prave. the authorities to do re eT that when appointments become vacant in 
Pris, y with the injurious the Satara Collectorate they are usually given to natives 
practice of giving posts in of other districts. This has caused serious injury to 
the Satara Collectorate to the prospects of several old and well-tried servants of 
outsiders. Government, and it is hoped that the authorities will 
put a stop to this practice. | 


The same, in a short leader, says that a feeling of uneasiness and insecurity 
exists among the a ay generally in this Presidency, 
Says that the people have in consequence of the numerous murders and 


pe yccuy vances Baahenr sor robberies which take place almost daily. The police 


‘aa which ocour in this 18 unable to cope with this state of lawlessness, and if 
recors f . the evil is once allowed to get a head it will produce 
a great deal of mischief. Government should take 

prompt measures to avert such a calamity. , 


The same, in an article on the duties of the Famine Commission, says that 

- now-a-days famine is caused by the inability of the 

Says that the poverty of people to buy food, and not by its scarcity. In the 

por people, in: Destien: terri Native States, the opposite phenomenon is observable. 

ry is attributable to exces- Th 

akéa tacations: ere the people possess money to purchase food, and 

hence the result of the last two years’ famine was not 

so disastrous tothem. The cause of this extraordinary difference is to be found 

in the burden of taxation, which has gone on steadily increasing since the 

assumption of the sovereignty of India by Her Imperial Majesty. It is sheer 

folly to expect any improvement in the condition of the people as long as this 

capital evil is ignored. The writer requests the attention of the Commission to 
the heavy burdens under which the people are groaning. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 26th January, in an article on the proposed 
Factory Act, says that we owe a coup debt of gratitude 
eens Faouinciat to our rulers for the solicitude which they manifest in 
Spee the welfare of the labouring classes ; but the measure 
in question has been brought forward at an inopportune time, and has been 
prompted by unworthy motives. The country is now in the worst possible 
condition, and labourers find it difficult to earn their livelihood by working even 
for fourteen hours a day. The people are being gradually drained of their 
wealth, and the burden of taxation is steadily increasing. Owing to the period- 
ical settlements, a belief is gaining ground that no one has any proprietary 
right in land, and, therefore, no one is likely to trouble himself to increase its 
fertility. Commerce has declined, and is besides being diverted to the hands of . 
foreigners. ‘The combination of all these circumstances has forced the popula- 
tion to support itself by the least profitable labour. Our governors have to 
look after the interests of their own countrymen, and therefore they do not care 
for the welfare of the natives as they ought todo. The cost of the Afghan war 
would not have been thrown on this country if our rulers had only to attend to 
the interests of India. The enactment of the factory law has been instigated b 
the persistent efforts of the merchants of Manchester, who believe that when this 
measure is passed, the Indian mills will cease to compete with English mills. 
The Arunodaya, therefore, earnestly prays that this calamity may be averted. 


The same states that Mr. Coghlan, the Judge of Thana, recently paid a 
see apis visit of condolence to the family of the late Atmardém 
dclonce paid by Mr. Coghlas 4ehindth, formerly Shastri in the Théna Adalat. 
te hdl ee The prongs praises Mr. Coghlan for this act of 

sympathy and kindness, and observes that if all our 
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rulers behaved in this manner towards the natives, the utmost cordiality would 
soon prevail between them. | 
The Ndsik Writta (19) of the 25th January, but received on the 27th, in an 
article on the condition of the people, states that the 
Makes or eg against jaws passed since 1859 have been injurious to,the 
ees: ee public welfare. The writer complains that the pro- 
vision by which appellate courts are empowered to enhance punishments has 
created a dread among the people, and mentions some forest cases in justification 
of this opinion. The recovery of fines by the sale of property is condemned as 
unworthy of Government. The increase of litigation is attri uted to the reduc- 
tion of the limit for the recovery of bond debts, and it is alleged that this has 
reduced the agricultural population to beggary. Formerly questions relating 
to indms and money allowances were investigated by Collectors, and the 
validity of their decisions could be tested in a civil court, This is now changed, 
and the courts are prohibited from weitin, cognizance of such matters. The 
continuation of indms, titles, and money allowances is, therefore, left entirely to 
the discretion of Government. Stereotyped answers are delivered to petitioners, 
and the decisions of the lower executive officers are upheld. All these causes 
prevent the people from obtaining redress. The ey of legislation is to 
make Government the ultimate owner and arbiter of the lives and property of 
the people. A great difference in the present and past system of administration 
is also observable, and this has led to an unnecessary increase of the public 
burdens. Here it is stated that there are twice as many Judges in the High 
Court as there were in the old Sadar and Supreme Courts, and that this increase 
has been made with a view to benefit Barristers and Civilians. That the people 
might not have cause to grumble, a clause was introduced for the appointment 
of natives; but it does not seem likely that this provision will ever be acted 
upon. Although the Government had no money to keep the people alive during 
the late famine, and although it is well known that they have been reduced to 
the utmost verge of destitution by excessive public expenditure, yet no effort 
is made to reduce highly-paid appointments. To suck the blood of the people 
at such a juncture by imposing new taxes, is a measure, the enormity of which 
is beyond conception. Lastly, allusion is made to the City Survey Act and to 
its inquisitorial character, ‘sik it is declared that all land is now the property of 
Government, and that it is useless to sink any money in it. 


The Satya Sadan (18) of the 25th January, but received on the 27th, in an 
article on the national debt of India, says that the 
‘ Prays Government to re- British Government plumes itself upon its wisdom, and 
nuee: tear ene of Som has the reputation of being economical in its expendi- 
coneidube to be dacdeasen, ture. But if the enormous debt of India is considered, 
| one is at a loss to conceive when it will be paid off. 
If a Native State were involved in the same plight, its conduct would be severely 
eriticised by natives, and the British Government would issue peremptory and 
stringent orders on the subject. But who is there to find fault with the British 
Government? Now, if it be really the intention of Government to lessen this 
burden on its subjects, no great effort need be made—much could easily be done 
by reducing highly-paid appointments. But how is this to be accomplished ? 
All the high salaried officials belong tq the governing class, and they do their 
utmost to get as much from this country as possible during their short connec- 
tion with it. The writer expects great advantages to flow from a Prince of the 
royal blood coming out and permanently settling in India as its ruler. Lastly, 
the Government is strongly advised to make every effort to reduce the debt and 
to prevent its subjects from being reduced to utter poverty. | 


The Shiwdyi (25) of the Wotan but received on the 26th, in an —— 

on the land tax, says that our Government is not likely 

) etn ete — wk er & permanent settlement until the people are 

etions in connection with it. duced to the last extremity, and the impossibility of 
raising additional revenue is actually experienced. 

The selfish merchants of Manchester cannat bear the prosperity of India, and are 

doing their utmost to impoverish her. Itis very rarely that our rulers wish for 
our good and if such an idea ever crosses their mind, it is at once counteracted 
by the schemes of the merchants of Manchester. If our governors really have 
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ple at heart, they should abandon their policy of keep- 


of the 

tae pisos establishments on an extravagant scale. The new Law Commis- 
sion is condemned as unn , and it is said that it will cause a waste of 
Rs. 17,000 monthly, since it would be a relief if new legislation were to 
cease altogether. Reference is here made to the appointment of an Assistant 
Judge at Poona, and it is considered superfluous. ‘The Judge and his Assistant 
will be passing their time in play for want of work. The writer makes a few 
more remarks in the same strain. | 


The Satdharma Dipa (43) in its Bhédrapad number for the Shélivan year 
1800, in an article on the Residents and Political 

Makes observations on the Agents in Native States, says that these officials are 
conduct of egerae 8 not satisfied with the status which their brethren 
ceri see enjoy in British territory, but require a retinue the 
re moment they enter a Native State. Their word is 
usually law to the prince, and they assume a dictatorial tone towards him in all 
their dealings. Besides, these officials are much more trusted oY Government 
than those in the districts immediately under its rule. They do not care to 
notice the tyrannical conduct of a prince so long as he keeps them in good 


humour by attending to their wants, but do him as much harm as possible when | 


once he has incurred their displeasure. In fact, their power is so great that the 
princes treat them as if they were Nawdbs. Originally these officers were 
appointed to watch the political interests of the British Government, or, in other 
words, to prevent the native princes from doing any thing calculated to shake 
the stability of British rule. Their duties properly correspond to those of a 
vak{l or an ambassador, and hence their intercourse with the native princes 
should be regulated in moe vy with the treaties subsisting between them 
and the British Government. They have no right to pry into the private life 
of the prince. To this some wise Europeans might reply, that if the native 
princes were vicious and ass agaaas it would be the duty of the paramount 
ower to see that they did not oppress their subjects. This is true; but the 
British Government, which prides itself on its wisdom, should first of all take 
note of the oppression which is practised in its own territory. It will then be 
perceived that the British Government dares to act so only because it is the 
stronger party. Government examines into the conduct of its political officials 
in so far as its own interests are concerned, and leaves them perfectly free to 
act in other matters. Hence their policy is directed to keeping the Governors 
and high officials pleased, and in other respects they are not scrupulous in 
their actions. Now we do not affirm that all the political officers are 
of this cree ee ; but this much is certain, that there are few indeed who 
have the good of the Native States at heart. Asan illustration of the way in 
which the native princes are hunted down if they do not act up to the wishes 
of the Political Agent, the writer mentions the case of Malharra4w Gdéikwdd; and 
asks whether the instances of misrule which were brought to light by Colonel 
Phayre did not exist during the rule of Khander4w Gdikw4d when Colonel Barr 
was the Resident. But Khanderdw endeavoured to please Europeans, and 
Colonel Barr was enjoying himself in England after having feathered his own 
nest. Upon the whole not even five per cent of the political officers can be said 
to be quite conscientious and upright in the discharge of their duties. From 
this it may be concluded that the conduct of political officers is calculated to do 
injury to the Native States. Let us now see whether such conduct is beneficial to 
the British Government. When political officers succeed in annexing a Native 
State they pride themselves upon having rendered great services to Government, 
and the latter also thinks the same. An accession of territory may be useful in 
making provision for some hungry Europeans, but ultimately it will in no way 
benefit Government. The strength of the British Government lies in the 
and contentment of its subjects, and the results of a policy which enriches the 


Government at the i ar of its own subjects can be easily foreseen. In con-\ 


clusion the writer exhorts Government to restrain its political officers from 
conducting themselves in a manner calculated to create discontent. - 


The Guwardt Mitra (46) of the 26th January 


_ 


Requests Government to propriety of permittin 
prohibit police peons from marriage processions. 
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accompanying marriage pro- farious duties, and it is not right to take them a 
—_ from their proper work. And yet this is dene’ te 
| Surat, Ahmedabad and Broach. Certainly, Govern- 
ment cannot have given its sanction : and the practice must have been brought 
in either by the ph rs‘of the Inspectors of Police, or by the peons of their own 
accord. The complaint is of old standing, and it is surprising that Government 
has as yet taken no notice of it, and has not issued orders prohibitin policemen 
from accompanying processions. Is it that the Reporter on the Native Press 


has not noticed these complaints in his weekly summaries ? 


The same, in alluding to the Law Commission, observes that Government 
- will have to incur a large annual expenditure, and 
care ought to be taken that the public gets sufficient 
wees of the. proposed recompense for the outlay. Since the Commission 1s 
w Commission, but wishes : ‘ e 
that the cost could be met by to consist of Judges of long standing and ex rience, 
the abolition of the posts of there is no doubt that the legislature will receive 
the Legal Member and his important assistance, and that the laws passed with 
pg pe Seren? inaah help will be beneficial to the country. However, 
pili 8 the cost of the Commission ought to be recovered by 
the abolition of the appointments of the Legal Member of the Supreme a 
lative Council and his assistants. The Mitra hopes Government will give due 
attention to this item of economy. 


The same states that certain men of the police of Surat are dissatisfied, 

because promotion is not regulated according to 

cer ie t., Jength of service, and because vacant posts in the 

ee ver eas J me higher grades are bestowed upon outsiders. This 

is done against the orders of Government and the 

Revenue Commissioner, and the Mitra, therefore, trusts that the cause of the 
complaint will be removed. 


The same also disapproves of the proposed Factory Act, After alluding 
Disan to the report that Sir Richard Temple has of late 
pproves of the propos- changed his Vi ith d to tl ity of 

ed Factory Act, anged his views with regard to the necessity of 
the proposed law and has voted in favor of it, the 

Mitra observes that His Exealleticy does not seem to have obtained the opinion 
of the merchants of Bombay on the proposed measure. The Supreme Govern- 
ment called for the opinion of the mercantile community of Caleutta, and the 
latter has expressed its disapproval of the proposal. Muteonen, the people at 
the presidency towns are not likely to know (but it is notwithstanding a fact 
well-known to the mofussilites), that the young children of cultivators work in 
the fields from early morning till late in the evening, and perform in sun, rain, 
and cold much haidve work than is exacted from the children employed in the 
mills. And yet the former are very healthy and hardy. The latter do less 
work, and on Sundays get time for recreation, which the former do not enjoy. 
Labor is necessary to keep men, and particularly children, healthy, and to 
make them strong and hardy, If the opinion of doctors is opposed to 
experience it is not to be wiiied, as they are likely to take a wrong view of the 


Expects benefits from the 


subject on account of their | sadger pe! to the interests of the European merchants, 


and for want of knowledge of the people, It might be asked why the 
merchants of Bombay do not enter a protest against the Act. But it must be 
remembered that they are harassed by the failures of several firms; and that 
they know that their efforts are not likely to succeed against the attempts of 
Manchester, and that the authorities will not change their opinion. In spite of 
all remonstrance from independent judges the Factory Act will be passed. 


A correspondent of the Bombay a rte 4 ) of the 28th January, reports 
‘Complains of incendjarjam 2 Tecent case of incendiarism in the town of Badrag, of 
ee high way robberies by ate Téluka in ae Ahmedabad Collectorate, in 
mounted men in olka which property to the extent of one thousand rupees 
— of the Ahmedabad was Ateoved and some persons were injured 4 a 
| observes that at this place cases of the same crime 
occur every year, and that the police should adopt stringent measures of pre- 
vention. Several mounted robbers, armed with swords, muskets, and shialds , 
plunder travellers and carts on the highways, The police ought to take the 
necessary measures to put down these daring highway-men. Suet Bie 
wt Pe ues 
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ombay Samdchdr (47) of the 29th January, anxiously desires the 

bi deco: 6 ‘oats of Be Richard Temple in Bombay. His 
Regrets the absence of Sir cellency has t the ter part of his time in 
Richard Temple from the visiting diferent pat of this Presidency at a great. 
Presidency Town, andwishes 6 vifve of com und convenience, and has, no 
sedhapaie on Ar ie? doubt, done much im rtant work, Sir Richard 
n the frontiers of Sind, facilitating the despatch of provisions to the 
field ries now at Candahar. Though this te very important His Excellency can- 
not be spared for it. A great panic similar to the one which happened in 1865 
now prevails in Bombay, and Sir Richard’s presence is much needed to restore 
confidence to the people. . The Samdchér mentions the disappointment felt by the 
ple at not getting a learned speech from His Excellency at this year’s Convoca- 
tion of the University, and also the schism which divides the European and the 
native members of the Town Council in connection with the drainage contract. 
But the most serious matter for the consideration of His Excellency is the great 
panic created by the bankruptcy of Mr. Nursey Kessowji. After failing for a krore 
and a half of rupees, the bankrupt has produced assets worth only thirty thousand, 
and has concealed himself either at Daman or some other place. When an 
application was made to the Magistrate of Bombay to issue a warrant for his 
apprehension, Mr. Cooper replied that he had no authority to serve a warrant 
in Portuguese territory, and that he did not know whether a new treaty was 
concluded with the Portuguese Government for giving up such criminals as. the 
bankrupt Nursey. This reply of the Magistrate has created great distrust 
among the le about the safety of their property; and the panic is allayed 
a little by the hope that there is a provision against this evil in the new treaty 
recently concluded with the King of teste by the Honourable Mr. Hope. A 
criminal charge has been brought against Mr. Kessowyji Naik, the father of the 


bankrupt Nursey. Until the case is decided, there is no hope for the ruined 
creditors. At such a juncture as this, Sir Richard Temple’s presence in 
Bombay is much needed, and it is hoped that His Excellency will at once 


return and do whatever he can in these matters. 


The same of the 30th January is much pleased with the speech of the Vice- 
Chancellor of the Bombay University delivered at the 
Heartily approves of the Convocation for Conferring Degrees, held on the 28th 


pt “ao ne ene of ed instant. After expressing regret at the absence of 


ah the Chancellor from this important anniversary, the 
te Samachdr observes that the re a given by the Nat 
able J. Gibbs to the address presented to him by the ll was highly satis- 
factory. His recommendation to the Senate to encourage the study of the 
Physical and Experimental Sciences, as suggested by the Chancellor is most 
gratifying to the public, and reflects great credit on the Vice-Chancellor. The 
Honourable Speaker’s other recommendation, that the examination in English 
for the Matriculation should be very searching, is not less gratifying. His 
_ suggestion that the tests in other subjects may be made severe in subsequent 
examinations is also approved. His views in this matter coincide with those 
advocated only a few days ago by the Samdchdr, which earnestly hopes that 
the University authorites will soon adopt the recommendations made. ) 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 27th January, in alluding to Mr. Roper 
Lethbridge, who is shortly going home on leave of 


Observes that Mr. Leth- absence, observes that he conducted the duties of the 
bridge, the Press Commis- 


: Press Commissioner satisfactorily, and. showed so 
eo ee gearing ati’ much praiseworth y consideration Ss wiils loyal news- 
factorily. papers that his departure, even for a short time, will be 

| _ regretted. When the office of Commissioner was 
created, a doubt was expressed about its utility; but Mr. Lethbridge has proved 


its necessity by strengthening the connection existing between the Press and 
Government. ” ; 
The Akhbdre —— () of the vga mnry, in noticing the Resolution 
| _, Of Government of the 10th instant, in regard to a 
masa of the eednec tis Superintendent of Police who tried to thwart a magié 
grade inflicted on the Super- ‘rial enquiry, observes that it is surprising that Gov- 
mtendent of Police alluded to’ ernment has not now inflicted the punishment threat- 
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inthe Government Resolution ened in future, and bas only reduced the officer | 
of the 10th January, 8 @- one grade, It is also i ing that this pr Ao gi 
en has been withheld from the public. The punishment. 
inflicted is, in the opinion of every body, very insufficient. It must also be 
remembered that, notwithstanding the punishment of police officers found to 
have obtained the conviction of innocent persons, the offence of bringing false 
accusations is not effectively put down. ‘The reason of this appears to be, that 
the punishment inflicted is not sufficient to deter others from behaving in the 
same way. Harder punishment is recommended, as the crime will not other- 
wise disappear. As regards the mild punishments inflicted on offending lice- 
men, the Sowddgar gives the instance of the police of Surat. It is stated that 
Government admitted the mistake committed in the prosecution of Guld4bdds and 
others, and refused to pay the fees of the counsel engaged for the ‘prosecution. 
But the police, certainly, deserved severer punishment than that of having to 
pay the costs of the counsel. 


The same of the 30th January fe he that persons well versed in the 

| management of mills have not been appointed liquida- 

Is sorry that experienced tors for the mills which have recently come into diffi- 
Persons have not been #p- culties. Had such persons been nominated they would 
/ Leet By oan on have done something for the ruined shareholders. 
< Instead of this, Barristers or other officers of the High 
Court have been appointed to the work. Certainly, their abilities, trustworthi- 

_ ness, and experience in their own business cannot be questioned; but they will 
not be able to find sufficient time to do the work of liquidation thoroughly. 
They themselves, and those who have.appointed them, cannot be unaware of 


this. It is, then, the misfortune of the shareholders that this has happened. 


The Rést Goftér (50) of the 26th January states that about three thousand 
| destitute persons have come to Bombay from Kathiéwar 
| Censures Government for nq Cutch, and are encamped near Waribandar. 


i ing for th . ° . 
, eee a gg 70 Tingle They have been driven from their native land by a 


| recently suffered heavilyfrom scarcity of food and by disease. Entire families have 
_ fever, and states that someof been carried off by fever. ‘The death-rate was so very 
ir have come to Bombay,’ heavy that there was a scarcity of fuel, and even of 
several have gone to . . 
| Surat, Broach, &c. ground, to burn the corpses upon; and several bodies 
7 had to be interred. It is to be regretted that Govern- 
' ment did not take any notice of this extensive mortality. id the authorities: 
| of those provinces report it toGovernment ? The peo le of the mofussil believe 
that the authorities suppressed the news of the epidemic and of the heavy loss 
of life. Certainly, it behoves Government to exculpate itself from this serious 
_ charge. The people of Kéthidwar suffered not only from the epidemic but also 
from a scarcity of corn. The bankruptcy of Mr. Nursey Kessowji, who had 
driven aver competition from the market and secured to himself the export 
of corn to Kathidwiét, has stopped all export to that province, and hence. great 
scarcity is felt. ‘The distressed people of that province have emigrated, not only 
to Bombay, but to Surat, Broach and other districts. In the former city the Mahé- 
jans kave been supporting the unfortunate persons, and the Famine Relief Com- 
mittee has also been affording help. The refugees in Broach and other places of 
the mofussil are supported either by the people or by their Municipal Corporations. 
(The Loka Mitra (54) of the same date, algo alludes to the sufferings of the people 
of Kathidwér from fever and a scarcity of corn, and prays the public, Government, 


and the Native Chiefs of that province to extend the hand of charity to these 
unfortunate people). 


The Yajdin Parast (52) of the 26th January, in noticing the recent crea- 
f the 5 


Diisieeiinisaite cine) tion of Fellows o niversity of Bombay, observes 
slice "ton Cot — sf the that the number of natives is far less than that of 
beet E in, the claims of many d ing 
University Fellowship. uropeans Again, was re 
& native gentlemen have been ignored. Messrs. 
Hormasji Ardesar Hormasji Wadid4, Ranchhodbhdéi Udayarém, and Dr. Barjorji 
Frémji Khori ought to have been elected. The Parast hopes that Govern- 
ment will not forget any longer these and other deserving gentlemen. 
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bserves that + distress prevails in Bombay owing to the — 

Tmo OE | 3 , el of corn, and that the condition of the poor 
Asks the people of Bombay has become worse by the failure of Mr. Nurse 
to convene a public meeting Kossowji. At such atime the rich should give charit- 
for collecting subscriptions 4114 aid, and for this purpose the Sheriff should convene 
perc. miweger a public meeting in the T'own Hall. It is to be regret- 
ted that Sir Richard Temple is absent from Bomba é Had His Excellency 
been here, he would not have failed to take a leading ‘3 in devising and 
ing out measures for the relief of the suffering poor of Bombay. Whether 
the other members of the Government have done anything in this matter is 
not known. But the people of Bombay ought not to delay any longer, but 
should arrange for collecting subscriptions among themselves for their suffering 


citizens. 


The same observes that the much talked-of Factory Act threatens to come 
into existence and become a curse to Bombay. When 
Is surprised to hear that Sir Richard Temple visited the mills of Bombay, His 
oe oe ee og ag oll Excellency is said to have observed that he did not 
the teonaced Packtty Act, see that a complaint could be raised in regard to the 
and observes that if this be condition and health of the operatives. But the Indu 
the case, the people ought to Prakdsh (1) says that His Excellency has given his 
ae 8 eee against the Opinion in favor of the proposed Act, and recommends 
aah is. nb that it should be brought into effect, when passed, 
through the Medical Department. If this be true, it may be observed that Sir 
Richard has not given any reasons for this change of opinion, and that until 
they are known it cannot be accepted as unobjectionable. The mill-owners are 
the best judges in the matter of the health of their operatives, and their opinions 
cannot be discarded on the ground that they are interested parties. Dr. Blaney 
holds diametrically opposite views, but he has little or no experience of mill 
industry, and, therefore, they cannot be accepted as sound. ‘The mill-owners 
are the best judges of the subject, and their opinion must be well-founded. If 
Sir Richard Temple has formed an opinion contrary to that held by them, the 
only course which remains open to the people is to make a strong protest against 
the proposal. 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 26th January prays the Secretary of State and 
the Government of India not to pass the proposed 
Prays the Secretary’ of Factory Act at present. The mill industry of Bombay 


State and the Government of “A . 
Sodaia ak hie eaygnion has just now received a shock by the recent great 


_ failures, and the responsibilities of the mill-owners will 
paeeerneney en 8 Ere e increased if the ‘Act comes into existence. What- 
ever selfishness there may be in the complaint raised by, them against the Act, 
the fear they express that it will exercise a bad effect on the industry is not. 
altogether unfounded. Hence it will be a suicidal measure if the Act is now 
put into force. The Secretary of State and the Government of India will, 


therefore, be pleased:to give due consideration to the present circumstances, 
and not enact the law. 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Samédchér (47) of the 25th J anuary, but received on the 27th, 
states that a few months ago the Town Council of 
Asks the Town Council of Bombay questioned the propriety of supplying the 


Bombay to continue to supply : 9 es SR gO : 
Vellad teeter to-thi edndichio charitable and religious institutions of Bombay with 


and religious institutions of Vehar water free of cost, ag has been done hitherto, 
Bombay free of cost as has and directed the Municipal Commissioner to prepare 
been done hitherto, and to a list of such institutions in order to enable it to 


Cc th full te f r the < ° ° ° , . 
— supplied to Govern. aecide the question. The Commissioner, es 
: 


ment buildings. placed the list before the last meeting of the Cou 
_ and suggested that hospitals alone should be supplied 
free of cost, while every charitable or religious institution should be charged at 
half the rate which is charged to the public. He also recommends all — 
Government buildings should be supplied, as hitherto, at two-thirds the rate 
onP 1—2 [ con 674] | 
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ich is charged to the public. The suggestion of the Commissioner as 
Nieniiale is unobjectionable; but the same cannot be said about his recommenda- 
tions in regard to charitable and religious institutions, and Government buildings. 
In the present hard times charitable institutions are performing a useful and 
important , and are suffering from a want of funds to maintain themsélves. 
Under yd ek eer it is not right to curtail their usefulness by imposing 
a new charge upon them for the water used by them. Again, private persons 
pay twelve annas per every thousand gallons of water, and there is no reason wh 
‘a less rate should be charged to Government, which is quite able to pay in full. 
The Samdchér hopes the Council will adopt the above recommendations. 


The same of the 27th January says that the Corporation of Bombay has 
returned only native members to the Town Council ; 
Tries to show that there is and that some Anglo-Indian papers observe that this 
no harm if natives outnum- preponderance of the native element is to be attributed 
plete ag inthe Bombay +) the large number of the native rate-payers, and 
ap, Raed to the absence of affection on their part towards 
Europeans. Under this view these papers consider that Government has made a 
mistake in conferring upon Bombay the right of manicipal representation, and 
suggest its withdrawal at the earlist opportunity. ‘T’his opinion 1s wrong, and 
the suggestion is unjust. The native rate-payers did not abstain from selecting 
Europeans in consequence of any race prejudice. The latter derive greater 
advantages from the municipality than the former; and, hence, the natives 
prefer native members in order to secure their own interests. Most of the 
apes again, live aloof from the natives, who, as a general rule, do not 
know more than their names and the offices they hold. Whenever a European 
of their acquaintance is eligible and desires to be elected, the native rate-payers 
do not hesitate to select him. When conceding the municipal franchise, 
Government did not intimate any desire that the native rate-payers should elect 
Europeans only. There are European rate-payers also, and, they, like the native 
rate-payers, are free to elect natives or Kuropeans. Government also sends 
members into the Corporation and enjoys a free choice in appointing them. 
Above all, there is not the least danger of Europeans losing their municipal 
comforts, or the taxes being unduly increased, by there being more natives 
than Europeans in the Corporation or the Town Council. 


The Gujardt Samdehdr (64) of the 25th January, but received on the 28th, 
disapproves of the new wake of duties which the Surat 

States that the people of Municipality proposes to levy. It observes that the 
= whieh’ the Ma sleipatiee — are poor, and that this year is worse than the 
of that town proposes to in- ast, and that they have to pay the new license-tax. 
troduce, Hence complaints are made against the proposed tariff. 
It is said that the duties on silk and other goods, 

which it is proposed either to abolish or to lessen, have been paid from a long 
time, and that the people are quite used to them. Any change, therefore, is un- 
desirable. The Samdchdr advises the rate-payers to make a representation to 


: 


the municipality, and assures them that they will get redress. 


Native States, 


The Samsher Béh4dur (56) of the 22nd January, but received on the 26th, 
Censures the Kérbhérj of Cemsures Mr. Haribhdi Wihdridds, the Karbhéri of the 
the Wadhwin State for pro. Wadhwdan State, for closing the road between the 


hibiting the publicfrom using town and camp of Wadhwan. The distance between 
.the road connecting the town 


of Wadhwin with the camp, 


of natives are prohibited from passing over this road, which is reserved for the 
use of Europeans alone. If any natives are seen passing they are driven away, 


and are obliged to go over another road which is uneven. The Samsher regrets 
to have to prefer this complaint against the K4rbhdri, from whom it expected © 


better things, and hopes he will at once remoye the prohibition in question, - 
| ) e 


the two places is about four miles, and a good road. 
lined with trees connects them. The horses and carts 
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The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 28th J anuary states that cholera is 


ing at 
éliténa, and that since the 15th instant about’ one 
Reports the prevalence of 


hundred and a Fig have occurred daily. The 
oe 8 people scarcely find time to dispose of the corpses. 
Sons of the Chief of Jasad and the Raja of Vala, and the maternal uncle of 
Prince Ménsing have been carried off by this terrible epidemic. Captain Nutt, — 
the Assistant Political Agent, who was at Péliténa on the 15th instant, has left 

it in consequence of this visitation. 


. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 4th February 1879. 
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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA’THI. 


The Indu Prakash ......s.ssesosecerseres Bombay ......ses0 
yy Native Opinion .....cevecocoseserccsere] DO. cvescesenses 
y DnySn Prakfsh  ....cccccseceseceee+] POOMD ..sserecseeeees 
yp SULYOUAYA .....cccssceceereecsenesereees| LOAD secsscesssceess 
, Mabérashtra Mitra .......c.cceseseee| Sbt&Tascsseocnsseenes 
» Bodha Sudhhkar .....cccsecscssecsese| DO. — csvceesereee 
»»  Dnyén Chakshu.........cc0ssscsceeceee] POODE ss .cessececeess 
» Dnydnodaya ......ssssseresseeeeseeeeee| BOMDAY «0 .0ereseeee 

Poona Harald: ........00sepvecseccsess+.] FOOMB.cc.seccceseses 

Subodha Patrik& ...............+0.0..| Bombay .........06 


MARATHI. 
The Arunodaya........sereeceee ceereseeeses| LAMA. ss see seseeeee 


9 | Madepne MEO... cadesndess sadadesse+..| ROMA .....000002 
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"Seg various nations inn been collected under different heads, which are printed i in italics. 


of N ere printed in italics, and the: number of the Newspaper inthe list at the 
the repo! printed in brackets after the name. ig 


Newspapers marked * have not given information as to the number of copies 
cased, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. ee 


*- 


The Natwe Opmmon (2) of the 2nd February, in publishing the procee ai 


of the last University Convocation, remar 
_ ‘Takes exception to a re- Vernacular Newsps did not deserve the censure 
mark & made mp nm aro which the Honorable Mr. aye pases on them with 
r. Gibbs s mversi'Y reference to their complaint about providin uates 
ciaiyse wise be na gd with appointments in the public service. ‘he Native 
Press did not ask Government to create new posts for 
them nor did it advocate that all of them should be employed in the Government 
service. It only contended that where educated men could be employed with 
advantage to the public service, it should be done. As this controversy will — 
probably be interminable, any further discussion upon it in this place is 
superfluous. | 
The same in another article says that it is now pretty certain from the 
accounts received from different parts of India that 
Requests Government to famine is now prevailing in Kathidwdr, Mahérdshtra, 
open relief-works in rye the Presidency of Madras, the North-west Provinces, 
ig Grom wi from Lower Rixigal in the Panjaub. Such being the case, 
famine. — the sufferings of the people will be great indeed since in 
the past two years, the bulk of the ‘eo had to endure 
great privations from the same calamity. Now it is possible that owing to an 
abundant fall of rain this year and the financial straits caused by the Afgan 
war Government may hesitate to open relief-works. Ifsuch turns out to be the 
case, the condition of the people will be deplorable indeed. Strickly speaking, 
Government, should not now throw the burden of supporting famine-stricken 
people on the bounty of the public. .A separate tax has been imposed to afford 
relief during famine, and it is therefore not fair to allow people to die of hunger. 
The Opinion trusts that Government will take immediate steps to open relief- 
works wherever the people are suffering from a scarcity of corn. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 6th February in an article on the duties 

of the famine commission repeats many of the argu- 

if Suggests a. pang ments which have been urged on previous occasions 
Cay gp Boman Preci. and reported in former summaries, and observes that 
dency similar to that in the poverty of the agricultural population is attribu- 
Lower Bengal. — _ table to the exorbitant rate of the land-tax, to its perio- 
ae dical revision and to the unvarying rigour with which 
itis collected. All these causes compel the ryot to seek the assistance of the 
‘Sowkérs, and no amount of legislation which ignores this evil will improve his 
condition. A suggestion is therefore made that the land-tax should be reduced 
and that a permanent settlement should be introduced as in Lower Bengal. The 
condition of the people in that province as well as the fact that the cultivators 
there do not Span as they do in other parts of India, are an incontestable 
proof of the excellence of the permanent settlement. Such is also the opinion 


of some of ouradministrators. The writer seems to suggest these points for the 
favourable consideration of the famine commission. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Kalburga, says, that in the 

so ek ai eps, Si a Nizam’s dominions a good deal of land is lying waste, 

the Wizam’s ryote is beth: 24 the free use of the forests is not yet prohibited. 

ryots is better | age 

than that of the British ryots. Hence the cultivators are prosperous and contented, 

and thus form a contrast to those in British territory. 

No separate tax is levied to afford relief during famine. The subjects of the 

Nizam have ample experience of the benefits of Native rule. The administration 

of justice is simple and easy on account of the entire absence of pleaders. 

Whatever miseries the people have to endure are caused. by the officials only ; 
but in English territory the nuisance of vakils has to be endured in addition. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Indapur, says, that travelling has 
(ok _ become extremely unsafe in that téluka, and that one 
die yee a ee in meets everywhere with beggars who forceably take 
suggests the opening of relief. . what they can get if their demands are not satisfied. 
works. Crime is qn the inerease in all directions, and the eul- 

: tivators are the greatest sufferers. It is reported that 
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by Rémoshis and robbed of all his effects. 

, and so maintain themselves by thieving. If 

not adopted in time the evil will increase. Government 

35 therefore advised to open relief-works, as there are fears of the téluka becom- 
ing desolate for want of the means of subsistence. 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra, (5) of the 30th January, but received on the 2nd 
) February, says, that symptoms of famine have again 
Prays Governmenttoadopt begun to manifest themselves. Owing to the preval- 
measures for mitigating the nee of high prices im fertile Guzerat three thousand 
_evil effects of the impending 14.516 have emigrated to Bombay. Mr. J. Cotton 
Be states that the people are not yet out of danger and 
‘that there is every probability of a recurrence of famine this year. The 
Reverend Mr. Gates reports from personal observations made at Winchur 
and other places, that the condition of the lower classes is so wretehed that out 
of twelve families selected at random not one will be found to enjoy a full meal 
daily. Most persons are a. themselves on grass-seed, and deaths from 
‘starvation are occurring daily. Mention is made of a certain Government 
servant, whose name is not stated, who has also given his opinion to the same 
effect. Notwithstanding these statements, the Bombay Government might say 
that famine is over and that the condition of the peuple is improving. But the 
fact that people cannot obtain food during the harvesting season is ominous and 
' forebodes calamity. The Mahdrashtra Mitra, therefore, earnestly prays Govern- 
ment to take timely measures for the prevention of the impending catastrophe. 


A correspondent of the same states that the condition of the ple in the 
S4tdéra Collectorate is so wretched that they are read 

| Says that distress among to do any thing in order to obtain their livelihood. 
the masses has increased ‘This has led to the increase of crime, and the police 
orgie ping deerwmemn | aS cope with the evil, Here details are 
Bee . given of various thefts, robberies and dacoities which 
have lately happened in the several talukas of the Sdtdéra Collectorate, and it 
' is stated that the Chief Constables and their subordinates have more work 
' on their hands than they can properly perform. The writer promises to suggest 
remedial measures on a future occasion. 


Another correspondent of the same mentions that one Hari Rémoshi, a bad 
nee character, well known to the police, is now doing much 
- seapets Me: eepenenere. a mischief in the Sdtéra Co ectorate. Wherever he 
BS foc goes he levies black-mail from the villagers, who are 
7 obliged to yield for fear of ill-treatment. He has 
. formed a large gang and is now committing dreadful atrocities, by which some 
persons have, it is reported, met with death. He prowls about in the Khatéw, 
_ Mén, and Koregaon Télukas of the Sdtdra Collectorate. The Police Super- 
_ intendent is earnestly requested to apprehend this marauder. 


The Bodha Sudhdker, (6) of the 29th January, but received on the 2nd 


February, in publishing a long account of the career of 


Praises Mr. Pedder, the Mr. Pedder and the important services which he has 
peng, Pe apse andar, rendered to the Government and the public, observes 


water project in connection ‘hat from his antecedents he must be considered as 
with that city. one of the most distinguished men in the service. 
: His appointment as Collector of Sétéra, therefore, is a 

source of great joy to the inhabitants of that district. On this occasion there is 
nothing particular to suggest ; but we hope that he will look with a kindly 
feeling on the people committed to his care, and that he may win still greater — 
ie pare than he at hitherto =. Rabe Bodha Sudhdékar trusts that Mr. 
er carry out the project of supplying water to the city of Sdtéra, which 

has been under duilatdbeaiion for the last fftoen years. J 


With reference to the forages made in me Belgaum Samdchdr, (13) of the 

. anuary, on the subject of corruption which 
Suggests means for rooting prevails among native officizis, the Arunodaya, (11) of 
wre the 2nd February, observes that such strictures are un- 

_ Jutifiable, particularly when there is no proof for the 
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allegation. To root out corruption is eq the business of Government and 
| coe people. The natives have reached the lowest state of degradation owing to 
foreign domination and the diversion of commerce into foreign hands, and have 
become perfectly inert. To rouse them from their lethargy, their martial spirit 
-must be revived. They will then feel a desire to excel and forsake all evil 
ways. Even then there will be some black sheep among them. In such ¢ 
civilized country as England such persons are not rare. Again great discretion 
- should be exercised in making selections for the public service, and preference 
should be given to men of high and respectable families. Here the writer states 
that at an early period of English rule, Englishmen of noble families came to 
' administer the Esvenitiént ere. and their behaviour towards the natives was 
in every way admirable. Now the competitive system has supplanted the old 

method of* selection, and a set of law and ill-bred fellows have been let loose on 
India who have helped to increase the miseries of the people. In former days 
examinations did not reign so supreme as they do now, and hence persons of 
| high families were employed as Mdmledars and Moonsifs. Justice was then 

better administered and more-attention was paid to the welfare of the subject. 
~The Arunodaya submits these observations for the consideration of Govern- 
' ment, and believes that without these precautionary measures mere punishment 
_ will not-deter people from accepting bribes. 


The Belgawm Saméachar, ( he of the 27th January, repeats the old and 
frequently made complaint that no honest attempt is 


Complains of reductions made to reduce taxation by making retrenchments in 


bei made in the lower : : 7. % . 
_ being tiirenmendt tat the public establishments. If it is determined to 


B ond of the levy of black-mail reduce expenditure, it is usually done by dismissing 
by Government officialsm the ill-paid clerks and peons, As an illustration in point 
: tik, &e. the writer mentions the recent reductions in the 
Public Works Department, and says that they have 
| affected the labouring population only ; while the higher officers, for whom there 
1s no work, are still retained. Such injustice has often been brought to the 
| notice of Government, but without any result. The writer also says that when 
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7) the revenue is collected from the people, black-mail is collected with it, which 
7) goes to fill the pockets of Government servants. Mention is also made of an 
; additional charge made by stamp vendors when selling stamps, and it is alleged 
_ that where there is a single vendor he is peculiarly successful in realising it. 
_ Again in the year 1862, when cotton fetched a high price, Government sold saw- 
| gins to various pe for cleaning cotton, and agreed to repair them at an 
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- annual charge of Rs. 15 for each gin. This continued for some time, and 
_ though the gins have not been used for some years, and the owners have even 
_ left the trade, yet the annual charge for repairs is made. The Mémledé4rs do 
_ this for fear of incurring the displeasure of their superior authorities. 


The Satya Sadan, (18) of a February, nfo am on ay 4th, repeats 
pa many of the arguments which it has used on previous 
| the Stas hare gs ag hig occasions on the subject of the abolition of the duty 
- ported into India. on cotton goods imported into India, and remarks that 
| ‘ in no country in the world do merchants exercise a 
_ greater influence on Government than in England. But India is unrepresent- 
_ ed and has no advocates. Why should not therefore the English ministry help 
| to swell the profits of the wealthy merchants of Manchester at her expense ? tt 
_ would be really amazing if a contrary spirit were exhibited. These mercharts 
_ are frying to effect the ruin of this country in a variety of ways, The sugges- 
_ tion of the mill-owners of Manchester to the Government of India to enact a law 
for regulating the working hours of labourers in Indian mills is apparently made 
from kindly motives; but its real objects is to nip-in-the-bud the young and 
| mising cotton industry of India. They will most probably succeed in their aim 
| owing to the support of the ministry. Here reference is made to the ledge 
| given by Lord Salisbury for the abolition of the duty in question, and it is 
_ remarked that the demands of the merchants of Manchester have been caused 
By the too favourable aesounts of the Indian finances delivered by the Secretary - 
0 State in Parliament. They contend that the time has now arrived for the 
_ redemption of the pledge. Now, although this claim is prejudicial to the interests 
of » it will have to be allowed on account of the previous promise, It will 
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e do to deny the flourishing condition of the Indian finances, If the 
pry is ode debit of eighty lacs caused by this measure will have to be 
made lg oy posing additional taxation. It remains to be seen how Lord 


Cranbrook acquits himself on this occasion. 


tdi of the 31st Jan , but received on the 2nd February, says, 
ee one ot that the land revenue is being collected from ‘the 


| Censures Government for +yots in the most relentless manner. ‘The agricultural 
collecting 2 9h betes the pulation has already had to endure great privations 
crops-are gathered. uring the famine of the last two years. To recover 


therefore the land-tax this year, by selling their crops before they are gathered, 
is an exceedingly harsh proceeding. The Shiwdji hopes that the authorities 
_ will be merciful to the ryots in this matter. 


The same, in discussing the cost of the Indian Army, de many argu- 
“a, ments which have been frequently reported, and 

Pep a reduction of Cheerves that if the present extravagant expenditure 
befiro dees is kept up the people will be gradually reduced to 
- indigence and thus the main prop on which the stability of Government de- 
me will be endangered. The security of life and property which the people 
enjoy under British rule has been the chief cause of its popularity with the 
masses ; but gbis will continue only so long a the people have means of subsist- 
‘ence. Those who have no wealth and therefore nothing to lose will not 
- hesitate to commit crimes. The robberies and dacoities which are frequently 
happening in the collectorates of Thana and Sholépur amply confirm the truth 
© of this statement. The Shiwdji hopes that every effort will be made to diminish 
the exttavagant army charges and the consequent heavy taxation caused by them. 


The Satdharma Dipa, in its number for Ashwin of the Shaliwan year 1800, 
contains an article on the Indian weather and English 
| pr eg ae weg aay temper. The writer says that a great deal of clamour 
priors: rea prevails, that the English in India behave in the most 
reckless manner, illtreat natives, and enjoy themselves 
in the best style without paying the least regard to the welfare of the people. 
' There can be no doubt that this statement is true. Such conduct is quite in 
| conformity with human nature. It would be impossible to find a human being 
' whom the possession of unrestrained authority or prime, manhood, or untold 
| wealth has not led to perdition. But when these three gifts are centred in one 
| and the same individual, the result is invariably most calamitous. The English 
in India suffer from this evil We do not mean to assert that all Englishmen 
_ who visit India are foolish and ignorant. However ninety-nine per cent. are 
_ of this description. There are undoubtedly many honorable, generous, and 
| wealthy psa in England ; but to the misfortune of natives, such men are not 
i to posts of authority in this country, or perhaps do not care to accept 
| them. The observations of Lord Lytton in the Fuller case were universally 
_ condemned by the official and non-official Europeans in India; but the same 
- met with the warm approval of the press and public in England. In the same 
| manner, the restoration ofthe Berars to the Nizam is disapproved by the Euro- 
_ peans here; but the same measure is advocated in England by high minded 
: and poeenencoyne men. The opinions of the Indian officials do not possess 
| weight with the statesmen of England ; and therefore the former invent all kinds 
_ of malicious stories to reduce the importance of the latter. As an illustration 
_ in point the writer mentions that on the eve of Sir Salar Jung’s departure to 
_ England, some Rngiah journals here gave out that he was going to make pre- 
_ sents to influential statesmen and newspapers in England in order to secure 
them in his interest. It is easy to imagine the childishness and levity of this 
| charge. This statement is calculated to cast a stigma on the English character 
= as open to corruption. That there exists a vast difference between the temper 
of the English in England; and India, may be easily concluded from the 
preceding considerations, and it can be only accounted for by the change 
_ of circumstances. Besides Englishmen of good families rarely, if ever, come 
_ to India; while those who are invested with authority here come mostly 
from poor families. These are just the sort of persons to give themselves 
. great airs when they are put to rule over a weak race. It is only when Gov- 
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m= approaching retirement from 


ent will int wise and thoughtful Europeans in the administration 
rot the stability of the English rule will be ensured and that a of cor- 
diality will grow up between the governors and the verned. Otherwise there 
will be an outward show of strength, but inwardly it will be all rotten. Before 
the English obtained complete ascendancy in. India, the business of Govern- 
ment was one of great deli and responsibility, and hence the Englisitmen 
of those days used to be intimate with and kind to natives. Again in former 
times any misconduct of. its servants was severely punished by Government, and 
hence they had to act with fear and caution. All thisis changed. Now-a-days 
if Euro are found ill-treafing or oppressing the people, they are seldom 
censured, If, however, in any case their behaviour is too glaring or gross to 
be passed over, the authorities usually help such officials to obtain furlough im 
order to enable them to enjoy the climate and society of England. How can such 
persone possibly care for the people committed to their charge, and how can the 
latter derive any benefit from those who treat them as if they were mere animals 
for sport? We know that the happiness of the teeming millions of India is a 
_ matter of supreme indifference to the English officials. But since the Govern- 
ment which appoints them makes professions of making its subjects happy and 
contented and wishes for their moral and intellectual advancement, we have taken 
the liberty to point out the causes which obstruct this progress. Amidst all 
the short comings which are mentioned here, there is one cause for congratula- 
tion. Under the British Government the natives enjoy a greater freedom of 
speech than they did under former Governments; but this liberty is not so 
- beneficial as it might be as all the superior officials are of the ruling race. In 
' conclusion, the writer says that it will be an auspicious day for India when our 


rulers well take measures to prevent their offictals from behaving in the manner 
_ in which they have hitherto done, 


Gujardt Mitra, (46) of the 2nd February, is glad that the Fellows of the 
University of Bombay are collecting funds to. perpe- 
tuate the memory of the Honourable Mr. Gibbs on his 
approaching retirement. It is also very happy that 
the public has been allowed to contribute to this fund 
since the honourable gentleman has not only satisfac- 
torily discharged the duties of the Vice-Chancellor- 
is ship, but also of the various public offices which he 
has filled from time to time in this presidency. 

The same, in another leader, notices the resolution of the Bombay Govern- 
ment of the 10th January last, reducing a Superinten- 
dent of Police for having failed to facilitate magiste- 
rial enquiry into a crime committed by his subordi- 
nates. ‘This resolution speaks well for Government. 
But it would have been better if this officer had been 
dismissed, or, at least if his name had been published. 
It cannot be denied that many instances of police 
Le tyranny do not come to light, and those few which 
come to the knowledge of the public, through the press, show that this depart- 
ment 1s a great blot, on the otherwise heneficent British administration. The 
_ ignorance and timidity of the people contribute to some extent to this result. 
_ But the late Surat trial has shown that, even respectable, well known, and influ- 
_ ential persons are powerless before a fearless and reckless police officer. There 
_ are, no doubt, some honorable men among them; but it is to be regretted that 
there are others who are quite shameless and capable of doing acts: disgraceful 
_ to themselves and unbecoming to the Government which they serve. 


The same, in a leader on the police oppression in Bulsér, observes that the 
news that carts are being seized for the use of regi- 


_ Is glad that a public sub, 
® scription is being raised to 
‘ Sper the memory of the 
- Honorable Mr. Gibbs on his 


- Is sorry that the resolution 
_ of the Bombay Government 
| of the 10th Jan last has 
' only degraded the Police 
_ Snperintendent referred to 
. and not dismissed him from 


' service, 


Makes some Ohietedioen 


_ about the forcible detention 

s of carts in the Surat District 

; for the use of troops trans- 

= ferred from one station to 
: another ° 


-ments transferred from one station to another spreads 


& panic among cultivators and cartmen. Although 
Government gives them proper wages, yet they are 
unwilling to accept service, There must be some g 
reason for this state of things. When troopsare about | 
to march, intimation of their movements is given to 


_ the authorities on the line of march, and they are directed to keep carts ready. 
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The consequence is that they seize carts at one and the same time, and detain 
them for a week or so before they are actually required. During this interval, 
the cartmen have to remain under restraint without any payment, and have to 
feed themselves and their bullocks from their own means. Besides those who 
are entrusted with the work of collecting carts do not act honestly in the matter. 
As an illustration in point the writer mentions that some troops passed through 
the Bulsdér Tdluka on the 30th and 31st January, and yet carts were seized for 
their use on the 24th January and were detained until their arrival. Thus the 
cartmen had to bear the inconvenience of this detention. Again, on the 26th 
January the Police Patil of Wagrej, accompanied by the village Dhed and Police- 
men, entered the houses of cortain Mahomedan oilmen through the back-doors, 
and forcibly took away the bullocks yoked to the mills. The owners protested, 
but no attention was paid to their remonstrance. They did not get back their 
animals until the 31st, and had to suspend their work during this time. Upon 
this the Mitra observes that if a statement showing the number of soldiers 
ordered to march, the stages at which they are to halt, and the dates on which 
they are to pass through the different villages on the line of march, is circulated 
among the authorities, so much inconvenience will not be experienced by the 
cartmen as is felt by them now. In conclusion, the Mitra requests Government 
to give favourable consideration to the above suggestion. 


The same, in another leader headed distress in Kathidwér, states that about 

nests the Political ® year ago Government announced that famine had 
Agent of K&athiéwér to open disappeared; and though great scarcity of corn pre- 
relief-works for ee vailed at that time in many parts of Kathidwar, the 
people of that province, “e- = Political Agent of that province suppressed the fact 
in order to support the assertion of Government. The people of that pro- 
vince, for a long time, bore the distress without complaint, and did not become a 
burden to the public until they were quite unable to cope with the evil. When 
no aid could be obtained from the neighbouring British territory hundreds of 
these unfortunate people went by way of Broach to Bombay. It isa happy cir- 
cumstance that a charitable Hindu gentleman of Bombay is feeding them, and 
that the Deccan Relief Committee has rendered them some help. This assist- 
ance cannot be continued much longer, and therefore some Bombay newspapers 
recommend that they be sent back to their native country, through fear of their 
giving rise to some epidemic. From the statement made by the President of 
the Surat municipality it seems that the distress will continue until the close of 
the year. It behoves the Political Agent, therefore, to open relief-works, and 
the Native Princes and the public of Kathidwdr to extend the hand of charity for 
their relief. 


A correspondent of the same recommends Government, municipalities, and 
._ Charitable persons to erect railings or parapet-walls 

Recommends the erection yound wells in Guzerat to prevent persons from fallin 
of pdrapet-walls to wells in . Ss 
Guzerat to prevent accidents. Ito them. These wells are very deep, and women 
__ and girls, who generally draw water from them, fre- 
uently meet with accidents. If a net work is put upon the tops, as is done to 
the wells inthe town of Parantej, there will be more security against these 

mishaps. 


The Bombay Samdechdr, (47) of the 8rd February, states that Mr. Pritchard, 

eee Minnie tests the Abkdri Commissioner, has issued, under Act V. of 
cnimheuniainaaidlt toe anal 1878, a notification, prohibiting the storage of more 
liquor called Mowré from the than a gallon of country-liquor without a license, and 
provisions of the notice a fine of rupees two hundred and the sequestration of 
issued by the Abkari Com- the liquor are threatened in case any one acts in con- 
veto travention of this order. This prohibition must cause 
a great deal of inconvenience to the consumers of this liquor, particularly the 
Parsis who use in large quantities the Mowré liquor. They purchase it in large 
quantities for two reasons. When a large quantity is hought good stuff can be 
obtained at a comparatively cheap price. Again, it isa well-known fact that, 
the older the liquor the better is its quality. Hence, many persons store it in 
large quantities, and in most Pérsi families this liquor as old as fifty years can 
be found at this moment. Mr. Pritchard’s notification will, therefore, cause great 
inconvenience and trouble to these people in obtaining the necessary license or 
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‘ssion of Government. The Samdchdr hopes that Government will exempt 
ence from the provisions of the notification. ( The Jéme Jamsed (48) and 
the Akhbdre Sowddgur, (49) of the 5th February, express similar sentiments.) 


The Jdme Jamsed, as | of the Ist February, but received on the 3rd, in 

sat thad the Metive uding to the immigrants into Bombay from 
aaa sf KAthiéwar should Kéthidwdr, who have been driven from their native 
be compelled to make due land by the failure of the crops owing to heavy rains 
provision for their respective gnd locusts, observes that though several of them have 
distressed subjects. been sent back to their tga” | ; their number in Bom- 
bav has not decreased, as more of them have come. There are also reasons for 


believing that several hundreds more will come presently. Though the 


condition of Bombay itself is far from to Ye just now ; she can feed these 
people ; but she may have to suffer a good deal from the epidemic which these 
creatures might bring with them. It will be better, therefore, if some 
arrangements are made for them in Kéthidwér itself. ‘These unfortunate persons 
are the subjects of the native princes of that province who are just now in a 
condition to take care of them. For instance a large portion of these immigrants 
are the ryots of the Bhévnagar State, which is now in a flourishing condition. 
Some of the other States are also in equally good circumstances, and the 
Political Agent should compel them to make proper arrangements for the main- 
tenance of their respective subjects. _ If any of these princes are unable to do so 
from want of funds, the British Government should lend them the requisite 
money. By doing this they will be taught to take due care of their ryots in 
times of famine, as the paramount Government has been doing lately. In 
conclusion, the Jéme Jamsed hopes that Government will at once draw the 
attention of the Political Agent to this important matter. 


The same, of the 4th February, observes that great distress prevails in the 


town of Surat on account of want of employment and 
Complains of distress and 


robberies in the town of 


Saved: suffering from starvation, and several of them sell or 


desert their children at night and leave for other 
places. Thefts and robberies have increased of late, and their frequent occur- 
rence has spread terror among the people. Some robbers go about armed and 
plunder persons in the night. The police has not been able to cope with this 
evil completely. 


The Rast Goftdr, (50) of the 2nd February, in alluding to the enquiry 
_ going on before the Chief Presidency Magistrate into 
Observes that Kesowji the criminal charges brought against Kesowji Naik 


Naik ought now to have been . ‘my Se ; 
ate, eps by the Chief and the other Directors of the Spinning and Weaving 


Presidency Magistrate unti]) Companies, to which Nursey Kesowji was Secretary, 


Nursey was apprehended. Treasurer, and Agent; observes that there is a strong 


ae objection to Kesowji being released on bail. His son 
Nursey is still at large, and there is little likelihood of his being apprehended 


‘soon. Kesowji transacts business and spends money on account of his absent 


son; and hence he must know his whereabouts. In not revealing his hiding 
enn Kesowji has committed a crime, and he ought not to be released on bail. 
oreover, Kesowji cannot legally insist upon being released, and his liberation 


depends ang on the discretion of the Magistrate. But he has forfeited all 
claims upon the exercise of clemency by concealing his son. 


The same observes that the Supreme me, gay Council has undertaken to 
ie ok Sh a improved law for the‘management of Presi- 
i. = ; = Ben . dency Banks, and a suggestion has been made that two 
gement of the Bank of : : . 
Bombay, and requests that Of the directors and the auditors ought to be appointed 
the bill before the Supreme by Government. But it seems from the recent expo- 


Legislature for improving the gypr . 
winekaianiek of tie ~ oo e of defects in the management of the Bank of 


Bombay in connecti ith th t fail th 
Daclnchaahl 4 7. 10n Wl e recen ures that 
a ee * the appointment of Government directors and audi- 
. tors will not pons of much service. The last half- 
early published account of the Bank shows that the amount of over-due bills on 


: 


essrs. Nicol and Co..comes to about six lacs of rupees. Deducting from this 
sum, the amount held by the Bank as guarantee for the debt, the Bank will have 


the high prices of food grains. Many poor people are - 


ee 


10 


to suffer a clear loss of a lac and-a-half. Though the same account does not 
show what amount Nursey Kesowji owes, 7* a correspondent of the Bombay 
Gazette states that the Bank has advanced two lacs to Nurse : himself and 
twelve and-a-half lacs to the mills. Against these debts, the Bank is said to hold 
guarantees from the mills and Kesowji Naik. The Directors of the Bank have 
purposely kept, says the Secretary of the Bank, silence in regard to these gua- 
rantees. This and the depressed condition of the market make it difficult to 
say what loss the Bank will ultimately have to suffer. But the facts that the 
Bank had advanced twenty lacs to speculators and that guarantees for this large 


debt were not obtained until very recently, speak against the sound manage- 
ment of the Bank. 


The Nydya Prakdsh, (65) of the 3rd February, compares Mr. W. Wedder- 
burn, the Judge of Ahmednagar, with the Magistrate 
Makes a comparison be- ofthe Alipur District, in Bengal, and praises the 
tween Mr. Wedderburn and former saa censures the latter. At a meeting held at 
the Magistrate of Alipur, in Ahmednagar, on the 17th January, Mr. Wedderburn 
Bengal, and praises the for- : ; ; 
mer and censures the latter. made a speech in favour of the establishment of arbi- 
tration courts. He also declared himself in favour of 
increasing the period of limitation on bond debts to twelve years, and added 
that the rate of court fees should be diminished. Thus this gentleman’s conduct 
was kind towards the natives, and deserves every praise. Now mark the con- 
duct of the Magistrate of Alipur. He find the Chief Officer and the Chief Engi- 
neer of a steamer in the sums of Rs. 100 and 200 respectively, for throwing into 
the sea a native who had gone on the steamer on business. Had the Magistrate 
read Lord Lytton’s minute in the notorious Fuller case he would not have let 
off the persons, who made an attempt at manslaughter, simply witha fine. How- 
ever there is no help, as His Lordship is deeply engaged in the management of 
the war with Afganistan. 
Municipalities. 
The Swadesh Mitra, (26) of the 4th February, alludes to the agitation now 
prevailing in Bombay on the question of the drainage 
_ Opines that the contract ¢ontract, and observes that the work should be done by 
for drainage-works should be . . 
given to Nagu Sayaji & Co, contract, and not departmentally. The writer is un- 
able to conceive why any objection should be raised 
to the tender of Nagu Sayaji and Co. That firm has constructed various 
costly works in Bombay and in the neighbourhood during the last fifteen years, 
and it would be difficult to find their equal in credit and integrity. That such 
eminent contractors should not be considered competent to execute drainage- 
“orks in a satisfactory manner is a statement, the partiality of which we will 
leave to the public to decide. Owing to the increase among sycophants and 
flatterers in Bombay for securing honors, the English people and English 
journals find an excuse for making contemptuous observation on natives. 
Want of unanimity is one of the capital defects in the native character; while 
unity is the ruling principle of action among Europeans, and hence their uniform 
success. These facts should be carefully considered by leading natives, and they 
should make very effort to strengthen their own cause. | 


_ With reference to the recent discussion in the Town Council of Bombay on 
: on the subject of the acceptance of a tender for the 
Praises the nativemembers construction of drainage-works, the Rast Goftér, (50) 
pd Town Council for of the Ind February, observes that the result of the 
g independence in the , ' . 
matter of the contract for ebate by itself was unsatisfactory. But the conduct 
drainage-works in Bombay. of the native members, who formed the majority, was 
. obviously in the interests of the rate-prayers, and 
therefore deserves commendation. The Rédst Goftdr is glad that they have not 
submitted to the dictation of the municipal authorities and the European mem- 
bers of the Town Council and to the adverse criticisms of the English journals. 


(Six other Gujar4ti newspapers express similar sentiments.) 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Poona, 11th February 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


ce to the Resolution of Government in the Police wh age gy 
ve ee relating to the conviction of a Constable in the 
Approves of the Resolution Inddépur Téluka, the Mahdrashtra Mitra (5) of the 6th 
of Government in connection February, but received on the 9th, observes that 
vee ag Sere wig AN every one will rejoice at it. All officials are proud of 
ry ae ' the department to which they belong, and are there- 
fore indulgent to the faults of their subordinates. This is one of the causes 
why people are unable to obtain redress from the oppression of the police; but 
this resolution has made it clear that Government has never countenanced, nor 
will in future countenance, any deliberate infraction of law. The Mitra, there- 
fore, earnestly begs all police officers to be always on the alert, lest they entirely 
lose the confidence of Government. 


A correspondent of the same ire that the crops have been utterly de- 
stroyed by the combined operation of an excessive 
sees Bema hicage olen Rly rainfall, disease, rats, and locusts, and that from all 
justification for levying “° accounts famine prevails everywhere. To impose 
Sd the License-tax at such a juncture is very cruel. In 
affording relief to the distressed people Government exacted labor from them, 
and that at a cheaper rate. Besides, the public works which were started 
during the famine will ultimately benefit Government. There was, therefore, 
no justification for levying the License-tax. Finally, the writer requests the 
Famine Commissioners to suggest remedial measures, as they must have seen 
with their own eyes the awful condition of the people at Sholdpur. 


The Bodha Sudhékar (6) of the 5th February, but received on the 9th, in 
_ long and somewhat incoherent article, says that our 
Exhorts the people of this poverty is mainly attributable to the inordinate con- 
country to encourage her : , . 
industrial progress: sumption of the Manchester goods in India. The 
: wealthy merchants of Manchester profess to be 
actuated by humane motives in advocating the enactment of a Factory Act for 
India; but their real object is to ruin the young and rising cotton industry of this 
country. It is therefore the duty of every Native to abstain from purchasing 
English cloth. It also behoves our rich merchants to encourage to the utmost 
the growth of American cotton in this country. Foreign nations have for 
centuries been enjoying themselves at the expense of India, but never in an 
former period of her history did this country sink to its present depth of 
degradation. Untold wealth is being carried to England on account of Govern- 
ment and commerce, and it seems to be the object of the English peuple to 
make slaves of natives. Finally, the writer advises all Aryas to strive their 
utmost to help the industrial progress of their mother country. 


A correspondent of Lr a bs nm himself ms ‘A Well-wisher of the. 
orld,” says that the cost of the Afghan war is sure to 

Beg ip beet Sr ogee exceed the estimate announced oe the Secretary of 
of the Afghan war. State for India in Parliament, and that such is also the 
opinion of eminent English statesmen. Besides, the 
annexation of Afghanistan will be a costly affair, and in no way beneficial to 
India or England, There is also no ground for supposing that the Russian 
advance will be checked by this measure. The present warlike policy of the 
Indian Government is sure to prove disastrous in the end, and it is therefore 
unfair to throw its cost on India. Government may think that India is not so 
pow as she really is; but actual observation will disabuse them of that idea. 
f{ the present unjust system of taxation is persisted in, either the British 


Government will have to abandon the country, or the natives will have to seek 
for their living elsewhere. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 9th pede inan article on Arbitration Conrts, 
Advises the people to re. ®8Y8 that under former Governments all causes were 
sort to Arbitration Courts,  “isposed of in these courts, but since the adveat of 


the English, people have. got into the habit of resort- 
ng tothe public tribunals for the adjudication Kye trifling suits. Ina 
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eeting at Ahmednagar for the purpose of giving information to the Famine 
an Mr. Wedderburn distinctly stated that the income from stamps and 
court fees in this presidency left a clear gain of five lacs-of to Govern- 
ment after providing for the expenses of all the judicial establishments. This 
sum may be said to be taken out of the ets of the labouring ar om so 
If, therefore, justice could be equally well obtained without paying this-large 
amount to Government, the cheaper method should be adopted. Mark how 
careless we are of our own interests, although philanthropic foreigners like Mr. 
Wedderburn are always pointing out the way to our good. It is very often 
said that the decrees of Arbitration Courts are useless, since they have not the 
power of executing those decrees. To this we reply that our wise rulers have 
already made a provision for filing the award in the regularly established Courts, 
which possess the power of executing decrees. Again, it may be urged that 
professional practitioners will lose their vocation if Arbitration Courts are multi- 
plied ad libitum. This view is erroneous. No reasons can be given for 
dispensing with the services of Vakils before arbitration tribunals. Whatever 
grounds may be alleged for the employment of Vakils before the regularly 
established Courts are equally valid in the case of arbitration tribunals. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 31st January discusses the question of the 
Rey decline of the commercial prosperity of England, and 

ey oO eaten says that India has in no way contributed to it. The 
this country, which it has annual returns furnished by the custom’s authorities 
hitherto neglected in itsat- show that the consumption of English goods in India 
tempt to conserve those of has been steadily increasing for several years, and, 
— besides, the Government of India is too careful of the 
interests of their own countrymen to sacrifice them to those of the unhappy 
eountry which they govern. The real causes of the dullness of English trade 
are to be found elsewhere. America has been regularly gaining ground, and 
produces goods cheaper and of a superior quality, which are gradually driving 
English commodities from the markets of the world. Again, the greediness for 
gain, which has recently become the characteristic of English manufacturers, 
has led them to produce goods of inferior quality, and this has led to their 
diminished consumption. ‘The poverty of India is mainly attributable to the 
neglect of the commercial interests of India by the British Government. The 


Shubha Suchak, therefore, earnestly hopes that Government will in future attend 
carefully to her interests, 


The Khdndesh Waibhaw (17) of the 13th January, in an article on the 


i. proposed Factory Bill, says that Acts are being multi- 
PO tse of the Factory lied as vanhabt ea aaiasiinoaat but that while some 

of the latter cease to exist, some of the former continue 
to harass with unabated vigour. Strictly speaking Government interference 
in the private concerns of soviety is, as a general rule, injurious, and no valid 
pats! has been assigned for bringing forward this measure. A reduction 
in the number of working hours in the case of operatives employed in the 
Indian mills will result in a diminution of their wages. This will only aggra- 
vate their distress, since their present remuneration hardly suffices to keep body 
and soul together. His Excellency Sir Richard Temple and the Supreme 
Government are both opposed to any legislation on this subject, but have been 
obliged to yield to the dictates of the Secretary of State. This high authority 
has again been influenced by the interested representations of the merchants of 
Manchester, who believe that this measure will increase the expenses of produc- 
tion, and thus enable them to augment the consumption of their tee in India. 
We, therefore, humbly pray that Government will deeply consider the subject 


before finally passing this mischievous law. 


A correspondent of the Nésik Writta (19) of the 8th February, but received 
Complains of the bad con- on the 9th, eee Tay Thana, says that it has been 


duct of the Meatar of ¥ already made public that the reckless Head Master of 

x stewal "1 at Thine the Vernacular School No. 1 deprived a pupil of a 

er free studentship because he refused to for him. 

It is now stated that the same lad bas been expelled from the school as the Head 
aN P15—2 [con 679} | a 


» 
- ~ 


: ie . 
erlt ad reoctnstite 


7 r beli him to be the author of a petition which had been made against 
| agp pr alleged falsification of the catalogue. The boy. thereupon 
r pealed to the’ Deputy Educational Inspector of the Thana Subdivision, who 
advised him to migrate to some otherschool. Is this & pro answer ? Is this 

just? The correspondent hopes that the higher eductional authorities will be 
pleased to take notice of this case. 


‘wait (25) of the 7th February, but received on the 9th, alludes to 
The Eee Fs the persistent efforts of the merchants of Manchester 
Disapproves of the efforts for the abolition of the duty on cotton goods imported 
of the Manchester merchants into India; and observes that no sooner did the Secre- 
po raid po a “ts of State for India announce in Parliament that 
si there would be a surplus in the Indian budget, than 
the Manchester merchants felt as if nectar were poured into their mouths. They 
reiterated their demand for the abolition of the duty, and sent deputations to 
urge their claims before that official. The Government of India have intimated 
their intention to appoint a commission to report on the subject. As a matter 
of fact this duty is paid by the Natives of India, and since they are willing to 
bear it, it seems odd that our rulers should attempt to do away with it on the 
. representation of third parties. There are stronger reasons for doing away 
with the duty on opium, and Government ought to abolish it first. ‘That the 
duty on cotton goods causes any loss to the English merchants is a mere 
myth and has no foundation in fact. Fine cloth is not produced in India, 
and its consumption will not increase even after the abolition of this duty, 
because the bulk of the people wear rough cloth, which is made here. This 
measure will therefore cause an unnecessary loss to the Indian revenues. Be- 
sides, the time is inopportune. Government has imposed new taxes in order 
to recoup itself for the expenditure incurred during famine, and the proceeds of 
these taxes have been appropriated for purposes not originally intended. It is 
therefore sheer unjustice to sacrifice so much revenue. 


The Satdharma Dipa (43) for the month of Margashirsha of the Shdliwan 
year 1800 contains an article on the extraordinary 
Pee: bal few ee of temper of English officials and their ignorance of the 
tcl SS SCVrnaculars. The writer says that English officials 
often exhibit such gross ignorance of Marathi, that 
they commit the most ludicrous mistakes through misapprehension.. As an 
illustration in point, it is mentioned that a certain man complained to a Euro- 
ean Magistrate of having been injured by a neighbour’s bull. Upon this the 
istrate sent for the owner and desired him to find bail. The Shirastedar 
and the owner understood that the bull was to be produced. The mistake 
occurred because the English word bail is similar in pronounciation to the 
Marathi word &%, which means bull. The mistake was not discovered until 
the bull was actually placed before him as directed, and then, instead of quietly 
passing over the error, he used opprobrious epithets to the Shirastedér for having 
misunderstood him. These officials fancy themselves to be perfect masters of 
the language after having passed a cou Ye of easy examinations, although their 
knowledge is very scanty indeed. They vsaafly make fearful mistakes in 
ordinary conversation, and if any native should endeavour to correct them he 
is abused for presuming to know better. They are also notorious for their 
violent tempers. The late Mr. Ayerst, of the Civil Service, who was nicknamed 
eis (calamity) for his violent temper, was once going to Alibég to hold the 
monthly sessions there. Asan act of courtesy, the Bhéu Saheb Biwalkar of 
that station, a gentleman of high birth and great wealth, sent his palanquin 
and bearers to fetch him. About mid-way the party halted, and on one of the 
bearers happening to yawn, Mr Ayerst at once administered a slap in his face. 
A similar occurrence took place under similar circumstances when a certain old 
gentleman came to act as Police Superintendent at Alibég. These instances 
show the ill-breeding and unmannerliness of those persons, who from their high 
positions ought to know how to behave better. It is no honor to serve 6% : 
_ of such character; one is obliged to do so solely in order to earn a livelihood. 
» Until an improvement takes place in this respect there will be no mutual sym- 
pathy between the Governors and the governed. | dita teres 


e 


Saet 


| ‘ardt Mitra (46) of the 9th February states that the undermentioned 
ina agence eat being extensively circulated in the town 
vrelliae ioc ea and re Of Surat and that foolish persons believe them. The 
attention of the police is earnestly requested to direct its attention to 
these idle rumours.. 1.—A Russian glass vessel .con- 
taining a force of five thousand men with ammunition has arrived at Bombay. 
The British Government objected to her entering the port; but she has anchor- 
ed in the harbour in spite of the prohibition. She remains under water and: 
seldom comes to the surface. Many more such vessels are coming after her. 
Under these circumstances the Governor of Bombay obtained reinforcements 
by telegraphing for them. 2.—Four hundred armed Afghans have appeared 
at Ankleswar. They set fire to two houses and plundered a few shops. 
3 —Government has resolved upon selling all the forts situated between Poona and 
Ahmedabad. It has been decided to seli the fort of Surat for two lacs of rupees. 
The Bhadra of Ahmedabad has been already sold. It has been also determined 
to dispose of the telegraph office, the hospital, and the municipal buildings at 
Surat. 4.—-Government asked the Dewa-Mémletddr in the Deccan to state 
the possible duration of British rule. He replied that the English people would 
have to decamp from this country within six months. After this answer was 
given, Government imprisoned him; but he has escaped from the prison in a 
miraculous manner. (The Guzerat Samdchdr (64) of the 8th February, but 
received on the 10th, publishes a conversation between an uncle and his nephew, 
in which the latter says that it has been publicly announced that the Telegraph 
Office, the Adélat, and the Record Office at Surat have been sold; and that it has 
been decided to sell the fort. The Nydya Prakdsh (65) of the 10th also mentions 
some of the above rumours.) 


The same states that a steamer plies daily between Surat and Bhavnagar 
) under a contract made with her owners by the Bhav- 
Requests the abolition of nagar Darbdér. This steamer touches the port of 


th cho fee levied on : ; 
s cic ieekieae’ satan Gogha daily. A fee of three rupees is exacted from 


the port of Goghs. her if she enters the port after five o’clock in the even- 

. ing, as a recompense to the custom’s clerk and peons 
for their being present in the port on her arrival. Her owners consider this fee 
unjust, and it is therefore probable that they may discontinue sending the ship 
to this port. If this comes to pass, the people of Gogha will lose the con- 
venience which they now enjoy. It behoves the custom’s authorities to abolish 
the fee in the interests of the ee On Monday last, the steamer anchored 


exactly at half-past-five, p.m., and yet the peon did not come on board until an 
hour latter. This caused considerable delay to the passengers bound for Bhav- 
segs, The authorities concerned should direct the peon to be punctual in 
uture. 


The same observes that the Mill-owners of Lancashire charge the Mill- 


wee owners of India with over-working their operatives 
Be ib siehi focal tat and thereby injuring their health, Though the people 
own statement to tyrannise here do not admit the truth of this accusation, the 
over their operatives and J'actory Act has been passed; and, hence, it is useless 
pire Me at sour the to say anything more on this subject. But the charge 
tives. tC s&#preeferred by the Lancashire Mill-owners may well be 
gs __ Fetaliated on themselves, “They have published a 
report for the last year which shows that they ill-treat their operatives. If a 
workman happens on any day to perform less work than he usually performs, 
he is at once dismissed. He his fined for petty faults and turned adrift in 
times of distress. He is required to give one month’s notice if he wishes to 
leave the service ; but his master can dismiss him at a moment’s notice. Dis- 
missals of workmen frequently occur and besides other objectionable practices 
Pe vail. Were anything of this kind found to exist here, a more stringent 
Hactory Act than the one recently passed would be enacted. The Mill-owners 
of Lancashire, however, belong to the ruling race and there is therefore no use 

m saying anything against them. | 

A correspondent of the same reports that great distress prevails in the 
the prevalence of Pad. Téluka.. The furnished ryots are leaving their 
distress in the Olpid Téluka. mes and are migrating to the Géekwdd’s territory 
; in search of employment. They are much reduced in 
3NP15—2 [con 679] | 
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health and are ill-clad. The writer requests Government to open public works 


| for their relief from the local funds. 


rrespondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 13th February, writ- 
ne ing from Broach, bie that the number of beggars 
_ _ Says that beggars at» oe‘, has of late considerably increased in that town. ‘They 
ym Of Broach and re- go about all day and night begging for food. Several 
| quests the Collector of that of them die daily from starvation; but the public is 
district to open relief-works not aware of this mortality. The people now-a-days 
oo do not feel any sympathy for them, but seem rather to 
be disgusted with their appearance. The writer requests the Collector of Broach 


to open relief-works for their benefit. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 14th February regrets that the objection 
: taken by the Honorable Murdrji Gokuldas, to clause 
Bim ae that the objecns §22 of the Compulsory Vaccination Bill, were not 
| Murarji Gokuldés, to clause allowed, and that the clause was passed in its original 
| 22 of the KurracheeCompul- shape. The people of this country entertain a strong 
sory Vaccination Bill, were prejudice against vaccination; and it is unjust to 
5 nner unish them for their false notions. The En lish 
- people are free from them, and yet such ae penalties are not to be ae in 
the English Acts. The reply given by the Honorable Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Murariji 
' was not satisfactory. He observed that it was not improbable that similar 
heavy punishments might be introduced soon in the English law on the subject. 
It is not just that what may be done hereafter in England should be done now 
in India. There also exists a vast difference between the sentiments of the 
English public and those entertained by the people here, and it cannot be 
said that what suits the former suits the latter also. It is to be regretted that 
the highly laudable object of compulsory vaccination should be marred bY a 
few defects in the law. If they were removed, the Act would prove highly 
beneficial to the people. 


The Jame Jamsed (48) of the 8th February, but received on the 10th, 
notices a report that Government intends to revive 
Disapproves of the ru- the Income-tax, and harps upon its unsuitability to 


moured revival of the Income- . : : 
1s: eink deieieliidhe tin take, the people of this country. The tax in question 


tinnance of the License-tax SUits the people of England, but not the people of 
after certain modifications. India. hen the assessors oOver-assess Rugflidkesen, 

they resolutely seek and obtain redress. The majo- 
rity of the people here do not know how to obtain redress against over-assess- 
ments, and consequently do not get it. With the exception of the Honorable 
Mr. Dosdbai Frdémji there is not a single officer who knows how to assess people 
fairly, without inflicting any loss on Government. Hence, at the last imposition 
of the Income-tax, a loud complaint was raised against it in all parts of India, 
_ excepting Bombay, and a suggestion came from all quarters to abolish it. The late 
' lamented Lord Mayo and several other experienced authorities, for these reasons, 
condemned this tax ; and hence it is not right to revive it. The License-tax has 
already given rise to complaints and ought to be abolished. But to meet the 
expenses of the Afghan war a new direct tax will have to be devised presently. 
It would not, however, do to substitute the Income-tax for it ; for the substitution 
would only make matters worse. It would be well, therefore, to make an improve- 
ment in the License-tax itself. The main defect of this impost is that it exempts 
from its operation Government servants and rich people, and includes in its provi- 
sions persons who earn so small an income as one hundred rupees a year. The 
highest limit of the tax is fixed at 200 Rupees. This should be considerably 
increased, and persons whose annual income amounts to rupees five hundred 
should be altogether exempted. With these modifications the tax will be shorn 
of most of the points against which objections have been raised. 


With reference to the request of the deputation from the Manchester Chamber 
Whicieits Ws sacarsahs be of Commerce, e oe the Indian import duty 
rves it is no on cotton goods, and tiie re of the Secretary of 
a aac te Pc agg 2 State thereto, the Jdme coned (48) of the 10th 
chester cotton goods which ebrua r observes that there are no good reasons for 
prevents these goods from the abolition of the duty in question. e Man- 


. 


| ssascniell competing ing in the chester merchants say that it prevents their produc 
| Indian mackes with the pro- tions from paenind x competing with the fabrics 
 ductions of the latter country. +1 nod out by the Indian mills. But this statement 
+3 false. The real cause of the Manchester goods not being liked in India, is 
that they are largely mixed with rice, gruel, and other objectionable substances, 
which thumig aA weight considerably and make them less durable. An 
_ experienced cloth merchant here assures us that the adulteration in this cloth is 
| about sixty per cent, and that it loses as much in weight on its being washed. 
- The cloth turned out by the Indian mills is not so adulterated, and is therefore 
stronger and more liked by the i The merchants of Manchester know 
this full well, and yet purposely make misrepresentations. They are influen- 
tial, and hence the Secretary of State has to attend to their complaints. It is 
a pity that no one informs this officer that the real cause of the Manchester 
_ goods not finding a sale in India is their adulteration. The Manchester mer- 
' chants, for a long time, committed frauds in their productions, and cheated the 
_ people of India. The latter ‘have now become aware of those frauds, and 
therefore do not purchase their goods. When Lord Cranbrook knows the real 
state of the case he will be able to tell these merchants that it is their own fault 
that their goods do not find a favorable market in India. The Jéme Jamsed 
exhorts the Mill-owner’s association in Bombay to memorialize the Secretary of 
' State, and to send some pieces of Manchester goods to him in support of the 
assertion that they are largely adulterated. (The Akhbére Sowddgur (49) of 
the 8th February repeats some of the remarks expressed by the Times of India 
_ of the 6th instant in disapproval of the abolition of these import duties). (‘I'he 
 Yajdan Parast (52) of the 9th February expresses sentiments somewhat similar 
| to those advanced by the Jame Jamsed.) 


The Satya Mitra (61) of the 9th February also expresses its disappoval of 
ee : the notification issued by the Abkdri Commissioner 
ane egg eg emer in which the possession of more than a gallon of 
sioner prohibiting possession country-liquor without a license is prohibited. The 
_ of more than a gallon of Mitra considers the notification a harsh measure, pro- 
| country-hquor without ® ably intended to discourage the use of country-liquor 
| license. . 
and to encourage that of European liquors. It would 
' not be surprised to see this measure remain in force in spite of protests, as it is 
_ of the same kind, as many Acts which have been passed under Lord Lytton’s 
' administration of late years. 


Municipalities, 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 9th February, in an article on the Bombay 
; Municipality, says that since the rate-payers have 
Observes that the Munici- heen allowed to send their representives to the corpo- 
: panty of Bombay has worked ration, the municipal administration of Bombay has 
_ satisfactorily since the muni- b d rear e cat 
‘cipal franchise was conferred een conducted in the most economical manner, and 
on the rate-payers. that there 1s now none of that confusion and extrava- 
: | gance which prevailed in Mr. Crawford’s time. The ° 
rate-payers of Calcutta also enjoy the same privilege; but much disorder 
_ prevails in the municipality of that city, because the Municipal Commissioner 
possesses vast and undefined powers as compared with the same official in 
Bombay. As an instance, of the advantages of conferring the municipal franchise 
on the rate-payers, the writer mentions the discussion which has recently taken 
_place with reference to the acceptance of the tender for the drainage contract. 
The Native members of the Town Council are for accepting the lowest tender 
and therefore they are on the side of economy ; while the European members 
agree with the Municipal Commissioner in wishing to accept the highest tender 
and are on the side of extravagance. It is hinted that the Native members are 
| willing to accept the tender of Niégu Say4ji and Co., on account of race feeling, 
.but the charge cannot be sustained. if the charge of partiality can be urged at 
all, it is more applicable to the European members. It is alleged that the 
drainage works cannot be properly carried out by Native contractors, and that 
European contractors, like Messrs. Glover and Co., are the only fit persons to 
execute them. This isa new discovery. We did not know until now that 
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' r and Co. were the special creation of providence, or that native 
prerneh Rosas apable, The main drain of Bombay, which was 
constructed only a few years ago by Messrs. Glover and Co., has now become 

ectly useless, owing to faulty construction. This does not bear out the 
geen high engineering skill of that firm. J 
With reference to the recent discussion in the Town Council of Bombay, on 
the subject of the acceptance of a tender for the con- 
Approves of the conduct struction of drainage works, the Loka Mitra (54) of the 
of the Native members of the 9th Feb observes that the conduct of the Native 
piped Fg tay ae fa wad members of the Council was just and praise-worthy. 
conteact, and hopes that His The tender of Messrs. Négu Sayd4ji was much lower 
Excellency the Governor in than that of Messrs. Glover and Co., and it is for the 
Council will decide the ques- interest of the rate-payers that the former should be 
er wy pays gg accepted. The European members did not state any 
valid grounds for the acceptance of the higher tender, 
and hence their recommendation is objectionable. ‘The decision of the Native 
members who formed the majority, was not, however, carried into effect, in 
consequence of a clause in the Municipal Act by which it.appears that the Coun- 
cil has authority only to approve or disapprove of the acceptance of a tender by 
the Municipal Commissioner, but has none to direct that officer to accept a 
particular tender. This provision in the law has brought to a standstill the 
drainage question, the decision of which now rests with His Excellancy the 
Governor in Council. The Mitra hopes that His Excellency will decide it. with 
due attention to the interests of the rate-payers, and will cure the defect in the 
law without curtailing the authority of the council. 


Native States. 


The Hitechehhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 6th February, but received on 

the 9th, observes that in spite of the complaints of 

e "Fakil of the Bhiyide of the ryots of Bhavnagar againet Mr. Shémalbhai, 
the Darbér ef Bh4vnagar, is that gentleman has been appointed Diwdn and 
said to have been unjustly has commenced to annoy one of his opponents. 
wp faye he the authorities Trawd4di Rewdshankar is a Vakil of the Bhaydd 
Gardsids of Bhivnagar. About three years ago he 
published a book, entitled “‘ Bhavnagar Julumprakash, which contained strong 
accusations against Mr. Shadmalbhai and other kdrbhdris of that State. He also 
placed before the Political Agent of Kathidwar, during his last visit to that State, 
several complaints from his client against the Diwd4n. This conduct of the 
Vakil seems to have excited the wrath of the Diwdn. It is said that a few days 
ago some servants of the Darbar suddenly visited the house of Rewdshankar, 
bound him, drove out of the house the rest of the inmates, and searched it in 
the presence of a merchant who is a friend of the Diwdn. At this search a 
seal and a Government paper were found. The Vakil is imprisoned, but 
does not know the nature of the accusation against him. He demands that 
enquiry mto his case may be made by the Political Agent himself. This 
occurrence has spread a dread among the people of Bhavnagar, who have ceased 
to complain against the Diwan. (The Deshi Mitra (55) of the same date, but 
received on the 19th, states that Rewdshankar telegraphed to His Excel- 
lency the Governor of Bombay that the Bhévnagar Darbér and Mr. Shémalbhdi 
had set fire to the properties of his clients. Upon this His Excellency ordered 
the Darbér to make an enquiry into the complaint; and the latter desired Mr. 
Widaydrdém, the Judge, to conduct it. It was founded that the complaint was. 
false, and the complainant has been therefore sentenced to three years’ impri- 
sonment with hard labour, and fine of one thousand rupees. The people of 


Bhavnagar consider this punishment as unjust, as the enquiry into the case was 
not properly conducted by the Judge. (The Guzerat Mitra (46) of the 9th 


February describes this case and makes remarks similar to those of the Deshi 


Mitra quoted above). The A'rya Mitra (58) of th 9th Feb ‘wek : 
vations similar to those made By the Hitechetbu) whe mit ie oust 
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me regrets that the condition of the Navdénagar State Treasury has 
ee become so bad that there isno money init. It is 
wee Paces a 7 said that the Jém once sent an order on the T 
wb of only two for 750 koris, and on the payment of this sum there 
‘and censures the Kérbhérifor was a balance of two annas only. Another draft for 
this state of things. 150 koris was received and honored by getting a Staté 
debtor to pay it. The annual revenues of the State amount to 70 lacs, but the 
debt is 80 lacs. This state of things speaks ill for the K4rbhéri and the J am. 
The Hitechchhu has been complaining about the wretched financial condition 


‘of this State for several years past, but without success. The future looks very 
gloomy. 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (49) of the 4th February states that in the last 
famine the British Government suggested to the 

Asks the Rén& of Porban- Native Princes that they should abstain from collect- 
dar to cease to levy one kori ing the duties on corn imported into their respective 
“2 ten ri ei a States. In accordance with this suggestion the Rand 
dope os ee of Porbandar discontinued the collection at the port 


of Porbandar; but at the same time levied a new duty of one kori on every 
| bag of corn exported from that port to inland provinces or imported into it from 
the same quarter. Three koris make a rupee; and consequently the new oy 
| was rather heavy. But since the impost at the port was abolished, the people 
| did not complain much of the new burden. Now famine has ceased to exist, 
and the Rdn4 has revived the duty at the port; but has not discontinued the 
-new duty. In these days of great scarcity the latter is felt by the people as a 
' heavy burden. It behoves the Rand, therefore, to abolish it in the interests of 


_ his subjects. 


A correspondent of the Loka Mitra (54) of the 9th February says that great 
| Reports the prevalence of distress prevails in Kathidwar. The heavy and un- 
- distress and fever in Kéthis- timely rains of the last year destroyed the crops. 
war, and pointsout the neces- ever has also appeared in that province. There are 
sity of gran immediate no made roads nor other means of communication to 
measures to alleviate them. ~~ pring corn from out-side. The failures in Bombay 
have made the money market of Kdthidwdr very tight. A great scarcity of 
corn, amounting almost to a famine, and the use of grass-seeds and other inferior 
food, have given rise to fever, which has carried away nearly one-seventh of the 
population. For the survivors the writer recommends that the Native Chiefs of 
the province should be made to afford relief. The Loka Mitra reviews the 
above circumstances, and exhorts the Political Agent of Kéthidw4r to request the 
Chiefs to set about the task of giving relief to thedistressed. The correspondent 
thinks that the prevalence of the distress and epidemic did not come to light 
hefore this, because the officers of the Political Agency depend upon the Native 
States for information, and the latter do not discharge their duties satisfactorily, 
and because the new Vernacular Press Act has gagged -the vernacular press, 
which would otherwise be the means of making such communications. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Guzerat Mitra (46) of the 9th February states that for nearly one 
month locusts have settled in the Rdédhanpur, Pdétan, 

Ree. a done erent and Sidhpur districts, and have done great injury to 
Ridhanpur, Patan ond Sigh, *hecrops. The year before last wheat was sold at 
pur districts. 12 Annas per maund in Rddhanpur ; but this year the 
same quantity costs Rs. 3. The Bhils of the last- 


named district feed themselves upon locusts in the absence of corn. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


’ 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 18th February 1879. 
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“Nibandha M6I6.....................00-] Pooma.........:+e...] Monthly 
» Nibandha Sér ..............00.6.....- Dow see. Do. 
» Wiwidha Dny4n Wistér ............| Bombay ....... Do. 
9» Dny4n Bodhak ........................] Dhérwar....... Weekly 
, Satdharma Dipa .....................| Alibag ....,........| Monthly 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


of the 17th Fe , in ort sing the incidence of 

The Indu Prakash (1) land-tax, says that a respectable gentleman of 
Gives instances of over Gilhdna, a village in the D&apoli Taluka, has sent a 
_ assessment in the of table in which the areas of certain fields in the village 
- Gilbéna in the Dépoli Taluka given and a comparison is instituted between the 
_ of the Ratnigini Colleotorate. | nount of assessment actually levied and that which 
rding to the test by which the Government assessment 
| ag is atin dnt Tho figures pip fe are from the report for 1878 of Mr. 
- Harrison of the Survey Department. From this table it is concluded that the 
land-assessment never falls short of one-fourth of the total produce of a field 
and in some cases it approaches even to one-half. This result is very different 
' from the authoritative statement made by the Honorable Mr. Gibbs in the 
' Legislative Council when he stated that Government never demanded more than 
' one-seventh of the produce of any field. Mention is also made of a large area 
being assessed at the rate levied on garden land, although, as a matter of fact, 
garden produce is raised only on a small portion of it. Again, cases are men- 
- tioned where uncultivable land is as cultivable. The Indu Prékash 
earnestly requests the attention of Government to the injustice perpetrated by 
the Survey Department on whom the responsibility of setting the land-tax 

rests. | 


The Mahdrashtra (5) of the 13th February, but received on the 16th, in an 
article on the Finances of India, states that Parliament 
_ Makes some observations well knows the exceeding poverty of the Natives as 
| on Mr. Fawcett’s motion for well as the dreadful privations which they have to 
7s, ea aes cea’ suffer ; but it is very strange that any plan calculated 
ee to improve the condition of the people is at once 
scouted in that assembly. Mr. Fawcett did his best to prevent the cost of the 
| Afghan war from being thrown on India; yet it was determined by a large 
| majority to saddle this country with the charges of that expedition. But 
' whether the Natives could bear this drain on their resources was not even dis- 
| cussed or thought of. To apply a surplus for purposes not originally intended 
and then to levy additional taxes to replace the sum so misappropriated is a 
measure the injustice of which is apparent even to the meanest understanding. 
We are, however, a conquered people and must quietly submit to any treatment 
to which our rulers may subject us. Amidst all these trials, there is one con- 
solation. We havea well-wisher and an advocate in Mr. Fawcett, who often 
brings to the notice of Parliament the abject condition of the Indian population. 
Here the writer refers to Mr. Fawcett’s motion for the appointment of a Select 
Committee on Indian Finance, which is to come on for Cin on the 28th 
Instant, and observes that if the motion passes the policy of mercilessly recover- 
ing taxes from a people who are utterly unable to pay them will, it is hoped, 
be abandoned. Finally, an encomium is passed on Mr. Fawcett for his dis- 
interested efforts for the amelioration of the condition of the Natives of India 
and regret is expressed that they have hitherto proved unsuccessful. 


A correspondent of the same says that robberies and dacoities are happen- 


ing everywhere in the Khatéw Téluka and that con- 
_ States that crime has sequently the minds of the people are unsettled. 
ane oy % bat na ep Some pes are thinking of migrating to places 
distressed experienced by the Where life and property are secure; but if every one 


ryote. were to act upon this principle whole villages would 


; become desolate. The police authorities are doing 
their best, but have hitherto failed to arrest the progress of the evil. Thecor 
have been this year altogether destroyed by locusts, and therefore the people 
are unable to pay the land-tax. The work of recovering it, however, is steadily 
sepa Famine has already made its appearance, and people can only be 
saved by timely opening of relief-works. The labouring population has 
taken to committing mischief for want of employment. 

The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 12th February, but received on the 16th, 
| Complains that: robberies Tefers to the prevailing disorder throughout the 
happen in Sétéra. country, and says that the Hindus are an unhappy race 
’ and ill-fate is persuing them mercilessly. _ The cause — 
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-. +. ¢n be found in their beitig subject to foreign rule. Here the writer 
ct ie peta en of a courtesan h happened about a month ago in 
Sétéra, and regrets that no trace of the murderer has been discovered. It is 
also stated that a Hindu lady living in the house of one Pandit in Mangalwar 
Poth had all her ornaments foreibly taken from her and that her very life was 
threatened. This occurrenee has created quite a panic in the city. Murders, 
robberies, and thefts are everywhere.on the increase and the police is unable to 
cope with the evil. Old persons deelare that anarchy reigns here as in the 
Mogul period and that our rulers do not care for the destruction of life and 
| property. This is undoubtedly foolish but it behoves Government to take 
immediate measures to restore quiet in order to disabuse the public mind of such 


false notions. 


The same, in another article, refers to the systematic manner in which men 
from other districts have been appointee to posts in 
a 


Gives several instances the SAtéra Collectorate, and says that this practice is 
wherein outsiders have been yenrehensible and caleulated to create discontent 
es va se poy among the old and well-tried servants of Government 
we who are residents of the district. In justification of 
| this statement, the writer gives thirty instances of outsiders having been brought 
' into the distriet of Sétéra on higher pay. This district is not behind other 
districts with respect to education and able and well-trained men are to be found 
in abundance. Besides, when Government servants find that they have no chance 
_ of obtaining promotion in the public service, they are apt to become indolent in 
the diseharge of their duties. They are also likely to resort to the vicious habit 
-_ofreceiving bribes. It is to be hoped, therefore, that Mr. Pedder will put an 
| end to the practice above complained of. | 


The same, in a short leader, refers to the functions of the Reporter on the 
Native Press, and says that since that officer has nothing 
| States that crimes areon else-to do, it is not likely that he will fail to bring 
i 7 increase, and requests +, the notice of Government the numerous accounts of 
' Government to put them ; 
| down with a.strong hand. the unsettled state of the country about which so much 
ae information has been published in the vernacular 
_ newspapers. At the same time it is impossible to imagine that Government 
| would deliberately refuse to pay attention to such statements through press of 
_ work. Whatever may he the real state of affairs, the British Government at 
| any rate is not an irresponsible authority like the former rulers of this country, 
_ and it knows full well that the strength of Government lies in the contentment 
_ of its subjects. It is therefore the bounden duty of our Government to devote 
its attention to the restoration of peace throughout the country. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 16th February, in an article on decoities, says 
that since the commencement of English rule the 
: Attributes the dacoities belief has existed that one could travel from Banares 
a the Sic Be Roe sigan to Rameshwar with perfect safety, but within the last 
and suggests a remedy. few months the security of life and property seems to 
be greatly imperiled. Robberies are happening every- 
where and people are resorting to the old method of burying their valuables 
under ground, The origin of the unsettled state of the country is to be found 
in the general poverty of the masses. When human beings are famishing they 
disregard laws however rigorous and lose all sense of shame. The Kolis, 
Bhils, Rémoshis, and other wild tribes who never had the benefit of education 
and who have not yet lost their native ferocity have taken to creating disturb- 
ances, because owing to the complete cessation of public works and the 
rigorous nature of the forest laws they have been denied all honest means of 
ear ing their bread. Docoities are happening in Mahérashtra and have com- 
menced in the Carnatak and it is said that weapons are largely used in the 
attacks. It is true that Government and the police are doing their utmost to 
put a stop to this state of things; but mere punishment will not deter people 
_ from acquiring lawless habits. ,Some means must be discovered of giving them 
| steady employment. The various trades and industries by hia the multi- 
tude obtained its living in times past have ceased to exist under British rule 
| 2NPQ2-—-2 [con 691] | 


-~ 


and until they ate revived, no improveiiient will take place in the condition of _ 
| ee wil So Arunodaya trusts that the efforts of Government will be 
‘gay ee jectirig recently held at Surat for the purpose of 
| ‘game réfers to @ meeting r eld at t for the pur o 
ee i Ss esenting an adiien to the Honorable Mr. Gibbs on 

Does not think that thé his retirement, and observes that he has done nothing 

Honorable Mr. Gibbs deserves +> deserve so high an honor as this and other assem- 
00 RO en blies are lavishing upon him. It is true that he has 
Teese: discharged the duties of a member of council in a 
pretty satisfactory manner and that his nominations to subordinate judgeships 
have been impartial. It must, however, not be forgotten that he unfairly gave 
‘rapid promotion to certain individuals. Upon the whole, these popular pro- 
ceedings are calctilated to lower the high standard of excellence which it should 
be the aim of Government officials to attain. 


The Jagan Mitra (12) of the 17th February, in a communicated article, oot 
that much harm is being done by retaining the Clerks | 

|. Says that the Clerks inthe in the Coutts of the Subordinate Judges in the same 
Pree: : v7 Brg ag yore locality for a lengthened period. One often hears of 
oe eain in one eotirt for a ©28e8 in which injustice has been parpetraten by them; 
_ lengthened period. but since the ryots have to transact business with the 
: samé officials; no one is bold enough to expose their 
_malpractices. A short tithe 280% transferences of subordinate judges were made 

and the reasons which induced Government to resort to this measure appl 
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with equal force to changes among their clerks. Even the transfer of vakils 
from one court to another is desirable. The writer considers that many fraudu- 
- lent transactions arise on account of vakfls being allowed to practice in the 


_ same court for a long time and observes that such is also the opinion of Mr. 
- Wedderburn. 


The Khéndesh Waibhaw (17) of the 7th February says that in former times 


aye had ewer to buy food during the yooh aria 
ory hs of fainine, but now such is not the case. When people 
a ea 7 ene ask for bread, the authorities tell them that the popu- 

lation has very much increased under British rule 
and that an effort should be made to check this tendency. This advice is not 
creditable to our rulers. It is their duty to look after the welfare of their 
subjects. The English peas blamed the authorities here for not having taken 
precautionary measures during the last famine. They should therefore be on 
their guard and avoid making similar mistakes in the future. Government 
should open relief-works wherever famine is prevailing this year, and should 
hot be stingy in giving help. It is discreditable to throw the burden of sup- 
porting famine-stricken people on the bounty of the public, particularly when a 
special tax has been imposed for affording relief during famine. 


The same of the 14th Instant, in an article on the Famine Commission, says 

mee he oe oe other things that the Commissioners should 
Cowles shonia ‘oak make personal investigations and should not rely 
personal exqhiries from ‘the. UPOR the explanations which may be furnished to them 
ryote. by the officials here; because the latter might submit 
| __ coloured statements in order to obtain the favour of 
Government. As an illustration in point, the writer refers to the scene exhi- 
bited last year at Dhankawadi, near Poona. Every care therefore should be 


taken to obtain information from the people themselves as to their actual 
condition, 


The Satya Sadan (18) of the } 5th Ternary, but received on the 19th, in 

an article on the proposed factory law, says that the 
aa eshte. people of En gland are kind, ail that the liberal 
a ics manner in which they came forward to subscribe for 

the famine in Madras proves the correctness of this opinion. How is it then 
that our grievances are not redressed. Perhaps, the retired Indian officials 
ans public opinion in England by false statements, The trade of England 
a —— : declinin and the cause of it is to be found in the competition 
of Kurope and America. the English merchants are unable to prevent, 
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as they have turned their attention to crushing the rising industries of 
orn « etlae find a market for their own goods. Again, labor in India is 
very cheap and this enables the merchants here to compete successfully with 
their ‘rivals'in Manchester. The latter cannot bear this and hénce they are 
endeavouring to put obstacles in the way of the former. Here the writer refers 
to the commission which was appointed three years ago to enquire into the con- 
dition of the operatives in the Bombay mills, and observes that the report then 
‘made conelusively proved that there was no ground for ating their working 
hours. Again, the labourers themselves do not complain at all. Why then 
should Government interfere ? Is it because India was created for the special 
Dehoof of the merchants of Manchester? The laws, which the various Indian 
Governments are enacting on the English model and at the instigation of Eng- 
lish merchants, are doing infinate mischief. — ae’ | are pauperizing the country, 
increasing the criminal population and making the earning of subsistence ex- 
tremely difficult. This state of things is detrimental to the interests of the 
governors and the governed. It is therefore to be hoped that Government will 
‘put a stop to any further legislation in this direction. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 14th February, but received on the 16th, in an 
article on forest conservancy, says that the inhabitants 
Makes observations onthe of Khadkdla petitioned the Commissioner, Central 
stringency of the forest laws )ivision, to the effect that the forest laws were too 
 gphengs 09 an stringent and unsuited to the country and that if their 
} rigour were not relaxed, they (the people) would have 
'to act in opposition to them and submit to the consequences. That official 
replied in a severe tone that Government would not listen to threats and that it 
‘would have its laws obeyed. The result was that a large number of people 
assembled together and forcibly cut some trees from the adjoining jungle. 
Seventy-five persons were charged before the Mamletdar with committing this 
offence, and it subsequently transpired that similar occurrences were likely to 
happen in the neighbouring villages. Upon this the Mamletdar, fearing that a 
‘disturbance might take place, telegraphed to the Assistant Collector of the 
‘subdivision to come to Khadkdla. The latter, after his arrival, made a minute 
© enquiry into the affair and released all the accused. On his way back to the 
“railway station, he was met by a large concourse of villagers who begged him 
-to enquire into their complaints. He quieted them by telling them that their 
-grievances would be brought to the notice of Government; and thus what 
“might have been a disturbance was avoided. In commenting upon the above 
circumstances, the Shiwdji says that discontented subjects are more dangerous 
than a foreign enemy. It is never safe to rely entirely on one’s strength in the 
belief that the ryots are harmless. A certain collector is said to have asked 
whether it was necessary to burn land in order to make it fit for raising crops. 
He was told that there were few places where this operation was not required. 
_ The gentleman misunderstood the answer which he thought was to the effect 
that there was no necessity for burning land. The Shiwdji attributes the 
_migorous nature of the forest laws to this misunderstanding and observes that the 
Indian officials are the chief source of the miseries of the people. 


The Karndtak Wartika (30) of the 9th February, in an article on the 


; _ Famine Commission, says that sufficient care has not 
| PB rae a. hewn oe phere been exercised in selecting its members, since some 
F to diehenme ag Mere satisfac. Of them have no idea whatever of an Indian famine. 
torily. : Besides, the time during which the commission is to 
| sit is utterly inadequate for the immense work which 
t. Again, it is very strange that the Commissioners 


has been devolved upon i 
have not —. fit even to glance at the Southern Maratha Vountry where 


' famine prevailed in its greatest intensity. It would have been much better, 
the Wartika considers, if Government had entrusted the duty of reporting on 
| the famine to the collectors and their assistants in the famine-stricken districts. 

The same, in its ane se sa 16th ssa says that the expenditure of the 
|. Gtisecode iad a ghan war will congiderably exceed the estimate 
“Tncome-tax may not be im- ™Ade by Lord Cranbrook, and that the famine which 
| posed. Ke is LOW raging in different parts of India will cost a 
: | _ considerable sum, and that, at least, four krores of 
3NP 22-2 [con 691] : 
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rupees will be required for these two purposes. The Income-tax seems to be 


in the distance. But Government has already once experienced the 
Fiseatifaction which it created, and besides its yield will not suffice to meet 
hese charges. ‘The people are reduced to the very verge of distitution and 
they look to Government to save them. - 


The A’rya Warta (32) of the 15th February, but received on the 16th, in 
an article on Shirasteddrs, says that although the 
_ Recommends the frequent present generation of European officers are well in- 
| paeeti po aes of formed and industrious, yet the importance of their 
paper i : Shirasteddrs has not declined and the ryots find it as 
gegen as ever to keep them pleased. They are, as a rule, a corrupt class, and 
t is wel 
vealth. Although the above may be an exaggerated statement, yet there can be 
o doubt that a suspicion exists in the public mind of their misconduct as public 
ervants. Transfers of Subordinate Judges are often ordered on this ground and 
he same principle should be acted upon in the case of these officials. ‘The 
writer considers that transferences should also be made among the Deputy 
‘ducational Inspectors and their clerks. 


A correspondent of the Vasai Samdchar of the 16th instant says that a few 
Complains thas the local days ago about three hundred people came to Bassein 
athorities of Bassein have in quest of food, and that more are still coming. 
aken no notice of thedistress- They have been without food for two or three i 
i people who are flocking to yt no notice seems to have been taken of their condi- 
ae tion by the local officers. The writer hopes that 
Government will adopt timely measures for their relief. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 16th February disapproves of the refusal of 


ee Mr. Pollen, the acting Judge of Surat, to sanction the 
‘4 Song: ig the refusal prosecution of Inspector Motilél and others for giving 
c . grant Kiké- - ; : A 

bbai’s application to prosecute false evidence in the notorious Surat trial. The Mitra 
Inspector Motilal and others observes that Mr. Pollen’s remarks were well con- 
: dex a ew cy in sidered ; but he would have done better had he given 
pn ttgete gents Sota Sih so effect to them by refusing permission to the police to 
prosecute Motirém Jamnddds and others for perjury. This, however, he did 
not do. They were poor people and he gave permission for their prosecution ; 
while he has refused to give a similar sanction in the case of Inspector Motildl 
and others who are rich. Mr. Pollen says in his decision that the delay in 
presenting the application for prosecution raised a doubt,in his mind as to the 
good faith of the applicant. But he seems to have forgotten that several months 
ago Mr. Gulabdads, one of the accused in the Surat editor’s case, made a similar 
application, and that he then showed a disinclination to accede to it. This 
unwillingness on his part led to greater attention being paid to the preparation 
of the second application, and hence the delay. He is not right in questioning 
the bona fides of the applicant, since those who presented the application 
assured him of the same. He has, therefore, in raising a doubt on this point 
done double injustice to the applicant. It was Mr. Pollen’s duty to discourage 
sthe getting up of false cases by the police, but he has failed to discharge it. 


 Ulis is by no means satisfactory. However, ranting for the sake of argument — 


hat, the applicant made delay in presenting the application, and that his good 
faith was questionable; are these sufficient reasons why he should refuse sanc- 


tion? Mr. Pollen ought to have remembered that the first application was refused 


by him on the ground of want of sufficient details, that his finding covered about 
‘one hundred sheets, and that the voluminous case had to be gone through in order 
= to glean the particular false statements made by the witnesses; that the appli- 
@ cant had suffered four and a half month’s imprisonment before trial, and had 
p een ruined in his attempt to obtain justice; and that he (the judge) himself 

had gone into the district to examine the courts subordinate to him. : 
also to have borne in mind 


. 
+ 


understood among natives that a Shirastedarship is a stepping stone to 
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observes that the applicant Kikdbhdi and the eo-accused had unnecessarily 


: t injury at the hands of the perjurers, and suffered great loss of 
— x a pat misdeeds. The applicant was, therefore, quite right in 
wishing to get his persecutors duly punished by law—the only course open to 
' him to get redress for the injury done tohim. The Judge’s refusal to Ere 
- sanction is an undeserved disappointment to him as well as to the law abiding 
‘native public. (The Yajddn Parast (52) of the same date expresses somewhat 
similar sentiments.) 


The Jame Jamsed (48) of the 15th February, but received on the 17th, states 


_ 


on the authority of eorrespondents from Surat, Nav- . 


Reports the annoyance géri and Ankleswar, that a week ago about 150 
caused by certain Caubulese 


yi ton tit peceien one plundered some of the neighbouring villages, and 


induced some inhabitants of Ankleswar to purchase 
false pearls representing them as real ones. The Surat correspondent states 
that six days ago about fifty Caubulese came and encamped near Kankrékhédi, 
outside the town of Surat. On the 10th instant they plundered some tradesmen 
of their goods and money. During the day they move about, selling false pearls 
for real ones. They purchase articles from shopkeepers and pay only a portion 
of the price of the articles purchased, aud then try to decamp. When theshop- 
keepers make an attempt to stop them and demand: their money, they are 
attacked. These things have spread terror among the people. ‘The correspon- 
dent from Navséri says that on the 12th instant four Caubulese murdered two 
Kunbi girls at a place between that town and Sachin for their ornaments. 
(The Gujarat Mitra (46) of the 16th February notices the appearance of these 
Caubulese at Surat, Broach, Ankleswar and Bhdvnagar, and requests the 
authorities concerned to take precautions against their doing harm). 


The same of the 18th February admits the propriety of the reasons given 


_. by Mr. Pollen, the acting Judge of Surat, in refusing 

Approves of the decision sanction to the application of Kikébh4i Parbhudds for 
of Mr. Pollen in refusing oir sah 

sanction, to the application Permission to prosecute Inspector Motilél and others 

made by Kikébhai for prose- on a charge of giving false evidence in the notorious 


cuting Inspector Motilal and Surat editor’s case. The Jdéme Jamsed observes that 
others for giving false evi- 


dence in the notorious Sura, t+ Pollen has done right in not permitting to be 
hotel exhumed this now-forgotten case, when there exists 
Fs no longer any public necessity for it. Soon after the 
decision of the Surat editor’s case there was a rumour that the accused in that 
case wanted to prosecute those who had given false evidence against them. 
The Jéme Jamsed then told them that, not only a court of: justice but the still 
higher tribunal of public opinion had declared them not guilty, and that the 
should rest satisfied with this decision. The persons who had persecuted them 


and misled Government deserved ,punishment ; but that question ought to be 


left to the discretion of Government. It is to be regretted that this advice was 
not followed. 


The same of the 19th February is concerned to find that this year the 


saaie® Cevevauieil Xe opium revenue is less than what was realised in past 
abolish the recent increase ) °#r8: BOtwithstanding the iucrease of 50 Rs. per case 
made in the duty on opium. 12 the duty levied on this drug, The authorities 
; | _ believe that this decrease has been caused by smug- 
gling. Even scooting. that version, it cannot be proved that it is the sole 


cause of the decline. he traders consider that the reduction in the revenue 
has been caused by the increase in the duty itself. They had predicted this 


result and had communicated their fears to Government. They realized little 


profit from the trade before, and prayed that the duty might be lowered. Com- 
pared with former years, passes fo ' 


for a considerably smaller number of cases of 
Malwa opium were taken out this year, and hence a smaller quantity was ex- 
ported to China, Again, ppy-plant is raised in China in considerable quan- 
tities, and the Chinese authori 


Though the drug produced in Bengal and Malwa is superior to that produced 
in China, there is a competition between them, and hence it behoves the authio- 
4NP22—2 [cow 691] ea : see, 


rities have been unable to put down the cultivation. 


Caubulese appeared at the last-named place. They 
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rities to reduce the duty to the original level in order to’ secure the market of 
China for the Indian drug. | 
The Rast Goftér (50) of the 16th February advises the shareholders of the 
New Bank of Bombay not to distrust the soundness 
Asks the Directors of the of its present management. The Bank holds a reserve 
New Bank of Bombay to pub- fund of more than 22 lacs of Rupees, and the Honorable 
ar ping- cornbapadr ss 0 Mr. Balfour has secured the good opinion of the 
pete: — public by his sound management, and large profits 
have been made by the concern even in these hard times. The distrust is, 
- however, attributable to the foolish impatience of the shareholders, as weil as to 
' the mistake committed by the Directors of the Bank in not publishing full 
accounts of their administration. Somie of them have the reputation of being 
- reckless speculators, and their presence on the board of management has natural- 
ly created a distrust in the minds of discreet persons. Mr. Hamilton Maxwell, a 
' former director, got the Bank to advance large sums to Messrs. Nicol & Co., 
| Mr. Kesowji Ndik, another director, induced it to lend large suns to his son 
to enable him to carry on extensive gambling transactions. With such facts 
' and in the absence of any knowledge whether the other directors have similarly 
taken loans from the Bank; it is no wonder that distrust prevails about the 


® Bank’s management: 


The same; in a leader, headed; “ Public feeling in Guzerat,” requests Gov- 
ernment to show due consideration to the ryots of the 
Ankleswar Téluka with respect to their petition in 
which they request that the collection of the land 


! Requests the attention of 
| His Excellency the Governor 
' to the petition of the ryots of 


the Ankleswar Talika to revenue may be deferred toa more convenient time 
| remit the land-assessment for on account of their poverty. It is hoped that Sir 
g this year, So. Richard Temple will direct his attention to the adop- 
tion of measures for mitigating the effects of the scarcity prevailing in Guzerat 
' and the Deccan. ' Does His arene know what is said about his administra- 


' tion by the people of the mofussil who have suffered from two successive famines ? 
| They say that Government will not fail to extort from them the last pie of the 
_ Jand-assessment so long as there is left in them even a drop of blood. This is 
done in order to enable Sir Richard Temple to show to the Supreme Govern- 
ment that all the land revonue has been recovered. ‘This is, undoubtedly, false ; 
but the petition of the Ankleswar ryots has bon sag a good opportunity for 
proving the falsehood of such rumours. Again, there are reports among the 
people of Surat, Ankleswar and Broach, that a certain collector recommended 
to Government the remission of the land-assessment as the ryots were too poor 
to pay it; but the Government has censured him for making such a recom- 
mendation. ° It is also stated that Government has paid no attention to the 
- complaint made by the Collector of Broach about the difficulty of realizing 
_ the assessment, and that, consequently, the Mamledar of Broach has been sent 
to Jambusar to recover the arrears of revenue in that Tdluka; that the more 
the ryots complain the more pressure is put upon them by the Revenue Depart- 
ment for the realisation of the assessment ; and that Mr. Chunildl, the District 
Deputy Collector, has issued orders to adopt precautionary measures for the 
_ due recovery of the land-tax. It is desirable that an enquiry should be made - 
' into the truth of these allegations ; and in case they are proved to be correct, 

_ remedial measures should be adopted. ‘The existence of such complaints in- 
creases dissatisfaction among the ryots, which is by no means desirable. (The 
Gujarat Mitra (46) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments). 

A 


The Yajdan Parast (52) of the 16th February alludes to the trial of the 
ae two cet re wess en at ond oth criminal 
: 4. sessions of the Bombay High Court with having mur- 

ny ee alibé Umit 7 dered one Mulibé Umdji, and observes that the ac- 
ene cused have been declared innocent, and the case against 

them is said to have been got up by the police. The question. then arises, 
where is the real murderer? It does not speak well for the Police of Bombay 
that the criminal who murdered an innocent pe 


son on a moonlight night in a 
populous part of the town should still be at large. For some time past the 


7 detective branch of the police has been unable to trace the perpetrators of 
. several crimes. It behoves Sir Frank Souter to remove the causes of the 
_ incompetency of the department of which he is the head. | 


* 


The same observes that the schedule filed recently on behalf of Nursey 
, . Kesowjiin the Insolvency Court of Bombay shows 
Wishes that Government that his debts amount to two krores of rupees. These 
ppbosid antertaie ~ fone heavy liabilities prove him ad have been a se 
area Sie Magis ys: > gspeculator who has mana to ruin innumerable 
| seated Soe preneeet €2 perp. He does not deserve any mercy, and ought 
"persons. to be punished for the misery inflicted by him on 
numerous households. The ruined persons have no 
; means of prosecuting successfully their destroyer. ‘There is a report that Gov- 
ernment has undertaken to prosecute him. It is hoped that this report is true, 
‘as Government alone can successfully bring him to punishment. If Govern- 
‘ment entrusts the prosecution to the public prosecutor, it ought to be decided at 
‘once whether Mr. Cleveland, who is a partner of Mr. Hearn, the public prosecu- 
‘tor, should be any longer connected with the defence of Kesowji Naik, the 
father of Nursey. Common sense says it would not be right; but if the law 
decides otherwise the legal decision str be made public. (Some other papers 
of this and the past week express similar sentiments). 


The same is glad to learn that the people of Surat and of Broach are 

collecting funds for the purpose of raising a memorial 

Is glad that a memorial jin honor of the Honorable Mr. Gibbs on his approach- 

» fund is being oe ie ing retirement from office. It is true that the honor- 

} lage hig corirag cetive from @Dle gentleman has made some mistakes; but, on the 

Beorvice. whole, his career has been brilliant and praise-worthy. 

ae Though he now and then pointed out the defects and 

‘shortcomings of the natives, he did not fail to praise them for their virtues 

-whenever he had an opportunity of doing so. ‘There can be no doubt that he is 
»a friend of the natives. : 


The Deshi Mitra (55) of the 13th February, but received on the 16th, in a 
short leader, headed, ‘* A specimen of justice,” severe- 
> Severely censures Mr. ly censures, in its usual faiideouk style, the Police 
peg and the Police of of Nésik and Mr. Baines, a Magistrate of that town, 

| Nasik for acting with indis. _ f aap ; ‘ : ; Masi 
Ti, na anedei lal or failing to act with due discretion in a criminal 
q case. There isa merchant at Nasik whose annual 
' Income is fifty thousand rupees. His eldest son manages his affairs, and is the 
| leading member of the community... An enemy of his accused him of having 
_ stolen plantains worth only eight annas. The police thereupon apprehended 
we «im, put handcuffs on him, and carried him through the bazar with ropes tied 
round his arms. The Magistrate, Mr. Baines, refused to release him on bail. 
_ The whole town is severely and loudly complaiming of this conduct of the autho- 
_ rities. This is the same magistrate who sentenced a thief to two years’ impri- 


_ sonment for stealing the fowl of a European gentleman. The readers must cry 
| shame upon such cruel treatment. 


With reference to Lord Cranbrook’s recent promise to the merchants of 


: Manchester to abolish gradually the duties on cotton 
Me tiyes oa 9 Bes Pg ad goods imported into India, the same observes that 
duties cai Batepeun ‘cchton tHe real cause of imposing the license-tax is not 
goods. known as yet, but an attempt is made to confer a 
ai benefit on these merchants from this impost. The 
abolition of these duties will impose on India a new burden of a krore‘and a 
half per annum, while there is little probability of the Manchester merchants 
i a benefited. When so much poverty prevails in this country that its 
_ people find it difficult to earn even a bare livelihood, they cannot, certainly, 
find money to make large purchases of Manchester clot ) 


Municipalities. 


The Ahmedabad Saméchér (57) of the 12th February, but received on the 


___.._ 17th, complains that in these times of great scarcity the 
dete an i er Municipality of that city has increased the duty levied 
of Alimeduad an wade on corn brought into the city not only in carts but in 
tities of grain brovght by ‘Small quantities by the poor on their heads. It has — 
poor people on their heads. also imposed a certain tax on every caste-dinner where 
| more than hundred persons are present. Ofthe above 
ONP22—2 [con 691) ‘ : 
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4 xes, the one on head-loads is the most objectionable and the corporation ought 
to abolish it at once. aan 


Native States. 


stechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 13th February, but received on 

=— ai the 16th, again alludes to thea idhaialon and punish- 

- Makes some observations ment by the Bhavnagar arbér of Rewdshankar 
on the trial and punishment Shiwrdm, the Vakil of the Bhaydds of that State. It 
of Rewashankar Shiwrém savsg that a certain Bhdéydd telegraphed his complaint 
a — ay freon dgp x to the Bombay Government. It was supposed that 
Sharges. the said Rewdshankar had sent this telegram. He 
| was accordingly charged with having sent a false 
telegraphic message, and after his arms had been pinioned was tex under arrest. 
‘In his absence, and after driving his wife and mother from the house, the police 
‘searched the building in the presence of two merchants whid are acquanted with 
‘Mr. Shémalbhdi. In this search an old seal and a stamped-paper were discover- 
‘ed. Within eight hours from his apprehension, Rewdshankar was tried and 
‘sentenced by Mr. Widydrdm to three years’ imprisonment and a fine of rupees 
one thousand for sending a false message. He was then placed before a magis- 
‘trate on a charge of having been in possession of a false seal and stamped-paper, 
‘and on the commitment by that officer to the higher court, Mr. Widy4r4m 
‘sentenced the accused to three years’ imprisonment and a fine of five hundred 
‘rupees. These proceedings, observes the Hitechchhu, raise the following ques- 
‘tions :—Why was the first charge not first inquired into by a magistrate, as 
‘was done in regard to the second charge? Why were not both accusations 
enquired into at the same time? Why did Mr. Widyéram enquire from first to 
last into the first charge alone? All these improper proceedings make it easy 
‘to imagine what must be the popular view of them ; what annoyance the people 
of Bhavnagar have suffered ; what fear must be entertained by bona fide com- 


plainants against the Bhavnagar administration; and what fate is awaiting 
‘them. 


The Gujarat Samachar (64) of the 15th February, but received on the 18th, 
notices the report which recently appeared in the 
Bees thas tt of Hitechchhu apy ng (45) that pees neces was ae 
ncreased or no money in the Treasury of the Navdnagar State, 
lt cus: by ane ek: oF ciceeves that the Wate Sabb has increased duriae 
the present Diwdn’s administration. The Samdchér, 
_ therefore, requests Mr. Kharkar to improve the financial condition of this State. 


States that the Diwan of 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Uffice of the Director of Public Instruction, 


Poona, 25th February 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


ative Opinion (2) of the 23rd February refers to the case of Pandit 
aan P Nes a Jo the late Sub-Judge of Fardkabéd, and says 
Mir ty lacie as that if the statements contaiued in his petition be 
treated and prays His Excei- true, he isinno way guilty. ‘The Pandit was appoint- 
lency the Viceroy to grant ed Munsiff in 1858, and ever since he has discharged 
him @ pension. the duties of his office in the most exemplary manner. 
No one nominated before him to a sub-judgeship: was invested with the juris- 
diction of a Small Cause Court, and Mr Saunders himself has borne testimony 
to his abilities in his annual report of 1877. It is sheer folly, therefore, to ima- 
gine that a worthy gentleman like Pandit Harsai would strike his superior officer 
in his own house without great provocation. Mr. Saunders has a special 
favourite in one Salmat Ulla, whose brother held the post of Nazir in the court of 
the Pandit. This man was removed from his appointment bY the sub-judge, 
and the origin of the fracas is to be found in this fact. The Pandit has been 
dismissed on an ez parte investigation and has not had an opportunity of excul- 
ating himself. This is most unjust; even ordinary criminals are not condemned 
without atrial. In the present case a gentleman in the position of a sub-judge 
| has been utterly ruined. He has been dismissed from the service without a 
pension. Such treatment is calculated to lower the office of sub-judge in public 
- estimation, and to cast a stigma on the fair fame of the English Government for 
| justice and impartiality. The English journals have abstained from commenting 
- upon this case on account of the obvious injustice which has been done to the 
Pandit. It is unnecessary to say what would have been the result if a European 
had been in his place. The Opinion trusts that His Excellency the Viceroy will 
allay the discontent which has been engendered, by conferring a pension on the 
petitioner. 


The Dnydn Prakash (8) of the 24th nag af in an article on the mill 
| industry of Western India, says, among other things, 
_ _ Says that the merchantsof that mills have been multiplied within the Jast ten 
pe — — ee years, and that every one expected great benefits to 
pee at mye ie " ensue from them. But this expectation is doomed to 
: disappointment. The merchants of Manchester have 
been looking on jealously ever since this industry took root here, and they are 
now doing their utmost to crush it altogether. But if they only knew the real 
state of affairs, they would have no cause for anxiety. ‘To start a cotton mill 
in India is three times more expensive than it is in England. Again, the 
' monthly cost of keeping up a mill, containing thirty thousand spindles and five 
' hundred looms, is twice as much here as it is in England. The repairs to the 
_ machinery and the buildings are also very costly, as compared with the cor- 
responding charges in England. It is true that labor here is very cheap; but 
it must be remembered. that one English operative does as much work as three 
native workmen. Besides, the cotton from which fine cloth is made does not 
grow in this country. Upon the whole, therefore, the advantages are on the 
side of England, and it is absurd to think that Indian mills can successfully 
compete with those of Manchester. 


A correspondent of Bodha Sudhdékar (6) of the 19th February, but received on 

the 23rd,in a somewhat incoherent letter, says, among 

deat en oe ee ee other things, that our present rulers are wise, thoughtful, 
saieen th ini tg Pr’ and ingenious, and that therefore their conduct should 
be above suspicion. If they had carried out even one of 

the numerous promises which they have made during the last twenty-five years, 
we should have had nothing to complain of.. We are, however, a conquered 
people, and should have remained satisfied had our rulers left us sufficient means 
of earning our livelihood. But ov this is denied to us. Agriculture has be- 
come unprofitable on account of the heavy Government assessment. The people 
are unable to trade for want of capital. Besides if any industry begins to 
prosper, the merchants of England are immediately ready to crush it, and our 


Government supports them in their attempts. If our rulers were only to pay a 


little attention to finding employment for the people, no complaints would be 


ae Pete 
ee ES 


nade against them. No one ¢ontends that our governors should not look fo 
their a. interest ; but to act solely with that object will in the end prove 
disastrous. In conclusion, the writer advises all natives to be up and doing and 
not to rely on Government for their livelihood. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 2st February, but received on the 28rd, 
refers to the ravages committed in the Sdtéra district 
Observes that the disturb- by one Hari Ramosi, a bad character, and says that 
ed state of this Presidency is wherever he goes hé robs the people of every thing 
prio ge Tenge lg which they have. He has a large number of fol- 
lihood by honest means. lowers, who are as desperate as himself; and it is said 
that they have taken to this kind of life in consequence 
of their inability to earn a liveliiood by honest means. In former times the 
Ramosis and Mangs were not allowed to leave their villages without permission : 
and much mischief has resulted from the abolition of thisrule. Here the writer 
says that the increase in the number of thefts, robberies, and dacoities which 
has been obsérvable of late is attributable to the fact that the masses have no 
employment. But it is difficult to create work for them, as our Government is 
in league with the merchants of Lancashire in stopping the growth of all in- 
dustries in this country. The English people know well that the stability of a 
Government depends #8 the contentment of its subjects; and it is therefore 
surprising that our rulers are inattentive to this maxim. Eminent English 
statesmen are engaged in devising plans for stoppmg the progress of Russia ; but 
if they were to devote their attention to the welfare of their Indian subjects, 
there need be no fear of Russian aggression, and India would always be pre- 
served to England. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 16th February refers to the visit of the Famine 

Says that the Famine Com. Commissioners to Sholdpur, and says, among other 
missioners did not do well things, that when those gentlemen went to see the 
in not collecting information HEkruka Tank the road along which they passed was 
from private parties when at ¢legred of the beggars who were lying there, in order 
ne to prevent the Commissioners from getting a sight of 
them. Again, when they inspected the spinming-mill they were aecosted by 
cultivators, who wished to make them acquainted with their grievances; but 
this was prevented by the police. They departed after obtaining the informa- 
tion collected by Government officers, and the public did not know what 
transpired. From this the object whieh the Commissioners had in view in 
visiting different stations is not very clear. Ifthe time passed in seeing tanks 


and mills had been spent in hearing the evidence of the cultivators the result 
would have been more beneficial. 


The Jalgdon Samdchdr (35) of the 23rd February refers to the abolition of 


the duty on cotton goods imported into India, and 
rr cote’ sii Wale we says, among other things, that English merchants have 
cause of the frequently recur. 12 00 way conferred any benefits on India. On the 
ring famines of India. contrary, they have crushed all industries in this 
country, and almost the whole population has there- 
fore become agricultural. Even cultivation has become unprofitable. At one 
time it was determined to effect a permanent settlement of the land revenue ; 
but this was frustrated by the efforts of the merchants of Manchester. It may 
therefore be safely advanced that they are the cause of the famines which 
frequently occur in India. Again, it is said that these merchants dislike war and 
compel English statesmen to make peace at any price. This policy has given 
a shock to the greatness of England, and her prosperity is declining as tbe 
people are forgetting the art of war. The importance of a country depends on 
its capacity to contend with its equals in arms; but the merchants of Manchester 
are of a different opinion. Their desire is to bring all the cotton of the world 
into England and to supply the whole world with cloth. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 23rd February alludes to the case of the 
pena fone ane Sub-Judge of Farékabdd, and remarks that it ishighly 
enquiry ought to have been improbable that he committed an assultona European — 
_ made by Sir George Couper’s gentleman in his own house and surrrounded by his 
_ Government into the charge Own servants. On the other hand, considering the 
: 2nP1—3 [con 693} 
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of assult, preferred. by Mr. ill-feeling which existed between the two, there is a 
Saunders against the Sub- great probability of Mr. Saunders’ having adopted 
Judge of Farékabad, towards the Sub-Judge the conduct of which the latter 
complained. And yet Sir George Couper has, without making a epee enquiry, 
dismissed the Sub-Judge from service without even granting lim a pension. 
In this a distinction has been made between Europeans and natives, which is 
justly condemned from every quarter. However, there is no hope that the 
petition made by the Sub-Judge for his restoration will receive attention from 


the authorities, 


The same also contends that the demand of the merchants of Manchester 
Obs a ie dee abolish the Indian import duty on cotton goods is 
of Manchester to abolish the mot just and ought not to be complied with. It 
Indian import duties on observes that the financial condition of this country is 
cotton goods ought not tobe pot flourishing. The payment of the expenses of the 
complied with. Afghan war from the Indian treasury has considerably 
disturbed the equanimity of the public mind. The people in different provinces 
are suffering from poverty and starvation. The so-called balance in the treasury 
is nothing else than an insurance fund against famines, raised by the imposition 
of the license-tax, and to be reserved for mitigating the evils of future calamities. 
Again, the demand of Manchester is as unjust as would be a demand from the 
tea-planters of China and India for the abolition of the duty levied in England 
on tea. It is true, Government does not wish to abolish the import duty on 
- cotton goods atonce. But it is not the less true that it wants to do this 
gradually, and is waiting for better times than the present; and even this 
thought is harassing. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 27th February observes that the cele- 


Hopes that the Buropean brated Fuller case does not appear to have produced 


soldier who caused the death the satisfactory effect that was expected to follow from 
of a native at Rawalpindi it, Notwithstanding the great noise which it created 


will be dealt with aceording at the time, instances have since occurred of natives 
hts having died from assaults committed on them by 
;iuropeans, the cause of death being attributed to a diseased spleen. <A native 
recently died from an assault committed on him by a Kuropean soldier at Rawal- 
pindi. Some of the Anglo-Indian papers attribute the death to a diseased spleen, 
and say that mercy should be shown to the aggressor, and that he should be 
declared not guilty, or get a light punishment. The Samdchdér hopes that the 
stk will inflict on the soldier such punishment only as he may he found to 
eserve. 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 26th February thinks that their is nothing wrong 

in the recommendation again made by the London Times 

Approves of the recom- for the reduction of the armies of the Native Princes. 

aa “raha So mage “ing Lhe reetification of the North-West Frontier will enable 

Armies of the Native States, Government to reduce its own forces; but this cannot 

be done so long as the armies of the native princes 

are large. Though these armies are ineffective, due consideration of political 

matters will show that there is a necessity for their reduction, For, under an 

able commander, they might prove a source of danger to the British rule. Their 

reduction will enable the British Government to reduce its own army and there- 
_ by effect a saving in the present large military expenditure. 


The same of the 27th February observes that the Native States themselves 

: see will derive benefit from a reduction of their armies as 
Pasi shir that a reduction recommended by the London Times, Excepting Sindia, 
po: XE saan of Native the Nizdm and the Sikh Chiefs, the chiefs possesses 
2 prove beneficial ; é : ‘ : toes 

to those States themselves,  @rmies which are ill-clad, ill-armed, and not at all dis- 
an ciplined. They area rabble, and do not even deserve 

the name of armies. This was proved by the retinues of the chiefs who come 
to the Imperial assemblage at Delhi; and all who witnessed that sight were 
right in entertaining the opinion that it would be better for those princes to 
keep a few well disciplined soldiers instead of a rabble of men. It would be 
still better for those princes to entertain armed police which most of them do 
not now possess. A saving would be effected by this measure, and the money 
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80 set free eantiot be emplo red to better purpose thai’ in’ the construction of 
railways, canals, roads, wells, atid tanks, and in the maintenance of educational 
institutions and efficient judicial establishments. 


The Akhbire Sowddgar (49) of the’27th February observes that a satis- 

Conatdidé thas tke valle-ol factory reply has not been received from Government 
Government to the petition to thé petition made by influential Parsi gentlemen 
on the subject, of the storage of Bombay, praying that no hindrance may be placed 
of Mawra liquor, is not satis- jn the way of persons wishing to store mawré liquor 
manny for their own private ase: The reply states that the 

Collector of Bombay, Will isstie licenses to well-known and respectable’ native 

_ gentlemen and that thien they will be able to store as much liquor as they like. 
This answer in itself shows that all persons who wish to store the liquor for 
their private usé will not be able to get the license, and proves its own impro- 
priety: The Sowddégdér hopes that the question will not be allowed to drop 
until a more satisfactory reply 1s obtained from Government. 


The Rast Goftdr (50) of the 23rd February regrets that the people of 
| Bombay have been again denied the use of the Town 
na ee red of oa Hall: The building was required for a meeting con- 
denied to & publié anlar vened to protest against the constraction of a Railwa 
convened to protest against On the narrow-gauge from: Ahmedabad to Pdlanpur, 
the construction of the Rail- and a requisition to this effect was addressed to the 
I Da, between Ahmedabadand §heriff, The Government did not this time give a 
_ Palanpur on the narrow- . owe See “a 
S gauge. flat refusal; but the delay in giving permission was 
| | so great as to be equivalent to it. Consequently, the 
_ Chamber of Commerce withdrew the application, and the meeting’ was held in 
_ the rooms of the chamber. Hence, the question has been revived whether the 
' people have any right to the Town Hall. The hall was especially built for 
_ public meetings. Formerly a public meeting was held im this hall for protest- 
' ing against the license-tax, atid yet last year Government denied the use of 
_ same building for the same purpose. In 1877 a meeting was convened in the 
Town Hall against the construction of a narrow-gauge Railway between 
Ahmedabad and Pélanpur, and yet Government has now by its great delay 
practically refused to give the building for a similar purpose. Thus, the 
prohibition against public meetings for political purposes is a new thing, and 
ought to be removed. If the right of holding meetings in the Town Hall 
cannot be recovered easily, a suit ought to be filed by the publie for its 
recovery. This public building ought to remain in the possession of the Munici- 
pality. (The Loka Mitra (54) and the Yajdén Parast (52) of the same date, and 


the Akhbare Sowddgar (49) of the 21st February, but received on the 24th, make 
similar observations). 


The same, in alluding to the compliance of the Home Government with the 
request made by the Indian Government for a loan of 

ae pita sacsaa why two krores without interest, observes that different 
D siey bits bok oF tee ng {2 reasons have been assigned by different parties for 
of rupees. this request. Whatever be the real cause, the demand 
ae for the loan shows, onee more, that ministers say one 
thing and do another. Tyrannical taxes were imposed on the plea that two 
krores of rapees were to be raised as an insurance fund against faminies, and it 
was promised that this money would not be diverted to any other purpose. ‘T'his 
sum was subsequently treated as a balance, and the expenses of the Afghan war 
were met from it. Now England is asked to give a loan of two krores of rupees 
as the treasury is empty. If the Indian treasury had so much of a balance as to 


be able to meet the cost of the Afghan war, what necessity was there for demand- 
ing a loan ? ; 


The same, in alluding to the rumours preraing in various quarters that 


Welk air Gi a the income-tax will be imposed next year, observes 
present license-tax instead of that there does not appear to be any ground for such 
the income-tax. a supposition. The budget is not yet published and 

a case has not been made out for reviving the tax. 
The license-tax is in many respects better than the income-tax. It has, how- 
ever, a few defects. It is imposed on traders and artisans who earn eight rupees 
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a month and are ealled upon to pay one week’s earnings. All Government 
officials and men belonging to the liberal professions are exempted from its 
operation; and besides rich persons are taxed very apy These blemishes 
have given rise to much discontent. Ifthe changes in icated above are adopted. 
Sir John Strachey’s financial poliey will be freed from all objections. 


The same alludes to the construction of a Railway between Ahmedabad and 
Pélanpur on the narrow-gauge, in spite of the protests 
of the mercantile community of Bombay and the 
orders of the Home Government, and observes that 
this proeeeding has considerably disturbed the public 
mtb. The Bombay merchants are sorry to find that 
the Bengal civilians envy the great emporium of 
Bombay, and therefore obstruct free and rapid com- 
munieation between it and Rajputdédna and the North-West Provinces, The 
public meeting held in er on the 21st instant has pretty accurately 
expressed the feelings entertained on the subject. (The Yajddn Parast (52) of 
the same date expresses approval of the proceedings of the meeting). : 


Observes that the -mer- 
cantile community of Bom- 
bay disapproves of the con- 
struction ofa Railway between 
Ahmedabad and Palanpur on 
the narrow-gauge. 


The Yajddn Parast (52) of the 23rd February observes that the loans made 
to Mr. H. Maxwell and Mr. Kesowji Naik have caused 
a loss to the Bank of Bombay although the extent of 
it is not known. This makes it desirable to enact a 
law that a Director of the Bank of Bombay should not 
be allowed to obtain a loan from it. A similar pro- 


vision exists in the ease of the Bank of England, aud it should be adopted here 
in order to prevent similar losses in future. 


Says that the Directors of 
the Bank of Bombay shoyld 
be prohibited from obtaining 
joans from that institution, 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 23rd February states that- in several villages 
in the Deccan dacoits have been committing ravages ; 
and it is said that on their apprehension they openly 
admit that starvation goaded them on to break the 
law. The untimely rains of last year have created 
distress in many parts of the country. This distress 
is likely to increase. It therefore behoves the Govern- 
ment and the public to supply means of subsistence to the suffering people. 


Exhorts Government and 
the charitable public to give 
relief to the distressed ryots 
of Kathiéwaér, Gujarat, the 
Deccan, &c. 


The same observes that however strong the reasons advanced by the Lon- 
don Times for a reduction in the Armies of Native 
States, the suggestion is absurd and untimely. It is 
an old suggestion, and nothing is known as to what 
has induced that journal to revive it. Though these 
armies are large, their strength is merely nominal. 
The Native Princes are unable to make any use of them and maintain them 
simply for show. Their feelings would be hurt if they were asked to reduce 
them. On the other hand, the British Government would not derive any 
advantage from the reduction. The time for doing this is also not opportune. 
The Princes have always evinced great eagerness to take advantuge of every 
opportunity of proving their loyalty to the paramount power. Of their own 
accord they offered their forces for employment in the Afghan war, and the 
Government accepted the offer and has employed them siecrtnaty, Thus the 
mutual confidence which at present exists ought not to be disturbed. (The 
Bombay Samachar (47) of the 22nd February, but received on the 24th, and the 


Soot Sowddgar (49) of the 26th February express somewhat similar senti- 
ments. 


Disapproves of the recom- 
mendation of the London 
Times for the reduction of 
the Armies of Native States. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (65) of the 24th February mentions several cases of 


Recommends a reduction 


in the powers entrusted to the 
police. 


and ho 


that Government will take steps to reduce it. 
that et eee. should be h : 


ill-treatment by their subondinat 


ill-treatment, like the one which recently happened at 


Nasik, where handcuffs were put on a respectable 
person by the police, and observes that such cases 
occur from the excessive power entrusted to the police, 
It also recommends 
eld responsible for protecting prisoners from 


wale 


The Duniddad (67) of ee 18th February, but received on the 93rd, 


| states that the vice of gambling has increased in the 

Prays spn vam town of Nadiad. sey yen has nee “en times 
measures to supp " informed of this, and prayed to a the Gamblin 
ee _—eT Act to this town aa at ai to tairach * hare also the 
vice prevails. But it 1s to be regretted that nothing has been done in this 
matter, The writer then mentions that a gambler suddenly died at N adidd 
while at play, and it is rumoured that his associates murdered him. The police 
is requested to enquire into the matter. 


The same complains that the road between the towns of Nadiad and 
Kapadvanj is not in a good condition. It becomes 

Asks the local fund autho- so bad in the rainy season that carts and even foot- 
rities to repair the road passengers cannot pass over it without great incon- 
between Nadiéd and Kapad- \nience, The local fund authorities are requested 


Van}. ee 
’ to repair it at once, 
Municipalities. 


The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 20th February, but received on 
the 23rd, severely censures the Municipality of that 
Severely censures the town for giving up the duty levied on Europe articles 
Municipality of Ahmedabad ond for making up the loss so caused by increasing 
t0eF ts srt the duty 8 the duty on corn. Corn was already dear, and the 
Sui increase in the duty has raised its price still higher. 
The consequence is that several poor but respectable people are obliged to eat 
less than will satisfy their hunger. The lavish expenditure of the municipality 
compels it to take the wrong course of increasing the burden on the poor. There 
was no need to remove the wooden and plain iron lamp posts and to supply 
more expensive ones; to make agarden in the bazar; to construct an orna- 
mental fountain ; and to water the roads more than once a day in the cold season. 
The Commissioner of the Division is found fault with for not attending to the 
complaints of the people of Ahmedabad against certain municipal taxes. 
The Hitechchhu also observes that whenever new taxes are to be imposed, a 
public notice should be given as to what taxes are proposed to be levied, and 
the constituents should be asked to make objections, if they have any to 
advance, against any of them. Nothing of the kind has hitherto been done by 
the Municipality of Ahmedabad, and consequently some of the taxes are un- 
, Suited to the people. 


‘The same has heard that the Municipality of Ahmedabad has resolved to 
7 levy a fee on dinner parties held in the lanes of that 
Jbserves that the Munici- city. If this report be true, it is not improper to say 
ene of Ahmedabad has no that the corporation has no right to levy a fee, as the 
right to levy fees on dinner ae CEA Fe ° ) 
parties held in the lanes of Vacant ground on which the dinner parties are held 
that city. belongs to the residents in the lane, and not to the 
Municipality, ; 


Railways, 


The Dunidddd (67) of the 18th February, but received on the 23rd, states 

0 See that on the last full moon, the carriages of a certain 
C.L Rajle a authorities fee train at Nadidd were over-crowded with passengers, 
putting too many passengers 0d great suffering was caused thereby. The. writer 
into their carriages. censureg the authorities of the B. B. and ©. I. Railway 


for this treatment of the passengers, and advises them 
to desist from such a course. 


Native States. | 
A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 20th February, 


Recommends a curtailment but received on the 23rd, observes that the I’dar State 
in the expenditure of theI'dar has a debt of about four lacs of rupees. Considering 
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State, in baa that its debt the revenue and expenditure, it does not appear that . 
may be soon paid off. the debt will be ever paid off during the time the 

State remains under the management of the British 
Government. Yet expenditure is increasing, and steps should be taken to pre- 
vent this. ( 


The Gwardt Mitra (46) of the 23rd Februa gives the substance of a 
communication in which the writer mentions the 
Observes that Vakil Rewa- -circumstances under which Vakil Rewdshankar was: 


pene gage wulanane tried and punished by the Bhéunagar Darbér for send- 


arbér ing @ false telegram to His Excellency the Governor 

and for keeping in his possession a seal of the Bhau- 

nagar Court. The correspondent also observes that the people of the State 

consider the punishment inflicted on the Vakil to be just and mild. The Mitra 

remarks, in conclusion, that it has full confidence that neither the Thdkor nor 
Mr. Shémalbhai will commit injustice in this or any other case. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Publie Instruction, 


Poona, 4th March 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdésh (1) of the 24th February, in an article on the Armies of 
ative States, says that they are scattered over so vast 
Disapproves of the alleged an area that a concentration of them in-one locali 
intention of the British Gov- without the knowledge of the British Government is 
wi rt thes gas the armies inapossible, and hence no danger need be apprehended 
ma a wee on this score. It is also a notorious fact that the 
various powerful dynasties, which ruled in India in former days, were ruined by 
‘nternal dissensions. There never was unanimity among Indian Chiefs, and it 
is simply absurd to imagine that they would now combine to upset the British 
rule. The real power of Native States is centred in the political officer appointed 
by the English Government to watch over its own interests, and most of the 
holders of Native States are either minors or without heirs. These persons 
usually have no desires beyond those of personal enjoyment. No fear need, 
therefore, be entertained. Again the Government of India has admitted that the 
levies of Native States are not a whit better than ordinary police. How are 
they then likely to contend against the forces of the British Government? If, 
notwithstanding these considerations, our rulers are determined to abolish those 
armies, it is quite elear that they have no confidence in their loyalty, although 
Lord Lytton expressed himself differently at the Lahore Darbér. We are very 
sorry that the London Times has taken up the cudgels against the Native 
States. That distinguished journal undoubtedly sip age the views of the 
English Cabinet, and there is, therefore, no authority left to whom an appeal for 
justice can be made. It seems to be the opinion of our rulers that it is their 
business to proteet the Native States against foreign aggression, and that, there- 
fore, there is no necessity for them to keep such huge armies. To this the 
native princes would reply that since the British Government acknowledges 
that they have always been loyal, there is no justification for depriving them of 
their ancient hereditary rights. In conclusion, the Indu Prakdsh earnestly 
hopes that Government will be \pleased to abandon the idea of reducing the 
armies of Native States. _ (Several other newspapers express somewhat similar 
sentiments. ) 


A correspondent of the same of the 3rd Mareh, writing from Bhiwndi, in 

the Thana Collectorate, says that thieves and robbers 

Bh cg dens aelevie a -_ in that town have become so bold that they commit 

pre tne Coenen et ravages in the light of day, From this the condition 

bold and commit ravages Of the surrounding country can be more easily ima- 

even during the day, gined than deseribed. Several traders have employed 

| men to proteet their goods while passing from one 

place to another, but this precaution has not proved of any use. It is not safe 

‘to moye out of one’s hoyse after five in the evening. Thefts and robberies often 

occur. The people are in a great state ‘of anxiety for the security of their 
lives and property, | 


The Native Opintoy (2) of the 2nd March, in an article on the New Irriga- 

| tion Bill, gives the substanee of the evidence of General 

= bt outed to pb peers ars Dickens hefore the Select Committee of the House of 
posed to levy in this Presi. Commons, from which it appears that the Orissa and 
dency. | the Midnapur canals have been fajlures in a financial 
a oint of view. The compulsory water-rate levied 

under the provisions of the Bengal Irrigation Act, has been productive of much 
mischief, and has caysed infinite annoyance to the people. The Bombay Irri- 
— Bill is framed on the model of that for Bengal, and if the experience 
lerived from the working of the former Act be as stated above, the same results 
wait he safely anticipated here, It is to be hoped, therefore, that Government 
wil abandon the project of carrying this Bill through the Legislative Council. — 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 27th February, writing 


grant renee rment to the Bhimthadi and Ind4pur Télukes were dreadful 
arene : - Ind§pur and uring the last two years on account of the famine, 
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relief works for the were then able to borrow money from sowkérs to meet 
distressed ryote. their wants, but now this is impossible, as the sowkérs 
themselves have nothing to spare inasmuch as they 
have not received any payments from their debtors. The kharif crops were 
altogether lost, and the yield of the rabi crops was very small, as sowing opera- 
tions were contracted from want of bullocks, and as the rats have destroyed what 
little was produced. This condition of the fields was witnessed by Mr. Kdshindth 
Nardyan Dowel in January of the current year. He saw agriculturists leaving 
their homes. When questioned as to the cause of their abandoning their homes, 
they replied that they were unable to meet the Government assessment, that 
the aki refused to lend money that there was no food for them to eat, and 
that they were, therefore, compelled to seek for employment elsewhere. The 
land revenue was partially remitted under similar circumstances between the 
ears 1871 to 1875, and it is very strange that this humane policy has been of 
ate given up. The amount which remains to be collected from the Inddépur 
Taluka alone is two lacs and a half. If the agriculturists are granted a remis- 
sion for the famine P pra and if this year’s revenue is partially remitted, there 
is some chance of the population being saved. In conclusion, the writer 
requests Government to open relief works as soon as possible. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 3rd March says that death does not happen by itself, 

but is brought about by some proximate cause. This 

F ree pa sna ge her is an established fact, and is agreeable to experience. 
sia a eae " Now, if a native dies from a beating, the beating must 
be considered to be the proximate cause of the death. 

This, however, must now be allowed to be a mistake. By the ingenuity of 
European doctors such a death is attributed not to the beating but to some inter- 
nal disease. Thus a loop-hole is made for the escape of the guilty party. What 
a capital device ? What can be said of the righteousness of a person who is 
not like others liable for the consequences of his own act. Some people declare 
that this exemption is the peculiar glory of the Christian religion. A native 
recently died at Rawalpindi from blows given by a European soldier, and the 


native’s diseased spleen is at once spoken of. It remains to be seen how the 
Judge decides the case. 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (5) of the 27th February, but received on the 3rd 
March, states that the Sub-Judge of Vita in the Sdtdra 
Censures the Sub-Judge of Zilla, fined a witness Rs. 100 for belching while 
Jndge of Rathen = ao giving his evidence; and that as the man was unable 
is- ; ue : 
posal. of certain cases. to pay this sum, he was sentenced to a month’s impri- 
sonment. On appeal, the District Judge cancelled the 
order of the Sub-Judge as being utterly opposed to law, and ordered the man to 
be released. Again, the same Sub-J a fined another witness Rs. 40 because 
he failed to attend at the proper time. In this case the Appellate Court remitted 
three-fourths of the fine, and would have remitted the whole, but that the 
witness did not succeed in proving the illness which he alleged as the cause of 
his absence. In commenting upon these two cases, the Mitra observes that all 
Sub-Judges should be extremely careful and considerate in passing orders ; 
because, if such cases of Over-severity were to occur often, the sufferings of the 
people would be great, particularly in these hard times, and the high respect. 
which is entertained for the administration of justice would suffer in the estima- 


tion of the public. Mr. Mactier deserves t praise for the admirable manner 
in which he has disposed of these two che : | 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 2nd March states that a salt mine has been 


= : discovered in the Shdhdda Tdluka of the Khdndesh 
wil ten. Pay get eee a Collectorate, and that it is the opinion of the doctors 
recently discovered in th, ‘that the salt is of good quality. ‘I'he authorities have, 
Shahéda Téluka, however, prohibited the people from access to it. 
een .... . . This is not right. Government will not in any way - 
ose by opening this mine to the public, while. some people will be benefited by — 
getting employment. The policy of closing salt works which Government has 
systematically eieeed of late, has caused the importation of salt in large 
a from foreign countries, while means exist for producing salt here in 

eee. We, however, have no right to find fault with our rulers who are 
2NP8—3 [con 698) , - 
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wise and far-seeing ; but it is to be hoped that Government will at least allow 
the mine to be worked. 
Sativa Sadan (18) of the 22nd February, in an article on Commissions, 
ee : Doe that they are usually appointed to collect inform- ie 
Thinks that the Deccan ation about the country and its people. Itisalsotheir ‘es 
Riot’s Commission, the Com- ' business to suggest measures by which the condition “ae 
mission about the Mill-oper- ; ; 
stives of Bombay, and the Of the people may be improved, and a feeling of 
Committee of the House of gordiality created between the governors and the 
Commons on Indian Te governed. The writer alludes to the Deccan Riot’s 
veins sy'n ie a ™ Commission, to the Commission appointed to report on i 
i : the condition of the mill-operatives in Bombay, and 
to the Committee of the House of Commons appointed to report on the expen- 
diture of the Indian Government ; and adds that they have in no way benefited 
the country. The Satya Sadanis unable to disvover the object which Govern- 
ment had in’ ne them, and considers that the money spent on them was 
simply wasted. 
The Nasik Writta (19) of the 22nd February, in an article on War, quotes ef 
from a certain essay published about the time of the ‘3 
may gy of Franco-German war, in which the evils of war are ce 
coven oe Indi. “8 noticed, and it is stated that modern civilization is a i. 
sham, and that the superiority of the moderns over the 
ancients in point of humanity is by nu means clear. In justification of this state- 
ment, it is mentioned that the weapons used in the present times are infinitely 
more destructive than those used in ancient days. The Afghan war is compared 
to the Franco-German war, and it is stated that the policy of the British 
Government is not consistent with the Christian principles, by which the British 
nation professes to regulate its conduct. It is also utterly opposed to justice to ye 
throw the cost of this expedition on India, because it has been carried on for : 
the benefit of England, and not for the advantage of India. eae 


The same, in its issue of the lst — notices a discussion which has ip 
going on in the colymns of the Dnydnodaya (8) and the i 
os te ecliep t @ecee Subodha Patriké (10) in which the former maintains : 
. __ $hat the taxes which.the people have to pay have been 
levied on account of their ignorance ; while the latter contends that the two facts 
have on connection whatever with each other, and that increased or diminished. . 
taxation depends entirely upon the policy of Government. To this the Dnydno- “4 
_ daya replies that taxation and ignorance are intimately connected ; because - | 
if the subjects of a Government were educated, they would know their own 
rights and would prevent the imposition of taxes by the strength of their own ana 
knowledge. The Ndsik Writta believes that the contention of the Dnydnodaya is ie 
utterly opposed to all experience. The people in England are not ignorant like ea 
the natives of India, and yet they have to beara , oe load of taxation, of 
which they are always aang. The imposition of taxes rests with the 
owers that he, and they act exactly as they please. A good Government 
istens tothe complaints of its subjects, but a bad one proceeds in a reckless ae 
course, Upon the whole, therefore, increased or diminished taxation is the i 
result of the policy which a Government adopts. ga 


The Satya Shodhak (21) of the 2nd March glludes to the volunteer move- 
ks ae cs ment, and says that it sepms to he the intention of the 
sigh tae lB 3 pnghian Cabinet to invest the Indian Government with 
the military expenditure. authority to form volunteer corps consisting of Euro- 
oe hy peans and Eurasians only, This plan will greatly a 
help Government to reduce expenditure by diminishing the strength of the ot 
European army, and thus the necessity for imposing the income-tax which == 


appears to he imminent, will be avoided. 
The Shiwdji (25) of the 28th February, but received on the 2nd March, in 
Makes remarks on the “= Stticle on the condition of the agricultural classes, = = = 
ply of th Brtah Govern. 2078 that their destitute condition is attributable to 
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measures do not benefit Government, while, at the same time, they inflict an 
incalculable injury on the cultivators. Such treatment is not creditable to our 
rulers. ‘They seem to look to their nt advantage and do not care for 
ulterior consequences. Owing to the increase of taxation and the diminished 
produce of land, the ryots are obliged to seek the assistance of sowkdrs, who 
take advantage of their ignorance and strip them of all that they have. Our 
present system of administering the law is not able to cope with this evil, and, 
therefore, the ryots should be encouraged to resort to arbitration. Whatever 
revenue former Governments raised from their subjects was given back to them 
in some shape or another. The policy of the British Government is just the — 
reverse. It is true that we enjoy at present complete security of property, but 
that in itself is not so great a benefit as it might be, inedmisthh as people have 
no property to lose. In conclusion, the Shiwdj: admits that our Government 
has the good of the natives at heart, but the policy which its officers pursue is 


different. 


The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 6th March, under the head 

* Local,” states that great distress prevails among 

Requests Government to the Kolis of Kubalthal, Jetalpur and other villages, 

open oe ei oe and that they pags travellers. Some women were 

a 4: = or villages. going from Naba to Bérej a few days ago, when they 

were attacked by these people who also carried off the 

rabi crops standing in the fields. Their distress is likely to increase in the 

approaching hot season. It will be well, therefore, to open relief-works at once 
for their benefit. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 2nd March observes that Government should 

not have revived the question of admitting the female 

Observes that the female children of concubines into the ordinary female 
cig onal or te schools. A few years ago the people of Mysore 
ordinary female schools. objected to this practice ; and, thereupon, Government 
consulted many persons, and decided to exclude them 

from these schools. This decision satisfied the public; and there was, there- 
fore, no cause for re-opening the question. Ifthe number of the female children 
of concubines is sufficiently large, separate schools should be opened for them. 
But they ought, on no account, to be admitted to the ordinary schools, as 
association with them would contaminate the morals of girls of respectable 


parents. The danger is particularly great when this association begins at a very 
early age. 


The same states that Afghans have appeared in almost all the cities and 
a . towns of Gujaré4t. They go about selling false pearls. 
Pay tgs enttodrive ©omplaints have been received from many places 
that they commit thefts. It is said that they carry 
with them arms secreted on their persons. It is also stated that in.a certain 
tdluka some of these strangers were placed before a Magistrate on a charge of 
dacoity. On his = upon them a sentence of imprisonment, they threatened 
to killhim. He had not sufficient police to protect himself from these. lawless 
_ prisoners; and he, therefore, altered the sentence to a fine of Rs. 300 on 
_ each of them. They, however, refused to submit, and the Magistrate then had 
to reduce the fine to Rs. 75 each. The Mitra prays Government to drive away 
these unruly strangers. | 


The same has heard that great distress prevails among the Wdghar Rajputs 

of the small town of Kadikdlol, situated twenty miles 

K “hon the Waghars of north of Ahmedabad and belonging to the Gdekwar. 

their femal hitnn ct! ©6Their sufferings are so great that they sell their 

sequence of the distress pro female children.: . Sometimes the girls sell themselves 

vailing among them. for a small quantity of corn. Persons of the higher 

castes buy them, make them work as servants, and 

take advantage of their helpless position. The Mitra censures these persons for 

wrong conduct, and exhorts them to bring up the unfortunate girls in a 
moral course of life. ) . 
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In alluding to the decision of the Sessions Judge of Ahmedabad, confirming 


the sentence of six months’ simple imprisonment pass- 

Considers that thesentence ed on the Editor of the Hitechchhu (45) for publishi a. 
of impr Seen in libel on Mr. Giles, the Gujardé Mitra (46) of the a 
the Editor of the aie i for 20d March observes that it has a very high opinion of ph 
iibelling Mr. Giles, is rather Mr. Izon, and has no cause to be dissatisfied with his , 
eaves. finding. But even though the accused was guilty of ee 


the crime with which he was charged, the sentence of 

imprisonment passed upon him is very severe. A fine of two hundred ru 
would have been sufficient in the case. It is true that a newspaper has no nght as 
to take notice of the private character of any individual ; but if any paper com- | 
mits the offence through ignorance or misapprehension, a mild sentence is all 
that is necessary. ‘The severe punishment which has been inflicted in this case ree 
is likely to give rise to a notion in the public mind that the authorities wish to Be 
ut down newspapers. Perhaps, this notion may be wrong; but people cannot oe 
be found fault with for entertaining it. 


The same briefly describes the great distress which prevails among the = 
people of Kéthidwdr, in consequence of the failure of ‘s 
Exhorts the charitable crops, and exhorts the public to start a relief fund in 7 
agar i ng Daca fund aid of the distressed. ‘The famine which prevailed me 
of Kathiéwér. pore™ during the last two years, the general depression of Se 
‘trade and commerce, and the recent failures have 3 
made the people of Gujar4t unable to give sufficient private charity to the ' : 
sufferers. Government also is unable to cope successfully with the evil which “Ss 
prevails over an extensive tract of country. Moreover, it is engaged in a war ‘3 
on which it must spend krores of rupees. It behoves the charitable public, f 
therefore, to raise a relief fund in aid of the distressed and to lessen their 
sufferings. (The Samsher Bahddur (56) of the 26th February, but received on 
the 2nd March, makes a similar appeal, and praises the Thdkor and people of 
the Limbdi State for giving relief to the distressed of that State.) 


The same notices the remark made in the Bombay Administration Report 
for 1877-78 that the Surat Arbitration Court “has 
megntradicts the remark apparently been got up to serve private interests, and 
ministration Report id 1877. has, therefore, not been popular,” and observes that 3 
78 that the Arbitration Court this view is not correct. This court works in the 
at Surat “has been apparent- same way as similar courts in the Deccan. It has 
dll A hee thoutae been opened by respectable and leading men of Surat. 
not Bane na * A few Vakils were against its opening, apparently as | 
popular. ; ” — : sv 490 y. 
sass their own interests were imperilled. Notwithstanding 
this, it has worked for the last five months and has conferred benefits upon the ee 
people, as shown by its last year’s report, published in the last number of the a 
Gujardt Mitra. at reason has Government then to say that this court has ~ ae 
not been popular? The reports of Government are founded upon the reports ae: 
made by its district officers, who, in their turn, depend upon the persons by 
whom they are surrounded, for the information they require. To the know- 
ledge of the Gujardt Mitra nota single Government official of the place has 
ever visited the court, or has ever made any enquiries about it. Again, there 
1s nothing known of any person or persons deriving profit from this institution. 
If Government will but kindly publish the names of these persons, steps will be 
taken to expose them and drive them away. But in the absence of such inform- 
ation, the remark made by Government does not deserve weight. In conclusion, 
the Mitra asks the founders of the court to obtain an explanation from Government 
about the remark in question, and thus to remove the slur cast upon them. 


In alluding to the re-appearance in Bombay of Wilson's circus, the Bombay 
Samdehér (47) of the lst March, but received on the er 
1. cee police of Bombay 3rd, observes that it is desirable that the police of a 
Wilson's ems nyo of Bombay should give attention to its man ent. ae 
tising lotteries, and from L&st year a large tent was pitched on the sn es 
erecting high and unsafe On the day of the last performance lotteries were to ae 
— be drawn, and they attracted thousands of people. : 
‘The crowd was so great that it was feared that some 
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serious accident might happen. Some of the seats also were as high as fifteen 
or twenty feet. ‘Too many people were made to sit upon them, and some of the 

lanks gave way and the persons sitting on them fell down, though, fortunately, 

ow were dangerously hurt. This year the arrangements with respect to seats 
are the same a8 those .of last year, and it is to be hoped that the police will 
insist upon due precautions being taken to ensure the safety of the public. The 
practice of advertising lotteries is illegal, and should be prohibited. 


The same of the 3rd March observes that the Famine Commission will 
be presently. dissolved. Mr. Caird will then go to 


' States that the report of Pnoland, and the other members will rejoin their 
the Famine Commission 


hould be published st the respective posts. Each will record his opinion about 
earliest date possible, and that the enquiries they have made, and a report will be 
a change intheamount of the prepared and submitted. to Government, which will 


a ee ae te oublish it when it thinks right to do so, after record- 
or recove 


ing its decision on the subject. Thus, it willbe a long 
Mane Ae SCAU eG badoee the report is pleced. before the public, 
ryot and his sowkdér, as has which should, however, be informed of the result as 
been done in the case of the soon as possible. The evidence which the Commis- 
xg of the Ahmednagar  sioners have been collecting has been withheld from 
the public, but this ought not to have been done. The 
Samdchdr is glad to hear that the Commission and the officials of the Ahmed- 
nagar Zilla have succeeded in bringing about a compromise between the ryots 
of that district and their creditors. The debtors are to pay half the debts, and 
the creditors have consented to give them a release‘in full. This arrangement 
is as satisfactory as could be made under the circumstances. It will be well if 
a similar compromise is arrived at between the ryots of the other districts of 
this Presidency and their sowkdérs. But to make it beneficial to the ryots, a 
change is required in the amount of the land assessment and in the mode of 
recovery. The Samdchdr hopes Government will not fail to do this. 


The Bombay Samachar (47) of the 5th March does not approve of the appoint- 


ment of Mr. Ravenscroft to the Bombay Executive 
Does not approve of the (Council. The Honourable Mr. Gibbs was the Judicial 
PPL to the Bombay Exeen. Member of Council, and by filling up th ey b 
scroft to the Bombay Execu- ’ Y SIDS VP ne Vacancy ; oy 
tive Council. an Officer who belongs to the Revenue branch, injustice 
has been done to many worthy members of the judicial 
line. It is true that His Excellency the Governor discharges the duties of his 
office very ably ; but notwithstanding this, it happens that when a difference of 
opinion arises in the enactment of laws, Revenue Officers show an inclination to 
consider the interests of Government rather than those of the people. They 
also evince a desire to throw off the jurisdiction of the High Court, as is to be 
seen from the Bombay Revenue Jurisdiction Act drafted by the Honourable 
Mr. Hope. Moreover, for sometime past, harsh revenue laws ave been enacted 
at the inspiration of Revenue Officers. Under such circumstances, it was not 
desirable that there should be two Revenue Officers in the Bombay Executive 
Council. But since Mr. Ravenscroft’s appointment is not likely to be cancelled 
through the opposition of the press, it is hoped that due attention will, in future, 
be paid to the voice and interests of the people in the enactment of revenue 
laws and in the transaction of revenue work. If this hope is realized Mr. 
Ravenscroft’s appointment will prove beneficial. 


The Akhbdére Sowdégar ( 49) of the 6th March regrets that the Madras 
Government has sanctioned the admission of the 

P tn that the Madras children of concubines to schools opened for the female — 
Government has deem ne * children of respectable persons. The association 
conatibline ‘ — the schoole Of the former with the latter cannot but be _pro- 
attended by the girls of res. ductive of evil results, and respectable persons will, 
pectable persons. therefore, refuse to send their daughters to school. 
Already there exists a dislike of female education ; 

and to overcome it, Government spends thousands of rupees. Under such 
brit cert it does not befit the paternal British Government to raise 
| the rances to the sptead of female education. For the sacred cause of education, 

e Madras Government will, it is hoped, cancel the ruling in question 
4uP8—3 [con 698] 


The Rast Goftdér (50) of the 2nd March, in a leader, headed, “ A case of 
overcautiousness,” observes that Mr. Cooper has not 
Observes that there was done well in deciding that the prosecution has not 
sufficient evidence to commit made out a primd facie case against Kesowji Naik 
Kesowji Naik to the a and others. With due deference to the Senior Magis- 
—_ tn Ee een ibe trate of Police, it may be observed that the evidence 
pret was sufficient to make out a primd facie case against 
Kesowji. In making this remark the Rdst Goftdér 
does not mean to say that all the witnesses produced against him were trust- 
worthy, or that a fraudulent intention was proved against him, or that he was 
guilty; or that a jury would condemn him on the evidence. In a case like the 
resent, minute enquiry is not made in the Police court. In the Sessions court 
it would be seen how much support there was to the evidence produced against 
him; and he would have had an opportunity to prove its falsity. In short, the 
case made out by the prosecutor against Kesowji is, until he proves his 
innocence, sufficient to commit him to the Sessions; and Mr. Cooper has, in 
dismissing the case, exercised more caution than was necessary, and has, 
thereby, done injustice not only to the prosecutor but to the publie which has 
been ccamdaeably agitated by the failures of the mills, 


The Ydjdan Parast (52) of the 2nd March contains a communication, the 
writer of which complains that injustice has been done 

Complains that Mr. Barrett to Mr. Barrett, the Vice-Principal of the Elphinstone 
of the Hiphinstone High High School. He is an intelligent and accomplished 
So ee aotion wa Pais scholar, and has b ted with the Educational 
manent promotion in his SChOlar, and has been connected wi e iducationa 
sixteen years’ service. Department for the last sixteen hen His juniors 
) have been promoted over him without any adequate 
reason. When Colonel Waddington returns from England, Mr. Barrett will have 
to revert to his permanent post. The treatment to which he has been subjected 


is calculated to discourage old and efficient servants of Government. 


The Samsher Bahddur (56) of the 26th February, but received on the 2nd 
March, praises Captain H. L. Nutt, Assistant Political 
Agent in Kadthidwar, for showing no antipathy to the 
the improvement of the dis- natives, and for introducing improvements in the 
tricts in his charge. districts under his charge. He is particularly eulogized 

for holding agricultural shows shane he goes, and 
for thus muproring the breed of cattle and horses. The writer mentions the 


Praises Captain H. L, Nutt 
for taking great interest in 


cattle-show held at Songad by this officer at a great sacrifice of comfort to himself. 


The same briefly points out the advantages of a railway in Kathidwdr, and 

wise observes that the present time is opportune for con- 

ye vovernment tocom- structing one in that province. Great distress now 
mence the cotistruction of a : : : Renae 

railway in Kgthidwér. prevails, and if the work is commenced at once, it will 

serve as a relief-work to the suffering ryots; and 

Government will be benefited as labor is very cheap, In conclusion the 

Samsher prays Government to begin the work at once. 


Municipalities, 
The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 26th February, but received,on the 8rd 


March, says that the inhabitants of Sétéra suffer very 
omen athe the much from want of water from February to the com- 
for bringing on mencement of the monsoon ; and requests Mr. Pedder 
town from the Késlake, to settle the Kds project before he leaves his present 

_ appointment. By so doing his name will be per- 
petuated among the inhabitants of Sdtara. 


In alluding to the refusal of the Bombay Town Council to accept the 
nas tender of Mr. Bulkley for the construction of drainage- 
of Bombey not orn Council works, the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 7th March 
, drainage.works construct observes that the Council has not done well’in not 
: , accepting it as recommended by the Municipal Com- © 
missioner. If it is nearly of the same amount as that 

of Mr. Nagu Saydji, and if there is no doubt of Mr. 


— 


Bulkley being able to execute the contract satisfactorily, the majority in the 
Council which hitherto insisted upon accepting Mr. Négu’s tender, can have 
no good reason to adhere to their previous resolution. If the former is more 
advan us than the latter, it ought to be accepted. But the Council has not 
accepted it; and it is said that the question of constructing the drainage-works 
departmentally is to be settled at the next meeting. The Samédchdr hopes that 
the works will not be executed departmentally. It will be better to call for 
new tenders, and accept the most advantageous among them. 


The Ahmedabad Saméchdr (57) of the 26th February, but received on the 
3rd March, censures the Municipality for increasing 
Complains of the heavy the taxes and wasting the Municipal funds. The 


expenditure of the Ahmedabad ° ; 
Menici ality aad the heavy Corporation had once an income of about forty 


Sy thousand rupees; but it now gets two lacs and a half. 
— ae maagees. This large evens 18 frittered away in maintaining an 
expensive establishment, and in constructing unnecessary works. There was no 
necessity to re-place wooden and brick pillars by ornamental iron pillars, and to 
lay out a garden in Ké4ranjé. Besides, several items of expenditure which were 
formerly met from the resources of Government, have now been transferred to 
the Corporation ; and this has been done without any protest. Of late the 
Corporation has abolished the duties levied on Europe goods, and has increased 
other duties. Again, corn brought by poor people on their heads is taxed, and 
thus they are deprived of the chance of earning even a miserable pittance. 
In conclusion, the Samdchér trusts that the lavish expenditure which now pre- 
vails will be stopped, and that the duties referred to above will be abolished. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
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Office of the Director of Publie Instruction, 
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[CONFIDENTIAL.} 


wT. herons 


ON 
NATIVE PAPERS 
For the Week ending 15th March 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. . Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA THI. 


The Indu Prak&sh  .:.........00.0.........| Bombay ............| Weekly 
sp EIEUD CHUUNIN choncccceqscocesccecscaah,” BOUs  sesscccisese] DU 
» Dny&n Prakfsh — .........seeseceeeees| POOMM......2000+2042| Bi-weekly 
yy BUTYONAYA «....c0.ceeeeceecceeceeseceess] LDADA....cceeceeeees| Weekly 
, Mahé4rashtra Mitra ..................| S&tdra.........000005) Do, 
| SEE PEIN cncbeasvadegs ghasssacal | APGS ” | cosevesenaaal :. ate 
sg. ny Clrabeahinss 55.0505 50. cp cde ese POOMM s.5 oc ccccvee ee 
» Dmydnodaya '......:.....0+0s..seeeeeeee| Bombay Daan 
MIE ES oa cpakdcbennescoscscccsf BOOMs ccccccce neeses 
Subodha Patrik& °:.............sceeees Bombay ...........41 
MARA'THI. 
9 EAS agen Gian yy Yereeeeneeainey 
fe SE Ra 5H” ee 
» Belgaum Samfchér ..............++.+| Belgaum.......,.... 
» Nyéya Sindhu ...............e+++++++| Ahmednagar ...... 
» Shubha eee ee 
si 2 ARR esis iazidtessieactes.>-coveisl ShOMKpur ...0cces- 
» Khéndesh Waibhaw ...........+.| Dhulia ........00: 
: Satya SES Soins corecechotss soC MEME annsocsanean 
» Nasik Writta ee dhedbissispecechiodnces| GUNN apodencer: Anes 
” Hitechchhu Bin Gistebaaseseegensesvses] MMOLE ss pcacesies 
» Satya Shodhak ..........sesssesee--+| RatnAgiri ......... 
- Hindu Punch.......+.sseeperesseseseees AR cass sncsooucnes 


m wae 


1» DhSrwér Writta .......sceccseeseee DRSTWEE,.....c000 
e Nagar Samfchér s+ terseseneacseseeee] Ahmednagar os paps 


» Shiw4ji tereeveceseeesesensenevescceesees| POODB + cesecaregeeeys 


| 


| 


| 


” Swadesh Mitra ee ee Bombay . swsereseeeed LYi-weekly... 
33 Sanmérg Darshale ....scegecerssssessee Mudhol ......,..<«« Weekly q 

a Dnyén Ségar soddbbneeblasiiee lec. UE REMMI adda. 
»» Pandhari Writta .........s0).......-| Pandharpur ...,.. 
»» Karnftak Wartika .........,..s0s..-] DhGrwSr — .s-se-ae. 


» Mélvan Samfch&r ....-syserseseve: Vingorla...........-| 


9 | 


_*s 


ee ee a 


+. 9 


a 


Hubli Waibhaw AImagaceuseeerrerscs, Hubli .....0.,-eeeree 


=. © 4 * 


Din Bandhu . 2 fos pene rer amy POOP. eeseee vee eee 
Jalgaon seeeeteeeeeel 


PEP 


Names of Newspapers. | | Place of publication. 


MARA'THI—continued. 

‘The Gangé Lahiri .....0.......cececeeve] NSIC. .c.3..0.....) Weekly “ 
» Nibandha M4]6....0....c00...seeeeceee] POONER .o0s0000020ee04] Monthly 
3) MA Mi el ete Oe a ae 
» Wiwidha Dny4n Wistér ............) Bombay ............| Do. 

»» Dnyén Bodhak .......0¢.........000...| Dhérwar............| Weekly 
» Satdharma Dipa .....................| Alibag ............| Monthly 
ANGLO-GUJARA'TI 

The Surya Prakash ............escceeeeseee] DUFAE ....ss0eeeeeee.| Weekly 
- Hitechchhu ............sesceesee+0ee-| Ahmedabad .,....| Do, 

a Gusara’t. 
The Gujardt Mitra  .........eseseeeeeeeese.| DUP ....| Weekly 
» Bombay Gamfchér........4.....600+-+.| Bombay ....sssee045) 
so SUM UMN obo. ccncfesccsss...]_ DO 
» Akhbére Sowdagar ...........0...] Do. 

a, *. ~ oie ee 
» Yajd&n Parast ........scccsesseseesees 
cM cheeebeseccuasuecstaiesess< | amie: wbeeuscebas 
sc SE SIN vip ossd.cescbteusckocsnesel COBO cas cocccecess 

,, samsher Bahadur ...................../ Ahmedabad © 
» Ahmedabad Saméchér..............., DO.  .....ceee 
on PRM SMAI vkscdoenccsdhccccccel OMIM cieccecenvesess 
» Broach Wartamén vseeeee| Broach 


e@~eseeeeaeceeeeeee 8 


@eeeeeesn eee 
eeeeeeeeeese 
es,@eeee Geese 
eeeseeeeeeeee 


SG Rape ito eaten 3 <  “anehedebeer | 


sn IORI BEMERD nr wnns tnaccene Senvenueninn Bombay ............] 
Di GME sisccestescsvcdccceedbassscencl © a0. 


a Kiside Mumbai ses cussdenneeeasioes| eee sige i em Tri- Weekly... 
» Gujarét Saméchér ss deat t Games 26sec Weekly 
sa: EMI Si vasecesevsechiowenenl . EMOs sscnstonstacsscl aa 
» Swadesh Mangal ..:.........ei6...00+| Broach ..:....4....| Do. 
SS EE octciicaiy cut ee sl 
» Dny4n Wardhak fe Bombay ............| Monthly 
» Swadesh Watsal ...............000..., Do. . 
,, A'rya Dharma Prakésh ...,........| Do. 
so WRT hcccceccccartvehtarssvoc ahOe 
- Gawarxsz. 
The Chandrodaya iva Uaiberbveerr iabeny 3° |<” ERNE 
x Scaniens ay : | | | 
‘The Kushful Akhbér ..............000005 Fig bin | 
‘The Mofurrohul Kalub 52. 2.3.3.3: Kurrachee ..\...... 


see 
* 


“Notes The various notices have been sellaghad ‘under different heads, rr ich are » printed | in italics, 


t Receemtpalloten ss ted in italics; and tke number of the News r in the list a the 
teil Pict printed foes Hn dhe ell ad eb 


The proprietors of the Newspapers marked ® have not given iceemation as to the punbed of copies 
a eeencnaei ne ttinans ketene be te pate. ? 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 10th March, ‘in an article on the Concealment 

sy of Truth,‘ says that it is no wonder that the lower 

Attributes the inability . officials hide from the public the real state of the 
preg” Sie of tne By. to country, because they have to act according to the 
get over the last famine orders of their superiors, and if they dare to go 
without external aid to the against them they have to suffer for their disobedience. 
absence of a permanent land But such conduct on the part of Government is really 
ssrvernen pr inexcusable. It cannot fora moment be maintained 
that our rulers are unacquainted with facts which are within the observation of 
ordinary cultivators. They must, therefore, be presumed to distort facts to 
suit their views and plans. It is, therefore, the duty of every loyal native to 
bring to the notice of Government its own shortcomings as well as the 
ievances of its subjects. After these preliminary remarks, the writer observes 
that there has been much misrepresentation about the late famine crisis. When 
high prices prevailed in the ses | and Madras Presidencies two years ago, 
the same state of things obtained in Lower Bengal, but while the former 
Presidencies had to seek external help, the latter did not require it. What was 
the cause of this difference? Some persons attribute it to the existence of 
canals and means of communication there, and to the absence of them here. 
This, however, does not satisfactorily account forthe phenomenon. Thesuperior 
condition of the people of Lower Bengal is undoubtedly attributable to the 
pesguee: settlement, but this is not acknowledged by the authorities of these 


residencies. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 9th March, in an article on the Import Dut 
_ on Cotton Goods, repeats many of the arguments whic 
Fe rire peels of ae gel have been used on previous occasions, and observes 
ockian fe Tsai ie that it is the tendency of modern English legislation 
to remove obstacles for the advancement of commerce 
by abolishing import and export duties. Now it is the contention of the 
merchants of Manchester that the duty on cotton goods imported into India 
is opposed to this policy. But it has been explained both by the Government 
of India and the es of State that this duty has been levied solely for 
purposes of revenue, and that such duties exist also in England. It was also 
stated in 1875 by Lord Northbrook that if it was determined to abolish any 
duties irrespective of fifancial considerations, the transit duties on sugar and 
other articles have the prior claim. Again, those who maintain that the duty 
on cotton goods acts like a tax on the purchasers of English cloth should 
remember that while this duty is not felt at all, the license-tax and the land 
assessment are considered very oppressive by the people. Besides it would be 
extremely difficult to invent a new tax to make good the loss to the revenue 
which the remission of the duty would cause. ‘lhe masses have become utterly 
destitute owing to the heavy weight of taxation and constantly recurring 
famines, and to impose additional taxation on them at such a juncture to please 
the merchants of Manchester is not’a politic proceeding. The Opinion, there- 
fore, trusts that Lord Lytton will act in this matter as his predecessor Lord 
Northbrook did. 


In alluding to the recent appointment of a Member of the Executive 

: Council, the same observes that up to this time an 

as gg. ut ay S theappoint- impression prevailed that one of the Members of the 
oe one of the wet Council of the Governor of Bombay was to be selected 


a" 2 
~~ NS 


the place of the Honourabl gph 
Mr. Gibbs anh SM leatiee e from the Revenue and the other from the Judicial — 


the Executive Council. branch of the Civil Service. Every body, therefore, 
expected that a Judge of the High Court would be 
nominated to fill the vacancy about to be caused by the retirement of the 
Honourable Mr. Gibbs. But the appointment of Mr. Ravenscroft shows. that 


that a ca was wrong, and it does not seem likely that the members of the 


Judicial branch of the Civil Service will in future be promoted as a matter, of 


course, " It is asserted that the opposition which the Judges of the High Court 
olfered to the Revenue Jurisdiction Bill is the reason why so distinguished a 
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‘body of public servants have been slighted. Sir Barrow Ellis and other 


Revenue Officers wished to deprive the High Oourt of a portion of its jurisdiction, 
but the powerful and weighty arguments urged by the Judges compelled the 
former to make material alterations in their Bill. ‘The revenue element in the 
Government is very strong. His Excellency the Governor enjoys a world wide 
reputation for his knowledge of revenue affairs. Mr. Ashburner has always 
been a Revenue Officer, and there was, therefore, no ground for breaking the rule 
of appointing a Judicial Member to succeed the Honourable Mr. Gibbs. Upon 
the whole Government has not acted wisely, and the Opinion advises the 
Judicial Officers and the _ to make a representation on the subject to the 
Secretary of State for India. 


The same in another article observes that India at one time may have been 

| a country of surpassing wealth, but it is now in an 

Requests English statesmen utterly wretched condition. Government officials and 
to direct their attention to 7 others however represent that she is happy and 
pga er Teg vinta dually increasing in riches, but this statement 1s very 
wide of the truth. There can, however, be no doubt 

that as India is declining, England is rapidly augmenting-her wealth. Here 
the writer institutes a comparison between the income-tax returns of England 
and those of the North-West Provinces, both of which are equal in point of 
population, and observes that England is infinitely more wealthy than India, and 
that there is no country in the world which is her equal in this respect. It 
does not, therefore, become her to throw on a poor country like India such 


needless charges as the cost of the Afghan war, and to crush her by the weight of 


taxation. If English statesmen were to direct their attention to the reduction 
of the public expenditure and of the heavy taxation which it causes, they would 
do their duty nobly and lay the teeming millions of India under deep 
obligations. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 13th March, writing from 
Inddpur, states that the news of Hari Ramoshi having 
_ Prays Government to adopt attacked three villages in this taluka has been already 
pais a! Rémochi peed ei published. Since then he has been committing 
baila” Wis tke soliniiiioe depredations in the villages of Sardfwddi, Nhawi and 
depredations in the Indipur Rui, and one does not know what mischief he may 
Téluka. commit before the authorities are able to put him 
down. One Virchand Gujar, while travelling from 
Pomalwddi to Inddépur, met this daring robber who asked him to mention his 
caste. The former replied that he was a Mardth4. Upon this Hari Raémoshi 
charged him with telling a lie, and immediately punished him by cutting his 
ear. This man is now lying in the hospital at Inddpur. A postman, while 
carrying the daily post frora Ind4pur to Pomalwadi, had to return on account 
of news having been received of these robbers lying in wait for him. The 
poe force is not sufficiently strong to cope with these marauders. Hari 
tdmoshi writes threatening letters to the authorities. Under these circumstances 
it is to he hoped that Government will take immediate measures to restore 
peace, otherwise incalculable harm will be done to the inhabitants. 


A correspondent of the Mahdrashtra Mitra (5) of the 6th March, but received 
on the 9th, says that he has been travelling in the 


Mak ; . . : 
sbeiieaeid Paasdoerag Sag territory of the Chief of Bhor, and that during his 


State. rambles various strange facts came to his knowledge. 

While moving in the Sudhdgad Taluka he noticed that 
much country liquor was produced there, some of which is consumed in the 
locality while the rest is smuggled into the adjoining British territory. People 
are said to carry bottles in their carpet bags. This practice inflicts a loss alike on 
the British Government and the Chief of Bhor, and it is necessary to take measures 
to stop it. This tdluka abounds in forests and timber is found in abundance. 
Sufficient care, however, is not exercised in the preservation ofthe jungle, and 
the inhabitants are allowed to cut trees at their pleasure. Great damage has 


resulted in consequence. In the Prachandgad Taluka also there are extensive 


forests, but, they have been taken possession of by the British Government, 
and the English system of management has been introduced. This measure 
will cause great injury to the inhabitants. The land in this part requires to be 
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ore it can be made fit for raising crops, and cultivators have alread 
pen expen great difficulty in procuring wood and dry leaves. It 4 
to be hoped that Government will relax the stringency of the forest laws in this 
respect. The postal arrangements in this State are unsatisfactory. 
A correspondent of the Dnyén Chakshu (7) of the 12th March, writing from 
Narsingpur says that, owing to the famine which has 
Requests Government to prevailed in these parts for the last three years, rich 
adopt immediate measures *° persons are not to be found at all, while ordinary 
pe ire fees vers 4 ‘eg have managed to eke outa miserable existence 
wd meat Matsiagper y selling all that they had. In the meantime Hari 
: Kémoshi has helped to increase the miseries of the 
inhabitants. Followed by a large gang he attacked the houses of Kondibé Dole 
and Rémchandra Wydnkatesh of this town on the 1st March, and after inflictin 
hurt on the inmates took away all the valuables. Had the villagers been allow 
to keep arms, this occurrence would not have taken place. Government is 
requested to adopt immediate measures to put down this dacoit. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 7th March, but received on the 10th, in an 
article on Salt, says that it is absolutely necessary to 
Complains sor salt has human life, and various diseases are produced if it 
a heavily taxed unneces- ‘cannot be obtained in sufficient abundance. ‘T'o make 
Owe such a commodity dear, and thereby to increase the 
sufferings of the people isa measure, the enormity of which can be easily 
conceived. Government undoubtedly wishes for the welfare of its subjects, and 
yet it causes great misery by enhancing the price of one of the prime necessaries 
of life. Even the salt-works in the Native States have been closed, and it has 
thus been made dear where formerly it was cheap. We wish prosperity to our 
rulers, but they should not endeavour to increase the revenue of the country at 
the risk of endangering the lives of its inhabitants. The present policy may 
result in an increase of income to the State, but ultimately the consequences 
may be serious. When the new Salt Act came into force, the fishermen who 
used to obtain their living by selling salted fish lost the means of earning their 
livelihood. It was also stated that Government intended to open shops where 
salt was to be sold at a trifle over its cost price, but nothing of the kind has 
been done. Perhaps the officers of the Salt Department did not carry out the 
measure as it would cause a loss to the revenue. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 16th wie gives the statistics of the village 
of Soregaon in the Sholdpur Collectorate, as an 


nf Describes the reduced con- illustration of the present condition of the people. 
ition of the village of Fifteen years ago there were 250 inhabited houses 


Colts ¢: pond ypr in this village, but now there are only 50. Similarly 


present condition of the ryots it had a population of 1,500 souls fifteen years ago, 
of that part of the country. but now it has only 285 inhabitants. There are now 
: no shops nor oilmen’s mills. Metal pots are not to be 
found in any house, nor any store of grain. The cultivable land amounts to 
three thousand acres; but of this only 750 acres were sown this year. Six 
hundred of these did not yield any produce, while the remainder produced 
about a candy anda half of grain. Now the question arises, how can 285 
people subsist on this quantity for a year, and from what source can they pay 
the Government assessment ? The land revenue of this village at one time 
amounted to Rs. 1,600, and this sum was paid gladly for a space of thirty 
years. At the last revenue survey the tax was doubled, but was subsequently 
reduced to Rs. 2,600. Of this sum only Rs. 400 were recovered. Again, the 
question arises whether it is better to get Rs. 1,600 without protest, or to double 
that sum and realize only Rs. 400. The interests of the governors and the 
geyenee are identical, but what would our rulers do if villages became 
esolate ? Government wishes to incre se the boundaries of existing forests, 
and it seems as if this object is near accomplishment. ’ 


The same of the 9th-March states that a gang of robbers have committed 
dacoities at four places in the Malsiras Taluka, but 
that the particulars are not known. The police station 
at Nirnimbgaon was also attacked, and the sepoys 
were denuded of their coats and weapons, A dacoity 


seers @ number of 
wes committed in the | 
Shol4pur District. i 
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have been committed at Chakéti, but certain is about 
sal eg ee in the Béarsi ae anti ot ns kao, 
a stamp vendor, was robbed of the proceeds of the sale of stamps. AM. le 


wedha a band of dacoits attacked a house where there was'a 

and took away the silver which were used on the occasion. “The one, 
of Dhémri, in the Poona District, was visited by robbers who plundered the 
MérwAris of all their valuables. Three sepoys are said to have been hurt, and 
the revenue instalment which was deposited with a Mérwédri by the Patel 
was taken away. The band consisted of I hundred and fifty armed men. In 
mentioning these and other occurrences, the Kalpataru remarks that the villagers 
_ supply provisions to these invaders in order that they may not ill-treat them. 


There is no pug ust force in the neighbourhood, and the police is unable to 
cope with these lawless bands. Government seems to be unaware of the real 


state of affairs, and perhaps, the local authorities may be making misleading 
representations. 


The Khdndesh Watbhaw (17) of the 7th March, in an article on the 

pes aihenpsorineh Rep Frajanik Sabhés have in Parliament, or = our 

vocates represen’™*’  Sérwaja ave been exerting themselves in 

poner pg in the English order to attain this object, but their endeavours have 

; hitherto unfortunately proved fruitless. The eminence 

to which England has attained in the ptebdalt is gg Hage. wing to her 
n 


admirable s productive 


ystem of parliamentary government. It has also 
of much happiness to the people. being so, there is no reason why the 
same privileges should not be accorded to the. sy ple of India. All the English 
colonies enjoy tative government. if the British Government is 
un to go so far, it might at any rate allow the natives to send their 


representatives to the lish Parliament. The salt tax has increased the 
mortality - 


tell agnine the people. The Disarming Act prevents the public from 
protecting wild animals. The License-tax has given a shock to 
. our trade Kova which it it will never recover ; and the Stump Act has impoverished 
the population generally, Under such terrible trials to whom can the people 
pti for redress ? Our Sabhds exist merely in name, and have no assured 
itical status. ‘The vernacular press is gagged, and no means exist for 
our grievances and getting redress for them. Ifany benevolent 

pipe as of Parliament takes up the cause of the natives, there is not much 
chance of his obtaining a hearing, and besides such men are extremely few. 
The moment a Bill has received the assent of the Governor General it becomes 
law, whether it is for the benefit of the natives or not. Government here looks 
pen § to the interests of Europeans. For all the alleged evils’ from which this 


+ ee the Wabhaw conceives that the representation of natives 
iament is the only sovereign remedy, 


A praese of the Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 13th March, 


writing from Dhandhuka, states that this year there 
apogee Dao was a complete failure of crops in this taluka, and 
dhuke Tal that, consequently, t distress prevails among the 
uka, sequently, grea Pp 
ryots, Many of them have come to the téluka ¢ town 
in search of relief, but do not get any, gee one or two deaths from starvation 
daily occur among them. Small villages have been almost deserted. 


The Gwardt Mitra (46) of the 9th March states that two members of the 


Famine Commission recently Mi ty Surat, and took 
Observes that the Famine the evidence of the Districe Judge, the sy yeti, 


ese dee tee the Deputy Collectors, and some fakils, and then left 


witnesses from among the fhe station. They ought to have en notice of their 
general public. be aed visit aihieat a fortnig’ ght olor Nelr arr1y 
ve e attendanc 


and should ¥* encouraged 


witnesses from ae se ao pore They. ‘should also have examined some 
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| nerve. | 


acquaintance wi h fam 
of e kind ; Bese) er 


mtlemen id nothing 


> 7 A> 
rs 
ae PA) hye eee ne 
“—s Se ee tt wake 
\ a ae Rt” 
. 7 
; os bs ante ti, ee Ae 
P ‘ ee : . Phen a ie - lapet: ae, 
4 ay Sr et “ . a cies, # 
- : a - , ~<a , au Pe 
| * am arena eye 
: t a. * ee ee Te 
ra Cea f 4 P nt A RAS ew 
- - ne $e . , ry 
- ‘an AZ 
: ‘ 3 ai Lei tA tt woe Pe Ss 2 “ 
f é . he ae 4 - : . PS -,/% 4 Meta 
i . ; - ’ ENT DMP is $,% : 2 Sr ot By 2 % a4 
<a os : : ¥ # “eae ae - 
© ¥ - . ot - “ ? Cds a” 7 
‘ - F * . me 
. ¢ : 2 - ar 7 
' a Gl ee ; 
‘ 2 * . * » < 
' , 2 ‘ rae * he. ® 
; a 2 ae 
| . > P, iM 
: ‘ 1 ; aE a a by 
: ¢ » ees £ § Waza) res 
. 
i hs ae ! 
- * 
rie g.* . ' * mt t 


Pal | : 7 ea 
4 ite ee? SS ee . See a, Gat, eA ee 4 , Sh 4 - 
ae i Se R - yy Pe (Oh 3 ‘’ » Ce ae “~~ & . ~~. 5 _-* > -_ ¥ » - 
a , 4 

aN OE ee Oger ae a Fah Bangs ee eee me re Pee he 
. bie. “eeet "4 2 ‘. Be) eo Ree Bh we ax’ ae 2 Taso 4 it =: + S ae Oy te: 
ys ; es Toe Fee, ty as. Gee Ek ee a Me aint Te eee _ = 
FR te Pe NE Hag EE Gg BBP RO I, 5 Pete OE Oe PR ie a Age 
oO Bere” Se 45 - ty er! » thas ay” > ae a Se — 2 eit" a E ies _ et % Tae 
ott tte aendtt ac > Bas is Te $e a. ne tle = Ee ee ie a wl 


at ta 
ae 
ae 


3 Se 
+ 
i. ot ee ees 
> > s Ae rs nt 
* © 168 St 
LAG 
E e 


ry 
“— 


wr 


‘7 


t 
} 


etree 


™ 
- 
- 


ots 


: 
* 


4 


"tha aime the leader headed, “The Reproach and Advice to the 
: * _ Three,” says that it has heard from a 


source 
Disapproves of the censure that the authorities of Surat wrote to Government | 


alleged to have been ang that Narottamdds Narsinhddés Nagarshet, Dwdrkédds 
by ,Govermene eoutiomen Lallubhéi and Khén Béhédur Barjorji Merwénji Fraser 
of Surat in connection with bad a hand in the late Surat riot. Accordingly, they 
the late riot. were called to Mr. Pratt’s bungalow on the 22nd ultimo, 
and he told them that they should always assist, but 
should never oppose, Government. They are said to have quietly heard the 
advice. But the Mitra does not understand what part they took in inciting the 
late riot. The two former convened a meeting for the p of petitioning 
Government against the license-tax and the latter permitted it to be held in his 
ow. In this they did nothing against the law. If they had not convened 
that meeting, the people of Surat would have -become more excited than they 
were by the distribution of the license-tax forms. Again, these gentlemen 
exerted themselves to induce the traders to open their shops; but the latter 
foolishly did not listen to their advice, and the riot happened which has done 
so much injury to this town. Itis to be regretted that Government has not 
instituted enquiries to discover the true causes of the riot, and has censured the 
abovementioned innocent gentlemen. (The Deshi Mitra (55) ofthe 13th March 
expresses somewhat similar sentiments in its usual style). 


The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 11th March, in noticing the reply of 

His Excellency the Viceroy to the deputation from 

Does not admit the justice the British Indian Association, observes that the reply 
“= Log cy ocean ressed ond the form in which it was given were not expected 
it his reply to the deputation’ {fom such a personage as His Lordship, and that he 
from the British Indian Asso- has disappointed the public. Former Viceroys always 
ciation on the subjects of the attended to two rules in giving replies to such repre- 
duties on cotton goods andthe sentations as the abovementioned. They admitted 
yes. ee the justice of the representation when there was any 
ground for it, and promised to give relief. They 

also either passed over, or mildly pointed out what they thought was an error 
in the representation. It is to be regretted that later Viceroys have been 
gradually departing from these good rules, and that Lord Lytton has copied 
them. His rdship reminded the deputation that landed property similar to 
that held by the Zemindars of Bengal from the British Government, is retained 
by. the State in other provinces ‘in its own hands. These words of His Lord- 
ship will not produce a good effect on the minds of the people. It would 
have been well had His Lordship not uttered them, They have brought the 
good narhe of Government into disrepute, and have proanee a bad effect not only 


on the minds of the Zemind4rs of Bengal but of all the landed proprietors of 


_ this country. The sentiments expressed by His Lordship in regard to the 


duties on cotton goods are not satisfactory. Not only the natives of this 


country to abolish the duties on the latter Lams and to impose a new tax to 
make good the loss so incurred. But His Lordship has, without advancing 
a good reason, advocated i 

to it at the earliest suitab 
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views with goc | int ntior ; but it is doubtfal whether similar sentiments will 
he p y His Lordship’s reply in the minds of the people of this country. 


(The Akhbdre ar (49) of the same date expresses similar sentiments). 
The same of the 12th March, in noticing the state of affairs in Burma and 
the dispatch of troops to that country, observes that 
- Requests pir a t to the British Government has justly interfered in the 
eiges pss Page matter of the massacre perpetrated by order of King 
7 Theebaw. However, cape le d be made to 
avoid a war. India wants peace as she has recently from famines, and 
besides, has had to pay new taxes and the cost of the Afghan war. It is not 
ssible that England, which has refused to pay the expenditure on this war, which 
is justly chargeable to her, will bear the cost of a Burmese war. Lord Lytton 
has taken a wrong view of a similar prayer in regard to the Afghan campaign. 
The people of india are impressed with the necessity of not brooking an affront 
to the British Indian Government. They, therefore, object to the payment of 
the expenditure on the present war with Afghanistan or on a war with Burma, 

not from any disloyal motives, but from their inability to bear the burden. 


The Akhbdére Sowddgar (49) of the 8th March, but received on the 9th, 
PRs ona ap once. —. that the Peg 5 - ee aed ay 
oes © mmecs. which was revived at the bidding of the Secretary o 
— ee Teer wine ee India, and in the face of opposition from the 
mercantile community of Bombay, the Bombay 
Government, the Government of India, and the cotton dealers in England, has 
shown that this law should be at once repealed. To discover frauds in the 
cotton exported to foreign ports, Government has entertained a department, and 
for meeting its cost, has imposed a duty of two annas on every bale exported 
from Bombay. Last year the income derived from this source amounted to a 
lakh of rupees, while the expenditure during the same period has been a lakh 
and a half Thus there has been a clear loss of half a lakh, which ought not to 
be allowed in the present times when economy is exercised even in works 
absolutely necessary. The Sowddgar hopes that the Bombay Government will 
not fail to give its attention to the above facts, and trusts that the higher 
authorities will be asked to sanction the repeal of the Act at once. 


The Rast Goftdr (50) of the 9th March, in a leader headed, “ The Final 

that Mr. Cooper Discharge of the Mill Directors,” expresses regret that 

refused to grant a warrant the Senior Magistrate of Police of Bombay has dis- 
for the production of the missed the charges brought by Mr. Mathurddds Lowji 
— books of Kesowji against Kesowji Ndik and others. The prosecutor 
applied for a warrant to obtain and examine the 
account books of Kesowji. His object in making this application was to supply 
the deficiencyyin the evidence on account of which the Magistrate dismissed 
the case. - Cooper wanted him to prove that Kesowji and other Mill 
Directors knowingly assisted Nursey in the commission of frauds, or that they 
had received benefit by aiding him. The prosecutor intended to produce this 
proof from the account books of Kesowji and his son. But the Magistrate said 
that he did not think it right to attach the books on the grounds stated by the 
prosecutor. But this plea for refusing compliance with the application is not 
right, inasmuch as the prosecutor deposed in his evidence that he had personally 
examined those books and produced some statements from them. When he 


done so much he cannot be said to have made the application on mere 
suspicion. ; 


The Yajddén Parast (52) of the 9th March observes that the news from 


) Gujarat sh that A s h ther 
sala Oe ae — ows that Afghans have appeared there, 
fon Gc’ 
called <A 


La pl aging ‘not fail to commit thefts when they find an opportun- 
| “ merchants ity. They committed a robbery at Bilimora, in 
who commit thefts when an the Géekwdd’s territory, and left the place before the 


band of them attacked the people of Pardi, 
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the last report be true or false, it behoves both the British Government and the 
Géekw4d’s administration to take precautionary measures about the movements 
of these unruly bi 
The Loka Mitra (54) of the 9th March, in alluding to the completion of the ae 
work of collecting evidence by the F'amine Commission, Be 
uests Government to observes that a report will be framed upon this 2 
Laser (ey 1 o tse sn information, and a resolution will be passed upon it a 
ee an by Government before any measures are adopted in i? 
pure to the mitigation of famines. A good deal of a 
time must elapse before this is done, and one must wait patiently. But the — 
objectionable feature in regard to the collection of this evidence was that the a 
work was carried on privately, and that the ge is ignorant of the nature. of a 
it. Government did not do right in concealing the information, as it vitally ~ . pe 
affects the public and ought to be subjected to the test. of public discussion. i 
Government will, therefore, do well to publish it as early as possible. The ae 
necessity for its publication is heightened by the great scarcity which prevails . Sa 
in the country, particularly in Kathidwdr and some parts ofthe Deccan. Under a 
such circumstances the publication of the evidence will be highly useful to the a 
public in the suggestion of measures for the mitigation of distress. The i. 
publication of the report of the Commission and the Government Resolution a 
thereon should also be expedited. : a 
The Deshi Mitra (55) of the 13th March, in its usual style, observes that on 
some Bhils of the villages of Magdallé, Ddnti, Bhim-. oe 
Complains that the dis- por, &c., who suffer from scatcity of food, plunder Me 
— eye os, sagen ships bound for Surat. Recently they plundered two oe 
msi yay a ge ~ S™P° ships, one of which contained grain and belonged toa 
Kharwé or sailor of Bhdvnagar. The latter was on 
its way from Bombay to Broach, and was pounced upon on the day of the Holi 
festival. The case is being enquired into by the Customs authorities. Govern- a 
ment is requested to adopt measures to put down these lawless people. a 
The Samsher Bahddur (56) of the 5th March, but received on the 9th, in 
a leader headed, ‘“‘ How to Practise Economy,” observes 
Advises Government to that it is right to reduce the State expenditure in the 
reduce the salaries and pen- resent condition of the country when famine prevails 
sions paid to Civilians, in ‘ 
order to effect a reduction in #00 trade is low. Government has stopped the 
the State expenditure. execution of public works as a matter of economy ; but aa 
thereby great distress has been caused to the labouring ae 
classes in these hard times. It fies also dismissed some low-paid subordinates eo 
with a similar result. These things ought not to have been done, and economy a 
should have been practised in another direction. The Home papers to whose oe 
suggestions Government pay some respect, recommend a reduction in the “a 
military expenditure. It is true that the people are loyal and that the para- . 
mount Government has nothing to fear from the feudatory native princes, as < 
there is no union among them, and as their own subjects do not wish them to a 
become independent on account of their misgovernment. But the Russian: ee 
designs on this country make it urgent that a sufficiently large army should be §=°. | 
ever in readiness to frustrate them, and hence, it is by no means advisable to i a 
effect any reduction in the existing military expenditure. The salaries and ae 
pemiotis paid to Civilians have received a great augmentation within the last oo 
ecade, and are very exorbitant. They may, therefore, be safely reduced with — Begchs 
advantage to the State. | 


The same states that famished people move about the streets of Ahmedabad, a 
Requests Government to. Rape une pesesngs 10s, Dread, but they co not ga ety:, a 
afford relief to distressed © people of the city are not able to earn enous ‘ee ‘a 


ae 
ea 


r 
age 8 


Denis ie Aen for their own maintenance in these hard times, 
apd: are, therefore, unable to. afford help. Governmen 


-Tequested to do something for the relief of these sufferers. 8 a tists 

The same states that in consequence of distress some Kolis have, murdered: | 

Prays Government to post @ Dé iydat ace about sixteen miles distantifrom 
poreg  Bestiae on the a Ahmedabad Siaamnshens is, therefore, requested to 
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The Ahmedabad Samdchér (57) of the 6th March, but received on the 11th, 
after praising the Judges of the Small Cause Courts 
Prays the Judge of the at Ahmedabad and Poona, for getting doubtful points 
Small Cause Court of Ahme- in the Civil Procedure Code settl a reference 
eran pedo be yr ab oc to the High Court, observes that there are, however, 
) settled, by a reference tothe few Judges who take the trouble of making a refer- 
High, Court. ence in such cases. The Samdchdér then requests the 
Judge of the Court at Ahmedabad to get the follow- 
ing point settled :—The Code enjoins that the lock on the outer door of the 
house of the person whose property is to be attached should not be removed. 
This provision is evidently made to protect from loss persons whose ah 4s is 
to be attached, but who have gone to other places after locking their houses. 
It, however, cannot be believed that it is intended to apply to those also, who, 
in order to cheat their creditors, lock their houses, and live with their relations 
or friends in the neighbourhood. The attempts of such persons to defraud their 
creditors ought to be thwarted. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (65) of the 10th March disapproves of the intended 
extension of the pecuniary jurisdiction of Small Cause 
Does not approve of the Courts. It is proposed to invest these courts with 
proposal to. Ao amy P bo wer to heii claims up to 5,000 rupees, with 
Sait Cheaas Cesta! iberty to the parties to appeal to the High Court 
bat? when the claim exceeds Ks. 500. The public is not 
informed of the reason which has induced the authorities to make this proposal. 
However, it must be remembered that the proper dispensation of justice 
depends upon the ability of a Judge, and as all Judges are not of equal ability, 
a right of appeal Minty be left to the parties in every case in order to obtain 
justice. ‘The abovementioned proposal makes the appeal lie to the High Court. 
This also is not right, inasmuch as parties will have thereby to incur much 
expense in order to obtain redress. It would be well if the District Judge were 
clothed with powers to decide the appeals. 


The same also does not concur in the remark made in the last Administra- 
_ tion Report about the Surat private arbitration court 
eee oe a sh that it ‘‘ has apparently been got up to serve private 
ti interests, and has, therefore, not been popular.” ‘This 
on Report that the Surat : : 
private arbitration court “has court, observes the Prakdsh, has been established by 
been apparently got up to disinterested gentlemen, under the presidentship of 
serve private interests, and My, Sayad. Alamkhén, the Nawéb of Bel4, and they 
as, erefore, not been ; : 
popular.” manage it not only without any profit to themselves, 


but at a sacrifice of money and time. There is no 


reason, therefore, to distrust their management. The court has within the last. 


five months decided claims amounting to 25,000 rupees; and this shows that 
it is liked by the people. Government makes an assertion contrary to this, 
and the grounds of it ought to be placed before the public. ‘The annual 
administration reports are prepared from information furnished by the district 
authorities, who are not so careful of the pets interests as Mr. Woddisburn. 


The people believe that the reason of the Government entertaining an unfavour- 


able opinion about the court is that it causes a loss in the income derived from 


the stamp duty, and thus is disliked by certain avaricious persons who suffer a 
loss from its working. 


Municipalities, 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 10th March, in alluding to the question of the 


Advises the Municipality drainage of Bombay, observes that until lately the 


of Bombay to get the drai 3 Europeans formed the majorit in the Municipal own - 
works done cheaply and oa, Council, but that since the last election the case is : 


piesa * regard to race reversed, and the native element preponderates. This 


state of things has entirely disconcerted the European 


members, who are endeavouring in every possible way to thwart the wishes of = | 


native members. As an illustration in point, the writer refers to 
‘scussion which ensued about the acceptance of the tenders for the drain: 
contract, and states that the native members were for accepting the tender 
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essrs. Négu Saydji and Co., while the Euro members were for acceptin 

Set of fone Glover and Co., which was higher than the former. The o P 
tion was led by Mr. Grant, who maintained that the powers of the Town 
Council were limited to the acceptance or rejection of the tender which had been 
approved by the Municipal Commissioner; and he recommended Messrs. Glover 
and Co. on account of their having satisfactorily constructed the Prince’s Dock. 
This, however, can hardly be considered as a valid reason, since Messrs. Nagu 
Saydji and Co. have successfully performed many heavy works in and about 
Bombay. Besides, their tender was less than that of the other firm by three lakhs, 
and it was not right to throw away so much money recklessly. The European 
members still clung to their opinion and insisted upon the contract being assigned 
to the European firm. When, however, their opinion did not prevail, the 
Municipal Commissioner brought forward the tender of Messrs. Bulkley and 
Co. for the approbation of the Town Council. This also was rejected and the 
Europeans then declared in an angry tone that they would have nothing to do 
with the question of drainage. Under these circumstances the Indu Prakdsh 
advises the Town Council to have the work done cheaply and well, and without 
regard to race distinctions. 


The Bombay Samdéchdr (47) of the 13th March observes that the Municipal 
Corporation of Bombay has committed a serious 

Again asserts that it is not mistake with respect to the drainage works. In the 
discreet to hg egg ~ first place it has not done well in resolving to construct 
depattenmtally. “soe these works, as a people are of opinion, and this 
_ opinion is confirmed by actual experience, that 

drainage will injure the health of the people of Bombay. In the second place 
the Corporation has not done right in ceenipe to construct the works 
departmentally, inasmuch as it cannot be a matter of certainty that they will 
not cost more than the estimated amount. It is true that the Municipal 
Commissioner and the Municipal Engineer have assured the Corporation that 
they will complete the works satisfactorily and within the estimate. But the 
assurance is only oral, and there is no guarantee that the estimate will not be 
exceeded. Again, Mr. Walton has estimated at 15% lakhs of rupees, the cost of 
that portion of the works for which tenders were recently invited. This sum 
exceeds slightly the amount of the tender of Messrs. Ndégu Saydjiand Co. 
And yet it was shown by the Municipal authorities that the amount of Mr. 
Nadgu’s estimate was so little that he could not be reasonably expected to 
construct the works satisfactorily! It seems better, therefore, that the tender 
of Mr. Négu should be accepted, and that the probability of spending more than 
the estimated amount by working departmentally should be removed. (The 
Akhbére Sowddégur (49) of the same date expresses similar sentiments, and 
observes that the Municipal Act prohibits the Corporation from executing _ 
departmentally any work which costs more than five thousand rupees). 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 18th March 1879. 
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Politics and the’ Public Admsncstratson. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakash Q) of the 17th March, writing from 
Nasik, says that the Acting Educational Inspector of 

Takes exception to the the North-East Division has been practising petty 
proceedings of Mr. Jacob in oppression in the case of Mr. Bhaskar Limaye, the 
the case of the vpn yd Deputy Educational Inspector of the Nasik Sub- 
ee a who jg Division. This conduct of Mr. Jacob has been 
under suspension. animadverted upon before, but he has_ entirely 
| disregarded all suggestions. His proceedings are 
characterized by great harshness, and in his treatment of school-masters he 
confounds the innocent with the guilty. It is to be hoped that the Director of 
Public Instruction will direct his attention to the conduct of this Officer, and 


thus put an end to the sufferings of poor and harmless subordinates. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Sholépur, mentions the occurrence 

of dacoities which have been already reported, and 

Requests Government to says that Government has notified that villagers will 

lend help to villagers fo Pro” not get more policemen for the protection of their 

and ta pit tea down. = villages than they already have. On the contrary, 

they (the policemen) are liable to be taken away if 

their assistance is required dlactitiier’ People must defend themselves as well 

as they can, and any one found supplying provisions to robbers will be punished. 

Now, no one willingly gives them supplies, and it is dove only through fear of 

ill-treatment. Upon the whole, these times are very trying. It is to be hoped 

that Major Daniel will soon put an end to the prevailing state of lawlessness. 

Strange rumours are rife in the city, and at such a eee Government and 
its subjects should unite in putting down these troublesome people. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 16th March gives the substance of the 
address of the British Indian Association and the 
Disapproves of the tone of reply of the Viceroy to it, and observes that His 
re wy of His Excellency Excellency stated that he was extremely solicitous to 
e Viceroy to the Deputa- ; mer oe 
tion from the British Indian #8Certain the opinions of the people on every question 
Association. affecting the public welfare. There was, therefore, 
| no ground for His Excellency to be angry with the 
representations made in the address. If they were incorrect, it would have 
been enough to have expressed an opinion to that effect; but it hardly became 
an official in the high station of the Governor General to treat with contumely 
those who had come to seek for redress. His Excellency stands in the position 
of Her Imperial Majesty in India, and if the subjects are not to lay their 
grievances before him, one does not know where else they should go. The 
tone of the reply will deter others from coming forward to acquaint the 
authorities with the real state of affairs. Two members of the Legislative 
Council formed gh of the deputation, and the rest were the most respectable 
and opulent people in Caleutta, If such influential individugls in the emuaiat 
city in India were put to confusion and shame, it is easy to imagine how 
residents in the mofussil will be treated by the authorities. , 


- ‘The same publishes the substance of the speech delivered by Sir Richard 
Re pa oa aN Temple to the Volunteers in roomy | and says that 
Beuibay ce oe ae of from the statements made by His Excellency with 
ing. es, respect to the defences of this city it appears that; it 
| 1s not so exposed as jt was formerly, and that now it 
18 pretty secure from an invasion by sea. This will, undoubtedly, gladden the 
hearts of the inhabitants; but. the Opinion still considers that Bombay is not so 
well defended. as it ought to be. It would be well, therefore, if His xcellency 
were to direct his attention to this subject, 
The same gives pa ore - the speech vai nig by Sir ge 
wm, and emple at the recent distribution of prizes in the 
— Government to Grant Medical College, and ste that. His Excel- 
fedical College than has been disseminate the knowledge of medical principles " hich 
itherto done, = = =. ~—_-will encourage habits of cleanliness and tend to dimi- 
nish mortality among the people, His Excellency | 
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further added that there was plenty of ® Opinion di to be had in this way, and 


also that it was likely to increase. The does not consider this advice 
to be of much value, because Government does not give sufficient encouragement 
to medical graduates. Formerly two or three graduates obtained Government 
posts every year as a matter of right. This is now no longer the case. Men are 
imported. Seen England to fill appointments in the Medical Department, and those 
educated here find it difficult to obtain even the = of Assistant Surgeons. If 
His Excellency really desires his wishes to be fulfilled, he should try to throw 
open the higher appomtments to native graduates. 


The. Suryodaya (4) of the 17th March says that our Government is on the 
point of directing its attention to the investigation of 

Is glad that Government the causes which have led to the impoverishment 
intends to eae the eee its subjects. If this be true, our rulers deserve 
pry sacs A oo“ ~  great praise. The masses were in great trepidation 
: on account of the rumoured revival of the income-tax. 
This rumour, however, was unfounded, and the question of exempting the poorer 
classes from the operation of the license-tax is under consideration. Although 
this information has not come from a reliable source, yet there can be no doubt 


of its general correctness, and it should gladden the hearts of all people. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 16th March gives the substance of the financial 
statement of the Government of India, and observes 

Makes remarks . ~ youd that the figures for the current financial year ‘are only 
snl 8 °° provisional, and that the final accounts have still to 
be made up. The flourishing condition of the finances 

is, however, a matter for congratulation, and we trust that this state of things 
will continue, and that the anticipated surplus for 1878-79 and subsequent years 
will be applied to the reduction of the national debt, and thus to the diminution 
of the taxation which it causes. But the present policy of Government would 
seem to indicate that this hope is not likely to be realised. . No sooner was it 
felt that there would be a surplus’ this year, than it was determined to effect a 
reduction in the import duty on cotton goods to the extent of twenty lacs for 
the benefit of the merchants of Manchester. ‘This proceeding may appear right 
to our rulers. But it is doubtful whether the accounts’ henceforth will show 
a surplus regularly every year. Besides, what has become of the proceeds of 
the license-tax ? It is not just to mix up the income from this source in the 
general accounts of the empire, and then to declare that there is a surplus, and 
to apply it for purposes for which it was not originally intended. It should 
have been kept apart and might have been appropriately applied to the dimi- 
nution of the national debt. Such a course Seal have enabled Government to 
borrow funds for famine relief when such a calamity occurred. Our rulers are 


eminent in the art of Government, and we are, therefore, bound to consider their 
actions as infallible. ; 


The same, in commenting upon the draft Bill relating to Vakils and others, 
‘- now pending in the Council of the Governor General 
Bil sane hea gn of India, observes that it should be carefully consider- 
other legal practitioners. ed by those whose interests are affected by it. If it is 
passed and made applicable to this Presidency, the 
entrance into this profession will be rendered extremely difficult, and the inde- 
pendence of advocates will be considerably curtailed. ‘The provision by which 
power is given to various officers to suspend or punish practitioners for miscon- - 
duct, is of doubtful utility, and will make them entirely subservient to the 
Judges before whom they may practise. This change will altogether destroy the 
sist ares? of the profession, and may prove dangerous to the proper admi- 
nistration of justice. Again, the schedule of fees to be levied on the compulsory ~ 
annual renewal of sanads, seems to be contrived with the view of increasing — 
the revenue, and not of improving the profession itself. This is not right. It 
does not become Government to grab at money at every opportunity. It would 
have been much better to have made this class subject to the license-tax instead. 
(Several newspapers express somewhat similar views). ae 
2NP22—3 [con 702) 
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The Khdndesh Waibhaw (17) of the 14th March, but received on the 17th, 

eS uding to the appointment of the Honourable Mr. 
, Disspproves of the wopoint- Ravenscroft to the Executive Council, asks why the 
sisi bape a a claims of the Civilian Judges of, the High Court to 


——- 


1 of the Governor romotion have been passed over on this occasion ? 
sa it because they are unfit, or are unwilling to act 


7 according to the dictates of Government? The former 
accusation is simply absurd ; and if their independence has been the cause of 
their supersession, then such an observation detracts from the merits of the 
Honourablé Mr. Ravenscroft. Some persons assert that the opposition which the 
Judges offered to the Revenue Jurisdiction Bill has led to their being apbyeuned 
to this slight. There is, however, no ground for this statement. Most likely the 
appointment has been made, because Mr. Ravenscroft has interest in high 
quarters; but it would have been well if Government had publicly stated the 
reasons which have induced it to make this nomination. If a High Court Judge 
had been appointed to fill the post, Government would have secured the services 
of an able Lessienes while Mr. Ravenscroft as Chief Secretary would have given 
all the assistance in his power. It is to be hoped, however, that our new 
Councillor will not let the public feel the loss which it is about to suffer by the 
departure of the Honourable Mr. Gibbs from India. 


The Satya Sadan (18) of the 15th March, but received on the 20th, in 
discussing the question of the prevailing high prices, 
attributes them to a variety of causes. In the first 
place the rainfall has diminished in quantity within 
the last twenty-five years, and besides whenever it is plentiful, it comes in 
torrents, and oftén does great damage to the crops. The soil is also amenable to 
the same laws to which human beings are subject, and as the latter become old 
so the former deteriorates in productiveness. Again, land is not allowed to lie 
fallow as it used to bein former days. It is cultivated every year, and hence its 
productive powers are declining. Besides, the heavy Government assessment, 
the immense increase of taxation, and the diversion of trade into foreign channels, 
have helped to bring about the impoverishment of the agricultural classes, who, 
for want of means, are unable to increase the resources of their land. The 
enormous exportation of corn from India is also one of the principal reasons why 
it has become dear. All these causes have contributed to bring about the high 
prices which prevail everywhere in India. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 14th March, but received.on the 17th, in allud- 
ing to the appointment of the Honourable Mr. 
ga yu ae theappoint- Ravenscroft to the Executive Council of the Governor 
mee eee Some dMoE of Bombay, observes that up to this time one member 
A ) ccessor : mi 
of the Honourable Mr. Gibbs Of Council has always been selected from the Judicial 
in the Executive Council. and another from the Revenue branch of the Civil 
ey Service. This rule has now been evidently set aside. 
Strictly speaking, Mr. Justice Kemball ought to have been nominated to the 
vacant post. As a general rule Judicial officers and the Judges of the High 
Court particularly are considerate and independent, and a desire to do justice 
is uppermost in their minds. The selection of a gentleman from this line, 
there ore, would have been more advantageous to the country than the selection 
of one from the Revenue branch, Here the writer says that the people should 
appeal to the Government of India against the exclusion of the judicial element 
from Government. The present appointment seems to be made in the Gaika- 
wadi st yle. Now, we do not in the least mean to.compare Sir Richard Temple 
to Malhérréw Gaikaw4d or the Honourable Mr. Ravenscroft to Balwantréw 


Gives reasons for the high 
price of corn in India. 


ee rkay or Démodarpant Nene; but this a ee has certainly been the 
means of sh «ing the confidence of the public in the justice of Government. 
oe lusion, the writer considers that the present policy is calculated to damp 


v1LOnS of Ciyil Servants who have accepted judicial posts, and also to ~ 
an ill-feeling: between them and those who belong to the Revenue 
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A correspondent of the Nésik Writta (19) of the 15th March, but received 


oud . ‘be 2 the 17th, states that whenever an allusion is made 

Makes pe bhp ah to the British Government by natives in conversation, 
eh "they usually say many hard things of it, and declare 
that it is worse than that of the Mogul. The origin of this feeling is to be 
found: in the fact that the taxation which the people have to bear is excessively 
heavy for them. Although this statement is true, and the people have become 
utterly destitute, yet no blame rests with our Government, whose policy is 
entirely characterized by wisdom. The milkman draws as much milk ashe can 
from his cow, and it would be absurd if he did not do so. Similarly, the English 
- rulers will extract as much wealth as they can from their poor a ii and if 
they did not do so, their conduct would be repugnant to human nature. . It 
would be impossible to expect them to care for us, and at the some time allow 
us to keep what we have. They will continue to enjoy themselves at the 
expense of the natives; and will only cease to do so when the resources of the 
country fail. It is, therefore, not mght to condemn them for their behaviour. 
In nausea Hey Sax the above, the Ndsik Writta observes that the correspon- 
dent seems to be truly loyal, but he has unnecessarily reflected on Government 
in showing his loyalty. Our rulers are certainly not as gees as those who 
existed in ancient times, yet they are not so foolish as to reduce their subjects 


to utter beggary. They will leave some substance to them for their own 
benefit. 


The A’rya Warta (32) of the 15th March, but received on the 17th, says 
that the vernacular schools in the chief stations of the 


Wishesthatthe vernacular different Collectorates are held at very inconvenient 
schools at Zilla towns should 


tu aie hours 88 assimilated to that of the English schools. Mr. Jacob 


has the reputation of being a very painstaking and 

careful Inspector, and it is to be hoped that he will make the requisite change 
in his division. 

The Surya Prakash (44) of the 15th March, but received on the 16th, 

_. contains a long communication, in which some defects 

ae ecsteee tones ™ in the Civil Procedure Code are pointed out. The 


i decision ye by the Bombay High Court on a 
reference from the Ahmedabad Small Cause Court, printed at page 532 of the 


Indian Law Reports, M. C. Volume 2nd, shows that a Small Cause Court cannot | 
give effect to its decree when the person against whom it is passed, removes. 


with his moveable property out of the court’s jurisdiction, and settles within the 
jurisdiction of another court. Some instances of the decree-holder incurring 
great expense and experiencing difficulties in executing it, are also mentioned ; 
and the writer suggests that remedial measures should RS taken to remove these 
imperfections. 
The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 16th March also disapproves of the recent 

pi ye 6 reduction in the import duties on cotton goods. The 

veduoliee he th: -e recent immediate abolition of the duty. on ds made of 
port duties 

on cotton goods. arns of No. 30 and under, will paralyze the cotton 
Bie industry of this country. English cloth is peter 
in finish, pera. Dg durable than similar cloth produced here, and people buy 
it notwithstanding its being a little dearer than the country cloth. ttt 
made cheaper by the abolition of the duty in question, and will now command 
a better market, and the manufacturers of country cloth will suffer. The natural 
result of this state of things will be the closing of many Indian mills. The 
abolition of the duty will entail a loss of 20 lacs of rupees. The people consider 
the measure as disadvantageous to them, while our governors believe it to be 
otherwise. _ ‘The. latter will, probably, consider the former as too ignorant to 
understand the scope of the measure properly. 3 : 


The same in alluding to Her Imperial Ma esty’s projected visit to Italy e ; 


May next, prays Her to take that opportunity 
1s, ' Visiting Her Indian Empire. The Indian su 
~~~ the Crown are over-anxious to see and do ho 


hours, and that it would be better if their time were 
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visit to India has shown Her Majesty that Her Indian subjects are very sincere. 
and liberal in the reception which they give to their rulers, and there can be no 
doubt that they will be more liberal in doing homage to the Sovereign Herself. 
It is to be hoped that Her Majesty will gladden the hearts of Her Indian 
subjects by granting this prayer. ? 
The same also disapproves of the appointment of Mr. Ravenscroft as 
successor to the Honouiible Mr. Gibbs as a Member 
Disapproves of the nomi- of the Executive Council of the Governor of Bombay. 
nation of Mr. ~Abceneme i This nomination has transgressed the rule hitherto 
Me oe pr ember of the f0llowed of supplying the vacancy of a Judicial Mem- 
Executive Council of the ber of the Council by Ak Btn. a person belonging 7 
Governor of Bombay. to the same branch of the service, and has done in- — 
justice to the officers of the Judicial line. It has also 
driven away from the Legislative Council the little independence which was 
shown by the Jadicial Member of the Executive Council. Moreover, itis said of 
Mr. Ravenscroft that he is not.accessible to petitioners, and that he does not hear 
their complaints personally. He is reported to be not hard-working. He is also 
open to the influence of the Manchester merchants, ‘as was shown by his 
advocacy of the Cotton Frauds’ Act. It would have been better had the vacancy 
been fled up by the appointment of the Honourable Mr. Hope, as he is not 
amenable to any influence, and holds the opinion that India should be governed 
in the interests of her own people, and not of those of the 6g 2 of Manchester. 
In the appointment of Mr. Ravenscroft, Sir Richard Temple has carried out his 
own views. The work of the Legislative Council will now go on smoothly, as 
there will be no opposition from the official members, and the non-official, with 
the exception of the Honourable Mr. Murdrji Gokuldds, are incompetent to offer 
any 
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The Bombay Samachar (47) of the 15th March, but received on the 17th, 
notices the financial statement for 1879-80. It is 

6 Makes observations onthe >lad that the rumoured income-tax has not been 

nancial statement for 1879- & | . . 

80. imposed ; but is sorry, at the same time, that a reduc- 
tion has not been made in any of the existing taxes. 

It is also to be regretted that, notwithstanding the unsatisfactory condition of 
the finances, the budget resolution announces the immediate abolition of the 
duty on cotton goods, by which an annual income of twenty lacs of rupees has 
been surrendered. Had Government given up that amount from the license-tax 
by exempting poor people from its operation, it would have conferred a real 
benefit on this country. It also appears that the loss by exchange during the 
current year will amount to four heres of rupees. It is not impossible for 
See avert this; and yet, strangely, the authorities do not appear to 
be engaged In adopting measures for its prevention. If the exchange question 
1s satisfactorily settled, the license-tax may be done away with, and a reduction 
may well be made in the other taxes to the extent of two krores of rupees, In 
conclusion, the Samdchdr prays Government to direct its immediate attention to 
the question of exchange. (The Loka Mitra (54) of the 16th March, in noticing 
the budget, makes remarks somewhat similar to the above, and observes that, on | 
the whole, the arrangements made in it are not satisfactory). — 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 15th March, but received on the 17th, observes | 

ae that the Marathi newspapers misunderstand the much a 

_ Tries to remove the wrong —_— question of the reduction of the armies : 
prio orga — by the of native princes, and unnecessarily make strong — : 
pimaion oi age sq observations upon it. The London Times advocates 
the mind of the writers of the this reduction, and its opinion is considered to 
i newspapers. reflect the sentiments of the Home and the Indian 
“ee, Cheat eae Shee authorities. The Jdéme, Jamsed has shown in one of its 
former issues that, by reducing the armies of Native States both those States and 
the British Government will be benefited ; that the former will save some money, 
which may be advantageously expended on the improvement of their respective 
‘States ; and that the latter will, on the decrease of the native’ armies, be able to 


make a'reduction in its own forces. The Marithi seth ts overlook these 


advantages, and make strong remarks against the proposal. They say thata 
reduction of their armios will fesson their importance, viens 
spective subjects ; and: the 


esson their importance, and their control overtheir _ 
step will be a breach of the treaties contracted 
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between them and the British Government. Both these objections are frivolous. 
The armies of Native States are so very ill-clad and ill-accoutred that they are 
a subject of derision with those who see them. No greatness eun accrue from 
possessing large armies of this kind ; nor can the rulers suffer oY their reduction. 
Again, it is not proposed to abolish these armies entirely. It is intended to 
wie their number to a reasonable figure, and to make an inerease in the 
lice force where it is thought desirable. Hence, the step will not lessen the 
control of the Chiefs over their respective subjects. The contention about the 
breach of existing treaties is e y flimsy. It is one thing to make an altera- 
tion in a treaty, and quite another to br it. The British Government does 
not wish in the least to break the existing treaties with the Native Chiefs ; it 
simply desires to make changes in them suited to the altered circumstances of 
the times. These changes are advantageous to both parties as shown above; 
and it is to be regretted that the Mardthi newspapers do not understand them. 


The same of the 17th March, in a leader headed, “The Manchester 


Merchants have at last achieved Success,” expresses 
Points out the impropriety sorrow at the reduction which has been made in the 
of a kk tes, import duties on cotton goods. For several years past 
sole a “~~. the Manchester merchants have been representing to 
the Secretary of State for India that, in consequence of 
the Indian import duties their goods are not able to Ts with similar Indian 
goods, and, hence, they are almost driven out of the Indian market. Public 
writers in India have on several occasions shown that this representation is 
false. They have pointed out the true cause of the Manchester goods disappear- 
ing from the Indian market. ‘The Manchester merchants adulterate their goods 
with inferior stuffs, while the same is not done with the cloth manufactured in 
India; and, hence, the natives prefer the latter. The Manchester merchants 
knowingly overlook this cause, and point out the duties as the chief obstacle to 
the sale of their goods. If it is the import duties which impede the sale of 
English cloth in the Indian markets, as is contended by the merchants of 
Manchester, what is it that has led the American merchants to oust the English 
goods from the markets of China and other oriental countries? But they have 
always avoided giving a direct reply to this question. Successive Secretaries 
of State for India did not know the real solution, and were misled by the one- 
sided representation of the Manchester merchants. The Jéme Jamsed several 
times exhorted the people and mill-owners of India to make a faithful representa- 
tion to the Seeretary of State on this tier but they foolishly disregarded the 
advice on account of their indolent and dilatory habits, and a further reduction 
in the import duties has been made by order of the same high authority. The 
Jame Jamsed is, however, glad that the people of Bombay have become aware, 
though late, of the necessity of making a representation to Lord Cranbrook, 
and trusts that this will be done in a thorough and businesslike manner. 


The same of the 19th March advises the British Government to disarm 


the people of that part of Afghanistan which has been 

Advises Government todis- conquered. Government must retain the conquered 
per : ig Pern country in order to secure India from invasion. The 
arms. oq of this territory, particularly the inhabitants 
| of the Khyber, the Bolan and other passes, are accus- 

tomed to free-booting. Again, instances have occurred of afew Afghans attack- 


ing ish troops in their fanatical zeal for religion. For the security of troops 
and travellers, it is necessary that the Afghans should be disarmed. ‘The miss 
however, should be done with discretion. | 
The same of the 20th ip omg Pe *. the ges ¢ a sens made 
ss in the Guwjardt Mitra (46), that Sir Richard Temple 
Gee = en ang thirty thousand rupees in making a survey, for 


7 Se t 
cided to recover f she witatrention of a railway between Kurrachee and 
uiefs of KAthiawar, th Sukkur, and applied for. 
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tioned at from the Chief of Dhréngadra and other princes of that 
aren oer Mong seve refused to pay it, as they were in no oar concerned a 
with it. ‘The Political Agent communicated this to the Bombay Government, i 
ver, desired him again to recover the money from them. If a 
this report be true, the decision of the Government to recover the money from 
the Uhiefs is objectionable ; but it would not be right to make further comments 


upon it until the facts are better ascertained. 


The Akhbére Sowdégar (49) of the 17th March observes that the annuall aaa 

| increasing public debt of this country makes it difficult ‘a 

Observes that the Indian to believe the statement made by the authorities for 
finances are not in a flourish- several years past, that the finances are in a flourishing 


OF er ts clon toa condition. If the treasury is in a satisfactory state "i ‘ 
diate measures to prevent the the public debt ought to diminish, or, at least, ought - 
loss from exchange, not to be allowed to increase. The budget for the : oe. 


coming year shows that there will be a deficit of three a 
krores and a half of ru ; and the loan of two krores obtained from England A 
will have to be paid off. To meet these sums, a loan of five krores must be raised. ao 
The Finance Minister states that the loss in exchange has led to this enormous C 
deficit. Certainly, it behoves the authorities to adopt immediate measures to 5 
prevent a similar loss in future. : : :- 


The Rast Goftdr (50) of the 16th March, in a leader headed, ‘‘ No New ~ 
Taxes,” observes that it is gratifying to find that this - F 
Regrets that the license- year’s budget does not propose to levy any new taxes, 
tax has not es aarerenee notwithstanding the increase in the estimate caused 
os gat Se "by the expenditure of the Afghan war. But this , | 
gratification is marred by the absence of any decrease | : 
in the existing heavy load of taxation which the poor are unable to bear. The ; 
license-tax in its present form is inconvenient and mischievous. It exempts 
from its operation the rich, while it falls heavily on the poor. It was expected 
that these mistakes would be avoided in the new year’s budget; but this hope 
has not been realized. The Rdst Goftdr prefers a license-tax to an income-tax ; 
but i¢ does not approve of the license-tax in its present form. 


The same notices the address of the deputation from the British Indian 
Association to His Excellency the Viceroy, and His : 
Observes that His Excel, JEExcellency’s reply, and observes that His Lordship 
lency the Viceroy has unjustly has unnecessarily reprimanded the deputation and mies 
ne Beane ee ee the Zemindars of Bengal. It is true that they enjoy ee 
which recently waited sia great advantages, and contribute little to the revenue, ; 
hm  . Es as compared with the other races in India; but, not- . 
withstanding these benefits, they are perpetually 3 
bringing forward their grievances. The latest instance of this last-mentioned Pee 
habit is their advocacy of the salt tax. They, therefore, need to be censured 
for this conduct. But the reprimand given = His Lordship was not deserved. ag 
Their complaint about the import duties and the war expenses is just; and it is a 
the complaint of the whole country. The present is not the time for effecting a 
a reduction in these duties, nor is the cost of the war justly chargeable to India, he 
(The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the same date also disapproves of the reply, but “e 
thinks that it is better to know the real thoughts of the Viceroy on the subject, Bc 
than to have mere sweet and delusive promises such as were uttered by his 
predecessors in office.) (The. Loka Mitra (54) of the same date and. the Nydya 
Prakash (65) of the 17th March express sentiments somewhat similar to those 
put forward by the Rast Goftér above). Scns 


In alluding to the so Ema oe pre < bor sO ead auty ot all cotton 
, | ; me made 0: ig O O, 0 an under, e Yajddn 
Disapprovesof the abolition , Seed (52) 


Ny a. oe — g 


of the import duties on cotton, the 16th March observes that the ee 
goods ae bertain aa present was not the proper time for this step, as the . 


see expenses of the administration for the coming official a 
year exceed the revenue by a krore and a half of rupees, as a new loan of five aa 
krores is to be shortly opened, and as the country has to bear the ex 


F e Afghan war, and besides, has to endure the license-tax. Theabolitionofthe = = = 
Muty will give shock to the Indian cotton industry from which it will perhaps 
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never recover. It is to be regretted that Lord Lytton has adopted the policy 
i ding Indian interests. 


The Broach Wartamdn (59) of the 17th March is sincerely grateful to Mr. 
: White, the Collector, and Mr. Lely, the First Assist- 
Is to Mr. White ant Collector of Broach, for exerting themselves to 
= 0a Megara pn a relief cone ryots of that ape ag te Great 
reat istress prevails here in consequence of the failure of 
Golncetis. pre paren crops caused by the keibey ‘cele of last year. To 
| alleviate the sufferings of these people, Mr. White 
paid a ge sum from his private purse, and also contributed seven hundred 
rupees in the subscription list started by him. A report describing the real 
condition of the different té4lukas has been made to the Commissioner, N. D., 
who has duly considered it, and has ordered the opening of relief-works for the 
able-bodied, asylums for the infirm, and hospitals for the sick. | 


The Broach Samdéchdr (68) of the 6th March, but received on the 16th, 
states that on the 26th ultimo, a boy aged 12 years, the 

Prays Government to pro- son of a seaman of a country boat, was drowned in 
hibit the sat i og a the port of Broach. He was sitting on a frame-work 
ee “sails of nature o£ Wood hung at the stern of the boat to answer the call 
and to order the use of closets. of nature, and fell down from it into the sea, and was 
drowned. Such wooden frames are 8 near the 


stern of every country boat and they endanger the lives of those who are not 


country boats not to use such wooden frames, and to build closets instead. 


The same of the 15th March, but received on the 16th, observes that proper 
rag” at to | 6SUpervision seems not to be exercised over persons 
Ph on Ailes debarshien who hold lands or receive allowances from Govern- 
over those who hold land or ment for filling up reservoirs of water for the use of 
allowances for supplying cattle. For instance, Mr. Sheridrji Gandhi of Broach 
+ ey to new yor ¥ pe receives some allowance or holds land for supplying 
——_ eS water to the cattle. He is the owner of the garden 
called Kopar.. At the back of this garden there is a 
well, by the side of which runsa rvad. On this road hundreds of carts pass ; 
but the reservoir there is not filled with water, while the reservoir on the road 
to Kurshi which is comparatively little used is filled with water. The Samdchdr, 
therefore, requests the authorities concerned to compel Mr. Sheridrji to bring 
into use the other reservoir, and to exercise strict supervision over all persons, 
who hold lands or allowances for supplying water to cattle, as to whether they 
discharge their duties satisfactorily. 


The Déndio (69) of the 16th March complains that some prostitutes reside 

: in the localities inhabited by the respectable people 

Asks the Police Lar, 90r of Surat. The close neighbourhood of these women 
. sy ha _ — is opposed to decency. They should, therefore, be 
of the town in whick respect. compelled to reside in Chakl& where other prostitutes 
able persons reside. are living. ‘The attention of the Police Inspector of 


Surat is requested to this complaint. 
Railways. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdéchdr of the 18th March complains 
that, considering the number of passengers who are 

Requests the G. I. P. booked at and for the Masjid Station of the G. I. P. 
pr Rc. i BE 2" make- Railway, the station-building is very small, and that 
sengers at the Masjid Station there are only two benchesinit. The great majority 
in Senalied, of the passengers who number about two or three hun- 
| dred daily, have to stand awaiting the arrival of the 
train. The writer also requests that the mail train should be made to stop at 
this station. If these conveniences are afforded, the passenger traffic will, in 


all probability, increase at this station. 
3NP22—3 (con 702] 


habituated to their use. It behoves Government, therefore, to order owners of . 
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memorials to by 
benefit Eng- | 


lishmen, and it seems as 


service, his friends usually 


i 


equired for these purposes have to be remitted to En 
rb regretted that our people do not give with a free 
proposed for the benefit of their own country. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


lan 


Nasik Writta (19) of the 15th March, but received on 4 

alluding to the retirement ofthe Honourable Mr. 
that India is being steadily drained 
| if th 


oe European official is about to retire from the , 
llect subscriptions in order to have some memorial ae 
On such an occasion various persons subscribe with a view to obtain A 
, and not because they appreciate his merits. The memorial usually - = _ 
e form of a statue or a collection of books, and the funds which are es 
d. It is, however, oe 


and when anything is 


the 17th, in 


of its wealth 
is outflow of Bee 
wealth this country will never cease. Whenever 
a 


: Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
oona, 25th March 1879. 
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"The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 24th March gives the substance of the report 


‘Says that damage done by 
rats to crops in the Poona 
and Shol4pur Collectorates 
has not been noticed in the 


yield of the cotton crop for the current and last official 
years, and ‘says that it is very strange that the 
report on cotton for the rx RAIN ont by oe in the ed.at all. Accordin 
. ' ollectorates has not been noticed at all. Accordit 
es roy eo to Mr. Pritchard, the injury caused by these cheats 
-was confined to the districts of Belgaum and Dharwédr; but the information 
which we have received from:various sources forces us to declare our conviction 
that this statement is not correct. .The damage done extended from Poona and 
Sholépur southwards, and was not restricted to the cotton crop alone, but all 
food grains suffered equally. Will Government dare to publish information 
similar to that given in Mr. Pritchard’s report with respect to the other crops? 


It was incumbent on Government to have done so when the Famine Commission 


was sitting; but this course was unfortunately not adopted. The Indu Prakédsh, 
therefore, earnestly prays Government to publish such information even now, 
and believes that it will be useful, although not so useful as it might have been 
when the Famine Commission was sitting. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 23rd March, in alluding to the address of the. 


British Indian Association and the reply of the Viceroy 
Disapproves of the reply of to it, says that anti-native newspapers, like the Bombay 
the Vioeroy to the deputation (@ozette, the Calcutta Englishman, and the Allahabad: 
from the British Indian P; ome eer inde. oat 
phe ee toneer, are rejoicing at the castigation whic e 
2 Association received from His Excellency; but. the 
have been unable to find any fault whatever in the address itself. From this it 
is easy to conclude that it was couched in respectful language suitable to 
the occasion, and that it did not contain anything calculated to annoy or 
irritate any one. We are, therefore, at a loss to conceive why Lord Lytton 
lost his temper. His Lordship did not speak on the spur of the moment, but 
had ample time for deliberation, as the address was delivered some time before 
the reply was given, and, besides, the latter was printed. Again, His Excel- 
lency had repeatedly expressed a desire to know the opinions of the people 
over whom he is appointed to rule; and it is, therefore, impossible to account 
for his strange conduct. Most probably His Lordship was prompted by some 
one near him to act as he did. We are really sorry that the representative of 
the Queen should have treated with contumely respectable natives, who had 
come forward not to represent their own grievances, but to plead the cause of their 
suffering and destitute fellow subjects. The undignified behaviour of His 
Excellency on this occasion shows that he had uo valid arguments to give for 
the course adopted by Government. It would have been in better taste if His 
Excellency had refused to receive the deputation, It would seem as if it was 
the intention of our rulers to deprive their subjects of the right of petitioning 
which they at present enjoy. This proceeding will not be approved of in 
England, In conclusion the Opinion considers that all English officials, from 
the Viceroy downwards, disregarding all personal considerations, should so 
shape their conduct as to raise th 
natives, 
subject, expresses similar views). 


Observes that the reasons 
given for the abolition of the 
import duty on cotton goods 
are not sound. 


of the Commissioner of Customs for Bombay on the — 


oona and Shol4pur | 


ee as 


eir Queen and nation in the estimation of the : : 
(The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 24th March, in an article on the same 
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could not have had sufficient time to obtain the opinions of the various lo 
authorities and private companies whom Government desired it to consu 
Moreover it is from the last financial statement, and the reply of the 
Viceroy to the address of the British Indian Association, that the reason which 
has induced Government to make reductions in the import duties on cotton 
goors is the resolution of the House of Commons passed on 11th July 1877. 

n that resolution it was plainly declared that this step was only to be taken if 
the state of the finances permitted. In the coming year the expenditure is 
estimated to exceed the revenue by about five krores of rupees. If the cost of 
the Afghan war and the loss vaused by exchange are taken into consideration, 
no one can say that the Indian finances are in a satisfactory condition. It is 
true that the income of Government from various sources is steadily increasing ; 
but it must be remembered that the expenditure is increasing at a still greater 
rate. The sepeoey f caused by the remission of cotton duties is to be made up 
in the ensuing year by borrowing, but this process cannot well be repeated often, 
‘and a new tax will have to be imposed ultimately in ortler to make good the 
permanent loss. Even the Government seems to be aware of this. Finally, the 
Opinion advises the public to petition the Home Government without delay 
against the abolition of the duty in question. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 27th March, writing from 
Inddépur, says that the license-tax was ostensibly 
Finds fault with Govern- imposed to afford relief during famine, and that its 
— ag being the pro- vield in the poverty-stricken Indépur Téluka alone 
e license-tax to the ; 
expenses of Afghan war. amounted to upwards of four thousand rupees. This 
being so, it is truly astonishing that its proceeds 
should be appropriated to defray the cost of the Afghan war. Had there been 
no famine, it would not have much mattered if this course had been determined 
upon. To enter, however, upon an unneces war, and to spend on it money 
originally intended for different purposes, particularly when people are dying 
of hunger, is a harsh proceeding. But he who would dare to say so vould be 
immediately charged with disloyal and treasonable conduct. However, our 
duty must be performed at all hazards, and we should not therefore hesitate to 
inform our rulers of our woes and sorrows whether they pay any attention to 
them or not. Every one must acknowledge that our present governors are 
infinitely superior to those who preceded them, and we are thankful to them 
for the blessings which we enjoy. But we fail to fathom the motives which 
have induced Government to connive at the great loss of life which is resulting 
from starvation. In conclusion, the writer begs Government to open relief 
houses in the different parts of the Inddpur Téluka for the sick and maimed, 
and to commence public works for the able-bodied. 


The Suryodaya (4) ye 24th ea Nd in bes ee on uoyalty says that 
overnment has perhaps forgotten the Proclamation 
Bat see > a prt of 1818 on account of the long time which has ela 

number of posts in the Civil since its publication, but the same cannot be said of 
tae in ped lily the Proclamation of 1858. Among the promises which 
¥ Passed’ by Fariament. have been given in the latter there is one relating to 
the Indian Civil Service; and it remains to be seen how far it has been fulfilled. 
Lord Lawrence established nine scholarships to enable natives to go to England 
and study for the different services and the liberal professions ; but the Secretary 
of State for India, deeming this provision utterly inadequate for the immense 
pulation of India, abolished dhetn: and subsequently carried an Act through 
arliament by which the Government here was empowered to appoint natives 
to Civil Service posts. Since then only one native has been appointed in 
accordance with the spirit of this Act; but his appointment is, achateeasie. 
still provisional. Even if nine appointments had been made in lieu of the nine 
extinct scholarships, some satisfaction would have been felt; but it did not 
please God to induce our rulers to follow this course. In conclusion, the 
Suryodaya requests the English people to fulfil some at least of the numerous 
= which they have held out on different occasions to the natives of this 
country. oa 
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_ The same, in a communicated article, discusses the question of the abolition 
pi eae - of the import duty on cotton goods, and says, among 
Advises the people not to other things, that the revenues of India belong solely 

annoy Government with te to Government, and that its subjects have no right to 
Gepork aiby on evtton goods. aie their views forward unnecessarily. Such useless 

prattle will do good to no one. Besides our Govern- 
ment knows what is best for our welfare. At the same time we should not 
fail to bring our grievances to the notice of our rulers, but our representations 
must be such as are likely to be well received. It is quite clear from the reply 
of His Excellency the Viseewy to the deputation from the British Indian Asso- 
ciation that any representation on the subject of the cotton duty will not be 
acceptable to Government. 


The Arunodaya (11) of sr a March, in an article anes Indian Budget, 
a, Says that we are extremely grateful for the publication 
wie ein Personen of the financial statement, but all loyal subjects will 


of the Viceroy and of Sir be still more grateful if Government were to consider 


John Strachey about the gs : ‘ 
eon ‘oF a, bbe ot carefully the criticisms passed on it. According to 


Sir John Strachey, the increase in the duty on salt in 
the Bombay and Madras Presidencies has resulted in the diminished consumption 
of that commodity. This result is attributable to the poverty of the people. 
But Lord Lytton, in his reply to the address of the British Indian Association, 
stated that the present taxation was light for a rich country like India. The 
Arunodaya leaves these high authorities to explain these two inconsistent 
statements. Most probably His Excellency the Viceroy made the statement in 
order to enable him to justify himself in throwing the cost of the Afghan war on 
India and in reducing the import duty on cotton goods. ‘The writer also adds 
that if the license-tax was imposed with the object of meeting the expenditure 
during famine, there is no ground for making it permanent. Again, the interests 
of the Bombay mill-owners were ignored when it was decided to reduce the 
duty on cotton goods. The existence of the Cotton Frauds Act and the Boiler 
Inspection Act show that the cotton industry in India is unnecessarily hampered, 


while similar restrictions do not exist in England. In conclusion, the Arunodaya 


hopes that our Government will in future pay more attention to the interests of 
the people of India. 


The same, in discussing the question of the cotton duties, observes that when 

_. it was determined to abolish them our mill-owners 

at joe nyc ero pte should have zealously set to work to produce cheaper 
ate cloth, and so undersell the merchants of Manchester in 

the Indian market. This hope, however, is not likely 

to be realised on account of the recent disclosures made with respect to the 
management of some of the mills in Bombay. The consumption of English 
cloth in India has been gradually diminishing, and this must undoubtedly cause 
anxiety to the merchants of Manchester; but their endeavours to crush the 
rising cotton industry in India, and thereby to benefit themselves, is a heartless 
igen It is true that they have received help in this matter from 
overnment, but it is strange that our rulers should have ignored the interests 
of India in framing their policy. They say that they have assumed the 
government of India in order to make the natives wise, and declare that they 
are ready to hand it over to them as soon as they are fit to rule their own 
country. The English people who hold such benevolent. views will never act 


in a partial spirit. It is, however, incumbent on natives to put their own case 
in a proper light before their governors. 


The same, in alluding to the lawlessness prevailing in the Collectorate of 

| . Poona, and to the alleged capture of Hari Rémosi, says 

eos, ewan the Poona that the remark of the Bombay Gazette that these 
with the Jo sect ont disturbances have been instigated by the Poona 
aretaking place inthe Deccan, Drambins is really astonishing. We knew that the 
were in the habit of sending petitions to Governmen 


but we did not know until now that they were capable of committing robberies’ 


and expert in seg swords. Has a single Bramhin been found among the 
numerous captures of dacoits that have taken place? Besides, has any  Dowe rge 
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been proved against those Bramhing who were apprehended on mere suspicion 
of having been privy to these dacoities? The Arunodaya considers that alt 
dele Gadtodatinios are false, and believes that the present agitation has been 
caused by ignorant and destitute people. | 


~ The same states that Government directed some of its officers in 1875 to 
cultivate lands in different parts of the Presidency in 
Asks Government to give order to ascertain whether the Government assessment 


detailed information about was really exorbitant as was alleged by the ryots. It 
the experiments made with ie: the Secretary of 


the incidence of ®ppears from the report submitted to 
the tend iad. State for India on this subject that the highest assess- 


: ment in the Dharwar and Kanara Uollectorates does 
not exceed one-sixteenth of the total produce of the fields in which the experi- 
ments were made. If this statement be correct, there is no ground for 
grumbling ; but, before it can’ be accepted as satisfactory, it is necessary to have 
more detailed information. For instance, until we know the area under tillage 
as well as the expenses of cultivation, the total produce of land and the price at 
which the corn was sold, no reliable conclusion can be drawn as to the exact 
incidence of the land tax. Besides, it is absurd to judge of the produce of 
a field by one year’s yield, and it must be remembered that famine prices 


prevailed during the last two years. It is incumbent on Government, therefore, 
to lay this information before the public. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 21st March, but received on the 24th, in an 


- 


article on the Armies of Native States, says that the - 


Disapproves of the proposed Tiondon Times often makes crude and _ill-judged 
reduction in the armies of 


Native States. suggestions about Indian affairs, and that they are. 


calculated to prejudice the English mind against the 
true interests of this country. It can be proved from various indications that 
the articles in this journal relating to India are written by Indian officials or 
the authorities at the India Office. This is not right. It is the duty of a 
newspaper to examine a question'in all its aspects, and its character for 
impartiality is lowered, if it attempts to mislead public opinion by publishing 
one-sided statements. The English people are ignorant of the real condition 
of India, and whatever bicitedce they get of this country is conveyed to them 
through the official channel. It is unnecessary to say that information obtained 
in this way is calculated to strengthen any cause which the Government wishes 
to favour. The London Times has taken up the cudgels against the armies of 
Native States, because the Indian officials wish to do away with them altogether. 
The forces of these States do not deserve the name of an army. Altho h their 
number is prodigious, they are a mere rabble, ill-clad, ill-armed, and ill-officered. 
They are only intended for show. It is, therefore, absurd to imagine that 
they could for a moment contend with the British army which is trained 
for war. Besides, if the British Government insisted upon their abolition, it 
would be breaking the pledge which was given at the time of the Queen's 
Proclamation that all existing treaties would be rigidly observed. Here the 
writer gives a variety of reasons which have been repeatedly reported to show 
that our rulers need not entertain any fear of the armies of native princes. 
Eminent English statesmen consider that the British Government derives 
strength from the existence of Native States; and it is amazing that this opinion 
does not find favour with our present race of officials. During the terrible orisis 
of the mutiny, all native princes proved loyal tothe paramount power. It is, 
_ therefore, not right to doubt their loyalty ; but the present policy, if persisted 
in, 18 calculated to create distrust in their minds where there ought to be none. 


The Nédsik Writta (19) of the 22nd March, but received on the 24th, in an 

Wak EA ox article on the Condition of. the People, says that 
the. British aoe. °? formerly, when stamped paper was not required for 
tion. ‘ filing complaints, idle persons used to gre unnecessary: 
el «3 trouble to Magistrates. It was, therefore, enacted that 

all complaints should be written on stamped paper. But this alteration did not 
result ina diminution of work. The number of Stipendiary Magistrates has. 
been increased of late on account of increased work, and even Honorary M 
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has often proved ruinous to clients. This was anticipated by 88 == 
, who was Collector of Poona, immediately after the a i 
itory, and he invariably advised suitors to settle their differ. . a 
ences by arbitration. Mr. Wedderburn holds the same views. Thelaws forthe == = 
preservation of forests have ant the Mahdrs Bhils and other tribes ee 


of the means of earning their livelihood, and hence robberies and dacoities have “ 
increased all over the country. One often hears of ravages being committed ae 
in the Poona and Satdra Collectorates, and this has disturbed the public mind. a 
The creation of half a dozen appointments for Europeans is the only advantage jg § ‘\= 
which the forest laws have conferred on the country. Our Government i 
undoubtedly wishes for the welfare of its subjects; but the conduct of English a 
officials is calculated to estrange the natives from them, and they do not know a 
the real condition of the country. : ag 
- A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (1) of the 23rd March says that Be 
fever is raging in the Ratndgiri District from Golap oe 
oro ge seal sre sac Bry to Mdlvan, and that poor people are suffering terribly e 
Ratndgiri to give medical aid from its ravages. Medical aid is not obtainable, and P 
: at such a juncture the people look to Government for 4 
help. -Mr, Crawford, the Collector of the District, is well known to be kind and a 
considerate to the people committed to his care, and it is to be hoped that he e. 
will do whatever lies in his power to alleviate their sufferings. +a 
The Karndtak Wartika (30) of the 23rd March says that the different native e 
Vicediills ea se adermbiitnas princes and races of India were at feud with each ee 
of British rule in India. other in past times, but that, since the advent of the mt 
English, changes have taken place for the better, and ae 
that now cordiality prevails where,formerly there was enmity. For these and x 
other blessings which we enjoy, we are indebted to the benevolent English a 
Government, which has done so much for the security of life and property and "% 
the material advancement of India. ; 
The Surya Prakdsh (44) of the 22nd March, but received on the 23rd, 
notices the reply of His Excellency the Viceroy to ae 
Disapproves of thereply of the deputation from the British Indian Association, in “ 
ring Maa aaicect , the Viceroy ithe matter of the abolition of the import duty on Ce 
) utation from the ce 
British Indian Association.  ¢0tton goods and the expenses of the Afghan war. eee 
The observations made by the Surya Prakdsh in oe 
disapproval of the reply, are similar to those made by several of its native 
contemporaries which have been reported in the last weekly summary. 
The Hitechchhu (45) of anmonees “ he 20th uenje pat Moapabte: on th 
vies ' 23rd, also speaks disapprovingly of the appointment 
Pets 4 piece + a oi of the RR Mr. Ravenscroft as a Member of the 
Ravenscroft in succession to Executive Council of the Governor of Bombay in 
the Honourable Mr.Gibbs in guccession to the Honourable Mr. Gibbs. Most of the 
pred a a of the arguments used are a repetition of those advanced by 
z several of its contemporaries, and they have been . 
noticed more fully in some of the previous weekly summaries. ee. 
The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 23rd March regrets that the Indian mills “ae 
Believes that the recent ave suffered by the interested exertions of the mer- 2 
abolition of import duty on @hants of Manchester. At one time they yielded a 
cotton goods must injyre great profits; but this state of things did not last long, ee 
the cotton industry of this owing to.the increase in their number. At this seg a 
: a the Manchester dealers got a law passed for diminish- a 
ing by two hours the daily working time of the mill-operatives. They had = = = = © 
already obtained the repeal of the five per cent. impoft duty on goarsecloth,and =. | 
have recently succeeded in inducing Government to abolish the duty leviedon = 


cloth a little superior to it. These steps have given a shock to the mill industry ag 
of this country, from which it will not soon regover. The recent abolition of ae 
the duty i qnvetion has benefited the Lancashire mill-owners only. It has a 
enabled them to resume work which had been stopped by the strike madeby =", 
the operatives on a proposal to reduce their wages by ten percent. Theopera- . 
fives also have been benefited, inasmuch as five instead of ten per cent. have pee 


| Si th oe rit, pce 

cut Sees ee er ee en hae ‘ h ms . ag 4 . ae) * 4 ad P ee: ae 
been cut from their pay. (The Broach Samdchér (68) of the 27th March bape 
APresses Somewhat similar sentiments). : q ae 
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the old complaint that the Sanads or certificates issued by 
the City Survey Department of Surat are not correct, 
and are, therefore, untrustworthy documents. It seems 
that ah grt a3 Pa pptcunons nora ny lands 
salem nT ai occupi ildings, surveyed them making 
ought to be oa ny enquiries ine the  wlalenun without obtaining 
documentary evidence then in the possession of the 
owners. Consequently, many mistakes occur in the measurements entered in 
the Sanads. When Mr. Newnham was Judge of Surat, a case of ares about 
a plot of ground came before him, and he observed that the Sanad contained 
erroneous statements. A similar case has recently occurred. The land of a 
certain person was measured in his absence, and a Sanad showing this measure- 
ment was issued to him more than six years ago. Recently he discovered the 
measurement to be wrong, and applied to Mr. Pratt to have it corrected; but 
‘this Officer refused to grant the a wos prayer. The Mitra animadverts on 
this refusal, and observes that all Sanads which contain wrong measurements 
should be corrected whenever the mistake is discovered. 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 25th March is glad to find that the Police of 


Bombay has ascertained the whereabouts of Nursey 
Wishes for mere Kesowji, the bankrupt who has ruined so many 
cage on Suesey “* persons in and about Bombay. He is said to be in 
| Goa, and though the new treaty between the 
Portuguese Government and the British Crown has not been concluded, the 
Governor General of Portuguese India is said to be desirous of surrendering 
him, if requested to doso. The Jdme Jamsed, therefore, trusts that no delay 
will occur in bringing this bankrupt to Bombay. 


The same states that locusts have almost destroyed the crops in the State of 


. Pélitana, and that, in consequence, the Chief has 
tb dae deo Foie. mt iis remitted a httle more than a half of the annual 


ever remitted the land revenue assessment on land this year. Locusts are known to 


when the standing crops were have on many occasions injured the standing crops in 
injured by locusts. 


British territory, but the Commissioners have never 
granted remissions of revenue. 


The same revives 


The same, of the 26th March, states that many poor persons in Broach are 


. being starved from a scarcity of food, and feed them- 

ee = — Pre. selves upon grass seeds. This sort of food has caused 

bad ices, baacgly of food, diarrhea among them, and many have died. A 

| similar state of things obtains in Ahmedabad, and 

cases of suicide through starvation have occurred. Last week a Hindu female 
drowned herself in a well in Shéhdpur from the same cause. 


The Rast Goftdr (50) of the 23rd March, in an article on Indian Finance, 


: _ Observes that it is in an unsatisfactory state is 

Fi agape —— pega established by the statement made in the budget, that 
Indias i acanae the insurance fund reserved for future famines no longer 

: exists, and that there is no money for making 
administrative improvements. This is sad indeed ; and it is the more so, since 
the fund was created by the imposition of the tyrannical license-tax. The 
Government of India says that its proceeds have been swept away by the 
deficit caused by unfavourable exchange. But why should it not be said that it has 
been consumed by the Afghan war? Lord Lytton last year pledged his sacred 
word that the insurance fund would not be appropriated for any other purp< 
than the one for which it was created ; and we are certain that, had it not bein 
for the war, the money would have remained intact. Again, had there not been 
an increase of a krore and a half in the revenue from opium, which was not 
even dreamt of, there would have been a greater deficit than there-has been in 
last year’s revenue, The profit from the guaranteed railways was less by a 
krore and a half than the interest payable to the companies. About eight 
krores are to be spent on remunerative public works during the ensuing. year, 
while there are in hand only six krores br the purpose; and hence two krores 
Me hore to be coat “89 for. The Finance geen himself admits 
‘that the consumption of salt has decreased in consequence of the increase of duty. 
These and a in ace abe 
[cowl] . 


the budget'show its unsatisfactory condition; and =” 
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regret for it is increased when it is remembered that.it has been arrived at = © ~ 
notwithstanding the retention of the partial and tyrannical license-tax: _ — 
The same, in another leader headed “ An Ap t Injustice,” observesthat  =-—ss—t™s 
: free trade principles do not appear to have been 
- Gives reasons for its dis- aptly applied by His Excellency the Viceroy in - 
rites of the oe cae abolishing the import duty on certain kinds of cotton a 
wiry ere fabrics. Import duty is levied on woollen fabries, ae 
metals and iron goods, which are eminently useful; — <5, 
and hence there cannot be much force in saying that the import duty on cotton . ie 
goods is alone opposed to the principles of free trade. When Government has ; 
allowed an import duty to be levied on other goods, it is not improper to say i 
that it admits the necessity of keeping in existence this burden on trade. - 
Under these circumstances the plea of free trade does not admit of any weight ji 
in the case of the cotton goods only. His Excellency has censured the natives my 
for suspecting the motives of Government in the abolition of the duty on cotton | 
oods, and for attributing its action as a step taken to please the merchants of 
Manchester. But its conduct appears vatwundls to be censurable in consequence Z 
of the reasons stated. The above explanation will show why the native press ag 
finds fault with the resolution of Government for abolishing the duty on cotton ey 
oods, and how much mistaken is His Excellency the Viceroy in censuring it “Fs 
or doing so. 


The same, after alluding to the extensive frauds committed by Nursey 
Kesow}ji, observes that it is a great shame that this 

Censures Government for reckless gambler is still allowed to remain at large 
no gg 3g Pra —e and enjoy hisill-gotten gains. Where is the police ? 
“— justice Nursey “©- What is it doing? Why has he not been yet appre- fs. 
2 hended and punished? What has become of the a 
telegram sent by Sir Richard Temple from Sind to seize him? Certainly, it is ieee 


a great disgrace to Government that this cheat, who has brought ruin on many 4 
house holds, should still be at large and defy justice. 
The same descants upon the inconveniences of the new building for the 
= High Court of Bombay, and censures Colonel Fuller 
MRS Ping Ml aes for erecting an unsuitable edifice. After alluding to : 
Pec ee Hh S the defects pointed out by Mr. Val Prinseps in the - 


new buildings of Bombay in bis work on the Imperial 
Assemblage at Delhi, the Rdst Goftdr observes that the new High Court 
building has small rooms, narrow staircases, small windows, ill-lighted halls, and 
an insufficient number of seats. The rent for the old court-house was considered 
too high, and, in order to effect a saving, the new building has been erected. tie 
This, however, has cost about sixteen lakhs of rupees; and the interest on this i 
sum comes to more than the rent paid for the old building. The defects of the x 
latter are also to be found in the former. After alluding to the complaints made 3 
by the advocates, solicitors and spectators, a notice of which appeared in a eg 
xecent number of the Times of India, the Rast Goftdér censures Colonel Fuller for oo: 
the alleged defects. (The Yajdin Parast (52) and the Loka Mitra (54) of the a 
same date, and the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 24th March, make somewhat 
similar observations.) _ . 


A correspondent of the Yajddn Parast (52) of the 23rd March highly praises 
teas Gh Sean the toddy of Gujarat, and even attributes toitmedi- 
lish the petri Prd . cinal se a It 18 said to cure skin diseases and = ; on 
toddy. fevers of long standing, which have defied the — 
2S prescriptions of native and Euro practitioners. 
The writer condemns the recent increase in the duty levied on this wholesome 
beverage and prays Government to abolish it. The Yéjddn Parast takesthe ==. 
same view, and eg ee it b ea the opinion of an American traveller, =. =~ 
Mr. Baird Taylor, who visited this country when it was under the rule ofthe =," 
East India Company. Even then this toddy was said to have been highly 
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g the recommendation of the London Times to effect a — 
D sg “7 Geetense inthe armies of Native States, Ohaayet ime 1% 
approves of the reoom- this suggestion cannot be well accepted and adopted. — 
mndation’ of the London On the contrary, the Native Chiefs tk 
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Times to reduce the armies of permitted to increase their forces to a certain limit, and 
Native States. _._ to discipline them well. The rectification of the 
North-West Frontier and its extension into Afghanistan must compel the Indian 
Government to increase its army. The Russians envy the encroachment of the 
English on Afghanistan, and, as stated by Russian papers, the Czar’s army has 
marched upon Merv. Again, though pesos may be made with the Zulus and 
the Burman King, a war with some foreign State might break out ten years 
hence. The present British army eannot be safely reduced. If, however, this 
step is resolved upon, it would be difficult to find on an emergency sufficiently 
large disciplined forces. The native princes are loyal, and their disciplined 


armies will prove of great service to the paramount power. Hence they should 


be encouraged to maintain larger armies than they do at present. It is true 
that the Indian expenditure has considerably increased. ‘There are, however, 
many ways of making reductions without touching the army. For instance, 


the salaries of some highly-paid appointments might be diminished, and the 


Public Works’ expenditure might well be curtailed. 


The Samsher Bahddur (56) of the 19th March, but received on the 23rd, joins 
several of its native contemporaries in praying the 
Observes that England, British Government not to saddle India with the cost 
mes not India, hate. moe of the present Afghan war. It alludes to the firm 
wer eli Alehenician. establishment of the British rule in India, and to the 
loyalty and obedience of the people and native princes. 

n 


The war with Afghanistan is not carried on to defend India from a foreign foe. 


It is an upshot of the Russian envy of English ascendency. The Russians are. 


approaching the Indian frontier, and the British Government wants to preserve 
Afghanistan as a neutral power between them and its Indian Empire. The 
Rugsians suggested to the Amir to forget his old connection with the British 

— and to show them a slight ; and this has led to the present hostilities. 
Un er these circumstances the people of England and of India ought to join in 
assisting Government to keep up its prestige. The Indians are poor and have 
recently suffered from suceessive famines during several years. They are, 
therefore, unable to give pecuniary help to carry on the war. They have 6 Ba 
supplied an army, and are ready to give more to carry on the hostilities to a 
successful end. ‘T'he people of England are rich enough to afford the necessary 
pecuniary aid and ought to bear the expenses of the war. 


The Nydya Prakash (65) of the 23rd March, in alluding to the discovery 
Requests Government to Tecently made that a policeman of Surat had formerly 


enquire as to how a conyics been a convict in the Ahmedabad Jail, and had sur- 


from the Ahmedabad Jail reptitiously effected his escape before the period of 
gune, to de employed in the punishment had expired, observes that it seems strange 
Loree er that he should have remained so long undiscovered. 
He may have changed his name when he enlisted in the police, but should have 
been identified from the description of him contained in the notification issued 
by the Jail Superintendent. The convict would not have dared to present 
himself for employment, unless he had known that he would be saved from 
exposure by one of his superior police officers, It would, be well, therefore, if 
Governmentwere to find out by whose recommendation he was enlisted. (A 
correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 26th March, in noticing the above 
case, observes that there are still several convicted persons of Ahmedabad in the 
Surat police.) | 
The Swatantraté (74) for the month of March 1879, in a communication 
Pe Py ae Sa he ohn Bull,” yromng 2 4 a) rizing Sir: Richard 
mm eer Eee Chas Bir. Rie emple,” observes that His Excellency has not rea- 
highees eur creas. the 4 the expectations formed of aby he was 
him as Governor of Bombay, @Ppointed Governor of this Presidency. The pane 
| bas ' geonsider that the visit which he paid to the Native 
States of Kathidwar has not in any way benefited them. It wasa flying visit, 
simply remind 
had come. His Excellency ought to have given to each of the Chiefs advice 


er to his circumstances ; but nothing is known of his having done so. His 
xcellency lost a good ni aging of endearing himself to the Chiefs and their 


ixcellency has shown signs of preserving the 


respective subjects. Again, His 
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rights of the State, but-has done nothing for the due b agebaz so of the rights : 


of the people. The inhabitants of Bombay asked for 


e use of the Town 
to hold a public meeting to protest against the imposition of the license-tax, but 


Sir Richard’s Government refused the application. His Excellency approved 


of the narrow gauge railway, and thus injured the interests ofthe public. It 
seems that Sir Richard is an uncommon personage, an able and enterprizin 
administrator, and does what he promises. He is said to be sharp and devote 
to the search of the truth. But, unfortunately, His Excellency did not think it 
right to institute a judicial enquiry into the death of persons shot in the late 
Surat riot. It ought not to have been assumed that the deaths occurred from 
fire-arms used by the people themselves. The correspondent promises to write 
more on a future occasion about His Excellency, who, he says, is a resolute 
character and is the Haroun-al-Rashid of the 19th century. 


The same alludes in incoherent and loose language to the late riot at Surat, 


Cieaian 6 bherk alivaion to the imposition of the lcense-tax in that town as - 


to the late riots at Surat, and the alleged cause of it, and to the supposed seditious 
to the alleged seditious nature nature of some writings which had appeared in 
of the articles in the gome former numbers of this periodical. The 
apetrsea usr imposition of this tax on poor people unexpectedly 
led to a disturbance. * On the Sth April the local authorities expressed contempt 
for the object which the well-behaved but ignorant people had in view. Two 
persons were shot and one of them died. The family of the latter failed to 
obtain any redress. Several persons have been transported beyond the seas. 


“This is the commencing history of the British Empire.” The Swatantratdé also 


was suspected of having been instrumental in inciting the riot, though the tone 
of its writings was moderate. But truth triumphed at last and the Swatantratd 
has again begun to discharge the sacred work it has undertaken of serving the 
best interests of the people and the State. 


Municipalities. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 23rd March, in lamenting over the frequent 


Reithette the Mininipslity of fires which occur in the town of Surat, observes that 
equests the Municipality o 7 
Suzsh. te ‘edlot seme preees- such occurrences usually happen from the negli 


tionary measures with regard euce of the sweetmeat preparers in regard to their 
to the ovens of sweetmeat ovens. ‘There are generally three or more ovens in 
preparers, in order to prevent every shop, which are situated in thickly-populated 
Ae, wequent occurrence of arts, They are built low, and the sweetmeat 

; preparers are not sufficiently careful in adopting 
measures to prevent fires. The Municipality should either insist on these 
persons working their ovens in high buildings and adopting other precautions, 
or compel them to remove their shops from the thickly-populated parts to 
quarters where there is no danger from conflagrations. Unless some such 
precautions are adopted by the Corporation, the evil of fires is not likely to 
abate. The Mitra regrets that its former complaints on this subject were not 
reerag to, and trusts that the present complaint will not meet with a similar 
ate. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the yiarn (45) of Ahmedabad of the 20th March, 
Staten thet tnd but received on the 23rd, complains that man 
firures called “Tag” — indecent mud figures, called ‘‘ lj 2 were paraded iad 
mooie + 
oudays in *atan State) during the Shimgé holidays. They were stark 
ee -gacenhh naked. Indecent words and gestures wics also freely 
‘used on the occasion. The police is censured for permitting such exhibitions, 
The same writer also states that there is a report that the patel of the village of 


Ranuj, of Taluka Pétan, apprehended two Gosdis' for a ucting a young lad, 
but released them overnight. The authorities concerned are reeled to 


enquire into the truth of this report. 
: G. W. KURKARAY, 
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a certain day in the town of Pdtan (in the Gdekwddi 
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Politics and the Public Adiministration: 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 3lst March refers to the services of 
) Mr. Nilkant Anant Joshi, the Assistant Commissioner of 
Customs, and to his approaching retirement, and sa 
a many Homage. eatacess (tom rag him 
employing his own caste-people under him. Onur 
Gdyecies 
Bramhans in general, and hence they find it difficult to 
: obtain public employment. At such a juncture, if any 
official should happen to show a predilection for Bramhans, his motives are 
sure to be misrepresented and misunderstood. Now Mr. Joshi’s principal work 
related to the Account Department, and it is well known that no persons are so 
expert as Bramhans in casting accounts. The reasons, therefore, which led him 
to select some Bramhans for this difficult and responsible work are easily 
intelligible. Besides, he did not, like others, fill his whole office with people of 
his own race. We have often heard of offices being entirely filled by cler 
one easte or race, and when such cases are plentiful, it is not fair to single out 
Mr. Joshi for blame for behaving like his neighbours. In conclusion, the Indu 
Prakésh expresses a hope that Government will be pleased to acknowledge the 
services of Mr. Péndurang Hari Waidya by appointing him as the successor of 
Mr. Joshi. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 30th March, in an article on Municipal and 
Import Duties, says that the Government of India has 
reduced the duty on English cotton 3 
is opposed to the principles of free trade; while the 
Bom y Government has refused to reduce or abolish 
similar municipal duties, although they are equally opposed to the same prin- 
ciples. ‘The reasons which have led the latter to adopt a different course are 
explained in its reply dated 18th March 1876, to the representations of the 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce on the subject. 
people of India are accustomed to indirect taxation from time immemorial, and 
that they dislike direct taxation. Government is, therefore, obliged to le 
duties, although they may be objectionable from a free trade point of view. This 

rinciple is admitte b His Grace the Duke of Argyll in a Despatch to the 

overnment of India published with the budget statement of 1877. It is there 
laid down that even in civilised England people complain of direct taxes, while 
the burden of indirect taxes is not felt at all; besides the income derived from 
this latter source forms a large portion of the public revenues. From these facts 
it is quite clear that there has been a change in the policy of the Government 
of [ndis, and that it was not right to reduce the import duty on cotton goods, 
as it was levied for the purposes of revenue on ly and not for affording protec- 
tion to the goods turned out by the Indian mills. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 31st March states that those who go from 
Western India on pilgrimages to the holy places in 
the. North-West Provinces, address in Marathi the 
covers containing letters to their relatives ; but owi 
to this language being unintelligible to the Post- 
masters in that Province, they are often miscarried. 
Cases are known where letters from Bandras directed 
to Poona did not reach the latter station for a fortnight after they were posted. 
The Dnydn Prakdsh, therefore, suggests that in the principal Post Offices in the 
North-West Provinces a clerk acquainted with the Marathi language should 
be employed. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 31st March observes that whenever the Indian 
overnment imp a new tax, it reminds its sub- 


Observes that Mr. Nilkant 
Anant Joshi, Assistant Com- 
missioner of Customs, does 
not deserve blame for em- 


loying his te-people 
awa 


Disapproves of the aboli- 
tion of the import daty on 
cotton goods. 


Recommends the employ- 
ment of clerks uain 
with Marathi in the principal 
Post Offices in the North- 
Western Provinces. 
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neglects the e altogether. ‘Under former governments an annual asses 
ment of the land tax was made with the consent of jaminddérs or h 


district officers, and remissions were granted on the ground of a partial or total - 
failure of crops from natural causes. These officers were as much the advocates | 


of the ryots as the British Parliament is of the British nation. They have been 
pensioned, and there is no body of men now to represent the interests of the 
cultivators. The English rulers are foreigners, and cannot discharge so well as 
natives the duties of assessing revenue and dispensing justice, while native officials 
such as m4mleddrs cannot perform them well ancugk. It behoves Government, 
therefore, to hold meetings of the respectable 7 of each district, and ascertain 
through them, before imposing a new tax, whether the people would be able to 
bear it without hardship. This step is also nec , because remissions and 
advances have been rarely granted since the introduction of the thirty years’ 
settlement of the land revenue. Government has appointed natives as Assessors, 
Jurors, Municipal Commissioners, and Members of the Legislative Councils; but 
their opinions do not receive due weight either on account of their inability to 
form an independent opinion, or owing to an unfortunate selection. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 19th March, but received on tht 26th, in a 
leader headed “ Mother earth give us place,” severely 
Severely censures Govern- censures the Government of India and the Secretary 
pinnae ape. the 1- of State for abolishing the import duty on piece-good 
Ai An Sea a ig oY and for thinking of passing a Factory Act for India. 
Act for India. In this long and discursive article it is observed that 
the abolition of the duty will ruin the mill industry 
in India, and several thousand workmen will be thrown out of work. Want of 
employment will increase the already existing poverty, and lead to disturbances 
in the country. Much misery prevails in India, which though alleviated to 
some extent by mill industries, is yet keenly felt. But the Secretary of 
State is aiming a blow even at this little help. This is sheer injustice to India, 
and it has been perpetrated for the sake of the merchants of Manchester, whom 
the Sudhékar severely blames for seeking with presistence the ruin of the mill 
industry of this poor country. It is no less strange that the British Parliament, 
so well renowned for its justice, has also allowed itself to sacrifice the interests 
of India to those of the English people. The inhabitants of this country have 
fallen into a sorry plight. An unusually heavy land assessment makes cultiva- 
tion unprofitable : commerce is discouraged by the Secretary of State: corn and 
salt are made dear by eonet taxation : prohibition exists against the cutting 
of wood from the forgsts: and people are not allowed even to gather wild fruits. 
Though cotton is produced here hindrances are thrown in the way of manu- 
facturing it into cloth. These things make it more difficult every day to obtain 
employment. Government only cares for its revenue and not for the lives of its 
subjects whom it leaves to their fate. There is, however, no help for it. The 
Secretary of State and the Government of India should just think of the evil 
consequences of the abolition of the duty and of the enactment of a Factory Act. 
The Sudhdkur then prays the authorities to show mercy on the people and 
repeal these measures. It also exhorts the native princes to establish cotton 
mills in their territories, and the people to use native fabrics. The Sudhdkar 
also. moralizes on the rise and fall of kingdoms, and prays Governmen® not to 
inflict knowingly any injury on its subjects. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 30th March, in an article on Volunteers, says 
that a rumour prevails among the Europeans in Sind 

Seems to apuerts of the that Government intend to legalize the formation of 
formation of  Kuropean Volunteer Corps all over India. The object of this 


Volunteer C all : ° 
India. i rv measure is to make e European in the country 


| a soldier by forcing him to enlist in the nearest 
Volunteer Corps. This step ne to gladden the hearts of all Englishmen. 
uropeans in the country, exclusive of the army, | 


There are about sixty thousand 
and when they all become soldiers the hold of England on India will be ‘com- 
plete. Although there are sixty thousand Englis 
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India will be secure only when this army is disbanded. If this step is deter- 
mined on, the result will be that one hundred thousand men with their families 


will be thrown out of employment. This measure will hurt the feelings of 
natives, but it ought not really to have that effect. These persons will be 


available for various kinds of industries, and thus they will help to increase the 
productive resources of the country. We shall at present leave out of considera- 
tion the fact that the trade of India is in the hands of foreigners, and that 
thousands of natives have to subsist on half rations. Upon the whole the 
turning adrift of so many human beings on the world must be admitted to be 
beneficial to the country, and it is perhaps with a similar object that it is 
determined to abolish the armies of Native States. This is one view of the 

uestion, but there is also another equally gratifying... Although natives are 

evoted to the British Government and wish for its continuance, yet Govern-. 
ment is not satisfied as to their loyalty. This doubt will be entirely removed 
when the native army is disbanded, and when there is not a man in the country 
capable of bearing arms. 


The same in an article on Arbitration Courts says that Mr. Wedderburn, the 
District Judge of Ahmednagar, is our well-wisher, but 

. Seer Pred _- aa momey of ee oe condition . mpc 
, : ifferent from that of other Europeans. Some autho- 
en re eee rities consider that the wealth of the country will be 
increased by constructing railways, canals, and other public works, although 
they may be failures from a financial point of view. Some imagine that no 


improvement will take place in the country until the caste system is rooted out - 


and the religion ‘of the people is changed. Some again’ believe that English 
education is the only thing which will ameliorate the condition of the masses. 
Some attribute the poverty of the people to the influence of the sowkdrs, and 
consider that a law répeliting the rate of interest between them and their 
debtors is much needed. Mr. Wedderburn holds different views. He is of 
opinion that although a permanent settlement of the land revenue will have a 
beneficial effect, yet an endeavour should be made in the first instance to 
dissuade the people from resorting to the regularly established judicial tribunals 
of the country. The present mode of administering justice is too expensive, and 
has been the chief cause of ruin to the agricultural classes, Every effort should, 
therefore, be made to encourage the masses to have recourse to arbitration. The 
Arunodaya approves of Mr. Weaderburn’s opinion, and advises the people to 
return to the old system of settling their disputes by means of Punchayets, and 
observes that pensioned servants of Government cannot pass their lives in a 
nobler manner than in devoting their time to this meritorious work. Some 
legal practitioners consider that this policy is not desirable; but they are 
interested parties and their opinion ought not to receive much weight. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 28th March, but received on the 30th, alludes to 
ee < the action taken by the Bengal Government against 
Pre opps Po tong a the Soma Prakdsh newspaper of Calcutta, and observes 
mistake which has been made that the language of the letter was certainly indiscreet 
by the Soma Prakdsh of and calculated to bring the Government into contempt. 
arog, J ® communication There was, however, no point in it, and the writer 
against Government. seemed to be entirely bereft of thought. It is 
astonishing that such a communication should have been published. It would 
have been much to the credit of our rulers if they had shown calmness on this 
occasion and had not put the law in force. The composition was undoubted 
objectionable; but its very tone made it contemptible, and hence there was no 
necessity for the adoption of repressive measures. In conclusion, the Shiwdjt 


advises all political associations and editors of a to petition Govern- 
a 


ment against the stringent provisions of the Vernac 


r Press Act, and adds that 


newspapers should be particularly careful to steer clear of the difficulty into 


which the Soma Prakdsh has unwittingly fallen. 


The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad, of the 27th March, but received on the 


30th, states that on account of the hot season, the 
Complains that Mr. Best Classes in the two Training Colleges, the High 
‘eaches the first class of the and the Mission School o 


that city, are held in the 


A 
- 


+ 4 ~ 
- ~ . i ‘ 
a os al un “ . : : 
; ad «Ts 7 aes 44 rs he a a : 
4 * Pv be es : i ah “ Mid re a vill 
pte ae Se Ss See a at, Mh Py. 3 oe oo 


¢ 
> 
-_ 


85 is GIIS2 ait 
: tw morn buss renwod 4j oh BSD SO 283 a oe 
egailost a Purd Tie esdzeeo 


ia ent 
ine anomiog senlT tools judd oved 
‘on GATT ek Be | ph Ree © 3 pts 
@ feb 
aGii3 


“7 
wey 
; 
- 


oii -% 


. 


a 


‘out do dus 
dee ieili-s edi ah cage ‘atts ie 4 OWS 4a4ad 


(ydi9 teed To io 


” 


LOG Ee 


* . 


pis ste @ rch 


‘ ® 
é = P 
7 . * . as 
: ' ‘ CON 
. , . Z 
\, a ie 4 ¥ r+ _ 
“ ‘ 
4 LJ Lis ¥ fF - %* re. “ ' m . ; s 
gh the Ya ¥ : ee q ht . 
: x ) ants Ul 4 - ‘yg _ : 
4 * is 4% ae 
Pav a . : ve a iy ae : 


High Schoolin. morning, But it is: stated that Mr. Best teachesthe ~ - ~~ 


the evening, while the other - first class of the High Schdol in the eveni 


scant hd meeting Woy. a 
classes attend in the morning: 4445 he do so? Does he feel the heat in the morn- Sa 
ing? Is his only connection with the school, with its first class? But who oa 
can ask him these questions? | ? q 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 30th March gives .the translation of the a * 
communication which appeared in the Soma Prakash ie 
Observes that the Soma newspaper of the 24th February last, and observes ee 


Prakdsh bas knowingly in- ‘ 
is ot ie. are. A ey ala, tat though the Vernacular Press Act has brought 


Pres Act, and seems bent the native press tmder control, some members of it : 
upon committing suicide. do not seem to care. Some use conciliatory language Co 
towards Government ; others the reverse. The Soma o 
Prakdsh, as if determined to commit suicide, has written « violent article in its at 
issue of 24th February. Without speaking in this place about the propriety or fe 
impropriety of that article, it is enough to say that, though that paper is ably 
conducted and esses a large circulation, yet it appears to be tired of the 
Press Act, and has knowingly infringed the law. It seems desirous of discon- 
tinuing its publication through the agency of Government, instead of taking 
that step voluntarily. | 
The same complains that in one of its issues of the current year, it reported . 
; a case of piracy on the river Tapti in Gujarat, but it a 
Reports acaseofattempted appears that no measures have n adopted to pre- ee 


piracy in the port of Navsari, vent similar occurrences in future. The Mitra reports 
and requests Government to 


adopt measures to prevent ® recent case of attempted robbery of goods ona 

similar occurrences in future. vessel in the port of Navsdri. A country vessel was sagt 
bringing paddy from Bombay to Surat. Whileshe — ae 

was entering the port of Navsdri last week, about twenty Khdrwds made an i 

attempt to scale her and get aboard. Her seamen, however, repulsed the attack, 

in doing which, some received severe injuries from the stones thrown by the 

assailants. She then entered the port of Bilimora, and reported the affair to the 6. 

Customs Officer there, who ordered an Inspector of vessels to take her safely to 

Surat where she arrived last Thursday. There is only one Inspector, and if he 


goes on duty to Broach, Bulsar, or other ports, apprehension is felt lest these " 
aring robbers should attack and plunder boats in his absence. It would be 3 
well, therefore, were Government to station a boat with armed men ineach port a 


for the protection of trade until the rains begin. (A correspondent of the Jédme 
Jamsed (48) of the 3rd April makes similar statements and suggestions.) 


The same is glad that the British Indian Association of Calcutta has called a 
| ' a public meeting to express the popular opinion on ee 
‘Is glad that the complaint the recent abolition of the import wen on cotton a 
— the abolition of the foods. It hopes that this meeting will express in me 
y on cotton goods is to be : . as 
cairian to Paalizunis respectful terms the disapproval of the reply given by “a 
) His Excellency the Viceroy to the deputation from ee 
the Association on this subject. It would be well if the people of Bombay were ae: 
to call a similar meeting to support the views of the people of Calcutta. It is ee 
said that several Members of the Viceroy’s Council differed from His Excellency, ee 
but without avail, on the subject of the abolition of the duty in question. If in 
such important matters the opinion of the Members of Council is to be di - 
ed and that of His Excellency alone to prevail, what is the use of the Council ? ee 
The abolition of the duty brings to our mind several other grievances, which ee 


the pees of India should bring before Parliament, and at the same time they a 


should ask for a remodelling of the constitution of the Executive Council. 


The same thinks that the import duty on cotton goods ought not to have  ss—i(asiés 


pe seh EN been abolished, and advises the people to submit a si(‘ititi‘(té‘ 
ee to ap- protest to the Home Government in i *\ ee 
peal to the Home. Govern. against this step oe. 


ment against the abolition of ugh the budget for the current year promises that) 
the import duty on cotton 20 new tax shall be levied, it does not appear that the a 
gran _ gondition of the finances will improve, unlessanew = =, 
ie impost is levied next year. The very fact that in the’ 
_ Current year a loan of five krores of rupees is to be raised, proves thatthe finan- § = © 
‘Gial position is bad ; and the local Government ought not have been inducedto  =—«,_—™ 
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abolish the import duty. In the first place, the ey cong 


Government to enquire into the propriety of abolishing impost was not 
properly constituted. ‘The Honourable Mr. Hope and Mr. Maclean, the Collector 
of Customs at Calcutta, formed the Commission. The former gentleman held 
preconceived opinions on the subject, which were given to the world on the 
passing of the Tariff Act. It was inadvisable, therefore, to have appointed him. 
It would have been well had Government nominated a European merchant and 
a native merchant to sit on the Commission. in, the Commission did not 
take sufficient time to consider the matter. It was appointed on 7th February, 
and submitted its report on the 28th idem. It did not wait for a reply from 
the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, the Bombay Government, and the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, to which it had made references on some important points. It 
was improper to make such haste without due cause. The Commission ought 
also to have obtained the opinion of some of the native mercantile firms. As 
the Mitra has before this shown the loss which would be inflicted upon India, 
and the benefit which Manchester would derive from the abolition of the duty,. 
and that the duty did not militate against free trade principles, it is not neces- 
sary to notice the reasons given by the Commission for its abolition. In the 
budget, however, Government gives, among others, a political reason for the 
step as the most important. It says that Parliament has ordered the abolition 
of the duty when the state of the finances may admit of it. But the loan of five 
krores to meet the expenditure of the Afghan war and the loss from exchange 
show that the exchequer is im any but a satisfactory condition. It is true that 
the revenue is increasing every year; but the expenditure is also increasing. 
Though Government has this year avoided the difficulty by raising a loan, yet 
next year it must im a new tax to make the two ends meet. Thus the 
abolition of the duty is a step taken against the orders of Parliament. Hence 
it is meet for the people of this country to submit to the authorities at Home a 
protest against the measure. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 3rd April, writing 
from Broach, states that for some time past small 

_ eee anes come i), ountry-boats bound for that port have been plundered 
port of Sarat, and requests While in the port of Surat. ese era are mostly 
the authorities concerned to residents of the villages of Umrat, Ddnti, Dumas and 
adopt strong measures to Bhimpur, which are situated in the districts of Surat 
ee of this des- ond Navsdéri. They generally attack and plunder 
inhi small country-boats coming from Kathidéwdr and 
Déhdénu. Most of the robberies hitherto committed have been of rice and négli 
corn. For several days past the boats arriving daily have complained of this 
to the Customs authorities ; but strange to say, rigorous repressive measures do 
not appear to have been adopted. The Pdrsi and other merchants of Broach 
pars en much alarmed by these occurrences, and have made a representation 
o the Superintendent of the Police. The writer hopes that effective measures 


will be at once adopted to put down the evil. 


In alluding to the enforcement of the Vernacular Press Act in the case of 

- the Soma Prakdsh of Calcutta, the Jame Jamsed (48) 

Approves of the punish- of the 29th March, but received on the 31st, observes 
yt inflicted upon the Soma that considering the offence committed, the peninh- 
y that 


P d i a e o > - 
‘efringed NE base ment is mild. The communication published 
has furnished 


Press Act. ‘paper in its issue of the 24th February 
| good cause to the authorities in Bengal to put the Act 
in force. Every line of that letter is full of sedition and likely to create disaffec. 


tion against Government. Every 


condemn the writer, and show that, though ‘the native press is sorry for the 
existence of the new Press Act, yet it will not silently pass over seditious and 


disloyal writings against the benevolent 


tion in question is so virulent that had Government at once suppressed the 
newspaper, no thoughtful and loyal writer would have found fault. (The Loka 
Mitra (54) of the 80th March, and the Surya Prakdsh (44) of the 5th April, 
xpress somewhat similar sentiments). ee : ped 


appointed by 


ble and loyal newspaper ought to. 


English Government. The communica- 
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The same observes that the duty imposed on Khajuri and Td trees has 
created great dissatisfaction among the poorer classes 
Requests Government to in the town of Surat. These people support them- 
per ees ia hea ao ge several days on Bhd ai eV fs kind — 
poorer of fried preparation of gram-flour). on toddy, in 
7 estan the shaiate of veailes food. Since the im sition of 
a heavy duty on country spirits the poor have taken to toddy which they procure 
cheap. The writer hopes that Government will make this beverage of the poor 
free of duty as it was before. | 


The Akhbdre Sowdagdr (49) of the 3rd April observes that the Police of 
ombay are not now so efficient as some years ago. 
Gives instances of the ‘hey could not apprehend even one-fourth of the 
= nt or eaggyae of cn number of persons who had taken part in the riot 
cruineat ts ties tejediai Which occurred in 1874. In the Tower of Silence case, 
measures. however, they apprehended and handcuffed every 
Pérsi they could find. Both these acts were dis- 
approved of by the public at the time. They have also failed in apprehending 
the bankrupt Nursey Kessowji. The latest instance of inefficiency is, that on 
the evening of Sunday last some Pardeshis attacked Mr. Mathurddds Lavijji, a 
well-known Hindu gentleman of Bombay. The assault was made at a short 
distance from a police station in a populous and well-lighted high road. The 
badmashes ran away with their habe, and have not yet been apprehended. 
Government ought to discover the causes of this inefficiency. 


The Rdst Goftér (50) of the 30th March alludes to the recent resolution 
passed by the Manchester Chamber of Commerce for 
Points out the injustice of the total abolition of the duty on cotton goods im- 
the demand of the merchants ported into India, and observes that this demand has 
of Manchester for abolishing ee . . 
the import duty on cotton OFiginated entirely in selfishness. Only coarse cotton 
goods. cloth is produced in this country, and hence the plea 
of protection is advanced for the abolition of the 
import duty levied on similar kinds of cloth imported from England; and thus 
a loss of twenty lacs of rupees has been incurred. Not satisfied with this, the 
merchants of Manchester ask for the total repeal of the import duty on finer 
— from which they annually earn a profit of 18 krores. They consider this 
uty as a burden, and contend that they would sell their cloth cheaper, if it 
was abolished. But the finer kinds of cloth are used by the rieh people here, 
on whom alone falls the burden of the import duty. Hence the demand of the 
Manchestrians to repeal the duty is an act of selfishness. It is, however, gratify- 
ing to find that both Calcutta and Bombay are organising movements for 
preferring petitions to the Home authorities against the repeal of this duty.. 
(The Loka Mitra (54) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The same, in another leader headed, ‘A Confession of Poverty,” alludes 
to the permission asked by the Under Secretary of 
0 toe th the new loan State for India to raise in England a loan of ten 
sign. of Mk. wai apy fet millions sterling, and asks why it is wanted? With 
for which the Indian autho. *heloan without interest, of two millions oe which 
rities are responsible, India is to receive from England, a debt of twelve 
ae, millions will have been incurred in a single year, while 
India is found unable to raise any loan in the country itself. Again, the whole of 
the transfer loan of last year was not tuken up in India. This is a fact which 
proves her rey and straitened circumstances. It is, therefore, a mistake on 
the part of Government to contract 80 large a debt in England. It ought to be 
remembered that the debt incurred in England will have to be paid in gold by 
8 country which has a silver currency ; and consequently the latter will have 
suffer a great loss in paying off both capital and interest in gold. Again, the 
oan 18 not to be raised for meeting the annual remittance of 15 millions sterling 
to England, but for meeting the current expenditure in India. Thus the 
cote ee ge by to saline and pa pre four aap sg base - 
UMAR O xchange . lhe new is a sign of the pove Indi which 
the Indian authorities are responsible. es — ” ne 
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Tho ‘same admits the justice of the action taken by the Government 
| of Calcutta. 


; npg the Soma Prakdsh newspaper 

Approves of the punish. Kvery thoughtful reader of the communication, which 
mane Ages ot wed gh appeared in that journal, must confess that the Act has 
infringed the new Vernacular been properly enforced. However, the objectionable 
Press Act. writing is not so seditious nor so likely to raise disaffec- 
tion against the English rule as the Government 
supposes. Not a single native "one has been yet able, nor is it likely to be soon 
able, to possess such a hold on the public mind. The native press is not esteemed 
among natives, and they attach far less weight to its opinions than Englishmen do. 
Hence it does not produce so much effect on natives as Government. attributes. 
There can, however, be no doubt that the communication in question is calculat- 
ed to create disaffection against the British rule, and a contempt for English- 
men. (The Yajdén Parast (52) of the same date expresses somewhat similar 

sentiments. | 


The Yajddén Parast (52) of the 30th March laments over the financial 
| condition of India. Famine and war have brought 
her to the verge of ruin. She cannot raise any loans 
in the country itself, and has been obliged to ask 
England for ten krores of rupees. This new debt is to be paid off when the rate 
of exchange improves. It is to be incurred to prevent a fall in exchange, but 
cannot benefit India permanently. It will do more benefit to Germany than 
to this country. The price of silver in Germany will rise, while it cannot be 
said what effect this rise will produce on exchange. In India the price of silver 


Laments over the financial 
condition of India. 


which is now 50 pence per ounce, will rise to 51 pence. The new loan will 


have to be paid off in gold; and hence it cannot be said what benefit will be 
derived from it. What guarantee is there that the rate of exchange which will 
rise for a short time by the expedient of the loan, will not fall hereafter with 
double force? Though this is the case, the kind British Government deserves 
great praise for making attempts to bridge over the difficulty. 


The same observes that it is easy for Russia to take possession of Merv ; 
and if she does so at this time when the British Gov- 
Requests the British Gov- ernment is engaged in wars with the Zulus and the 
ernment to order the nativa Afshans, and has sent troops to Burma, England will 
pritices of India to increase and it difficult to send a sufficient number of disciplined 
and discipline their armies, f | : 
that the same may be of forces to check the Russian progress southwards. It 
service in checking the 18 true that Russia shows a desire that England should 
Russianadvanceon Merv. § take possession of Herat ; but it is not discreet to allow 
her to take Merv. If the Russians are once at the 
last-named place, they will not scruple, in their greed for Herat, to commence 
hostilities with the English. It will be better, therefore, that England should 
adopt measures to prevent Russia from taking Merv, and that a large army 
should be raised without any cost to operate against the Russians. Parliament 
should issue immediate orders to the native princes of India to increase their 
armies to a certain limit, and to discipline them. These Chiefs have proved 
their loyalty to the paramount power, and will not, therefore, fail to render 
help to their suzerain in time of need. 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 30th March is glad to find that a movement 
has been going on in different quarters for some time 


Ps: re . eee jv Honour- past to do honor to the Honourable Mr. Gibbs on his 
hee Perot pag Bi Ma approaching departure to his native country. This 


different quarters on hisap- §@ntleman’s distinguished official career and courteous 
proaching retirement. - manners have earned for him much popularity. 

aes Whatever opinion may be entertained of him’ by 
Europeans, he is certainly highly thought of by natives, and has secured their 
attachment. They have subscribed largely to the memorial which is to preserve 


his memory, and they will regret his retirement from the Bombay Civil Service. 


The same observes that Sir Richard Temple’s Government will be heartily 
 biggsed by the suffering ryots of Kathidawdr for ap- 
Is glad that Government POmting Mr. Ozanne to visit every part of that 


_ has ordered an enquiry into province, and to report upon the distress prevailing 
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adopted measures for the relief of the distressed, but 
re was great need, therefore, to make full enquiries 
concerning the extent of the ing, and to adopt effective measures, Sir 
Richard’s Government deserves credit for ordering the enquiry ; and it is hoped 
that no delay will be made, on its corapletion, to take the necessary measures. 


The Samsher Bahddur (56) of the 26th March, but received on the 30th, 
sian aa ints 1 ee eee ee Collector of ey 
© repairs Tn: {or providing comfort and convenience to the agricul- 

Ee yaad Yaad tural classes from the local funds of the district, and 
: thanks him for erecting school-buildings, and 
constructing wells, tanks and rest-houses for travellers. There are, however, 
some roads which have not been repaired for years, and which cause inconve- 
nience to travellers and animals frequenting them. 
the Mamledars of the different taélukas of this Collectorate will be instructed to 


carry out needful repairs. | 


The Kaira Wartaman (58) of the 26th March, but received on the 30th, 
has heard that the bridge over the river on the road 


Observes that the cost of to Matar has fallen, and that cartmen who were carry- 


pays goog hig vcug = fd ing sand for building the dispensary at Sojitar, and 


ak te Gatwk ts extaa -wa0 —_ ned to take their carts over it, are made 
cartmen. responsible for the cost of repairs. 

considers it unjust to charge these cartmen, as they 
were not prohibited from using the bridge, and as other carts were also allowed 
to pass over it. It is hoped that this injustice will not be committed. 


Municipalities. 


of the Town Council of Bom not to cover the tank 
Advises the construction of }yi]t at Malabdér Hill. Though there is no fear of the 
a roof over the Toolsee water , . : 

tank at Malabér Hill. water being spoilt from the birds which usually hover 
about the Parsi Tower of Silence, yet the ground 
about the reservoir is unoccupied, and is inhabited by foxes, dogs, cats, rats and 
other vermin, which will go to the open tank and pollute the water. These 
animals will climb the wall round the tank for the purpose of drinking, and may 
sometimes be accidentally drowned. This will make the water impure and 
give cause to Parsis, Mahomedans and Hindus to take a religious objection to 
its use. A roof vught, therefore, to be constructed. If it be expensive to build 

a brick and mortar roof, it will not be a bad plan to construct one of iron. 


The Samsher Béhddur (56) of the 26th March, but received on the 30th, 

prays Government to grant a municipal franchise to 

ase for the concession of the city of Ahmedabad. It says that proper selection 
1uNnici franchise to . : . ase" 

the city of Ahmedabad. is not made in the appointment of the Municipal Com- 

f , missioners ; that some of them are illiterate, and others 

servile to the official members of the pang agen nad: and that some who are com- 

petent to perform their duties are in the minority, and consequently think it 

discreet to maintain silence rather than meet with certain defeat in advocating 


The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 18th April er of the resolution 
y 


measures for the welfare of their constituents. The European members are 


ignorant of the wants of the people in consequence of their not freely mixing 
with them. They are generally surrounded by persons who flatter them in 
order to serve their own private ends, and hence the real interests of the rate- 
payers are neglected. The only remedy for this state of things according to 
the Samsher is the concession of the municipal francise, which it prays Govern- 
ment to grant. | 


The Dandio (69) of the 30th March, in its usual witty and humorous style; 
Asks the Municipality of Cemsures the Municipality of Bulsar for not lighting S 
Bulsér to light its a fF the high roads of that town, and asks it todoso with- | © 
a out delay. If the Corporation has not sufficient 
SNP 5-4 [cow 55) oe i. ° 
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The Kdside Mumbai (63) of the 28th March, but received on the 30th, 
| complains that no notifications or advertisements are 
Complains that notifications issued of the contracts to be given away or auction 
= sc pgp or emg ab _ sales to be held in the i State. It also 
ction Observes that in consequence of this policy, the. State 
i State. suffers a loss. The Kdsid hopes that notifica- 

_ tions and advertisements will be issued in future. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
9th April 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 7th April adverts to the recent meeting of the 
.. British Indian Association held in Calcutta to protest 
Disapproves of the action 4 oainst the reduction of the import duty on cotton 
of the Government in : 5 3 
the case of the Soma Prakésh goods, and against throwing the cost of the Afghan 
newspaper of Calcutta, and war on India, and observes that since the passing of 
advises the Sabhas in this the Vernacular Press Act, the vernacular newspapers 
Presidency to suppor... have lost their freedom, and that there is nothing left 
representations of the British f ? 4 
Indian Association on the for them except to sing the praises of Government. 
subject of freedom of speech, A short time ago the Soma Prakdsh of Calcutta 
and of petitioning Govern- nyblished a communication which contained some 
— statements unpalatable to Government. Upon this the 
roprietor was at once called upon to deposit a thousand rupees as a securit 
for his future good behaviour. e, however, did not choose to submit, and 
preferred to terminate the existence of his paper. From this treatment it 


would seem that Government does not wish its subjects to criticise its conduct, 


or to offer suggestions which are repugnant to its policy. We are deeply 
grieved at the attitude which our rulers have assumed towards their subjects, 
although they have been repeatedly told to come forward and explain their 
grievances. ‘The system of administration is now so changed that submission 
to the powers that be is the only safe course. Here the writer approves of the 
resolutions passed at the meeting of the Association in question, and remarks 


that all the people should unite in preserving intact the right of freedom of | 


speech and of sending petitions to Government, and for this purpose advises the 


Sabhas in Bombay, Poona and other places, to support the representations of the 
Calcutta Association. 


The same gives the substance of the changes proposed in the University 


curriculum, and says that the decline in the number 
Disapproves of the new of those who present themselves for examinations in 
changes in the University Arts is attributable to the fact that passed candidates 
curriculum, and says that h 1; . . 
Government: does not afford Dave little or no future prospects. This state of things 
sufficient encunragement to even attracted the notice of our Government, which 
passed candidates. appointed a committee to report on the subject. 
After much deliberation it was determined to reserve 
posts of Rs. 30 or 35 under Mémledérs for University men. Now, this salary is 
not enough to pay the interest of the sum which is required for a University 
education, and, therefore, people do not care to send their sons to colleges. 
Besides, if a candidate possessing only a slight acquaintance with the English 
language were to apply for an appointment, a Collector of a District has no 
hesitation in conferring a post of Rs. 50 or 60 on him, but if he happen to be 
a University man he is immediately referred to the Resolution of Government 
respecting graduates, and his value is limited to Rs. 35 per mensem. Here the 
writer says that a sufficient interval should be allowed to elapse between two 
consecutive examinations in order to enable the candidate to recover from the 
agitation of mind necessarily caused, and that it is a mistaken policy to multipl 


examinations. The alterations proposed err in both directions, and they will . 


in no way benefit the cause of education. 2 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Poona, refers to the disturbances 
nests Government to Prevailing over the country, and observes that if they 
take immediate measures to Continue much longer, many villages will become 


suppress the disturbances desolate. ‘The robbers are not content with taking 
prevailing in the Collector- 


away goods and valuables, but ill-treat the inhabitants 
Let ee ane tang” 3 every possible way. ‘On the 29th of March, a gang 


. Sg attacked the house of one Datar, a native of Kelwade of the Purandhar 


uka, and maltreated the inmates in a most merciless manner.. This vi 


is ys & mile from the main road between Poona and Sétéra, and there are 


police stations in its neighbourhood. Reports have also been received of 
robberies having been committed last week at Chandkhed and Chalpoud. The 
where ina dreadful state of anxiety for the security of 


inhabitants are every 


their lives and property. They have been. already reduced to the verge of 


sn 
= 


destitutic high prices and famine, and this new evil has completed their 
ruin. The disturbances will not cease unless strong repressive measures are 
adopted, and the co dent trusts that Government will take immediate 
action for the protection of its subjects. Owing to the gagging of the verna- 
cular press, much information with respect to robberies an ities, which 
would otherwise have found its way into the newspapers, is withheld, and this 
is done in order to avoid the consequences of the law. 


Another correspondent of the same writing from Ahmedn states that 
much disorder prevails in the High School at that 


Requests Balhae goa Edu- station, and that the Sanskrit and Persian teachers are 
tional authorities to make ° 
pore tak le atthe of the often annoyed by being asked to report whether the 


Ahmednagar High School.  8Chool had been properly swept. Four ab ago the 

peon was very nearly being dismissed for having 
appeared without his coat during school-hours, but fortunately he escaped with 
a fine only. The Indu Prakdésh hopes that the higher Educational authorities 
will be good enough to make enquiries into the truth of these allegations. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 7th April, writing from 

so Indépur, says that all the able-bodied labourers have 
a agree of left this téluka in search of employment elsewhere, 
Téleka. p™ and that those who have remained behind are weak 
and unable to work for a whole day. They should, 

therefore, be made to work according to their ability when sdideved, on the 
public works, which have been recently commenced, and the wages should be 


sufficient to enable them to subsist tolerably. If this course is not followed, . 


their condition must be one of extreme misery. The collection of the land 
revenue is being carried on with the utmost vigour, but the amount realised has 
been very small. Some cultivators refused to allow their property to be sold 


for the payment of the land tax, but they were ultimately punished either. 


by fine or imprisonment for their contumacy, Most of the inhabitants have 
abandoned their homes, and twelve villages have been entirely deserted. The 
sick and the maimed are dying of hunger, and it is strange that their condition 
does not d@ttract the attention of Government. The Rd4moshis are committing 
ravages in the most merciless manner. A few days ago a band of twenty armed 
men attacked the house of one Atar in Temburni, and property to the extent of 


Ks, 400 was stolen. It is stated that the Police Superintendent was in the town 
when this occurred. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 6th April refers to the enormous debt of India 
ea’ and says that from the statements made in Parliament, 

in on the it appears that a loan of ten millions sterling is to be, 
ee raised in England, ostensibly to meet the expenses 
of the Afghan war and the charges incidental to exchange, The Government 
seems to think that exchange will soon rise in favor of India, and that there will 
then be no difficulty in rerpaying the loan in question. It is clear, therefore, 
that the condition of the Indian finances is not satisfactory at present; but in 
the budget statement a different representation is given, and it is stated that 
. the reduction of the seaport duties on cotton goods has been resolved upon in 
consequence of the flourishing state of the Indian balance-sheet. In contracting 
fresh debt Government admits the straitened condition of the Indian finances, 
and yet in the same breath it attempts to appease the merchants of Manchester 
by making concessions to them on the question of the import duties by abandoning 
& portion of the public revenues. The Arunodaya fails to reconcile these two 
inconsistent statements. Again, there is no justification for raising a loan to 
meet the cost of the Afghan war ; for the expenditure of this war is estimated at 
two millions sterling only, to meet which the proceeds of the license-tax have 
been already appropriated ; although the tax in question was originally levied 
with a view to meet the expenses of the constantly recurring famines. The 
writer aoiens in this strain, and expresses a hope that Government will do 
that which is for the best interests of the country. 


The same alludes to the speech of the Duke of Buckingham in the 


, 


jngham for respecting the said to have stated that Government fully intended to 
2Nne12—4 [con 87] | 
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rights of villagers with respect existing rights, and had no idea of depriving 


‘6 ers of the privileges which they have hitherto 
enjoyed. The Arunodaya praises the Duke for making this statement, and 
says that the inhabitants of the Madras Presidency will have every reason to be 
thankful to their Government, if the above policy is carried out in a liberal 
spirit. . 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Umbargaon, says that a theft 

silinivuceiis ihostome. Tm committed in the house of —— hik4ji Belsare, 

noe of i aaiien. the head kfrktin of that taluka, and property to the 

extent of Rs. 138 was stolen. The thieves also 

took away the keys of the boxes belonging to the Government treasury. Such 

occurrences are not uncommon in this town, and it. is very strange that the 
police is unable to trace the thieves. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 28th March, in commenting upon the reply 


: of His Excellency the Viceroy to the deputation from 
ier Praca as yyeon the British Indian Association on the subject of the 
epee only. @bolition of the import duty, on cotton goods, and the 
expenditure of the “—s war, repeats most of the 

arguments which have been frequently reported, and remarks that it is ver 
proper on Lord Lytton’s part to yield to the wishes of the English Cabinet. it 
must, however, be remembered that the latter has determined to shift the burden 
of the cost of the Afghan war from the English people in order to seek popularity 
with them, and with the object also of retaining power. But it was clearly 
Lord Lytton’s duty to look after the interests of the millions of India committed 
to his charge. e did not, however, realise his awful responsibility in this 
respect. Again, when the license-tax was imposed, a distinct pledge was given 
that its proceeds would not be applied to any other purpose than the one for 
which it was originally levied; but this promise was immediately broken by 
His Excellency himself, Under these circumstances we fail to see how people 
can place any reliance on the declarations of Government. ‘There is no country 
in the world so unfortunate as India, which fails to obtain redress for its wrongs 

even from so just and law-abiding people as the English. 


The same of the 4th April, in a communicated article on the Condition of 
the People, says that when the English subjugated the 
dominions of the Peishwas, every one rejoiced, because 
the change brought about peace where formerly law- 
lessness prevailed. Wnder the last Bajeerow the revenues were farmed out to 
the highest bidders who used to ill-treat the inhabitants as they pleased. The 
Pindharees were creating disturbances over the country, and robberies were 
frequently committed during day-light. The advent of the English, therefore, 
gave great relief to the people. But it is quite clear that the feelings of the 
present generation of natives are very different. The English merchants are 
ying in every possible way to ruin the various industries of India. As an 
illustration in point the writer mentions the attempts of the merchants of 
Manchester to get the import duty on cotton goods abolished, and to curtail the 
working hours in Indian mills. The trade of the country is in the hands of 


Makes observations on the 
British, administration. 


foreigners, and even agriculture has become unprofitable owing to the exorbitant 


nature of the land tax. Whatever remains after the payment of the assessment 
has to be given to satisfy the demands of the sowkdérs. The masses have, 
therefore, become poor, and for want of employment they have taken to thieving. 
If this state of things continues for any length of time, the whole population 
will be reduced to one low level. In conclusion the writer complains of the 


salt tax, and says that although the people are hard working, they find it 
difficult to earn their livelihood. | 


A correspondent of the K: alpataru (16) of the 6th April, but received on the — 


iguanas uss , writing from Temburni in the Collectorate of 
various robberies, Sholépur, says that on the night of the 30th March 
comings of the police. a gang of armed robbers attacked the house of one 

Mithubhai Atar of that village, and beat both him and 


_ tis wife until they were nearly dead. Several others were seriously hurt by 


the Police Superintendent and of the Chief Constable was at ‘Temburni whon 


this occurrence took place. They, however, arrived on the after the robbers 
and seized ot Bairagis and Gondhli 
© ho 


had decamped, . An attack is 

reported to have been made on use of one Kavde in the village of Allegaon, 

and much injury was done to the inmates. Robberies were committed at 

Dagad-Akola and Kandur within the last ten days. These occurrences are very 

common, and the police is utterly unable to apprehend these disturbers of the 
public peace. : 

The Satya Sadan (18) of the Ist April, but received on the 9th, alludes to 

. a as, the sonangge gH gnu ger or Th a -_ 

suggests t the Rémoshis and o e 

and otter wil oo may be should be enlisted in the army, and informed of the 

: willingness of Government to enrol them. Asa proof 

of the sincerity of Government, the Satya Sadan recommends that some of the 


leaders may be employed at once in this way. This step will benofit the 


country in a variety of ways. In the first place quiet will be restored in the 
disturbed districts, and the inhabitants will enjoy peace which they need very 
much in these hard times. The Government will also be a great gainer. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the a pe agg on - 7th, refers to the 
| revailing disorders, and says that the Poona treasury 
Pi an RO ay ce ts now being guarded by European troops instead of 


in different parts of the by native troops, as was formerly the case. This 
Deccan in order to restore he 


bate | has given rise to many absurd and foolish rumours. 
It is, however, a serious cause for anxiety that the police is unable to put down 
these disturbers of peace. The occurrence at Barsi which was so much paraded 
before the public, hardly deserves the praise bestowed on it. Here the writer 
says that whatever nfay be the reasons which have prevented the police from 
coping with this evil successfully, it is quite clear that they are not equal to it, 
and that Government should not rely upon them. If the present state of things 
is allowed to continue, no one can predict to what lengths the Ramoshis ma 

proceed. Sowkérs will abandon their villages and take shelter in towns. This 
will deprive the cultivating classes of the only source from which they can 
expect any assistance. It, therefore, behoves Government to post small parties 
of troops in different parts of the Deccan, and to commence public works in 
order to afford the means of subsistence to the disaffected people. The reduction 
of the land assessment is also suggested, and the extreme rigour of the forest 


laws should be so abated as to make ‘them as little injurious to the people as 
possible, 


The A'rya Warta (32) of the 5th April, but received on the 7th, alludes to 

the action taken by the Government of Bengal against 

eo cir gas ol *. o the a Bag ef Coles = d ~— = bop — 
Pruké - pondent who said that the English intended to make 
a re & Cel pete of the Afghans, had no arial for making such 
| an accusation ; but at the same time it can hardly be 
contended that the statement was disloyal. The tone of the communication 
was calculated to strike terror into the people, who will think that their only 
safety lies in acting according to the wishes of the British Government. This 
view, however, did not enter into the minds of our rulers, who at once punished the 


offending newspaper by terminating its existence. Upon the whole, newspaper 


— ould exercise the utmost caution in publishing communications in 
uture, — poe 


The Bombay Samdchér (47) of the 8th April, in noticing the resolution of 


the Ministry and Parliament to 


: gradually the 
Observes that any further whole of the import duty on cotton 


observes 


reduction of theimport duties that laying aside for the present the question of England 


ods will be an entering into a competition with India in regard to 
the proposed Pactory Aas her manufactures, it seems that the object aimed at 
Indian mills should only by ‘the Manchester merchants has been secured by 

thenumberofhours the reduction hitherto effected. Gover 
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during which the operatives- abolished the duty which was levied not only on goods 
poll ork, ant not the of the same sort as are made in India, bat also or aaah 


hae the mills goods as India can hereafter manufacture. To do away 

with the duty levied on finer goods will be a down- 
right injustice to this country. But since Parliament itself has resolved to abolish 
the whole import duty, there is no tribunal left to which India can appeal for justice. 
The Indian authorities do not deserve much blame in this matter, as they have 
to carry on the administration under the control of Parliament. In alluding to 
the announcement made in the House of Lords by the Secretary of State for 
India that the Government of India has prepared a Factory Bill, which lays down 
that the Indian mills shall not be worked on Sundays, and that on week days 
they shall be worked from six in the morning to six in the evening, the Samdchér 
observes that persons who have experience of mills, remark that these measures 
will give a shock to the cotton industry of this country from which it will never 
recover. The wording of the Bill leads to the inference that the working of the 
mills before or after the hours prescribed will not be permitted. The object of 
Government in passing a new Act on this subject ought to be the due preservation 
of the health of the mill-operatives, and not the restriction of the time during 
which the mills should be worked. Government might lay down the number 
of hours for which an operative could be made to work, and leave it to the 
choice of the owner to work a mill as many hours as he likes by employing a 
different set of men, or to work it on or-not on Sundays. If the mills are 
perpetually worked, the machinery will soon wear out. But it is to the interest 


of the owners to.prevent such a result. For these reasons it behoves Government 


to prescribe the number of hours during which mill-operatives should work, and 
not the number of hours during which the mills should be worked. 


The same of the 11th April alludes to the recent disturbances in the 
; Godavari Zilla of the Madras Presidency in con- 
di eet he nection with the operation of the Abkéri Act, and 
Abkari er 4 observes that however good may be the intentions of 
Government in enacting this law, its provisions are 
harsh. Very probably it has been supposed that by making liquor and toddy 
dear, the people will make less use of them. But it ought not to be forgotten 
that these drinks contain medicinal, qualities. Poor people working hard in 
the open air and exposed to cold need them to preserve their health. It is true 
that an indiscreet indulgence is ruinous both to health and purse, and some 
persons are foolish enough to ruin themselvesin this manner. By making these 
drinks dear, persons who make a proper use of them are compelled either to 
use them in less quantity than is pound to preserve their health, or to spend 
more money than they can well spare.. Again, the new Abkdri law has raised 
the price of these beverages so high as to make it nearly equal to that of the 
cheaper kinds of European spirits, which the people usually prefer. But it is 
well known that the same is adulterated and is injurious to health, while 
country liquor and toddy in their genuine state are not so. Moreover, the new 
Act has created obstructions in the way of trade in these articles. The Saméchdr, 
therefore, hopes that the legislature will introduce on the earliest opportunity 
the necessary changes in this law, and remove the complaints made aoe 


In alluding to the great oes done by the oe i = gg agen Mr. 
Gibbs before his departure to England, the Jéme Jamsed 
cials garetec ry oe ~ (48) of the 9th April, observes that it was his courtesy 
Honourable Mr. Gibbs in his .and kindness which elicited expressions of regret at 
soous conduct towards his departure. Ifa few Europeans were to mix freely 
bites | with natives and act kindly towards them, as did 
Mr. Gibbs, a large reduction could be safely made in the army in India. But 
it 18 to be regretted that we seldom meet with men of his character. The 
generality of European officials live aloof from natives, and hence there is no 
social intercourse between them. It would be well if they were to imitate 


Mr. Gibbs, as their kindness and courtesy would not be thrown away. 


The Akhddre pewtogse. ed ae hie et ue pieces oe the merchants in 
Cie tee te mbay have been in the habit of getting blank forms 
wit be Mine Missa ro a of bills stamped at the Government Stamp Office. The 


of thenew Stamp new Stamp Act, however, prohibits this practice, and 
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consequently the mercantile public will be consider- 
ably inconvenienced as bills of exchange and 

ills of lading in which transactions usually take place 
on mail day. 


The Rdst Goftdér (50) of the 6th April wonders how the Police of Bombay, 
which is so much reputed for its efficiency, has not 

Wishes that a reward been yet able to apprehend Nursey Kesowji. The 
a 7 Oana Rock . unfortunate persons who have been ruined by this 
Fr the police is unable to find Feckless gambler deserve to be consoled by his being 
him. reer _ brought to justice as soon as possible. If his where- 
abouts is not known, a reward of five thousand rupees 

ought to be offered for his apprehension. The Rdst Goftér hopes that Govern- 
ment will, for the sake of justice if for no other reason, interfere in this matter, 


and order the adoption of rigorous measures for his immediate apprehension. 


org! magren Smee 


exchange and of lading. 


The same in alluding to the murderous assaulf made by some persons on 

_ Mr. Mathurddds Lawji, a respectable merchant of 

Asks the Police of Bombay Bombay, who was foremost in exposing the frauds of 
to detect pad Rg inert Nursey Kesowji and in prosecuting his father, 
pe hs see Pecauit observes that it is not to the credit of the police that 
on Mr. Mathurédés Lawji. such a dastardly attack should have been made on 
this public spirited gentleman in a thickly populated 

part of the city. The police should try. to remove this blot on their character 


instigated them. 


& The same is surprized that the Government asks rupees one lac and sixty 

: a an te thousand for the plot of ground required by the 
of Government in asking » Municipality of Bombay for building an office. This 

: high price for the piece of price is not high in the opinion of Government, It 
land required by the Munjci- is very strange that Government should not let the 
pality of Bombay for erecting (Corporation have the land gratis, when the latter 
# building for its own office, has presented several valuable properties to Govern- 
ment, and allows Government buildings to be rated on exceptionally 
favourable terms. Again, it is said that Government has made a present of a 
piece of land onthe Apollo Bandar to the Bombay Club for the purpose of 
erecting a Club-house. This is not the only instance where a small number 
of Europeans have been alone benefited by such a grant. It is also not less 
strange that His Excellency the Governor should have expressed at the opening 
of the Tulsi water works great gratification at the successful working of the 
ee ae and yet should have shown stinginess when it asked for a trifling 
favour. (The Loka Mitra (54) of the same date, and the Akhbdre Sowddgar (49) 
of the 7th April, express similar sentiments.) | 


The same observes that European soldiers are frequently to be found 

: making disturbances in Poona. Last Monday some 
7 bes alt goede rg My .of them created a great row in the Sadar Bazar, and 
light punishment inflicted on #2 their drunken frenzy threw stones at some natives. 
certain drunken soldiers. 
their own regiment arrived. ‘They were then placed 

before Colonel Britten the Magistrate who sentenced each of them to three 
months’ simple imprisonment. It is astonishing that these men should have 
been let off with such a light punishment, as only a few months ago some 
drunken soldiers were sentenced by Major Trueman to imprisonment with hard 
er fora similar offence. But perhaps Government did not spprove of this 


The Yajdan Parast (52) of the 6th A ril alludes to the reply given b the 


: 


Trust, and observes that it is surprising that the 


were no native merchants able to talk or discuss 
questions in Ein 


usiness, There are several persons 


by making every effort to detect and apprehend the assailants, and those who 


They could not be overpowered until some men from 


ileal ; Honourable Mr. Gibbs to the Honourable Mr. Murarji_ 
ie De cash aapba geet A n the subject of appointing six natives on the Port 


Honourable gentleman should have stated that there 
gliah, in which language the Trustees 


cal 
tye 
s 


7? 
Ba 


o ae 
af? Se 


rr, 
s 


mgaioks fo 


Ae 


om 


o 


q 


& 


a 


- 


- 


™ 


ern * 


.-<4 
On 
<? ain 
> een 
> ¢ 
ad , 
mo 8 
— 
Wa. eed 
*) _—" 
oa 
> 
ee Cd 
Mer 
Semmdiy awe 
coal > 
_ ery . 
pe nici 
ghd Lane ? 
“ee = 
aay 
Nei asad 
+s ~~ 


Pos na 
‘n+ 
P _— ey elie 
7 out | 
Bers ‘ise ink 
wae , *o 
my 
: “= «4 
. > 4 
~~ » . : 
* 
SI 
een 9 
be a». 
> Som 7 ft 
i. 4 
de. 
— + 
| ate a 
: << : 
Santina: 6S, ete, 
sgh 
Slee oe ee hee 
aed Fay Sivwe 
ad 
Feed bes a 
Ve 2 Se 
> ¥ Ss 
a eget te 
Ld g 
gis ree = 
oye jp SKS 


ad os, 
Bowes oy 
Y, * Sigh 
+ 
& e” 
2S 
a, TES 
Oe el 
s 4 
: ~ 
- i ktiet 
& med 
. 4 
* * i 
rer 


, 


ry 


7 


D 


* 


’ 


‘ 


ae ool’ 


OvpE 


| 


among first class native merchants of Bombay who the qualification in 
uestion. For instance there are Murarji Goculdas, Nanabhai Bairamji Jijibhai, 
Wariiwandse MaAdhawdas, and Bhagwandds Purshottamdas, and the names of a 
dozen others could be mentioned. The Honourable Mr. Murarii must know 


these gentlemen, and hence it is amazing how he should have failed to state 
their names at the time. 


The same observes that the Honourable Mr. Gibbs took objection to appoint- 
; ing native merchants on the Port Trust in consequence 
sas tae, Be py o aees of his not finding a sufficient number who knew 
the Chiet of Phaltan do not English. This reminds one of the Honourable Sayad 


know English, and ought to [| Idroos and the Chief of Phaltan, Members of the 


pry 49 ord areed hoe ge Legislative Council of Bombay. These gentlemen do 


not know English, and are mere dummies in the 
Council. They admitted the soundness of the objection raised by the Honour- 
able Mr. Gibbs, but their own ignorance of English must have reminded them 
that they were useless as Members of Council. It would, therefore, be graceful 
on their part and beneficial to the public if they were to resign and make room 
for better qualified native gentlemen. (The Pdrsi Punch (51) of the same date 
makes similar observations in its usual jocular style.) 


The Gujardt Samdchdr (64) of the 5th April, but received onthe 7th, observes 
that every week more than one robbery has for some 
Requests the Inspector of time occurred in the town of Surat. e number of 
Police in Surat to adopt eases in the present year is greater than the number 
stringent measures for the per eae nf M 
suppression of robberies. similar occurrencesinformer years. Moreover, some 
of the recent robberies are said to have taken place 
near police stations. ‘The City Inspector of Police is requested to take measures 
for their prevention. He is also informed that some of the policemen of the 
town take bribes from shop-keepers and drivers of bullock carts, and some sleep 
at night when on guard. Such conduct should not be allowed. The writer 
also mentions a report that a policeman had forcible connection with a woman 
who was going to a temple, and requests the Inspector to enquire into the truth 
of this charge. 


The Nydya Prakash (65) of the 31st March, but received on the 6th April, 

observes that it does not speak well for the police of 

Censures the police of Surat that notwithstanding that the force has been 

ner) for the frequent rob- doubled, robberies should frequently occur in that 
ries which occur in that : , . 

Lainie: town. Five instances of this crime are i 


during last week. Some were committed in buildings 


situated on public roads, and one in a shop which is within a stone’s throw from. 


a police station. ; 


The same remarks that although the Indian finances are in an unsatisfactory 

_. condition, yet the stealeg’ of State and the Viceroy 

“f sy ede aetiagavente did not oppose the unjust demands of the merchants 
goods, sseaidiaiaee of Manchester with respect to the import duties on 
piece-goods. Not satisfied with the concession made 

last year, they made a fresh demand this year, and the Indian authorities again 
made a further reduction in the duty, thereby inflicting an annual loss on the 
exchequer of twenty lacs of rupees. Even this boon has not silenced then. 
About five thousand mill-operatives of Preston held a meeting on the 26th March, 
and it was resolved to urge Government to abolish altogether the import duty 
on cotton goods. This resolution will not fail to create dissatisfaction among 
patriotic natives. Why should not the merchants of England strive to attain 
their object when the Secretary of State and the Viceroy are ready to listen to 
their demands? But the latter ought not to grant a request which ignores the 
ea ay of political economy, and injures Indian trade, finance and operatives. 


Tf Lords Cranbrook and Lytton are actuated by patriotic feelings in abolishing 
the import duty, their example is worthy of imitation by natives. But the 


Viceroy has other duties besides those of attending to the interests of his own 
countrymen. He ought not to do ony thing which would lower his character 
and reputation — natives. (T 


expresses somewhat similar sentiments. ) | 


e Gwardt Mitra (46) of the 6th April 
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Municipalities. 


The Gujardt Mitra ow of the 6th April, after admitting the efforts made 


sf ast the Municipality of Surat in extinguishing fires 

of 7 hag aoa a rac which frequen y occur in that town, suggests that 

engine worked by steam. the Corporation ought to provide a fire engine worked 

by steam. It can be had for about seven hundred 

rupees, and will be more useful than engines worked by men. It will also do 

away, with the necessity of seizing men in the streets on an emergency, in order 

to employ them in putting out fires. ‘The Mitra hopes that the Corporation will 
adopt this suggestion. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 11th April complains 
Acks the Secretary to the ‘*#at the Hindu inhabitants of Surat wash their bodies 


Municipality of Surat to and soiled clothes at the landing places on the river : 


prohibit people from washing Tdpti, where most persons draw water for their daily 
at the landing places on the gonsumption. Washing evidently makes the water 
River Tépti. dirty and injurious to the health of those who use it. 
There are no convenient places besides the ghdts for drawing water, and 
consequently bia ic” oy on washing operations there, ought to be pro- 
hibited from doing so. The writer hopes that the Municipal Secretary will 
adopt stringent measures to enforce the prohibition throughout the year. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 7th April, writing 
Tesniele the Glekwid’s from Gandevi, complains that there is a Government 
Goverament to remove the Oder of old standing that butchers and fishermen 
prohibition existing at Gan- should not sell flesh or fish on any Agydrus or the 
devi against selling flesh or eleventh day of the moon. This order puts the 
fish on the 11th day of every persons who use thiskind of food to great inconvenience. 
ey os oa A similar prohibition existed formerly at Navsdri, but 
has now been removed. The writer hopes that a similar favour may be done 
to the residents of Gandevi. 


The Samsher Bahadur (56) of the 2nd April, but received on the 6th, does 


not approve of the construction of railways in Native 
Wishes that Native Chiefs States. The territories in possession of native princes 


should prefer the construction ore not so far advanced in prosperity as to need rail- 


Foie syn works to provid- roads, They require wells, tanks, and canals for 

| irrigating lands. This is the only way in which the 
produce of land can be increased. Kathidwar particularly sailors frequently 
trom an insufficient supply of water, and ought to provide the means of storing 
it. The princes in wishing for railways merely imitate the British Government, 
The Samsher hopes that Political officers will impress on the minds of Native 
Chiefs the necessity which exists for providing irrigation works before con- 


structing railways in their States. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
| Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
16th April 1879. 
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The Native Opinion (2) of the 30th March, in an article on the Destruction 


Says that compensation 
should be given to owners of 
salt-works which have been 
closed and also to those whose 
salt has been destroyed. 


— 


Politics and the Public Administration. - 


of Salt, says, that the tax on this first n 

of life should be twenty times its cost-price is a 
phenomenon which could only happen under the 
paternal British Government, and to which there is 
no parallel. Since the passing of the Salt Act of 1873, ° 
various salt-works have been closed and their owners 


utterly ruined, but no compensation has been given to them, although provision 


was made in the Act in question for this purpose. Again, it is repo 


that at 


the time when the duty on salt was enhanced, twenty-four thousand maunds 


of that oor ge! 
because the full 


belonging to various individuals, were thrown into the sea, : 
uty was not realized when it was being sold by auction. ) 


What could have been the object of Government in ordering this destruction ? 


It would have been better to have remitted ten per cent of the du 
to have sold it at a cheaper rate. 
‘while the loss to Government would have been trifling. 
compensate the manufacturers for this destruction o 


and then‘ 
the public, 

Besides, who is to 
their salt? In what 


This course would have benefi 


respect are they to blame if a purchaser is not forthcoming within the stipulated 


time? The Opinion feels sure that our rulers will never’ knowing] 
injustice, and trusts that compensation will be granted to those who 


perpetrate 
ve suffered 


from the action of the authorities of the Salt Department. 


The same in its issue of the 6th April discusses the question of the ground : 


Says that Government was 
not right,in demanding an 
exorbitant price for the land 
required for the Municipal 


offices. — 


for the new Municipal offices, and says that the terms 
on which Government proposes to sell a site are too 
exorbitant. Government has sold land to the Bombay 
Club, which consists entirely of Euro members, 
on moderate terms, and there was nothing to prevent 
it from making the same offer to the Municipality. 


Besides, the Bombay Municipal Corporation has on various occasions given land 
gratis to Government, and if this had not been done, the latter would have been 
a considerable loser. ‘Again, this ground is required for a public purpose, and 
every one imagined that Government would have shown generosity on the 


occasion. 


But not only was this nof the case, but an amount of greed was 


exhibited which is truly astonishing. The site on which the National Bank 


is built was 


urchased for 8 Rupees per square yard and Bolton & Co. 
paid Rs. 10. y therefore shoul 


Government demand Rs. 40 per square | a 


yard from the Municipality? Mr. Nowroji Fardunji declared that it would be 
easy to buy a new building for the sum for which Government proposes to sell 
the site in question. The Opinion concurs in this view. 


the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 14th April, writing from 


_ A correspondent of 


Draws the attention of Gov- 
ernment to the distress pre- 
vailing in the Indapur Taluka, 
and asks for relief. 


the people is really heart-rending. oe. 
upon ignoring the existence of famine altogether, and the lower officials do not a 
report the real state of things for fear of meurring the displeasure of their ee 
superiors. It is to be hoped that Government will do something to relieve the 
terrible distress which is now prevailing in this téluka. | 


The same in its issue of the 17th April adverts to Mr. Knight’s attempt to 


Praises Mr. Robert Knight 
for#his attempt to start a 
the abject of advocating the 
eit of the natives of 


j ; 


in London -with . 


nobility and gentty of India to afford him all the 


Indépur, states that numbers of famine-stricken people — oe 
are found wandering in the stréets of the town, beg- ig 
ging for food. Some do not hesitate t®&eommit thefts, . 
and some manage to eke out a miserable existence by a 
eating refuse thrown out of houses. The condition of 
The authorities, however, seem to be bent 
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start a newspaper in London for the pur of advo- oa 
cating the interests of the people of India, and states oe 
that that gentleman is in every way qualified to carry 2% 
on the undertaking. The ostensible ae of this ‘aa 
journal being to acquaint the English public with the “ 
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assistance in their power. During the terrible crisis of the mutiny, «the 
existence of the Inédm Commission, and the prevalence of the Indigo disputes in 
lower Bengal, the conduct of this gentleman in supporting the weak against 
the strong was unexceptionable. He has laid the people of India under deep 
obligations by his past career. | 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 14th April complains that the subjects of the 
i i a nenings kg Governm “gs are bound b siggy’ laws, am 
ttiah edmminiateati at it rests with Government alone to release them 
eS: ‘ration from that bondage. The cultivating classes have 
grown desperate owing to the exorbitant nature of the land-tax, the hea 
incidence of the stamp-duty, the diminution of the period of limitation wit 
respect to suits on bond debts, and the laxity observed in sales of property 
conducted through the medium of law courts. From the difficulty experienced 
in collecting the land revenue, it is evident that the country is being graduall 
drained of its wealth. This is also the opinion of thoughtful men in England. 
A certain amount of this drain is necessary owing to a foreign Government; but 
our rulers should observe some moderation in this respect. The writer proceeds 
in this strain, and asserts that the various taxes, which have been imposed of 
late, have spread discontent among the people. It, therefore, behoves Govern- 
ment to consider carefully its own position, and to take steps to create 4 spirit 
of loyalty among the masses. 


The same refers to the meeting of the British Indian Association recently 

oe held in Calcutta to petition Parliament against the 
Pees all Associations to abolition of the import duty on cotton goods and 

eir conduct according ° ‘ : 

ray policy of Government, ®gainst throwing the cost of the Afghan war on India, 
and says that the Finance Minister distinctly stated 

that these two steps have been deliberately resolved upon, and that Government 
will not retreat from the position which it has already taken. It is, therefore, 
sheer folly to make a protest after this authoritative declaration; and the 
Suryodaya advises all Associations to shape their demands so that they may be 


acceptable to Government. 


The Mahdérashtra Mitra (5) of the 10th April, but received on the 13th, says 
) that the revisions recently made in the subordinate 
‘ Bava esc ageatl i. ” ag aa ws the i Saprepens . Govern- 
. ment have proved extremely beneiicial, and regrets 
Wows Diparteas @ Public that the Public Works Denaieiens should alone tose 
been left out when this was done. In 1867 the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay submitted to the Supreme Government specific proposals té 
improve the position, and enhance the emoluments of the clerks in the offices of 
Executive and Assistant Engineers, but nothing certain is known to have 
resulted. Perhaps the difficulty of obtaining funds to meet the salaries of the 
humerous Engineers who are imported from England every year has compelled 
Government to lay aside this project. During the terrible crisis of the famine, 
this Department proved extremely useful, and it is, therefore, to be hoped that 
immediate measures will be taken to benefit those who were so serviceable. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 9th April, but received on the 13th, refers 

Disa a to the abolition of the import duty on cotton goods, 
Pret the duty = sir and says that the reduction which has been made 
goods imported into India. during the current year will inflict a loss of sixty-two 


lacs ‘of rupees on the Indian revenues. This step has ~ 


been taken solely in the interests of the merchants of Manchester, and it will 
give a shock to the cotton industry of this country from which it will perhaps 
never recover, The production of coarse cloth in India may have caused some 
little injury to the trade of Manchester, but is it intended that India should 


confine itself to the growth ofraw produce only? How is the wealth of natives 


to increase in this way, and how is the vast population of India to support itself 


cultivation alone? Here the writer alludes to the reply of His Excellency the | 


iceroy to the deputation from the British Indian Association, and says that it 
Brit unbecoming in its tone, and calculated to give the people an idea that the 
Sritish Government was harsh and oppressive. Our rulers are not likely to 
come to their senses until the whole population takes to thieving owing to want 
2NP19—4 [con 93] : 
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‘of employment, Finally the writer advises all patriotic natives to stimulate the 


rong = Indian mills and to undersell the merchants of Manchester 
in the Indian market. 


The same in its issue of the 16th April refers to the lawlessness prevailing 
in the Collectorates of Poona, Sholépur, and Sédtéra, 
Makes remarks on the and says that Rémoshis and other wild tribes usually 
dnsetiise oes sedge ier subsist upon the produce of the forest and by working 
ai a. in the jungles. These sources of livelihood have 
however been denied to them owing to the rigorous 
nature of the forest laws, and hence they have taken to creating disturbances 
over the country. ‘The special officials appointed to quell them are unable to 
cope successfully with the evil, and more inducements must be offered in order 
to make them more energetic in the discharge of their duties. Here the writer 
says that persons tolerably well off cannot afford to purchase salt enough for 
their requirements owing to its high price. It is, therefore, quite clear that the 
poor perhaps never obtain it at all. Government should give every facility to 
these wild people to obtain their living in an honourable manner; otherwise a 
continuation of the present state of things might culminate in a rebellion like 
that of 1857, which was caused by the annexation policy of Government and its 
refusal to allow adoptions. | 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 13th April alludes to the speech of the Secretary 
of State in Parliament with reference to the new 
Disapproves of the Factory factory legislation relating to India, and says that the 
= which is now pending in time for passing this measure is not opportune. The 
e Legislative Council of one8 . 
the Governor General of Condition of the masses is so utterly wretched that 
India. their first care must be that of keeping body and soul 
together. Considerations of health and education 
cannot be attended to when people do not get one meal daily. The natives 
are willing to work hard, but they are impotent to help themselves, since all 
the trades and professions are in the hands of foreigners. It is true that the 
soil of India was originally fertile, but, owing to a variety of causes, it has 
deteriorated, and land does not now yield as much as in former times. © Besides, 
Government has become the sole proprietor, and it is, therefore, no body’s interest 
to spend capital on land in order to increase its productive powers. Under 
such circumstances the health and education of labourers may well be dis- 
regarded. Ifthe proposed Act is passed, it will deprive a large number of poor 
people of the means of subsistence. It is better to support five thousand persons 
in good condition than to support twice that number in misery. The latter 
would lead to the deterioration of the population. Upon the whole, it is not 
advisable to put any restriction on the employment of operatives in Indian 
mills, nor to limit the hours during which mills should be worked. The 


Arunodaya trusts that these points will receive careful consideration before the 
Bill becomes law. 


The Shiwdyi (25) of the 11th April, but received on the 14th, adverts to the 
ee: enormous losses caused by unfavorable exchange, and 
Ps roves of meetingthe gays that the remedy by which Government proposes to 
rv ne “Pa dag tide over the difficulty by contracting a debt of ten 
¥ e oage ree : ; | 
reduction of expenditure in Millions sterling in England will not in the end prove 
the various departments of beneficial. Silver has declined in value only with 
Government. reference to gold, and as the demand for the latter 
will always continue unabated owing to its adoption as 
a universal medium of exchange in all civilised countries; it is not likely that the 
former will ever recover its previous value. When, therefore, the time comes for 
paying off this Gigantic loan, the embarrassment now pence will be 
- Reduction of the.already over-grown public expenditure is 
the only way by which the present crisis could be successfully got over, and for 
effecting this there is ample scope. Here the writer says that the salaries drawn 
by pn officials are very exorbitant as compared with those in other coun- 
tries, and they might, therefore, well be curtailed. Retrenchments could also be 


made in the various departments of Government. 
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The A'rya Warta (32) of the 12th April, but received on the 14th, adverts 


ae tae, of the Honourable Mr. Gibbs to 
siameere gh tong seta England, and says that he was particularly kind to 
natives, and gave employment to many of them in the 
public service. The Englishmen who resorted to this country before it was 
completely subjugated, treated the natives with kindness and consideration ; 
but such men are rarely to be found now-a-days. This difference can be 
accounted for in a variety of ways. For instance, Englishmen were more 
dependent on natives in former times than they are now, as their power was not 
thoroughly established, and besides they usually came from noble families. This 
is now changed. The British supremacy now rests on a firm basis, and the 
resent race of officials have altered their behaviour accordingly. Among these 
Mr. Gibbs was undoubtedly the best. This is evidenced by the entertainments 
which were given in his honor by distinguished natives. 


The Aitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad: of the 10th April, but received on the 
13th, contains a ‘communication, the writer of which 
ae age lesa i — ar ore rt ap weg “re Shirestedar 
yee “ under the Assistant Politi gent in charge of the 
Se Ubon ob Tae Bint, "oes I’dar State, was before the year 1850 a Surveyor in the 
in 1850 punished for falsify. Revenue Survey Department in Kaira, and was in 
ing & public document. that year prosecuted and punished for srg am a 
_ public document. Itis strange indeed that he Ses 
been employed under the British Government, when ‘the Political Agent of 
Mahi Kanta is particular in not giving employment in the departments under 
the Agency, to persons who have been dismissed for misconduct. After his 
dismissal the Shirestedér was employed by the late Jawdnsingji Mahérdj, and 
came into British service on that State coming under Government management. 
It behoves the authorities concerned to write to the District Magistrate of Kaira 
to send the papers regarding him for the purpose of proving his misconduct. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 13th April observes that there are one or two 
Members in the Bombay Legislative Council who do 
Observes that oneor two not understand English, and are consequently of little 
native Members “of the Bom- or no use for purposes of legislation. When they 
bay Legislative Council do were appointed, it was thought that the proceedings of 
not know English, and are, ; : . : . 
therefore, of little or no use the Council would be explained to them in their 
as legislators. vernaculars. But nothing of the kindisdone. They 
| form a subject of derision, and ought, out of self-respect, 
to resign their seats. Their appointment has created a suspicion in the public 
mind that they are appointed simply to help the Government. The appoint- 
ment of the Surat gentleman in particular is a mistake. He is of little or no 
use, and the same opinion is entertained by the Yajddn Parast (52) from which 
& quotation is given. There are many able and efficient native gentlemen in 
Bombay, the appointment of any one of whom to the Council would have been 
eminently a 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the i ra ——- rot many famine-stricken 

‘2 eople of Kéthidwdér have sought refuge in Bomba 
| ton ee Sait ta some parts of Gujarat. The charitable dative 
exercise pressure on the merchants of the presidency town and the people of 
Native Chiefs under him to Gujarat are feeding them, and deserve praise for their 
of theie terres tor the relief charity. But it is to be regretted that the native 
“princes of K&thidwaér, whose subjects these refugees 


loan from the British Government, which in a raiseworthy manner Be x the 
illions of 


authorities very properly think that the refugees ought to be 
native country. But 
land must fall victims to starvation. It is said that Colonel Barton, 
Agent of Kéthidwér, has not yet exercised pressure on the Chiefs 
matter. If this be true, it is 8 great misfortune for the people 
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of Kéthidwér that they have lost at this juncture Mr. Peile, who was so able 


and fit to teach native princes their duty in this particular. If Colonel Barton 


fails to act with decision, it behoves Government to issue the necessary instruc- 
tions to him. If these princes adopt relief measures for the benefit of their 


subjects, the unfortunate refugees in Bombay and Gujarat will return to their 
native land at once. 


After admitting the benefits derived from Small Cause Courts, the same of 
the 18th April is glad to find that it is intended to 


Makes a few suggestions gxtend their pecuniary jurisdiction. Instead of in- 


pr rarne see Emam tion creasin g the pecuniary limit to Rs. 2,000 it would be 


better if it were extended to Rs. 5,000. The business 
in the High’ Court would then be diminished, the number of Judges could be 
safely reduced, and the people would get speedy and cheap justice. The Jame 
Jamsed then makes various suggestions: 1.—At present these courts have no 
power to sell immoveable property in satisfaction of their decrees, and conse- 
quently the plaintiff has to file a suit in the High Court, when he wants to get 
the defendant’s immoveable property sold to satisfy his debt. This process 
causes great delay. It is, therefore, desirable that a provision should be entered 
in the Bill, empowering Small Cause Courts to execute their own decrees either 
on the moveable or immoveable property of the defendant. Again, it is some- 
times found that the Nazar or the Sheriff is hasty in selling property, and 
consequently they realise less than they are really worth. Hence itis desirable 
that the property should be sold through professional auctioneers. II.—Again, 
Small Cause Courts cannot issue an attachment on debts due to the judgment- 
debtor by third parties, and consequently the judgment-creditor cannot recover 
that money. Hence it would be well to enter in the Bill the provisions of 
Act X. of 1877, bearing upon the subject. III.—The Small Cause Court should 
be empowered to register and execute decrees made by private arbitration, 
and the periods within which they are to be presented for registration need to 
be shortened, in order that justice may be speedily obtained. IV.—The Small 
Cause Court has no jurisdiction in the case of ships lying in harbour, and 
cannot issue attachment before passing a decree on the application of the 
plaintiff. It should, therefore, be invested with power to issuethe attachment in 


such cases. V.—The court-fees in the case of suits for more than one thousand 
rupees should also be reduced. | 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (49) of the 12th April, a re on oo 14th, 

. Observes that it is no wonder that the merchants of 
oc _ eee Manchester have succeeded in inducing Parliament to 
against the total abolition of order the reduction of the import duties on cotton 
the a duty on cotton goods, and to promise the abolition of the remaining 
BoP ges ) portion hereafter, as there are many members of 
Parliament who have at heart the protection and advancement of the interests 
of that manufacturing town, and as there are no natives of India in that august 
ae to further their own interests. The recent reduction has inflicted an 
annual loss of about twenty lacs of rupees, and the promised abolition will 
increase that loss still more. To make up the deficiency, new taxes will have 
to be imposed. It behoves the people of this country, therefore, to appeal to 
Parliament against this measure. Government may not be willing to re-impose 
the duty it has recently abolished ; but there can be nothing wrong in asking it 
not to proceed further in this direction. 


The Rdst Goftér (50) of the 18th April obsérves that great distress prevails 

in almost all parts of the country, and it behoves 

Praye Government toadopt Government to adopt immediate measures on an 
weliad a da eee for the extensive scale for the relief of the cultivating classes, 
prevailsamong ioe who form no small proportion of the sufferers. In 
and other classes Meroushout Cashmere a terrible famine prevails. In the Panjaub 
the country. — } and the North-West Provinces great distress exists. 
Bom pe Madras still complains of high prices of corn. In the 
ombay Presidency last year’s heavy rains destroyed almost all the crops. To 
make matters worse rats in the Southern Mardtha Country and locusts in Gujarat 
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destroyed all the corn. In Ka&thidwér, in addition to the above-mentioned 
evils, ants appeared and destroyed the corn while it was in the ear. The 
consequences of this fearful havoc are felt in every part of this Presidency. In 
Mahdrdshtra the unruly poor have be to commit dacoities. Most of the 
Gujardéti cultivators have sold their fields and chattels, and are roaming about 
as The number of beggars in Gogha has increased by one thousand. 
The Municipalities of Surat and Broach find themselves unable to feed the large 
influx of the distressed who have taken refuge in those towns. In Bombay 
the number of refugees from Kathidwdr is now nearly five thousand, They 
presenta really pitiable sight by their nakedness and importunate begging for 
food. They say that they are farmers ; and the very mode of their asking alms 
indicates that they are not professional beggars. For the relief of all these, it 
behoves Government to adopt measures without delay. 


The same remarks that the other important complaint besides the one 
relating to the Wadi Bandar property, raised by the 

Chamber of Commerce in its petition in connection 
with the new Port Trust Bill, is that the price of the 
foreshore properties fixed by the Honourable Mr. 
Gibbs at 77 lacs of rupees is toohigh. The Chamber 
mentees os me the new gstimates the value at somewhat less than rhiceg? alg 
ei dey : lacs ; and thus 77 lacs is an unnecessarily high figure. 
This complaint is just; and yet the Honourable Mr. Balfour, the representative 

of the mercantile community in the Council, supported the Honourable Mr. 
Gibbs, and observed that the Chamber would not take exception to the price 
proposed. By doing this the Honourable Member has only shown his ignorance 

of the opinion entertained by the Chamber on the subject. Again, the objec- 

’ tions raised by the native merchants in their petition against the Bill are not 
false; and yet the Honourable Mr. Balfour did not support even one of them. 

He disposed of the petition by stating that they proceeded from a few cloth- 
merchants, and were not, therefore, worth considering. The above circumstances 
show that the Legislative Council is under the present constitution unfit to 
realise thoroughly the views and sentiments entertained a public, and that 
there is no independent Councillor except the Honourable Mr. Murdrji Gokuldas. 


The same is glad that Mr. Nilkanth Anant Joshi, Assistant Commissioner 
of Customs, Bombay, has closed his career by taking 
pension. His retirement from office isa matter of 
public congratulation. By his wilful conduct, the 
Customs Department has suffered much. He possessed 
so much influence with Mr. Reid, the Commissioner 
of Customs, that he did almost every thing in the office, and was really the 
Commissioner. 


The same observes that the large number of native gentlemen who had 
come to the Apollo Bandar to bid farewell to the 
Honourable Mr. Gibbs on his departure from these 
shores, ought to teach all Europeans the important 
lesson that, when one of them acts kindly and cour- 
teously to the natives, the latter are not stingy in 
doing him honor and showing their gratitude. The 
Honourable Councillor was a great friend of the natives. He treated them 
kindly and courteously, Several of them came from rea, distances such as 
Surat, Broach, Ndsik and Poona, More honor was done to him than has been 
shown to most of the former Governors of this Presidency. He commanded this 
great respect not on account of his great political capacity, or for doing any 
great work beneficial to the public, but on account of his courtesy to natives. 


Finds fault with the 
Honourable Mr. rv for 
not supporting the objections 
raised "Ys the Chamber of 
Commerce and the native 


Is glad that Mr. Nilkanth 
Anant, Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Customs, has retired 
from office. 


Observes that the Honour- 
able Mr. Gibbs fully deserved 
the great honor done to him 
by natives on his departure 
from these shores. 


ments.) _ = | 
The same advises the people of this country not be discou 


Advises the people to Indian import duties on certain classes of cotton 
pene age ogeins’ and to cancel those on the remainder hereafter. 
"duties on cotton aaa true that the fountain-head “of justice in England 
; has decided upon the measure in question, without 
4npl | as 
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(The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the same date expresses somewhat similar senti-— 


© Pp . by the 
decision of Parliament to abolish for the present the 


“ > | 
It is 


- 


consulting the interests of the country which has had to make a sacrifice in the 
matter. But the same has been done oe time when India has been obliged to 
obtain a loan from England of twelve krores of rupees, when the Home charges 
have increased to 17 krores, when the exchange will cause a loss of four krores, 
when India has to spend three krores on the Afghan war, and when poverty and. 
starvation are rampant. Again, the Honourable Mr. Briggs made a motion in 
Parliament that the whole of the import duty should be abolished, although it 
may be necessary to levy new taxes in order tocarry out this measure. But 
the same was negatived by a large majority, and the small minority which 
supported him contained many representatives of manufacturing towns. This 

roves that Parliament still entertains feelings of compassion for India. Hence 
it is not inappropriate to appeal to that assembly, and make at once an attempt 
to prevent any further mischief. 


The Yajdén Parast (52) of the 13th April regrets that the recommendations 
; made by it several times before, for attaching gym- 
Prays His Excellency the nastic classes to the public schools of this ieee | 


: , 
Governor to open gymnastic : ‘ 
een ts eaanee: Welt the have not been adopted. There is not a single 


educational institutions in ©d@ucational institution in Bombay, either public or 
the Bombay Presidency. private, in which gymnastic exercises are taught. 
The Bengal Presidency is more fortunate in this 
respect. There Sir George oe opened gymnastic classes, and Sir Richard 
Temple encouraged them by holding public exhibitions. We trust that our 
inde pagers Governor will devote his attention to this subject, and will la 


within the reach of students of public schools this means of improving their 
health. 


The same also, like some of its local native contemporaries, censures 

| Government for asking an exorbitant price for the 

Censures the Bombay Gov- piece of land required by the Bombay Municipality 
ear for asking an exor- to erect a building for its own office. The Corporation 

itant price for the piece of h ] : . diff 6 ies of 
land required by the Bombay a8 on several occasions given different plots o 

Municipality. ground gratis to Government; and notwithstanding 

this, it is asked to pay Rs. 40 per every square yard, 

which is undoubtedly an exorbitant price. Government ought not to be so 

hard upon the Municipality ; and it is hoped that it will, on a re-consideration of 
the subject, rectify the mistake it has committed. (The Rdst Goftar (50) of the 

same date expresses similar sentiments.) 


In alluding to the telegram from England that the Secretary of State for 
India stated in the House of Lords that the Govern- 
_ Observes that the provision ment of India has prepared the draft of a Factory Act 
Ba sin Act that by which mills in India would be worked from six in 
orked for 12 i: Se shar , 
hoars during the day and no *he morning to six in the evening on week days on’ 
more, is inappropriate. and that male labourers would be employed in them for 
twelve hours, females for ten hours, and children for 
nine hours, the Loka Mitra (54) of the 18th April observes that the hours fixed 
for exacting work from the operatives are reasonable, and will be beneficial to 
the workmen as well as the owners of the mills. But there was no need for 
prescribing that the mills shall be kept open or worked for so many hours and 
no more. It will be injurious to the interests of the mill-owners to compel them 
to work the mills for certain hours only, when it may be advantageous to them 
to work them as long as they like, with different sets of workmen. The aboli- 
tion of & portion of the import duties on cotton goods has already given a shock 
to mill industry ; and were the draft Act passed in its present form, it would 
completely destroy the trade in cotton cloth. (The Yajdén Parast (52) of the 
same date thoroughly disapproves of the draft Act. It is not right to prescribe the 
number of hours for which mill or other labourers should work, since it will only 
prevent those who bave strength and will to work longer than the prescribed 
period from doing so, and earning thereby more money. 


The Kaira Wartamdn (58) of the 9th April, but received on the 13th, 


Rieneshe the Tosa states that many distressed persons have collected at 
withonee of the Kaire Din Kaira and go about begging for food. In the present 
trict to open relief works for, , hard times people find it ifficult to feed them. It 
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the benefit of the distressed ~behoves the Local Fund authorities of the district, there- 
who have collected in that fore to open relief works for their benefit. If no work 
= : is provided for them, and for those who would soon be 
reduced to a similar condition, there is a likelihood of their taking to a wrong 
course. It is good to provide against evil before it comes upon us. 
The Kdside Mumbai (68) of the 14th April states that the terms of 
offered to Yékubkhén on the condition that he should 
Advises Yakubkhan, the retain Herat only, and make over the remainder of 
Ruler of Afghanistan,tomake 4 fehanistan to the British Government, have not been 
with the British Gov- : . 
Sih accepted by him. On a former occasion, after carry- 
: ing on war with that country, the British Government 
did not think it advantageous to occupy it. Dost Mahomed was treated as an 
independent sovereign, and he, and him his son Sher Ali, became staunch 
allies of the Indian Government. Politicians alone know what destroyed that 
amicable relationship. Y4kubkhdn has now to decide whether he would accept 
the terms offered, and become dependent on the British Government, or continue 
the war and take the consequences. But discreet people believe that, however 
brave he may be, he will not be able to offer opposition for a long time. They 
also doubt Whether the Indian Government, notwithstanding its great power, 
will succeed in effecting the complete subjugation of Afghanistan, whose in- 
habitants are revengeful and energetic. Under these circumstances a middle 
course would be advantageous to both parties. Ydkubkhdn should now see the 
evil results of the mistake committed by his father and the folly of continuing 
hostilities, and should give a Nazrana to the British Government to regain its 
friendship. 
The Nydya Prakdsh (65) of the 14th April disapproves of the recommenda- 
tion made by the Honourable Mr. Gibbs that native 
Observes that a knowledge merchants who are acquainted with the English 
. should not have Janguage should be only appointed on the Port Trust of 
SP EES Hocber. A koowledge of English j h required 
chants to be appointed on the / gé of English 1s much require 
Port Trust Committee. in a Member of the Legislative Couricil, and yet 
Government appoints gentlemen who are utterly 
ignorant of it. On the other hand there is little need of the same qualification in 
the members of the Port Trust, and yet it is insisted upon. This is not right. 


The same observes that our legislators give more attention to secure the 

interests of Government than those of the subjects. 

Prays His Excellency the They ought not to do this, but should be impartial. 

Piha Rae va the The Government of India refused its assent to the 

ing his assent. on’ BY" Revenue Code Bill, as the native Members of the 

Legislative Council asserted that it would be prejudicial 

to the interests of the cultivators. The Bill has been again brought before the 

local legislature ; and it is hoped that Sir Richard Temple will consider it well 
hefore giving his assent to it. 


Municipalities. 


The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 10th April, but received on the 
13th, does not approve of the intention of the local 


Advises the Ahmedabad Municipality to include the suburb of Médhawparun > 


Association to protest against 
the intention of the local 
Municipality to include with- 


within the city limits. Several merchants have made 
the suburb a place for storing goods. Municipal 


in the Municipal limits Mé. *@xes are levied on such of these as are brought 
dhawparun, é&c. into the city for ee Those which are sent 
to other places escape Municipal taxation; and the 


Corporation proposes to tax’ them also. But if this is done, the Ahmedabad 
merchants will lose the benefit of the small trade the on. If the goods 
are taxed, the A sonage at other places will find them dearer than they have 
been accustomed to, and will order them without the intervention of the 
Ahmedabad merchants. Moreover, the income from the proposed taxation 


would not diminish the existing burden of taxes on the quasiienate and would - 
only go to swell the funds at the disposal of the Commissionegs who arenot = =«__ 
discreet in the observance of economy in spending Municipa. “money. ee Se 
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Ahmedabad Association is advised to protest against the proposal of the Corpora- 
tion. The Hitechchhu recommends the baat to follow the example of the East 
Indian Association of Calcutta, and to send a eo to the Home Government 

inst the exaction of the expenses of the Afghan war from India, and against 
the recent abolition of the import duties on cotton goods. 


The same, in alluding to a fire which recently occurred in the Bhadar, in 
the town of Ahmedabad, observes that the cause of the 
Requeste the Magistrate of fire was the gtass stored in the house which got 


Ahmedabad to prohibit the ignited somehow. ‘The Magistrate should strictly pro- _ 


ens SS Gee Sees. hibit the storage of such articles in human habitations. 


Native States. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 13th April, in noticing the management of 
eM wie on os gg 7 as rag rn the a omen 
ae =. a port of the Bom residency for the year 
bhi tothe Outch State” —-:1877-78, observes that Mr. Manibhéi Jasbh4i deserves 
great praise for ing this principality satisfac- 
torily. He began to introduce improvements from the day of his appointment. 
Before his nomination, disputes frequently arose between the Darbdr and the 
Mahdjans, the Bhidydts o canned among themselves, and the Jadejds 
made frequent opposition to the Darbdér. These events have of late not recurred, 
and peace reigns throughout the State. The Diwdn has improved the Police 
Department, abolished the practice of farming the public revenues, established 
the Educational De ent on a firm footing, and opened new schools; 
reformed the condition of the Public Works De ent, established peaceful 
relations with the Palanpur and the Nav tates, brought to an end the 
dispute with the Morvi State, and di of the complaints raised by the 
people of the Sindhal class. The writer mentions several other improvements 
in the revenue and judicial branches, and observes that the credit for all them 
is due to the Diwan. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
23rd April 1879. 
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; LIST- OF NEWSPAPERS. 


‘No. Names of Newspapers, ; Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 21st April says that the 
Deshmukh of B Wadi, who holds indm lands 


‘ Leas — me rye Be: in the 7 e of Islampur ) the Vdlva Téluka of the 
anmpar are Deng 2 Satara Collectorate, 1s endeavouring to eject the 
Pon Deshmukh of Babdar + ante from his property. The latter re 3, that 

they are the real proprietors, and that the Deshmukh 
is only entitled to receive the revenue assessment. They have, therefore, refused 
to quit their holdings. Upon this, the Deshmukh has brought one hundred men 
from his gwn village, and assisted by two hundred ryots of Islampur, is forcibly 
ejecting the tenants in question. The ploughs and bullocks of the poor 
cultivators are seized, and they are being snnoyes and ill-treated in every 


possible. way. The patel, kulkarni and the poli 


ice constable of the village 
declare that they have no authority to interfere, and are enjoying the fun. 
The inhabitants are in great terror, and each is anxious for his own safoty. The 
téluka station is only two miles off, yet nothing has been done to restore quiet. 
If Government do not take imniediate measures to bring the Deshmukh to his 
senses, the consequences may be serious. The Jndw Prakdsh, without vouching 
for the correctness of the above statement, earnestly prays Government to 
institute a searching enquiry into the above allegations. 


Another correspondent of the same reports that the higher classes have 
bhi Me _ deprived the Warli and the Dubl4 tribes in the 
Asks Government to free [Jmbargaon Taluka of the Thana District of their 


the Warli and Dubla tribes jands and that the latter are now reduced to utter 
from the oppression of the 


beggary. This is not all. These poor people are 
i classes of es. 7: Pp 
migher wags being annoyed in every possible way, and tf ‘they 


appeal for justice to the Subordinate Judge of Umbargaon, every impediment 
is put in their way by that official. The correspondent hopes that measures 
will be taken to relieve them from their miserable condition. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 21st April, writing from 

i Inddpur, says that twenty-five armed robbers are said 

Pes 02353 ag eae es to have attacked the village of Kandalgaon, and carried 
Téluke, ondasks Government ®W@Y property to the extent of Rs. 200. Reports 
to appoint a gentleman un- Of the same band having visited Kugaon have also 
connected with the Poona been received. If an efficient police force is not 
Distriet to make enquiries stationed within this t&luka, these occurrences will 
slg increase and the consequences may be serious. In 
concerting measures for the restoration of order, pecuniary considerations alone 
ought not to have much weight, The writer also states that the wages which 


are given to the sick and the maimed employed on relief works recently 


commenced for their benefit are insufficient, and they are slowly dying of 
starvation. He then adds that the land revenue is being collected in the most 
vigorous manner. The animals and moveable property of many cultivators 
have been sold, and in some cases even fields have been put up to auction; yet 
the sum realised has been quite insignificant. This will pretty well indicate to 
what terrible straits the agricultural population has heen reduced. It is strange 
that no remissions are site. in the | assessment. Most of the villages in 
this taluka have been abandoned, and the inhabitants have gone to seek their 
living elsewhere. The deaths which occur among those remaining behind in 
partly abandoned villages are attributed to,diarrhea and not to starvation. 
Mr. Moore, the Collector of Poona, is said to have visited Diksdl on the 16th 
instant. When he was at the railway station, he saw some sickly children 
begging for food. Upon this he wrote to the Mamlatdér to the effect that he 
should see that such children are taken eare of by their parents, and prevent the 
recurrence of such scenes. Fyom this it is quite clear that the higher authorities 
have made up their minds to ignore the existence of famine, and that the 
subordinate officials are perfectly helpless in the matter. Finally, the writer 
asks Government to nominate an independent gentleman to. conduct enquiries 


~ 


into the condition of the people of this taluka. 
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The Mahdrashira Mitra (5) of the 17th April, but received on the 20th, 


| ‘says that it is that the Sohochur newspaper 
Di ves of the action of Calcutta published some matter condemnatory of 
CE ene een the ech, the policy of Government, and that thereupon the 
sovaiiog.” Bengal Government called upon its proprietor to 
furnish security for its future good behaviour. He, 
however, preferred to suppress the reer 4 altogether on account of his 
unwillingness to submit to the terms deman When the Vernacular Press 
Act was passed, it was hoped that since it was passed with the object of check- 
ing the licentious writings of the vernacular , its provisions would not be 
enforced; but the recent action of the Bengal Government would seem to 
indicate that those hopes are doomed to disappointment. The official hierarch 
would be undoubtedly glad if newspa ceased to exist altogether, inasmuc 
as they are the only channel by which their shortcomings can be exposed, and 
it is sin with this view that the recent policy has been inaugurated. In 
conclusion the Mitra says that educated natives write for the newspapers, 
because they have no other occupation to whieh they can turn their attention, 
and that such men will be deprived of the means of earning their livelihood, if 
strong expressions are interpreted as indicative of disloyalty, and if the present 


policy of suppressing newspapers is continued. 


The Dnydn Chakshu (7) of the 23rd April approves of the starting of a 
newspaper in London to advocate Indian interests, and 
Approves of the project’of says that Mr. Knight is in every way qualified to 
Hee aae ta adeunie Indian CODduct it. The natives of India should give him all 
ndon to advocate Indian ° : : ° > 
aici the assistance in their power, in order to enable him 
to carry out the undertaking to a successful issue. 
From the experience which Mr. ‘Knight has acquired during his long residence 
in this country, he has come to the conclusion that the interests of India are 
not safe in the hands of the authorities here. The people in England form their 
opinions from the information which is supplied to them by the officials in 
India; but much mischief is done, because it is conveyed in a manner calculated 
to conceal their own shortcomings. ‘The object of this journal is to acquaint 


the English public with the real condition of India, and to point out defects in 
the Indian administration. 


The Subodha iumaiaa 49) of the ge: April refers to the Syonhon of the 
ndian import duty on cotton goods, and to the 
a ee the reduction of enactment Pot a Factory Law for atin. and observes 
e duty on cotton : : 
impo into India, and that in advocating these measures the merchants of 
advises natives to abstain Manchester are actuated by purely selfish motives. 
from purchasing English They, however, contend that the abolition of the duty 
=. in question would enable them to reduce the price of 
the cloth at present worn hy the ryots of India, and that the passing of a Factor 
Act would benefit the health of the operatives who are now over-worked. It 
must, however, be remembered that the loss caused by the abolition of the duty 
will have to be made up by additional taxation, which must entirely fall on 
those in whose interests this measure is advocated, and that the reduction in the 
number of working hours in the case of mill-operatives will result in their having 
to live on insufficient. wages. It is clear, therefore, that the interests of the 
merchants of Manchester have alone been consulted in the action which 
Government has taken. There is one way of defeating their machinations. 
Every native of India should strictly abstain from wearing English cloth, and 
should give every possible encouragement to the manufacture of indigenous cloth. 
But the writer does not think that this will ever be accomplished. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 20th April says that it appears from the English 
Advocates theenvointment 2°WS Published in the Times of India that the English 
a ec aaes Finance’ Minicher people are dissatisfied with the financial statement 
for India, and says that Yelating to Jndia, and are apprehensive about the 
Government should seriously permanence of the English rule in this country. ‘They 
consider the awful condition ¢onsidey that the Indian administration is conducted 


ot tae tndign finanoee. on an extravagant scale, and allege that the loan 
2N P 26—4 [con 130] | ; 
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expedition has been undertaken for the security of Taipariel interests, 4a 
there is no reason why England should not pay all the expenditure incidental a 
to it. Again, if the Indian Government is not bankrupt, then thereis no a 
necessity for lending it money without interest revere le by instalments at a 
long intervals. From all these considerations they (the glish pople) conclude | a 
that India is not able to bear the cost of the Afghan war, whatever may be the 

reasons which have led to such a lamentable result. Our Indian administrators, 

says the Arunodaya, should deeply ponder over these reflections. The root of 

the evil is to be found in the fact that our ever-¢hanging rulers conduct the a 
administration inthe most reckless and prodigal manner. The present crisis be 
would not have been reached if any settled principle had been observed in the es 


licy of the Government. Our governors should closely follow in the foot- ae 


steps of their predecessors of thirty years ago, who, with “only half the present 
revenues, conducted the whole administration, and constructed elaborate public , Boe” 
works. In conclusion, the Arunodaya with the Pall Mall Gazette in the ae 
desirability of appointing a new Finance Minister for India. ee 


The same alludes to the speech recently delivered by Sir Richard Temple : a 
at a meeting of the Temperance League, and says that ee 
Praises Sir Richard Temple His Excellency deserves all honour for the advice he 


ay ee Were apa abe ig gave to the natives on that occasion. When in the 


drink. height of the famine, our Governor declared that half a 
a seer of rice sufficed for the support pf a native, every : | 
one felt that the statement was not justified by facts, but there can be no o 


difference of opinion with reference to his exhortation to the natives to abstain Br 
from drink. There is, however, little likelihood of its producing the desired “¥ 
effect. The vice of intemperance has taken such deep root among our educated 
men that any advice, however good, will be entirely thrown away. In conclusion, 
the writer advises all educated natives to do their utmost to eradicate this vice 
from amongst them. 


The same refers to the recent changes made in the University curriculum, 
Casentks on the exneseize- and says that His Excellency the Governor deserves 
ness of University education, great praise for the perseverance and energy which 


and says that the prospects he displayed on this occasion, when those changes : a 
Fab: ag are very received the approval of the Senate. The substitution a 


| : of a paper of translations from the student’s vernacu- ees. 
lar qnto English and vice versé, in the place of the unmeaning paraphrase is | Ba 
much commended, but the division of the Bachelor of Arts Examination into a 
two portions is not approved. At present, the University examinations have ae 
been made as stiff and as expensive as possible, and a considerable portion of a 
student’s life is passed in going through their terrible ordeal. The prospects 
even then are very gloomy, A post of 30 rupees is all that a student can look 
up to. The creation of a new degree of Bachelor of Science may be useful, but __ a 
in the present condition of India it will not be productive of much benefit. 
Government imports graduates from England <a appoints them to posts of | Pe 
high emoluments. Even Europeans not so qualified are selected to fill 
important and highly-paid offices, but our native graduates have to send repeated 
applications for an appointment of Rs. 30. This modicum of justice would ~ ee 
never have been meted, but for the interference of His Excellency the Governor. he 
Government declares that it wishes to impart education to the poor, but aaa 
present educational policy is calculated to debar even rich men from 
a g themselves of the advantages of a University education. | 


The Shubha Suchak(15) of the 18th April, but peceiyed on the 2Ist, says that 

; when the Vernacular Press Act was passed, every | 
8 A. the action one imagined that its provisions would never be ae 
the case of the Sonn Pui, enforced, but the recent proceedings of the Bengal 


newspaper of Calcutta. Government against the Soma Prakdsh newspaperof — ? 
Calcutta have entirely dissipated that idea. The Ae 


communication which gave rise to this action may have been unpalatable to 
our rulers, but it is hardly fair to condemn the publisher for the sins of the 
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- eorrespondent. Government would have been praised if it had contented itself 


with merely cautioning the Editor not to offend again in the same manner. 
We are willing to submit to any treatment to which our rulers may subject us, 
but the policy of the Vernacular Press Act is really irritating. If a king 
ill-treat his subjects there is no appeal to a higher authority. Every newspaper 
writer should bear this in mind. } 


The Khdéndesh Waibhaw (17) of the 18th April, but received on the 21st, in 
an article on the Finances of India, repeats many of 
Disspproves of the policy the arguments which have been frequently reported, 
of abo iad the cog to ondsays that the abolition of the import duty on 
oa . mi or. | Sotto goods may, to a certain extent, benefit the 
merchants of Manchester, but it was hardly politic to 
resort to this measure, when by doing so the Government knew that a spirit 
of discontent would be created among its numerous loyal subjects. The 
Government is sadly in need of money as is evident from the rapid manner 
in which it is increasing the national debt. Mr. Bright condemned the 
prodigality of the Indian Government in Parliament, and declared that it was 
not superior to that of Turkey. Under such circumstances it was sheer folly 
to abandon a fruitful source of revenue. The predominating influence which 
the merchants of Manchester have acquired in Indian affairs, and the support 
which their policy is receiving in Parliament shows that there is no chance of 
justice being done to India. Our rulers must, however, remember that they are 
the guardians of this rig! and that the on Lg or misery of its inhabitants 
is entirely in their hands. ‘The writer, therefore, hopes that they will not impose 
any additional taxation, and trusts that the loss resulting from the surrender of 
the duties in question will be made good by retrenchments in the public 
expenditure. 


The Nasik Writta (19) of the 19th April, but received on the 21st, says that 

| it appears from the Amrit Bazar Patrika that the 
Bn a nr sane by Pore newspaper 1s receiving from the Bengal 
carrying matters too far. overnment the same kind of treatment as the Soma 
| Prakash. It does not become our wise and generous 

rulers to exercise their power and authority on the publishers of such silly and 
absurd writings as those which have recently attracted their notice. The policy 
which the Government has been lately pursuing towards the vernacular press 
will deter low and down-trodden natives only from publishing such unmeaning 
nonsense as now and then appears in vernacular newspapers. Finally, the 


pain advises all loyal persons not to irritate their rulers by carrying matters 
too far. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 17th April, 
but received on the 20th, states that a large number 


Asks the police of Umreth : F 
apprehend. the nest o s spcoblers sit at a place on the road leading from 


cau soa “eek datesh' Gua tnesl or to Umreth, and annoy the passers-by. It is 
between that townand Dakor. VOry strange that the police 1s not aware of this. It 
| should, however, make no delay in seizing them. 


‘The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 24th April alludes to the Despatch of 
the Secretary of State with reference to the tortures 
Detiaaoh or on the inflicted by the police on accused persons, and 
State to ay sy . observes that Lord Cranbrook is quite right in stating 
India on the subject of the ‘that this nefarious practice is traceable to the low 
Indian police. class of people from which the men are recruited, as 
well as to the insufficient allowances which they 
receive. But these two pointsalone do not explain the phenomenon. Almost 
all the higher officers of the police belong to the higher classes, and draw large 
salaries. A large portion of the lower offices are held by the lower class of 
Europeans who are well-paid. The infliction of torture and the setting up of 
false witnesses in order to obtain the conviction of innocent persons, are gene- 
rally done by the lower officers, who are induced to act in this manner in order 
secure the good graces of their superiors, and, thereby, to obtain their own 
vancement in the service. The higher officers who are responsible to. Gov- 
ernment for the detection of crime, are desirous that their subordinates should 
_ SNP 26—4 [con me 
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detect the largest number of crimes. But in the entertainment of this desire 
they do not take care that their subordinates do not misconduct themselves, 
at it is said that they sometimes lend support to their wrong acts. Again, 
many Europeans think lightly of the natives, and do not consider it a serious 
matter if they are ill-treated. Those European officers of the police, who 
entertain this opinion, are not likely to notice with severity the misconduct of 
their subordinates towards accused persons of Indian nationality. Such 
complaints in future will be avoided if the higher officers are held responsible to 
some extent for the misconduct of their subordinates. Cases have been known 
where subordinates who have been condemned by courts of law have been 
allowed to remain in the Government service. The higher officers who are 


found to have condoned such conduct ought to be censured by Government. 


The same of the 25th April, in alluding to the report that proposals for 
Says thatthe Indian Gov- levying new taxes and raising loans are under the 
ernment intends to levy new Consideration of the Indian authorities, observes that 
taxes and to raise loans, and notwithstanding the annual increase in the revenues 
hopes that this may not be from taxation and other sources, the expenditure of 
Comm the administration exceeds the income. This state of 
things has led to the entertainment of proposals for raising more revenue. 
Hitherto it was the policy of Government to impose taxes in such a manner 
that they did not fall heavily on any particular class of people. But this 
policy is now departed from, as is evident from the manner in which the license- 
tax has been levied. The people are already overburdened with taxes, and 
are not able to pay them. It is, therefore, to be hoped that Government will 
give up the proposals for ee new taxes. The increasing expenses of the 
administration, however, must be met; and this may be’ done by effecting 
savings in the current expenditure of the empire for which there is ample scope. 


In noticing the statement that the Educational Department of this Presi- 
dency closed several schools and refused to open new 
Biyres ons ste cn th, Ones, the same of the 26th April observes that the 
Béandbeall” ekpenaitnn of Director of Public Instruction states that the income 
this Presidency, and how of the department is not sufficient to meet its require- 
additional funds may bemade ment. But it must be remembered that the Gov- 
available ae oe spread Of ornment contribution to the department was not 
pire. f ecoearen materially lessened, in consequence of the famine, nor 
was the aid which was received from the classes which suffered most from that 
calamity large; and yet it may have happened as the Director says. But 
before curtailing the means of imparting popular education, was any enquiry 
made asto whether the expenses of the de artment could be curtailed in some 
other direction than those taken by the Director ? If careful enquiries had 
been instituted on this point, he would have certainly found out that economy 
could be practised without abolishing schools. Even admitting that English- 
men are required to teach the English language, the number of Europeans 
employed in the Educational Department can be reduced, and the vacancies 
filled up by natives without disadvantage. Again, the large salaries of those 
Europeans who would be continued in the service may also be reduced. Further 
reduction may be conveniently made in the rents of some of the school- 


buildings which cost a great deal. If plain buildings are built for schools, they 
will cost less than the rents paid at present. 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 21st April, in pointing out the necessity of 


Pease effecting reductions in the expenditure, in order to 
sheoia ns — make sufficient funds available for the construction of 
loans. remunerative works, observes that the means pointed 


+ out m some quarters for meeting this expenditure 
deserve consideration. It is recommended that the administrative expenditure, 
particularly the Home charges, should be reduced, and that England should 
guarantee the debt of India. England possesses vast fsavings,. for which she 
cannot realize even two and a half per cent. interest. She ought to have no 
objection to give credit to India. If the Imperial guarantee is given for loans 
contracted on account of India, the debt of India which bears 4 or 44 er cent. 
interest, can be easily paid off by loans at three per cent. England an a are 
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mutually benefited by their connection with each other; and hence the former 
ought to give the required guarantee. For several years past this question has 
been discussed, but without any result. It ought, therefore, to be taken before 
Parliament; and it behoves the natives to memorialize on the subject. A 
single petition might not succeed in obtaining the concession; but it would 
certainly elicit the opinion of that tribunal on the subject; which of itself is no small 
benefit. | : : | 


The same of the 22nd April, im alluding to the discontinuance of the Soma 


| Prakésh newspaper of Bengal, observes that since it 
PIP terest menee — ‘ has ceased to exist, the Publisher and Editor have been 
issue, its Publisherand Editor called upon to pass a bond for their future 


ought not to be called upon behaviour. Thisis not right. If the law directs that 
to pass a bond. the bond should be taken even when the defaulting 
paper had ceased to exist, the requisite change ought to be made in it. 


The same of the 23rd April, in describing the case lately decided by the 


Sessions Judge of Thana, in which three constables of 
_ geo" iset x0 the G. I. P. Railway Police were found guilty of 
pati etal Rion a ‘n torturing, observes that instances of the police of this 
order to make them confess country torturing accused persons are frequently met 


the crimes with which they with. It, however, takes care not to leave behind 
— ee pe and laments this sions of the tortures inflicted. Hence, if accused 
—_ ” persons escape from the clutches of the police without 
receiving serious injuries, they are considered fortunate. They are subjected 
to such torture that deaths are known to have occurred. It is to be regretted 
that the higher officers of the police help their subordinates to conceal the 
crimes with which they are eharged. 


The same of the 25th April, in noticing the motion made on the 4th 
instant by the Earl of Shaftsbury in the House of 


a ie, eateretne of Lords, that Her Imperial Majesty be he to 
neashire withselfishnessfor ; | ; : 
stiaapiian to sek» Pactory instruct the Government of India to enact a Factory 


Act for the mills of that country, observes that it was 
cr never expected that the mill-owners of Lancashire 
would Be so selfish as to injure the interests of the people of India, who had done 
so much to relieve the distress which prevailed among their mill-operatives in 
the late American war. These merchants obtained the repeal of a portion of 
the import duties on cotton goods at a time when India had suffered from famine 
for three successive years. Not satisfied with this injury, they now want to get 
a Factory Act enacted for this country under the garb of humanity to the mill- 


Act enacted for India. 


operatives here, who are quite happy under the existing state of things, and 
whose condition the proposed law would make worse. , 


Tha Rést Goftér (50) of the 20th April exhorts the people of Bombay to 
re attend the meeting which is to be held shortly to 
Se the preeie of protest against the policy of abolishing the import 
y to attend in lar E os : 4 
numbers to the meeting to P duty on cotton gouds, and hopes that this meeting 
held shortly for protesting will be largely attended to give the occasion the 
_Sgainst the abolition of the greatest possible importance. The attention of all 
import duty on cotton goads. Fnoland is drawn towards the insolvency of the 
Indian treasury; and the people there and their organ the press have taken 
alarm. The public debt is increasing and the whole country continues to suffer 
from poverty. Several questions on this subject are to be shortly discussed in 
Parliament. At such a juncture the friends of India in England ought to *get 
due support from this country. If the Indians fail to lend this support, they 
would be considered as not deserving of sympathy for their misfortunes. 


The same observes that Sir Stafford Northcote bas again announced in the 

Wishes House of-Commons, that Government has no intention 

war ey an oy sas of sending an army to Cabul. It is clear, however, 

close at once. ~ “that there must have been some object in ordering the 
march of the forces from Candahar and Gandama 


‘It would not be surprizing were the Ministry to deny almost up to the last 
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havi issued orders for sending the expedition, and to admit their giving ing orders 
ohik he opposition has had time to cool down. But it ought not to happen 
thus. This wearisome war ought to be brought toa close at once, as there is 
no benefit from its continuance, and as it will only lead to more heavy 


expenditure. 


The same requests the Bombay Government to give its immediate attention 
to the cry of distress which has arisen from all | 
Requests the Bombay of this Presidency. From the time the Government 


Gonmaees oS woke ae a committed the mistake of recovering the land assess- 
extent of the distress prevau- , the cultivators 


vag in this Presideney, andto ™ment even when famine was ragin 
aig iahavares for its relief. of land have been gradually refused to poverty; and 


their condition is now so wretched as to necessitate 
the immediate adoption of strong measures. It behoves the authorities to 
ascertain the extent of the distress, and to adopt measures for its mitigation. 


The same, in alluding to the dacoities which have been committed during 
Observes that it seems ‘2¢ last two months, and which are still being com- 
probable that the distress ‘titted in the Deccan, observes that it seems probable 
prevailing in the Deccan has that the distress prevailing in that province has led 
compelled the Ramoshis to the Rémoshis to commit these ravages. The English 
pewror teneguag yt succeeded in vanquishing the Pindharis and in making 
the lives and properties of their subjects secure. But of late reports are 
uently atvad of daeoits having plundered villagesin the Deccan. It is 
stated that in the Sholdpur District, a gang of forty robbers has, within the 
period of ten days, attacked two villages, disarmed the police in two others, 
severely beaten a Marwari sowkdr in another, and plundered a sixth. Again, 
another gang was so bold as to visit asuburb of the city of Poona. The 
sowkars of that place have received anonymous letters threatening to kill them 
if they refused to give the money that was demanded. The road from Poona 
to Mahdbaleshvar is not considered safe from robbers, and mounted policemen 
are made to patrol it. The Rdmoshis were hereditary professional robbers, but 
they had of late given up their habit and taken to the peaceful occupation of 
cultivation. They now complain ‘of want of food. ‘Their creditors have sold 
their lands, and they have conseyuently no occupation, and hence they have 
taken to this kind of life. It is well Government has appointed a Commission 
to enquire into their condition. 


The same, in exhorting the people to lend support to the proposal of 
Mr. Robert Knight to pyblish a paper in Peatnadt 


Recommends the people to for, advoeating Indian interests, obser t 
lend support to Mr. Robert . advocating ean if ybserves that the 


Pgs | Government of India has now passed into the hands 
a Mead tevlronk of the authorities in England. They rule India 
ing Indian interests. ' ‘means of the telegraph, and in Imperial questions the 
Governor General and the Governors have to submit 
to their orders. The head of the ministerial party has, according to his Asiatic 
propensities, grown mad after Imperialism, and Be converted a large number 
of his supporters in Parliament to his own views, and has given Parliamentary 
power the appearance of wilfulness. India has been complaining of this change 
in the policy of England for some time past. Again, she has yet to obtain 
many concessions. ‘T'o assist her in obtaining them, the attempt of Mr, Knight, 
who possesses great experience in Indian journalism, will prove very useful. 


The Yajddn Parast (52) of the 20th April is grateful to His Excellency the 

Governor for inviting native gentlemen of rank and 
tas? Bad that His Excellency position to evening parties gt Government House. 
pans sy cay ving nat‘ve Sir Richard Temple is the first Governor of this Presi- 
at Government ees" ** dency who has held assemblies for natives, and His 


meetings will enable His Excellency to know the character of the native gentry, 
as well as to make its loyalty firm. Natives are very grateful to those who act 
in @ friendly manner to them. The latest exhibition of gratitud their part 
was in the case of the Honourable Mr. Gibbs. It is to he hoped that 
successors of Sir Richard Temple will continue this Jaudable practice. — 


Excellency deserves praise for his kindness. These | 
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The same considers as unjust the provision of the Abkéri Law which enacts 


Considers that the provision 
in the Abk4fri Law for con- 
fiscating the vehicles and 
animals used in the convey- 
ance of smuggled toddy or 
country spirits should be 


repealed 
conveyance of toddy or 


that when toddy or country spirit is discovered as 
being smuggled, the same, together with the pots in 
which it is, as well as the vehicles and ani used. 
for its conveyance, shall be considered to have 
escheated to Government. This provision may so 
a as to deprive a cartman of his cart and bullocks, 
if he be employed by a smuggler for the surreptitious 


spirits. The class to which these carriers belong, are, 


as a rule, ignorant of the Abkdéri Law; and it would be unjust to deprive them 


of their only means of livelihood if they are held responsible for the crime of 
others, This defect should be remedied. 


The same prays His Excellency the Governor to send back the famine- 


Prays His Excellency the 
Governor to send the famme- 
stricken people of Kathidwar, 
who are collected in Bombay, 
back to their country, and 
adopt there some measures 
for their relief, 


stricken people of Kaéthidwdér, who have collected in 
Bombay in large numbers, to their native country, 
and to do something for their relief. Most of them 
are cultivators, whose wheat crops were destroyed 
partially by locusts and insects, and who have been 
driven out of their holdings by their hard-hearted 
creditors. They present a pitiable sight, and in 


wandering through the streets in search of food they become liable to fever, 
cholera, or small-pox, which they may communicate to others. It is hoped, 
therefore, that Sir Richard will judge it expedient to send them back to their 
native land, and to adopt appropriate measures for their relief, which His 
Excellency is extremely qualified to do from his past experience with reference 
to famines. (The Bombay Samdchér (47) of the 23rd April also requests Gov- 
ernment either to adopt measures to prevent the famine-stricken people of 
Kathidwér collected in Bombay from giving rise to some epidemic, or to send 
them back to their native country, and compel the native princes of that 
province to adopt measures for their relief). 


In alluding to the recent changes made by the Syndicate of the Bombay 


Requests the Syndicate of 
the Bombay University to set 
at the Matriculation a paper 
in translation and another in 
English composition. 


University in the Matriculation Examination, the Loka 
Mitra (54) of the 20th April observes that it has been 
ruled that a candidate should be asked either to 
paraphrase an extract in English, or if he prefers, to 
translate an extract either from Mardthi into English 


or vice versé. This ruling appears unobjectionable at 


first sight; but on consideration it will not bear examination. Experience has — 


shown that many students can paraphrase a sentence without understanding its 
meaning. Hence, the test of paraphrasing is not sound. It may be either 
altogether struck out and re-placed by an exercise in composition; or, if the 
Syndicate does not like to do this, it should at all events set a paper in para- 
p and another in translation, and should not leave it optional with the 
candidate to select either, as the translation is a pretty accurate test of a 
person’s knowledge of a language. (The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the same date 
also highly approves of the change recently made in the Matriculation Examina- 
tion, that one of the examination papers should contain a piece in the 
vernacular of the candidate for translation into English. The Mitra also 
observes that a candidate must possess a sound knowledge of his vernacular in 
order to oer this test. But the study of the vernacular school-series alone will 
not enable him to do this; and, hence, it is desirable that some other books 
which would attain that object should be taught in the schools). 


As regards the changes introduced by the Syndicate in the FA. 
Makes observations on the Examination, the same observes that formerly a 
es introduced by che Candidate was required to keep three terms at an Arts 
Syd of the Bombay College, whereas now he is required to keep only two. 
tion for the BA ee ™* This change is objectionable. The subjects of study 
sbi meen being the same, the time within which they are to be 
learnt is shortened, and consequently the candidate will not get sufficient time to 
study well, The changes made in the B.A. Examination are also inappropriate. 


re 1g no necessity nde ag two examinations for this degree. One 
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would do as well. — ,no paper in should be set at the second 
examination, if the candidate has been strictly examined in the same subject at 
the F.A. and the first B.A, Further, the reading in mathematics has been 
considerably increased for the first examination for this degree. Some 
candidates, for several reasons, cannot attain proficiency in mathematics, 
and hence they should not be debarred from attaining the degree, if they pass 
creditably in other subjects. The writer makes a few more remarks in the same 
strain. 


The Deshi Mitra (55) of the 17th April, but received on the 20th, observes, 
in its usual witty and jocular style, that Parliament 


asked why the whole of the import duty on cotton 


goods was not repealed? ‘This threatening question 
elicited the reply 


that the duty on coarse goods was 
abolished, and that the duty on the remainder would be gradually repealed. 


The answer has satisfied Parliament; but India is much concerned to see that 
a partial abolition has inflicted on her an annual loss of twenty lacs of rupees, 
and that the complete repeal will cause a further loss of eighty lacs. It isa 


great misfortune to her that the people of England have in this matter attended 


Laments the abolition of 
the import duty on ‘cotton 


only to their own interests, without considering those of India. If ry ese 
will not look with compassion on the condition of India, her miseries will know 


no bounds. 


The Samsher Bahddur (56) of the 16th April, but received on the 20th, 
revives the old complaint, that the dispensation of 
Prays Government to justice in British courts of law is very expensive, 
cheapen the dispensation of ‘and prays Government to make it cheap. The great 
ustice in British courts of ‘ hi i ee aa 
meal expensiveness of civil justice is a by-word, and several 
persons either give up their claims or compound them 
out of court in order to avoid going to law. Poor persons put up quietly with 
assaults and trivial offences, in consequence of their inability to buy a stamped 
paper on which complaints must be written. This state of things is not 
creditable to the benevolent British Government. The Samsher also advocates 
that all taxes, except the land-assessment, should be abolished, and this step 
will enable Government to do away with the expenditure incurred for the 
maintenance of many departments required for their collection. It also prays 


Government to pass a law making it bay: for Vakils and advocates to receive 
more remuneration than is sanctioned by law. 


The Broach Samdchdr (68) of the 17th April, but received on the 2ist, 

complains that the patients of the Civil Hospital at 

that station are not properly tended and fed. Dr. 

are neglected. Johnston, the Civil Surgeon in charge of the Hospital, 

is a kind gentleman, but his subordinates take 

advantage of his good nature, and do not discharge their duties properly. The 

food served is usually bad and scanty, and medicines are not served timely. 
Government is earnestly requested to remove these complaints. 


The same censures Mr. Pritchard, the Commissioner of Customs, for not 
redressing the grievance of the sellers of country 
spirits at Pl During his recent visit to that 
station they waited upon him, but could only see him 
when he came out .of his residence to proceed to the 


en that the patients 
of the Civil Hospital at Broach 


Censures Mr. Pritchard, 
the Commissioner of Customs, 
for not reducing the number 
of gallons of country spirits 


wits the liquor-sellers of railway station to to Bombay. They represented 
at —_ typ oarnireg purchase their grievance to him; and in reply Mr. Pritchard 


said that the number of gallons which they are required 
to purchase at certain intervals would not be uced. Thusgthe unfortunate 
ers could get no redress from the Commissioner, whose conduct towards 
them has been very arbitrary. This ought not to be the case under the paternal 
British rule. These dealers have many gallons in their stores which they are 
willing to sell at a loss, but there are no purchasers. It behoves the kind British 
povernment to grant them redress for their grievance. There isno reason wh 
t : number of ns they are required to purchase should not be nie 
when the same has been done in the case of the liquor-sellers of Surat. 


| 


\ 
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Municipalities. 


The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 17th April, but received on the 
debi thi. Maaialpeliay of 20th, censures the Municipality of Ahmedabad for not 
Ahmedabad to be particular Preventing such of the rich people of the place as 
in prohibiting persons from possess horses and cattle, from Lie. Sai in large 
storing large quantities of quantities in the populated parts of the town. e 
grass in populated parts of (Qo rnoration ought not to be so careless in a matter 
soda which endangers life and property. Instances have 
frequently occurred of fires resulting from carelessness in this matter. There 
ought to be a separate place for storing such inflammable articles as gunpowder, 
sulphur, kerosine, turpentine, oil, ghee, matches ;. and it ought to be outside the 
town. Persons who wish to keep in store large quantities of grass, should be 
compelled to store it outside, and not in the city. The attention of the 
Municipality is requested to this subject. 


The Yajddén Parast (52) of the 20th April does not think it just that the 

_. Municipality of Bombay should permit Government 

Siege yee aR ogee buildings to be supplied with water at three-fourths 

saci fall weterrate on Of the rate levied from the public. It is said that the 

Government buildings. meeting of the Justices of the Peace allowed Govern- 

: ment buildings to be supplied at that rate, and hence 

the present Corporation should not increase it. But the latter is quite a new 

body, which is not bound to adhere to what was done by its predecessor. It 

has already permitted Government buildings to be assessed on exceptionally 

favourable terms, and, therefore, it might have levied the full water-rate at once. 

But instead of doing so, it has called for the opinion of counsel on the subject. 

This is not right, as common sense teaches that Government is as much bound 
as the public to pay the full rate. 


Native States. 


The Samsher Bahadur (56) of the 16th April, but received on the 20th, 

| says that the kolis of Chumél cannot now-a-days 

Requests the Gaekw4d to plunder in British territory without being discovered 
protect pilgrims in his State. . 

from the attacks of robbers, #04 punished, and, hence, they have selected the 

Gdekwdd’s country as a field for their nefarious trade. 

Many pilgrims to the Bhoyani and Sankheshwar fairs were attacked by thieves 

and denuded of their effects. The writer asks where are the highly-paid 

officials of the Géekw4di State, and why do they not protect the pilgrims from 

robbers? The writer requests the Gdekwdd*'to adopt strong measures for the 

suppression of these marauders. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
| ‘Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
80th April 1879. 
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REPORT 
NATIVE PAPERS 
For the Week ending 3rd May 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA'THI. 

The Indu PrakAsh .......sessecesessoeees Bombay ............ 
Native Opinion .........scsscccesceseee] DO crecesceeeee 
Bodha Sudhakar ......cccccsccssoeees] DO. — seveeveceess 
Dnydn Chakshw...........csesseceerees| POODS csseeessceseees 
DryGnodaya .......csseseeesseeeesereee| DOMDAY ......0cc000 
PI HONOR. coo cake ssececasnsesccecsss] © OOMMsnsvaccsceseess 
Subodha Patrik ................s.ses| Bombay .........0.. 

MARA ‘THI. 

TW BOUIN bavicsnceveissee cnc sen ses cect HOMMM cee gseiecesees 

» Belgaum Samfchér ..,...............| Belgaum............ 
Nydya Sindhu et OE I Ahmednagar ...... 
Shubha Suchak.............sccsssecses| SACATB....scescecees 
BBLOACRTY 665.2 0ce50.0cccceccdescenes] SROMADUL - cercecece 
Khaéndesh Waibhaw ...............| Dhulia ............ 
eR NI cine 50s asesnneen’s ore cereccees 
BURR PERRIN ci cccecsscsccecsivcecicoo} INGMEK cavensies acess 
Hitechchhu ...c...cscceccecrecesveeee| Kal&dgi .......00000 
Satya Shodhak ... .......sccecssseeeee] RAtNGQITI ......00. 
BEE PIS, 5s. cscnncoessses¢scoonseel LUM ssceseqensoesss 
Dhérw&r Writta .......ss00sseeree+] DR&TWSP......c000ee 
Nagar Sam&chér ..........+0-.+-...| Ahmednagar ....., 
I oa vec vas sdcereslsssacsucesh MOMMMa sb sccacccseas: do 
Swadesh Mitra ..........sseseeessese+] BOMDAY ..+..+000+++| Tri-weekly... 
Sanmérg Darshak .........00+..+.++.+.| Mudhol ............] Weekly 
Dny4n Shgar isvalsalessicadupieaasedons Kolhfpur iiebeses 
Pandhari Writta gle tapdanouaensyeets Pandbarpur névene 
Mélvan Saméchér Joncatapitotedened sak NEMA ca siesinsy se 
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MARA’THI—continued. 
The Nibandha M&I&.........+00..0..sce00s 


a 


Bombay ......+0.... 
Ali 


Dnyfn Wistér sc canada 
= Wits Wethee 2 ! tY: 
ANGLO-GUJARA'TI.: 

The Surya Prak&sh ...............s00.0000. 
a SAUMUR urissccsecccucseeccerdides 
GUJARATI. 

The Gujarat Mitra ..............sse0000. 
» Bombay Samichér.................... 
J&me Jamsed ........cecesecseeeee. 
Akhbfre Sowdagar ................ 


nc ca cicdcs 


q 


a Ahmedabad ...... 
Surat .... 
Bombay 


t ] 


‘ 
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Vajdén Parast ..............00000. 
RMS MEROUI So ocen dis fap idecss conse 
Deshi Mitra .................0.s000 
Samsher Bahadur ................. 
Ahmedabad Saméchér ........... 


Do. 
Do. 
PUNE ecgusennes 

Ahmedabad 
D 


0. 


Kaira Wartamén ................. 
Broach Wartam4n .............. 


Kaira ...... 
Broach 
Kaira ...... 


Bombay ... 


Késide Mumbai ................. 
Gujarét Sam&ch4r ............... 
Broach Bambohéee rev 
D&ndio Re pSNEy ass Gdiws. «css ousvegbiusses 
Dnyén Wardhak pciwecue 


Sede: Oe 


es 
Surat ...... 
Do. 
Broach ........ 


Broach ........ 
Surat PSP BENS eee 


‘ 


Tri- Weekly. Xs 
Weekly 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


place in the Legislative Council on the second read- 
Makes observations on the . ing of the Bombay Irrigation Bill, and observes that 
debate which oi . ony the Honourable Murarjee Goculdds was the onl 
= — rin Sa of the Native Non-Official Member present. From the little 
Bombay Irrigation Bill. respect which is paid to the arguments of the Native 

Members, the absence of the Honourable Syed El Droos 
and the Chief of Phaltan is not a matter of much regret, but since the Bill is 
applicable to the mofussil only, and those gentlemen come from the same quarter, 
their presence would not have been entirely valueless. Here the writer gives 
the substance of the chief arguments used by the Honourable Mr. Murarjee, and 
observes that in replying to him, an Honourable Member said that the objections 
urged had been carefully considered in the Select Committee, and that an 
further discussion about them was undesirable. Upon this the Indu Prakdsh 
remarks that if if was intended that the discussion of any Bill should terminate 
with the report of the Select Committee, the legislature would not have directed 
it to be again brought forward before the whole Council. Another Honourable 
Member said that irrigation works were constructed solely for the benefit of 
cultivators, and they should, therefore, not grumble if they have to pay for 
them. But it must be remembered that the advantages derivable from such 
works are by no means so transparent or visible as those which are rendered b 
Municipalities. Again, it was urged by one of the Official Members that the 
imposition of compulsory water-rate was determined upon on account of the 
financial exigencies of the State, but we fail to perceive any connection between 
a compulsory water-rate and the financial exigencies of the State. In discussing 
the clause about forced labour, Colonel Merriman declared; that the Collectors 
of Districts would be the persons most fitted to decide as to whom the word 
labourer should be made applicable. The Indu Prakdsh considers that the 
Collectors will not have the requisite leisure to settle this question personally, 
and if it is left to the discretion of their subordinates, much oppression will be 
the result. In conclusion the writer hopes that all these objections will be 
carefully considered when the Bill is brought up for the third reading. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 27th April, in an article on Indian Finance, 

Save that reduction of 827% that when the Government of India was trans- 
sapendhare idthe only means ‘ferred from the Company to the Queen, it was 
by which an equilibrium can epeery thought that Indian affairs had been mis- 
be established between in- managed, that the Company had paid too much 
tamee 4; expenditure of the attention to its own interests, and that nothing had 
bin secs been done for the security of the Empire, or for the 
happiness of the people. Since then improvements in these directions have 
n going on at an accelerating speed ; but had this been done on a reasonable 
scale and at a moderate cost, the present financial difficulties would not have 
intervened. The state of things is so bad, that although the people have borne 
meekly, and are still bearing with equanimity all the taxes which their rulers 
choose to impose, yet the revenue is not equal to the expenditure. The heavy 
charges on account of famines, war and exchange operations have immensely 
added to the embarrassments of Government. Since the imposition of the 
license-tax, it has been pretty well ascertained that all the available means for 
increasing the revenue have been exhausted. Under these circumstances the 
Government in England has turned its attention to the finances of India, and 
the Opinion expects great advantages to flow from the action which may be 
taken. Here the writer quotes from a letter which appeared recently in the 
I'vmes of India, from which it appears that the officials at the India Office are 
thinking of increasing the Indian revenues by enlarging the area of indirect 
taxation, and by empowering the Local Governments to borrow funds for remu- 
nerative public works. ‘lhe Opinion does not believe that the above suggestions 
will be useful. Reduction of expenditure is the only means by which an 
equilibrium will be established between income and expenditure. if irrigation 
works are constructed to suit the conveniences of the agricultural popul 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 28th April notices the discussion which took 


and if those who are benefited by them are allowed to exercise some control 
over them, then perhaps they might prove remunerative. 


The same in another article ats the substance of the recent changes made 
in the University curriculum, and says among other 
Says that provision should things, that if it is really the intention of Government 


be made in the Deccan and D 
Elphinstone Colleges for the to encourage the study of Natural Science, some 


, suitable provision for teaching it effectively should be 
ag AOR rORNE made tn the Deccan and Elphinstone Colleges. Both 
these institutions at present are deficient in this respect, and it is to be hoped 
that measures will be soon taken to remove this defect, although it may be 
necessary to ineur a considerable outlay. 


The Dnydén Prakash (8) of the 1st May gives the substance of the case 


iis tiie: es cidininis hen recently tried by the Sessions Judge of Théna, in 
inany way aided or abetted Which three police constables were convicted of 
the parties implicated in the torturing an innocent individual, and observes that 
case of police torture recently since a Commission was appointed to report on the 
we eS Judge numerous grain robberies which happened on the 
elt with according to law. G+ I. P. Railway during famine, the police came to 
believe that Government would not disapprove of its 
conduct, so long as it seized any persons as being the authors of those robberies, 
whether they were the real perpetrators or not. This understanding of the 
police is, however, erroneous, as will appear from the action which His 
Excellency the Governor has taken on two recent occasions. If Government 
were to notice instances of police torture with becoming severity, such 
cases will seldom oceur. In conclusion the Dnydn Prakdsh suggests that if it. 
really be the intention of Government to put down this kind of oppression, it 
should severely punish all persons who in any way aided or abetted the parties 
implicated in this case, or prevented them from being brought to justice. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 27th April, in discussing the provisions of the 


New Irrigation Bill, says that “im & years ago the 


Disapproves of the clauses reyenue of India amounted to thirty krores of rupees, 
relating to forced labour and whereas it is now double that amount, and yet the 
compulsory water-rate in the 


new Irrigation Bill, and ad- ational debt is increasing at an accelerating speed. ) 


vocates the introduction of a If the reason of this state of things was enquired into, 
permanent settlement. our Government would reply that this enormous 
| | outlay has been incurred in constructing public works, 

and as they are all capable of yielding a profit after payment of their expenses, 

there need be no fear on the score of the vastness of, the national debt. This 
view may seem plausible at first sight, but on consideration it will be found to 
be erroneous. Under former Governments the land belonged absolutely to its 
owner, but now’this is changed, and the English Government has become the 
sole proprietor, Hence the ryots are not interested in increasing the produc- 
tive powers of the soil, and it is gradually deteriorating. The duty of making 
canals has, therefore, devolved on Government, To make them remunerative, a 
compulsory water-rate has been levied on the cultivators, through whose lands 
_ the canal may pass. But this is not all. Government still reserves to itself the 

power of increasing the land assessment at periodical intervals, and of forcin 
the inhabitants in the neighbourhood to woik i case their services are venient 
on an emergency in repairing the canal. This policy is very extraordinary, but 
our. position precludes us from ¢ondemning it. In conclusion the Arunodaya 
advocates the introduction of a permanent settlement, and believes that both 
Government and the people will be mutually benefited by it. 


The Jagan Mitra (12) of the 28th April refers to the transfer of Rungrao 


Bhimajee, the Huztir Deputy Collector of Ratndgiri, 


Praises Bungrao Bhimajee to Dhd and observes that during his four years’ 
= = ° or -— Mi a, senure of office at the former station, bs digelinegid his 
Deputy Collector of Rai duties in the most exempl and praiseworth 

ep Rainé. . ie $5 sd 
giri. | = memaaa tae ees he go er a 
‘ cued e was diligent in attending to the wants of the 
ee - In whatever situation he was placed, he earned the approbation 
of his superior officials, ‘His departure is much regretted in Ratndgiri, 

24 P3—5 [con 183] 7 
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‘ The Belgawm Samaciur (13) of the 20th April refers to the transfer of 
Mr. Richardson, the Huzir Deputy Collector, to Poona, 

Says that Mr. Richardson and says that during his three and a half years’ tenure 
ve satisfaction to the in- of office in Belgaum, he gave satisfaction to all who 
abitants . pe in the had any business with him. In the management of 
managemer in collecting ho Municipal affairs and in levying the license-tax, he 
license-tax. | exhibited t tact, skill and judgment. His 
treatment of the people was so kind and considerate 

that he will be long remembered by the inhabitants of Belgaum. The 
departure of such an official is a source of great sorrow to the people of that 


station. 


The same says that a iar kind of malignant fever has been committing 
readful havoc in the Rowthera Maratha Country, and 
Says that a peculiar type that of the deaths which have occurred during the 
of fever prevails in the Sou- last two years, seven-eighths are attributable to this 
pres Maratha po goon’ eos cause, it is strange that the ravages of this visitor 
po ath rg vw nedicines for Bave not attracted the notice of Government, nor do 
curing it. any measures appear to have been taken to arrest its 
progress. ‘T'he ordinary medicines which are effective 
in curing fevers are of no use in the case of this particular type. It is to be 
hoped that Government will order appropriate medicines to be distributed in 
localities where there may be need for them. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 27th April says that Dr. Fraser, the Railway 
Magistrate, visited Sholdpur on the 25th April, for the 
Remarks onthe mannerin disposal of six criminal cases which were awaiting 
which Dr. Fraser disposed of trial, He arrived there early in the morning at forty 
six criminal cases at Shola- : ; 
pur, minutes past four, and left that station for Poona at 
— past six; so his stay in Sholdpur did not 
extend beyond an hour and thirty-five minutes. It is evident, therefore, that 
he was on an average engaged for sixteen minutes in trying each case. In 
stating the above circumstances, the Kalpataru ironically remarks that if other 
Judges were to imitate Dr. Fraser in discharging their Jaties, much benefit will 
accrue to Government. ‘The whole judicial work of the Presidency would be 
done by a fewer number of Judges, and reductions in the public services will not 
prove so injurious as they do now. The services of professional practitioners 


will no longer be necessary, and this in itself will be a great boon to the people. 


The Khdndesh Waibhaw (17) of the 25th April alludes to ‘the Commission 
. appointed to report on the disturbances prevailing in 
Says that independent the Deccan, and observes that the object with which 


_— sar cg wg vg this measure has been taken is not apparent. Govern- 
en nomina on e VOm- : 1 1aQ] 
wishin aipiiced WS topert ment has frequently appointed Commissions on former 


on the ‘dake 4. occasions, but they have never done anything for the 
pc hiie Dern nn. hacia of the eyok’. Bi is i tated Whint the Odianiis- 

: sioners should apprehend the disturbers and bring 
them to justice, the end aimed at will not be attained. Here the writer takes 
exception to the appointment of some of the Commissioners, and says that 
independent native gentlemen should have been nominated on the Commission. 


Government will never come to know the actual condition of the population 
until this is done. 


The Hitechchhu (20) of the 27th April says that great injustice has been 
Obdiiicas on eS gree in filling up the post of Shirasteddér to the 
which the ek of Shinnnan Senior Assistant Judge of Kalddgi. It. has been 
of the Senior Assistant Judge bestowed on a Kérkin drawing Rs. 30 in one of the 
of Kaladgi has been filled up. courts at Belgaum. He is unacquainted with the 
bl : English language, a knowledge of which is indispen- 
‘al for the eee discharge of the duties appertaining to the office of 
tedér. By the appointment of this man, the claims of several deserving 

e | : 


intm 
Servants of Government bes » been passed over. 
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~ The Shiwdji (25) of the 25th April, but received on the 28th, refers to the 

pee ofthe appoint. Commission appointed to enquire into the causes 

se PPV ne Commeecion Which have led to the present disturbances in the 
gents On Vommission. : 
appointed to report on the Deccan, and observes that the appointments on the 
disturbances prevailing inthe Commission are not satisfactory. It is somewhat 
Deccan, A onnte for strange that the officials charged with the duty of 
a — keeping order should be asked to report on the un- 
settled state of the country within their jurisdiction. Formerly R4moshis, Bhils 
and other wild people were not allowed to leave their villages without permis- 
sion. This practice has been discontinued, and the liberty accorded to them of 
roaming over the country has made them fearless. A return to the old state of 
things 1s much desirable. Again, the wretched condition of the population in 
the Deccan is attributable to the rigorous nature of the forest laws, the exorbi- 
tant character of the land assessment, and the high prices which have prevailed 
for a long period. These causes have rendered subsistance extremely difficult, 
and hence the people have taken to creating disturbances. As long as our 
present race of officials obstinately adhere to their own ill-judged opinions, 
the state of the agricultural population will continue miserable, and until some 
improvement is mude in this respect,-these disorders will crop up at all times. 
In conclusion the Shiwdji advises Government to allow villagers to keep 
arms for the purpose of defending themselves until peace is thoroughly restored. 


{The Mahdrashira Mitra (5) of the 24th April, but received on the 27th, in — 


an article on the same subject gives expression to similar views, and adds that 
Government should start publie works in order to afford employment to Bhils, 
Mangs and Ramoshis. These people have taken to committing robberies and 
dacoities because they have no occupation.) 


The Swadesh Mitra (26) of the 1st May says that it is the opinion of far- 
Save that the Poon, ‘@bted European officials that the disturbances now 
Bramhans have no connection Prevailing in the Deccan have been instigated by 
with the disturbances in the 8SOme Bramhans in Poona from political motives; but 
Deccan, and believes that it is strange that it does not seem to have occurred to 
mes | rage er m the any one to think of the deterioration of the soil, the 
DUTIES Ose BPeR Ha se Ma of the ryot, and the poverty of the 
masses as likely to have led to such lamentable results. Those who have eyes 
to see and ears to hear should travel in the famine-stricken territory, and satisfy 
themselves of the wretched condition of the population by actual observation. 
Again, it must not be forgotten that the Rémoshis and the Bhils usually attack 
annocent villagers, and do not plunder Government treasuries, or in any way 
inflict losses on Government, This shows that their raids are not directed 
against Government, 


A correspondent of the Din Bandhu (34) of the 22nd April, but received on 
Maids ihiniaats ne the 28th, says that the present times are very strange. 
statecftheaast., ti‘ 8 s when one does not hear of 
te. of the country. y aay pone : 
Sica robberies, insolvencies and treacheries. Trade is 
rapidly declining, and those. who make their living by it are in a destitute 
condition, Agriculture has become unprofitable owing to various causes. The 
largest portion of the public revenue is derived from aed two sources, and if 
they ultimately fail, the loss to the Government will be great indeed. Our 
administrators should lose no time in investigating the causes which have led 
to the present depressed state of commerce and agriculture. In conclusion the 
writer believes that the regeneration of India will be effected by imparting 
technical education to the lower classes, and by destroying the rigid caste system 
which has done so much to bring about the ruin of the country. 


The Sudarshan (37) of the 26th April refers to the meeting held in 
a _.. Sholépur to present rewards to the policemen who 
oa a the Dissening were instrumental in capturing Hari Rdémoshi, and 
the means of detendi ee saysthat Mr. Robertson, who presided on the occasion, 
selves. } " observed among other things, that itis to be regretted 
: that the inhabitants of Bawi in the Barsi T’éluka did 
not give to the police all the assistance in their power, when their village was 
visited by dacoits. He added that they have suffered pretty well for this 
3.8 P 8—5 [cow 183] bes 
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dereliotion of their duty, by being made to pay Rs. 1,150 for the support of an 
additional police force. ‘De also warned the public that should any villagers 
be fourid supplying provisions to robbers, or in any way helping them, or should 
they fail to give timely notice at head quarters of any knowledge which the 
may possess of theit movements, the Patels and Kulkarnis of those villages will 
be deprived of their watans. In commenting upon the above, the Sudarshan 

remarks that beforé saddling the people of Baw: with the cost of an additional 
- police foree, enquiries should have been made whether they had the means of 
defending thethselvés or of affording help to others. The Disarming Act has 
made the inhabitants of the country utterly impotent for these two purposes. 
Again, robbers do not carry on their work in the light of the day, and it is 
rarely in the power of villagers to trace them. This is peculiarly the function 
of the police, and on its efficiency alone depends the detection of crime. (The 
Kalpatara (16) of thé 27th April refers to the same meeting, and gives expression 
to somewhat similar views.) 


The Hitechchha (45) of Ahmedabad of the 24th April, but received on the 
: 27th; states that some robbers recently plundered 
Requests Governmént to sugar belonging to some merchants, at a well known 
prevent robberies which jn by the name of Fer, near the village of Aslali, in the 
‘frequently | Commitie’ * ® Daskroi Pargans of the Ahmedabad Collectorate. It 
: | is said that travellers are frequently plundered at this 
spot, and it, therefore; behoves Government to adopt measures to prevent such 
occurrences: 

The same expresses regret for publishing in its issue of the 10th ultimo, a 
| si Jai communication relating to Keshowl4l Shambhurdm. 
: eee Taietinn The correspondent has concealed some of the facts of 
Keshowlél Shambhurdm. the case. Keshowlal was declared not guilty by the 
| Appellate Court, and the punishment passed on him 

was remitted. Thus the stigma on his character was removed. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 27th April prays the Collector of Surat to 
--.- @xamine and stamp the scales and weights used by 

Requests the Collector of goldsmiths and shop-keepers of that town. A corres- 
pica yaar on ne stamP pondent of the Bombay Gazette justly complains that 
rm be geldcalihe, they use false scales and weights. When Government 
annually examines and stamps the weights and 

measures of the different traders of this place, there is no reason why it 
should not do the same in regard to the weights used by dealers in precious 


metals, as the use of short weights causes great loss to the public. 


The same states that the natives of K4thidwdr suffering from starvation 

: have not only gone to Bombay, but have taken refuge 

_ Wishes that the distressed in the towns of Surat, Broach, Ahmedabad and Poona. 
tread a oe In Bombay these unfortunate persons are fed by 
and in the Mofussil, should charitable merchants, and Government enquires into 
be sent back to their own their condition. But in the mofussil no one cares for 
country. them. They go about begging, and get a little charity 
hs after wandering about all day. Hence they appear 

much emaciated. The sight is indeed pitiable. The Health Department should 
enquire into their condition. They should be sent back to their native places, 


and the Chiefs, whose subjects they are, should be compelled to ‘take proper 
measures for their relief. — 


The Bombay Saméchér (47) of the 28th April, in alluding to the case of 
| the ex-Inspector of Police, who has been sentenced 
Remarks that the sentence by the Sessions Court of Calcutta to six months’ 
permed on the ex-Police imprisonment for causing the death of a native, 
eee pase aecbae observes that the punishment is small compared with 
inadequate to his guilt, ani the nature of the crime, and is calculated to —— 
calculated to encourage in- intoxication. He was drunk when he committed 
toxication. offence. But drunkenness is no legal defence. On 
hej the other hand, the law considers the crime more 
Korb when committed under the influence of drink. The deceased had given: 


accused no provocation. He simply wrested from the ex-Inspector the 
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stool which belonged to his master, and which it was his duty to get back from 


a person who had no authority to take it away. in, the accused made a cruel 


attack on the deceased. He was kicked after he was thrown on the ground. © 


For these reasons the sentence of six months’ imprisonment passed on him 
appears small, and calculated to encourage ‘intoxication. 


The same of the 29th April observes that the great extent of the country 
over which dacoities are happening, shows that the 
Observes that the causes of distress suffered by the people is very severe. It is 


digeieotinn: —s im B ne very natural for persons suffering from starvation to 


, try to get food even by illegal means. But in the 
eran he Deccan persons are found to have formed themselves 
into gangs, and after arming themselves, ey | attack villages, and carry away 
whatever valuables they find, wounding or killing those who oppose them in 
their nefarious designs. ‘These dacoities cannot altogether be accounted for by 
saying that people have been driven to commit them through starvation. There 
may be political significance in them. Some people assert that in these hard 
times people feel the burden of taxes heavy on them, and this feeling has created 
dissatisfaction and disregard of the law. Whether this is true or not, it is 
certain that the increase in the number of dacoities in the Deccan shows that 
the people are dissatisfied. This supposition gets confirmation from a case 
recently tried in a criminal court in the Deccan, in which a young Deccani 
student with others was convicted of creating disaffection to the British rule. 
In the same case the name of a karkin also was mentioned. It behoves the 
Government and the discreet portion of the public, therefore, to ascertain the 


causes of this disaffection, and take measures to redress grievances in case they 
are found to be real. 


The same alludes to the disturbances in the Rumpa Taluka of the Madras 
ORiertig tak Tlovenaiidad Presidenc , and observes that their continuance in 
had better try peaceful means ms of the attempts of the local police to put them 
to suppress the disturbances down, shows that it will be necessary to send a whole 


io he See Soe the regiment of the line to suppress them. But questions 
tas Presidency, ore 1}; . : : 
employing thi military. like the following naturally occur on this subject. 


Cannot the Madras Government adopt peaceful means 
to suppress these disturbances? Can it not redress the alleged grievances caused 
by the new Abkéri Act? Has it any objection to make appropriate changes in 
that Act? These questions ought to receive careful consideration from the 


Madras Government. But if it fails in its duty, the Government of India should 
interfere. 


The same states that Government finds as an impediment to the multiplica- 


tion of canals, that farmers do not use canal water so 
a a 2 Proposal Jong as there is an ample fall of rain; and, een fy 
to impose a dined “tax on great difficulty is experienced in recovering the work- 
the cultivators of land forthe ing expenses of the canals already executed, and 
purpose of making irrigation in realizing the interest of the capital spent upon 


remunerative is unjust | | . 
to the ryote, and ought et 4«tuem. The Bombay Government has discovered 


to be carried out. means of surmounting this difficulty, and measures . 


are being accordingly taken. It is proposed that a 
tax should be levied on the farmers of a district from the day on which the 
construction of a canal in it is undertaken, until the work begins to bring in a 
profit; and after that a water-rate should be imposed on all cultivators, whether 
they use canal water or not. These proposals are said to possess the rare merit 
of not causing any loss to Government from the very day of the commencement 
of construction. The scheme is undoubtedly beneficial to Government, but 
does injustice to the ryots. The work of constructing a canal and making it 
remunerative, will be entrusted to Government officers, and the ryots will not, 
in all probability, be consulted on the subject. Under such circumstances, to 
throw the burden of the cost and risk on the shoulders of the ryots is not right. 


Again, it is not right to levy a tax indiscriminately whether the canal water is 


used or not. The sugges tions made are not new. If they are adopted, they 
would make the English rule intolerable to the natives, which is by no means 
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desirable. (The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 27th April makes somewhat similar 
observations. ) 


A correspondent of the same states that the non-disposal of the petition 

presented by the Parsis of Surat, praying for exemp- 

Prays Government to pass tion from clause 2nd of the Administrator General's 

a law exempting Parsis from Act of 1864, has kept on the uneasiness felt by the 

ee Manieat eo poorer members of that community. No advantage 

1864. is derived from the application of this Act to the 

Parsis. It only goes to benefit the Vakils by bringing 

them a fee in each case of administration. A short enactment will be enough 

to grant the exemption asked ; and the writer hopes that Government will soon 
grant the prayer of the petitioners. 


In noticing the motion made recently by Lord Shaftsbury in the House 
of of Lords on the subject of a Factory Act for India, 
Disapproves of a Factory the Bombay Samachar (47) of the 2nd May observes 
Act for the Indian mills. rae ; ; y 
that the description given by His Lordship of the 
condition of the Indian mill-operatives was really dreadful, and to his 
audience it must have appeared more dreadful than that of the African slave. 
But those who have frequently seen and observed them cannot but see with 
surprize that that description is wide of the truth. His Lordship describes 
them as poor and wretched, but they are really not so. They are compara- 
tively rich and healthy. It is true that they have to work for a longtime. But 
this slight over-work does not injure their health, as they get sufficient leisure 
during working hours. They get time to take their afternoon meals and are 
allowed even to take a little rest. Again, mill-labour is more remunerative than 
other kinds of labour ; and, consequently, mill-operatives are better fed, better 
clothed, and better housed than other labourers. The liveliness with which 
they go to their work proves that they likeit. Lord Shaftsbury’s descrip- 
tion of their condition is rather exaggerated. His Lordship has never had 
any personal experience of the Indian mills, and has been apparently misled 
by false accounts. But Lord Cranbrook, who ought to have known better, should 
have corrected him, But instead of doing so, the Secretary of State only confirmed 
the mistaken impressions of Lord Shaftsbury. In pledging himself to support the 
enactment of a law as required by Lord Shaftsbury, Lord Cranbrook has failed 
in his duty to India. Lord Shaftsbury states in a letter to the London Times 
that his objectin pressing for the Factory Act was to advance the interests of 
India alone, and not to advocate those of Manchester. This may be so; but the 
advantages pointed out by him are not easy of comprehension. He says that 
by passing an appropriate law with respect to workmen, and by lessening the 
working hours of mills, better kind of twist and cloth than is manufactured now 
would be produced in the Indian mills, and it would command a better market 
in Asia. How such results will follow from a reduction in the working time of 
mills is not intelligible. Lord Shaftsbury’s assertion in this matter appears to 
possess the same value as the statement that the abolition of the import duties 
on cotton goods, which would ultimately inflict an annual loss of eighty lacs of 
rupees on natives would be beneficial to them. (The Ddtardun (62) of the 24th 
April, but received on the 27th, also exprésses in its usual jocular and witty 
style, its disapproval of the proposed Factory Act). 
In noticing the statement made by the Under gor age of State for India 
pee: _ in the House of Commons, that His Excellency the 
bigs eee Condemns the aboli- Viceroy abolished the import duty on cotton goods 
on of the import duty on . Pe. a 34 . 7" : P 
cotton goods. in spite of the opposition of His Councillors, the Jdme 
Jamsed (48) of the 28th April observes that Lord 
Lytton took this step in consequence of the pressure exercised on him by the 
Secretary of State. But that the Ministry should’ sacrifice a portion of the 
Indian revenues ut a time when the deficit caused by the exchange operations is 
to be covered up by raising new loans, and for the purpose of pleasing the 
leading men of Manchester that they may assist the Ministry in carrying out 
= object, is by no means right. The Secretary of State observes that the 
ceroy's actin disregarding the opinion of his Councillors is not unconstitu- 
ou _But the discussion which is shortly to take place in the House of 
ommons will show whether this opinion is correct. ‘a 
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The Akhbdre Sowddgar (49) of the 29th April states that a proposal is being 


ated among the Solicitors in Bombay, for asking 
Disapproves of the proposal the 1 masse to pass a law prohibiting the drawing 
for passing a law prohibiting- 1, of legal documents by any except professional men. 
others than Solicitors from ‘ cw ° 
drawing up legal documents. e suggestion has, it is said, emanated from the 
authorities. At present persons trained in the offices 
of Solicitors, or who have acquired legal knowledge in any other way, draw up 
notices, applications, indentures and insolvents’ schedules for a small remunera- 
tion. Hence, if a law embodying the proposal is passed, poor people will lose 
the convenience they now enjoy, and the persons who prepare the documents 
will lose the means of earning their livelihood. Already the dispensation of 


justice in British courts is very expensive, and the adoption of the present — 


proposal will make it more expensive still. 


In alluding to the statement made in the House of Commons by the Under 
Secretary of State for India, that the Viceroy had 

Regrets that the opinion of abolished a portion of the import duty on cotton 
pops ay ica oe goods in spite of the opposition of the Members of 
avoiding the question of the is Council, the Rdst Goftdr (50) of the 27th April 
abolition of the import duty observes that this measure is an offshoot of Imperialism. 
on cotton goods. The Legislative Councils of this country were con- 
sidered as nominal institutions; but now the Viceregal 

Executive Council also has become a farce. In the question of the abolition, 
the interests of the English people were alone consulted; and the decision 
passed was in accordance with the order of the Secretary of State, and against 


the opinion of the Members of the Viceregal Council. 


The same is glad to find from the information called for by the Secretary 

_ Of State about the higher appointments in the Indian 

Observes that a reform is olice, that Lord Cranbrook’s attention has been 
necessary in making higher tied ° . 

appointments in the police. wn to the misconduct of the police. The satisfac- 

tory working of this important branch of the adminis- 

tration depends upon its officers. If they are experienced, respectable, honest 

and hard-working, their subordinates cannot practise tyranny. [If true and full 

information on the points mentioned by Lord Cranbrook is furnished to him, it 


will show that there are several officers who are not equal to the duties they’ 


are required to perform, The Bombay Gazette rightly complains that not only 
lower but also higher posts are bestowed on young and inexperienced men. 
Recently an inexperienced European lad aged about 18 or 20 was appointed to 
the post of a Superintendent of Police on a salary of Ks. 1,500 per month. 
Again, the reward recently given to Mr. Inspector Motildl of Surat, shows that 
gross carelessness is shown in rewarding the police. The persons who thought 
that the light thrown upon the conduct of this man in the late riot at Surat and 
in the trial of the Surat Editors, would lead to his transference or dismissal, 
must be surprised to see him rewarded with a sum of rupees three thousand. 
This reward was given for the services rendered by him during the Indian 
mutiny. If he deserved it, it is unaccountable why Government refused to 
produce the papers connected with those services when called for at the 
Surat trial. Again, it is unaccountable why the reward was withheld from him 
for so long a period as 22 years. Did Government wait to make a fuller 


examination of his abilities? Does Government think that he acted creditably 
in Connection with the’ Surat case ? 


The Yajdén Parast (52) of the 27th April, in thankfully referring to the 
relief works started in the Deccan for the mitigation 

Pc me = raae ot of distress, observes that Government should have 
venue in the case of the Temitted the land assessment for the famine years. 
distressed people of Eastern but it did not do so, and consequently it is feared 
Deccan. that the current year’s distress will be keenly felt. 
_ It is necessary for the relief of these unfortunate 

people that some portion of the land tax should now be remitted. ) 


The same regrets that the Bombay Government has refused the use of the 


a Town Hall for holding a public meeting to protest 
Regrets that Governme 5 %?~p 5 %0 Pp 
has refused Ae of the against the abolition of the import duty on cotton 
Bombay Town Hall for hold- ' ‘goods. This is the third occasion on which the use 
SNP8—5 [con 133]. 
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public topro- of a building built ially for the convenience of 
test against the of the public has been sleet. It is very strange that 


pe er duty on cotton when the Town Hall at Calcutta was allowed to be 
wii used for a similar purpose, the Bombay Government 
should have acted as it has done. The authorities here appear to be very 
sensitive of public criticism; and this sensitiveness in its turn seems to show 
that they are wanting in ‘generous views. It is indeed surprising that the 

eople of Bombay should be treated shabbily with respect to the use of a public 
Hal under the administration of Sir Richard Temple. (The Bombay Samdchar 
(47) of the 3rd May also expresses its disapproval of the refusal to use the Town 
Tall and repeats most of the arguments used by itself and several of its 
contemporaries, and noticed more fully in previous summaries. 


The same complains that the paper on Algebra set this year at the F.A. | 


Examination of the Bombay University was so difficult 
Complains that the pep; that many. candidates found themselves unable to 
ee ag bo hard. cope with it. They were so much frightened that two 
| or three of them fainted. Mr. G. W. Kurkaray, the 
Examiner in this subject, is frequently represented as fond of setting hard 
questions. Some say he does this in order to show off his great knowledge of 


mathematics. 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 27th April is sorry that the crime of dacoity has 
assumed a grave form, and regrets that no suitable 
Thinks that starvation has measures have yet been taken for its suppression. 
ng the people of the Government has appointed a Commission to find out 
eccan to commit dacoities, h f th penar =~ thi . d 
and requests Government to ‘the Cause of the sudden increase in this crime, an 
find employment for them. . perhaps the truth may be known hereafter. It is 
obvious however, that scarcity and high prices have 
driven the people to adopt this mode of earning their livelihood. Government 
should enquire whether this is actually the case. Itis necessary that the dacoits 
should be apprehended and brought to condign punishment, But it is no less 
desirable that employment Pvt be found for the distressed to enable them to 
earn their livelihood ; for, until this is done, it does not seem likely that the 
crime will completely disappear. 


The Deshi Mitra (55) of the 24th April, but received on the 27th, says in 
- that one of the 2% Usual witty style, that one of the Members of the 
Members of the Bombay ombay Legislative Council is quite ignorant of the 
Legislative Council is free Einglish language. Suits for recovering debts are 
qnently sued for debts, and always pending against him. In defence he makes 
bbc p03 of —e are indifferent statements, which the courts sometimes 

Se ore believe. He is not ashamed of the decisions given and 
the warrants of attachment issued against him. It is feared that the Council 
will lose its weight in the public estimation by the appointment of such persons. 
Will Government listen to this complaint ? asks the Mitra. 


The Kaira Wartamdén (58) of the 30th April states that a rumour prevails 
Diiken: cided die thé in that town, that two Baniy4 brothers, named 
death of two Baniyas. 


village of Setré in Matar Taluka, to recover some debts, The Patel of this 
village is indebted to them, and they had put up withhim. The writer requests 
the police to enquire into this matter, and prays Government to assume the 
administration of the estate of the deceased, as debts of nearly ten thousand 
rupees are owing to them, and their children are very young. 


The Broach Wartamdn (59) of the 28th. April censures the Police of Broach 
i for rags Nob irpate ail of gambling from that 
Vecaah dee etic, town. ers have me v aring of late. 

= ies ye On the evening of 25th instant iota carvan of Mr. 
Prénldl, the Magistrate of Broach, were carrying a 


box containing some valuables to the railway station. At a certain — on the 


road, a gang of gamblers pounced upon them, and tried to carry off the box. 
A scuffle ensued, and the gamblers thrashed the servants sasaeahd, The: latter, 


Mohil4l and Lallu Dewchand, who recently died. 
from poison, visited on the day of their death the 


however, succeeded in saving the box from falling into the hands of the robbers. 


The struggle continued anti the arrival of the railway police, but the thieves 
managed to make their escape. ; 


The Nydya Prakdsh (65) of the 28th March mentions the following as the 


eauses of the poverty of India. The natives are lazy, 

ear ya ¢ Oe ond foreign eat ws are active. Besides, the latter 
fz “ get eneouragement from the rulers of this country. 
In addition to this, the high salaries and pensions paid te European officers, 
and the large amount required for exchange operations also help to impoverish 
the country. Notwithstanding this, fresh burdens are thrown upon the Indian 
Exchequer. Mr. W. G. Pedder, the Collector of Sdtéra, has received from the 
Secretary of State the appointment of Revenue Secretary to the Indian Council. 
He is to get an annual pension of 7,500 rupees in addition to 12,000, the yearly 
salary of his postin England. It is rather inexplicable why he should be 
allowed to draw pension in addition to his salary. While the Indian University 
graduates are now to be employed in the Revenue Department for Rs. 30 
per mensem, that is on one-fifth of the amount on which they were employed 
eft the European Civilians are allowed to draw the same salaries as they 
did a cgatury ago. ‘This is very strange. 


The Broach Samdchdér (88) of the 24th April, but reeeived on the 27th, 


7 states that a report prevails among the Parsis of that 

“ hs op i, at brig Peery station that the Ddrogha of the Sadar Distillery has 

lore Paffieain liquor. 801d some liquor to Nasarwdnji Bamanshdji Metdji. 
Jery traffics in liquor. | : ! 1 1a) 

If this be true, the Daérogha evidently earries on traffic 

in liquor. There can, however, be no doubt that he asked Nasarwdnji 


Metaji to obtain a license for selling liquor, but it is said that he has not yet 
obtained it. 


The same states that on the 20th instant a native seaman, of the village of 


: Karddi Mandw4d, eame swimming te the village of 
Fe sci Be = = Piao, Lukhigaum Luwara. He said that near the village of 
oh Bhaath, oS" Bhagva, some pirates plundered the boat in which 


: there were five other seamen besides himself. The 
robbers tied them to the anchor and threw them into the water; but he alone 


escaped. They also sank the boat by boring a hole in it. The seamen of his 

caste raised a subseription among themselves in order to send him to his own 
village. (The Deshi Mitra (55) of the same date deseribes in its usual witty 
style the occurrence with more detail, and observes that now-a-days boats 
are plundered in territories owned by the British Government and the Gdekwéd, 
but neither of them take measures to put down the evil.) 


Municipalities. 


The Hiteehchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 24th April, but received on the 
Bla 27th, states that a fire occurred this week in Jethé- 
mes the Superintendent 


of the Firemen of Ahmedabad, Pb&i’s street in Ahmedabad, but it being day time, 


for coming late to extingnish help was expeditiously obtained, and the fire was soon 
& street fire, and asks the i out. The old European Superintendent of the 
unicipality to employ an- Firemen, however, arrived on the spot after the fire 
other man in his place. . : . os 
_. . Was extinguished. Is this activity or carelessness ? 
Cannot the Municipality find a young and strong man for this post ? 


A correspondent of the Gujardé Mitra (46) of the 27th April complains 


that the number of Municipal latrines built outside 


- a nt petty the Lal Gate of the town of Kaira, are insufficient for 


Rese : the people of that part of the town. They are also 

rl d peo ie 0 Pp Fy 

of that Won ta alsa properly cleaned. The writer, therefore, requests 
the 


rporation to build a few more privies, and to 
compel the sweepers to keep think satis, : 
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_ "Whe Samisher Béhddur (56) of the 30th April ¢efsures the Municipality of 

estattoey ' Ahmedabad for discontinuing to water some of the 

. Censures the Ahmedabad roads of that city. In the hot season’ it is necessary 

Municipality for discoutins- for the comfort of the citizens that roads should be 

ing ot that city. +—=--~- Watered thrice w day, and the Corporation is asked 

ne, a almost every year to do this; but in utter disregard of 

this request it has discontinued to water some of the roads which are as much 

frequented as the great high roads. This is bad economy, and ought not have 
been resorted to: 


Native States. 


The Kdside Mumbai (63) of the 25th April, but received on the 27th, has 
Le aa orga ee heard that Mr. Ganesh Sitérém, the Subha of Prant 
ore “the Ghek wid Kadi of the Géekwddi State, took with him to P4tan 
State for raising @ subscrip- Nd some other Mahdls his family priest, and prevailed 
tion among his subordinates upon his subordinates and per da to raise a sube 
and infmdérs for the benefit scription for his benefit. The Kdsid severely censures 
of his family priest. _ the Sabha for this conduct, and prays Sir T. Madhaw- 
raw to enquire into the matter, and prevent the low-paid servants of the State 
from being deprived of their money by their superior officers in the name of 
charity. 


 G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Neto Secretariat, Bombay; 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
6th May 1879. 
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NATIVE PAPERS 
For the Week ending 10th May 1879. 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA THI. : 

The Indu Prak&sh ........ssssseereseeeee-] BOMDBY «041000000. 
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Nydya Sindhu ..................+++.-.,| Ahmednagar ...... 
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Nagar Saméchér ...........0+-+++..-| Ahmednagar ....., 
SHIWAJi .......eseseessensrenerseeenerees woof ROOD <<scpssceone! 
Swadesh Mitra .........eseccseseseee] BOMbBY ..+.-s00e00, 
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The Nibondha M&l6.....0....00..-..sssee Poona ...............| Monthly... 700 


4 


39 

a 40  Nibandha Sa TAM: sck:...... AO «tke Td RO 
be 41 |g Wigridha Dydn Wistée tr aregee | EP ed Ot 
a. 42 | °,, ‘Dnyén Bodhake ......000.......-.00e...| Dhérwar...........| Weekly...) - 175 
een: 43 » Satdharma Dips ......s05{eeyeestess ‘Alibég iedvcicceeeo] Monthly ... 600 
ec. : e. Ancto-GusaRa'Tl. tid : 
in 44 | The Surya Prakash one ds Seavutale SAMs Surat ...............| Weekly ' ls ee 
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& 45 | ,, Hitechchhu ........ccccccsesseseeee| Ahmedabad ,.....| Do. «| 450 
Rs GusaRa'TI. 2 
ee 46 | "The Gujarét Mitra .......cececgseeeesee] SMe Lecce] Weekly...) 400 
“it. 2, ee pala em | 700 
Ep MIS. cehdtscsbapt te iscievecd GOs! sivenecengnll GMM ctu 525 
49 |, Akhbfre Sowdégar Seaihisedslisinsel AM. 1: seedgegtiardt aE ..)::: ane 
FE ay « MIMI, ices Uindcavaauibedeconacok Rk. depliiieiss wooed 1,650 
: , P&rsi Punch . secede anaes i cekocageunacl oa ee 225 
52 - Yajdén MY sihinee spin tededssessved ae Birdos Do. ‘ae 500 
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‘a — «6 » Samsher Bahaédur .........,,.,........, Ahmedabad ......! Do. ss 200 
is 57 | ,, Ahmedabad Saméchér ....,.,.....:( Do. ©... Do. 

58) |, Kaira Wartamfn ......,...0..cc0e| Kaira viaccess Do. 
Vee 59 | ,, Broach Wartamén i es. séers: Do. 
jaa IE I cs occ vcksacapdoovicesdl MAEM dessscecessesel EE Gee eee 
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; collected ‘under different headin which are printed in italics. 
-in italics, and the number of the Newspaper in the list at the 


ed? have not given information “ to the “number of 


ae ee ting he ek hie. 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 5th May gives an account of a meeting recently 

held in the Framjee Cowasjee Institute for the tye po 
of petitioning Parliament against the abolition of the 
Indian import duty on cotton goods, and observes that 
since the assumption of the Sovereignty of India by 
the Queen, the education imparted to the people lias taught them that they 
possess certain rights and privileges as subjects of the British Crown. This is 
undoubtedly a great blessing, but it is to be regretted that our administrators 
treat slightingly any representations proceeding from natives. Lord Salisbury 
and others have repeatedly stated in public that India was to be governed solely 
in the interests of India, and that the abolition of the import duty on cotton 
goods would not be determined upon unless the state of the Indian finances 
permitted. But notwithstanding these pledges, reduction has already been 
made to please the merchants of Manchester. This is unjust. Owing to the 
finances of India being at present in a disordered condition, the loss so incurred 
will have to be made up by additional taxation, which the people are too poor 
to bear. The population has been reduced to the utmost verge of destitution 
by the famine of asingle year. The cost of the Afghan war is also to be thrown 
on India. Under these circumstances, it was not wise to have remitted the 
duty in question. : 


Disapproves of the abolition 
of the duty on cotton goods 
imported into India. 


A correspondent of the same states that he was recently at his native 
village called Bhugaum near Rajdpur, in the Ratndégiri 
Says that fever is raging (Collectorate, and that during his stay there, he did not 


in certain parts of the district 
ot Miikaisl and sake Govern- find a single household which was free from ague, 


ment to distribute appropriate Within a radius of thirty miles from his house. There 
medicines for curing it. was not a single village where twenty to twenty-five 

deaths had not occurred by the visitation of° this 
calamity. This fever has been raging in the Konkan during the last year. 
About one-fourth of the land will remain uncultivated owing to the paucity 
of human beings. No medical aid is to be had, and quinine is very scarce. 
The fever relapses after a certain interval. The correspondent hopes that 


Government will lose no time in distributing appropriate medicines for the 
benefit of the people. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 4th May gives the substance of the petition 
| presented by the Madras Chamber of Commerce to 
Porgy he teint to lighten the Imperial Parliament on the subject of the mis- 
en of taxation by “eat , : 
reducing expenditure. a leer of the license-tax by the Indian 
, overnment, and observes that the language used in 
that petition is stronger than the occasion requires. But since it proceeds 
from Englishmen, our rulers may not possibly be annoyed at it, nor are the 
consequences of their writing likely to be so perverse as if the petition had 
been written by natives. If sisaifar addresses are sent to Parliament from 
other parts of India, the disordered condition of the Indian finances will most 
robably receive attention in Parliament. Upon the whole, it behoves the 


ndian Government to lighten the burden of taxation by reducing expenditure. 


The same alludes to the meeting held in Poona on the 4th instant, relating 

to the establishment of Arbitration Courts, and says 

Alludes to a meeting re- that it appears from the Dnydn Prakdsh (3), that Mr. 
— : say ge Poona on the Wedderburn has called fora report from the Poona 
enlreet thd ee Narubea Sarvajanik Sabha on the subject in question, and that 
for the services which he hag t is his intention to submit it with his own opinion 
rendered to this country. © to the Supreme Government. This proceeding is 
mee: net ep) extremely gratifying. If our Government were to 
imitate Mr. Wedderburn in consulting the people in the enactment of new laws, 
the greatest harmony will prevail between the governors and the governed. 
e do most ea hope that Mr. Wedderburn’s efforts to bring about a 
reconciliation between the sowkdrs and their clients will not prove unavailing, 
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and trust that this will not be the last occasion on which the people’s voice will ae 
have been heard. Whatever may be the result, the natives of India will OSA 
always remember with gratitude the eminent services which Mr. Wedderburn >: 
has rendered to India. That the number of such Englishmen may increase is Be 
the earnest wish of every native of this country. ee 
The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 8th May, in an article on the ‘ Philosophy Bea 
of Public Demonstration among Natives” says, amon eee: 
Makes remarks on the other things, that our rulers are wise and just, and their o 
licy of Government. : : , ’ ‘a 
5 subjects peace-loving and loyal. It is, therefore, the ae 
bounden duty of the latter to point out the shortcomings of Government a 
officials by all legitimate means, and such conduct ought not to be stigmatized Ps 
by opprobrious epithets. The same remark would equally apply to all ng 
newspaper writing and to public meetings, which are held to acquaint Government ie 
with the grievances of the people. But it is a matter of regret that this a 
subject is not viewed in a proper light by some Government officials. The By 
passing of the Vernacular Press Act shows how our governors dislike any criticism — 
of their policy, and how any disapprobation of their measures is at once me 
pronounced to be disloyal. Some English newspapers delight in pronouncing ig 
every act of the natives as seditious, but leaving aside the injustice involved in & 
such sweeping condemnation, it cannot be denied that their vituperation is : 
prejudicial slike to the best interests of the governors and the governed. - 
A correspondent of the same, writing from Thdna says, that the Head ne 
Master of Vernacular School No. I. had gone ona i 
Says that the vernacular month’s leave to his village for the purpose of ae 
schoose 22 page tr gw performing the thread ceremony of his son, and that ie 
re nn — ™ “°F the Head Master of Vernacular No. II. was dancing er 
attendance on the Deputy Educational Inspector, for a 
about ten days. Both the schools, therefore, were without their Head Masters rs 
for ten days. Is not this an extraordinary proceeding ? ‘ 
The Suryodaya (4) of the 5th March, in an article headed “ England,” says ‘ 
that the immense wealth which has been accumulated et 
Asks the English people to in that country has been carried away from India, a 
we he little attention to the and that she should now rest satisfied with what she ae 
ppiness of their native h it obnald a ae It beh a 
subjects. as got, and should not wish for more. it behoves Be 
. her to pay a little attention to the amelioration of the ‘" 
condition of the Indian people who are now in a state of abject poverty. ie 
England should not act like a milkman who would draw milk from his cow Fo 
until the blood begins to ooze out. The writer proceeds in this strain, and a 
observes that Englishmen should not allow themselves to be dazzeled by the 
splendour of their dominions, but should aim at making their native subjects 
really happy. 
The Arunodaya (11) of the 4th May adverts to the Commission appointed 
Disa eee to investigate the causes which have led to the recent 
ment dlatining’ peopri storship Ssturbances in the Deccan, and says that if its 
in all lands and buildings. appointment leads ultimately in the enactment of a new 
law as in the case of the Deccan Riot’s Commission, 
the result will indeed be lamentable. Under former Governments, the Bhils 
and Ramoshis used to do the. duties which are now performed by the police, | ae 
and the extensive forests which existed -in those days also yielded them = 
subsistance. Both these ways of earning their livelihood are now denied to ee 
them. Besides, they cannot devote themselves to agriculture forwantofcapital. = == “SS 
If it really be the intention of Government that these wild tribes should for. | . © 


. o . ° bed . ‘3 > i 
sake their present ways, theré is one and only one remedy. The policy which | i 


our governors are ng countenances the view that everything in the ae 
country belongs abso utely to Government. For instance, it is an understood a 

shan that Government is the proprietor of all lands and buildings, and. that ae 

tha « Owners. are merely tenants-at-will. Ifa change were made in this respect, “a 

».¢ country will begin rapidly to improve, and peace will reign where now ee 

d rd ; / Oe 

‘“isorders prevail. Lal | | ae 
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to the case of police torture recently tried by the 
Sessions Judge of Théna and to the celebrated trials 


The same alludes 


Makes observations on the at Sholdpur and Surat, and observes that the minds of 
ony ca cs aml aa agg ag are very much agitated by the disclosures 
ag made on these’ occasions. It is also by no means 


clear whether Government officials are alive to the faults of the police, because 
they seem to bestow praise where they — to pass censure. All Police 
Superintendents bear testimony. annually to the efficiency and conduct of 
the men under them, and their praises are, in turn, echoed by the Police 
Commissioners, the Government and even the Secretary of State. But we 
nowhere find cases of misconduct noticed in a proper manner, nor have we ever 
known of measures having been taken to wean away policemen from their bad 
habits. These strictures may not be palatable to our rulers, but until we are 
forbidden, it is our bounden duty to urge on Government the desirability of 
applying effectual remedies for the improvement of the police. 


A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (12) of the 5th May says that the 
pauper population has increased of late in the town 

BE sag he Lag Be of Ratnagiri = in other parts of the Ratndgiri 
sieve | the peopie oF se =6District. Besides, fever prevails everywhere, and 
District of Rat —— Bea the condition of the people upon the whole is very 
they are suffering. wretched. The writer requests Mr. Crawford, the 
i Collector, to take timely measures to relieve the 


people from their misery. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 25th April, in an article on eg Finance, 
: repeats many of the arguments which have been 
PE ser pbser Scpsry a Recently riporied, and wits whether Government is 
' ‘ aware of the deep spirit of discontent which has been 
engendered among the masses by the imposition of the license-tax ? What the 
capital is to a sowkér, so the subjects are toa Government. The one cannot 
exist or flourish without the other. It is, therefore, the bounden duty of our 
rulers not to be inattentive to the wants of their ryots; but the policy which 
our Government is at present pursuing is tending altogether in another direction. 
It is unfortunate for natives that their well-wishers in Parliament possess 
no influence. If that assembly does not take immediate steps to reduce 
taxation and stop the extravagant expenditure which prevails in the various 
departments of the Indian Government, the result will indeed be calamitous. 
(The Satya Sadan (18) of the 38rd May, in an article on the same subject, gives 
expression to similar views). 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 4th May states that a gang of robbers, about 
a tack by seventy in number, attacked some tongas near 
FI spe on Y Mheisgaum on the road from Béarsi to the adjacent 
Sage railway station, in the belief that es belonged to 
Mr. Dovers, who recently took part in apprehending Hari Ramoshi at the 
village of Bawi. One of the tongas was salle the property of a & 
bi pee who was riding in it had in his possession Rs. 600 belo 
r. 


personally maltreated. The other two tongas were also denuded of their 


ntleman. 


nging to 


Valuables, and property to the extent ofjRs. 2,000 was lost. The other day 


Mr. Dovers was presented with a watch worth Rs. 700, for having assisted in 


the seizure of Hari Ramoshi, but the robbers unfortunately managed to deprive 


nc th of Rs. 600. Travelling in the neighbourhood of Barsi is extremely 
unsaie, | 


The Khdndesh Waibhaw (17) of the 2nd May, but received on the 6th, 
Mak ives the substance of the changes recently made in 
dint ering ae dicaadgaar the University curriculum, and observes that the 
- Bombay. , : last two Governors of Bombay did not take a 
Re interest in education. Sir Philip Wodehouse, in 
particular, disliked any connection with University affairs, and the speech 


which he delivered on the only occasion on which he presided at the 


i} 


vers, which were carried away by the robbers, and he was, besides, 


t 


- ai ad Si 


eo» whet 


Convocation revealed to the public the absurd and illiberal opinions which he 
held, and which at one time formed the subject of criticism in public journals. 
After his departure, the people of this Presidency have been fortunate in having 
Sir Richard Temple as their Governor. His Excellency possesses immense ability 
and energy. The rapidity and ease with which the force intended for the 
Afghan Petiédition was despatched, exhibit those qualities in abundance, His 
labors during the famine crisis were prodigious. His Excellency possesses 
unrivalled knowledge of public affairs, and there is no department or subject 
with which he is unacquainted. If he only possessed generosity, it would be 
impossible to find his equal in the world. 


The Nasik Writta (19) of the 8rd May, but received on the 5th,@dverts to 
the starting of a newspaper in London to advocate 

Is doubtful of Mr. Knight Indian interests, and remarks that it may be safel 
doing any service to Indiaby aeserted that the inhabitants of India have no friends 
aU in England. It is true that we have well-wishers like 
| Messrs. Gladstone, Fawcett and others in the Imperial 
Parliament, but unfortunately they hardly possess any influence. Recently, 
Mr. Hyndman has been writing articles in the Nineteenth Century Review, 
which have excited Aaa ies fe interest in England on Indian affairs. He 
has there pointed out the shortcomings of the Indian Government and the 
miseries of the people, and has suggested remedial measures. The future of 
the natives of India is, therefore, not entirely without hope. Here the writer 

enumerates the various objects which Mr. Knight aims at accomplishing b 
publishing a journal in London, and observes that in the question of the Bes 
tax and in the repressive measures which were adopted against the vernacular 
press, he acted in opposition to the interests of natives. Under these circum- 
stances, it remains to be seen how far his acts will correspond to his professions. 
One thing is, however, quite clear. The newspaper is to be conducted solely 
in the interests of the natives. If they, therefore, liberally subscribe for it, 

the profits so earned will go to fill the coffers of Mr. Knight. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 2nd May, but received on the 5th, inyan article 
on Indian Finance adverts to the inability of the 
Insists upon reductions Government of India to effect an equilibrium between 
being made in the public income and expenditure, and observes that if the 
expenditure, and particularly ° ° 
in the Military and Public Present policy of carrying on the Government b 
Works Departments. adding to the national debt is persisted in, the result 
will be ultimately most disastrous. The writer 
advocates the necessity of the strictest economy in all the departments of 
Government, and particularly in the military. India is bounded on the north 
by an impassable hariier: and is on three siden surrounded by the ocean. It is 
only open to invasion from Afghanistan and Burmah, but the military capacities 
of these two States are, it will be easily conceded, no match whatever for the 
powerful British-Government. Again, a system of government as oppressive 
as that which drove the North American Colonies to assert their independence 
now obtains in India, and yet the people are patiently suffering under it. There 
can, therefore, be no doubt whatever of their loyalty. Under these circum- 
stances the maintenance of an army so large, the cost of which exceeds more 
than one-third of the revenues of India, is unnecessary: and undesirable. In 
case of necessity our Government could easily indent on the armies of Native 
States. With reference to civil expenditure, reductions may safely. be made by 
diminishing European agency, which is at present too large for the requirements 
of the country. The number of Civil Servants indented upon from England 
may be reduced, and the high salaries drawn in India may well be curtailed. 
The public works should be conducted on a less ambitious scale. Asan instance 
_ of the ee of this department, the writer instances thé High Court 
building which has cost the country upwards of fifteen lacs of rupees. There 
was no necessity to build such an expensive edifice when thousands of people 
were dying of hunger. In conclusion, the Shiwdji cousiders that Parliament 
will not be able to exercise a proper control over the finances of India, and 
thinks that that a should be delegated to the people here. Until this is done, 
the present: unsatisfactory state of things will continue. 
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A correspondent of the Sudarshan (37) of the 7th May, but received on the 


pai iciecaeal 7 ate: that in the td a hol4pur the increase 
sks Government ‘xe of the pauper population has been considerable 
meseures tO reins rv ©6Of late. Paupers are to be seen at all times of 
in the town of Sholapu ‘ wale , : 
the day and night sitting in front of houses, begging 
for food. Some of them are strong enough to work. These thieve and rob 
whenever they find an opportunity. If immediate measures are not taken to 


diminish pauperism, the consequences to the people and the State will be 
serious. 


The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 4th May observes that for the last three 
years or so, European criminals, who have caused the 
Considers thatthe sentence death of natives, have not been adequately punished. 
of six months imprisonment As an illustration in point the writer refers to the 
passed upon the ex-Inspector ‘ ag . 
of Police for causing thedeath Sentence of six months’ imprisonment passed upon a 
of a native is insufficient, certain Inspector of Police in Calcutta, who, in a fit of 
and likely to encourage drunkenness, killed a native. The latter tried to 
drunkenness and erime. recover the stool of his master, which the former had 
forciby removed, and was thereupon assaulted. The assault was also cruel ; and 
yet the accused has been sentenced only to six months’ imprisonment. This is 
a light punishment, and is likely to encourage intoxication. Moreover, such 
decisions, while observing a distinction between Europeans and Natives, not 
only encourage crime, but cast a stigma on the administration of justice. The 
Mitra thinks that the time has arrived for Government interference for the 
prevention of such cases in future.. 


The Bombay Samachar (47) of the 5th May is glad that the Government of 
India has again issued a Resolution, urging upon the 


re ee 


Hopes that the Government 
of India will soon adopt 
measures for averting the loss 
caused by the high rate of 


Local Governments the necessity of reducing civil 
expenditure. If Government continues its efforts in 
this direction, there will be an end to many of the 


exchange, complaints of which so much has been written of late. 


In alluding to the statement made in the above 
Resolution that the high rate of exchange has brought the Government into 


financial difficulties, to relieve which there is need of further reduction in the 
expenditure, the Samdchdér observes that Government should not delay in 
adopting measures to remove the causes which have given rise to unfavourable 
exchange. It has produced a bad effect not only on finance, but also on trade. 
It has increased the value of European goods, whose consumption has conse- 
quently declined. Itisa matter for congratulation that the attention of the 
people of England has been attracted to this subject, and that they are making 


efforts to adopt remedial measures. It is to be hoped that the Indian Govern- 
ment will join in this movement. 


The same of the 7th May, in alluding to the numerous dacoities which have 


been commit in the Deccan, observes that it is 
Prtegciticcd ae Ragen itd = glad that Government has adopted strong measures 
of tes Darts being I eee to put them down, Whether Wdsudew Balwant 
by their inciters to perpetrate Fadke is the = rson who has incited these 
the numerous dacoities which disturbances, or whether there are others implicated 
pont. aa 3 tap and in them; it seems impossible that in the present time 
that cause. memeve his or their words can have any effect on the people 
| of the Deccan, unless there are special reasons, well 
founded or fanciful, for bringing about the existence of the present state of 
things. It is believed that want of food has made the people reckless. They 
suffer from starvation and pass their days in distress. In this condition the 
may naturally desire to he exempted from the payment of the land-revenue. It 
1s probable that evil-minded persons may have taken advantage of this state of 
their minds and incited them to the perpetration of illegal acts. Under such 
circumstances Government should find out the ringleaders and bring them to 
condign punishment. It should also adopt measures to assure the people that 


Government has no desire to be hard on them. The latter step will disarm 
the inciters completely and make them harmless, whether they be in prison 
orat large. The Samdchdr is glad that Government has thought it right to 
employ troops to put down these disturbances. | 
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The Jdme Jamsed (48) of the 5th May observes that it is strange that it is 
. og Cagle roposed to pass a F Act for India when there 
santa hak ts the proposed is no need for it. The mill-operatives work without 
— complaint. They enjoy good health. The mill- 
owners exact from them as little work as is commensurate with their comfort, 
and give them leisure at intervals during working hours. The quantity of 
work done by a single operative in a Manchester mill, is performed by three 


operatives in an Indian mill. The latter are also rich as compared with other’ 


laborers in India. The diminution of the working hours of women and children 
will result in the diminution of the working time of male operatives also, as 
they all work together and in connection with each other. The proposed 
Factory Act will, therefore, inflict serious losses on the mill-owners. ‘They 
should, therefore, make in time a proper representation to the authorities for the 
purpose of saving themselves from ruin. 


The same of the 10th May requests Government to prohibit the issuing 

of lotteries at Wilson’s Circusin Bombay. Last year 

_Prays Government to pro- Jotteries were issued, and there was an overflowing 
hibit the issuing of lotteries at ; 

Wilson’s Circusin Bombay.  %ttendance of spectators on the occasion. The law does 

not authorize the issuing of lotteries and holds the 

persons who issue them liable to punishment. Notwithstanding this Mr. Wilson 

is allowed to practise this immorality publicly. It is strange, indeed, that this 

should occur under the administration of Sir Richard Temple, who is so careful 

and anxious to preserve public morals from contamination. The writer requests 

the immediate attention of Government to this subject. 


The Akhbdére Sowddgar (49) of the 6th May, in alluding to the recent 
Resolution of the Government of India, urging upon 


Censures Government for the minor Governments the necessity for reducing 


failing to effect a reduction jy; : : 
dk lalllbady  onmendiers civil expenditure, observes that a stigma rests on 


of the country. Lord Lytton’s financial measures, which cannot be 

removed by theapprobation of the English Ministry, or 
by the gratitude of the merchants of Manchester. His Lordship, though aware 
of the great poverty of this country, has, in order to satisfy the shameful 
avarice of these merchants and to secure the good will of the Ministry, 
abolished a portion of the import duty on cotton goods, and has inflicted an 
annual loss of twenty lacs of rupees on this country. It is to be regretted that 
His Lordship has hitherto failed to take the proper course to extricate India 
from her difficulties. Government has, before this, issued Resolutions of the same 
nature as the above ; but they failed to accomplish the desired end. It has, 
therefore, again issued strict orders that care should be taken that the present 
Resolution does not meet with a similar fate. But Government has exposed 
itself to severe cénsure by its inability to reduce military expenditure to which 
the clipping process can be applied with the greatest ease. 


The Rdst Goftdr (50) of the 4th May, in a leader headed “ India’s Proposed 
Sacrifice to Hapehpater.” observes that the knowledge 

as Pr: sorry that Parliament of the incidents connected with the proposed abolition 
In Phong Bria hs rosea 9 of the import duty on cotton goods in order to benefit 
insisting upon the abolition the selfish mill-owners of Manchester, makes one 
of the import duty on cotton regret the existence of such a state of things. His 
goods. Excellency the Viceroy has surrendered the import 
duty amounting to 20 se of rupees, in opposition to 

the views of his experienced advisers. But this wilful act has the support, or 
was done with the cognizance and approval of the English Ministry. The account 
of the discussion held in Parliament on this subject shows that that tribunal 
cares very little for this measure. Besides, of the members who had come to 
support the demand of Manchester very few took a part in the discussion. The 
consequence of this was that, though Parliament nominally spent a night in 
discussing the subject, it confirmed the proceedings of Government. But the 
thing most to be regretted is the shameful confession of some of the Members 
that they cared more for their seats in the House than for the interests of India. 


The Honourable Mr. Briggs, who advocated the abolition of the duty, saidto the _ 


tonourable Mr. Hardcastle, who opposed his motion, that the opinions which 
the latter held might cost him his seat. | 
— £8 P 10—5 [con 135] 
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The same, in another leader, advises the people of this country to send a 
protest to Parliament against the policy of abolishing 

Assures the people of India the import duty on cotton goods, and assures them 
that they Men ge ga oe that they will ultimately succeed in their attempt. 
par ge suhig cehlaee Neither the Ministry nor Parliament has pledged its 
the abolition of the import word to abolish the entire duty. Moreover, public 
duty on cotton goods. opinion in England is in favor of India. The news- 
| papers of the + gant as well as those of the 
Ministerial party condemn the measure. If the people of India are unanimous 
in protesting against the injustice done to them in this matter, there can be 
no doubt of their obtaining redress from the impartial and merciful English 


people. 


The same in alluding to the recent Resolution of the Government of India, 


on the subject of the reduction of civil expenditure 
Makes observations on the observes that, though Government admits the necessity 
recent Resolution of the of reducing the military expenditure, it has not yet 
Government of india for the we in: that divect G t 
reduction of civil expendi- t@%en any steps in that direction. Government says 
ine, that the financial condition of the country is unsound, 
and again adverts to its being obliged to apply the 
Famine Insurance Fund for purposes other than those for which it was originally 
intended. What, then, does it mean by abolishing at once a portion of the import 
duty on eotton goods, and by declaring its intention to abolish the remaining 
duty ? Government confesses that before this it has issued Resolutions like the 
above; but what guarantee is there, that the present orders would not be as in- 
effective as their predecessors; or, if they are brought into force, that the 
famine works started for the relief of the distressed ryots would not be stopped ? 
By the exclusion of the military expenditure from reduction, Government has 
given the public cause to doubt the sincerity of its motives. The writer refers 
here to the petition of the Madras Chamber of Commerce in which the 
impropriety of diverting the Famine Insurance Fund to other than the purpose 
for which it was originally levied is pointed out. 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 4th and the Broach Samédchdr (68) of the 8th 


; May refer to the Canal Irrigation Bill of the Bombay 
re i certain objections to J egislature, and make remarks similar to those which 
e Cunal Irrigation Bill of d ° h RB h 8 ’ hd 4 f h h 
the Bombay Legislature, appeared in t © Domoay samuaciar ( 7) of the 24t 
April, and noticed at some length in the last weekl 
report. The Mitra expresses its approval of the objections raised by the 
Honourable Mr. Murdrji Gokuldds to the Bill in its present form. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Surat, observes that dacoity 


in the Deccan and piracy on the T4ptiin Gujarat, 
Pore seks Pecd ne ¢ are the result of want of employment and high 
people of the Deccan vend Prices of food grains, Great scarcity prevails in towns 


Gujarét to commit crimes, and villages, and this has probably driven the poor 
and prays Government to people to commit these crimes. It behoves the 
a relief-works for their 

nent. | 


relief. 


The Deshi Mitra (55) of the 8th May observes that the most irritating feature 
| of the British Indian administration is that it spends 
gee shes Se recent the revenue lavishly, It is said that every depart- 
seta gd ee ee ment of the Indian Government costs more than 
my in the State expenditure Similar departments jn other countries. For ipstance, 
will be strictly adhered to. | the Indian army costs more than the army of great 


: : _ Britain, France, Germany, or Russia. The result of 
this lavish expenditure is, that the people are over-hurdened with taxation, 
and Government is. obliged to think of economy frequently. After alluding to 
the recent Resolution of the Government of India, urging upon the minor 
Governments the necessity of reducing civil expenditure, the Mitra observes 
that if reduction is made in the public expenditure, there would be no necessity 
~ & new tax. It would he conducive to the happiness of all concerned, were 
deseadicanes for new taxation removed by observing economy in the State 


Government, therefore, to start public works for their 
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The Samsher Béhddur (56) of the 7th May, in alluding to the recent 
Resolution of the Government of India on the 
yg ed of reducing civil na eet observes 

t officials, and not that Government proposes to stop public works. 
sr tp pephotuctive works They are, however, indteneaseble for the relief of the 
as they are indispensable for distressed whose very existence depends on them. 


Prays Government to 
reduce the high salaries of 


the relief of the distressed 


soln. They ought, therefore, on no account to be stopped. 


The construction of unproductive works might be 
deferred, but productive works like canals and railways should be maintained. 
The high salaries of Government officials might be reduced; but it rests with 
those very officials to carry out this measure. ‘To expect them, however, to 
inflict a loss upon themselves for meeting the requirements of the State, is to 
suppose that they are above all selfish considerations. 


The same states that notices for paying the license-tax for the current 
year have been issued in the city of Ahmedabad, and 


Makes remarks on the the amount demanded is larger as compare A weteh tack 
assessment of the license-tax 


in the city of Ahmedabad. year. This is unaccountable inasmuch as people 


suffered last year from bad trade, and many have 
even taken benefit of the Insolvent Act. 


The Nydya Prakash (65) of the 5th May, in noticing the disturbances in 

the Rampé4 Téluka in the Madras Presidency, observes 

Advises that peaceful means that the weakness of the Government officials appears 
may be pe et vy = to be the cause of the riots assuming so grave a form 
Stenné Téluke of the Madras 28 to need the assistance of the military in putting 
Presidency. them down. They have been caused by some of the 
‘ provisions of the new Abkari Act being distasteful to 

the ryots of that part of the country. The Madras Government ought to make 
appropriate changes in this law in order to pacify them. If they cannot be 
appeased by peaceful means, then alone the troops should be employed to bring 


them to their senses. 


The same observes that Section 18 of the Indian Railway Act, which is 
to come into operation from July next, lays down 
Makes observations on cer- that whenever Government troops or officers happen 
tain sections of the Indian ° ‘ : 
Railway Act. . to be going on duty, the Railway Companies should 
provide them with seats before the ordinary passengers. 
So far as the army is concerned, no objection can be taken to this provision. 
But it is inexplicable why Government officers in general should be given 
preference to before the public. Again, Section 39 enacts that if a passenger 
rides in a carriage, which. already contains the licensed number of passengers, 
he is liable to a fine of Rs. 100. ‘This clause is unnecessarily harsh to passengers. 
The railway subordinates should not allow a passenger to sit in a carriage 
which already contains the number of Petews allowed by law; and if such an 
occurrence takes place, the former, and not the latter, should be fined. 


The Swadesh Mangal (66) of the 6th May complains that the Subordinate 


: Judge of V holds his court from 5 p.m. till about 
Complains that the Sub- 


Judge of Végra holds his midnight. ‘T"hese unusual hours put parties, witnesses, 


court at unusnal oars. and others, particularly those who are not residents 

of that town, to great inconvenience. The writer 
requests the District Judge of Surat to remove all cause for complaint by order- 
ing the Sub-Judge to hold his court at the usual office hours. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 7th May complains 

of the Notification récently issued by the Municipality 

of — the Municipality of Broach that nobody will be allowed to beat tom- 

license from it to teat rn, toms in that town without the permission of the 
a om- a. ally ; 2 , 

toms in houses. Municipal authorities. The notification apparently 

: prohibits the use of tomtoms for ever so little a time 

and even in houses. To compel people to pay a fee and undergo the trouble of 

taking out a license for such a purpose is not right. It would be a different 


if persons were forced to take out licenses in order to beat tomtoms along 


the roads. 
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Street, Fort, Bombay, 

be made to wait for their 
ive owners -at the 

entrance to the street. 
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of the 4th May approves of the motion made by Mr. 
Dosébhéi Frdémji in the Town Council, that the carri- 
of Europeans and others who go to shops in the 

urch Gate Street should be made to wait for their 
owners near the Fountain, at the entrance to the street. 
But it is very strange that Sir Frank Souter did not 
approve of it. He said that the proposed arrangement 
will cause inconvenience and delay to the owners of 
carriages. But this is not such 9 serious matter as to 
necessitate the giving up of the proposal altogether. 


The street is much frequented, and there are fears of some great mishap happen- 
ing from the crush of carriages waiting at the doors of shops, At large assem- 
blies arrangements like the above are made without causing inconvenience ; and 


there is no reason why 


the same should not be made in the case of these 


shops. (The Bombay Samachar (47) of the 5th May makes somewhat similar 


observations). 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


_ New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
13th May 1879, 
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Politics and'the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 11th May refers to the absence of the 
Honourable Mr. El Edroos and the Chief of Phaltan 
Objects to the clauses relat- from the debate which ensuedon the second readin 


ing to compulsory water-rate : : “1: : ° : 
- oat i a of the Irrigation Bill in the Legislative Council, an 


Bombay Irrigation Bill. observes that they are merely ornamental Members 

and are of no real use whatever. Since the business 
of the Council is conducted in English, it is absurd to expect that any good will 
come from the appointment of men who are ignorant of that language, as these 
two gentlemen are. Here the writer gives the substance of the speeches 
delivered by the Official Members in reply to the arguments of the Honourable 
Mr. Murarjee, and says that they did not at all meet in a satisfactory manner 
the objections urged i that gentleman. In the Irrigation Bills relating to the 
North-West Provinces and the Punjab, there is no clause regarding the levy of 
compulsory water-rate, and the same omission is made in the Bengal [rrigation 
Bill, which was passed when Sir Richard Temple was Lieutenant-Governor of 
that Province. It is, therefore, surprising that His Excellency should now insist 
on the retention of the same clause in the Bombay Irrigation Bill. His 
Excellency declared that the insertion of this clause in the Bengal Irrigation 
Bill is under consideration, and it will most probably be adopted in a short 
time; but the Hindoo Patriot states that it has been already given up. In 
discussing the clause relating to forced labour, Sir Richard Temple admitted 
that the people of this Presidency were from time immemorial in the habit of 
rendering assistance on extraordinary emergencies ; but added that this provi- 
sion will be availed of only in compelling idle persons to give their help when 
required. If the habitants are accustomed to afford aid when necessary, the 
reason for retaining such power in the hands of Government officials appears 
questionable. ‘This clause will enable officials to force not only respectable men 
but even respectable women to work at their bidding. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 12th May, in an article on the Condition of the 
People, repeats many arguments which have been 
frequently reported, and asserts that the famine made 
Deccan and Gujardt its home, the moment it was 


Mukes observations on the 
administration of the country. 


discovered from the financial statement of this year that the proceeds of the - 


license-tax, which was originally levied to alleviate distress, were to be appro- 
priated for meeting the losses caused by unfavorable exchange. The 
expenditure caused by the Afghan war almost emptied the treasury, and this 
led Government to look with indifference on the sufferings of the people. Our 
Governor, who possesses immense administrative ability, on hearing of the 
prevalence of famine in the Deccan, at once wrote an elaborate Minute which is 
expected to drive that terrible monster from these parts. The people of 
_Kathidwdr, however, have been altogether left out of consideration. It is not 
likely that the Chiefs of that province will initiate any measures for their relief, 
because they are proverbially known to be indebt. In the midst of such fearful 
crisis, the Government of India seems to be bent upon making reductions as 


appears from its Resolution of the 8rd instant. Most probably the retrenchments 
will not touch the high salaried officials, but will affect only the low ‘and ill-paid | 
servants of Government. This is not an unmixed evil. They will feel that 


they have been instrumental in saving the lives of thousands of human beings, 
for whose benefit their already scanty allowances have been curtailed. But 
if they are turned adrift altogether, their position will be the same as that of 
the people who have been reduced to beggary by famine. In conclusion, the 
Suryodaya expresses a hope that our rulers will act with justice and impartiality. 


The same, in an article headed England, says among other things that 
Mien «© wha _., excessive loye of money has sometimes induced 
Pe loan off gpa Englishmen to perpetrate injustice. If once a man is 


for money, ~ found intent os the pursuit of gain alone, it will 


not be wonderful if his acts transgress the bounds of 


morality. The rigorous laws by which the British Government has bound 
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down its native subjects have always for their object the raising of money from 
them. The writer advises Englishmen to ponder over this subject deeply, and 
begs them to redress the grievances of their subjects. | 


A correspondent of the Mahdrashtra Mitra (5) of the 8th May, but received 
on the 12th, says that it is surprising that the disorders 
Desoribes the state of the revailing in the Deccan have not yet been suppressed. 
country in the Poona and hints ‘That Shdenoabis aiid hail 
Sétara Collectorates. en Hari Rémoshi was captured, everybody thought 
that these disturbances would cease; but the reverse 
has been unfortunately the case. Robbers have been recently committing 
dreadful havocs in the Khanddla Mahdl, Bhore Prant and the W4i Taluka. 
Only four days ago they attacked the village of Asawli and carried away 
considerable amount of property. About a couple of days afterwards they made 
an inroad on the village of Anduli. Both these attacks were made during day 
time, and they afterwards enjoyed a full meal in the neighbouring hills. Sofhe 
troops sent in pursuit of them retreated when the robbers fired on them. The 
country from Sherwal to Khambatki is infested with these marauders, who 
sometimes hide themselves in the recesses of the adjoining jungle. Some 
people on this side have already gone with their property to Poona to seek 
shelter, and some are intending to go soon. The inhabitants in villages have 
not had sleep for days, and the distress of the money-lenders and traders is. 
beyond description. ‘The writer in conclusion wishes to know how life and 
property is to be preserved in future. , 


A correspondent of the Dnydnodaya (8) of the 15th May, writing from 
Bérsi, says that the Christian population in this part 
Describes the condition of of the country managed to earn a scanty subsistence 
- Christian population in during the crisis of the famine, but their sufferings are 
s4rsiand in the neighbour- <: : ;, aa eae 
"il now beyond description. Many of them have to 
remain without food for days, owing to want of employ- 
ment and the prevalence of high prices. Some live upon raw mangoes and other 
fruit. Women are often to be seen without clothing, so wretched is their 
condition, The writer requests charitably disposed gentlemen to afford these 
poverty-stricken people all the assistance in their power. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 11th May alludes to a meeting recently held in 
the Framjee Kawasjee Institute to protest against the 
Refutes some of the argu- abolition of the Indian import duty on cotton goods, 
— of the Bombay Gazette, ond says that the strictures of the Bombay Gazette’on 
ich is in favor of abolish-_ , , : ° Agee 
ing thé duty on cotton the speeches delivered on the occasion were unjustifi- 
imported into India, able. That journal declares that the experience of 
| the past hundred years is unanimous in condemning 
this duty, and that its abolition is hoth just and beneficial. This is undoubtedly 
true, but the advantage is on the side of England only. Besides, this measure 
18 calculated to crush the rising cotton industry of india, and to render those 
manufactories useless in which our people hove invested millions of rupees. 
Again, it is urged that ee people of India gre already overburdened with 
taxation, and that, therefore, the petitioners ure not justified in demanding the 
‘retention of the duty inasmuch as it acts like a tax on the consumers of cloth in 
India. This view may he correct, but it is not the proper way of reducing the 
public burdens. Government has sanctioned a huge establishment for imparting 
education to its subjects, and the mone required for its support is raised from 
them. But no one would ever think of advocating the abolition of this depart- 
ment as a means of lightening the wejght of taxation. The present proposal is 
equally absurd. The Bombay Gazette maintains that if the Indian merchants 
are not able to compete with the merchants of Manchester in the- production of 
cloth, the sooner the Indian mills cease to exist the better. This opinion is 
Pt exp to the interests of the natiyes of India, and indicates the kind of 


eeling which Englishmen entertain towards them. In conclusion, the Arunodaya 


f 

advises our governors not to listen to the interested advocacy of that journal, 
and says that the idea of abolishing the duties on cotton goods Shea i into 
India should be abandoned. areas 
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The same says that Sir T. Mahadewréw, the Diwdn of Baroda, is 
in framing a scheme for securing the services of 
Makes remarks on the educated men for the Baroda administration, and it is 
echeme . the Diwan pw stated that the proposal is similar to that which 
as. of educated tren for ODtains for ree ry the Covenanted Civil Service in 
the Baroda administration. British territory. this measure- gives encourage- 
ment to high education, every body will rejoice, but. 
it is to be hoped that Sir T. Mahadewréw will consider the question in all its 
as before settling upon any particular plan. The English system of 
administration has many good characteristics which deserve to be copied, but 
care should be taken not to imitate its weak points. In former days English- 
men of noble families came to India. They treated the natives wit ounaa 
and consideration, and the natives were happy. But since the establishment 
of the competitive system, a set of paupers have been let loose on India, who 
have helped to increase the miseries of the people. We by no means wish that 
r men should be debarred from rising in the world, but they are not so 
ikely to look after the welfare of the people committed to their charge, as those 
who can boast of a noble origin. We earnestly hope that these suggestions 


will receive careful consideration from the Diwd4n of Baroda before he arrives at 
his final determination. ) 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 4th May, in a long article, gives a narrative of 

the capture of Hari Ramoshi. It runs as follows :— 

Describes the circumstances On the 13th April 1879, a certain man came to 
relating to the capture of Ramchandra Balcristna, Head Constable of Barsi, 


Hari Ramoshi, and says that : . ‘ 
Government thould cppoint efore sunrise, and informed him that a gang of robbers 


had encamped at Bawi. This news was immediately 
pre. sore, he ts aie to cencaiuiontad by the Head Constable to the Chief 
ascertain the real facts. Constable Akbar Ali in the presence of the man who 
had given the information. Akbar Ali at once ordered 

_ Ramchandra to send a Police Sowdr to Bawi in order to ascertain whether the 
robbers were really there. Accordingly, one Ajmudin, a mounted policeman, was 
despatched. While on the way he met a Mardtha, who, on being questioned, 
replied that the robbers were réally to be found in Bawi. The mounted police- 
man thereupon turned back and brought the Mardtha to the Chief Constable, 
about seven o’clock in the morning. ‘This man was cross questioned, and Akbar 
Ali immediately directed his subordinates to get ready. About eleven o’clock 
the whole police force, consisting of 35 men, headed by the Chief Constable 


and attended by about 15 townsmen, started in the direction of Bawi. They © 


reached that village about one o’clock in the afternoon. One Mr. Doerr also 
joined them about this time. The Chief and Head Constables and a select few 
entered Bawi, and the rest stationed themselves round the village so as to 
circumvent it. Some robbers were seized within the village. They were tied 
to posts in the Police Chavdi and left in ch of Ramchandra Balcristna. 
Akbar Ali and others then went out in search of the remaining gang. About 
three hundred yards outside of the village, Shaik Imam Mahomed Jamadar and 
the mounted policemen Govind Kristna and Ajmudin met five of the gang in 
& garden, and while conversing with them the rest of the party man to 
surround them. Akbar Ali then went a little forward and told them to lay 
down their arms. The robbers at first refused to do so, and replied that they 
would not allow themselves to be caught alive. Subsequently, hay agreed to 
surrender themselves to the head of the police force if he came forward. Upon 
this a consultation ensued whether Mr. Doerr or the Chief Constable sho 

ahead. Mr. Doerr suggested that the Chief Constable should himself move 
forward. That officer then went a little ahead and immediately retraced his 
steps. The rest of the police then at once demanded permission to fire on the 


robbers, and the mounted policeman Govind Kristna taunted the Chief Constable — | 


with being a coward. About this time Mr. Doerr ened to discharge his 


pistol on one side, and instantly a fight ensued in which the Chief Constable 


oe @ sword-cut on his head. He then asked his to and 
mself retired on one side. In the encounter one robber was killed, two were 


wounded and two others managed to escape. The Kalpataru, in commientin 
_ Upon the above circumstances, says that it is stated that rewards were civeliend 
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policemen were discharged for not affording help on the report of Mr. Doerr and 
the Chief Constable, but the above narrative will reveal who really were 
instrumental in the seizure of Hari Ramoshi. The writer suggests that Gov- 
ernment should nominate some high official unconnected with the police to 
make enquiries at Bawi, in order to ascertain the truth with regard to these 


occurrences, and hopes that ultimately justice may be done to the policemen 
who have been dismissed. 


The same of the 11th May, but received on the 12th, reports of a painful 


oe occurrence which happened in the village of Yerawade 

ius dae ameaomeemee te Sholépur Taluka. One veopoctable ola cultivator, 
who owned fifteen fields, paid balf the Government assessment due from him, 
and on his inability to meet the other half, asked his son to borrow money from 
some one, but unfortunately it could not be obtained. The land of course was 
put up to auction to satisfy the demands of Government. This drove the old 


man and his son to desperation, and they both committed suicide within a few 
days of each other. 


A correspondent of the Nasik Writta (19) of the 10th May says that the 
Deshpande of Sinnur some years ago collected sub- 
States that the conduct of scriptions in order to construct a car for parading 


the Mamlatd4r and Chief . : 
Erin ol Mieees tt the the god Rama in that town. Subsequently, a banker 


Nisik’ Collectorate towards Of the surname of Mhase assisted him in this work, 
the Deshpande of that town but the car until last year remained in the possession 


was unjustifiable. of Deshpande. This year Mhdse got the recently 

appointed Mamlatddr of this place on his side, and 
immediately notices were issued tothe Deshpande, ordering him not even to 
touch the car. The latter appealed to Mr. Baines, the Assistant Collector in 
charge of the taéluka, and that Officer decided that the practice of previous years 
should not be interfered with. But in deliberate defiance of this order, the 
Mémlatdér directed the Chief Constable to prevent the Deshpdnde forcibly from 
bringing out the car, and this was accordingly done. The Chief Constable is 
an old resident of this town, and knows very well the rights and privileges 
which the Deshpande enjoys. His conduct, therefore, has been very harsh and 
tyrannical. Matters at one time went so far that the Deshpande was abused 
and threatened with imprisonment in case he persisted in acting in opposition 
to the wishes of the Mémlatdér. It is probable that he may have to leave the 
town on account of the local authorities being inimical tohim. The Maémlatdér 
has also an evil eye against six other individuals. | 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (21) of the 11th May, but received 


PP cle ea on the 15th, states that a gang of 75 robbers attacked 


: the villages of Devli and Borud in the neighbourhood 
a By ear} Jae: of Polddpur, and after ill-treating the inmates of 


; certain houses ina most cruel manner, carried away 
cash to the extent of Rs. 5,000. They remained in the villages until eight in 
the morning, and at their departure declared that they would visit Polédpur 
about a week afterwards. tt is reported that ten police peons have gone in 
pursuit of them. No one is able to face these free-booters, as they are of a 


desperate character. All the traders and shop-keepers of Polédpur have 
removed to Mahal with their valuables. | 


The Sudarshan (37) of the 10th May, but received on the 14th, says that 


although frequent complaints have been made that.the © 
eck ee °° <2 ryots are unable to pay the land tax, yet strangely no — 
the famine-stricken districts, BOtice is taken of them. Many agrjculturists have 
eh spent all that they had in paying past instalments, and 
have nothing whatever to meet the instalment which is ps now. This being 
the case, it remains to be seen how Government will realise its land revenue. 
People are abandoning their houses and lands in search of employment else- 
where. At such a juncture Government should leave off its’ greed “for money, 
and should devote its attention to the preservation of the lives of its subjects. 
The people have grown so desperate through want that they do not hesitate to 
| sate unlawful deeds. They do not much care how they obtain their 
ving. ‘Those who are engaged in creating the disturbances are generally men 
3N P 17—5 [con 186) ) 
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of this class. The writer asks Government to cease collecting the land revenue 
from the poverty-stricken ryot. | 
The Gujardt Mitra (46) of the 11th May states that some Government 


officials in the mofussil refuse to accept 

Requests Government to rupees, if they do not give the usual clink on striking 
pst hsp haga ; — a eee s nape ge a, or bear some marks. 

' tis also stated that they re to receive curren 

poo ag aritoe eee notes in satisfaction of Government demands. This 
treatment puts the people to great inconvenience and 

sometimes causes pecuniary loss to them. Government should instruct all 
officials to receive genuine rupees and currency notes without the least objection, 
and to do whatever is needful with respect to badly sounding, worn out, or 


marked rupees in order to put them out of circulation. 


The same alludes to the recent Resolution of the Government of India on 
the subject of reductions in the civil expenditure, and 
Makes observations on the observes that it is surprising that Government should 
Resolution of the Supreme not have applied the shears to the military depart- 
Government on the subject of he. £7 
reductions in the civilexpen. ment which is conducted on a more extravagant scale 
diture. than any other. The civil departments are conducted 
in an economical manner. Ketrenchments to the 
extent of a crore and a half have been made in them. ‘These savings were 
effected by observing undue economy in petty items, such as stationery, drink- 
ing water, rations to convicts, and distribution of medicines in hospitals. There 
isno room for further reductions, and yet the Supreme Government insists upon 
this being done. Past experience in this matter leads one to believe that the 
local Governments will, in carrying out the order of the Supreme Government, 
effect the saving required by curtailing petty items, and the small salaries of 
ill-paid servants. Reductions in the salaries of Government servants, whether 
European or native,- drawing rupees five hundred and ares per month, 
should be made, and the importation of Covenanted Civilians from England 
should be at once stopped.- But, unfortunately, nothing of the kind is even 
thought of. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 13th May, in alluding to the dacoities 
which have been committed in the Deccan during the 
_ Observes that the disarm- last two months, observes that the time has arrived 
ion cae eae Lat aroaagea when the evil effects resulting from the disarming of 
repel the attacks of dacoita, the native population are being keenly felt. Even in 
| the most peaceful times, people in villages stand in 
danger of their lives and property, and need arms for their protection, How- 
ever good may be the arrangements which a Government may make for the 
protection of its subjects, it is impossible that it can render instantaneous assist- 
ance on every occasion on which aid is needed. The British Government is 
really the most powerful in Asia, and it has made good arrangements for the 
protection of its subjects ; yet, owing to their being deprived of arms, they are 
not able to defend themselves against the attacks of robbers or of wild animals. 
The continuance of dacoities in the Deccan for the last two months proves the 
inadvisability of disarming the rural population. Government has now sent 
troops to disperse the dacoits, and there is no doubt that the latter will be put 
down. But until this result is achieved, the villagers will have to make a 
greater sacrifice than they would have to make if they had arms to protect 
themselves. The disarming of villages will ultimately cause Government great 
trouble in preventing daordars. | 


The same of the 15th May observes that recent accounts show that the 
ele Cis i perpetrators of the. dacoities in the Deccan have 


adopt stro increased the area of their operations, and are com- 
sures for the ; mitting their rayages in the neighbourhood of Poona 
dacoities, as and Bombay. Jt appears from the news received 
ein, in” ates from Wai, that they attacked the house of a certain 
Mérwéri and carried away property worth about 
sixteen thousand rupees. ‘The miscreants, moreover, cut off the noses and ears 


of the Marwari himself and, several inmates of his house. The cruelty practised 
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by the etre s Pog soore§ Oh te of maimin oral victims had completely dis- a 
appeared o : it is to be regretted that it has re-appeared again. ough OS, ea 
artion of troops have been sent in search of them, not a of the several ta i 
moving in the country has been 13. eg orm On last Friday a gang consist- ae. 
ing of two hundred men attacked the house of a rich man, in the village of © 4) 
Palaspe, situated on the other side of the Bombay harbour, wounded several aor 
inmates and carried away property worth 75,000 rupees. These and other | 
instances show that as time e robbers are gaining strength and — 
and that their depredations are causing fearful losses to the population. The 


Bombay Government has given its attention to this subject ; but it ought at once AS 
to adopt strong repressive measures. 7 a 
The same of the 16th May, in alluding to the recent conflagrations at Poona, ay 

3 observes that the inhabitants of ‘that city believe Og 

Thinks that the recent that these fires were not accidental, and were the eg 
tae gh son gy y work work of the dacoits who infest the Deccan. This : ne 
i deehialih to adopt a belief is not altogether unfounded. The increase in a 
‘measures to putthem down. the number of dacoities in the surrounding district, oe 
had led the people of Poona to apprehend that the — 

dacoits might commit mischief in Poona itself. Their fear te been realized. = 


That two Government buildings situated at some distance from each other were 
simultaneously set on fire, and valuable Government records were burnt, 
naturally leads one to the belief that it was the work of incendiaries, who must 
be no other than the dacoits infesting the surrounding district. Unless the 
perpetrators of these crimes are expeditiously put down, they might grow more 
audacious and might be able to carry out some of their threats. The robbery 
committed by them near Panvel, situated on the other side of the Bombay 
harbour, has created fears of their visiting Bombay. But this is not likely to 
happen. They dare not come over to Bombay. However, it is possible that 2 
some of their secret agents might’ do mischief. It is discreet, therefore, that a 
the Presidency police should be on the alert. The fires in Poona prove that Be 
the measures titherto adopted against the dacoits are insufficient, and that 

there is need for taking even stronger steps in this matter. 


i 
The Jdme Jamsed (48) of the 16th May complains that the Deccani e 
Brahmins have monopolised the situations in several j 


Observes that appointments (Government offices in Bombay. The Parsis say that 


in Government offices in 


Bombay are monopolised by in every one of these offices numerous Deccanis are to ee. 
Brahmins, and requests Gov- be found, but Parsis are rarely to be met with. When- ie 
pr to give employment ever a Deccani gets influence in any office, he tries his ao 
to all classes of the people. = hest to employ persons of his own caste, and refuses to a 
admit others. In the Custom House there are about two hundred clerks, and they ae 
are all Deccanis, with the exception of one Parsi and two or three Portuguese. : ee Bs 
In the Fort Police Court, the Secretariat, and several other offices a similar state as 
of things exists. Whenever the head of an office wishes to promote a Parsi ee 
clerk, the Deccanis do their utmost to injure his prospects. The Jéme Jamsed a 
requests the attention of Government to this complaint, and hopes that in future ee 
employment in Government offices will be given to all classes of the people. 3: 
The same of the 17th May observes that the sufferings of the people in the, eo 
three districts of the Deccan have considerably aan 
Observes that the dacoits increased of late. By being successful in plundering | oan 
alte Bragg gett wag. small villages, the dacoits have gained courage and a 
Excellency the ihicccker ore plundering the erm populous vill - After a ae 
adopt strong measures for Driefly alluding to the attack made on the house of a | 
their suppression. . rich sowkér in the village of Palaspe near Panvel, the — “3 ae 
cee | Jéme Jamsed continues that the commission of such ss 
daring crimes ought not to be allowed any longer, and that strong measures 
ought to be adopted to put down their trators, since they have spread ae 


reat terror among the villages as to the security of life and property. It | i 
: ould be ascertained whether the dacoits have been driven to perpetratecrimes 
y starvation, or whether they have been instigated by any onetodo so. If = = © 


the former be the case, a few works ought to be opened fo give them relief until = 


there is a plentiful fall of rain. If the latter be the case, theirinstigatorsought == 
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be at once apprehended and punished. On the punishment of the inciters 
their followers will of thaasastwen disperse. The Jéme Jamsed that a 
larger number of troops than are now employed should be set to hunt them 
down, and remarks that His Excellency the Governor has sent Major Rivett 
Carnac, an able Officer, to assist in this work. But it would be well were His 
Excellency to discontinue his travels in’ the Deccan and to return to Poona 
where his presence is much wanted. He should remain there, and nally 
direct the measures to be taken against the miscreants. If His Excellency were 
to do this, confidence would be soon restored, and the dacoits would be soon 
discouraged. | 
The Akhbdre Sowddgar (49) of the 14th May highly approves of the motion 


made in Parliament by Lord Shaftsbury for enactin 
— pry eg a Factory Law for India. The iperatives in aia 
ss ” factories, particularly in the cotton mills in Bombay, 
are made to work from sunrise to sunset in a manner which even a cruel owner 
will not exact from his beasts of burden. It was the avarice of the mill-owners 
which frustrated the attempts of some merciful people to pass a law for reducing 
the working-hours in Indian mills. But, by the good fortune of the operatives, 
Lord Shaftsbury, the veteran well-wisher of the working classes, has become 
their advocate. His Lordship pleads their cause not from the selfish point of view 
of the merchants of Manchester, but from the merciful one of the humanitarian. 
The Indian operatives are under deep obligations to His Lordship for the 
disinterested advocacy of their cause. 


The same of the 16th May, in alluding to the recent fires in Poona, observes 
that many persons believed that the dacoities happen- 
Observes that the dacoits ing for some time past in the Poona District were 


must have been instigated by ° 
suk Gak tabetediel pesvonn the work of starving persons who were goaded to 


ee commit them by hunger; but the burning of two 
po gs woe ee Government buildings be that the Poona Dishinine 
| are thinking of the time of Bajiraw. It is improbable 
that starving people could be induced to perpetrate such crimes, unless they were 
secretly instigated by rich and influential persons. The accounts of the fires 
show that the two buildings situated at a distance of halfa mile from each 
other cannot have accidentally caught fire. No delay ought to be made in 
putting down with a strong hand the thoroughly disaffected Brahmins of Poona 
and the large armed gangs who are roaming about in the country. 


The Rdst Goftdér (50) of the 11th May requests the Police of Bombay to 


rohibit the proprietor of the Wilson’s Circus from 

, Requests the Police of issuing lotteries advertised by him. Lotteries are 
wean BoA cara immoral and are not authorised by law. The Home 
Grea ” Government has recently prohibited the use of lotteries 
| for raising a fund for the relief of the ruined share- 

holders of the Glasgow Bank. The Indian Government has so far discouraged 
the “Sweeps” at the horse races as to make it illegal to advertise them in news- 
papers. It grants permission to issue out lotteries when their proceeds are to 
2 devoted to some charitable purpose. But the lotteries to be issued at Wilson’s 
Circus are not of this nature. Their proceeds are to benefit the proprietor. 
He acted similarly last year, and there was a great crowd and confusion at the 
Circus on each of these occasions. It is nat right to let a private individual 
advertise lotteries for his own benefit, and the Police of Bombay ought to 


prohibit this practice.. (The Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 14th May expresses 
similar sentiments.) 


The A’rya Mitra (58) of the 11th May also disapproves of the refusal of 
Government rs allow the use of "say yagi Hall of 

Notices the refusal of Bombay to hold a public meeting for the purpose of 
the Bombay Government to adopting protests against the acts and measures of 
Fan thew pl a-’= Government. It alludes to the fact that the Hall was 
public meeting, and alvtc, built atthe joint cost of Government and the public, 


the people to bringa civil suit and to the refusal of Government on three occasions — 
against Government, or to to grant its use for convening a public meeting, and 


build another hall. observes that the public should get the question settled 


_in a court of justice. It censures the people for ‘their 


habitual lethargy in asserting their rights, and advises them that if they do not 


care to bring acivil suit against Government in this matter, thay had better 
erect another Town Hall at their own expense for holding public meetings. 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 11th May, in alluding to the recent Resolution of 
the Government of India on the subject of reductions in 
the civil expenditure, observes that if the subordinate 
administrations seriously carry out the instructions 
conveyed therein, the present involved condition of 
finance is sure to improve. It is a rather difficult 
task to effect retrenchments in the overgrown expenses 
of the different departments ; but if this is once done, everything else will go 
on smoothly afterwards. If Lord Lytton accomplishes this work satisfactorily, 
the people will gratefully remember him for ever. They have read the Resolu- 
tion with great satisfaction, but only one thing has marred that pleasure, that 
the military department has been excluded from the proposal for reduction. 
This department is the most expensive branch of the administration, and 
ought to be subjected to a rigid scrutiny. But considering the times Govern- 
ment has not movant it fit to. make any reduction in it. It, however, admits 


the necessity of reducing the military expenditure, and promises in the above 
Resolution to do it on a fitting opportunity. 


The same, in again alluding to the dacoities which are happening in the 

* Deccan, observes that on a former occasion it was 
remarked that the high prices of food-grains and the 
consequent distress prevailing among the] 


Hopes that the recent 
Resolution of Government for 
reducing civil expenditure 
will effect improvement in 
Indian finance. 


Is still of opinion that the 
high prices and conseqnent 
distress in the Deccan are the 
causes of the dacoities com- 
mitted therein. 


lower classes 
were the principal reasons for the prevalence of the 
crime, It is still of the same opinion. Incitement 
to commit these atrocities have been authoritatively 
proved, but it cannot be accepted as the originul cause. The inciters who 
have been as yet found to be two only, appear to have taken advantage of the 
present times. One of them has been convicted and sent to prison, while 
measures have been taken for the apprehension of the other Wdsudew Bulwant 
Fadke. Hitherto about thirty villages have been attacked and pillaged, and 
preperty worth about three lacs of rupees has been carried away. This isa sad 
state of things indeed. Though disloyalty to Government is said to be the 
cause, to amass riches seems to be the motive of these crimes. For, if the former 
were the case, the dacoits would not remain quiet after plundering the villages. 
Bier would do more than that, but they have not yet done so. atever may 
be the real reason, it is necessary that strong repressive measures should be 


adopted without delay, and it is well that Government has acted with prompti- 
tude in this matter. 


The same, in alluding to the despatch of Mr. Carey with two steam barges 
and some men to prevent: the piracies prevailing on 
the coast of Gujarat and Kathidwar, observes that this 
measure is sure to restore confidence among the people. 
But considering the extent over which piracies 


Prays Government to in- 
crease the number of ships, 
men and officers for prevent- 
ing piracies on the coast of 


Gujarét and Kathidwar. happened, it does not appear that the ships and men 
a will be able to crush out the crime effec- 
tually. More ships, men and officers should be employed in guarding the 


different parts of that coast; and the Gdikwdd, the Nawdbs of Sachin and 
Cambay, and the Native Princes of Kéthiawar should be required to adopt the 
requisite measures for guarding the sea coast of their respective territories. 


The same is highly grateful to Government for opening a medical class at 


Ahmedabad, but does not think that instructions 

rept to the odio Sl 
ec e m 1 ciass ° . . . . 
sheds to te ~ Should be given in Gujardti, The class is opened 
dabed. cere eT object that it should turn out medical practi- 


tioners who would be useful to the poor and middle 


classes of towns and cities, and to the rural population in general. This object | 
will be better secured if the instruction is conveyed in the vernacular. Again, the — 
_ limit of age for admission into this class is fixed from 15 to 20. . Fifteen years is 
' AOwever too young an age to commence the study of medicine, and it should 
“NP17—5 [con 136] 
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be raised to 18 years. The other limit of 20 years may also be profitab 
extended to a few years more. idering the large extent of Gujard4t an 
Kithidwar, it appears that unless similar are opened at several places 
in those provinces, their wants will not be wen plied. If this cannot be 
done at present, another class should be opened at Surat to meet the require- 
ments of Southern Gujarat. ioe 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Samdachér (47) of the 17th May complains that the Tulsi 

| water supplied to the Girgaum quarter of the town 

Complains that the Tulsi of Bombay stinks horribly. For several days past 
bedoaie 


ter liedtotheGirgaum ; ‘ 
vendo ad he “Tene ot it has been found that Tulsi water has 


Se ati impure. The Health Officer explained to the Town 
a Connell Gat it wilt get Welket GF Hell soca. Bet, 
on the contrary, it has grown worse. In the whole of Girgaum the water 
drawn from the pipes is bad. The smell which it gives out is similar to that 
which proceeds from gutters. People cannot drink it and even the washing of 
clothes is disagreeable. The use of such water may give rise to cholera or 
some other epidemic. Enquiry should be made whether the water supplied to 
other quarters also stinks, and strong measures should be adopted to get rid of 
the stench and to improve its quality. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
20th May 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash x dl 19th May alludes to the replies given by the 
fe es iy ae pay x pry of nee ag yeaa 
. i . Murarji to the questions e Famine Commis- 

Pn aa rs es sioners, and says that the opinion of the former is 
calculated to benefit the merchants of England only, 

and is decidedly adverse to the interests of the natives of India. Mr. Murarji 
considers that it will not do for the people of this country to devote themselves 
entirely to agricultural pursuits or to the cultivation of raw produce only, but 
believes that it is absolutely necessary for their well-being that the extinct 
manufacturing industries of India should be revived, and that Government 
should afford all the assistance in its power for the accomplishment of this 
desirable end. The Indu Prakdsh unreservedly adopts these views, and adds 
that every effort should be made to stimulate the production of manufacturing 
products here, which are now imported from England. This will be the only 
way of stopping the immense drain of wealth westwards, to which this country 
is annually subject. If Government were to. purchase paper, ink, soap, candles, 
and the numerous articles which are required: for the use of the army and the 
police in India, the greatest encouragement would be given to the revival of 
the manufacturing industries of this country. Our rulers should not listen to 
the interested representations of the merchants of Manchester, but should 


unhesitatingly render all the aid in their. power for the promotion of the welfare 
of the Indian population. . : 


A correspondent of the same alludes to the recent articles in the Deccan 

os Herald newspaper against Bramhins in connection 

Aianys inst the suspicion of with their alleged complicity in the disturbances 

isloyalty against Bramhins a 

is absurd, and recommends Prevailing in the Deccan, and asserts that they have 

the people of that caste to rendered useful services to the British Government on 
form an association for many occasions. The Natus, the Patwardhans, the | 
asa" a oe Deshmukhs and the Jambhekars have, in times past, 
against hy 5" served the British Government at the risk of their lives, 
and all Bramhins are now ready with one accord to 
lace themselves at the disposal of the British Government. This being so, it 
is somewhat astonishing that Bramhins in general should be stigmatised as 
disloyal, because one Phadke among them has joined the dacoits. The charge 
of disloyalty is simply absurd. If the dacoits had abstained from molesting 
Bramhins, there might have been some ground for the accusation; but the fact 
that their ravages are directed against all persons without distinction of caste, 
proves that the statement is unjustifiable. It is to be hoped that our Government 
will not allow itself to be guided in its public measures by this silly and perverse 
journal. All who are found disturbing the public peace should be punished 
alike whether they are Bramhins or Rémoshis. In conclusion the writer advises 
Bramhins, and particularly those of Poona, to form themselves into an association 
for the purpose of protecting their rights as subjects of the British Crown, and 
to take steps to vindicate themselves when indictments like those, in which the 
Deccan Herald has been recently indulging, are brought against them. It is to 
be hoped that the mistakes made in the celebrated Surat. trial may not be 


—— in finding out those who have instigated incendiarism in the city of 
oona. 
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Another correspondent of the same, writing from Sidhpur in the Collector- 

_ ate of north Kanara, says that the passed medical 
ee a passed medi- pupil in charge of the dispensary at that station 
dispensary agi ps ., 218 ignorant of his profession, and is besides rash in 
incompetent for his work. treating patients. A few days ago he recklessly put 

a: _ -——s caustic into the eyes of a man who was suffering from — 
rf © disease, and this immensely aggravated his malady. Other instances of 
rR 2 are reported against him, and the Indu Prakdsh, therefore, trusts that — 
of monica will not allow young and inexperienced persons to be left in charge 
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The Native Opinion (2) of the 18th May refers to the dacoities prevailing 

inthe Deccan and to the recent conflagrations in the 

_ Request, Goverhmons 2 city of Poona, and says that the time has arrived 

et TO Bie when Government must take prompt and decisive 
which is inadequate to the 2 

requirements of the Presi- measures to put down the trators of such terrible 

dency, and saysthat public deeds. At the same time it behoves Government 


works should be started in officials, who are charged with the duty of se tgs, 


the destite. employmen’ *® the miscreants, to act with the greatest caution an 


circumspection. At such a juncture bad men may 
come forward and point to wrong parties in order to gratify their own private 
grudge; but it isto be hoped that the t maxim of English law, that it is 
better that hundred guilty men should escape than that one innocent man 
should be punished, will not be lost sight of. There can be no difference of 
opinion as to the course to be adopted towards the real participators in these 
actions. They should be punished with the utmost promptitude and rigour. 
Government has been hitherto slow in recognizing the existence of dacoities, 
and its dilatoriness has caused an infinite amount of mischief, both to the people 
and the Government. Finally, the Opinion considers that the police force is not 
adequate to the requirements of the Presidency, and that steps should at once 
be taken to increase it, and that public works should be started in order to give 
employment to the idle and the destitute who have been led to join the ranks 
of the criminal population in order to eke out a scanty subsistence. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) in its issues of the 19th and 22nd May; in a couple 
of articles, says that it is reported that the land 


Makes remarks on the yevenue is being collected in the most vigorous 
Ap 


collection of land revenue in 


the Indapur Taluka. manner in the Indd4pur Téluka. Cultivators are will- 


ing to give up their lands altogether on account of 
their inability to meet the assessment on them. But it is somewhat surprising 
that they are not allowed to do this. In the present crisis, when prices are high 
and famine almost prevails, it would be well to forego the collection of the 
land revenue for 1876. If enquiry were made as to the state of the Inddpur 
Téluka during the last five years, it will be found that the quantity of land 
lying uncultivated has been steadily increasing annually. ._ If it be really the 
intention of Government that its revenue should not fail in future, and that the 
agriculturists should prosper, it is absolutely necessary to exercise some 
liberality at present. Our revenue officers maintain that the Government 
demand on account of land is purposely settled low, in order that the necessity 
for remissions of revenue may not arise. The Resolution of Government, however, 
published on the 27th of April 1841, and which is still in force, does not countenance 
this view. Again, the Bombay Government, in commenting upon the report 
on the collection of the land revenue in the Surat Collectorate, observed in its 
Resolution dated 16th July 1851, that it would have been better to have 
remitted altogether the land revenue which had been outstanding instead of 
postponing its realisation till the following year. This being so, it is simply 
astounding that no remissions are granted when the fesrtiiee, amount to so 
large a sum as half of the total collections. In 1867, the Government of 
ste declared that in villages where there has been a complete failure of 
crops, land revenue should be remitted altogether, and that the demand of 
Government should bear a.certain proportion to the yield of the crop for the 
time being. All these Resolutions are unanimous on the subject of remissions, 
and that considering the wretched condition of the population in the Inddpur 
Téluka, Government should have foregone the collection of the land revenue 
for the last three years. During the administration of Sir Philip Wodehouse, 
6 remissions of land revenue granted during each year amounted to seven 
lacs of rupees over the whole Presidency. The seasons then were by no means 
80 bad as those which have succeeded them, and yet the remissions in 1877 
amounted only to the small sum of two lacs of rupees. This new policy was 
inaugurated by Sir Richard Temple, when he was appointed Famine Delegate, 
and it has been rigorously adhered to since then. The Dnydn Prakésh earnestly 
hopes that Government may still be induced to change its course, and prays 
that the poor cultivators may not be stripped of all that they have. 
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The Suryodaya (4) of the 19th May says that when maladministration 
vails in native territories, our Government is not 

Makes remarks” ‘*° behindhand in interfering in the interests of the oa 
ai people. This is evident from the action taken with 
regard to the Native States of Baroda, Jath and Sangli. It is, therefore, absurd ae 
to offer suggestions to our rulers who must be allowed to be infallible on ee 
administrative matters. It is true that some little delay occurred in the 
measures which were taken to alleviate the distress caused by famine in Orissa; : 
but subsequently in the famine which prevailed in Bengal, this mistake was Bey 
avoided, and the efforts made to afford relief were prodigious. The admirable | 
manner in which a similar crisis was met recently in the Presidencies of Madras . 
and Bombay is well known, and on this occasion even the public of England gave 
liberal help. Again, the license-tax was levied with a view to meet the cost of 
future famines, and His Haclllency the Governor wrote a Minute to start public 
works in order to afford aid during the prevailing distress. The lawless gangs 
led by Hoonia and Dadoo were captured and punished. It is unnecessary to 
refer to the measures which have been taken to suppress the present disturb- 
ances which have spread terror over the country. ‘These facts speak volumes "33 
in favor of the superiority of the British to native rule, but it may be as well ee 
to state what fools have to say on the other side of the question. Here follows Le . 
the substance of a letter published in the Times of India and signed by 
Jamshunkar and Phadke, Head Clerk, and Pradhan, respectively, to the second 
Shivajee. | 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 18th May adverts to the Resolution of the Gov- 
ernment of India on the subject of reductions in the 


Pires a eae meat public expenditure, and says among other things that 
expenditure. itis glad that Government has resolved upon this a 


step.. At the same time care must be taken that the 
measures to be adopted do not injuriously affect the masses. The interests of 
the governors and the governed are identical, and any injury to the latter will 
ultimately affect the former with redoubled force. During the last three years 
the people have been reduced to the utmost verge of destitution by famine and 
the prevalence of nigh prices. Is it right that at such a juncture retrenchments Phas. 
should be made in the.engineering department which a affords subsistence eo 
to the bulk of the population? A little consideration of the terrible distress Ba 
which now, prevails will show that this measure is fraught with infinite mischief ae 
to the country. Here the writer says that the people in the Deccan are a 
creating disturbances, because they have no other means of earning their liveli- 
hood, Ifan unconditional pardon were granted, and they were assured of a 
tolerable means of subsistance, we are certain that they would abandon their 
present mode of life. In conclusion the Arunodaya hopes that Government 


will be M eect to rescind the Resolution in question so far as it affects reductions 
in the Public Works Department. 


The same briefly alludes to the dacoities which are happening‘in the Konkan, 
- and to the recent conflagrations in the city of Poona, 
Says that the charge of and says that according to the Bombay Gazette all 


di , , 
a" oy dale tie this mischief has been caused by the educated 


: an Brahmins of Poona. That distinguished journal is oe 
, 7 not content with bringing forward the above charge, Bee 
ut asserts that educated Brahmins wish to subvert the British Government, and ia 


that, therefore, it is necessary to declare martial law in Poona, and to inflict 
condign punishment on the culprits, The accusation is utterly groundless ; for, 
: 18 certain that such an idea never penetrated the head of an educated 
rego It is stated that a certain Brahmin has joined the dacoits; but to 
pre the guilt of the whole race from a single example is, to say the least, 
. f — Besides, Brahmins are not the persons to venture on the performance 
P earful deeds as is evident from their past history. Itis well known that (, (| .4 
- educated men are fond of imitating the manners and customs of the ruling = = | 
ar It is, therefore, ver unlikely that they would do anything calculated to = | 
br nger the stability of the British rule. The Bombay Gazette is the only 
“wspaper which is capable of entertaining such a notion. It will not redoun 
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to the credit of that journal to poison the minds of our rulers by publishing 
false imputations on loyal and innocent persons. 
The Kalpataru (16) of the 18th May says that when paupers are found in 
the town of Sholépur, the police peons take them to 
Makes 9 Expl on os Laps nage . oe pera an a pres — 
troa them to be emplo on ic works at Aherwadi. 
elie td Sholépar, — ‘Here, however, alt are ak retained, and those who 
adopt remedial measures. are foutid unfit for work are sent back fo Sholdpur. 
There again they are denied admittance to the poor- 
house, so these people with feeble frames are made to move backwards and 
forwards without the means of subsistance. Besides, those who obtain employ- 
ment are paid wages which are utterly insufficient for their maintenance. The 
system also of administering relief in the poor-house at Sholdpur is faulty. 
he daily allowance is not enough to keep body and soul together. The writer 
requests the Collector to direct his attention to this subject, and to adopt 
remedial measures. By his so doing, he will be the means of saving the 
lives of thousands of human beings. 


The Khdéndesh Waibhaw (17) of the 16th May, but received on the 19th, 
says, among other things, that hitherto the Bombay 
Ps, oh yom —. ¥ — alone rR to ph se natives in mort “i 
ay rahminsin particular, and chargethem with disloyalty; 
popes ed pthey rede 4 but that seaibe Deccan Herald has begun to imitate 
that distinguished journal. Since the commencement 
of the disturbances in the Deccan, the two newspapers have been directing 
their attacks against educated Brahmins. A Brahmin ofthe name of Phadke 
is said to have joined the dacoits, and from this solitary instance, the Bombay 
Gazette, after giving the affair the appearance of a political movement, has 
recommended Government to declare martial law in Poona, and to keep a strict 
watch on all educated Brahmins, If the slightest proof had been adduced to 
prove the complicity of Brahmins in these disturbances, we should have been 
the foremost to propose the measures suggested by the Bombay Gazette. But it 
does not require much wisdom to show that Brahmins who have never in their 
lives borne arms, are not eapable of performing the atrocious deeds with which 
they are charged. It is very mean of these two journals to bring forward 
accusations involving charges of disloyalty against Brahmins, because they are 
the only people who compete with Europeans on equal terms in learning. It is 
unfortunate that there is no law to prohibit newspapers from creating ill-feeling 
and distrust between the Government and its subjects. 


The Surya Prakédsh ( 49) of the 17th May praises Mr. Pratt, the Collector of 
. Surat, for discharging in a satisfactory manner the 
Praises Mr. Pratt for dis. duties of the various offices which he held in that 
—_ », HM sr wee district, and congratulates him on his appointment as 
6 . en 
had to perform as Collector Acting Commissioner of Customs. Mr. Pratt has, 
of Surat. during his long stay in Surat, secured the love of the 
made people of that district. As President of the Local 
Municipality, he did not refuse to receive suggestions from the Municipal 
Commissioners. As President of the Local Fund Committee, -he acted in a 
similar way. He discharged the duties of a Political Officer with due regard 
to the rights of the Chiefs in his charge. As Collector of Land Revenue he 
was well versed in the revenue system, and dealt mercifully with the ryots. 
He performed the duties of the District Magistrate with care, and did what he 
thought proper and just. He also afforded relief to those who were overtaxed, 
or who ought not to have been taxed. On the whole his administration was 
creditable, and the people are glad that his services have been, acknowledged 
by promotion to a higher office. | 


The Gujardt Mitra (465) of the 18th May contains a communication, the 
> writer of which praises the Raja of Devgad Béariya for 
i ‘stadia me ” create his proficiency in the use of arms, and for vere 
work of aan A “ee killed twenty-five tigers and numerous wild hogs an 
beasts. bears. Though the Raja thus deyotes his time to the 
ha _ extermination of these creatures, about fifty persons 

ve been killed or injured by them in the current year. People living in 
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jungles kill these animals with arrows. But since the disarming of the 
population, the science of archery has disappeared, and tigers and other animals 
of prey have increased and become dangerous. They kill men, cows and 
buffaloes in large numbers. Some Europeans hunt these beasts, but the evil 
has not perceptibly diminished. It behoves Government, therefore, to create 
a separate department for the destruction of wild animals. 


The same of the 18th May alludes to the telegraphic news that the London 
: Times condemns the recent abolition of a portion of 
Sees little hope of ype | real the import duty on cotton goods, as a measure taken 
od at taken by the people 2 the interests of Lancashire and at the sacrifice of 
of England in the question of Indian interests, and observes that it is gratifying that 
the abolition of the duty on the meeting held the other day in Bombay for 
cotton goods imported into protesting against the abolition of the duty has 
India. attracted the attention of the press and people of 
England. The Mitra laments the unsatisfactory condition of Indian finance, 
and makes suggestions to Parliament in the interests of India; but does not 
think that any benefit will accrue to India from all this talk. Past experience 
has shown that Indian questions are brought on for discussion at the fag end 
of a Session when Members are tired of work ; and that no sooner the discussion 
begins, than they desert the House one by one. When so much unconcern is 
exhibited towards India, there is little hope of any number of petitions 
benefiting her. There are three or four Members besides Mr. Fawcett, who 
advocate Indian interests, but their efforts have seldom or never been crowned 
with success. We ought, however, not to desist from seeking redress from 
Government, Parliament, and as the last resource from the august Soveréign. 
It is our duty to do this and to leave to fate the result of our exertions. 


The Bombay Samachar (465 of the 20th May, in alluding to the apprehen- 
| sion of Keshaw Krishnaji Ranade, on suspicion of his 
Makes a guess as to the having set fire to two Government buildings, observes 
authors of the recent confla- : : : 
pretions in Poona. that though his confession is not yet confirmed by 
direct evidence, there is more foundation now than 
there was before for guessing that the buildings were set on fire at the instigation 
of certain parties. But great care must be taken in finding out the perpetrators. 
Accounts received from 5, eos state that several thoughtless Europeans believe 
that the educated Brahmins of Poona together with the respectable, loyal and 
learned Poona Sarvajanika Sabha are implicated init. This conjecture is 
wrong. ‘Though Government does not share these views, it ought, as much 
as possible, to discourage Europeans from needlessly hurting the feelings of 
loyal. natives. Several considerate Europeans and natives believe that the 
instigator of the conflagrations must be the notorious Wasudew Balwant Fadke, 
who induced some one to do the diabolical act, in order to destroy the deeds 
which were in the Registration Office, and in the Subordinate Judge’s Court. 
In order to divert the attention of the authorities from their real design, the 
Wishrémbdég palace was very probably set on fire. This supposition is 
confirmed by the circumstances that in the late Agrarian disturbances in the 
Deccan, the rioters aimed at destroying documents in the possession of 
sowkérs, and that the notorious Wasudew Fadke is said to entertain similar 
views. This supposition seems very probable, and raises a strong presumption 
that the incendiaries were not actuated by enmity to Government. (The Jéme 
Jamsed (4%) of the 21st May expresses similar sentiments with respect to the 
educated Brahmins and the Sarvajénika Sabha of Poona, and advises them to 
assist Government in the detection of the incendiaries.) 


,» The same of the 2lst May approves of the ‘scheme devised by Mr. 

Wedderburn for establishing village panchdyats or 
a bers ges sho ae — arbitration nan for the ig = of suits — which 
sebtinns: : 8° the agricultural classes are defendants. a justice 
Soon ut ey oe our dispensed by British courts of law is very expensive, 
ryots are concerned. and | is a heavy burden on the ryot. Mr.Wedderburn’s 


plan possesses the rare merit of remedying this, as the 
fee to be levied will be at the rate of two .annas for every ten rupees. The 
scheme is also practicable and beneficial to those for whose good it has been 


Ap 


.) 
tors 
athe 


proposed. The Samdchdr hopes that the Bombay Government will see it in the 
same light, and do the needful to bring it into practice. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (4%) of the 22nd May, in notici 
place on the 20th instant in Ho 
observes that the uent fires which have of late 
occurred in that city show that there must be a large 
gang of incendiaries. They have by their diabolical 


the fire which took 
ay sy oy ce s palace in Poona, . 
fires in Poona, which have 
happened of late, show that 
there is @ gang of incendi- 


aries ha that city, we — acts caused t alarm and sorrow. Major Daniel has 
to a an 
M nishod 5 pie, cuptured some of the dacoits and has recovered a large 


amount of stolen property. These successes raise ho 
that the dacoits will soon be effectually put down. His Excellency the Governor 
arrived at Poona yesterday, and it is expected that he will give his personal 
attention to this serious evil, and restore peace and confidence in the disturbed 
districts. (The Bombay Samdchdér (46) and the Akhbdre Sowddgar (48) of the 
same date express somewhat similar sentiments). 


The Yajdén Parast (58) of the 11th May, but received on the 19th, regrets 
that strong measures were not at once adopted for 

Requests Government to the suppression of dacoities in the Deccan, but is now 
ascertain whether, Waendew glad that the Bombay Government has become aware 
me postion ‘as nnd of the serious nature of the crisis. ‘Troops have been 
secret emissaries. ) despatched to put down the dacoits, and a reward 
has been offered for the apprehension of Wasudew 

Balwant, who has incited them to these lawless acts. But strict enquiries should 
be made whether any persons secretly assist him, and if they are detected, they 
ought to be severely punished. Government has probably given its serious 
attention to this subject. ) 


The same is gratified to learn of the CE of Mr. Pedder as Secre 
aor ties ee at the 03 — pevge dh — ‘ ce 89 | his 
giad of the appointment services while employed in this Presidency, the Parast 
= Pedder at the India Chserves that ne Batilenabt Officer, Colicetor, and 
Commissioner of Customs, he gave complete satis- 
faction to the public. His advice, therefore, at the India Office, when questions 
about famine and revenue are under consideration, will be very valuable. The 
Secretary of State for India deserves to be congratulated for having secured the 

services of an Officer so efficient as Mr. Pedder. 


The same of the 18th May observes that several Brahmins of Poona have 
become disloyal to the parental British Government. 
Says that the Brahmins of They have shown ingratitude to their rulers who 
scone tare secretly incited have educated and raised them in the scale of humanity. 
its to set Governzhent ° 
buildings on fire. No set of natives have been so ungrateful as these 
Brahmins. They have secretly incited the dacoits to 
set two Government buildings on fire. For such misconduct they deserve the 
severest punishment. If strong measures are not adopted to put them down, 
the present dacoities might ultimately assume the form of disturbances of as 
serious a nature as those which occurred in 1857. In that year there were some 
conflagrations, but Government did not at first take notice of them, and this 
peaewes a bad effect on the country. The same might be the case now. 
ome ungrateful miscreants of Poona desire to become another Shivajee or 
Nana Saheb. They should be at once put down. For the safety of the people 
of India, and for preserving intact the good fame of the British administration, 
this work should be first accomplished. 


The same notices the recent dacoities in the villages of Nera, Chikla and 
Palaspe in the Panvel Taluka of the Thdna Collec- 
cores, and observes that they a that the dacoits 
wi , ave become very daring, are committin 
of the de, Seen dreadful cruelties. "They have been encouraged te 
from the raids of the dacoits. do these things by the defenceless condition of the 
villagers. In this tdéluka there are only fifty-five 
policemen. They are quite unable to oppose a gang numbering about two 
undred. Government ought to take proper measures to protect the defenceless 
Villages from the raids of the miscreants. eas 
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Requests Government to 
adopt measures to defend 
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The same observes that the Deccani Mardth4s and Brahmins are to be found 
| in great numbers in Government offices. In the 
Customs ee and x the ra gy 1 ney 34 | 
in power, and in courts of justice the ve forme 
disloysl, and advises Govern- t clique.” Wherever they are employed, they 
emplo in numbers 4p to exercise great influence. ut it ig no 
in Sof Goveramens office. Cie @ secret shah. cereal of them are disloyal. 
Wassudew Balwant, who is leading gangs of dacoits, 
is one of them. He was a Government servant, and may have accomplices, who, 
while remaining in Government service, try to spread disaffection against the 
rulers. ‘The Deccani Mardthés and Brahmins are conceited. Instead of making 
a proper use of the education imparted to them by the benevolent British Gov- 
ernment, they seem to have lost their heads, and appear to be engaged in 
devising plans for risin ainst constituted authority. Government should 
keep a strict watch and should prevent such persons from being employed in 


large numbers in any Government office. Until this is done, their seditious 
tendencies will not be checked. 


The same, in alluding to the case eg tried in ok pe ¢ ‘wor yt 

; urt, in which Dr. Craig was charge th having 

oni p ee Se PO sas personated a Government Doctor, says that the police 
strict enquiries into the apprehended the Doctor without a warrant. Though 
charges brought against Dr. g warrant was not necessary in such acase, still the 
yraig before apprehending Doctor was a respectable citizen and ought not to 
: , have been apprehended at once on the unsupported 
statements of two or three prostitutes. The treatment to which the Doctor 
was subjected makes the respectable portion of the public of Bombay tremble 
about their own safety. Had the police made strict enquiries before his 


apprehension, the necessity of placing him before the Police Magistrate would 
have been avoided. 


The same of the = May Sit that a a Fret or very 
aring. ey commit their depredations in all parts 

BA. remediate -y oleae ia eau and in ie neighbourhood of military 
suppression of the dacoities cantonments. A correspondent of the Bombay Gazette 
in tho Deccan, and makes says that the miscreants lately cut off the telegraphic 
a wire near Karjat. They might now become so bold 
as to injure the railway line; and in that case the public mind will be much 
disturbed. Their number is about fifteen hundred, and they are all armed. As 
they meet with success in their enterprise, they may receive accessions to their 
number. It behoves Government, therefore, to take due precautions to station 
parties of troops at different es in the disturbed districts, and to send small 


soars in pursuit of them. ‘The dacoits ought to be put down with a strong 
d before they are allowed to commit serious damage. 


The Loka Mitra (58) of the 18th May, in alluding to the recent fires in 


oona, observes that the accounts received about these 


Requests Government to catastrophes lead one to the conclusion that they were 
exercise care and caution in 


not accidental but were the work of incendiaries. It 

ps Hy page og Bayh seems that the badmashes finding that Poona could not 
incendiaries who set on firethe be pillaged easily, satisfied their evil desire by setting 
ah and Wishrimbég fire to two of its most important buildings. It is true 
pe eee ee that Government ismaking stenuous efforts todetectthe 
miscreants, and has apprehended four individuals on suspicion. But until stronger 
measures are adopted, and the incendiaries are exposed and held out to public 
contempt, the panic which has been created among the people will not abate. 
However, great care and discretion must be exercised in discovering the real 
po 8 t has been found that innocent ns are sometimes thrown into 
culties in agitated times, as happened in the celebrated trials at Baroda and at 
Surat. Such cases defeat the object aimed at, and je ran 


Government. It is to be hoped that nothing of the kind 
to the co 


bring discredit on 


' Similar sentiments. 


nflagrations in Poona. (The A’rya Mitra (59) of the same date expresses 


occur with respect — 


a Bids 
” is, ak 
ay WRG 


The same, after stating that dacoities have been happening in the Deccan 
for the last three months, and that the evil is growing, 
Says that His Excellency and that the dacoits have become daring, observes 
the 8 Pry ego - of vat the crime has assumed an unusual form. They 
sdovting se nl Nag ta Si roam over a large extent of territory, and their object 
down the dacoities in the seems rather to create feelings of aversion to Gov- 
Deccan. ernment than to amass wealth. It appears that 
| the dacoits are illiterate hill-men who are assisted by 
several educated persons. Against this growing evil Government has adopted 
strong measures. But stronger measures are required in order to suppress it 
effectually. We are glad that His Excellency the Governor has given his 
attention to this subject, but it would be better if His Excellency were in Bombay 
in these disturbed times. 


After alluding in another short leader to the dacoits having plundered the 
village of Palaspe near Panvel, and carried away a 
Recommends the adoption large amount of valuable property, the same observes 
of ae rsetgoeen se A aL ey, that if they are not soon put down, they might extend 
a on dacoita. ~ ~——~«s« their area of operations. Though there is no fear of 
their coming to the city of Bombay, the circumstance 
that they had a hand in the recent conflagrations in Poona, makes it desirable 
that precautions should be taken to prevent their agents from committing any 
diabolical acts here. In alluding to the threatening letters received by the 
Times of India and other newspapers, the substance of which lately appeared 
in the former paper, the Mitra remarks that this low trick may have a 
bad effect on the ignorant classes. Hence it is absolutely necessary that the 
miscreants should be brought to condign punishment with all possible speed. 


The same, in giving the substance of the measures suggested by the Poona 
Hopes’ ‘that Government Sarwajénik Sabha for the effectual suppression of 
will attend to the suggestions acoities, observes that some of the suggestions are 
made by the Poona Sarwa- worthy of being adopted. Considering the position 
janik Sabha for the suppres- of those who form the association, and their residence 
Deo Ms dacoities in the in the Deccan, it seems that wiser suggestions could not 
be expected from any other source. Unless some of 
the recommendations are given effect to, it does not seem likely that the evil of 
dacoities will completely eb from the Deccan. It is, therefore, to be 
hoped that Government will give its attention to the suggestions contained in 
the petition of the Sabha. 


The Broach Samdchdr (67) of the 15th May, but received on the 19th, 
| observes that there can be no doubt that the present 
Requests Government to administration is superior to the native governments 

Pee ovary new Actinthe of former times. tts laws are impartial, and the 
pS ae ge ofthis dministration of justice is pure. But sometimes 
officials act arbitrarily and produce among the illiterate 
and ignorant classes a want of confidence in the honest intentions of Government. 
This happened in Bombay in the Tower of Silence case and in Surat in the 
cases which arose out of the riots in that town. After these preliminary 
observations, the Samdéehdr states that when any new laws are enacted, due 
publicity is not given to them, and consequently many people remain ignorant 
of them, and have to suffer in consequence. As an instance in point, the writer 
refers to the Parsis of Broach, and their.grievances with respect to the A’bkiéri 
aws. It would be well, therefore, were Government to cause every new law 
to be published in the newspapers of this Presidency. 


The same states that the rumour it mentioned 


Contradicts th RR ee ge ; 
mentioned in ite imme of de Lt its. issue of the 24th ultimo, about the Daroga of 


24th ultimo the Sadar Distillery is found to be false. Nasarwanji 
of the Sadar Distillery is now said to have purchased the liquor from Edalji 


Dhanji Cama. | 
The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 20th May states that lists: of persons liable 
Observes that in the town 0 the: license-tax for the current year, with the 
of Broach persons have been amount payable by each individual, have been stuck 
ONP24—5 [con 138 | 


"aad 
>, eee ‘ in <a 


* 
Pe a > eae oe Pe ee, 


ie ts 
i 5 
‘ te, tee 7, ae 


>. 
% - ‘ 
Pd Gt 


* 
rae 


ah Po 


f 


& 
% 
fy 


Oi ie 8 


2 _ 
ve $ 


“ ~ * 
t we - 
’ thx F ® 
te FF - tie 4 at ie 2 y 
: aT ry a vy ed yf 4 
' ‘ = 
: $ } ve “ at Ye 


mee ea We 
ee 


° 4 * 
mig . OT a 
- f ’ q ‘ 
bt og: al Je ee ee 
. ; i's & 4 3 “ 
Ree Fae 
See, we a) 
, Pte Bee at aes 
oe a - . 


7 


“aks, « Y © Prd let Ps pe re Tha Ts» . 
’ y a ‘ - * od . 
s % ¢ ~~ : , ’ ek 4 $ ¥ 7 t ~ 4 7 <q ww? . 
ete ae e--# ‘va /* P A, : Lh : : 2 - J, 
7 . + __ ° e > : ; 


Pe. % 


a mee 


assessed to the license-tax at up in the town of Broach. In these lists, the same 
the same rates asin the last mounts as were estimated and entered in last year’s 
ane © similar lists are shown, and no notice has been taken 
of the reductions made on appeal. Thus the persons who got the assessments 
reduced last year must again _ for reduction, and undergo the trouble and 
inconvenience of first paying the assessed amount and then waiting upon the 
Collector and showing him their account books. To avoid this, Government 
should issue orders either to levy the same amount of tax as was levied last 


year, or to assess every tax-payer after examining his account books. 


The Swatantraté (73) for the month of April 1879 contains an article 
headed ‘ Letter from Surtil4l.” The writer states 

Mentions the causes ofthe that he went out for a picnic during the Shimga 
se A pa prec ny holidays and there fell asleep. He had a dream, and 
poverished her, . in that dream he saw the tutelary goddess of India. 
She told him that the decline of India had been 

caused by the absence of money and education. After alluding to the 
Mahomedan conquerors and to the dreadful injuries which they inflicted on this 
country, the goddess observed that after the Mahomedans the English 
merchants appeared on the scene. They came for trade, then interfered and 
created a confusion in the State affairs of the country. The East India 
Company was very greedy of money. It officiously intermeddled in the affairs 
of Native States. It amassed wealth, acquired land, and sent away shiploads 
of money to its own country. Being merchants by profession, the Company 
brought new-fashioned articles and earned large profits by their sale. It then 
—— to politics and denuded India of its wealth by wars, taxes and 
other similar artifices. Any country so circumstanced must be inevitably 
ruined. Clive is said to have carried away to his native land one hundred ships 
full of wealth. Hastings made wars with the native princes with the object of 
satisfying the cravings of the avaricious Company. Though the English have 
come into the possession of this large country, the are not contented. They 
impose heavy taxes on natives and send away annually to their country one-third 
of the revenues, By means of commerce incalculable amount of wealth is carried 


away. The goddess then exhorts the people to revive the extinct industries 
of India, and thus enrich their country. 


Municipalities, 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 23rd May observes that the Municipal 

eis we mmissioner of Bombay and a few members of: the 
sh Municipality “ Town Council say that the cost of sending off to 
Bombay onght to wa the their country the famine-stricken people of Kdéthidwar, 
cost of sending back to their who are collected in Bombay, should be borne by the 
coming the Kathiéwiri ree Municipality, But it would not be right to throw 
ngees collected in Bombay. this burden on the Corporation. It was the duty ot 
Government to prevent these distressed people from coming in Jarge numbers, 
and to compel the Native Chiefs of Kaéthidwar, whose subjects they are, to make 
provision for them in their respective States, Government did neither of these 
things, and hence the cost of sending the refugees to their own country ought 
to be borne by it, and not by the Corporation. The Sumdchdar hopes that the 
Corporation, before whom this question will shortly come, will take this view, 
and protect the interests of its constituents, | ) 


Railways, 


The Yajdén Parast (51) of the 18th May complains that the third class 
hats of the B, B. and C. I. Railway as well as of 
slag, wPlsins that the third the G. I. P. Railway are overcrowded, and that 
the passengers, particularly those who travel long 
Railways are oyercrowded, distances, suffer great inconvenience ring ac days. 
a that passengers do not The arrangements about the supply of drinking water 
“— are also bad. ‘The water they get is not clean, nor 


ate large water tanks, with appliances sufficient to 


water to all those who may require it, to be found at any of the stations. 
e Parast makes some s ions as to the arrangements which should be 


made with regard to the supply of water, and hopes that the railway authorities 
will adopt them. | 


Native States. 


The Ahmedabad Samédchér (56) of the 14th May, but received on the 20th, 


contains a communication, the writer of which states 

uests the Diwin of that Sir T. Madhawraw has not paid off the claims of 
Baroda to discharge the long certain merchants on the late Baroda administration. 
esi 1d on the late Phe consequence of this has been that some of the 


Guikawad. creditors have had to close their shops, while others 


: have become insolvent. The Diwdn ought to satisf 
the demands against the State first, and save its creditors from lossandruin. He 


may then make any improvements he likes in the State. The writer hopes 
that Sir T. Madhawraw will do this without delay. _ 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
—- Q7th May 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 26th May alludes to the disturbances 


revailing in the Deccan and Konkan, and says that 
Makes suggestions ior the if our high officials were to inspect the villages in and 
eee TA Ghee. mee“ about the neighbourhood of mountains in those 
districts, they will become acquainted with the 
extremely wretched condition of the population. Owing to the irregular fall 
of rain during the last twelve years, the yield of the crops has been scanty. 
Besides, the demand for corn created by wars in foreign countries has enhanced 
the price of all descriptions of that commodity. Again, the famine which 
prevailed during the last two years obliged many to part with everything which 
they had, in ra te to eke out a miserable existence, and those who managed to 
pull through this crisis are now suffering from the ravages of Réamoshis. Every 
‘one who has anything to lose is in a dreadful state of anxiety for the future, and 
consequently trade is dull, and the prospects of cultivators are gloomy. The 
lowest class of people have taken to vagabondism in order to gain their 
livelihood, and they are too ignorant to understand the folly of pursuing this 
course. The measures which Government has adopted for the suppression of 
dacoities will undoubtedly prove effectual in the end, but it will be well if steps 
are taken to give employment to these wild people. For instance, the men may 
be employed in the army or the police, and the women may have work given to 
them in warehouses and manufactories. For the purpose of giving encourage- 
ment to agriculture, uncultivated lands may be let on exceptionally favorable 
terms, and the assessment should be light, and made payable in kind, and not in 
money. Where water is abundant, special privileges may be given to the 
inhabitants for the cultivation of garden produce. Measures may also be taken 
to prevent sowkars from charging the exorbitant interest, as they have hitherto 
done. The Indu Prakdsh trusts that Government will be pleased to give 
careful consideration to these suggestions. 


The same alludes to the strictures of the Bombay Gazette on Brahmins, and 
says that the recent conflagrations in Poona have 
Makes remarks on the given our Meadow Street contemporary an opportunity 
strictures of the Bombay of venting his spleen on Hindus in general, and 
aware ran enna e Brahmins in particular. The Poona correspondent of 
the recent conflagrations in the Bombay Gazette stated that when the Wishrambé 
Poona. * and Budhwar palaces were on fire, the educate 
| | Hindus gave no assistance, but stood grinning all the 
time at the spectacle. This statement was false, and the principal Hindu 
gentlemen of Poona informed our contemporary to that effect, but that journal 
persists in disbelieving their denial. Again, it is trying to prejudice the Govern- 
ment and the public against certain respectable Hindus of Poona, before even a 
Magisterial enquiry has taken place into the occurrences, and before it can be 
possible to fix upon any parties as the erpetrators of this terrible deed. The 
Englishmen who now old the reins of Government in India are not so deficient 
in understanding as to be led away by the ravings of this silly and perverse 
journal. From the fact that a Brahmin is leading the dacoits, and that the 
man who set the buildings on fire in Poona is a Brahmin, the Bombay Gazette 
concludes that robbery is not the only object which the Ramoshis have in view, 
but that Brahmins are assisting them by the formation of secret societies, and 
that the continuance of the British ruleisin danger. It is, therefore, urged that 
martial law should be at once declared in Poona, in order to crush effectually 
all signs of disloyalty. A little consideration will show the absurdity and 
enormity of this suggestion. One might as well charge our contemporary and 
his like with being drunk from the sight of a few drunken sailors. The 


ridiculousness of the latter supposition would be apparent even to the meanest | | 


understandin If this be so, it is simply disgraceful for our renowned con- 


temporary, ‘ibe, no doubt, considers himself a paragon of wisdom, to draw hasty 
and untenableconclusions, as he bas been doing of late. The British Government 
which at one time conquered the Great Napoleon, and whose power in India is 

now firmly established, isnot likely to succumb before a couple of hundred 


Rémoshis and one or two Bramhins. These wild people have taken to creati 


disturbances, because they have no other means of earning their livelihood, an 
subsequently, they have been joined by some Bramhins. This is the real 
explanation of the phenomenon. With to our epee allegation 
about the formation of secret societies, we fail to discover any valid ground for 
such a ch Secret societiesare utterly unknown in India. A study of the 
history of this country will bear out the truth of this assertion. They are to 
be found only in European countries, where the people are homogeneous and of 
one religion. In a continent so vast as India, and which is inhabited by 
different races, professing different religions, the idea of the formation of 
secret societies is aey preposterous. We are deeply sorry that English 
newspapers like the Bombay Gazette and the Times of India should publish idle 
rumours about the preaching of sedition in the Town Hall of Poona, and about 
the discovery of bags of gunpowder in the office of the Commissioner. Such 
statements are calculated to create uneasiness in the public mind, and these 


journals would do well to abstain from giving publicity to them in their 
columns. : 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 25th May refers to the disturbed state of 
the Bombay Presidency, and observes that natives are 
Makes remarks on the equally unanimous with Europeans that the perpe- 
charges of ye td brought trators of the terrible deeds in Poona should be 
against the ramhins of Sin dlseihs . ° 
= de § ght to condign punishment, whether they be 
| Bramhins, Ramoshis, or Musulmans. No educated 
Hindu will be found so perverse or silly as to wish for a continuation of the 
present disturbances, nor is there any one in that class who feels gratified by the 
destruction of two such noble buildings as the palaces of Wishrambdag and 
Budhwar. On the night of the conflagrations, the educated Hindus of Poona 
were foremost in extinguishing the fires, and the incendiaries were discovered 
by their efforts. Notwithstanding these facts, some indiscreet English journals 
persist in charging the Hindu inhabitants of Poona and Bramhins and the 
members of the Sarvajaénik Sabha in particular, with disloyalty, and even with 
a desire to subvert the British Government. Such accusations are calculated 
to prejudice the minds of English officials unfairly towards a particular section 
of the community. It is, therefore, to be hoped that in concerting measures for 
the restoration of order, and for the discovery of the culprits, Government will act 
with the greatest caution and circumspection. We did not think it likely that 
educated natives would incur the iatlaisate of Government, and would become 
liable to the charge of disloyalty by placing their grievances in a constitutional 


manner before the authorities. The interests of these men are absolutely bound up 


with those of the British Government, and they can have no object in exhibiting 
a spirit of opposition to it. We trust that Government will not allow itself to 
be led away by splenetic journalism. The number of educated natives, and of 
Bramhins in particular, is so insignificant, that Government could crush them in 
an instant if it felt inclined to do so; but we hope that the innocent will not 
be confounded with the guilty in tracing the perpetrators of the conflagrations, 
and that the English people will not allow their reputation for justice and. 
impartiality, to be tarnished by hasty and ill-considerate measures. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 26th May gives the substance of Mr. Bright’s 

Sees the We acs mite recently delivered at Birmingham, and observes 
mensely “le 0 gel he, tuat there is no doubt that the administration of 
connection with Tadie.” India is maintained on a most extravagant scale, and 
that its expenditure has been steadily increasing since 

the transfer of this country from the Company to the Crown. Mr. Bright 
considers that England does not derive any benefit from India commercially or 
oterwiln but this is only a one-sided view of the question. England has not 
ad to spend a pie in acquiring the dominion of India, and this in itself is a 
great advantage. Besides, the immense consumption of English goods in India 
ee the field for the employment of the artisans of England. The expen- 
ture of the Home charges in England amounting to something like sixteen 
totale meting annually is another item, which has to be added to the sum 
of the benefits which England derives from India. Again, the large 


number of Europeans, who are employed in the service of Government and on 
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wealth of that coun 


ultimately to England, and this increases the 
try. The writer proceeds in this strain, and says 


that it is not correct to say that England is not benefited by her connection 
with India. 


The same of the 29th May gives the substance of the Resolution of the 


Trusts that the recent 
Resolution of Government on 
the extended employment of 
natives in the higher grades 
of the publie service will not 
be allowed to remain a dead 


letter. 


Government of India on the subject of giving high 
appointments fo natives in the public service, and 
observes that although it is not so liberal as it might 
have been, still we are thankful at this modicum of 


justice, which our rulers have been pleased to mete 


out to us. The numerous Resolutions which Govern- 
ment has passed on this subject from time to time, 


have unfortunately been allowed to remain a dead letter. We earnestly hope 


that the present 


esolution may not share the same fate. Some high officials 
are jealous of the admission of natives into the higher 


grades of the public 


service, and they do everything in their power to thwart the benevolent and 
liberal intentions of Government from being carried out. It is to be hoped, 
however, that Government will ah oe adhere to the promises contained in 


this Kesolution. 


It would cause !ess 


issatisfaction, if such promises were not 


made at all, than to refuse to fulfil them after notifying them to the public. 
The Suryodaya (4) of the 26th May says that the British Government is 


Is donbtful of the regent 
Resolution of the Government 
of India on the subject of 
the extended employment of 
natives in high appointments 


being 


ied out. 


4 


profuse in making promises, but niggardly in carrying 
them out. Here reference is made to the Resolution 
of the Government of India passed in 1872 on the 
subject of giving high appointments to natives in the 
different departments, and remarks that even Govern- 
ment has begun to regret that it has been seldom 
acted upon. This is a happy augury for the natives. 


Finally, the writer alludes to the Resolution recently parnenes relating to the 


same subject, and observes that it is in keeping with t 


e past policy of Govern- 


ment; but it remains to be seen how far it will be carried out in practice. 
A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 21st May, but received 


Requests 


Magistrate of 


the 

Satara 
enquire intoa certain case of 
cruelty. 


on the 26th, writing from Sdtdra, says that there is a 
Bair4gi in that town, who formerly led a dissolute life, 
but now pretends to a character for sanctity. This 
mendicant keeps a boy about eight years of age, and 
it is not known how he came into his possession. The 


Bairdgi carries the child with him when he goes out begging, and ill-treats, if 
the latter is unable to walk through fatigue. The boy is helpless, and is unable 


to protect himself from the cruelty of the hard-hearted Bairdgi. 
requests the M 


The writer 


agistrate of the district to make enquiries into the above allega- 


tions, and prevent the boy from being subjected to ill-treatment. 
. The Arunodaya (11) of the 25th May narrates the cireumstances of the 


‘Hopes that the murderer 
of the watchman on the G. I. 
P. Railway at Kirkee will be 
punished according to law. 


Is this 
pinnacle of civilization ? 


death of one Hari, a watchman on the G. I. P. Rail- 
way at Kirkee, caused by blows and kicks, adminis- 
tered by a European soldier, and says that the white 
boy took the life of a fellow creature in a sportive 


mood, and did not feel any compunction for the act. 


a characteristic of a p ople who boast of having reached the highest 
s the Arunodaya. We earnestly hope that the 


as 


. 


murderer will receive his due, and that Government will take measures to 
prevent the recurrence of such eases in future. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 18th May states that Ganpat Malhar Bokad, 


Says that it is 
retain certain 


serious 


against them, 


the two Chief Constables 


not right to 
the: policemen in 
cir appointments when 


are pending 


are permitted to retain their appointments. Upon this 


Inspector of Police, and Rango Gopdl and Mhatdp 
Pir Mahomed, Chief Constables in the Sholdpur 
District, were committed to the Sessions on a charge 
of having abetted a witness in giving false evidence 
in a judicial proceeding. The three accused have 
been allowed to remain at large.on bail, and besides, 
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the Kalpataru remarks that it is very wrong to allow these men to hold their 


while such serious charges are pending them. The impropriety 
of this course was pointed out to the District Magistrate, but, unfortunately, no 
notice was taken of the suggestion. By retaining these men in nsible 
offices, an opportunity is given to them to make their escape by an illegal use 
of the power which they necessarily possess as public servants. Had they 
belonged to any other department, they would have been instantly suspended 
from their posts ; but we suspect that peculiar favor has been shown to them, 
because they belong to the police, which is a favorite department with Govern- 
ment. If another Governor General as capable as Lord Mayo was immediately 
found to supply the vacancy caused by the latter’s death, surely no difficulty 
could be experienced in finding fit men to supply the places of the above two 
Chief Constables. Instead of acting in this partial manner, it would be better 
if these men were at once declared innocent of the charge which is brought 
against them, and promoted to higher appointments. 


The Nasik Writta (19) of the 24th May, but received on the 26th, alludes 


to the transfer of Réo Baéhddur Mahddeo Govind 
Regrets the transfor of Hic Rénade, the First Class Sub-Judge of Nasik, to Dhulia, 
Ta isin Nésik to Dhulia, #04 says that the removal of this gentleman to another 
district is a very unfortunate circumstance for the 
people of Nasik. It would be difficult to find a Native Judge who is the equal 
f Réo Bahédur Radnade in learning, ability, independence, and judicial impar- 
tiality, and he cannot be too adequately praised for the manner in which he 
discharged the duties of his office. Here the writer refers to the various 
improvements, both social and otherwise, which the Réo Bahadur has been 
instrumental in making in the town of Nasik, and adds that the departure of so 
popular a Judge will be sincerely regretted by the inhabitants of that town. 


- The Shiwdji (25) of the 16th as! alludes to the Resolution of the Govern- 
ee ment of India on the subject of effecting reductions in 

erigpsrs 2 ogg = gn the public expenditure, and says that it is glad that 
Siae by satnaia highly paid this measure has been resolved upon. But how far, 
appointments, and hopes that and in what manner, it will be carried out remains to 
the duty on cotton goods he seen. Whether the retrenchments will affect only 
pcre Rose ger waited Br the low and ill-paid servants of Government, or 
to new taxation. ._-~d Whether the high salaries of European officials will be 
touched, is a matter on which we are not able to form 

a conclusive opinion. It has been bo es stated that if the pay of all highly 
paid appointments were reduced by one-fourth, the savings made would be 
considerable, and the benefit which would accrue to the country would be 
incalculable. Here the writer says that His Excellency the Viceroy abolished 
the duty on cotton goods imported into India, because a pledge had been given 
to the merchants of Manchester, that this step would be taken at the earliest 
opportunity ; but it must be remembered that the promise to keep apart the 
proceeds of the license-tax to meet the cost of future famines was not adhered 
to. The present Ministry seems to be bent upon propitiating the merchants of 
Manchester, in order to obtain their support at the next election, and appears to 
ignore the interests of India. In conclusion, the Shiwdji is of opinion that if it 
be necessary to raise additional funds for meeting the demands of the Exchequer, 


the import duty on cotton goods recently abolished should be revived instead of 
resorting to new taxation. 


A correspondent of the Dnijdn Sdégar (28) of the 26th May, writing from 
Die wok or techs Kagal, states that lands belonging to private individuals 
in the State of Kieal  >SsCim «this State are being appropriated for growin 
tate of Kagal. : S$. &ppropri growing 
aS, ae jungle, and no compensation is given to the owners. 
This is very hard. They should be given lands in places where they may be 
available in lieu of those of which they have been deprived. 
reports another case of hardship. In the village of N 
mortgaged his lands to a sowkdér who has been in possession of them for many 
years. The owner suddenly returned and n to plough the fields without 
consent of the mo e, who forcibly ejected him. Upon this’ the 


mortgagor filed a complaint before the State Karbhéri of being ill-treated, and 


cP ee : “ 
P 2 + ~ 3 4 ? , . 
Dae 4 F< * A ; . 
Be ae ois r 5 ‘ ; ; : “y 
| ah eg ee fy ‘~ fa : ‘ 


ay t 4 ; t ‘ 
4 ae Ug + La Fe, » ro i” te He * 
Writs et en ayy Se Mae: eae Rs ye f ay Steg A 
a A ee Se A r ee Bice ei.’ Wie he me: ? a ae - eee i. 
Pas bh gin i ere ee oe a aN 4 ner a 7: i 
yee ue a 


" ‘ 
‘- + , ? 
:% é 4 : < 
BNR bye ng ae Soe he et 
‘ “> bart . ort ; ae » 4 Or - 
:3 mes eee, a. t ‘Sa. rae 
, eR ON CD ey ee BAP Nay. PRS 
: RP Ree. Sete ot kel Oe tr net Te eh EEK 
( We, Marre eee eres « 1 Rhy aap WS ae 


8 Oi NORM eR SB a ge SR ia ME bile ty ae 
ne Sans Sake Sa ae ee ee 4 Re eae tre a toe S Bal 
CRE Se OAT EH. ty RS rong ie eh ee ‘ ax dahl 
Yee ne kA Ba gt Oat fs ee "§ 2 ¥ f 5 
tt Pee ER OA Eee, RL ee fe ny 


he writer 
ur, an individual 


! vat > ‘é S 


as 
vay. 


that* official ordered that the fields should remain in the possession of the 
mo r, and that no one should be allowed to enter therein without his 
permission. In defiance of this order, the sowkdar effected an entry with his 
retainers, and they were treated as tres and fined in the sum of Rs. 310. 
The Hs Sew considers the above decision unjust, inasmuch as the 
Karbhéri did not go into the question of possession, when he passed the order 
m question: Besides, the Nydyddhish of the Kolhapur State only last year 
unished the mortgagor on the complaint of the mortgagee. 


The Vasai Samdchdr (35) of the 25th May refers to the Commission 
Racopa nal nortalageb appointed to report on the causes which have led to 
good result trom the appoint- the disturbances prevailing in the Deccan, and says, 
ment of the Commission ®meng other things, that it is not likely that any 
nominated toenquire intothe good will result from it. Commissions have been 
causes which have led to the frequently appointed on former occasions, but the 
disturbances in the Deccan. = have never Ton anything to benefit the masses. It 
seems to be the policy of our Government to appoint Commissions whenever 
any difficult problem of administration has to be solved; but nobody cares to 
attend and carry out their suggestions. Again, the object of appointing this 
Commission is not apparent. If it be intended that the Commissioners should 
apprehend and punish the disturbers of the public peace, the object aimed at 
will not be attained. The disorders will not. cease until the causes which have 
given rise to them have been thoroughly investigated, and appropriate remedies 
have been adopted for their removal. The punishment of a few ringleaders 
will, no doubt, deter others from pursuing the same course ; but when people 
are hungry, it is never safe to predict to what lengths they may not proceed. 


The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 25th May says that a number of forged 
: | fifty-rupee currency notes has, it seems, been put into 
States that some personat circulation. Ten of them were discovered the other 
a fora 205 pe Sha day to have been in the possession of the Munshi of 
detain ak Surat, and ir Gulam Khan Baba of Surat. This has created a 
requests Government to distrust of currency notes in the bazdr of that town. 
enquire into the matter. A rumour prevails that a former convict now residing 
at Baroda ths manufactured them. It is likely that 
he has an ‘agent at Surat, who has thrown them into circulation. The Mitra 
requests Government to appoint some officer to make a thorough enquiry into 
this important matter. 


The same also is sorry for the departure of Mr. Pratt, the Collector of 

Sie steak laine ran sca ft Y at , whiny a ag ane yg 

: otwithstanding the riots of last year, he gave due 

Seneca No bras Nees Me ain attention to the ‘sodaieions of the selina and had them 

a assessed under the license-tax according to their 

ability, T'o every petitioner he gave a hearing and redress, The riots would 
not have taken place, if he had been in Surat at the time. | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 19th May, but received on the 26th, 


observes that though it is true that the recent fires at 

, Observes ae intheabsenee Poona were the work of incendiaries, and that pro- 
to charge the educated a, bably they were incited by some one to commit the 
of Poona with helping the ‘fiendish work, it is not right to charge the Bramhins 
dacoits. and educated young. men of Poona with being the 
‘instigators, as some Europeans do, in the absence of 

any satisfactory proof. Educated natives know well the great superiority which 
the British rule possesses over the former and present native governments, and 
the several benefits it has secured to this country, and ever desire its prosperity 
= permanence. It is suite improbable, therefore, that the educated men of 
; oona would be so foolish as to entertain a thought of annoying Government 
y encouraging plunder and incdéndiarism. The depredations in the Deccan, 
and the conflagrations in Poona, have inflicted irreparable damage on the 
la tants ; and hence it is simple insanity to say that the educated men and 
ramhins of Poona have incited the dacoits to injure their own people. It is 
very gratifying to find that there are many Europeans who do not bring this 
charge against educated men, and that Government does not lend encourage- 
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ment to those who make the accusation. (The Rdst Goftar (49) of the 25th Ma 
expresses somewhat similar sentiments, and after praising the Poona Sarvajani 
Sabha for the important and useful work it performs, exculpates it from all 
suspicion raised against it by the Bombay Government, and which has been 
recently contradicted by the Sabha and others. The educated Bramhins of the 
Deccan are undoubtedly dissatisfied with British rule. They do not conceal 
their dissatisfaction, and they speak so bitterly and carelessly against it, that 
they overstep the bounds of the liberty of speech, and raise the suspicion that they 
are its enemies. But they are not disloyal, and would never think of attempt- 
ing the subversion of the English rule. ving them out, great dissatisfaction 
revails among the rest of the Mardthi population of the Deccan, and it would 
fn well were Government to exervise cautious surveillance over the latter. The 
Gujarat Mitra and the Loke Mitra of the same date make similar remarks. ) 


The same of the 24th May, but received on the 26th, observes that Govern- 
ss ment appears to be adopting strong measures to effect 
Expresses yo age — reductions in the State expenditure. Several times 
tne cer overmment on the before this, Government issued orders with the same 
preme Government on the ; ; : a. 
subject of reductions inthe object, but without any appreciable effect. The prin- 
State expenditure, and about ¢ipal cause of this inattention was that the officers 
ve eg ee Po whose duty it was to execute them did not carry them 
Sar ssablid sipvibe grees out, and that the Supreme Government failed to exercise 
' proper supervision on their work. Government has 

apparently become aware of this shortcoming, and seems to make the n 
efforts for its removal. In November last, it issued orders for effecting reductions 
in the administrative expenditure. Seeing that previous injunctions have not 
been obeyed, another enjoining strict enforcement was issued last month. A 
similar reminder has been issued with respect to the Resolution promulgated in 
1872, for the more liberal employment of natives in the higher grades of the 
public service. After giving the substance of the recent orders on this subject, 
and expressing sutisfaction with them, the Samdchdr observes that considering 
that certain departments have been excluded from the operation of the Resolution 
in question, it does not seem likely that natives would be largely benefited by 
the present orders. However, His Excellency the Viceroy has stated that the 
exclusion is only temporary, so it is to be hoped that it will be soon removed, 


and that the natives will be allowed to obtain the full benefit which Government 
Wishes to reserve for them. 


The same, in alluding to the recent Resolution of the Government of India 


regarding the more extended employment of natives 
Observes that the salaries of in the higher grades of the public service, observes 
po —— who would be that as an economic measure it is to be hailed with 
pointed to posts now held ° : 
by Europeans, may not be great joy. But care must be taken that the salaries 
much curtailed. are not so much curtailed as to make it impossible for 
those who may be appointed to them to live decently 
and keep up their position. Mr. Chapman has made several useful suggestions 
for the reduction of expenditure. In the matter of the employment of natives, 
he suggests that they may be employed on one-fourth of the salaries which are 
paid to Europeans. But this reduction is excessive. It must not be forgotten 
that the old standard and mode of living of the natives has been altered of late. 
They now live ina better style which is more costly. This result is owing to the 
improved ideas inculcated by a liberal education. ‘l'o enable, therefore, a 
native officer of high position to live with decency and with proper regard to 
_ health and comfort, one-fourth of the salary paid to a European officer is too 


small. The emoluments should, therefore, be fixed with due regard to the above 
considerations. | 


The same of the 28th May, in alluding to the question put to the Under 
‘ | ate of State in Laborers as to Bate cis ae 
beerves that if Members x, a Magistrate in Bengal, who permitted the police 
belch i me notice to place pieces of burning clinhat 24 the hands of 
which witshiide ce tee certain weavers, to induce them to confess some crime, 
they would be doing a great had been dismissed from service, observes that the 
service to this country. Member who asked this question seems to have only 
recently given his attention to the tortures practised 
4nP381—5 [con 140] |. 
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by the police in India. Compared with other instances, the above is not only 
a mild example of police tyranny, but very little pain appears to have been 
caused, as the burning pieces were thrown away before shay were completely 
burnt. Some classes of natives are in the habit of holding pieces of burnin 
camphor in their hands on certain religious occasions. If the abovemention 
gentleman and other Members of Parliament were’ to give their attention to 


other instances of police oppression, which sometimes occur, they would lay 
India under a deep obligation. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (47) of the 19th May, but received on the 26th, once . 


: more advises the mill-owners of India to make a 
ih 1“ orwees — pope representation to the authorities that the proposed 
India. ~ Factory Act is not wanted. The selfish mill-owners 
of Manchester say that the Indian operatives are over- 

worked, and ought to be reliéved from the tyranny frdm which they suffer. 
But these workmen are not overworked. They are well takencare of. During 
working hours they are allowed sufficient leisure to eat and drink and to enjoy 
a little rest. They are well off, both as regards health and money, and have 
never as yet complained of their treatment by their masters. Notwithstanding 
these facts, the merchants of Manchester insist upon a Factory Act being passed 
for this country. The mill-owners of England state that the existence of the 
Factory Act in their own country has achieved the ruin of their industry, as they 
cannot compete with other countries in producing cheap goods. Their objec- 
tion is true. England used to supply a number ofarticles to this country. But 
Germany has now entered into competition with her, and has driven her from 
the Indian market by producing cheaper goods. This is apparently the result 
of the Factory Act in England. Under such circumstances, a Factory Act for 


India would but accomplish the ruin of her young and rising cotton and other 
industries. 


The same of the 26th May, in alluding tothe strict watch placed upon 


Nands Wada in Poona, which contains the Peshwa’s 

Requests Government to Daftar, observes that at such a juncture these valuable 
remove the Peshwa’s Daftar 

to Bombay for safe custody. records ought to be removed to Bombay. The 

Town Hall is empty, and would beavailable for keeping 

them. If any mishap should unfortunately happen to the Wada in Poona, the 

loss to the public as well as to Government will be serious, A Bramhin officer 

is in charge of these valuable records, He has served Government for a long 

time, and may, therefore, be made to retire on a pension. When the Daftar 


is removed to the Town Hall, one of the Under Secretaries to Government 
should be entrusted with its superintendence. | 


The same of the 29th May, ip a leader headead ‘‘ The Prospects of India,” 


: observes that Lord Lytton’s name will be added to 
tos he ae Lord Lyttos thenames of the Indian Viceroys, whose great and 
ny coneimsio® good deed lauded, and surely His Lordshi 
of the Afghan war. good deeds are applauded, and surely His Lordship 
_ has fulfilled all the promises he made on his assump- 
tion of office. The knotty Afghan question has been satisfactorily settled, and 
permenmes peace has been secured. This is the greatest achievement of His 
Lordship’s administration. The Viceroy spent no little money and underwent 
no small trouble to protect the Indian subjects of the Empress from the effects of 
the famine. The third great deed of his administration is the Resolution to 
effect a sensible reduction in the lavish State expenditure ; and the fourth is his 
solution to employ more liberally than heretofore the natives of this countr 
in the higher grades of the public service. The Jdme Jamsed then notices wit 
some satisfaction the statements made by the Under Secretary of State at the 
introduction of the Indian Budget into Parliament. (The Surya Prakdsh (43) 
of the 31st May makes similar observations.) _ | 


Tn alluding to the rumour that the police of Poona has not yet achieved 

O} ie success in tracing the incendiaries, who set fire to the 

is firmly. ished in thie ‘W¥® Government buildings in Poona, and to the fact 
country, and that the negli, that the defeat of some of the dacoits has diminished 
gence of the authorities to the panic which prevailed in the Deccan, the Rast 
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adopt measures to check the (@oftdr(49)of the 25th May observesthat these incidents, 
dacoits, made the latter so and the 1 nats connected with them, lead to 
vey ee. the following conclusions. That the dacoits succeeded 
in plundering some of the villages in consequence of the negligence of the 
authorities to adopt timely measures to check them. Had this been done, th 
would havebeen easily suppressed, and the evil would not haveattained the evoieth 
it subsequently did. Some of the Anglo-Indian papers tried to induce Govern- 
ment to viet Ml martial law, particularly in Poona, but it has been found that 
Government has been able to put down the dacoits without much exertion. 
The English rule is so firmly established in this country, that only a slight. 
effort is enough to repress such petty disorders. (The Yajdén Parast (51) of 
the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The same is glad that a movement is being made to protest against the 
refusal of Government to allow political meetings 
Observes that the Bombay being held in the Town Hall of Bombay. This is the 

Government has not done fourth time that the use of this building has been 

noe scngagg 3 for the d@pied to the public. The Hall was built with public 

purpose of holding political money and public subscriptions, and the object, with 

meetings, inasmuch as the which it was originally erected, was that it may be 

edifice 18 * ee oe available for holding public meetings. In all European: 
ree in friar Nees. cities and in Calcutta also, political meetings are held 
sia in their respective Town Halls. The conduct of 
the Bombay Government, therefore, in refusing the use of the Town Hall in 
Bombay for a similar purpose is unaccountable. In former years the Bombay 
Town Hall itself was fied oi several occasions for holding political meetings, 
which entertained views contrary to those held by the Government of the day. 
After enumerating these occasions, the Rdst Goftar says that it is the fashion 
now-a-days to condemn “ as disloyal” persons, who petition against the views 
entertained by Government, and perhaps some of the Judges of the Bombay 
High Court are of the same opinion. It would not be inappropriate to remind 
these Judges that twenty years ago a meeting was held in the Town Hall for 
protesting against the license-tax, and in that meting Sir Michael Westropp 
and the Honourable Mr. Justice White, who were then distinguished members of 
the Bombay Bar, took a prominent part. 


The Rdst Goftdér tet 3 of the 25th May, in a leader headed, * A Call for a 
e-call,” requests the Home Government to re-call 
Observes that Lord Lytton Lord Lytton. It observes that Indian finance is 
raid hex held responsible mal.administered. Exorbitantly large salaries are 
nsatisfaetory state of : bales s 
the Indian finances, andought given to European officials; the whole of the land 
to be re-called. revenue is spent upon the army ; other expenses of the 
, administration have also grown enormously ; the rich 
Official classes have been exempted from the license-tax, and the poor classes 
have been brought under it; distress prevails in many parts of gists 
most people are without employment ; several starving persons have taken to 
plunder ; rice and salt, the articles of universal consumption, have been heavily 
taxed, and new loans have to be raised to meet the expenses of war and famine. 
At such a juncture, an annual revenue of twenty lacs of rupees has been given 
up by abolishing the import duty on cotton goods, and it is proposed to 
surrender ay’ lacs next year on the same account. Such being the state of 
the finances, the Hindu Patriot wishes that Sir John Strachey should resign his 
office. But it must be admitted with regret that there is greater need for Lord 
Lytton’s re-call, as His Excellency deserves more blame than Sir John Strachey 
for the unsatisfactory condition of Indian finance. The Finance Minister is 
subordinate to the Viceroy, and His Lordship approved of all that was done. 


aie to a question from Sir George Cainpbell, the Under Secretary of State 


tmer years the impropriety of the abolition, and they have now changed sides 

th spite of the protests of the Members of their respective Councils. It behoves, 

Vian re the just and merciful English Government to re-call such an unsteady 
ieroy as Lord Lytton. : 

OMe 815 [con 140) 


that the Viceroy abolished the duty in question, as it was prejudicial \ 
7 the interests of India. This explanation was merely an attempt to mislead 
arliament. For, both Lord Lytton and the Secretary of State advocated in 
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The same observes that the unjust abolition of the import dufy on cotton | ‘7 
Considers that the abolition goods by Lord Lytton is an ominous event, inasmuch a 


as His Lordship did it in utter disregard ~of the | a 
of the import gg eng opinions of his advisers. After alluding to the state- a 
opposition to the views of ments made on the subject in Parliament, and after a 


the 


the Members of Councilis® gyoting the remarks upon this subject made by the 
portentous event. ; 


indu Patriot, the Rast Goftdr observes that the be 
account given by the Patriot shows that the Viceroy has infringed the great yy 


‘ean of constitutional Government, that it is safer to entrust power in the . a 


ds of many persons than to leave it in those of a single individual. 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the 25th May observes that the recent Resolution 


of the Government of India for the more extensive , ‘ 
Is thankful for the recent mS 


Resclation of. she. Saprend employment of natives in the higher grades of the 


Government on the subject Public service recently promulgated, must cause great , Me 


of the larger employment of gratification to the people. Of the several complaints 
natives in the higher grades 
of the public service. expenditure of the State was lavish, and that Govern- 


made by natives, the two principal ones were that the % 


ment did not freely employ the natives of the country in offices of trust and : 


responsibility.. The Supreme Government has really done well in making a 
serious attempt to remove these complaints. After giving the substance of the _ 
Resolution in question, the Mitra observes that it is‘to be regretted that Govern- 
ment has for certain reasons exempted some of the departments from its opera- 
tion. Had Government mentioned those reasons, we should have considered 
them. However, there is one saving clause. Government says that it has no 
objection to employ natives in those departments also; but the exclusion is 


made for the Savgre only, and it will be ultimately withdrawn. The Mitra 
feels confident that this promise will be fulfilled early. 
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The Kaira Wartamdn (58) of the 28th May states under the head Local, that 


the notification giving the names of persons liable to 


Requests the Collector of , the license-tax this year, and the amount payable by 
Kaira to post another notifica- 


. each, disappeared from the place where it was posted 
mses oy liable to the within twenty-four hours from the time of its publica- 
tion, and consequently re | persons do not know the 

amount of the tax payable 7 them. The Collector of Kaira is, therefore, request- 
ft 


ed to post another copy of the notification, or to communicate to each tax-payer 
the amount due by him. : 
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The Broach Wartamdn (58) of the 22nd May, but received on the 26th, has 


_. reegived a communication, the writer of which states 
Pins ce pee. Serene that on the 8th instant, a gang of dacoits plundered the 
into a case of dacoity in the JOWari crop, which was lying in the field of Séle Adam 
village of Riad in the Viagra and Duld Natha in the village of Riad in the Vagra “a 
oe ‘ages fo bere — Tdluka, and maltreated the owners. They reported | -— 
cog BY “he police patel. —_ the occurrence to the police patel of the village, but.he Bi 
made no enquiry, When the First Class Police Constable came to Dehej, the 
owners were induced to give him a rajindma of their complaint. Upon this the 
Samdchér observes that this affair looks suspicious, and requests the authorities i 
concerned to make proper investigation into it. ) Be 
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The same states that the lists of persons liable to the license-tax published fe 

in the Broach District, contain the names of some Pe ts 

pieragt. the authorities of individuals who ought not to be assessed at all, and _ eae 
justly under the Line t. Of others who have been underassessed. In these a 
Act. ) days people are suffering from distress in several parts a 
of this district, and hence it is more desirable than ieee 

ever that persons should be assessed justly. It is hoped that the authorities: \ a 
will do everything in their power to deal tenderly with the tax-payers. a 


The same states that the policemen in Chakla in the town of Broach are — el 
States that certain police- said to raise contributions from shop-keepers, and ae 
a of Broach raise contri- requests the First Class Police Constable of that 1 oo 
Hons from shop-keepers. town to enquire into the matter. ce 
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Municipalities. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 31st May states that suicides are often 
committed in the. situated on that part of the 
Requests the Municipality Esplanade between the Fort on the one side, and 
of Bombay a make pps = Dhobi Talév and market on the other. These crimes 
vai ysprade invariably happen during the dark hours of the night. 
" To put some check on this evil, it would be well to 
make wooden railings to these wells like those made for the wells, the water of 
which is used by the native soldiers of the garrison. That the water of the 
covered wells generally improves has been found from experience ; and hence, 
there ought to be no scruple in constructing railings. The work may be done 
by the Municipality. 


The same complains that gas lamps on the roads in Bombay are not 
lighted on moon-light nights in the monsoon. Very 

Requests the Municipality frequently the sky is so much overcust, that there is 
of Bombay to light the street Jittle or no moon-light, and then passengers suffer 
lamps on moonugn’ ™B"S ‘great inconvenience from the thick darkness which 
| then prevails. The Municipality is, therefore, 


requested to have the lamps lighted on moon-light nights during the rains. 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 25th May corrects the statement it made in 
one of its former issues, that Government presen a 
Contradicts the statement piece of growed near the Apollo Bandar to the Bombay 


that Government granted () m8 : 
satiate tha faesheg Club 0 Club, while it demanded a heavy price from the 


, Municipality for a plot which it required for buildin 
i 7 the patity tor a wale af 
‘Apollo eae ned an office. This Solaends was enka observes the 

Rast Goftdr, on the authority of an English newspaper. 
But the fact is, that the same price as was asked from the Municipality was 
demanded and received from the Bombay Club for the ground sold to it. The 
Municipality asks gratis the ground it requires. Considering the position and 
claims of the Corporation, snd the eagerness shown by Sir Richard Temple to 


encourage municipal government, the I?dst Goftdr feels confident that the 
prayer of the Corporation will be granted. 


The Yajddn Parast (51) of the 25th May complains that the Tulsi water 
Ccuiielaten thes the Sele in Bombay is more dirty than it was four weeks ago, 
igeenae Senter dirty sng 62d besides it stinks horribly. It is strange that the 
stinks. Corporation has not taken measures to purify it. 


People are averse to use it for fear of its bringing on 
disease, and those who can afford, use well water in preference. The Parast 


hopes that the Corporation will lose nv time in taking proper steps in this. 


matter. (The Loka Mitra (53) of the same date, and the Jdéme Jamsed (47) of 
the 31st, make similar observations. ) 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the 25th May is of opinion that Government and 

ne not the Municipality of Bombay ought to bear the 

we * eee Oak ee cost expense of sending to their country the refugees from 
country the Kathidwir vo. Sthidwér. After alluding to the discussion in the 
fugees in Bombay, ought to own Council as to whether the Municipality should 
fall on the Native Chiefs of bear the cost, as well as to the fact of the Municipal 


— — sand if this is Commissioner and Government having made an 
sini: back ‘ong tage ac igpo arrangement to spend the amount from the Municipal 
the Municipality. coffers, the Mitra observes that considering the pre- 
sent condition of Municipal finance, it does not seem 
proper to spend the large amount’of ten thousand rupees. Yet, when the: bad 
condition of the refugees, and the fear that their continuance here might give 
rie to some epidemic are taken into consideration, there appears no objection 
i grant the money from Municipal sources. However, the unfortunate refu 
Pei the subjects of the Native Princes of Kéthiéwar, who ought to have, in the 
rst instance, made some provision in their respective States, and thereby 
pits their migration to this city. The Chiefs failed to do this, and 
i g. t, in the second instance, to bear the cost of taking back their respective 
jects, as has been very praiseworthily done by the T 
6 NP 31—6 [con 140] 
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békor of Bhavnagar. 


13 


; : 


If the | 

ould fall on Government, which knew of the sickly condition of the refugees, 
and o to have ig their coming inlargenumbers. (The Jéme Jamsed 
(47) of the 3lst May, in writing upon this subject, expresses thanks to the 
Municipal Commissioner for his efforts to recover from the Native Chiefs of 


Kathidwdr, whose subjects these refugees are, the cost of sending the unfortunate 
men from Bombay to their native country.) 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 29th May 
mentions a report that some of the officials of the 
Mentions a report that Nagar caste in the Jundgad State, who have been 
come of the Nagar officials of recently: celebrating marri in their families, 
Junfigad | exec ook et forcibly took away from the villagers under their 
covidetn trom" the’ while aageetire jurisdictions, dried vegetables, fuel, grass, 
iving under their jurisdiction. milk, and other articles of food, as also some pots and 
for their own use. They also forcibly seized carts 
belonging to the ryots. The writer considers it a great hardship to subject 
them to such treatment in these hard times, and requests the authorities to 
make enquiries into the truth of the above report, and, ifthe complaint is 
substantiated, to adopt measures to prevent its recurrence. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


Reporter on the Native Press, . 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
3rd June 1879. 
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NATIVE PAPERS 
For the Week ending 7th June 187 9, 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 
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GQUJARA'TI. 
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~ Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 2nd June, in its principal leader, observes that 
the country has been fearfully impoverished by the 
ts how reductions prodigality of Government. At such a juncture it is 
might be made in the public Absolutely necessary t k trenchments b 
expeilliture. tely y to make retrenchments by 
sweeping away offices and departments which have 
been found by experience to be useless. We by no means disapprove of the 
reductions which have been ordered in the Department of Public Works, but 
there are other directions in which the shears might be applied with the greatest 
advantage. For instance, the third Revenue Commissionership which was 
sanctioned as a temporary measure during famine might be abolished. The 
Forest Department has too many, highly paid officers, and a considerable saving 
might be made by reducing their number and transferring their work to the 
Collectors of Districts. ‘The amalgamation of the offices of the Commissioner of 
Customs and that of the Collector of Salt Revenue, would lead to the saving of 
alargesum. ‘There is no necessity for keeping up three separate departments 
readied over by the Sanitary Commissioner and the Surgeons General of the 
British and Indian Forces respectively. ‘The appointment of Inspector General 
of Prisons is not required. The work of supervising prisons could be as well 
performed by the Civil Surgeons at the head quarters of districts. The office 
of the Meteorological Reporter is a useless encumbrance on the pablic purse, and 
his work might be entrusted to the Surgeon-General. If the clipping process 
was applied to the overgrown establishment of the local High Court, the 
measure would prove to be one of great economy. Similarly, large reductions 
might be made by uniting the Survey with the Revenue Department, and by 
handing over the work of the Inspector General of Registration to the Revenue 
Commissioners, the continuance of that office will be rendered undesirable. 
The writer proceeds in this strain, and says that by the substitution of cheaper 
native agency, wherever practicable, as suggested by Mr. F. S. Chapman for 
the more costly European agency, the public revenues will be disburdened of 
much useless expenditure, and this policy, if steadily pursued, will be beneficial 
alike to the Government and its subjects. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 1st June gives the articles of the treaty 
concluded between the British Government and the 

Pra i gern = ruler of Afghanistan, and says that the former has 
Afghanistan. . obtained all the concessions which it wanted, and the 


objects of the war have been fully accomplished. 


Even the permanent location of a Resident at Cabul, a proposition which - 


would have been most distasteful to Sheer Ali, has been conceded by Yakub 
Khan; but it is extremely doubtful how far it will be relished by the Afghans 
themselves. It is already rumoured that the inhabitants in the north of 
Afghanistan and in the neighbourhood of Cabul are antagonistic to the claims of 
Yakub Khan ; but of course they have no chance of succeeding against him, as 
he is backed by the support of the Government of India. This war has clearly 
shown that our Government: has nothing to fear from the opposition of the 
people of Afghanistan, and it would, therefore, have been better not to have 
concluded a treaty calculated to displease them. 


The same gives the substance of the recent Resolution of the Government 
ee of India on the more extended employment of natives 
Resolution of theGovernment 2 the public service, and observes that up to this time 
of Indiaon the moreextended Parliament passed Acts, Her Majesty. the Queen 
employment of natives in the published proclamations, the Secretary of State and the 
grr lan will not remain’ Government of India gave repeated promises on this 
otter. subject, but unfortunately the action of these authorities 

has not corresponded to their liberal professions. It is true that since the 
transfer of India to the Crown, natives have been appointed to a few highly 
aid appointments, but notwithstanding, the above statement is pretty accurate. 
n the ordinary course of things, this Resolution would share the fate of its 
| predecessors, but there are indications that a different course will be followed 
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The finances of India are in a disordered condition, 


on the present occasion. 


and this result has been brought about by recklessly allowing the expenditure to 


exceed the revenue, notwithstanding the fact that the latter has been steadily 


increasing every year, and although large additions have been made to the 
national debt. Tie crisis is so serious that the attention of Parliament and the 


public of England has been drawn to it, and it is generally admitted that the 
expenditure 0 the Government of India must be reduced at all hazards. One 
way of oor fom g out this policy will be by the larger employment of native 
agency, and it is, therefore, likely that this Resolution will not remain a dead 
letter: (The Dnydn Chakshu 7) of the lst June, in commenting on the same 
subject, gives expression to similar views.) 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (3) of the 2nd June, under the bead “ Local,” states 

ss that about two hundred persons had assembled in 
Complains of gos — Shukurwar Peit in Poona on the 21st of May to 
eee ee, wane fights between goats. The scene lasted for 
nearly an hour, and during that interval all traffic along the road was stopped. 
At one time the owners got so excited over the affair, that they were very 
nearly exchanging blows. There were no police peons to keep order during the 
occasion. ‘This was a serious dereliction of duty on their part. It is to be 
hoped that hereafter measures will be taken to prevent such occurrences taking 
place on public roads, as they oceasion much inconvenience and annoyance to 


passengers, | 
The same of the 5th June, under the head “ Local,” states that on last 
Tuesday night about 11 o’eclock, six mounted patrols 
Complains of the — and three policemen, while promenading in Bhudwar 
awed crag sidiig certain police Peit in the city of Poona, came near the house of a 
daneing girl, Two of the mounted patrols called out 
for the girl, who was singing at the time, but she paid no attention to them. 
They then dismounted from their horses and foreed open the door of the house, 
and proceeded to the room where she was singing, and asked her to sing for 
them. She, however, refused todoso, They then got enraged, and after using 
abusive and filthy language to the girl, left the house. It is also reported that 
four other mounted patrols and one police peon went away a little while before, 
after behaving in the same manner. It is to be hoped that Major Daniell, the 
Police Superintendent, will enquire into the facts connected with this outrage, 
and take steps to prevent the recurrence of such conduet, if the charges are 

correct. ; 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 1st June says that it is reported that the Deputy 

'  _ Educational ps ae of the Thana Sub-Division 

a ar i ie pe acy transferred an old clerk in his own office drawing 
wester from the District of 8: 25 to the head mastership of a girl school on a 
Ratnagiri to a clerkship in Feduced salary, and that the former post has been 
the Office of the Deputy eonferred on a school-master in the Ratndgiri Collec- 
ov ag i cog of the ‘orate, who was. in receipt of Rs. 10 per month 
Wye Shor ther eae only. If this statement be correct, it is quite clear 
that Mr. Sabhajirao has peculiar knack in getting his superiors to do things in 
hisown way. It may be that the man whose pay has been reduced may have 
become inefficient on account of age, but the necessity of importing a new man 


from another Collectorate to fill his place is not apparent, particularly when. 


qualified men can be found in abundance in Thdna and Koldba, 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Goregaon, states that a gan 

, of armed robbers, consisting of about 75 men, attack 
Pa uaon an fanck of the yillage of Birwadi on the 22nd May in the early 

. age of : ota. ‘ Poel Sip 
Birwadi " morning, and after killing one police peon and injuring 
| others, carried away property to the extent of twenty- 

five thousand rupees, Besides they cut off 

severely maltreated a tradesman. This occurrence has created a profound 
‘Sensation in the neighbourhood, and people are abandoning their villages in 


search of a safe.resort. Birwadi contains a large population, and from the fact _ 
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that it was plonde during day light, it is evident that the dacoits have 
become very hate g. It is extraordinary that measures have not been taken 
to suppress these disturbances. The Police Superintendent of Koléba was here 
to trace the perpetrators of the dacoity which happened at Deoli, but he went 
away without making any enquiry about the dacoity committed at Birwadi. 
Since the mutiny, the Disarming Acthas deprived the people of the use of arms, 
and they are now P peta to defend themselves inst the attacks of 
marauders or of wild animals. It is to be hoped, therefore, that Government 
will lose no time in adopting measures for putting down thesé disturbers of the 
public peace. The Arunodaya, in commenting upon the above, says that the 
Bombay Gazette persists in chang ng Brahmans with being the instigators of 
the prevailing disturbances. Now the village of Birwadi contains a large 
Bréhman population, and the houses which were plundered belonged to 
Bréhmans. This being so, it is absurd to contend that Bréhmans have incited 
Rémoshis to injure their own caste eager and yet the contention of the 
Bombay Gazette leads inevitably to this ridiculous conclusion. The writer 
requests Government not to be led away by the specious and perverse reasonin 

of that journal, and suggests that certain select persons in each village should 
be allowed to keep arms for their own protection as well as that of the other 
inhabitants. This course will prove ultimately beneficial to Government, and 
the evil of dacoities will be more easily checked. 


A correspondent of the Belgaum Samdchdr (13) of the 2nd June says that 

from the fact of one Bréhman of the name of Fadke 
having been found in the ranks of the dacoits, the 
Deccan Herald and the Bombay Gazette have been 


Makes remarks on the 
charges of disloyalty brought 
by the Bombay Gazette and 


Herald against preaching a crusade against Bréhmans. A similar 
one = effort to prejudice Government against Brahmans 
was made when Damodar Nene gave his evidence 

yt Mulharrao Gaikwad; but owing to the innate sense of justice which 


characterises our rulers, the attempt proved unsuccessful. The Deccan Herald 
proposes that the losses caused by the conflagrations in Poona should be 
recovered from Brdhmans. Ifa person holding the views of this journal were 
in authority in Poona at this time, he would have sent hundreds of Bréhmans 
to be shot from the mouth of acannon. There are thousands among them who 
are holding responsible positions and doing good work in the service of 
Government, and it is, therefore, most unjust to infer the guilt of a whole class 
from the misconduct of a single individual. The Bombay Gazette is raving in the 
same insane manner against that class. Perhaps both these journals are pursuing 
this course, because they are hard up for information, and do not know how 
to fill up their columns. In conclusion the writer requests Government to take 
measures to prohibit the publication of such defamatory matter, as it is calculated 


to create prejudice against a particular class of Her Majesty’s subjects, who 
ought to be treated alike with the rest. 


The Dhdrwdér Writta (23) of the 29th May, but received on the 2nd June, 


says that the Bombay Gazette and the Deccan Herald 

Ps Fone the a of persist in charging the educated Bréhmans of Poona 
ip *abentad ) ™ with being the a of the recent conflagrations 
us in that city, and with inciting the Rémoshis to commit 
dacoities in the Deccan, but these accusations are utterly unfounded. Wasudew 
Balwant Fadke and Keshow Ranade are not educated in the sense in which 
the Bréhmans, who compose the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, are considered 
educated. Their knowledge of English did not extend beyond the merest 
rudiments, and it is not right to count them inthe same rank with our 
University graduates. The natives who form the Poona Sarvajénik Sabha 
are too mindful of the benefits which the British Government has conferred 
bon them, to do any thing calculated to shake the stability of the British rule. 
ey send petitions to Government in the light of the day, and are incapable 
of acting in an underhand way. ‘The open manner in which they have come 


forward to offer help to the Collector of Poona shows this feeling most 
unmistakeably, — ’ | 


* 


be onli 


“beth a 
” 


Resolution of the Government observes that it will prove ben 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 80th May gives the substance of the recent 
‘Resolution of the Government of India on the extended 
Makes remarks on the employment of natives in the oc service, and 


i ial if acted upon 
ih weve stg re ae but it remains to be seen how far it will be carried 


public service. out in practice. Government has repeatedly published 

Resolutions relating to this subject, but they have not 
benefited natives. If any advantage was reaped by 90 one, it was by the 
paper manufacturer and the printer. The expenditure of Government has gone 
on increasing at an accelerating speed, and the financial crisis now impending 
is really awful to contemplate. If the past be any guide to the future, it does 
not seem as if any solid gain will be achieved. Lord Lytton’s acts have never 
corresponded to his professions, hence there is not much likelihood of any good 
resulting to this country from the publication of this Resolution. All things, 
however, will be revealed in time. 


The same says that the finances of India are at present in such a disordered 


. condition, that Government has been obliged seriously 
ig ikl ee to direct its attention to the reduction of the public 
peas Goverament .-«s@Xpenditare. The apse die of India is not a more 
important office than the Premiership of England, and 
yet the salary of the Viceroy is many times that of the Prime Minister. The 
same remark would equally apply to other offices in India, the emoluments of 
which were fixed at a time when the work here involved immense labor and 
responsibility. Besides, the intercommunication between India and England 
is now so free and rapid that English articles of consumption are cheap, and 
living is proportionately less costly. For these reasons the salaries of European 
officials might well be curtailed. ‘These suggestions have been frequenily made, 
but without any effect. This is very natural, because those on whom the duty 
of effecting iledtions would have devolved would have been the first to suffer. 
The virtue of suffering in an honest cause is rarely to be found among human 
beings. The colour of a man isno index to hisactions. Although high officials 
make liberal professions, yet we must be careful not entirely to rely on them. 
We are deeply grateful to our Government for the Resolution recently 
promulgated on the subject of the extended employment of natives in the public 
service. Natives of course may be gto on lower allowances, but one-fourth 
of the salary which is assigned to a European will not enable them to live 
respectably. About two-thirds of the pay of a European is necessary to enable 
a native to keep up the same position. uctions carried on in this way will 
result in an immense saving to Government. In conclusion, the writer states 
that there is much wasteful expenditure in the Public Works Department, 
and if economy is exercised in this direction the gain to the Government. will 
be considerable. If the funds devoted for the prosecution of public works are 
reduced, the permanent establishments maintained for constructing and 
supervising them should be reduced as well. 


The same, in noticing the conclusion of the Afghan war, says that the British 


Government has not gained any substantial advantage 
unten, — on the by it, while the Amir has lost his independence by 
peace with ; | Aes seth . ‘ 
Afghanistan. agreeing not to hold communication with any foreign 
power without the consent of the Government of India. 
The only possible benefit which our Government may be supposed to have 
obtained is the annexation of certain districts, by the possession of which, as well 
as by the command of the passes which they give, the British Government will 
be able at any moment to subjugate the whole of Afghanistan. The writer 
disapproves of the subsidy of six lacs which Government has agreed to give tu 
the Amir Yakub Khan, inasmuch as the English were successful in the war, and 
it 1s derogatory to a successful party to make concessions of this humiliating 
description. : | | . 
A correspondent of the Vengurla Writta (30) of the 29th May, but received 


hd 


ing the Kuri Oreck’, this place he suffered the greatest inconvenience. 
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on the 2nd June, says that in travelling from Vengurla 
‘to Mdlwan the Kurli Creek has to be crossed, and at 


After waiting for a couple of hours, the ferry-boat, 
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then a consultation between him and the passe as to how the boat was 
to be carried back, one oarsman being obviously insufficient to set it going 
with the load of passers. At length he begged some of the mgers to 
help him, and ad ed that he always obtained assistance of this kind, and that 
sometimes even women rowed. ‘The correspondent trusts that the authorities 
will be good enough to call the attention of the Mémlatdér of the téluka to the 
negligent manner in which the ferryman performs his duties. 


The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 1st June, in alluding to the dinner given to - 


hy, Boe goer r. Pratt in the Municipal Hall of Surat, on his 
args Mr. hay ne a romotion to a higher office, observes that the 

; at the Surat District. inhabitants of Surat are highly glad for the honor 
. which was done to their late Collector. He, however, 
deserves more honor than has been shown to him for his many virtues. He 
was always merciful to the people committed to his charge, and never treated 
them in a high-handed manner. He did not impose new Municipal taxes, and 
always adopted resolutions passed by his brother Municipal Donuishasioneet. 
Had he not been absent from his office last year when the license-tax was 
imposed, Surat would not have been disturbed by the riots which then occurred. 
He would have prohibited the issue of the improper license-tax forms prepared 
by Mr. Thatte, and the people would have had no cause for closing their shops. 


(A correspondent of the Jdme Jamsed (47) of the 4th June expresses somewhat 


similar sentiments). . 


The same, in a leader headed “ An extraordinary man holding the title 
of the Star of India,’’ observes that sometimes Gov- 


Observes that the title of ernment officials obtain honors for persons who are 
the Star of India has been 


conferred on an undeserving 
person. . 


The old nobility would feel ashamed to sit 
y the side of such persons. Very few now-a-days 
believe that honors are conferred by Her Imperial Majesty’s Government on 
deserving persons; and, consequently, few good people aspire for them. When 
a title has been conferred on a person against whom several: civil suits have 
been filed ; who seeks protection from his creditors under the Limitation Act; 
who refuses to compound the claims of his creditors until they have taken out 
distress warrants and attached his property; who has no credit at all in the 
market, and whose evidence a Judge would hesitate to believe,—it is no wonder 
that that title is lowered in the popular estimation. 


The same, in rasa | to the question put to the Under Secretary of State 

a y a Member of Patlisment whether any punishment 
ze far i angel diogar had been inflicted.on the Magistrate of Chitod, who 
the Magistrate who permitted ad permitted the police to give in his presence in the 
the polio’ to force certain hands of certain weavers pieces of burning camphor 
ard to hold burning jn order to extort confessions from them, expresses 
pis sips things sag aad @ hope that Government will take notice of that 
confessions, ~ gentleman’s conduct. It cannot be said that better 
times have dawned on India, until this is done; for, 
if proper measures are adopted by Parliament on the present occasion, they 
would prevent the recurrence of such cases. 


The same observes that salt has become nearly eight times dearer than it 


was formerly, and, consequently, poor people suffer 


Expects that the salt reve- 4 
oe Wihasen tein Gel much from its exorbitant price. Government has now 


the tealienkinn of ti? sueceeded in suppressing salt-works in Native States, 
tion, Gamiumaet “choulg @nd there is no fear whatever of any smuggling 
lower the price of salt, being carried on in future, Last year there was an 
der increase of seven lacs of rupees over the income 
: erived from the duty on salt the previous year. Hence, it is not unreasonable 
ha expect that the revenue from this source will soon double. When this 


U came overnment should lower the price of salt to eight annas a maund. 


hens s necessary of life is made cheap, the complaints of the poor people 


11 one oarsman, arrived from the other side. There was 


ss ogg to them; but this conduct displeases the > 
eople, 


$ 
te 4 


The Jéme Jamsed (47) of the 3rd June is glad that the Supreme Government 

ey ig te and the Governments of Bengal and Madras have set 
gies ont amd the Govern. +0 the task of effectually carrying out the Resolutions 
ments of Madras and Bengal issued by His Excellency the Viceroy in Council for 
have set about seriously to effecting reductions in the public expenditure. After 
the task *. reducing the noticing some of the measures taken by these Govern- 
yebie epee ments, the Jéme Jamsed observes that this is the right 
way of cutting down the overgrown expenditure. It then prays Government 
to carry out more effectually the order for purchasing in this country as many 
articles as can be had here. This can done by giving a little more 
encouragement to native industries, and it will in its turn benefit Government, 
rete as a large saving will be made in exchange. The Jéme Jamsed at 
the same time exhorts the natives to start new industries, for which the present . 
time is favorable. (The Bombay Samdchédr (46) of the 5th June expresses similar 
satisfaction with the attempt made by Government to reduce the public burdens, 
and observes that the proposals when carried out ought not only to remove the 
necessity which might otherwise arise of increasing taxation, but ought also to 
enable Government to reduce the existing weight of taxation. After making 
due provision for meeting the frequently recurring famines, some taxes ought 
to be abolished altogether, while the incidence of others ought to be lightened. 
For instance, the license-tax ought to be done away with, and the salt duty 
and several other imposts ought to be considerably diminished). 


The same of the 4th June mentions a few departments in the expenses of 
which reductions can be made. Itisa fact that in 
States how reductions may 


‘ad no other country in the world are officials paid so 
. exorbitantly as ows of the Indian Geranman and 
if a reasonable reduction is made in their emoluments, a good sum will be 
saved to the State. If the Commissariat and the Ordnance Departments are 
subjected to a scrutiny, much economy will be the result. In the Indian army 


there are more Doctors than the requirements of the service demand. There 
is no need of two Surgeons-Major and a Surgeon in a European regiment, 
as one of them with the help of three Apothecaries could easily perform the 
Medical duties. As each Commissioned Officer retires, the high salary of his 
post should be reduced, and the new incumbent should be charged with the 
performance of more work than his predecessor did. The Engineers who are 
annually sent out from Cooper’s Hill College are costly concerns. Experience 
has shown that they are not so able as those who are educated in this country, 
Whether there is work for them or not, each of them has to be paid four hundred 
rupees a month, as soon as he lands in India, and it takes three years before he 
becomes of any use. The Roorkee, the Thomason and the Poona Engineer- 
ing Colleges can and do produce better Engineers than those turned out at 
Cooper’s Hill. Warrant Officers employed in the Public Works Department are 
also better than Cooper’s Hill College men. It is, therefore, desirable in the 
interest of. economy, to abolish that College, and to employ freely native 
Engineers and Warrant Officers. There are many other departments in which 
retrenchments may be carried out without impairing their efficiency. In 
conclusion, the Jdéme Jamsed hopes that the Supreme Government will give 
its serious attention to the above suggestions. ; 


The Rast Goftar (49) ef the 1st June, in a leader leaded “‘ Paper Promises 
Wish in Parliament,” after giving the substance of the 
oe - explanations rendered by the Under Secretary of 
State on the introduction of the Indian Budget into 

Parliament, observes that by giving new promises the 

Ministry has succeeded in getting the Bu ag pee 

but it is to be hoped that Parliament will duly 

consider the financial question when it comes on 

th again for discussion. People in India are surprized 
at Mr. Fawcett has withdrawn the notice he had given of a motion on the 
Soe and that Mr. Gladstone is satisfied with the assurances of the Under 
retary. The Indian finances have got into a disordered condition, and the 

1 eh tedh at Parliament would endeavour to improve the situation. But 
~~ has accepted the future of India as calculated by Mr. Stanhope. The 
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people and the press of India, however, are of opinion that Parliament has not 
done well in pe grog in the statement of the Under Secretary. The 
authorities who rule the destiny of India many times before have given similar 
promises, which have, as the new promises themselves show, remained on paper 
only. Hence, the Indian public fears that the new promises will share the 
same fate. The Resolutions of Government to make retrenchments in the civil 
expenditure, and to employ natives more largely than has been hitherto done 
in higher appointments in the service of Government, appear to have been 
passed to cool down the agitation caused in Parliament by the present unsatis- 
factory condition of the finances. But the people in India will not be consoled 
unless Parliament examines those Resolutions minutely, and exacts a guarantee 
about their being carried out in a true spirit. (The Loka Mitra (58) of the 
same date, in writing upon the same subject, observes that the Under 
Secretary’s explanation, excepting that relating to the abolition of the import 
duty on cotton goods, and with respect to the misappropriation of the adore of 
the license-tax to meet the losses resulting from unfavorable exchange, appears 
satisfactory. Details of the explanation regarding the last two subjects are not yet 
known here ; but whatever they be, they cannot remove the obvious impropriety 
of the course followed by Government. The Mitra hopes that good will come 
out of the discussion which will be soon resumed in Parliament.) 


The same denies the charge of disloyalty brought against the Poona 


.  wsarvajanik Sabha by the Bombay Gazette; but 
eis g is Po gganaga remarks that disaffection prevails in Mahérdshtra. 
F Whether this disaffection has assumed the form of 
disloyalty, and whether it has made any seditious exhibitions, the Rdst Goftar 
does not know. The Gazette puts forth asa challange that disaffection has 
considerably increased among the whole Marathi population, and observes that 
the native press cannot deny this fact. The Rast Goftér admits the correctness 
of this statement. The cause of this state of feeling is to be found in the past 
policy of the Indian administration. The native press would have pointed out 
the causes which have led to this lamentable result ; but the new Press Act forbids 
the press from discussing political questions, and considers that its pro 
function is to sing the praises of the policy and acts of Government. But this 
ought not to be so. Every well-wisher of the country ought fearlessly to 
inform Government of what people say of it, of its promises remaining 
unredeemed, and of the iieetaed distress and want of employment prevailing 
in the country. Not only the people of Mahdrdshitra, but even the people of 
Gujarat are disaffected and speak ill of Government. Several persons reproach 
Englishmen; in several } ae secret meetings are held and political questions 
are subjected to severe discussions in private. This is not all, but disaffection 
_ prevails among the masses, and also among Governmient servants. Government 
should know all this, and ought to receive due warning from it. It seems that this 
isaffection prevailed among the people before the assumption of the Imperial 
_ title by Her Majesty the Queen, but it has spread more particularly among the 
Mardtha people since that important event. There is, however, no danger at all 
from it. Government has begun to adopt measures to remove the causes which 
have given rise to poverty, distress from starvation, and want of occupation, from 
which even educated natives suffer, and when this task is pretty well accom- 
plished, all grounds for complaint will be removed. - 


The Yajdén Parast (51) of the = aoe agen eagle though a tag y; Pi 

: ; rovisions of which are favorable to the Britis 
an jagtioss seknb Teen Goverkment, has been concluded with Afghanistan, 

. pported against ) 

his ents in order to War in that country cannot be said to have ended. 
| ing Several claimants to the throne of Cabul have 
appeared on all sides, and Yakub Khan will find it no 

Tey ss easy task to reduce the country to subjection. Thus, 
the peace concluded with him will give new work to the British army, which 
will soon be engaged in a second Afghan campaign. Again, the British 
Government will have to subjugate completely the tribes inhabiting the 
reset which has been annexed. The mountain tribes of Afghanistan are 
bituated to a life of plunder and rapine, and are not likely to settle down, to 
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a quiet life easily. Hence the work of reducing them to order will prove rather a 
difficult and troublesome. a 


The same apprehends that a concession to the demand made by the Russian 


Apprehends evil motives 
in the demand made by the 
Russian press for the 
establishment of a Russian 
Consulate in Bombay. 


the capital of western India to hatch intrigues in the heart of the Indian 


Empire. 


The same of the 1st June states that no payments have been made to the 


Says that the families of 
the persons who went from 
Bombay to Afghanistan in the 
transport train service, com- 
plain that no gg have 
been made to them for the 
last two months. 


of the Parast complains that after putting him off several times, he has been 
told that a telegram had been received ordering the discontinuance of the 


payments in question. ‘lhe Parast requests the attention of the Commissariat 
Department to this complaint. 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the ist J une, in alluding to the recent Resolution 


Requests Government not 
to stop the construction of 
indispensable public works. 


attempt is being made to 


were care taken not to let this good attempt produce evil consequences. There 
are several kinds of public works which are indispensable; and it would not be a 
well to stop them completely. Again, a large number of the middle and lower om 
classes earn their livelihood by working on public works, and it would not be right o 
to throw them out of employment during the present hard times. The wisest oe 
course 1s to close all works, the absence of which cannot produce appreciable 
inconvenience, and to stop lavish expenditure being made on those which are _ a 


absolutely necessary. 


The same observes that the public expected that Major Daniell’s defeat of 


Observes that the dacoits 
are not as yet completely put 
down, and prays Government 
to let the troops and the 
_ police remain in pursuit of 
them until they are appre- 
hended or dispersed. 


Téluka, at a village near J 


been committed, and a large gang is said to be moving between the Sdtéra and 


the ORME ge Zillas. 
mencement of the rains 
conjecture is not likely to 


that the dacoits will carry on their nefarious trafic with more vigour. Until vas 
they are overtaken and dispersed, or brought to condign punishment, or until a 
their so-called leader Wasudew Balwant Fadke is apprehended, it is not likely Ri 


that they will desist from 


ought to be kept in pursuit of them until order is thoroughly restored. os <g . 
The Samsher Bahddur (55) ofthe 4th June states, under the head “ Local,” ie 


Complains that some of the 
as an of Ahmedabad have 


wen Overassessed under the 
license-tax. he 
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press for establishing a Russian Consulate in Bomba 
might prove one day dangerous to British rule in 
India. The Parast alludes to the rumour that Russia 
hitherto had an evil eye on Afghanistan and the 
Punjaub, and warns British statesmen to be on their i 
rd, and not to give a footing to the Russians in i 


families of persons who have gone from Bombay to 3 
Afghunistan in the transport train service for the last +, 
two months. They had made arrangements with the 
Commissariat Department to make certain payments 
from their salaries to their families in Bombay. 
Payments were accordingly made up to May last ; 
but since then they have ceased. A correspondent 


of the Government of India to reduce the expenses 
of the Public Works Department, observes that this 
sv pa is notorious for its lavish expenditure ; oo 
and, hence, it is gratifying to find that a serious a 
curtail it. But, on the other hand, it would be well 


the gang of dacoits, whom he encountered in the Bs 
Kaéséra Ghat, would have completely put down ee 
dacoities in the Deccan; but unfortunately this is not Sa 
the case. Since that important event, dacoities are i 
said to have been committed in several places. At 
the village of Posri, a few miles distant from Palaspa, 
at a village near Dhond, at five villages in the Mahad 


amkhandi, and at Torna near Goregaon, dacoities have 


It is believed in several quarters that on the com- , 
the dacoits will of themselves disperse; but this a 
turn out correct. On the other hand it looks probable a 


their fiendish work. Hence, the troops and the police 


that the people complain that the incidence of the i 
license-tax has increased since last year. The cause ee 
of this seems to be that they are unable to bear 
the burden in consequence of want of employment 
and dull trade. Notwithstanding this, some of the 


11 


merchants who are said to have suffered losses are ‘aseéssed more heavily than 
they were last year. The authorities concerned are requested to rate each man 
according to his present circumstances. 


Some newspapers of thig and the last week congratulate Government on 

the conclusion of peace with Afghanistan on terms 

ws gmc Mg eoom favorable to India. Some of them, however, think 
a iehiebnn. that to enable the ruler of Afghanistan to observe 
these terms, the British Government must lend him 

help to put down the several claimants to the throne who have arisen; and, 


hence, really speaking, war cannot be said to have as yet ended. 


Municipalities. 


The Yajddén Parast (51) of the 1st June also disapproves of the Bombay 
; Municipality bearing the cost of sending the 
Disapproves of the cost of Kdthidwdr refugees in Bombay back to their country. 
eonding op tcapmpey ‘r The Chiefs of Kéthid4w4r, whose subjects the refugees 
ee y by the are, are the propér persons on whom this burden should 

country, being borne by the proper p ; 
Bombay Municipality. fall. The Parast hopes that care will be taken in 
future that the present expenditure does not become 

a precedent. = 


The Samsher Bahddur (55) of the 4th June is glad that Government has 
seriously set to the task of effecting great reductions 
Prays Government to in the State expenditure, and recommends for its 
compel Municipalities to consideration the case of the municipalities, which 
curtail their expenses, and, d Laitehit $48 at di 
thereby, to lessen the heavy ®PeN ong | avishly without any corresponding 
burden of Municipal taxation. advantage. It then prefers several complaints against 
the Ahmedabad Municipality. The Corporation recovers 
one and a half time the amount of the tax when the same is not paid within one 
month from the date on which it becomes due. Government saw the impropriety 
of exacting money in this way, and prohibited the practice. The Corporation 
then resorted to another expedient to bring about the same result. It has 
increased the one rupee tax to a rupee and a half ; two rupees tax to two and a 
half, and so on, and remits the increase of eight annas to those who pay the 
impost within one month. The poor people find it difficult even to pay the 
tax within the prescribed time, and they have to bear the extra burden of eight 
annas. In the case of the wheel-tax the impost has been doubled; and those 
who pay it within fifteen days after a certain date, are given back half the 
tax ; while those who pay on the expiry of that period are charged in full. The 
Corporation does not keep the narrow thoroughfares in good condition. It 
charges more than double the amount incurred formerly for cleaning privies. It 
also fails to water some of the most frequented roads. After pleading the 
wretched circumstances of the people, and their consequent inability to pay 
high taxes, and after observing that the condition of almost all Municipalities 
18 the same as described above, the Samsher prays Government to compel 


Municipal Corporations to reduce their expenses, and thereby to lessen the 
burden of Municipal taxation. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (64) of the 2nd June complains that the inmates of the row 


of buildings belonging to Késidds Bhaidds Sanchorawdla 
the — Meshigeine . in the town of Surat throw dirt near their residence, 
two complaints. and it is a great wonder that this nuisance has not yet 
| Th attracted the attention of the Municipal authorities, 

© owner of the buildings is a dealer in groceries, and keeps a large number 
of boxes and bales. outside his shop, It is said that an incendiary made an 
beampt to set fire to those goods; but by luck it was discovered 
the = any mischief happened. Thus it is a very dangerous thing to allow 

» Srocer to keep his goods exposed in the street. The writer prays the 
Municipality to do the needful for the removal of these complaints. — i 
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Native States. 


A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 1st June states that. at 
side about 84 P.M. on the 23rd ultimo, somebody attempted 

Seed Gad the laceates to set fire to the room in which a large number of the 
who attempted to set fireto State records are deposited at Navsdéri. A burning 
the record room atthat place, wick of coarse cotton cloth dipped in oil was 
was an accomplice of some discovered under the roof, and but for the timely 
om assistance of the people. it would have caused great 
mischief. A portion of the roof, however, was burnt before the fire was put out. 
A sentry was on guard on one side of the building, and the attempt was made at 
the other side. A Jamddar in the service of the State, who was found attempting 
to extinguish the fire, when the people went to the spot, has been apprehended 
on suspicion. There is a rumour that this was the work of an accomplice 


of some Poona man, and the people are sore afraid of his making another 
attempt, as the first one has failed. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
10th June 1879. 
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For the Week ending 14th June 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 9th June, in its principal leader, discusses the 
question of famines, and attributes their constant 
Accounts for the gradual prevalence to the denudation of the country of forests, 
exhaustion or the ro of by which the rainfall has been rendered scanty and ae 
— pee cine, ite fertility. irregular. Besides, the method of cultivation which oe 
' 1s adopted here is ofa primitive description, and unless . 
improvement is made in it, the produce of land will not increase. Again, the oe 
rigorous nature of the forest laws deprives agriculturists of the means of obtaining a 
manure by which the productive powers of the soil could be restored. The 
' unfailing exaction of the land-tax quite irrespectively of the yield of the field 
compels the ryot to cultivate his land annually, and this system is gradually 
exhausting the soil. The general poverty of the agricultural population prevents 
them from spending capital for the improvement of land, and this is one of 
the capital causes which has led to its deterioration. As a remedy for this 
wretched state of things, the writer suggests that every. piece of land should be 
allowed, to remain uncultivated for at Cea a year, an that during that interval a 
Government should forego the collectiongf the assessment. This method will a 
increasé the quantity of land used for pasture, and will benefit agriculture in a 
variety of ways. The growth of cotton, sugar-cane, hemp, indigo, and other raw 
produce should be discouraged, while the cultivation of all kinds of corn, which 
forms the food of the great bulk of the population should be encouraged to the 
utmost. If, in addition to these suggestions, measures are taken for the diffusion 


of agricultural knowledge among the masses, everything will have been done to 
whe a these terrible visitations as little hurtful as possible. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 9th June, writing from 
Inddpur, states that he is glad that the work of 


Pe a vee io a collecting the arrears of the land revenue has been , = 
Indépur Téluke r suspended, and that the lands which were attached + 


and remained unsold for want of a purchaser, have we 
been made over to their owners for cultivation. It is also stated that the % 
property of defaulting ryots which remained undisposed till the receipt of Gov- 

ernment orders, has been returned to them. This arrangement is satisfacto 
both to Government and the cultivators. Even if the rainfall during the 7 
current year is copious and seasonable, still owing to want of bullocks, seed, a 
and the general distress, much land will remain uncultivated. Government ae 
should, therefore, render all the assistance in its power to agriculturists, in order s) 
to enable them to tide over their difficulties. It is reported that our kind- 
hearted Collector has recommended to Government that advances to the extent 
of Rs. 25,000 should be made to ryots in this téluka. If this information be 
correet, he eannot be too much praised for his benevolence. In conclusion, the 
writer mentions that the labourers who are employed on the Nfra Canal works 
at Nimbgaum do not get their wages regularly, and hence their sufferings are 
great. Some days ago a Mahar labourer was beaten by an overseer, and there- 
upon the former laid a complaint before the Mémlatdar. It subsequent i 
transpired that the case was amicably settled out of court. Superintendents of ae 
workmen should act with kindness and considerations towards their less fortun- - 
ate brethren, otherwise their conduct will have to be brought before the public. Pe 
The Suryodaya (4) of the 7th June says that India is a great loser by being 
obliged to import articles of iron manufacture from 

Says that Government 


should offe England, particularly when that ore is to be found in 
mannitol wee nigh abundance in the Central Provinees, in Western 


mines in India. Berar, on the banks of the Narbada, and in various oe 

other parts of India. One of the principal causes of ‘a 
the poverty of the great bulk of the Indian population is the want of manufactur. | oc 
ing industries in India, and it is, therefore, desirable that Government should . oe 


give every encouragement to the production of this metal, which is the sole 
foundation of i f 


foundation of the commercial prosperity of England. It has been recently =. 

lecided that articles required for the use of Government offices should, as much . a 

RS po ssibl e, be proeured in India. “This policy will be effectually carried out, if oe 
 ~wouragement is offered to the production of iron in India, oT ae 
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The Poona Herald (9)-of the 11th June contains a communication from a 
correspondent, in which it is stated that on Sunday 
Says that the people inthe Jasta gang of robbers attacked Wittulwady in the 
city dy go logge ¥ neighbourhood of Poona, and created a great disturb- 
P clock in the night. ance in the village. One milkman is said to have 
been denuded of property to the extent of five 
hundred rupees. It is not a good sign that robbers have begun to make incur- 
sions in the environs of Poona. Here the writer says that since the conflagra- 
tions, the people of the city are not permitted to move out of their houses after 
8 o'clock at night, and this prohibition might prevent them from obtaining 
assistance in case of an attack. . If it is intended that the news of any stir in the 
city or in the neighbourhood should be known in the camp at the earliest 
opportunity, the interdiction above mentioned should be removed. Again, the 
road leading to Karkolpura and that from New Peit to Nevdungya Vitoba’s 
temple, and that beyond the limits of the city near Nana Shankershett’s house 
are all open thorough fares, and dacoits can easily enter Poona through any of 
them. At these places, a strong police force should be stationed, and the 
greatest vigilance should be exercised. : 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 8th June, in commenting upon the conclusion 

7 of peace with Afghanistan, says that upon the whole the 

8 ag yor ya rs ‘treaty recently concluded will in no way benefit India. 
Mehanistan. © | Thesubsidy which the British Government has agreed. 
to pay to Yakub Khan, and the expense which will be 

incurred in maintaining a suitable escort for the protection of the English 
Resident at Cabul, will only add to the burdens of the Indian tax-payer. Now, 
it may be contended that England ought to bear a portion of this expenditure, 
because she is rich, but this argument is entirely unsound. On former occasions 
India was saddled with the whole cost of wars and entertainments with which 
she had no concern. It is, therefore, absurd to expect England to share any 
expense on the present occasion, when the war was specially undertaken to 
defend Indian interests. In conclusion the writer says that perhaps a peace 
disadvantageous to India has been concluded, as Government were averse to the 

shedding of blood, and for this we are deeply grateful. 


The same says that it is rymoured that the Deccan College is.to be reduced 
= to the grade of a High School, and that it is intended. 
Says haan abolition ofthe to attach to it a college-class, teaching up to the F. A. 
Deccan College will create dis, “ee . : 
satisfaction in Mahéréshtra. Standard. If this information be correct, one is at a 
loss to conceive why this step has been determined 
upon at the present juncture. We apprehend that by the abolition of this 
institution, Government either intend to mark its sense of displeasure of the 
conduct of the educated natives of Poona, or it may be that the financial erisis 
is to a certain extent answerable for this measure. ‘The latter supposition is 
more probable, because it is impossible to conceive that our just and wise rulers 
would act in this manner on the interested and one-sided representations of such 
& mischievous journal as the Kombay Gazette. Whatever may be the real motive 
whicl a have led Government to adopt this proposal, one thing is quite clear 
that it will cause profound dissatisfaction in the Deccan. Se 


A correspondent of the same states that a gang of dacoits has established 
eke ve itself at the foot of the Madheghaut in the neighbour- 


Says that a gang ofdacoits hood of Mahdd, and are meditating an attack on the 


cium. lt inhabi f that town are in 
hood of Mahdd. and that oe latter place, The inhabitants of that tow 


police should apprehend the, great terror and often abandon their houses at night; = = 


in order to ghow their efi. 19 order to seek shelter elsewhere. Mahdd is the 
ciency. head quarters of a Téluka, and, therefore, there ought 


insufficiengy of the police force, the people are not confident of being safe from 
the ravages of robbers. It is stated that a number of dacoits in disguise and 
Bets go with the gang, career about during day in the town of Mahdd, If 


“not to be any cause for anxiety, but owing to the . “y : ee 


he 80, there onght to be no difficulty in apprehending them, and the : < 
police should not allow such a capital opportunity of showing their efficienéy 9 


if 
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~The same alludes to the disturbances prevailing in the Deccan, andsaysthat  ©§= © 
they have completely unsettled the minds of our ~~) 

Says that the police should officials, and that very naturally. But the greatest 
exercise the greatest ‘caution caution and circumspection need to be exercised in 
in searching houses, and that suppressing these disorders. If those whose business 
poi ne to be led away it is to protect the people take alarm and act with 
by interested journalism. recipitation, the latter would not know where to seek 
or protection. The inhabitants of the Deccan have 

been terribly frightened by the conflagrations in Poona and the ravages of the 
dacoits, and if at such a juncture the authorities were to come down upon them 
with a strong hand, their misery will know no bounds. The houses of several 
respectable persons in Poona have been searched because of their supposed 
complicity with Wasudew Balwant Fadke, but no clue has been obtained of 
their intercommunication. It is said that the police is acting with haste and on 
insufficient information in detecting the culprits. This mode of conducting 
investigation has created a profound sensation in Poona, and every one is as 
much afraid of his house being searched by the police as of an attack from the 
dacoits. It is to be hoped that the great maxim of English law that it is 
better that hundred guilty ‘men should escape than that one innocent man 
should be punished will not be lost sight of at such a crisis. In conclusion, the 
writer earnestly trusts that Government and its high officials will not allow 
themselves to be led away by English journalists, or by low and selfish individuals. 


The Satya Shodhak (21) of the 8th June says that it is reported that a 


woman named Kasi of the Gubith caste in the village 


Says that persons who of Natéin the Rajdpur Taluka brought some earth 
gather earth salt for being salt from the sea-coast, and sold it to different persons 
used in cookery should’ not 


he paitiahed: in the village. When this transaction came to the 

knowledge of the Mdmlatddr, he ordered the earth to 
be confiscated, and after stating that the Government had been defrauded of 
revenue, punished both the seller and the purchasers. Similarly, some persons 
of the Gabith caste in whose houses earth salt was found were treated in the 
same manner. Here the writer says that when similar cases happened three years 
ago, it was decided by Mr. Rungrao Bhimaji, the then Huztir Deputy Collector 
and Magistrate of Ratndgiri, that it was not illegal to collect earth salt, and that 
this opinion was upheld by the High Court, and the sentences which were passed. 
were accordingly remitted. It is most unlikely that the Mamlatddr of Rajdpur 
could be ignorant of these decisions, as be has served for many years in this 
Collectorate. His conduct is, therefore, the more extraordinary. In conclusion, 
the writer says that in these trying times, Government should not be hard on 
its subjects, and it is to be hoped, therefore, that steps will be taken to prevent 
the poor people from being annoyed in the same manner. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 6th June, but received on the 9th, in an article on 
aS the Police of the Bombay Presidency, remarks that 
Palins of * og cg aay they are inefficient as a body from the highest officer 
dency. to the lowest peon. They are unable to keep order 
ogre in quiet times, and cannot even prevent beggars from 
loitering in the streets, or a Sree consider such work as beneath them. It is 
easy to imagine how they would behave if daring robbers had to be en- 
countered. When they are informed that dacoits are about to visit a village, they 
allege that it is not legal to attack them until they have actually commenced to 
pander, and they usually come on the scene of the pillage after the robbers 
ave finished their work. This account gives pretty accurately their general 
character, but we should not blame them for their deficiencies. If they cannot 
perform their duties in ordinary times with efficiency, it is absurd to expect 
anything better from them in difficult and trying contingencies. Since the 
-mmencement of the disturbances in the Deccan, the police have not, except 
intwo solitary instances which can be satisfactorily explained, succeeded in — 
‘pprehending the dacoits or in repulsing their attacks, and the employment of 
io eety to help them shows their incapacity for work in a me degree. 
> conclusion, the writer disapproves of the imposition of additional taxation on 
: Villages where disturbances have occurred in order to maintain a set of men. 
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who have been tried and found wanting as keepers of the public peace, and 
says that the continuance of this policy is calculated to injure both Govcenmat 
and its subjects. | 
The same alludes to the Resolution of the Government of India on the 
subject of reductions in the public expenditure, and 
| Makes 4.5 eer ye says that the object aimed at is laudable, and will 
Sanka. " ¥ prove beneficial alike to Government and its subjects 
if carried out in a proper spirit. Public works are 
often started on an extravagant scale, and are subsequently abandoned if found 
unremunerative. This policy results in an immense loss to Government, which 
will be saved if sufficient prevision is exercised at the commencement, and if the 
officers who plan and carry out works are held responsible for their advice. 
They should be made to suffer for misleading Government and for wasting the 
ublic funds. The continuance of the Cooper’s Hill College is an expensive 
uxury, and it should be at once abolished. Qualified Engineers can be trained 
in our Indian colleges in sufficient abundance to meet all demands, and Govern- 
ment will be a great gainer if they are employed in preference to those 
educated in England. The Public Works Department, however, is not the only 
one in which the shears can be applied with advantage. Retrenchments are 
feasible in the Revenue, Judicial and Educational Departments. There are too 
many Assistant Collectors, and their number might be easily reduced. The 
salaries of Collectors and Judges could easily bear a reduction of ten to twenty 
r cent. The saving effected in this manner will be considerable, while the 
boss to individuals will be inappreciable. With reference to the Educational 
D ent, the writer considers the offices of the Director of Public Instruction 
and of the several Educational Inspectors to be useless encumbrances on the 
public purse. ‘The work of the former might be done by the Secretary to 
Government in the Educational Department, and that of the latter by the 
Collectors of Districts. This change will greatly alter the behaviour of revenue 


officers towards educated natives, as they will have the moulding of the native 
mind in their own hands, , 


A correspondent of the Sudarshan (35) of the 7th June, but received on the 
llth, states that with municipal and _ imperial 
Rea gag wa — 7 taxation and famines the inhabitants of Shol4pur have 
in Sholpur. pospess™ been reduced to the utmost verge of destitution. To 
| add to their miseries the pauper population which has 
immensely increased of late in that town has become a source of great annoy- 
ance. Paupers are not content with begging only, but thieve whenever they 
get an opportunity. The writer reports of several cases of theft from personal 
experience, as he had the misfortune to lose various sundry articles on different 
occasions, It is to be hoped that Government will soon adopt measures to 
remedy this unfortunate state of things. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 8th June believes that the recent Resolution 
of the Government of India on the more extended 
Considers that the recent employment of natives in the public service, will not 
. oo of theGovernment only not improve their prospects but may injure them. 
employment of a ge 9 After - pointing out the injustice of the systematic 
. e . . . . . 
public service is not only not ©*Clusion of nativesfrom highly-paid and responsible 
advantageous but injurious posts, the Mitra observes that it is unable to perceive 
to their interesta. ow the above Resolution can be advantageous to 
natives. The distinction existing between the 
Covenanted and the Uncovenanted Services is preserved, and natives are 
excluded from the higher posts in the Customs and five other Departments. 
Hence the only two ents which are really open to them are the Judicial 
and the Revenue. But even in these the Secretary of State has the power to 
appomt Europeans if he wishes, Thus after all these two branches of the public 
service are not kept freely open to natives. In the Revenue Department 
the appointments, of which the salaries are more than Rs. 200 per mensem, are 
— of Deputy Collectors, whose number in this Presidency is about. fifteen. 
ia European passes an examination qualifying him for a Subordinate Judgeship, 
will Government refuse to appoint him to a Sub-Judgeship ? Thus, the field 
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~~ Resolution may not be inaptly said to be not only not advantageous, “but 
positively injurious to the interests of the natives, . 
The same is glad that Government has at last granted the prayer of the 
press of this country on the subject of reductions in 
Hopes that Government the public expenditure. Trade and commerce have 
will reduce the high salaries declined, and the people are poor. To make matters 
of Earopesn officials and worse, famine ca immense misery to 
ee salaries, in prder ‘the inhabitants of certain parts of the ea 
to effect reductions in the Under such circumstances, to impose new taxes for 
public expenditure. raising funds for the growing expenses of the adminis- 
tration was by no meuns a wise measure. It is, 
however, gratifying that Government has set seriously to the task of reducing 
expenditure, and is not going to allow its Resolution on the subject to remain a 
dead letter. The Mitra, in alluding to the rumour that the Supreme Govern- 
ment proposes to reduce the Governorships of Madras and Bombay to the level 
of Lieutenant-Governorships, observes that if this measure is determined 
upon, the Viceroy must, for the sake of consistency, reduce his own : 
nless reductions are made in the large salaries of high officials, and cheap 
native agency substituted for the more costly European agency, the Indian 
finances will not show any marked improvement. 


The same, in alluding to the concession of Municipal franchise made by 
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham to certain District 
eae ae Bontas tenn, Municipalities in the Madras Presidency, observes 
vernor of Bombay to grant : | . ' 
pular representation to the that His Grace already bears high reputation for 
Ninicipslities of Poona, looking after the welfare of the people committed 
Surat, Ahmedabad and other to his charge, and this instance will greatly increase 
— it. Here the writer mentions the petition of the 
Poona Sérvajanik Sabha to His Excellency the Governor of Bombay, on the 
subject of Municipal representation in the city of Poona, and observes that the 
request was both just and reasonable. Government, however, refused the prayer, 
stating that public opinion was not: yet ripe for such a concession. But this 
plea is not good. Granting for the sake of argument that the people are not 
able to form opinions on difficult and intricate questions, they cannot be said to 
be so ignorant as not to understand their own interests, and unable to select 
representatives who would protect them. The interests of the people and those 
of Government are opposed to each other; and, consequently, the selection of 
Municipal Commissioners by Government officials mes objectionable. 
Government interference in the management of Municipalities is 5 pape 
@ 
us 


thet 
oa 


ous, and their control should be left in the hands of the people. If the 
are left to manage their Municipal affairs, the experience which they wi 
acquire will qualify them some day to represent their country in Pislioment 
Sir Richard ‘Pemple calls himself the advocate of the people, and ought, 
therefore, to follow the good example set by the noble Duke, and concede, 


without delay, popular ceprevenntian to Poona, Surat, Ahmedabad, Broach and 
other principal towns of this Presidency. 


The Jéme Jamsed (47) of the 11th June, after dwelling on the importance 
of seneeien and the necessity of improving the old 
PP mis the Bombay methods of arming practised in this country, praises 
pe ge v2 oe atag 462e.attempts which are being made for improving the 
and Broach for the benefit of COUdition of the agricultural classes of the Deccan by 
the inhabitants of Gujarat. the establishment of an agricultural class at Poona, 
| and the institution of a degree in science in the 
Bombay University. The Jdme Jamsed then alludes to the rich soil of Gujarét, 
to its productive capabilities, and to the trade.of that province, and requests the 
Bombay Government to open agricultural classes at Ahmedabad and Broach. | 
It also makes suggestions to the Gdikwdd and the Thékor of Bhavnagar to open — 
similar classes in their respective States for the benefit of their subjects. 
The Akhkbére Sowddgar (48) of the 10th June is concerned td find it 
ee authoritatively announced that the Government of 
| Observes that unless the India has no intention whatever of abolishing the 
__ Milarios of highly-paid officers offices of Commanders-in-Chief or Governors of the 
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reduced, Madras and csp ay | Presidencies. B ,the Northe = =~ 

Bs iid devil tw the West Provinces and the Panjaub contain almost the =. & 

ereaien State expenditure, Same population as Bombay and Madras, but the © | 
. former are governed by Lieutenant-Governors only, = ™& 

whose allowances are smaller than those of the Governors of Presidencies. 

The Governors of Bombay and Madras and some other officials receive their pay 

in Sieca Rupees ; and if it is decided to give them the same. pay in the current 

coin, there will be a large reduction. Unless the salaries of highly-paid officials 

are reduced, there will be little or no saving, and the public will not be 

benefited .by dispensing with the services of a few ill-paid clerks and peéons, or 

by stopping the building of an edifice, or by suspending the construction of a 


road. : 


In alluding to the confession of Krishnéji Rénade, the Book Depdt-keeper, 
who was charged with having set fire to the 
Budhwér and the Wishrdmbdg palaces in Poona, the 
Akhbdre Sowddgar (48) of the 11th June observes 
that the accused stated that his accounts were not 
examined for a period of eight years, at the end of 
which he knew that he would have to make. good the 
7 sum of Rs. 4,000. ‘To escape from this lability, 
he destroyed the buildings. If the authorities believe in the truth of the 
confession, and it seems from the statement made by the Poona Correspondent 
of the Times of India, that they believe it, it behoves them to institute enquiries 
and ascertain by whose negligence the accounts of the Depdt-keeper remained 
unexamined for the long period mentioned above. If they do not believe 
the confession, then they must appoint a special officer to ascertain and find 
out the persons who instigated the incendiaries to perpetrate the deed. 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 8th June observes that there is nothing objec- 
tionable in the adoption of strong measures for the 
suppression of the dacoities. But the authorities 
should take care that undue severity is not exercised 


Requests Government to 
ascertain how the accounts 
of the Book Depét-keeper at 
Poona remained unexamined 
for eight years, as stated by 
the accused in his confession. 


Advises the authorities to 
be careful not to act upon 


mere suspicions raised by 
anonymous: communications 


regarding the Deccan dacoi- 
ties. 


in discovering the culprits. The residents of Poona 
have been alarmed by the recent conflagrations. The 
are sorry for the destruction of the late Peshwa’s 


. alace which had endearing historical associations 
connected with it. By the burning of this building valuable documents have 
been destroyed, and several persons have been put to serious inconvenience 
and loss. Under these circumstances it behoves the authorities to be careful 
in taking any particular course, lest a hasty step on their part might, instead of 
improving matters, make them worse. For the credit of the authorities, and 
for securing the confidence of the people, the house of a person like the late 
Diw4n of Sdngli ought not to have been searched on a mere suspicion said to 

have been caused by an anonymous letter. It is not good that our officials 
should move in such times as the present, on the authority of anonymous com- 
munications which might be intended to mislead them. 


The same advises the Bombay Government not only to put down the 
Deccan dacoities with a strong hand, but also to 
Recommends the issue of 


& proclamation, offering par- 
don to those dacoits iio 
would return to their homes 
and retake to peaceful pur- 
suits within a certain time. 
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adopt proper measures for relieving the agricultural 
classes of the Deccan from the poverty and distress 
from which they are suffering, and which are un- 
doubtedly the causes of the disturbances. | 
Rdmoshis are a disorderly people, the deprivation of 
whose properties has mainly induced them to resume 


which were their favorite occupations in former times. 
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pees was made annually, while in the famine 
pees was all that was remitted. 
this new poliey at an in- 


opportune time. For two successive years the famine continued, and at such 


cture the system of realizing as far as 
pb tremens sas Wateutnced . Thiss 
and untimely rainfall of last year destroyed the crops, and 


the result. 


possible the full amount of the 
tep is to be regretted. Again, the excessive 
{ distress was 


t is quite natural for the unruly people of the Deccan to take to 
pillaging when reduced to such straits; and it 


hoves Government to lend 


elp to them as mentioned above. 


The same complains that in the Victoria Theatre on the Grant Road in 


uests the lice of 
Pee to prohibit i indecent 
performances from being 
acted in the Victoria Theatre 
on the Grant Road. 


Bombay, low amusements are performed, and are 
kept open to the public. Two troupes of Malhdris are 


brought on the stage. They ses and dance, and use ~ 


abusive language freely to each other. The Rédst 
ays is surprised that the police should permit such 
indecent performances to be acted in a public place 


of amusement as the theatre, and requests that steps may be taken to prevent 
their exhibition in future. 


The Yajdén Parast (51) of the 8th June observes that the dacoits, 


Observes that the Marathi 
population of the Deccan is 
disaffected towards the British 
Government, and advises the 
authorities to punish the 
dacoits and Poona incen- 
diaries severely. 


of their seditious spirit 


and to some extent the Marathi population of 
Mahdrdshtra, deserve blame for the unfortunate 
state of the Deccan. The feeling of the Mardathi 
opulation towards Government has changed - of 
late, These people severely, nay disloyally, com- 
plain against the English rule. They not only 
express in public their disaffection, but their talk 
sometimes takes a seditiofis turn. The first sign 
showed itself after the trial of Malhdrraw Gdikwad. 


This bad spirit has increased of late, and the Mardthi population outstep 
the bounds of legitimate criticism in expressing disapproval of any measures 
of Government. They libel the British Government in discussing political 
questions. ‘The Deccan dacoities and the Poona fires are the result of this 


improper gonduct. 


Government should be on the alert and ought, for 


the safety of the Indian Empire and the credit of the British name, to 


punish the miscreants with such severity as to dissuade others from following 
the same dangerous course. 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the 8th June, in alluding to the attempt which is 


Requests Government to 
consider duly certain matters 
in fixing the salaries of 
natives who would be ap- 
at ya to posts hitherto 
eld by Europeans. 


being made by Government to curtail the overgrown 
expenses of administration, observes that the salaries 
paid to Kuropean officials are exorbitant, and need 
reduction. After giving the substance of the senti- 
ments expressed on this subject by Mr. John Bright 
in his recent speech delivered a few days ago at 


Birmingham, the Mitra remarks that hitherto on every occasion on which 
reductions were ordered, no attention was directed to the high salaries of Euro- 
pean officials, and the clipping process was applied only to the small allowances of 
native officials. It is highly gratifying that the Supreme Government has now 
made up its mind to reduce the high salaries of European officials, and with 
this object has resolved to employ native agency more largely on lower 

owances: In doing this, Government will have to exercise great discretion. 


Our rulers should carefully corfsider the present time of high prices, the 
increased wants created by English education and association with Englishmen, , 


and the necessity of keeping up one’s position in the Government service. ml 
ng to the fine of fifty rupees inflicted by one ofthe 9 ~~ 


The same, in alludi 


a Req quests Government to 
,ercise supervision over the 
illiterate medical practitioners 
_ Who have opened dispensaries 
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.. for being negligent in giving medicine _* 
to a patient, observes that private medical dispensaries = = 
are established in almost all parts of Bombay. The (9 ~— 
_ owners thereof generally prepare medicines prescribed | 1 
by regularly educated practitioners ; but some of them a 
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are treated. It is not difficult to conceive of cases where persons may suffer 


in health, or even lose their lives from unprofessional treatment. It is, 


therefore, incumbent on Government to exercise supervision over these illiterate 
practitioners. 
The Kaira Wartamdn (57) of the 4th June, but received on the 8th, states 
that about one hundred distressed peuple of K4thid- 
Requests Government to war have come to that town. Some Cabulese have 
afford relief to ras ep no wit also encamped at the village of Hariydla not very 
ls who have come © far from it. The Kathidwdr refugees beg for food 
ig and excite compassion by their wretched condition. 
The people of Kaira have to maintain a large number of local beggars, and cannot 
afford to give help to these refugees. It would be well, therefore, were Gov- 
ernment to render assistance to the latter from the proceeds of the license-tax 
which was imposed with the express object of relieving distress during famine. 


The Broach Samdchdr (66) of the 6th June, but received on the 8th, also 
sige a fag une put by. . arg ag * Parliament 

-optttag to the Under Secre of State for India about the 

5 Rigas comasenad oppression said to st a practised by the police in 
to notice the mepeien prac- the presence of a Magistrate, and the Under Secre- 
tised by the Indian police. = tary’s reply thereto, and observes that it is glad that 
Parliament has begun to take notice of such occur- 

rences, but is sorry that the answer of the Under Secretary was not satisfactory. 


The police is given to extort confessions from accused persons, and in doing so 


‘sometimes great mischief is done. Besides, policemen generally escape punish- 


ment. However, since the authorities in England have begun to pay attention 
to such incidents, the police should take a warning and reform its conduct 
accordingly. | 

The same, after bestowing high praise on the British Government for 
| its impartial administration and just laws, severely 
Hopes that the anthorities of _censures the lower officers of the Broach police for 
pes Bp gan hag to exercising oppression on the village cartmen who 
town from sbnsing and come tothattown. Their carts are seized, and when 
assaulting cartmen. - they hesitate to obey these officers abuse ard even 
assault them. The Samdchdr hopes that the authorities 

will prohibit this sort of tyranny from being practised upon the poor villagers. 


The Swatantratd (72) for the month of May 1879 contains a long article 
Nadie Mates he pein e ne seen oy ana m cl in which on 
x on an arhament are severely censured for 
Mane: gy hie esregiry “el eactina the proceeds of the Laneaaaee to other than 
Afghan war on India and for the promised purpose of mitigating the evil effects of 
abolishing the import duty the frequently recurring famines, for throwing the 
averting te — St co cost of the Afghan war on the Indian treasury, and 
Naleaun aie’. th for abolishing a portion of the import duty on cotton 
rposes not P po y 
originally ‘utended. ods. In 1878, the Supreme Government aunounced 

| . its resolution to impose the license-tax, as it was 
unable to meet the expenses of the famine, and as it wanted to create a famine 
insurance fund. This declaration led the people to plead their inability 


to bear a new tax, in consequence of the dullness of trade. They wished 


that Government would at least give a distinct promise that the proceeds of 


tion that it would not be decent for Government to give such a promise, they 
queey, ‘but unwillingly submitted themselves to this new and unjust burden. 
tis to be regretted that this insurance fund has been applied to purposes not 
originally intended. _ The English Parliament deci that the cost of the 
— war erating to a krare and a half of rupees should be charged to the 
This d, treasury, though the cause of the war had iy oe with England alone. 
Shap oy ae eager se 
a id not pit . r os e. ‘en Ma ay 
account of ‘this rd Ao ge or the sm en which she had to bear on 
ON 


this tax would not be diverted from its legitimate object. But on a considera- 
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politician should utter such words with to a country so ! er eo os 
Fidia bated Se It is also a great shame that the Parliament of wealthy and — ve 
independent England should throw an additional burden on India. This was 
an indiscreet step on the part of that august tribunal. This is, however, not 
the first decision of its kind. There have been many such. England is ready 
to get money from India, but does not concede to her people the rights enjoyed 
by herself, and says that they are not fit forthe concession. The people of India 
well understand the me of Parliament, that for its own interest it speaks of 
England’s union with India; but when the interest of the latter is concerned, it 
adopts a different tone. It is true that England has paid a small share of the 
expenses of the war ; but it is also true that England is rich, while India is 
poor, and that the treasury of the latter is empty, and that this expedition is 
an offshoot of the Berlin treaty. Hence, it is not fair to levy from India the 
expenses of this war. When Government wanted to impose the license-tax, it 
said that the treasury was empty and was unable to bear the famine expenses ; 
and yet under the same state of the finances, India became able to bear the cost 
of the Afghan war, and to sacrifice a portion of her revenues for the benefit of 
Manchester! There can be no doubt that the Indian administrators take more 
care of the interests of England than of those of India. Lord Lytton had 
promised to grant the prayer of the Manchester merchants, and to abolish 
the import duty on cotton goods on an improvement taking place in the 
Indian finances. But His Lordship inflicted on India a loss of twenty lacs 
when her financial condition had grown worse than before. In this His 
Lordship has undoubtedly shown patriotism. The merchants of Manchester 
pleaded that by abolishing the.import duty, the poor people of India would get 
their cloth cheap. But the latter do not.use the kind of cloth on which the duty 
has been abolished, and, hence, the excuse was not proper. We cannot forget 
that the ruin of impoverished India is approaching in consequence of this policy 
adopted at a time when the trade and commerce of the country are in such a 
depressed condition. His Lordship receives his salary from this country, and he 
ought to contend with Parliament for advancing her interests. Instead of doin 
this, he looks after the interest of England alone. [tis unfortunate for India that 
her future is chalked out, and that whatever is said by natives is considered 
improper and disloyal. The Swatantraté then disapproves of the reply given 
by the Viceroy to the deputation from the British Indian Association, as 
harsh and unjust, and makes remarks in the same strain. In one place the 
Swatantratd observes that the reply was very ‘harsh ; only it did not contain the 
words that the address of the deputation was foolish and senseless; that the 
members did not understand politics and wished to interfere in a matter they 
did not comprehend ; that India was a conquered country, and that her rulers 
were free to act as they pleased; and that they wished only for England’s 
welfare. The Aryan subjects of Her Imperial Majesty believed that our rulers 
looked after the interests of India, but His Lordship les shown that that belief 
was a mistake. It is to be regretted that the Indian administrators do not try 
to effect a close union between England and India, and attempt to keep them, 
separate from each other. The Swatantratdé then advises the British Indian and 
other public Associations of this country not to be disspirited by His —— 
reply, and to persist in their endeavours to obtain justice from England ‘by 
sending respectful petitions and memorials. The observations made in regard 
to the last advice are also in’ the same strain as the rest of the article. 


Municipalities. 


The Sudarshan (35) of the 7th June, but received on the 11th, in its local 
Says that the Municipal news, reports that in the larger Dharmshdla near 
e 


authorities Paniwes, paupers are found committing nuisance, and 
measures to secret it stench the pl ag something fearful to describe. The 

cane by panpers in a Dharmshdla is situated on the road leading to the 
Sholépie in the town of camp and the Collector’s office, and it is, therefore, to 
ey be hoped that the Municipal Committee will direct its 
Attention to the adoption of remedial measures, ee 
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The Broach Samdchdér (66) of the 5th June, but received on the 8th, 
_ disapproves of the Municipal Hall at Broach on 
_Com that the Muni- sak for the performance of dramas. Last wee 
for the performance of ramatic performances were ac or four days in 
diveiian, this Hall, and it is said that this was done with the 
permission of Mr. Lely. It is very strange that when 
His Excellency the Governor refused the use of the Town Hall of Bombay for 
convening & “eg to ge a memorial to Government on a public question, 
the Municipal Hall here should be used for purposes of amusement. This 
ought not to have occurred, and it is to be hoped that the same will not occur 
in future. (The Nydya Prakash (64) of the 9th June repeats the above 
observations). : 


Native States. 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (13) of the 9th June in an only leader says that 
| the State of Sangli was at one time so grossly mis- 
Complains of the systemof managed by its Chief that Government were obliged 
administrationand the weight +o interfere in order to restore order, and for this pur- 
of taxation on the people in ‘a o 6 : : : 
the State of Sangli. - pose a joint administration was appointed. Since 
then five years have elapsed, but unfortunately no im- 
provement in the administration is perceptible. Formerly debt, was contracted 
on account of the Chief’s extravagance; now the same state of things obtains 
for different reasons. Formerly individual officers were dilatory in the dis- 
charge of their duties; now op A is caused in the disposal of business by the 
multiplication of offices. The joint administration has not succeeded in 
diminishing the weight of taxation, but on the contrary has gone on increasing 
expenditure, and is, therefore, obliged to devise new means of obtaining funds. 
The administration of justice and the management of the different departments 
is framed on the model of that which exists in British territory, but unfortunately 
the principal officers are ignorant of that system. Examination tests are 
rigorously exacted from ill-paid clerks, but the offices of Munsif and 
Mémlatdér are filled up any how. In conclusion the writer complains of the 
system of taxation which prevails in the State of Sangli. It is neither English 
nor that of the Peishwas, but a compound of both. The Mohaturfa tax is levied 
here and also pan, snuff and other sundry articles which are exempted from » 
taxation in British territory are taxed. Formerly the Municipalities imposed a 
rate on head-loads. This is still continued in Sangli, although it has been 
abolished in British territory. A tax of eight annas is levied on a cart-load of | 
firewood in the town of Shéhapur, and a charge of four annas is made on each 
bullock, and of one anna on each head-load. In fact, the mode of taxation is an 
imitation of the English, Maratha and Mogul systems. It is to be hoped 
that Government will take measures to remedy this unfortunate state of things 
from which the people are at present suffering. 


The Gwardt Mitra (45) of the 8th June has heard that a revenue officer 


of the Gdikawddi State aperehenste some cultivators, 


Mentions the report that a in a certain téluka of the Navsdri Mahal, as they did 
revenue officer of the Gdik- 


widi not pay the land assessment. On their raising some | 

Hee amare ig ge ectfen; hevhad thet tied with Dhedée and thereby 

in the Navedri Mahal. gave them religious offence. Again, it issaidthat == «= ss 
: by his order, a sepoy struck one of these cultivators. = J 
and knocked out two of his teeth. The farmers wish to complain against this | = =* =3 
ill-treatment, but the officer threatens not to release them soon if they didany |. > 
thing of the kind; but offers to set them ateiberty if they did not complain. : 
an Foujdér of Kémrej is said to know something about this matter. The 


uperintendent of Police of the Mahdl is requested to enquire into the truth of 
these allegations. 
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REPORT 


ON 
NATIVE PAPERS 
For the Week ending 21st June 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


A. 


ee eee > oe 


Names of Newspapers. 
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—_ Le A ei te 
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Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA'THI. 
The Indu Prakdsh  .......sescsccccceseeee: 
Native Opinion .........scseseeessesees 
Dny&n Prakash 
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Mahérashtra Mitra ..........6...000- 
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Subodha Patriké .......00...e.sseeeee 
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MARA THI. 

BG ROO 6. ctikccncinese, ancsseesoese 
op GAN Mitra ..cccrcccsccosioccccsecenes 
» Belgaum Samfchér .........-.s+ee0e 
NyGya Sindhu ......cccr.seccccceccees 
Shubha Suchak....,......csecseccccees 
Khéndesh Waibhaw _ ..,.........++. 
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ee EETEEELLET TREE Ce 
EXitechohhur 2. is.ccccocccccccccccvess 
Satya Shodhak ... accccsccocssrssoceee 
BRONTE PURO oii ccc citessencevccdenees 
DDETWEr Writta ...cccccccaccescorees 
Nagar Samachar .....ccs-ccosesseces 
Swadesh Mitra .......cccccscssseeees 
PO ENE 5 cay nse ce oyersniseseseee: 
Pandhari Writta  ..0......cocsssceesis 

-Vengurla Writta ......sccccesseeesss 
RTI, Ucchanenecpnonesscenesacses 
Jalgaon Samfchér ............s000+. 
Vasai Samachar ......cccccccseeseees 


Sudarshan ...,........seeseeee vecteners 
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Nibandha ME14..........000...-ssesee] 


I SO ee ci sbe ccs 


Wiwidha Dny4n Wistar .....0i..... 


Satdharma Dipa  ........sceerereeeees 
Satya Prakésh ...............ccccseee 
ANGLO-GUJARA‘TI. 


The Surya Prakfish ..........ccccsssesecees 


pg OLS IE Se na ay Ba ny 
GUJARATI. 


The Gujarét Mitra ..........cseseeseee 
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Bombay Samachar.............ss.0e08 
CE Re apt a 
Akhbére Sowdagar: .........0ceseeeee 
POU EWG: vecevecevcdcvrovecsssscdese 
Yajddn Parast ...ccssccsscccspiesecs. 
Alrye MTA: oic5c.ccei oe ceeds eeossces 
LIED TRONO Wevwwhives cc cscedscicctensss 
PGGRL BAIIO ci cs ce seis iiciciiiccesens 
Samsher BahAdur ..........secesceeess 
Ahmedabad Samachar .....,......... 
Kaira Wartaman. ,....:,..cccsccvecees 
Broach Wartam&n ..............006 
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PO. POMIORE oy cicicscesavnvecssis 
Gujarét Samachar ........,......... 
Neyfiya Prak&shc.,..c....25.cy.seeeees 


Swadesh Mangal ..............4..-08+} 
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Dh4rwar............ 
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Ahmedabad ...... 
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Ahmedabad 

Do. 
SND aes o'ccs oceans 
Broach 
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Weekly 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 16th June, in an article on the condition of 
the people in Maharashtra, repeats many arguments 
Praises Mr. Moore for the which have been frequently reported, and highly 
measures taken by him to jraises Mr. Moore and the Government for the 
relieve the people of Indapur, | hich h b k 
and makes suggestions. enevolent measures which have been taken to save 
the people of the Indaépur ‘Taluka. The collection of 
the land revenue has been suspended for the present, and the lands which were 
attached on account of the inability of the owners to pay the assessment have 
been restored to them. It must, however, be remembered that a variety of 
things are required in order to till the soil. The poor cultivators have neither 
bullocks nor seed, and the sowkdrs will not afford them any help whatever. 
They must, therefore, look up for this kind of assistance elsewhere, and we trust 
that our Government will not be behindhand in granting it. In order to give 
every possible encouragement to farmers, the arrears of the land revenue might 
be altogether remitted. When ryots know that they will have, at some future 
time, to meet the payments which have already accrued, ae will not be so 
zealous in doing their work. It is to be hoped that other Collectors will follow 
the good example set by Mr. Moore, and do every thing in their power to 
improve the condition of the people committed to their charge. A liberal 
policy is beneficial alike to Government and its subjects, and if the course 
pursued by Mr. Moore is followed in other districts, it will help ultimately 
towards the perpetuation of the British rule. In conclusion, the writer expresses 
his heart-felt gratitude to those Englishmen in England and India, and 
particularly Mr. Wedderburn, who have been recently directing their attention 
to the amelioration of the condition of the Indian population. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 15th June remarks, with reference to the 
incendiaries who set fire to the palaces of Wishrambag 
Says that educated natives, and Budhwar in Poona, that the facts which came out 
— — ar during the trial conclusively prove that the Book 
dutoeil. < mgs SS“ Depot-keeper and his son did the mischief in the 
belief that the disturbed state of the country in the 
neighbourhood would throw the suspicion of the deed on the dacoits, and that 
the real perpetrators would escape, and that their defalcations would not come 
to light. The Bombay Gazette, whose business seems to be to paint the native 
character as black as possible, had for some time been making strenuous 
exertions to establish that the dacoits had been committing their ravages to 
annoy the English Government. This accusation, added to the recent conflagra- 
tions in Poona, spread consternation among the native public, and gave the 
Bombay Gazette an opportunity to inveigh against educated natives generally, 
and particularly against Brdhmans, All educated men felt their position 
insecure, and did not know when they might get intotrouble. But truth always 
triumphs in the end. Although a couple of natives possessing a mere smattering 
of English may have joined the ranks of the dacoits, yet all educated natives 
are not in league with them, and although they are dissatisfied with the present 
regvme, yet they do not wish the discontinuance of the British rule. ff they 
really desired the subversion of the English Government, they would never 
have set the two buildings on fire, and men like Rao Bahddur Mahadeo Govind 
Rénade and others would never. have assisted in finding out the culprits. These 
being the facts, it is to be hoped that the Bombay Gazette will yet desist from 
ts shameful course in bringing accusations against educated natives, and we 
trust that the unfavorable opinion which Englishmen entertain on this subject 
will be altered for the better. : 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 19th June states that it appears from. the 


Seve thes the last Government Gazette that Réo Bahddur Dai 
Judges should Govind Gupte has been invested with power to he: 
ey from Subordinate Judges of the Second Class. 
pete os Judges with We are extremely ee that our Government is 
Comet seaiate Small Cause pleased to invest Native Judges with such high 
} ‘authority, but sometimes mistakes are made in making 
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ared by the Court unfit oreo re merecngge oe oe of a First 
Class Subordinate Judge on account of his ignorance of the English language, 
and it is stated that he has been ordered to retire from the service from the Ist of 
August 1879. His judgments will of course be written in the vernacular, and in 
special appeal they will have to be translated into _— for the benefit of 
the ay 3 Court Judges. Weare unable to understand why all this trouble 


should be gone through merely for the space of a month and half. Very likel 


me selections for this kind of work. Réo Bahédur Daji Govind has been 


Government has granted him appellate powers as an acknowledgment of his 


services, and it may be that the High Court has not been consulted in the matter. 
Sometimes Courts are invested with Appellate and Small Cause Court powers 
on the recommendation of District Judges alone. This practice is reprehensible. 
All civil courts are under the supervision of the Hig Court, and the opinion 
of that tribunal should always be obtained before taking action on such 


questions. 


The same refers to the speech delivered by Mr. Syed Hussan Elmidini at 
a meeting held for the formation of a Volunteer Corps 
Says that Mr. Elmidinihas jn Kurrachee, and states that that gentleman declared 


no nds for stating that : . . ‘ : . 
vib Scale pellet aor that it was not advisable to admit natives as volun 


) teers, on the ground that their loyalty was not entirel 
dsc luie iia eile to be relied ou, We are not aie of the sian 
which has led Mr. Elmidini to this opinion, but we conscientiously affirm that 
there is no reasonable ground for the conclusion to which he has arrived. This 
gentleman was at one time Judge of the Small Cause Court at Surat, and has now 
retired from service. It is to be extremely regretted that persons of his position 
and experience should indulge in worthless declamation. | 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Kalydn, states that the First 


Grade Anglo-Vernacular School in that town is ina . 


Says that the First Grade flourishing:condition, but that great inconvenience is 


Anglo-Vernacular School at  e a Rd 
Kalvin sboald ‘be ‘Yateed’ to caused, because the studies in that institution are not 


. Carried up to the Matriculation Standard. The 
is cia Municipality of Kaly4n contributes Rs. 1,200 annuall 
towards the support of this school, and-is willing to give Rs. 300 more if it is 
raised to the grade of a High School. The cost to Government, therefore, will 
be trifling, if the offer of the Municipality is accepted. Besides, in the Collec- 
torate of Thana, this town possesses special advantages for the establishment of a 
High School, and it is to be hoped that this proposal will be accepted. 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Miraj, says that about a 
month ago a robbery took place at Hurripur, which is 
Says that the officials in five miles distant from this place, and property to the 
the State of Maléare indolent. extent of Rs. 8,000 was carried away. This village 
| is within the jurisdiction of the Chief of Malé. It is 
strange that those officers whose business it was to discover the robbers have 
not moved in the matter, and even their superiors, who are aware of this 
occurrence, have not taken any measures to stir their subordinates into action. 
It seems as if the Peishwa system of Government prevailed here. If a similar 
eyent had happened in British territory, the authorities would not have rested 
without making an effort to detect the perpetrators. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 16th June discusses the question whether India 
ial die __ 1s poor or wealthy, and observes that the solution of 

: vient ne. is reat this problem is not easy. The country has for some 
or wealthy, y por time been suffering from famines, the plague of rats 
' and locusts, high prices, and other evils. Besides, 

the desire of Government to grab at money at every step is also patent. It is 
no wonder, therefore, that the natives who Bees to endure these calamities should 
believe that India is utterly poor. The experience of our administrators, 
however, would lead them to a different conclusion. They find that the various 
taxes by which the people are ground down are raised from them without any 
Yer complaint, and it costs little expense to collect them. The moment 
y license-tax notices are posted in the police station, the people for fear 
of losing their character pay up the demand at once. No difficulty is found in 
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to England in order to meet the Home 


‘remitting sixteen millions sterli 


charges Entertainments to foreign princes can be easily provided for in 
England from the resources of India. A portion of the cost of the Abyssinian 
expedition was quickly met from the revenues of India. The Indian treasury 


is well able to bear a portion of the postal charges relating to Australia. Even 
the expense of the expedition to Afghanistan is easily borne by India. Upon 


the whole, therefore, all charges which our rulers choose to throw on India are 
easily paid from her revenues in spite of famines and other calamities. These 
being the facts, it is quite right of them to think that the country is rich, and a 
contrary opinion would be characterised as foolish. Here the writer says that 
from an examination of the commercial statistics of India, it appears that the 
exports have been steadily increasing for many years, notwithstanding the 
existence of famines, and that they have always exceeded the imports. ‘These 
statements with respect to the commerce of the country are sufficient to justi 
our governors in believing that India is rich, and that it is absurd to say that 
it is poor. 7 


The same refers to the recent discussion in Parliament relating to the 
question of. the abolition of the import duties on 
cotton goods, and remarks that if nig functionaries 
like the Secre of State and the Viceroy are 
allowed to act on their own individual opinion, without 
consulting their respective Councils, or are permitted 
to set aie at pleasure the opinion of their advisers, 
the advisibility of maintaining highly-paid officials 
like Members of Council to assist them is not apparent. Councillors are 
appointed with the object of ensuring the discussion of public questions and 
with the view of preventing mistakes, but the recent procedure would seem to 
render their usefulness extremely questionable. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 15th June states that the Vernacular School 
No. 1 in Thana is now located in Ghadte Lane outside 
the limits of the town, and that the Vernacular School 
No. 2 is opposite to the English school. Formerly the 
School No. 1 was held in the same place where now 
the School No. 2 is to be found ; and since its removal, 
the inhabitants in the neighbourhood wished to trans- 
fer their little children to School No. 2. This, however, 
cannot be done owing to the obstacles put in their 
way by the Deputy Educational Inspector, who, in order to keep up the 
attendance in his favorite School No. 1, has ordered that children from that 
School should not be admitted into School No. 2 without the consent of the 
Head Master of the former. When, however, parents ask for permission to 
remove their children to School No. 2, the Head Master of No. 1 replies that he 
has no authority from his superior officer to give such permission. The result 
is that some half a dozen little children, who ought to be learning in school, are 
now roaming about in the town. A petition representing this unfortunate 
state of things has been sent to the Educational Inspector of the Division ; but 
it would be well if the Deputy Educational Inspector were to act in a straight- 
forward manner, and do that which is for the benefit of the inhabitants of Thana, 
instead of persisting in a course calculated to make him unpopular. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 15th June, in an article on the Hudgi State 
Mage f eye that owing a the tag ee of this 

; ine being let on contract, the workmen employed on 

ee ee it do not Pi sufficient wages, and, besides, ie net paid 
ally, punctually. The principal contractor has sublet the 
contract to various persons, who are so greedy of gain 

that they pay a laborer such a trifling sum that the earnings of three men are 
not enough to maintain even one. The contractors cheat their workmen in every 
2c way. This line was started as a relief-work, but unfortunately the 
rers employed on it do not derive from it the advantages whieh the 
overnment had in view in sanctioning it. Under these circumstances’ the 


Doubts the utility of 
Councils when the ‘ Secretary 
of State and the Viceroy can 
set aside the unanimous 
opinion of their respective 

ouncillors. 


Complains that children in 
School No. 1 are not allowed 
to be removed into Schcol 
No. 2 on account of ithe 
obstacles put into their way 
by the Deputy Educational 
Inspector of the Thana Sub- 
Division. 


Says that the construction 


Writer’ suggests that the construction of this line may be ordered to be done 
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partmentally as was the case with works which were started during the 
pra iain of 1877. Government is not benefited in any way by letting the 
work to contractors. If this be so, there is no reason why the poor laborers 
should be subjected to losses as well. . 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 13th June, but received on the 16th, alludes to the 
reduction of the Governorships of Madras and Bombay 
Objects to the reduction of to the level of Lieutenant-Governorships, and observes 
the Governorships of Madras that the diminution of authority which the Madras 
and Bombay to the an and Bombay Governments will thus suffer is by no 
aT eal aie ways Pi means desirable in the interests of -the peop: e of 
making retrenchments. those Presidencies. The superintendence which His 
Excellency the Viceroy exercises over these two 
Governments is often of a vexatious nature, and frequently orders are issued 
without an adequate knowledge of local wants. It would be better, therefore, 
to invest these two Governments with greater power than they already possess. 
Such a policy will be beneficial alike to Government and its subjects. If 
reduction of the public expenditure be the object which the Viceroy has in 
view in diminishing the importance of the Governments of Madras and Bombay, 
the same can be more easily attained in other ways. For instance, the salaries 
of Governors might be reduced by one-fourth, and a considerable saving might 
be made by cutting down their sumptuary allowances. When poverty is rapidly 
increasing in the land, it does not become thoughtful officials to spend the 
public funds lavishly in giving balls and parties. ‘These entertainments do not 
inany way increase the intercourse between the governors and the governed. 
They are intended solely for the gratification of the governing classes. By 
applying the clipping process to the allowances of the Members of Council and 
other functionaries of Government in the Revenue and Judicial Departments, 
much saving could be made. If our administrators were to investigate the 
utility of keeping up the present overgrown public establishments, vast 
retrenchments are easily feasible ; but the absence of certain qualities, which was 
markedly shown on the occasion of the abolition of the import duty on cotton 
goods, leads us to the inference that they will be wanting on the present 
occasion. But it remains to be seen what actually happens. 


The same, in an article on the necessity of educating the Native Princes 
and Chiefs, observes that Government should refuse to 


Suggests that young Princes invest them with authority until they have 

=e Ng =o @ not oe a certain educational stan The want of some 
they have > 4 Asay such restriction often leads them to apply for being 
nation of of Artsin invested with power immediately after attaining their 
a University. majority, although they are really not fit to conduct the 


a affairs of the State. e result is that Government 
is frequently obliged to take the management of the territory in its own hands: 
and many such cases have actually ms en It would be well, therefore, if 
Government were to enunciate some guiding principle on this subject, What 
that educational standard should be is a somewhat difficult question. The 
writer considers that no Prince or Chief should be allowed to govern his own 
territory until he has passed the examination of the Bachelor of Arts in a 
University. Much advantage will accrue from the adoption of this rule. The 
examiners will be men entirely unconnected with Native States, and hence they 
will not be influenced in giving their decision; while the Political Agent, 
through whom efforts are now made to obtain authority, is an individual whose 
predilections the hangers-on about the Prince usually take pains to study, and 
whose advice or opinion is not always to be relied upon. No one will complain 
if'a little high-handedness is exercised in this matter. | 


The same refers to the notice received from Mr. Moore on the 4th June, 
and states that in that letter a disloyal passage in a 
Piece as on some former issue of ours was pointed out and we were © 
: yal Rr sea desired not to offend again in thesamemanner. Upon 

' : Tmer ) 


issue of this paper. this we turned to the passage objected to, and on 


ne . perusing it discovered that the ee had 
unwittingly omitted the veinalpal part of the sentence, and had given a slightly 
_ 8NP21—6 [cow 155] se 
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altered form to the remainder, and hence what was intended as a capital instance 
of loyalty became an instance of disloyalty. When this was brought to the 
notice of Mr. Moore, he admitted that the translator had committed the error, 
and thereupon promised to submit our explanation to Government. We are 
deeply grateful to the Collector and Magistrate of Poona for the kindness and 
consideration shown to us on this occasion. At the same time we cannot help 
remarking that if similar errors occur in the translations which are submitted 
to Government, the result will be that the vernacular. newspapers will “be 
subjected to unnecessary annoyance. Thoughtful officials like “Mr Moore are 
not to be found everywhere. ep mong proprietors would be ruined if those 
in authority were to refuse to hear their explanations. For these reasons we 
do earnestly hope that the translator would not act in the same careless manner 
as he has done on this occasion. In conclusion, the writer seems to hint that 

erhaps the blame of this affair does not rest with the translator alone, who may 
have after all translated the whole passage to which objection was taken, and 
that most likely those in authority issued instructions without looking carefull 
into the entire translation. It isto be hoped that in future our rulers will 
calmly read over entire articles before taking action, and that they will not 
allow themselves to be scared by isolated words or sentences which may be 
fairly open to objection. 


A correspondent of the A’rya Warta (31) of the 24th May, but received on 
Cindi thn one ee 20th sn ay that a a — ater the 
. - Berars to Ahmednagar with his two little daughters, 
i ie iy tag on the and that they were allowed to remain with him ws the 
same carriage as far as Manmdd. At this station a 
young European who wore the railway uniform forcibly removed the two 
children into a carriage reserved for women, and the correspondent himself 
was thrust into a carriage which contained more than the usual number of 
passengers allowed by law. The overcrowding was so great that breathing was 
not an easy operation. Besides, the little girls who had not been accustomed to 
strangers were weeping during the whole time that they were separated from 
their father, and did not cease until at the next station they were put back into 
the same compartment with him, The writer hopes that the railway authorities 
will prevent such treatment of passengers on the part of their officials from 
happening again. 
The Hitechehhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 19th June, in writing upon the 
ponenty of the agricultural classes, and the depression 
Observes that the reduction Of trade, observes that the shortening of the period 
e the period of limitation of limitation for bringing suits om bond debts has 
ate eee eee on bond ‘been one of the prominent causes of the poverty of 
prot tes the agricultural populati bject 
causes of the poverty of the *he agricultural population—a subject very frequently 
agricultural population. discussed by the native press and noticed several 
i times fully in the weekly summaries. The Hitechchhu 
brings forward the usual arguments to prove that the old law of twelve years’ 
limitation was favorable both to the debtor and the creditor. Under it the 
creditor did not press the indebted agriculturist frequently to pay the debt or 
to renew the bond, as he does under the existing law, Frequent calls for 
payment lead the debtor either to declare his insolvency at once, or to give a 
new bond for the original amount together with the interest which has accrued 
on it. Thus the constant renewal of the document swells the original debt 
much more rapidly than it did under the old period of limitation, and ruins the 
unfortunate debtor. The writer shows this by entering into details, and, 
th r bringing a few other arguments of the same nature, expresses & hope that 
© authorities will repeal the existing law and re-enact the old. , 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 15th June concurs in the remarks made, 
: recently by the Times of India, condemning the police 
Recommends the creation 


Commisai oner for the ee im ent. The Mitra observes. that in n 
_ “Tequently ; and yet it is very strange that strong measures are not ad 
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and Government reports, remarks about the inefficiency 
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for the improvement of this important branch of the administration. As 
remarked by the Times, there ought to be one Police Commissioner for the 
entire voorec mages 5 There are three Commissioners now; and, necessarily, 
they entertain different views about the working of the police force. They are 
required to pay,more attention to revenue matters than to the police. Again, 
having been brought up in the revenue line, they probably possess little 
knowledge of the duties of the police. If there was one Commissioner for the 
whole Presideney, he would be able to make the whole police work upon one 
system. If Government is apprehensive of not finding funds necessary to 
ereate the new post in the present financial difficulties, it may well abolish one 
of the three Commissionerships, and apply the savings towards the creation of 
this new appointment. Many reasons can be sega for the increase of crime 
in this Presidency ; and one of them is that the police is not under the control 
of a single responsible officer. 


The same says that hitherto there was a spirit still in the principal town of 
; ; a district for supplying liquor, and in the district each 
a one (tir. of liquor shop-keeper had a still of his own to give a 
oe secre _ supply to hisshop. Government has of late ordered that 
the still in a district town should produce a sufficient 
quantity of spirit to supply the whole district, and there should be no other 
stills in that district. ‘There is a probability that this order will inflict loss on 
the people of the district. It is said that the new order will raise the price of 
the liquor three times its old rate. If this happens, the people using liquor will 
be the greatest sufferers. This is not desirable in the case of poor laborers who 
use liquor simply to drive off the fatigue of the day’s labor. They cannot take 
to toddy as that beverage has become very dear of late. Some have taken to 
eating coarse sugar instead of drinking spirits. But this substance is also dear, 
and unless its production is increased, it will not: be within easy reach of the 
laboring population. | 


The same requests Government to make arrangements for conveying moral 

,. instruction to convicts in jails. On Sundays they are 

Requests Government to not made to work, and they pass their time in idleness. 
oS ee Ie | theratone 1 instruction is given to th 

convicts in jails. , th » moral instruction is given to them 

; occasionally, it will bear good fruit in time. The 

Christian Missionaries might willingly take up this meritorious work for its 

own sake. If they do so, they must be warned against preaching Christianity 

or any other religion, beyond inculeating that there is one God, and that His 

government is a moral government. If they do not consent to such restrictions 

& paid preacher may be engaged for every jail. 


The same, in a rambling article, blames Government for not adopting 

| measures for mitigating distress immediately on 

Blames Government for its becoming aware that dacoities and other crimes | 
bang —o adopting relief ore happening over the country on account of 

easures mitigate the : brs 

distress of the ryote. scarcity. The district officers also deserve some 

| blame for not bringing without delay the dreadful 
condition of the people to the notice of Government, At such junctures the 
usually set to the work of realizing the revenue. This creates alarm an 

disaffection among the people. The disaffected become reckless and begin 
to plunder peaceful neighbours. This state of things injures'trade and com- 

merce, and inflicts losses on Government. Were Government to adopt relief 


measures immediately on the appearance of distress in a district, such baneful 
results would not follow, 


' The same, in approving the saggetione made by Mr. Wedderburn in his 
memorandum for improving the condition of the 


States that the condition indebted Deccan ryots, observes that the condition of 
of the ryote of Gujerét is as the ryots of Gujarat is as bad as that of the Deccan. 


1 as that of the They are deeply in debt, and cannot pay the land 


assessment. Their complaints do not reach Govern- 
a The Deeean ryots plundered their creditors and then Government 
undertook to enact a law for improving their condition. They have also found 


_ # painstaking ad Mi ay tris 
In their then vocate in Mr. Wedderburn, who works with plenttrae eal 
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The Bombay Samdchér (46) of the 16th June observes that there is no doubt 
x that the agriculturists of the Bombay Presidency are 
Peers ye PF acl overnmen’ in a wretched state; and it isa happy circumstance 
sssessment according to the that this state of things has attracted general attention. 
yield of the crop for each In order to effect improvement in their condition, it 
year, in order to prevent ig necessary to adopt two kinds of measures. One of 
cultivators of ate debt» them is, that the agriculturists should be relieved 
w from the heavy load of debt under which they are 
groaning. To achieve this object, it has been suggested that village punchdyats 
should be established for the disposal of claims against agriculturists; that the 
existing claims should be settled at half their amount; and that advances 
should be made to the farmers. The other means is to ascertain the causes of 
their present indebtedness, and to take steps to remove them, so that the 
agriculturists may not again fall into debt. To accomplish this object, it is 
proposed that Government should not levy the same amount of land assessment 
every year, but should regulate its demand according to the yield of the crop 
for each year. If this system is adopted, there will be no reason for the 
iculturist to get into pecuniary difficulties. But Government or its 
etaahen object to the proposal on the ground that if adopted, it would 
inflict losses on Government which could not well be borne. But, on consideri 
both sides of the question, it seems that Government ought to adopt the above 
proposal. In defence of the system which obtains at present, it is alleged that 
the assessment is so very light, that in good on the cultivator can easily pay 
it, and in bad years he can do so with a little difficulty. But it has been 
convincingly proved that the so-called light assessment has, in consequence of 
the present fall in prices, become so very heavy that in order to pay it the 
egriculturist has to seek the aid of the sowkdr. It is true that the income of the 
State must be pretty accurately ascertainable. Buta reduction inthe expenses 
of the State can well be made to the extent of the loss which would be inflicted 
on Government. 


The same of the 18th June concurs in the opinion passed by the Secretary 
of State for India on the report relating to the Police 
_ Is surprised how Govern- of the town of Bombay, that it was not as successful 
<a can say that the Police 44 it ought to have been in the detection of crimes 
of Bombay performed its hich Faas h Th Ck? 
work satisfactorily in 1878, Wich occurred during the year 1878. e Samdchdar 
when several crimes remained observes that the fact that out of four cases of murder, 
undetected. in one only the criminal was discovered and brought 
to punishment is highly to be regretted. Again, it 
makes one seriously anxious about the safety of the property of residents in the 
island, when only 42 per cent. of the number of robberies by house-breaking were 
traced. Notwithstanding all this, the Bombay Government records its opinion 
that all the police officers discharged their duties satisfactorily. This seems 
very strange indeed! Of late, policemen are better dressed than before, and 
they pay some attention to the improvement of police stations and to laying 
out gardens around those buildings. It will be worth enquiring whether in 
doing these things, they are withdrawn from their legitimate duties. 


The Jdme Jamsed (47) of the 16th June is glad that the trial and 
a conviction of the three incendiaries who set fire 
and for suspecting thatthe +2 the two buildings in Poona has removed the 
oona incendiaries were put Suspicion which was once entertained that they were 
up by the dacoits or their incited to commit the devilish act either by the 
srearplions to commit the dacoits or others with the object of annoying Govern- 
the Bonbon oe 'y ment. The finger of suspicion which was once falsel 
| pointed towards the Bréhmans and the Sérwajanik 
Sabha no longer points towards them now. The younger Rénade first stated 
that the agents of the chief of the dacoits had tempted him to commit the deed, 
but he ards withdrew this statement and deposed that the building: 
Were set fire to in order to conceal the defalcations in the accounts of the 


Branch Book Depét of which his father was the keeper. The Bombay Gazette 
oes not believe this confession, and is of opinion that the act of incendiarism 


the done with the intention of accomplishing some political object, and 


N€ persons who incited the incendiaries committed an act of sedition and a 


ought to be punished without delay. The Gasette also strongly suspects that the 
incendiaries were induced by their accomplices to give out the story about the 
defalcation. But there is no ground for this allegation. As mentioned by the 
Gazette itself, the three accused were kept under a strict surveillance, and no 
stranger was allowed to have accesstothem. They were.also kept separate 
from each other. And yet the three told the same story about the defalcations. 
It is, therefore, rather hard to believe that the were induced by their 
accomplices to conceal the truth. This could not have been done unless the 
police allowed an agent of the dacoits to hold communication with the accused— 


a supposition in itself highly improper and unfair. 


The Jéme Jamsed (47) of the 17th June observes that the Military 
expenditure of the Indian Empire can be curtailed 


Mentions ihe a oi. ok without inconvenience, and gives reasons in 
on Wodic 6 . . 

endure ae teats ade hd ts, A of this on It “ye that ages a“ 
solnoed. quiet reigns over the country. e native subjec 


and Princes fully appreciate the blessings of British 
rule. They know that their safety lies in its continuance. The Amir of Cabul 
has become an ally of the British Government, and there is no longer any cause 
for anxiety on the North-West Frontier. Besides, no one in India is so mad as 
even to dream of rising ‘sont the British power, and there is no fear whatever 
of a foreign foe. Again, England and India are connected by telegraph, and 
messages daily pass between the two countries. There is also a network of 
railroads all over India. The Native Princes have been forced to reduce their 
armies, and some of them offered them for employment in the late Afghan war. 
If a contingency should arise, which God forbid, numbers of troops could be 
brought from the Mediterranean within a fortnight. Under such circumstances, 
the number of troops in India can well be diminished, and no Military charges 
on account of her need be incurred in England. In conclusion, the Jéme Jamsed 
recommends the above considerations to the favorable notice of Parliament and 
the Committee appointed to suggest reductions in the Military charges. 


The Akhbdére Sowddgar (48) of the 16th June observes that the constitution 

of the new Bank of Bombay is such that if any of its 

i abies ae Directors wish to obtain a loan from the Bank, he 
to wet @ wovision entered % can do 8o without hindrance. Advantage has often 
the Bank's deed of agreement, been taken of this provision; but so long as the 
promninne _the Directors times were good there was no danger from it. But 
eo ate apeg a loan from since the present times are critical, a ch suitable 
to the altered state of things should be e. Three 

of the Directors of the Bank who obtained loans from it have become insolvent. 
Messrs. Maxwell, Laing and Keshowjee Naik all got loans for their respective 
firms from the Bank of Bombay, and they have all stopped payment. These 
incidents should warn the shareholders of the Bank against the recurrence of 


Similar cases in future; and they ought to adopt stringent measures for their 
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of the two Presidencies were superfluous, and that the salaries of the Gov 


prevention. Some people consider that there is no objection to alloy Directors 
of a Company to get loans from it, as they have a good deal of their own 
cg locked up in it in the form of shares. But this argument is not sound. 


en a Director obtains a loan on the shares he holds, the result is that he holds 


his office in virtue of the shares he has purchased with the Bank’s money. A 
Director is fit only for the full confidence of the shareholders when he holds 


bond fide shares and has not mortgaged them. (The Yajddn Parast (51) of the 
15th June expresses similar sentiments). 


The Rdst Goftér (49) of the 15th June, in alluding to the explanation given 

| by Press Commissioner that the question of the 

. Se lathe rednotion abolition of the Governorships of Madras and Bombay 
ore of Madras and Bombay, 


bie this question. The Rédst Goftdr discussed the subject as if it was broug 
orward by the press, and had shown that the offices of the Commanders-in-Ch 
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of Madras and Bombay might well be reduced to level of those drawn by 
Lieutenant-Governors. After bo a some observations from the Madras Mail 
to the effect that the salaries of the Governors and of their Councillors are larger 
than those received by Cabinet Ministers, the Rdést Goftdr remarks that if the 
offices of the two Commanders-in-Chief are abolished, an annual saving of about 
two laes of rupees would be effected ; and if the salaries of the two Governors are 
reduced to the level of those drawn by Lieutenant-Governors, there would be 
another saving of some seven lacs. But there ought to be no diminution of the i, 
authority at present enjoyed by the Governors; and the Lieutenant-Governors ee 
should be invested with the same powers. These Officers rule over large provinces, me 
and ought, therefore, to have a certain amount of independence. The above 
suggestion raises another question whether there is any need of a Governor 
General. It is true that there must be somebody at the head of the large Indian 
Empire. But there is the Secretary of the State for India, who rules the Empire 
in the name of the Home Government. He exercises direct authority over the 
Governors, who can communicate with him without the intervention of the 
Governor General. Since the laying down of the telegraph between England 
and India, this country is really ruled from England, and the Viceroy is reduced 
to the position of a creature uf the Secretary of State, whose orders he is bound 
to carry out. Besides, the Supreme Government has been gradually increasing 
the powers of the various local administrations. It is clear, therefore, that the 
Viceroyalty may well be abolished. If this is done, a few other offices connected - 
with it may be abolished as well, and in that case there would be the large 
annual saving of about fifteen lacs of rupees. 


The same states that for the last ten days retail sellers of salt in Bombay - 
eee f sell the article at 3} annas per pdaili, and hence * 
— peg 28 e9s gon mereas® people wonder whether Government has increased the 
, uty on it. If no such increase has been made, 
Government ought to take measures to prevent retail sellers from exacting so 
eit a price for an article which is as indispensable to the poor as it is to the 
rich. 


The same notices the statement which has appeared in some newspapers, 
Clin Ghee olin Gin that Mr. Moore, the Gollector of Poona, gave a 
version of a sentence in the Warning to the Editor of the Shiwdji (25) that he 
Shiwdji newspaper (25) of should be careful not to insert in his paper statements 
} gs ye i, sod ga similar to the one which appeared in the article, ZZ 
rie rage erroneous, one Leaded ‘‘The Financial Condition of India,” in its a 
might naturally infer that a issue of 2nd May last, The Editor thereupon ae 

) portion of the 150 protested against the warning by showing that the a 
ree extracts were simi- sentence objected to bore a different age to the a. 
of thi Getalaal wansiaHons one given to it officially. The Collector is said to have 
| admitted the mistake, and to have observed that the 


misconstruction was given by the Reporter on the Native Press, and that he would 


ask Government to direct that Officer to be very careful in future in summarizing Lis 
newspaper articles. The Rdst Goftdr thereupon observes that from the above 2A 
incident one might naturally infer that a large number of the 150 extracts ie 
culled from the native press of this country and alleged to be “ seditious,” and 
published last year in : : 


support of the new Press Act, were false or erroneous 
translations of the original. 


The Yajdén Parast (5 ay the 15th June, in alluding to the arrangement made 

y Goveynment for stopping at present the work of 
Bi By 9 Government realising the land assessment of the Indépur Taluka, a 
land revenue in the Indé = observes that this téluka is the most unfortunate in a 
Télnka, p™ the Poona District. Its people have been suffering 4% 
from famine for the last three years, and consequent \ (i 
some of them were unable to pay the land tax. Governmentattached theirlands = =~ 
and this increased the distress from which they were suffering. Ithas,however,  .§. » 
now stopped the work of collection, and has ordered that the lands shouldbe #8 | 
restored to their owners. This will undoubtedly give some consolation to the == 
ryots. But the wording of the order that the assessment is not to be collected oe 
until further orders, leads to the inference that Government intends to collect © i] 
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it next year. If this really be its intention, it may not be wrong to say that 
the ryots have been shown a favor which is not worth much. It is true that 
by stopping the collection for the present, the ryots will be encouraged to 
cultivate their lands. But they will have to incur debts to provide themselves 
with bullocks, ploughs and other appliances. If this year’s crop happens to be . 

lentiful, they will be able to pay off their debts; but there will remain very 
little indeed for their own maintenance. ‘T'o exact at that time the arrears of 
assessment would only make their condition worse. It behoves Government, 
therefore, to forego the arrears. 
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The A’rya Mitra (52) of the 15th June contains a leader headed “ Thoughts 
on the peace concluded with Afghanistan,” which 
Describes what India has, appears to be an extract from some other journal. 
in the RoR are ig The writer observes that in this war the English and 
St cbanislan eee wes the Indian administrators had undertaken a very 
| serious responsibility. India suffered greater losses 
than England. The former had to meet the cost of the expedition, and had 
also to sacrifice the lives of her soldiers. What did she get in return for this? 
Little indeed! She has gained a small portion of territory which did not belong 
to the Amir’s kingdom, and it would come into her ‘leo only when the 
Afridi and the Momand tribes are reduced to subjection. ‘Troops will have to 
be permanently posted in that mountainous territory, and India will have to 
bear the cost of maintaining them. A Resident accompanied by some troops 
will have to be stationed at the Ameer’s court, and the expense will have to be 
met from the Indian revenues. ‘She has obtained a right to build a fort on the 
mountainous country on the north-west corner of Afghanistan. If this is done, 
India will have to pay the cost. The fort at Herat was built at her expense 
which is now of no use whatever. ‘The Ameer is to receive from her an annual 
subsidy of six lacs of rupees. Thus the peace made with Afghanistan is 
disadvantageous to a poor country like India. It remains to be seen what 
measures are adopted to recoup the large expenditure caused by this war. 
For the present peace is to be hailed as it has stopped carnage and further 
expenditure of money. 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the 15th June observes that it heartily wishes that 
Government would adopt strong measures to put 

Requests Government to down the dacoits, and is glad that such of them as 
paescgo 9 ty a ve have been apprehended have been duly punished 
to the dacoities inthe Deccan, efter trial. The Mitra hopes, at the same time, that 

| Government will not fail to investigate the causes 
which have led to these disturbances, and, on their discovery, to adopt the 
necessary measures for their removal.. A few of the dacoits may or may not 
have low motives in the commission of the crime; but it is so ir true that a 
large number of their associates are poor and illiterate, and are moved by~a 
common motive, Some influential persons believe that the following causes 
have given rise to the prevailing disorders :—The tyranny of the earthen, Rives - 
the heaviness of the land assessment, and its uniform exaction in years of 
famine and plenty ; and, lastly, the new Forest Act which has become a source 
of annoyance to the ryots, and has left very little land for their cattle to 
graze upon, It behoves Government, therefore, to institute an enquiry, and 
ascertain if the above causes have really given rise to dacoities, st to adopt 
remedial measures accordingly. 

Tne same concurs i the view of oe London elas — recent 
Secs a bri liscussion in Parliament on Indian affairs is a 
India Ath cat mt Pa memorable event in the annals of India. The Mitra, 

Sesion Which recently took considers it as a forerunner of a bright future for this’ 
ee Parliament on Indian gountry. For years together India did not succeed 
in drawing England’s attention to her poverty, and 
her budget was delivered in Parliament to empty benches, and the complaints 
of her sons remained unattended to. Mr. Fawcett persistently advocated — er 
cause for a long time, but without result. For this the people of India were ‘| 
aa than ‘ful to him ; and the more so for his success in drawing the attention of © ~ 
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some Members of Parliament to their grievances. India is also thankful that 
so eminent a man as Mr. Gladstone has begun to advocate her cause. All this 
raises the hope that if she continues to show the same patience and to adopt 
the same channels for the ventilation of her grievances as she has hitherto done, 
her complaints will not in future go unheeded. (The Yajddn Pardst (51) of 
the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments). 


The Samsher Bahddur (55) of the 11th June, but received on the 15th, 


Observes that unless mea- 
gures are adopted to restore 
confidence between sowkars 
and ryots, all other measures 
for the improvement of the 
latter’s condition will fail. 


doubts of the success of village punchdyats, as 
recommended by Mr. Wedderburn. That gentleman 
suggests that well-to-do persons should be asked, and 
if they are unwilling, should be compelled to sit 
as punchdyats. But there are very few well-to-do 


persons in cities and towns, and few would be found 
in villages. To entrust the sacred work of dispensing justice in the hands of 
needy persons, raises a fear of its not being done satisfactorily. The Samsher 
does not mean to say that it is not right to have justice dispensed by 
private arbitration. It wishes that Government should, in addition to the 
punchd4yats, adopt such measures as would strengthen the confidence between 
sowkérs and ryots. Even if it be admitted that the former artfully plunder 
the latter, the best way of protecting the ryots from becoming victims to 
artifice is to educate them ; and when they have received sufficient education, 
they will be able to protect their own interests. The existing law gives 
their creditors an undue advantage over them; but this policy can never be 


beneficial. The Samsher then descants a good deal on the benefits derived 
by the ryots from the credit given to them by the sowk4rs on the occasion of 
the payment of the laud assessment, for purchasing seed and agricultural 
implements, for improving the soil, and on many other occasions. Unless defects 
in the law are removed so as to establish a firm confidence between sowkérs 
and ryots, free dealings between them will not take place, and all other 


measures are sure to fail to improve their condition. In its issue of the 
18th June, the Samsher, in writing upon the same subject, observes that the 
connection between the sowkdr and the ryot is of very old standing, and there 
must be some reason why it is now disadvantageous to the latter. That cause 
is the long continued famine which has made the ryots unable to pay the land 
assessment and their debts, and to reserve enough for their own maintenance. 
Her Most Gracious Majesty has expressed a desire to give help to this country 
from England’s treasury to a considerable extent. ‘If this act of kindness 
is taken advantage of, much of the distress will disappear. Under former and 
present indigenous governments, it has been usual not only to remit the land 
assessment during famine years, but also to give help in times of distress. 


The Kdside Mumbai (62) of the 20th June states that there is a Masjid at the 
back of Null Baézér in Bombay, known by the name 
of Maghdr Chhalé. It is an old Mosque, and the way 


R uate the C 1881 “1. ~s uldi 
4 t the Mos. tO it is from under a chawl or row of buildings 


of Police to visit the Mos- 
que called Maghar Chhala, 


situated behind theNull Bézér 
in Bombay, and liberate the 
four fakirs who have been 
confined there in consequence 
of a Khojé having shut up 
the way the building. 


situated on its east side. About four days ago a Khojé 
(probably the owner of the chawl) locked up the 
door of the way which gave access to the Mosque, and 
has prevented not only the faithful from going there 
for their prayers, but has prohibited the four fakirs 
who are living in that building from coming out. The 
latter are suffering in consequence of their imprison- 


ment. Some persons having connection with the Mosque complained to the 


Commissioner of Police 
crasred one of the Superintendents to enquire into the matter. 


against the conduct of the Khojé, and that Officer 
But the fakirs 


‘ave not been yet liberated from their confinement. It behoves the Commis: 
sioner, therefore, to pay a visit to the building and set them free at once. 


The Broach Samdchdr (66) of the 12th June heartily 


of Approves of the Resolution 
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| approves of the 
Resolution of the Government of India to effect redue- 


tions in the State expenditure. Like the Jdme Jamsed 


Governmentto reduce pub- (47) of the 4th June, whose remarks’ on the subject pe 
makes have been noticed more fully ina previous summary, =| 


the Cooper’s Hill College. Government is also advised to be careful not to stop 
public works whose execution affords employment to the poorer classes of the 
people. | | : 


Municipalities. 


The Jame Jamsed (47) of the 16th June also states that more suicides are 
now committed in the wells on the esplanade in 
Wishes that the Municipa- he than were committed formerly. ‘To diminish 


lity of Bombay or the Espla- this evil, Government has prohibited the indiscriminate 
nade Fee Fand Committee gale of arsenic, opium and other poisonous drugs. It 
should make covers to the 


lls on the Esplanade, would also not be wrong to expect the Municipality 
adopt other sabi 0 phovedit or the Esplanade Fee Fund Committee to:make covers 


suicides from happening. to the wells. Ifon sanitary grounds it be considered 

objectionable to make covers to them, some other 
means should be adopted to make it impossible for persons to throw themselves 
into them. 


The Yajddén Parast (51) of the 15th June congratulates the city of Bombay 

Congratulates Bombey on °2 the great success achieved in its Municipal 
the success of its Municipal ®@dministration for 1878. The report for that year 
administration for the year shows that there was a balance of about five lacs and 
1878. a half of rupees in the Municipal coffers—a state of 
things quite unprecedented in the Municipal annals. It speaks ve mghly of 
the good administration of the Town Council, and shows the successful working 
ofthe new Municipal machinery. The authorities who devised it, as well as the 


persons who have successfully worked it, deserve congratulations on this 
satisfactory result. 


The Loka Mitra (58) of the 15th June is glad that the administration 
report of the Bombay Municipality for the past year 
Hopes that the balance in shows that there was an increase of about one lac-and 
= Municipal treasury of fonr thousand over the estimated income, and that 
ombay will be devoted to 
diminish the burden of Muni. there was a decrease of about one lac and fourteen 
cipal taxation. thousand in the estimated expenditure. This 
gratification is marred to some extent when it is 
remembered that debt on account of the Toolsee lake is still unliquidated, and 
that more is to be soon incurred for the underground drainage project. The 
Munici gu! ought to take up the execution of such works only as the absence 
of whic inflict great injury on the city, and ought to give up its policy of 
undertaking huge works, simply because money can be found to defray their 
cost.. The income of the Corporation was raised to its present large figure in 
_ times when Bombay enjoyed prosperity. Even then the constituents raised 
complaints about the heaviness of the Municipal burden, and have not ceased 
to repeat them. Of late only these complaints are not to be heard; but it has 
occurred more on account of the disappointment felt by the constituents at 
the deaf ear turned to their grievances than to anything else. The state of 
Bombay is very bad, and it cannot be reasonably said that its Corporation 
should have the same income now as it earned in better times. The Mitra, 
therefore, hopes that the present balance will be devoted to the reduction of the 
burden of taxation, and to afford a little relief to the constituents, who will 
heartily thank the Corporation for its wise management. | 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, \ 


24th June 1879. 


BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PREIS. 
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NATIVE PAPERS 
For the Week ending 28th June 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA‘THI. 

The Indu Prak4sh 
Native Opinion .......-sseseeseeereeses 
Dny4n Prakdsh 
SUFYOUBYA ....ccsccccccscsvedccsceconens 
Bodha Sudh&kar ......ccsscceeeseees: 
Dnyfén Chakshu..........0.seeceseerees 
DrnyGnodaya ......cccccccerecseceeesers 
Poone Herald. ......csccsserceccosecse: 
Subodha Patrik& .........esseecesees 


> 


MARA‘THI. 

The Arunodaya,........c.cesere seeseesceres 
Belgaum SamfchAr .........s0+sesee 
Nyfya Sindhu ......esessseeseeeeeeens 
Shubha Suchak...............ceseeeees 
Seika csscs sare sapseonesooves 
Khéndesh Waibhaw ............++ 
Gatwa? Gadan sii cciscecissecdevceses. 
Satya Shodhak ... ......-csscsessecses 
Hindu Punch.........cosccsesceccecsess 
Dharwar Writta .......ssccccseseress 
Nagar Samfchér ...........sseeeee. 
Pandhari Writta 

u my Weiete 
Bio Bandbu eS 
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TRUE ccccscceusns 
RR en ss saiesives 


Bombay ........0e0s 


Ratnfgiri ......... 


Ahmednagar ...... 


EEBID © cocnvasnsens 
NAsik .ccccvsee cans. 
Kaladgi ............ 
Ratnégiri ......... 
Thénsa........0sccccess 
Dh&rwAr........000 


POM R bet sissieeuses 
Bombay. devessenneds 
Mudhol ............ 


Dhulia 
) inti csternsivns 


Shol&pur sseseeeee| 


Kolhapur eee GOGees 


Salgaon .....0..00-4} 
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Tri-weekly... 


ee Sie aye i 
pie ¥ snd 


ee 
ae ? 


Fd x ee 


As 
Seety _ 
‘ ‘ 
” 


~ 


-_e 


Place of publication. 


MARA’THI—continued. 
The Dny4n Bodhak .......06......scs00000: 
Nibandha M&I6..........00..60-s.e000 
MIS BOR hbo ciadinedcccdeecivess 
‘Wiwidha Dny&n Wistér ..:......... 
Satdharma Dipa .....ccsccsseevessees 
Satya Prakésh ....c0..ccccccsscseeee. 
ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 
TOG ULV ETOREBE ssccccccescsvccdecsesnes 
| IEE IEE 
GUJARATI. 
The Gujarét Mitra 20.2... csceeeeeeece. 
,, Bombay Samfchér........,.......c.00. 
Jame Jamsed ecesceveccceseueees 
Akhbére Sowddgar ............. 
AOU HORROR 555555033 Bods 
eg A er pe pene 
Tapes Pere cs 
ETO BED Sis easccbscccccescehes 
Lotte Mitre ...ccsccs..ccccss cece 
Doshi Mitra: .6..5.....cccceceesse 
Samsher BahAdur ...,.........,.. 
Ahmedabad Samachar .....,.... 
Kaira Wartaman ......,......... 
Broach Wartam4n ............. 
eg Tree Cro 
OR oissrsaiesscsisinreesenses 
Kaside Mumbai .,.......,...,.00060. 
Gujarét Samachar .................. 
NySya Praksh...++s.e.-reres-se0e0e: 
Broach iin eo 
Dnydn Wardhak ..,..,.00............ 
Swadesh Watsal veeeeensetteetten 
A'rya Dharma dausievl sapetesesees 
 Widys Mitra” foi ead Mopekee: 
Bwatemtrath ... voyesseseensees 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 23rd June gives the substance of the recent 
Financial Circular of the Government of India to the 
various local administrations, and observes that much 
of the present overgrown public expenditure has been 
unnecessarily incurred, and if Government had only directed its attention to its 
reduction, the necessity of diverting the ge of the license-tax to other 
than the purposes for which it was originally levied, would have been avoided. 
The state of the finances was a short time ago considered so unsatisfactory, 
that recourse was had to a loan without interest from England, and then the 
Government of India was obliged to think reiecten & of making retrenchments 
in the public establishments. At this juncture His Excellency the Viceroy 
thought it desirable to abolish a portion of the import duty on cotton goods, in 
opposition to the views of his responsible advisers—a measure, the propriety of 
wick is now being keenly discussed in Parliament. It is alleged on behalf of 
the Government of India that this step was taken in conformity to the principles 
of free trade, but the late Secretary of State admitted that the abolition of the 
duty in question was resolved upon in order to satisfy the demands of the 
merchants of Manchester, as appears from a recent letter of the correspondent 
of the Times of India. This proceeding was highly improper, and has perhaps 
led to the reduction of expenditure in the Public Works Department by which 
80 many poor and helpless people have been deprived of the means of earning 
their livelihood. We. are, however, extremely glad that our Government is 
applying assiduously to the task of making reductions in the other departments ; 


Makes remarks on Indian 
Finance. 


but at the same time we do earnestly hope that the blow may not fall on 


clerks and peons to the exclusion of establishments which have been found 
by experience to be useless. The financial prospects will not improve until 
vigorous measures are taken to sweep away highly paid appointments, and until 
Government is guided in its policy by the interests of India alone. The 
Government of India should first of all set apart the Famine Insurance Fund 
which has been misappropriated, and carry out all those measures of which it 
has given promises publicly. It will be then only that the condition of 
Indian finance will cease to be a source of anxiety to our administrators. 


The game, in a communicated article, says that the Relief Fund Committee in 
Bombay, of which the Honourable Mr. MorarjiGoculdés 

atiord take Baie, vor " the Secretary, cope ee? is sag ry of money 
people in the Indapur Téluka. for the purpose of affording relief to the famine-stricken 
: people in Inddpur, Supa, Temburni, Narsingpur and 

Sonari. The funds are now exhausted, and yet the number of persons suffering 
from distress has not sensibly decreased. Thoughtful men are in a terrible 
state of anxiety as to the future of these wretched people, and unless Govern- 
ment comes to their aid, the destruction of life will be great. It is, therefore, 


to be hoped that Government will give timely assistance to such as are helpless, 
and unable to work. | " 


_ The Native Opinion (2) of the 22nd June, in an article on the Present 
Condition of the Brdhman Population, observes that it 
gnaten Brahmanstodeyote seems to be the opinion of Government and the 
agriculture in odes ta lotus English public generally that the disturbances in the 
their position, Deccan and the conflagrations in Poona have been 
es Sage instigated by Bréhmans, What the real state of 
affairs is cannot at present be ascertained with certainty ; but we admit that 


there is some little foundation for the notion which appears to have taken 


possession of the mind of Government, although at the same time we are forced, 
to say that there is no reasonable ground for the suspicion. From the fact that 


Wasudew Balwant Fadke and the three incendiaries are Bréhmans, it is. hardly 
fair to charge the whole Brdéhman community with disloyalty, and to set about 
to find out their accomplices in the belief that this was the whole truth. The 
prreont proceedings will probably effect the ruin of many innocent individuals, 
4 t, therefore, behoyes our kind and just rulers to act with the greatest caution 
4nd circumspection in order to prevent injustice being done. J 
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‘ete advantage of the present prejudiced feeling of Europeans in order to 


compass their own ends. The relations of the governors and the governed 
are to be perpetnal, and their interests are identical. Hence, in concerting 
measures for the restoration of order, the exercise of calmness and forethought 
is much needed. Here the writer enters into a long discussion of the causes 
which have led to the degradation of Braéhmans from the high position which 
they occupied in past ages, and advises them to follow the example of Parsis. 
These industrious people came to India, and, instead of mixing themselves up 
in politics, devoted their entire energies to commercial and agricultural pursuits. 
They did not rely upon any external aid for their advancement, but depended 
solely upon their own exertions. By this wise policy they have raised 
themselves to a high position in public estimation, and wealthy and influential 

ersons like them are not to be found in other communities. The Brahmans 
should imitate this race. When Government and the Europeans once perceive 
that Brdhmans are industrious and occupy themselves with commercial and 
agricultural pursuits, they will ~~ to respect them, and the present unfavor- 
able opinion will pass away. In conclusion, the writer strongly advises 


influential Brahmans to set about to work the amelioration of the condition of 


their caste ple, and says that they should not offend Government by per- 
petually seeking for appointments. 


The same, in an article on Indian Finance, observes that although the 
revenue of India has been steadily increasing, yet the 

° expenditure has always exceeded the revenue, and 
recourse has been often had to new taxation, in order 

to establish a financial equilibrium. But the utmost limit’ of increasing the 
resources of the State was reached some time ago, and the necessity of reducing 
expenditure was felt by every one. But this course did not appear right to our 
ers until lately. en it was resolved to impose the license-tax, Sir John 
Strachey declared that the public expenditure could not be reduced, and 
challenged any one to point out where retrenchments could be made. When, 
however, the question of the cost of the Afghan war came to be subsequently 
discussed, the Secretary of State stated in Parliament that the finances of India 
were in a satisfactory condition, and that the expenses of the war would be met 
from surplus reveriue. We were then omituead that the financial position was 
unsound in the extreme, and our opinion was borne out by the fact that the 
pices of the license-tax were swept into the general treasury, and that the 
ndian Government was obliged to negotiate for a loan of two millions from 
England. The Sultan of Turkey contracts new debt annually in order to meet 
the interest on past loans, and this state of things is often a subject of derision 
with the English public ; but the financial condition of India is not a whit better. 
This being the case, it is truly astonishing that the pious Lord Cranbrook should 
deliberately declare in the Parliament of civilized, just and law abiding England, 
that the expensea. of the Afghan expedition could be met from the Indian 
revenues ! In conclusion, the writer asserts that when Government wanted to 
form an insurance fund to meet the cost of future famines, it declared that the 
public expenditure could not be reduced, and the imposition of the license-tax 
was accordingly determined upon. When, however, the question of the abolition 
of the import duty and of the cost of the Afghan war came on for discussion, our 
Government changed and said that the public charges could be reduced. We 
are glad that Government has at last come to see that taxation cannot be further 


increased. 
With reference to the letters which recently appeared in the Arunodaya 


Wiiee that Gan cloak 3 and Dnydn Prakdsh about the transfer of a certain 
office of the as R Fog clerk in the office of the Deputy Educational Ins 


Makes remarks on 
Finances of India. 


tional Inspector of the Théna 01 the Thd4na Sub-Division tothe Head Mastership of a 


Girl School, a correspondent of the same (Native 
Opinion) observes that he was most inefficient, and 
that this was also the opinion of the Educational 
I rof the Division. On one occasion in the case 


ae - of the Master of the Umbe 
of this clerk came out in an unfavorable 


Inspector Réo Séheb Abajee Wishnu 


athavte had. 
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t delay occurs in distributing the salaries of the Masters of Vernacular 
Schools but what is Mr. Sabhajiraw to do with such an incompetent and 
dilatory man? If it were not for the particular care which the Deputy Educa- 
soent mange takes in promptly attending to his work, the payments would 
not be made so early as they nc are ; and besides, the school-masters would 
be sufferers in a variety of ways. How is it that the Arunodaya and the Dnydn 
Prakdsh are indifferent to the sufferings of so many human beings? In con- 
clusion, the writer says that the publication of incomplete and inaccurate 
statements is calculated to lower newspapers in public estimation, and it would 
be well if they abstained from admitting them into their columns. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 23rd June says that the house of one 

| Rambhau Natu in Sadashiva Peit in Poona was 

Says that the greatest searched on Wednesday last by the police on account 
caution and ee ee, of some supposed complicity of his son with the 
aesaon gtk om notorious Wasudew Balwant Fadke. It is reported 
ag , that nothing important was discovered except a letter 
which was found in a bundle of papers in a dilapidated building behind the 
house in question. The contents of this document have not been made public, 
but this much is known that nothing has been established to show that any of the 
inmates of this house have dealings with the leader of the dacoits. In com- 
menting upon these circumstances, the Dnydn Prakdsh observes that it is quite 
right of the police to search houses in case of uny reasonable ground of suspi- 
cion; but if policemen enter ary building without an adequate cause, and 
nothing of consequence transpires, the owners are iy to unnecessary annoyance, 
and besides, they lose their reputation in public estimation. The greatest 


caution and circumspection should, therefore, be exercised before granting search- 
warrants. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 23rd June, in -an article on the Indian People, 
describes the various evils from which they suffered 
Requests Government to under former governments, and the blessings which 


pursue the policy which was ° 7 aia 
sdestik Malan te asses they enjoy under the British rule, and says that if it 


period of British administra. Were not for poverty which seems to have taken 
tion. ac sera of the masses, the natives would be the 
appiest people under the sun. The British Govern- 

ment, however, do not deserve any blame for the pauperism which prevails here, 
as wealth and poverty are the gifts of Providence. Here the writer quotes from 
the writings of Mrs. Burton, in which that lady states as her opinion that during 
her travels in India, she found that the subjects of the Nizam were altogether 
better off than those of the British Government. All the highest posts of 
authority in English territory are held by Englishmen, while those in the 
Nizam’s dominions are held by natives of the country. Again, one Fardunji 
dJamsetji, who appears to hold a responsible position in the Nizam’s territory, 
asserts that the Nizam’s subjects are upon the whole happy. They do not suffer 
either from the tyranny of the sowkdrs or excessive taxation ; besides, the 
uantity of land under cultivation is gradually increasing. As a contrast to 
this state of things, the writer describes the condition of the people in the 
Ahmednagar Collectorate which is adjoining the territory of the Nizam, and 
says that the ryots are in the lowest state of poverty, and that they have neither 
houses nor animals of their own. In conclusion, the writer seems to suggest 
that our present administrators should adopt the policy which was pursued by 
their predecessors in the earlier days of the British administration. 


The Shiwdji (25) of _ sag Z une, but niet - the ‘ont ot article on 

. | . Indian Finance, says that thoughtful politicians will 
tion ak Miho duty = Bscasa not approve of the wtiii of the iaaeoy with respect 
gods imported into India, tothe abolition of the duty on cotton goods imported 

“at ays that it should into India, particularly when that measure was dis- 

ihe aor eee to recoup approved of by the majority of his responsible 

caused by its abolition. \dvisers. The loss which has been thus caused to 

Ae the revenue will be considerable, and will have to be 

— up in some me or other.. Our administrators are glad that ‘no new tax . 

i have to be levied in order to recoup that portion of the revenue which has 


been surrendered, and we shall be glad indeed if this really comes to pass. But 
the manner in which the people are being assessed to the license-tax shows 
how far this ex tion is likely to be realized. It is true that no new tax 
has been imposed, nor has any alteration been made in the License-tax Act; but 
our authorities know very well how to increase the yield of the tax without 
making any change in the law. Many persons are being assessed at two or 
three times the amount which they had to pay lust year, and this mode of 
increasing the resources of the State is equivalent to the imposition of additional 
taxation. It does not become the rulers of two hundred and forty millions of 
human beings to do all this for the sake of pleasing the wealthy merchants of 
Manchester. Again, there is no ground for considering that this duty is opposed 
to the principles of free trade. Mr. Gladstone, the great enunciator of the 
principles of free trade, openly stated his conviction in Parliament that this 
duty was by no means inimical to the free interchange of commodities between 
England and India. In whatever light this question is looked at, one thing is 
quite clear that the step has been taken in utter disregard of the true interests 
of the Indian Government. The only way by which Government could get out 
of the difficulty into which it has recklessly fallen, is by re-imposing the duty 
which has been done away with. 


The Gujardét Mitra (45) of the 22nd June states that the old Civil Procedure 
Code required that translations of judgments delivered 
Recommends that transla- jin English should form part of the record of each 
x of judgments in Eng- case, In the new Code there is unfortunately no 
ish in civil cases should be : 
furnished to the parties con. Provision to the same effect, and the result is that 
cerned. suitors are often put to serious inconvenience by this 
omission. To avoid this, it would be better to revert 
to the old practice. There can be no legal objection to this course, as the new 
Code does not prohibit translations of English judgments being furnished 
to the parties concerned. The Mitra hopes that Mr. Birdwood, the District 
Judge of Surat, will adopt the above suggestion. 


The same recommends certain Police Inspectors in Gujarat for sumer ment 


in the Deccan for the purpose of putting down the 

ec cse ong oferd fe — and a cae a agreed oath see 

shar geen ‘Tr. to act,upon this suggestion. r. Dhunjisha Dadabhdai 

ET waht iets S tiaisebor of Police on the B. B. and C. I. 

Railway, and is said to be an efficient detective. 

Mr, Motilal, the Police Inspector of the town of Surat, will also do well for the 

work, Government is aware of the services which he rendered in connection 

with the cases which arose out of the late Surat riot. He did such services as 

Mr. Hirjibh4i could not perform, and may, therefore, be considered competent 
for employment in the Deccan. 


The same is much concerned to find that with few exceptions the officers 
Oe eee MOAB as of Government do not read the local vernacular 
Police Officer, Magistrate sy newspapers, and consequently any information 
Sessions Judge should be ®@ppertaining to their offices which appears in them, 
supplied with local vernacular and which they ought to know, reaches them very late 
rats oe Sag order that he through the Weekly Reports on the Native Press. 
reported inthem. ° _—«s These reports are sent to the principal officers of the 
administration only, and to them even, matters which 
Tequire immediate attention, reach after a fortnight. If Government had 
insisted that Magistrates and Police Officers should read the papers printed 
and published within their respective districts, dacoities in the Deccan and piracies 
inthe Surat District, would not have assumed such a grave form. If Mr. - 
Motilal were in the habit of reading the papers printed in Surat, he would take 
immediate measures for enquiring into the crimes about which information was | 
ven in them. During the last two or three months, two or three papers of 
‘ioe town recommenda enquiry into certain crimes, but nothing is known of 
is having enquired into them. One of the Surat papers often published 
obscene matter ; but it is not. known whether any Police Officer or Magistrate 
;:. “HY notice of it. Again, the same accused a woman of commit- 
ang several murders; but nothing was heard of an enquiry having been made 
eee ys this serious charge. Government.should supply local papers to at least §== = = § © 
». 38 P 28-6 [oon 156] a 
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every Police, Officer, — and Sessions J se of a District, and should 
insist upon their reading them. It is the absence of this practice which has led 

to the increase of crime ; and if it is once introduced, crimes will soon receive 
due attention from the authorities, and their number will diminish. 


The same is glad that Parliament, which did not formerly pay much 
attention to Indian affairs, has of late commenced to 
Requests Government to give its serious attention tothem. The Mitra pictures 


make <7 erhineriggeg od a bright future for India from this awakening of ie 
sasives of Ente. interest in England about India. In alluding to me 


the motion made in Parliament by Mr. Gladstone on 
the 12th instant, and the reply given to it by the Under Secretary of State, the 
Mitra observes that while Mr. Gladstone wished that the expenses of the Indian 
administration should be curtailed by four krores of rupees, Mr. Stanhope said 
that arrangements were being made for reducing them by two krores only, as 
the same would leave a sufficient balance in the treasury. The revenues of the 
Indian Empire amounted twenty years ago to thifty krores of rupees, and 
they are now double that amount. The people cannot well bear the burden 
of taxation which is represented by this enormous sum—particularly when 
every kind of trade is depressed. A large reduction than that proposed by 
Mr. Gladstone should be made. If the expenditure of the State is reduced even 
by four krores, the license-tax can be done away with, and its abolition will give 
some relief. If natives are freely employed on small salaries in posts now held 
by Europeans, there will be a saving of ten krores, and it will enable Govern- 
ment to abolish several disagreeable taxes. After repeating the assertion 
reas! made by the native press, that the people of this country are 
thoroughly loyal to Government, the Mitra observes that notwithstanding this, 
dacoities and disaffection have increased of late. The reason is, that trade and 
commerce are much depressed, and a multiplicity of taxes, laws, and a strange 
administrative policy have produced disaffection among the people, who wish 
only for an improvement in the administration somewhat to the following 
effect:—They desire that the license-tax and the duty on salt should be 
abolished, and the import duty on cotton goods should be revived ; that practical e 
education should be given to natives; that a reduction in the administrative a 
expenditure should be effected by employing natives more largely than > 
has hitherto been the case; that no distinction whatever should be made <a 
between Europeans and natives; and that other measures beneficial to India 
should be introduced. In conclusion, the Mitra prays the Almighty to induce 
the rulers to make these popular concessions, 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 23rd June, in alluding to the discussions. aS 
which have taken place of late in both Houses of a 
p Is glad that discussions in Parliament with respect to the abolition of a portion — 
oe have taken place, of the import duty on cotton goods, observes that a es 
g the abolition of : : : bees. 
the import duty on cotton Short time ago the approval expressed by Parliament 
goods. of the abolition of the duty highly disappointed the ae 
people of India, and lessened the confidence they felt ay 
in the Parliament of England exercising a wholesome check on the Indian er 
administration. Parliament had, by its action in the matter of the daty, for 
the first time swerved from its sacred duty towards India, which it had long 
satisfactorily performed ; and, hence, it was no wonder that this divergence gave 
tise tO serious misgivings in the minds of the Indian subjects of the British Se 
Crown. It is, however, very gratifying that the re-opening of the question of Oe 
the import duty in both Houses of Fistecins has confirmed full confidence in a 
the wisdom of Parliament. The conduct of the Indian authorities in this matter a 
Was objectionable in two ways, The duty was abolished ata time when famine ae 
prevailed in the country, when the burden of the cost of the Afghan war was . 
thrown on the shoulders of India, and when.she was suffering from an annual = | 
oss of four krores of rupees on account of exchange. Again, the abolition was = 
ected by the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India against the opinion ae 
of their respective Councils—a serious departure from an important canon of the. 
of Fe administration. This conduct displeased the people of India as well as 
‘OF England, and the latter have now severely censured the authorities for the == = | 
eo seyame After briefly alluding to the discussions in both Houses of Parliament, = 
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and the remarks of the London Times on the subject, the Samdchdr observes that 
among the Members of the House of Lords, who condemned the abolition of the 
duty, were Lords Northbrook and Lawrence. These noblemen had formerly 
held the high office of Governor General, and this fact gave overwhelming 
weight to their opinion. Though the movement in- Parliament took place 
after action was taken on the subject of the cotton duties, it will not remain 
without producing good results. It has already conveyed an assurance to the 

eople of India that Parliament is not inattentive to the maladministration of 
jude, and that it will make the Indian authorities careful as to how they 
dispose ofthe application which will be made hereafter to abolish the remaining 
import duty on cotton goods. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Khergaum near Bulsdér, under. a3 
date the 20th June, states that a party of famine- ce 

Requests Government to stricken people. of Kathidwdr has arrived at that we: 
make some pone oe > place. They beg very hard for food, and young e 
reat bel gy oot children roam about the streets asking for alms, * oa 
ka Their condition is really pitiable, and Government a 
ought to make some provision for them. oe 
The same of the 25th June, in a long leader, discusses the measures which s 
should be taken to tide over the present financial — Me 

Observes that unless Gov- difficulties, and to bring the Indian finances into a a? 
ernment te ite a satisfactory condition. After expressing satisfaction a 
ree ish reat omanegges ~ ge that this important subject is receiving careful con- aes 
be in a satisfactory condition. sideration from Government, the Samdchdr observes a4 
that the public expenditure has so enormously in- a 

creased of late, that to make it up, the people have been taxed more than they Se 
can properly bear. ‘Three events have contributed to bring about this result, ie 
namely, the Afghan war, unfavorable exchange, and famine. It might ‘a 
be said that the Afghan war is'now over, and, consequently, there will be no ng 
more charges on account of it. But this fact is hardly relevant, so long as the ae 
policy of throwing on India the expenses of a war which has arisen out of “* 
circumstances with which she has little or no concern, is followed. For, one : 


does not know when similar circumstances might again arise, and when she 

would be called upon to bear the cost of another war. Fear is entertained of 
a war breaking out between England and Egypt; and if this comes to pass, 
it is very probable that its expense will be thrown on India. Henee, it is 
absolutely necessary to provide funds against contingencies of this kind. With 
respect to exchange, no steps have been taken to avert the ruin which it is 
causing. Again, it appears from news recently published that even if silver 
currency is re-introduced into eteagge the loss borne by this country will not 
be appreciably diminished. Besides, famine is raging in the land, and no one 
knows when it will cease its visitation. ‘These three items of expenditure must, Pe 
therefore, somehow be provided for; and yet a reduction of seven krores of ie 
rupees will have to be made in the current expenditure of the Empire, in order 
to bring the finances into a satisfactory condition. 
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The same of the 26th June does not understand why Government has > 
issued an order, almost amounting to a prohibition, 
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Disapproves of the order rage ry By 
issued by Government on the that the Municipal Commissioner of Bombay should not ya 


subject of giving public en. permit any entertainments to be held in the Victoria a 
tertainments in the Victoria Garden without obtaining the ean sanction of = § §44 
pace the previous Goyernment. Innocent fétes and pastimeshave been = 
his ea hitherto held in the garden, and it is notknown |; 

_ that at any of them, the laws of good society or of the State were broken. The = 
large number of persons who attend on these oecasions proves that they are i; 
much liked by the citizens of Bombay. There is, therefore, no need of pro- = = = = 
hibiting the performances; and the Town Council has done well in resolving to = © = 
decide the question of Government interference at its next sitting. tt it \\-a 


- | 
] 2% e | wi ° ; | ' . mt . 
18 held thatthe garden is to be kept open only for seeing plants and animale 
‘ We *, e °. a . . Ot , 
kept in it, it isnot worth the trouble of a visit Lo a 
ss AM P28—6 [cow 156] : ols ae 
AN P28—6 [con ] ‘a 


vr 
* 


ik 


The same of the 28th June observes that the merchants of England 


WEG yt ; pos arrived = the 2 ges wel the high rate of 
hante has XChange is the principal cause of the great depression 
peor gs = of trade between that country and India. It is true 
England and India, and that the people of India are extremely poor, but poverty 
requests the authorities to glone will not have any influence on the commerce of 
adopt measures to remedy Trdiq with England; while exchange unfavorable 
rot eg to this country will affect her external trade. Many 
articles imported from England have become necessaries to the people here, 
who are willing to buy them -in spite of their own straitened circumstances. 
But they cannot do so on account of high price caused by the high rate of 
exchange. This state of things has inflicted a loss not only on the merchants 
who export produce to England, but also on those who import. Notwithstanding 
these circumstances, the Home authorities have resolved to do nothing in this 
matter. Unfavorable exchange causes enormous losses to (Jovernment, which 
it intends to meet by making a corresponding reduction in the current expen- 
diture; and it remains to be seen how far it succeeds in accomplishing this 
task. Butin the measures which have been taken, the bad effect produced 
on trade would seem to be ignored. It behoves the authorities here and in 
England to pay their serious attention to the improvement of exchange. 


The Jdme Jamsed (47) of the 24th June states that a Christian convert is 
seen every evening preaching at the foot of the big 
Observes that Christians fountain in front of the Money School in Bombay. 


“sy asecd’e yada not. Opposite to him at some distance stands a Mahomedan 


the Money School. . reaching Mahomedanism to those who gather around 
im. ‘There has arisen an emulation between these 
preachers. The Mahomedan does not seem to preach with the intention of 
converting any body to his religion, and harangues with the object of warnin 
eople from being beguiled by the artifices of the Christian preacher, and in 
Ril this he does not observe the salutary rule of abstaining from slandering 
another person’s religion. It ‘will not be surprising if a serious quarrel 
arises some day between the two men. A policeman stands near the Christian 
preacher to protect him. Government should not allow this, and should not 
give encouragement to street preaching. 


The same of the 26th June approves of the decision of Government, ordering 

the Municipal Commissioner of Bombay not to give 

Approves of the decision permission to hold a féte, or any other entertainment 
of Government, that the inthe Victoria Garden without obtaining the previous 


Municipal Commissioner of 4: | 3 
Bombay should not give, the sanction of Government. After stating that the 


Victoria Garden for holding Bombay Volunteers only hold fétes in that garden, 
fétes in it without the per-’ and that natives have ceased to join in them as they 


mission of Government. § are not treated with sufficient courtesy and respect, 

. the Jame Jamsed observes that Government has done 
well in prohibiting the holding of fétes in that public place. The Munici- 
pality ought to consider that in earning one hundred rupees for a night’s rent, 
the valuable plants of the garden a in danger of receiving serious injury. 
Again, the Zoological Garden in Calcutta is not given for such purposes ; and 
there is no reason why the Victoria Garden should be given, particularly when 
there are numerous buildings in the town in which fétes and parties may be 


conveniently held. (The Akhbére Sowddgar (48) of the same date also expresses 


approval of the decision of Government.) 


The Yajdén Parast (51) of the 22nd J une observes that the report of the 


_ _.. Police of Bombay for the year 1878, shows that it did 
pie cadet a tg not perform its duties satistactoril y- In that year 
work satisfactorily in 187g, four murders occurred; and out of them the police 
th succeeded in finding out one only. In another case 
| =. accused was ee as the crime was not proved against him. There were 
“© cases of robbery by house-breaking ; and out of these 21 only were detected. 
a of the total number of robberies 42 per cent. were not detected. Mére- 

ver, the police was not so successful as it was in the previous year in 


"8 Out stolen property. The Secretary of State has justly expressed his 
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- satisfaction at the work done by the police in that year. (The Loka Mitra a 
(538) of the same date makes similar observations). : 


The same contains a communication dated Quetta 4th June, the e oa 
Fe writer of which complains that the Native Ins- — ea 
- Complains that the rations pectors who have gone there with the transport > om 


iven to Parsi Inspectors who 
ai gone to Quetta with 
the transport train from 


Bombay, are insufficient to Native 


feed them properly. 


of their own pockets to feed themselves properly. 
complaint, observes that though European and Native Inspectors perform the 
same sort of work, the former are given better rations than the latter. This is 
not a just distinction to observe between two sets of servants who do the same 
work but belong to different nationalities. 
Inspectors are Pérsis, whose food almost consists of the same articles as are 
consumed by Europeans, and yet they are given rations which are insufficient 


He 


A large number of the Native 


train from Bombay receive very wretched rations. Be 
gives a list of the rations given to European and 
Inspectors; and observes that the latter are b 
badly treated, and are required to spend money out Ci 

The Parast, in noticing this , 
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to feed them properly. a 
The Loka Mitra (53) of the 22nd June, in alluding to the discussion which Me. 
Sane took place in the House of Lords on the 17th instant Be 

is thankful to Roamer on Indian subjects, observes that this fact shows that 43 
rea e908 “fain. not only Members of Parliament but distinguished s 
oliticians of the former Ministry take note of the ae 

grievances of India and a aeaks her cause ; and this indicates a bright future a 
for her. ‘There cannot be better signs of the coming good than that distin- re 
guished and impartial Members of Parliament should show that the defence set . 
forth by the Secretary of State for India in regard to the abolition of the import ie 
duty on cotton goods was unsatisfactory, . By this proceeding, Parliament has oe 
laid the Indian people under deep obligations. It would be well if that august eb 
tribunal were to continue to bestow the same attention on Indian affairs as it 
has done of late, and to bring thereby the Indian authorities and the Secretary ee 
of State under its control. (The Yajddn Parast (51) of the same date expresses ae 
somewhat similar sentiments). as 
The same, in alluding to the warning given by Mr. Moore, the Collector ae 
ere of Poona, to the Editor of the Shiwdji (25) newspaper Boe 

n noticing the case of the ‘ ; ee. 
Shiwéji (25) newspaper of of that station, observes that though this warning is ae 
Poona, observes that the to be regretted, it has brought forth important in- ae 
translations of newspaper formation with regard to the translations of newspaper <a 
0 enn rm articles made for Government. After mentioning the a7 


yy 


ah BAe anal ; 


interpretation given to the passage objected to by the — 


__ before an intimation is received from him. The Mitrah 


opes that Government \ si 


Reporter on the Native’ Press, and that which it really bore as explained by a 
the Editor of the Shiwdyi, the Mitra observes that it is gratifying to find that ee 
_ the Collector had the passage translated by his Head Clerk ; and that on findin g ee 
the Editor’s explanation satisfactory, informed him that he would write to og 
Government to get newspaper articles more carefully translated. If the official oS 
translations are done in the same slovenly manner as was recently shown in Re 
the case of the Shiwdji, great injustice would be done to newspapers. Govern- a 
ment will be misled, an a feeling of distrust will unnecessarily arise between | ~ 
the governors and the governed. The vernacular papers often write for the ae 
information of Government, and point out its mistakes with the abject tbat the 23 
subjects may be benefited therefrom ; and, hence, their writings, though wholly ace 
loyal, appear on a superficial view to be otherwise. It is necessar y, therefore, ol 
that great care should be taken in translating such matter. Formerly, com- (2 a 
laints were made that many important articles were left out. That complaint ~ (ar 
a8 now ceased, and another is heard at times, that the translations are defective. .  ~, = 

(The Ddndio (67) of the 22nd June expresses somewhat similar sentiments in) | a 

its usual jocular style). (The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the same date, in writing = = 8 8 
upon the same subject, suggests that no action should be taken against a news- ae 
paper on the representation of the Reporter on the Native Press, before an 
obtaining an oe from the Editor of the newspaper; and that ifthetwo = or 
disagree, a third person should be asked to decide on the disugreement; orif = = = & 
the Press Commissioner looks to such matters, no action ought to be taken. — 
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of the 26th June makes observations somewhat similar to those made above by 
the Loka Mitra, and prays Government to furnish Editors of newspapers wit 
copies of the Weekly Summaries). 


The same observes, in another article, that the defective translation of a 
passage in the Shiwdji (25) has given to that passage 

Requests Government to a meaning whieh it really did not bear; and if a 
furnish ering vA Sapieygeel mistake was committed in translating such serious 
Weekly Taeces on thie Native matter, it is not difficult to conceive that mistakes 
Press. must have been committed by the Reporter in trans- 
lating common articles ; and if it be so, it does great 

injustice to the vernaculur press. T’o remove all chances of such an occurrence 
in future, the translations of the articles in the vernacular papers may be 
furnished to those papers. When this is done, the Editor of each paper will 
have an opportunity of seeing whether the translations of the articles from his 
paper are defective, and this would lead to the rectification of errors. This 
will be beneficial both to the newspapers and the Government, inasmuch as 
the former will be saved from misrepresentation, and the latter will get correct 
translations. It will also make the Reporter careful in the discharge of his 
duty. This is not the first demand which has been made for copies of the 
official translations. It has been made from a long time since, but it is to be 
regretted that Government has oy no attention toit. There seems no good 
reason for not complying with this request of the press. It is said that if the 
translations were furnished to Editors, they would often raise discussions about 
immaterial points and would annoy the Reporter unnecessarily. The Mitra does 
not believe that such will really be the case ; and observes that the Reporter 
can be saved from annoyance if only real and important objections to the 
translations are noticed, and others are overlooked. If Government has scruples 
to furnish translations to Native Editors on account of the cost of printing, 
the copies may be offered for sale, and they will be willingly purchased. In 
conclusion, the Mitra hopes Government will adopt the suggestion made above. 


The Broach Samachdr (66) of the 26th June states that a person was 


assing the other day over the ground in the tank at 
Requests Government to Broach known by the name of the Ratan Taldv, when 
ly cage pe the alligator in it suddenly came out to attack the man. 
ae ag hane ae But the people warned him of the approaching danger 
and saved his life. The Samdchkaér has frequently 

complained about the danger experienced from alligators, and wonders how 
Government and the Municipality has not taken measures to destroy this 


dangerous creature. 
Municipalities. 


The Jdme Jamsed (47) of the 23rd June, in reviewing the report of the 
ieee i ad Bombay Municipality for the year 1878, expresses 
faction with the wininete. complete satisfaction with the administration, and 
tion of the Bombay Munici. thanks Mr. Grant, the Municipal Commissioner, for 
palty for 1878, and suggests his wise and discreet management. In one place the 
.s vy ar paving of the Jijme Jamsed observes that according to Mr. Grant the 
Sieh ee ner plan of paving the side-paths with stones has proved 
successful, and has afforded general satisfaction. But there are as yet many 
quarters of the town, the side-paths of which are totally unfit for walking, 
and ought to be paved at once in the same manner as the side-walks in Church 
Gate Street and ampart Row have been paved. 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (8) of the 28th June states that the expense of 
. 12,000 incurred by the Municipality of Bombay 


Observes that the Munici- in making alterations to the buildi hich the 
| ing in which the 
Re 12000 nz hee wasted Municipal Fort market is located, is not only a. sheer 


Venient alterations to the Waste of money, but has actually created incon- 
Fort market, venience to dealers as well as purchasers. After 
alluding to the dispute which was going on between the 


will adopt either of these two recommendations). (The Broach Samdchér (66) 
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Municipality and a certain house-owner in the neighbourhood of the market 
about a strip of land, and to the success of the latter in getting it back, the 
Sowddgar observes that the market has been enlarged on a plan quite 
different from that of the old building, and inconveniences have been created 
to the dealers who sit in it, From side-ways sun and rain enter the building, 
and the sheeting on the top makes the place too hot to sit with ease. The 
ventilation of the place is also defective, and proper arrangements are not 
made for the protection of goods exposed for sale. A large portion of the 
residents of the Fort make purchases in the Crawford Market, and there 
was no need to make additions to the Fort market. The dealers have, 
it is said, represented their grievances to the Municipal Commissioner, and have 
requested him to make due alterations in the building. The money wasted on 
the building should. be recovered from the person by whose advice the additions 
have been made, and the building should be altered to suit the convenience of 
the dealers. 


The Rdst Goftar (49) i = aeay"h ~ alludes to the discussion which 

took place at the last meeting of the Town Council of 
a 7 = 5 aa Benker concerning Mr. Sustiate, the Assessor to 
Municipality, holding the the Municipality, being a Directorofthe Manockji Petit 
office of a Director of the Mill. After pointing out the impropriety of allowing 
Manockji Petit Mill. the Assessor to become a Director of a mill, which he 
has to assess in the discharge of his official duties, and after referring to the fact 
that the Town Council decided in 1875 that Mr. Hutchinson should not hold a 
Director’s office, and to subsequent events, observes that the last meeting of the 
Council left the settlement of this matter to the discretion of the Municipal 
Commissioner. That Officer has decided that he had no objection to a Municipal 
subordinate employing his leisure in doing other than Municipal work. The 
Rést Goftér totally disapproves of this decision, and hopes that Mr. Nowroji 
Fardunji will not allow this important question to die out. 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the 22nd J une also disapproves of Mr. Hutchinson 

being a Director of a Spinning Mill. It observes that 

Disapproves of Mr. Hut-- Mr. Hutchinson is the Assessor and Collector to the 

esa ee ‘ 5 Be Municipality. A similar question had formerly arisen 

on with & coinie in his case, and it was then decided by the Munici- 
connection with a spinning A . ‘ ° 

mill. pality that while serving the Corporation, he should 


not hold another post. It is very strange, therefore, 
that he should still hold a post ina spinning mill. Mr. Nowroji Fardunji has 


rightly brought the question before the Town Council. But it is to be regretted 
that the Council did not arrive at a decision on this question at its last sitting. 
In defence of Mr. Hutchinson it is said that the mill is under liquidation, and 
that Mr. Pedder, the late Municipal Commissioner, permitted him to continue 
his connection with it until the liquidation was over. The present Municipal 
Commissioner does not wish to interfere in a matter which his predecessor in 
office has thus settled. But a subordinate of the Corporation ought by no 
means to be permitted to hold another office, particularly when the Town Coun- 
cil has already decided, and the Municipal Commissioner has informed the 
subordinates accordingly. If Mr. Hutchinson is allowed to continue his connec- 


tion with the mill, it might become a bad precedent to the other subordinates of 
the Corporation. 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 26th June contains a communi- 
cation, the writer of which complains that the Golds 

Aguituests | the Political and the Néykds who form company of the Jam of 
upon the Jam of sah eae Navénagar frequently thwart Mr. Khiarkar, the 
iiss the Gols and Néyk4s Diwan, in the management of the State. The Diwan 

of his Court. _ deserves praise for having proved charges of deception 
fin and plunder against several persons. He had them 
7 ed and made them disgorge some of the plunder. He heard recently 
j at the late Kérbhéri Bhagwdnji had misappropriated some ornaments of the 
am’s Réni, named Bé of Wadhwén. An enquiry was instituted into this 
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matter, but Khawds Réghaw induced the Jém to issue orders to the Diwdn 
to give up the enquiry. The Ndéykés or concubines of the Jim also exercise 
' great influence over him. Mr. Khérkar is obliged to give them whatever 
they ask and keep them _— in order to avoid his being turned out of 
office. The Golds and the Néykas are thus a t nuisance at the Jém’s Court, 


and the Diwdn is quite powerless before them. Unless the Political Agent 
induces the Jém to dismiss these mischievous persons from his presence, the 
' future of Navdnagar threatens to be dark. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


ew Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 


st July 1879, 
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NATIVE PAPERS 


For the Week ending 5th July 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
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Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publieation. 


Edition. 
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ee | _” ‘Names of Newspapers. Place of publication.'} Edition. | of copies : 


> Sein ee Psi se ae" —— issued.” 
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ic u notices have sr aed under different heada hid are printed in italics. 
wspapers are printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper in the lint at the 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 8rd July gives the substance of the speech 
of His Excellency the (fovernor, delivered on the 
Praises Sir Richard Temple unveiling of the statue of His Royal Highness the 
for Bon Py ocr wirnes o Prince of Wales, and says that it will, to a considerable 
ert yori Em 6 ~COextent, allay the uncomfortable feeling which prevails 
in the public mind, Sir Richard Temple completely 
exonerated Brahmans from the charge of disloyalty which was brought against 
them by the Bombay Gazette and the Deccan Herald; and for this act of 
kindness we are deeply grateful to His Excellency. Educated Bréhmans will 
never forget the deep obligations which ghey owe to him for the views which he 
expressed on this occasion. From the position which Sir Richard occupies, his 
opinion must carry great weight with every one, and it is to be ho ‘a that it 
will remove the: prejudice which has been created in the minds of most 
Europeans with respect to educated Brahmans. 


The same, in its local news, states that paupers have come into Poona from 
the surrounding country in large numbers, and they 
Requests the local autho- move about the town begging hard for food, but do 
rities to afford relief to the ‘ 
_ ?P not obtain enough to keep body and soul together. 
paupers in Poona. 

They have beeome a source of annoyance to the 
respectable inhabitants. The cries of these poor creatures are heart-rending. 
The state of things is so bad that we earnestly hope the local authorities will 
take measures to afford relief as was done in the late famine crisis. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Mirdaj, complains that the 
K4érbhari of the Mala State nominated by Govern- 
Complains that the Kér- ment, is invested with the powers of a Magistrate as 


bhari of the Mala State ‘ ‘ 
epptinted by. Govedament is well as those of a Sessions Judge, and that this 


invested with the powers ofa Concentration of dual authority in one person is 
Magistrate as well as those caleulated to hinder the proper administration of 
of a Sessions Judge. justice. The writer also complains that although the 

' Penal Code has been introduced into this State, yet 
there is no machinery to carry out the provisions of the law. For instance, 


there is no Publie Prosecutor, and the Judge has not the assistance of Assessors 
in trying criminal cases. 


The Bodha Sudhékar (6) of the 25th June, but received on the 30th, 


says that the license-tax assessments in the town of 


Sk pots age ag auth ogy Satdéra have been prepared in a very careless manner. 
being levied in the town of -COple have not been assessed according to their 
Satara. ability. There.has also been some delay in serving 

the license-tax notices, and besides, the tax-payers 


have not been allowed this year the usual time for making appeals. 


The Dnydénodaya (8) of the ane J a in an orto headed * The Fires in 
oona and the Educated Natives,” says that educated 

abun natives natives have not. the least desire to do any thing 
calculated to injure the British Government, nor 

have they any wish to join the ranks of its enemies. Since the suppression of 
the mutiny an 1857, every one has come to see the immense power of the 
British Government, and besides, educated natives believe that this country has 


alr 
li 
& 


ead 
xely to derive benefits in the future, and that no other Government will be so 
good as the present one. For these reasons educated men are intent upon 
improving their position so as to qualify themselves to hold responsible offices - 
under Government, and so to conduct themselves as to gain the favor of their 
rulers, Treagheroys persons like Wasudew Balwant Fadke must be extremely 
tare among educated natives. : 


y derived innumerable benefits from the British rule, and is still more 


an 
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The Subodha Patriké (10) of the 22nd June alludes to the destitute condition 
of cultivators in general, and observes that, in order 
Makes suggestions as to to improve their condition, the practice of thrift must 
how thrift ey ee re be inculcated upon them. It is true that the income 
ee rer of farmers is, to begin with, very small; but if the 
si really make up their minds to economize out of their 
scanty earnings, it will not be beyond them to lay by something. Some of the 
cultivating classes work in cities and towns: and if they once acquire the habit 
of saving, their accumulations in time will be considerable, and this would 
ultimately enable them to rid themselves of the tyranny of their sowkdrs. Here 
the writer suggests the multiplication of Savings’ Banks in the country. At 
present these institutions are to be found only at the head-quarters of the 
Collectorate and taluka stations ; but owing to their not being within easy reach of 
the great mass of the agriculturists, their usefulness is much curtailed. It would, 
therefore, be a wise measure if Government were to establish Savings’ Banks 
in connection with every Post Office in the country ; and ifthe work is entrusted 
to the Post Master, no additional charge need be incurred. Again, in the 
principal Savings’ Banks deposits of less than one rupee are not accepted. This 
rule will have to be relaxed in. case they are extended to villages. The writer 
suggests that the limit of receiving deposits should be lowered to one-fourth of 


an anna, and some trifling interest should be allowed in order to encourage 
thrift. | 


The Jajan Mitra (12) of the 23rd June says that at present there are three 
Cideiindati ‘tea cli civil courts trying original suits in the town of 
ablived to employ more than 2tndgiri, and that owing to their being located in 
ge empléy more than : “7 9° ° FE 
one Vakil, owing to the loca- three different buildings, suitors and practitioners are 
tion of the civil courts in putto serious inconvenience. For instance, one Vakil 
Ratnagiri in different build- ay sometimes cases in all the courts; and if they are 
ee called out simultaneously, his clients are obliged to 
give him help, and the result is that suitors are ‘Ease to employ two or three 
Vakils where only one would have sufficed. This puts partiesto unnecessar 
expense. Again, Judges should not merely think of the quantity of the wa 
done, but should attend to the quality. In conclusion, the writer requests the 
District Judge to adopt measures to diminish the evil complained of. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 18th June says, that if the ignorant and 
ide dation i illiterate people who have taken to creating disturb- 
ani the ‘police. Son dacomes ances in the Deccan knew the power of the British 
Government, they would not have entered upon their 

a course, and their conduct must be a source of grief to all thoughtful men. 
hen disorders began to prevail, Government did not adopt strong repressive 
measures at once ; hence the dacoits took courage, and went on in their career 
with greater fury. When, however, Government came to see how matters were 
tending, measures equal to the occasion were adopted, and there can now be no 
doubt that the dacoits will be easily put down. Here the writer asserts that, 
owing to the Disarming Act, villagers do not know how to use arms, and hence 
they are unable to cope with robbers and wild animals. It is owing to this cause 
that the dacoits did not receive an early check in their predatory movements. 
’e are clearly of opinion that Government should allow certain men in each 
village to keep arms. Her Imperial Majesty the Empress fully-believes in the 
oyalty of natives, and our administrators on the spot must also be convinced 
the same fact. There ought, therefore, to be no hesitation in permitting 
people to use arms. When the police was re-organized some years ago, the 
number of police peons, who really maintain order in the country, was diminished, 
while the higher officers received an addition to their pay as well as an accession 
of strength. The unsuitability of this measure was repeatedly pointed out by 
the press, but unfortunately no attention was paid to the remarks. Since then 


crime has been steadily increasing. The correctness of our statement can be 
cant tested by reference to the annual reports of the Police Department. | In 
conclusion, the writer says that if Government were to shape its course according 
= © suggestions of the people, the policy will prove beneficial to the country. 
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The samé, in its issue of the 27th June, alludes to the recent Resolution of 
_ the Government of India on the subject of reductions 
Makes suggestions for in the public departments, and asserts that the expen- 
reducing public expenditure. = diture of the Military Department is on such a vast 
scale, that retrenchments could be more easily made in it than in any other. 
If a comparison is instituted between the Military expenditure of India and 
England, it will be found that the former is immeasurably greater than the latter, 
and no adequate reasons have been shown for this marked difference. If our 
Government -is really in earnest about reducing the 9 pene charges, it should 
first of all direct its attention to the cost of the European force in India. 
Reductions are always disagreeable to those who are affected by it; but if the 
necessities of the State demand that this course should be pursued, all other 
considerations must give way to it. Government at’ present maintains too 
many departments, by the judicious amalgamation or abolition of some of which, 
‘ooh saving could be made. Here the writer makes suggestions about abolish- 
ing various Offices, but these have been frequently reported. 


The Khdndesh Waibhaw (17) of the 13th June alludes to the Resolution of 
, the Government of India on the more extended 
Makes remarks on the employment of natives in the public service, and 


Resolution of Government on observes that it will ultimately prove beneficial alike 
the extended employment of 


natives in the public service. *0 Government and its subjects. In the first place, 
natives need not be paid so highly as Europeans ; 
hence the saving which will result from the substitution of native agency where 
now European Agency is exclusively employed, will be immense, particularly 
at atime when the condition of the finances is anything but satisfactory. Now, 
the only question which can ever be raised is as to the fitness of natives to 
perform satisfactorily the duties which are at present discharged by Europeans. 
There need, however, be no fear on this point, since all the original work of the 
various public departments is even now done by natives, and Government has 
itself acknowledged their efficiency as public servants. Besides, our Indian 
University graduates are nearly'as well educatéd as those who pass through the 
Indian Civil Service, and they have also the advantage of knowing the manners 
and customs of their own country. It is very proper, of course, to import 
Englishmen from England where special qualifications are needed, and which 
are not possessed by the people here. Again, by freely opening the doors of 
the public service to natives, great impetus will be given to education, and this 
will spread contentment throughout the land. We, therefore, earnestly hope 
that Government will really carry out in a liberal spirit the present Resolution. 
Up to this time, promises have been repeatedly given on this subject, but the 
have been unfortunately allowed to remain a déad letter. The measure whic 
our rulers propose to an | out will meet with a fierce opposition from Europeans, 


whose interests will be adversely affected by it. They will try to magnify the. 


faults of natives; but we trust Government will not pay any attention to them. 
In conclusion, the writer advises all natives to be up and doing, and show them- 
selves capable of performing the duties which may devolve upon them. A 
single failure will mar the prospects of innumerable individuals. : 


The same of the 20th June alludes to the disturbances prevailing in the 
Makes remarks on the Deccan, and says that although the accusations of the 
telegram of His Excellency Bombay Gazette on the alleged complicity of Bréhmans 
tee Governor to the Secrafary with the dacoits are utterly unfounded, yet they are 
> Bia My the recent con- ¢alculated to do much mischief. However much one 
n Poona. : a's. ° ; 
particular newspaper might cry out against a certain 
caste, we firmly believed that our Government would be proof against it, and 
would be guided by the general tone of the press. Buta perusal of the recent 
telegram of His Excellency the Governor to the Secretary of State at once 
hegatives this notion, and we are appalled by the awfulness of the situation. 
ne are unable to account how a statesman of the ability and experience of Sir 
ichard Temple could entertain opinions about educated natives, which he 
rm expressed in the telegram. In the first place he considers that, the 
poe are accumulating ngs | with some ulterior object. It is to be hoped 
Es clon lucubrations of the Bombay Gazette were not passing through his 


Xcellency’s mind when he penned this particular sentence. Again, we are 
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extremely astonished about what he says with reference to the dacoits being 
led by educated men. We are certain that educated men will not be 
found mixing themselves up in affairs of this kind; because they are fully 
aware that they would be the greatest sufferers by persisting in a course 
of opposition against Government. Besides, it is only the educated natives 
who acknowledge the superiority of British rule over native governments, 
and wish for its perpetuation. The great mass of ignorant people do not 
even know by whom the country is ruled. The excellence of the British 
administration is only appreciated by educated men, and it is they who are 
instrumental in spreading this notion amiong the population. The real 
enemies of Government are of a different kind. We consider those newspapers 
to be disloyal which poison the ears of Government against educated natives 
by bringing forward false accusations. Sir Richard Temple believes that the 
two buildings in Poona were set fire to with a view to annoy Government. 
This idea is entirely groundless as appears from the evidence of the Book 
Depdt-keeper and his son, which was believed both by the Judge and Jury 
who tried them. Again, our Governor seems to think that distress among the 
agricultural population has had nothing to do with the present dacoities. This 
opinion is entirely opposed to fact. Everywhere signs of famine are perceptible, 
and besides, Government itself has admitted that destifution prevails in some 
places. ‘The Raémoshis and other wild tribes have been goaded to lead a life 
of vagabondism through want of the means of subsistence. In conclusion, the 
writer expresses a hope that Government will not allow itself to be guided in 
its policy by interested journalism. 
The Shiwdji (25) of the 27th June, but received on the 30th, alludes to the 
_  reeent telegram from His Excellency the Governor to 
Makes remarks on certain the Secretary of State on the subject of the dacoities 
expressions in the recent . | sey te tene 3 ‘ 
telegram from His Excellency 10 the Deccan and the conflagrations in Poona, and 
the Governor to the Secretary says that although Wasudew Balwant Fadke may be 
of State on the subject of the capable of doing all that is attributed to him, yet 
Se Lediaiiines Poon he ought not to be counted in the same rank with 
| educated men. He never received a good education, 
and was hardly ever found in the company of educated men. A man ought not 
to be considered edueated simply because he happens to be a Braéhman ; and if 
Fadke had not obtained notoriety in the present crisis; his name would never 
have become public. Those who Rens him did not diseover in him any of the 
qualities which are to be found in educated natives. His knowledge of English 
was extremely rudimentary. Ifa person of his slender acquirements were to 
be called educated, it would be difficult to find an expression to designate a 
really educated man. At that rate, ignorant and illiterate people would be 
unknown in England, France and Germany ; and even in India, the number of 
educated persons would become so immense that there would be no necessity 
to give encouragement to education. Does a man deserve to be called educated 
the moment he has passed the sixth standard in Mardthi and the fifth in 
English? We shall be glad if His Excellency would decide this point, and 
_ state by what epithet he would characterize men who have passed University 
examinations. We firmly believe that really educated men are not to be found 
in the ranks of the dacoits. Our administrators possess innumerable spies, and 
they secretly convey information to Government. These men will report 
anything in order to compass their own ends, and it is perhaps through this 
channel that Government has become prejudicial against pe aaa natives. 
6 are, however, clearly of opinion that educated natives will never be found 
acting with the dacoits in opposition to Government, as they know that there 
are legal ways of making the grievances of the peuple heard. In conclusion, 
the writer requests His Excellency the Governor not to allow himself to be 
guided by newspapers which publish false reports in order to suit their 
Preconceived ideas. Any mistake on his part may result in serious consequences 
to the people. oe . 


The Swadesh Mitra (26) of the 21st June alludes to the Resolution of the 
Saosin ; overnment of India on the subject of reductions in 
be carried eat os ™Y the different departments of Government, and observes 
parle that the heads of departments will be slow to 
_ knowledge that there are any superfluous hands under them. The prevailing 
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impression is that the numerical strength of each department is not in propor- 


tion to the work which it has to perform, and the usual complaint is that much 
work remains undone. When, therefore, reductions are ordered, the heads of 
departments, in order to satisfy Government, show some trifling saving by 


turning adrift a few ill-paid clerks and peons, and by economizing in the 


contingent allowances. This policy does not result in any material diminution 
of the public charges, but only poor and helpless persons are reduced to destitu- 
tion. Could Fadke have carried on his ravages, if the police was sufficiently 
strong in numbers? When retrenchments were made in the police department 
some time ago, policemen were dismissed, and the number of higher officers 
was increased. Itis reported that suggestions have been made for cutting 
down the pay of the lower subordinates. in the postal department from fifteen 
to twelve rupees per month. In conclusion, the writer suggests that if Gov- 
ernment be really in earnest for effecting savings in the —T expenditure, it 
should reduce the salaries of all public servants. For instance, monthly 
allowances between two and five hundred rupees should be subjected to a 
reduction of twenty per cent.; those between five hundred and one thousand to 
a reduction of thirty per cent.; and those of highér amount should be decreased 
by forty per cent.; and this clipping process should be applied to the salaries of 
natives and Europeans indiscriminately. 


The Pandhari Writta (29) of the 18th June says, that although the fall of 
Riedie: Géveriiee’ to rain has been seasonable this month, yet, owing to 


give seed and bullocks to 
cultivators, in order to enable 
them to begin sowing opera- 
tions. 


the want of seed and bullocks, sowing operations 
have been much retarded. Last year the cultivators 
received assistance from sowkars; but they are unable 


to afford any aid now, as they did not themselves 
realize their outstandings owing to the failure of the wet and dry crops during 
last year. It is easy to imagine what the state of the country will be if land 
remains uncultivated. We, therefore, earnestly hope that our Government will 
give the needful help to the agricultural classes. By this policy the recovery 
of the land tax will be ultimately rendered an easy operation. (A correspondent 
of the Hitechchhu (44) of the 22nd June similarly requests Government to offer 
help to cultivators, and says that the policy pursued by Mr. Moore towards the 
people of the Ind4pur Téluka should be followed here). 


The Surya Prakdsh (43) of the 28th June, but received on the 30th, after 


Requests Government to 
appointa Joint Judge at Surat 
for decidi the numerous 
civil appeals which are pend- 
ing in the District Court of 
that station. 


alluding to the proverbial delay and the cost incurred 
in obtaining justice in British courts, and after 
observing that recent legislation is rather favorable 
to debtors and, hard upon creditors, states that about 
525 civil appeals are pending in the District Court of 
Surat. Although Mr. Birdwood is an able and hard- 
working Judge, he will not be able to dispose of these 


enormous arrears within the next two years. He must first of all attend to the 
essions eases and criminal appeals as they come before him, and devote the 


remaining time to civil appeals. This must necessarily cause delay in deciding 


therefore, if Government were to appoint a Joint Judge 


them. It would be well, 


at Surat for one year. Such an arrangement will be very beneficial to suitors. 
It is hoped Government will adopt the suggestion. 


The Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 3rd July notices the alleged 


Like several of its native 
contemporaries, censures the 


r on the Native Press: 


pe: an inaccurate translation 
& passage in the Shiwiji 
mewspaper of Poona (25). 


last week, also requests 


with copies of the Weekl 
vune; but received on the | 
a brary (53) of the 22nd idem, and noticed more fully in the Summary of 


7) 


inaccurate translation of a passage in the Shiwdjr 


newspaper of Poona (25) by the Reporter on the 


Native Press, and proceeds in the same strain as 
several of its vernacular contemporaries whose remarks 
have been fully noticed in some of the previous weekly 


reports. The Hitechchhu, like the Loka Mitra (53) of — 
Government to furnish the Editors of vernacular papers 
Summaries. (The Broach Samdchér (66) of the 28th 


e 30th, makes similar remarks as were made by the 
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The Gujarat Mitra (45) of the 29th J une states that several persons in 


the town of Surat keep bullocks, and after feeding 


Requests the Police of Surat the animals well for a few days, have races in the 


to prohibit the drivers of onth of Ashédha. Many bullock carts are to be seen 
carts from torturing their 


sate running on the road leading to the lines on every 
ma aiNig Saturday afternoon; on the road to Katérgaum on 
Sundays; and on the line road, or the road leading to the railway station on 
moon-light nights. On these occasions the drivers beat the bullocks mercilessly, 
and pierce them with a small sharp nail fixed to a stick, in order to make the 
animals run fast. Some of these animals are old, and some sickly; and it is a 

itiable sight .to see them thus tortured. The Mitra, therefore, requests the 
Police of Surat to apprehend the drivers for ill-treating their animals, and 
to get them meses The police is also requested to prohibit drivers from 
using the stick with the nail. 


The same complains that sometimes post-paid packets do not reach their 

destination on account of some fault or other which 

Recommends the ood te may reasonably be put to the charge of the Postal 

“ge scar gree a vs .-~« Department. In order toremedy this state of things, the 

post-paid packets. : 
writer suggests that a register should be kept in ever 

Post Office of the receipt and despatch of all packets. This arrangement will 

entail on the Postal Department the expense of employing registering clerks, and 

some delay may occur in the despatch and delivery of mails. If the Postal 

authorities can devise new means by which an additional charge can be avoided 

so much the better; but in the absence of any other suggestion, the above should 
be adopted. : 


The same, in giving the substance of the recent discussions in both Houses 

of Parliament against the abolition of a portion of the 

Is thankful to Parliament import duty on cotton goods, observes that the 

for its condemning the condemnation of the measure by Parliament shows 
abolition of the import duty ; . 

on cotton goods. that that national tribunal has begun to remove the 

evils from which India is suffering, and has, thereby, 

strengthened the foundations of the Indian Empire. The people of this country 

will be glad to hear of this, and will find more cause to place implicit confidence 

in their rulers. They ought not to suppose that the condemnation has not 

conferred any material benefit on this country, because the duty in question has 

not been re-imposed. They may rest assured that the promise given to the 

merchants of Manchester for abolishing the remaining duty hereafter, will not 

be carried out. This is no small benefit. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 30th June, in alluding to the Rumpa 

- disturbances in the Madras Presidency, observes 

Observes that if the de- that they have arisen in consequence of some changes 
ges gta ag rioters made by the Madras Government in the A’bkéri laws. 
a teas fase gggrwtd That Government made a mistake in allowing these 
should be granted. If other. disturbances to assume their present grave form. 
wise the rioters should be When they began, enquiries should have been made 
punished. whether the people had been injuriously affected by 
the changes in question ; and if this was found to be 

the case, remedial measures should have been taken accordingly. It is not too 
late as yet to do this. But, on the other hand, if the Madras authorities are 
convinced that the demand of the rioters arose through wilfulness and disloyalty to 
overnment, stringent measures should be taken at once, and the rioters should 
visited with @ severe punishment which would dissuade others from follow- 
ing their bad example. If the authorities believe from their long experience 
that these people are excitable, revengeful and disloyal, they should be once 
for all given such a good lesson as would make them leave their bad habits for 


The same of the 1st July, in alluding to the su gestion made by the 
— OTS Economist newspaper of England, that the Indian 
Tndian sng 5 meertate g Bes the i ca oN stablishment should be reduced, 


meeting the religious wants of Christian soldiers. 
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This was all right, inasmuch as they are not able to supply their own wants 
in this essential matter. But latterly, the Department as been enlarged to 

rovide the religious wants of Government servants in other than the Military 

epartment, who are well able to pay for themselves. The expense undergone 
in maintaining Chaplains to meet the religious needs of this latter class should 
be done away with. If this is carried out, large savings might be made in the 
expenditure of the Ecclesiastical Department, which now costs twenty-five lacs 


of rupees. 
The same of the 2nd July, after moralizing upon the necessity of discouraging 


States on the authority of 
a correspondent, that an 
increase in the daily outturn 
of country spirits at the 
Government distillery at 
Bulsar has been made, and 
recommends Government to 
give up drawing more liquor 
than before. 


by every possible-means the use of liquor, states on 
the authority of a correspondent, that a condition was 
made last year with the contractor of the distillery at 
Bulsér, that he should manufacture 75 gallons of 
country spirit per day,and remove them before evening 
after payment of the duty. It is said that the quantity 
distilled was more than was daily consumed in that 
town, and, consequently, every day there remained 
with the contractor some liquor on hand. If this be 


true, the condition made with the contractor aaa the present year for 


drawing 120 gallons per day, must necessarily leave in 


is hands a much larger 


quantity than was the case formerly. This will encourage people to consume 


largely, which ought not to be allowed. It might be urged that at the bidding 
for the contract, the bidders increased the number of gallons to be distilled, and 
that Government only took advantage of the opportunity to increase the 
revenue. But it must be observed that in doing this, Government forgot the 
supreme object of discouraging the spread of the use of spirituous liquors. 
Whether the increase is made in the outturn of the distillery at Bulsér alone, 


or that of every distillery in this Presidency, it ought to be at once given up. 


The same of the 5th July, after stating that the newly issued post cards of a 


Advises the Postal autho- 
rities to give the newly issued 
post cards to professional 
vendors for sale to the public. 


quarter anna each are of great use in encouraging 
correspondence, and after censuring the authorities 
for getting them printed in England and not in India, 
observes that a large portion of the native public is 
not yet aware of the issue of these cards, and, therefore, 


they (the cards) are not used in largenumbers. For bringing them into general 
use, the cards should be given to professional vendors for sale, as is done in the 
case of postage stamps and stamped envelopes. 


The saine, after stating that a considerable portion of the native public is 


Disapproves of awarding the 
rize to the best of the sixty 


anuals on Hygiene. 


ignorant of the principles of hygiene, and that great 
evils follow from that ignorance, highly approves of 
the prize advertized last year by His Excellency the 
Viceroy for a small School Manual of Hygiene. The 


Samdchdr observes that the prize was of the value of five hundred rupees, and 
it is said that out of the sixty manuals received, not one has answered the 
expectations. It is also stated that Government has decided to give the prize 
to the best among those which have been sent in. The Samdchdr disapproves 
of this course. Either the prize was too small to induce able physicians to 
enter into competition for it, or the examiners of the sixty manuals are not 
competent persons. Whatever may be the fact, there is no use in giving a 
poe to the manual which is not fit for being introduced into schools. The 


Viceroy’s object in trying to get a suitable manual is highly praiseworthy, and 
it might be successful if the prize is advertized over again. 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 29th June observes that the overgrown public 


Observes that reductions 
pea Sir me x hia out by 
ighly paid posts 

held by Mamtesecs, and by 
bestowing others on natives 


expenditure can best be reduced by abolishing hi 

paid postsheld by Europeans, and by appointing natives 
on smaller salaries to them. Lord Beaconsfield has 
recommended Lord Lytton, who has been so very 
obedient to him, for an Earldom; and it is said that 
the latter wishes to make a name in India. There is no 


surer way of gaining undying fame, except by the adoption of the mes 


a 
_ Mended above, It must be observed here that the false dread of the new Press ) 


¥ 


as 


® £5 ae x A ap gs 
Te RE ie, tales Das eter 


about holding entertainments The 


“Act has induced the vernacular press to withhold from Government its real 


opinion of the recent Resolution of the Government of India for appointing natives 
to high posts. That opinion which is sincerely shared by the public is, that many 

romises to give high posts to natives have remained unfulfilled, and that Lord 
L ton’s recent circular on the same subject will most probably remain a dead 
letter. Again, though that circular promises to give to natives every post, the 
salary of which is more than two hundred rupees, many important departments 
have been excepted from its operation, and consequently, the natives are not to 
be admitted intothem. For these reasons, Lord Lyttun’s order does not really 
improve'the prospects of natives. It, however, rests with His Exeellency to 
carry out promises which he has held out to the public. 


’ The Yajddn Parast (51) of the 29th June observes that most of the milkmen 

2 § of Bombay mix water with milk ; and that this practice 

Requests the authorities to dogsinjury tothe healthof the people. Under the Indian 
unish milkmenfor adulterat- Penal C 4 7s ; “+ t Ri q 

fg milk with water. enal Code it is no crime, as it does not come under 

- Sections 272 and 273 of the Code, according to which 

manufacturers and vendors of adulterated food or drink are liable to punishment. 

The mixture of milk and water is injurious to health, but the milkmen are 

allowed to commit the fraud with impunity. In England, however, a milkman 

has been recently punished with a fine of twenty pounds for mixing water with 

milk. Hence, it behoves the Indian authorities to take measures here to prevent 

adulterated milk from being sold. 


In alluding to the deduction of twenty per cent. made in the salaries of the 
subordinates of the Cotton Frauds Department, the 
Advises Government to same observes that this step has been taken in 
abolish the Cotton Frauds d peor ee for th duct; 
Department altogether. aceordance with a general scheme for the reduction 
of the State expenditure. But why not abolish this 
Department altogether? asks the Yajddn Parast. The merchants consider it 
tobe a needless burden on the treasury, as it has been proved to be an 
impediment to free trade. Some persons have observed that the Cotton Frauds’ 
Act was revived in order that some officers may continue to reeeive high salaries. 
This observation appears to gain confirmation from the continuance of the 
department which spends more than it earns. It will be advantageous both to 
Government and the people if it were.altogether done away with. 


The’ Loka Mitra (53) of the 29th June also disapproves of the recent 
: Government Resolution requiring the Municipal Com- 
Fe Disapproves of the Resolu- missioner of Bombay not to give permission to hold 
ion of Government requiring. | . ore . acy . 
the Municipality of Bombay ¢tes or entertainments in theVictoria Gardens without 
not to lend Vittoria Gardens the previous sanetion of Government. The Gardens 
for holding public entertain- are not the property of Government. They belong 
— without the previous +o the public, and are in the possession of the Muni- 
on of Government. eee 
cipality. They ought to be made the centre of public 
entertainments and amusements, and a slow attempt was being made for giving 
them such an attractive form. While the Municipality was doing this desirable 
work, the Government order put an end to fétes of all kinds being ‘held there. 
he order amounts to Government assuming the power. of either granting or 
refusing permission to hold entertainments in the Gardens; but there seems no 
good reason why it should do so. - It is true that at some of the entertainments 
the natives did not receive proper treatment at the hands of Europeans; 


but, for that reason, they would not like Government interference of the nature 
mentioned above. 


The same is glad that the Town Council is to consider at its next 

) meeting the Government order about the Victoria 

Hepes that Government Gardens, and hopes that it will make a serious 
withdraw its recentorder attempt to induce Government to withdraw the same. 

in the Victoria Gardens. unicipal Commissioner is said to have observed 
) ae that at the time of making over the Gardens 
to the public, Government made it a condition that without obtaining 
its previous sanction no important alterations should be made in anythi 


connected with them. If this be true, then there is. no limit with respect to 
vernment interference. But for all that it is not right of Government to 
5n P5—7 [con 158] , 
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treat the Gardens as Government property, for such a proceeding would highly 
displease the public. In the matter of the Town Hall, Government has already 
furnished the public with a cause for dissatisfaction. In that case Government 

apparently did not like the public to raise its voice against the acts of the 
- authorities, and, therefore, refused permission to use the building for a public 
meeting. In the case of the Gardens, no such cause exists at all for Government 
to act in the way it has done. 


The same, in alluding to the telegram that Lord Beaconsfield has 

_  vecommended Lord Lytton for an Earldom, as a 

Rianiy 9 oe Prone ale reward for his services in connection with the Afghan 
not deserve the reward of an War, observes that the Viceroy has, undoubtedly, 
Farldom, for which the brought the war to a satisfactory conclusion ; but it 
Premier has recommended myst be remembered that His Lordship has carried 
ans out the policy chalked out for him by the Premier, at 
a sacrifice of several Indian interests, and consequently, India cannot. rejoice 
in his Lordship’s elevation, With all deference to Lord Lytton, she disapproves 
several of his acts, and England concurs with her in this opinion. Those acts 
have been subjected to strong animadversions in Parliament, and so renowned 
a politician like Mr. Gladstone has condemned them. History will not approve 
of His Lordship’s acts. They will be valued according to their intrinsic worth, 
and when they are discussed in connection with India, they will not meet 
with approval. The above observations, however, do not apply to His Lordship’s 
conduet in other respects. Lord Lytton is an able and learned personage, 
deserving of all honor, His personal accomplishments are admirable ; and it 
would be very gratifying to find him rewarded for the same. But it must be 
admitted with regret that his Indian administration does not deserve any reward. 


The same, in noticing the apprehension of one Jagtdp for falsely charging 


os the Chief of Bhor with keeping communication with 
i eg : 3 be ge the dacoits, observes that Government made enquiries 
selfish and revengeful persons nto the matter and satisfied itself that it was a false 
to annoy their enemies by charge, This result of the accusation against a 
does ce information to Native Chief is highly gratifying to the public. 
wenn Government, however, should learn a lesson from it, 
Onee, when writing upon the Poona fires and the Decean dacoities, the 
Loka Mitra recommended Government to be very cautious in apprehending 
any person: in connection with those sad occurrences, lest some innocent 
persons might fall victims or get into disrepute simply on account of false 
rumours, ‘l'hat caution needs to be continued, as enquiries are still being made 
in cannection with the fires, and dacoities are still committed, It is suspected 
that some badmashes are the instigators of these crimes, and Government is 
praiseworthily trying to detect and punish them. The people ought to help 
Government in this —, But care must be taken that no person succeeds 
is 


in taking revenge upon enemies by giving false information to Govern- 
ment, 


The Samsher Bahddur (55) of the 25th June, but received on the 30th, 
prays Government to make some provision for the 
Prays Government tomake f¢hree thousand K4thidwari refugees, who have gathered 
ream et ya Bh the three ot Ahmedabad, The people of this city have hitherto 
lidwéri refugees | ° 
collected at Ahmedabad. fed these unfortunate creatures, and are unable to give 
further relief. To the rich people of the city must 
be left the work of maintaining such distressed people as are ashamed to beg 
‘1m public on account of their former good circumstances. Government ought 
to take over the Kathidwari refugees from the hands of the citizens, and 
provide for them from the proceeds of the license-tax. Such of the refugees as 
are able to work may he made to work on relief works; while the remainder 
must be charitably fed. The Samsher prays Government to give a warning to — 
the Chiefs of K4thidwdr to take care of their respective subjects in future in 
times of distress, and not to permit them to go into British territory for 
relief. If, in spite of such ;a warning, the Chiefs neglect their subjects, and 
allow them to go into British territory, they (the Chiefs) should be made to pay 
the cost of maintaining the refugees, 


12 
Some papers of this week record with deep sorrow the sudden death of 


Lord Lawrence, late Governor General of India. 


| t the death of Lord . . : ; 
seca ar Cloturnae They praise His pele Be i for the deep interest he 


General of India. took in the welfare and advancement of the people of 

| this country, and consider the sad event as a great 
loss to her, particularly at a time when Indian affairs were exciting attention 
in England. His great and hig i snd and sound judgment would have 
been of inestimable service in the advancement of her interests on this occasion. 


ie od Municipalities. 

The Yajddn Parast (51) of the 29th June wishes that Mr. Hutchinson, the 
Assessor to the Bombay Municipality, should be. 
Wishes that Mr. Hutchinson, asked to resign his appointment as one of the Directors 
—m cipality yg own nae 6d of a certain cotton mill in Bombay. The majority 

unici ; é ; “Teas 
: tion with the cotton Of the Town Council do not consider it right for him 
7 axagonmmmetie to hold it. It is said that he discharges both the 
duties with equal conscientiousness; but the duties of 
the former office are of such a nature that it is better he should not hold any 
other office ; and, hence, his connection with the mills ought to cease at once. 


Railways. 


The Samsher Bahddur (55) of the 25th June, but received on the 30th, in 
iinet whdtien alluding to the decision of Government to construct on 
ea tae neato: ewes. Mae the narrow gauge the railway between Ahmedabad 
between Ajmere and Ahme- and Ajmere, requests the authorities to build a station 
dabad may be built nearthe on this line near the city of Ahmedabad. The 
latter .city. end, nos on se construction of the new line begins at the Sdbarmati 
. rare ly wl <ilo). Station of the B. B. and C. I. Railway; and if a 
station of the former line is built there, the merchants 
of Ahmedabad will be put to great inconvenience in the despatch and receipt of 
their goods. They will have to carry their goods to that station for despatch, 
or receive them there, and bring them into the city. In doing these things 
they will have to cross the river, and this will cause expense, delay and risk. 
To avoid these inconveniences, the narrow guage line should be taken over the 
river and brought up to the city. The Samsher also recommends the construc- 
tion of a branch railway from Kélol to Kadi. ‘This branch line will be a 
paying concern, and will afford great facilities for traffic of all kinds. 


G. W. KURKARAY, | 


New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
8th July 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 7th July, in an article on the Loyalty of Natives, 
_ _._ ._ gays that some impudent English journals have been 
Is glad that Sir Richard " preaching a crusade against educated Bréhmans, and 
Temple is satisfied with the , | : h h ‘dante of P 
loyalty of the natives of India. particularly against those who are residents of Poona. 
They assert that the dacoities in the Deccan and the 
conflagrations in Poona have been instigated by these men. Such paragons 
of wisdom as the Bombay Gazette and the Deccan Herald have been so loud and 
persistent in bringing charges of disloyalty against Bréhmans, that there is some 
chance of their opinions being received as containing a germ of truth; and when 
once such ideas have taken possession of the public 1} it will be no easy task 
to eradicate them. Asan instance in point, the writer mentions that the statement 
which His Excellency the Governor made in a recent telegram to the Secretary 
of State—that the dacoits were led by some educated Brahmans—is no doubt 
traceable to the persistent efforts of the Bombay Gazette to blacken the native 
character. But when Sir Richard Temple returned to Poona, and saw with his 
own eyes the condition of the ryots, he came to the conclusion that there was 
no truth in the assertions of that journal. Again, on the unveiling of the statue 
of the Prince of Wales, His Excellency publicly declared that he was satisfied 
with the loyalty of the natives of India. By this declaration he has laid not 
only educated natives but every inhabitant of India under deep obligations. It 
will also remove any impression of disloyalty which may have taken possession 
of the minds of the governing classes in England, and may prevent those news- 
apers who imagine themselves as the leaders of public opinion from. indulging 
in abusive declamation. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 6th July gives an account of the career of 
Lord Lawrence, and observes that he won his laurels 
Makes observations on the in the Punjab, and that during his tenure of office as 
eareer of the late Lord G . . 
Paci overnor General, he did not do anything for the 
benefit of the people over whom he ruled. Lord 
Lawrence believed that rich landlords oppressed the cultivators of the soil and 
that, therefore, the existence of the former class was not advantageous to the 
country. He considered that their number should be reduced as much as 
Sorte In pursuing any pet project or policy, he never ailowed himself to be 
undered by legal difficulties. Educated natives did not approve of his admi- 
nistration, and His Lordship did not like them. Notwithstanding the strange 
opinions which he held, they underwent considerable alterations for the better 
when he returned to England, and latterly he ceased to be crotchetty altogether. 
In giving his evidence before the Famine Committee in 1872, he stated as his 
conviction that the settlement of the land revenue in perpetuity would prove 
beneficial to India. His knowledge of India was immense, and had he lived, he 
might have conferred great benefits on this country. His Lordship was 
foremost among those who opposed the commencement of hostilities with 
Afghanistan and the abolition of the duty on cotton goods imported into India. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 7th July, in discussing the origin of the poverty 

of India, says that now all the appliances of cultivation 

Says that the poverty of are taxed, and that therefore farming has become 

8 ee Y Pens * unprofitable. The king’s share of the revenue in 
ments, and adyeoates the ‘0rmer times was spent in the country, and the peopl 

adoption of the Code of erived benefit from it; whereas now the reverse is 

Regulations of 1827. ‘ the case. There were then no taxes of the nature of 
local funds, and all works of public utility were done 


by the villagers themselves. The remains of ancient buildings, wells and 


canals, which are to be met. with in different parts of the country, were con-. 


_-Structed in this manner. From this it is quite clear that the mass of people 
were then in good circumstances, and had always some capital with them. 
overty began to increase in the country in proportion to the multiplication of 


legal enactments. What, has made salt dear, but the rigor of the law?) In 


the time of the old Rishis, people used to live by breathing pure air, and wished 


well of their kings; but, unfortunately, the same cannot be done now. In our 
present degraded times, starvation is staring in every body’s face, and this 
state of things is ee yi sg with wishing well of the Sovereign. Upon the 
whole, the origin of the poverty of the masses is entirely traceable to the 
nature of legal enactments, and it is, therefore, to be hoped that the Government 
will adopt the simpler Code of Regulations which prevailed in this Presidency 
in 1827. 
The same alludes to the Ecclesiastical Establishment maintained by 
Government, and observes that as our rulers are of a 
Says that Government different religion from their subjects, it is not right 
should sever is connete> for them to support bishops and chaplains from 
we kod ol eo edibles. revenues raised from a people who are not in any 
tical Establishment. way benefited. We are of opinion that Government 
is justified in maintaining ministers to offer religious 
consolation to its Christian soldiers and other poor servants; but the poncigges: 
of keeping up a religious establishment for the benefit of those who are well 
able to pay for it themselves, is by no means apparent, and reduction to this 
extent should be made in the grant devoted to ecclesiastical purposes. When 
tribes of Banids and Mdrwdris migrated from one province to another, they 


used to carry their priests with them, and they were supported from a cess — 


levied on those who professed that religion ; and this practice has prevailed in 
India for ages. This being so, the advisability of maintaining Christian priests 
from revenues raised from the great mass of heathens appears extremely ques- 
tionable. For these reasons we are of opinion that Government should sever 
its connection with the English Church, particularly at a time when it is intent 
upon making reductions in the public expenditure. 


The Poona Herald (9) of the 9th July, in an article on the License-tax, 

ee _ observes that this tax is objectionable in itself, and 

Aa: FE of ag Rene am besides, the mode of assessment has made it more 
Levtnd See OE objectionable still. ‘Tradesmen whose annual incomes 
do not exceed Rs, 100 have been assessed at Rs. 20 

and upwards ; while those who have no clothing and are not certain of a full 
meal daily have been charged from Ks, 2 to Rs. 15. There is not a village in 
the country which is not groaning under this system of levying tlie license-tax, 
and we are at a loss to understand why such injustice should be allowed to be 
perpetrated. The framers of the License-tax Bill never intended that the people 
should be overassessed ; but, unfortunately, the officials charged with the duty 
of collecting the tax look only to the interests of Government, and do not care for 
the sufferings of the people. It is to be regretted that such should be the case. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 6th July gives an account of the career of 
Lord Lawrence, and remarks that as Lord Clive was 
taments the death of Lord the founder of the British Empire in India, so Lord 
Lawrence may be said to be second founder; since in 
the fearful crisis of 1857, when the power of the English was shaken to its 
foundation, he preserved India to his mother country by his profound and 
statesmanlike policy. F'rom the fact that he rose from the lowest to the very 
highest post in India, it must be presumed that he possessed unrivalled 
knowledge of public affairs, and besides, had intimate acquaintance with the 
manners and customs of the natives of India. At present when Indian affairs 
are attracting notice in Parliament, his presence would have been very valuable. 
The loss of such a man at such a juncture is therefore greatly to be eplored. 


The Nydya Sindhu (14) of the 7th July, in its local news, says that up to 
the present time the fall of rain in the Ahmednagar 
Me that Government (Collectorate has been extremely seasonable, and that 
ee vo po’ the harvest promises to be plentiful. The bulk of the 
, 1m order to enable . : : : : : : 
thom to begin sowing opera- @Ticulturists in villages, however, are in a destitu 
tions, condition; and unless they receive external aid, sowin 
operations will be much impeded. The sowkérs will 
probably not afford any assistance, as they have failed to recover their own 
Outstandings for the last three or four years. Under these circumstances, the 


writer requests Government to give the necessary help in order to enable the 
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-gyots to commence sowing operations, and believes that by this policy the 
 yecovery of the land tax wi be ultimately rendered more cartes pool easy. 
The Kalpataru (16) of the 6th July, in an only leader, observes that owing 
=i | a to the fataine whieh has Fone raging in the District of 
Requests Government to Sholdpur during the last four years, the agricultural 
remit the land revenue alto- : 
gether during famine. population has been reduced to such straits that its 
condition can be more easily imagined than described. 
The ryots cannot leave their lands in search of employment elsewhere, as the 
unvarying exaction of the land assessment forces them to cultivate their fields 
every year. In former times remissions of land revenue were granted even 
when there was a partial failure of crops; but now our benevolent Government 
does not éven dream of foregoing the collection. of the land tax during the 
revalence of famine. This is not all. Government seems to be under the 
impression that the accumulated arrears are not irrecoverable, and that their 
collection only needs postponement to a more convenient period. The present 
policy appears to be to remit only such portion as cannot be recovered after 
the cultivators have been deprived of all their movable and immovable 
property. When lands are put up to auction on account of the inability of 
ther owners to meet the Government assessment, purchasers do not come 
forward to buy them, and there is:a considerable chance of their going out of 
cultivation altogether. Fora long time our Governor seems to be bent on 
increasing the area occupied by forests, and the present is a capital opportunity 
for carrying his plan into execution. In conclusion, the writer altogether 
deprecates the collection of the land revenue during a famine crisis, and suggests 
its total remission, and adds that advances should be made to farmers from the 
Government treasury in order to encourage cultivation. | 


A correspondent of the Ndsik Writta (19) of the 5th July, but received on 

the 7th, writing from Choul in the Collectorate of 

Complains that passengers Koldba, says that passengers of the Kunbi caste, who 

shar Fees Pease cin Ph land or embark at Dharamtar, are forcibly deprived 

prived of ids obtates vd the by the police of their sticks, if they have any. This 

police. proceeding is very harsh, since these poor people keep 

them merely to help themselves while journeying on 

foot, or to protect themselves against the attacks of reptiles or wild animals. We, 

therefore, earnestly hope that the Collector of Koldba will be good enough to 
enquire into this matter, and remove the complaint. 


Another correspondent of the same complains, that while trained masters 


are granted allowances and promotions in proportion 


Says that promotion and to the number of pupils whom they succeed in passing, 


allowances should be given ° : 
to untrained masters if they untrained masters who are equally efficient and able 


are efficient. are denied these privileges. This difference of treat- 
) ment is very hard. All masters should be treated 
alike, and in granting promotion and allowances regard should be had to 
efficiency alone. The correspondent trusts that the Educational authorities will 
devote their attention to the correction of this anomaly. 


The Satya Shodhak (21) of the 6th July, in its local news, states that some 


dogs belonging to certain Europeans in the town of 

lo omPisins that dogs be- Ratndgiri are in the habit of worrying and biting 
in Reorder nn Europeans cattle while they are grazing. During the last week 
while grazing. a calf was bitten by one of these dogs, and it is reported 
that its owner complained about it to the Magistrate. 


We do earnestly hope that the gentlemen who own these dogs will prevent the 
recurrence of such cases. | 


The Dharwdr Writta (23) of the 8rd July, but received on the 7th, says 


ea that it is reported that a circular has been issued to\, 
wee of an order treasury officers, prohibiting them from eashing 


fcr, we gga currency notes. If this information be correct, the 


cashing tes. prohibition in question is much to be regretted; because 
currency no Fila which are intended for the convenience of 


mee MS, 


" ™ public are not accepted at treasuries, they will be of no value whatever. If 


the order has been issued owing to want of cash in the different treasuries, still 
the. step is unjustifiable. Ifthe treasury is empty at one place, it ought imme- 
diately to be replenished by bringing money from another, in order to meet the 
wants of the public. i 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 4th July, but received on the 7th, in discussing the 
question of the reduction of expenditure, observes that 

Says that the pro oS since the present Ministry came into power, the 
pene ae oe olicy which they have pursued has not only not 
“Pgs | benefited this country in any way,. but has been 
positively injurious to it. But it has now acapital opportunity of retrieving 
all past errors by inaugurating a new policy with respect to the admission of 
natives in the public service. Here the writer gives the substance of the 
various suggestions made by Colonel Chesney about the more extended employ- 
ment of natives in the public service, and remarks that the fear which the 
Colonel seems to entertain, that the natives will demand all the higher appoint- 
ments when they have obtained all the lower, is entirely groundless. Those 
who advocate the increased employment of natives do so on the ground that 
thereby the cost of administration will be diminished. Owing to the education 
which our rulers have been pleased to impart to us, several natives have become fit 
to perform duties which are now exclusively discharged by Covenanted Civilians ; 
but, unfortunately, Government have not given employment to such persons. It 
is true that when once natives are admitted to lower posts, they will in time 
claim the higher also ; but it does not follow that our rulers will be ready to 
consider such a demand valid or justifiable. What has been done to satisfy 
the repeated applications which natives have made for obtaining increased 
employment ? If they have been refused in the past, there is no reason to 
anticipate a different treatment in the future. It is sheer folly to contemplate 
difficulties which are purely imaginary, and to stop beneficial measures on 
account of them. Forthese reasons we would earnestly beg those in authority 
to consider carefully the suggestions of Colonel Chesney, and to carry them out 


fearlessly into practice. By so doing the expenditure will be considerably 
reduced, and consequently the burden of taxation which now falls so heavily 
on the people will be lightened. 


The Surya Prakdsh (43) of the 5th July, but received on the 7th, also 
Requests Government to complains that about 525 civil appeals are pending in 
appoint a Joint Judge at the District Court of Surat, and requests Government 


Surat. to appoint a Joint Judge to clear off the arrears. The 


District Judge has so much to do that he will not be able to dispose of these 
appeals without assistance. The Court of the Assistant Judge is not of much 
use, as the incumbents of that office are frequently absent from their duties on 
account of sickness or furlough. ‘The local money-lending trade has suffered 
from the delay in disposing of appeals which have accumulated in the Judge’s 
Court, and their early settlement will revive it. 


The same observes that India is glad that Lord Lytton is to be rewarded 


._ _, with an Earldom. The Viceroy has rendered signal 
i vances that India will services to this country by bringing the Afghan war to 
glad to see Lord Lytton ; | 

rewarded with an Earidom, ® Satisfactory conclusion. By great tact, he removed 
the fears which were created by the Afghan affair in 

the minds of the people, and, hence, he richly deserves the title for which he 
has been recommended by the Earl of Beaconsfield. Some newspapers find 
fault with His Lordship for not respecting Indian interests, and consider that 
on this account he does not deserve to be elevated. But the great bulk of the 
pore will not take such unreasonable objection, and will be glad to see His 


ordship rewarded for the eminent services rendered by him in connection 
with the Afghan war. 


The Gyardt Mitra (45) of the 6th July also highly approves of the sugges- 
re ae os tion made by the Ecvnomist, that the Indian Ecclesias- 
of the Indian Redeem tical Establishment should be abolished altogether. 
Establishment. The Mitra observes that the sum spent in giving 
| | religious instruction to Kuropean British soldiers and 
others who follow Christiamity is large, and ought to be discontinued. This 
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suggestion os yr inally came from an English newspaper conducted by an English 
gentleman, ind, hence, it must be considered to be weighty, and sche be followed 
without scruples, If items like the above of the overgrown public expenditure 
are removed from the public accounts by the Indian authorities, they will be 
easily able to effect a reduction of five krores of rupees; and if the recommendation 
made in the last but one issue of the Gwardt Mitra for abolishing certain taxes is 
adopted, the uneasiness prevailing among the Indian subjects of the British 
Crown will at. once disappear. (The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 8th July 
makes similar observations). 


The. Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 7th July admires Lord Lytton’s devotion © 


to fine arts. Though His Lordship’s attention is 
Is grateful to Lord Lytton engrossed by weighty political matters, yet he finds 
a phic ce toga “ie, time to devote his attention to give encouragement 
sett br eaten. to the cultivation of the fine arts among natives. At 
_ the annual exhibition held at Simla, drawings of 
Europeans were alone exhibited. No paintings drawn by natives were shown 
there, and consequently, native practitioners in these arts received no en- 
couragement.. His Lordship saw this shortcoming, and has made arrangements to 
allow native artists to exhibit their drawings. The Samdchdr highly approves 
of this policy, and expects great results from the study of the fine arts among 
natives. , 


A correspondent of the same of the 10th July, writing from Surat, asks 
why Government has not yet passed a law for 
Requests Government to exempting Pdrsis from the operation of the Adminis- 


a law to exempt Parsis ’ : : 
weap ee Ss ng of ine ‘trator General’s Act, as prayed for by them in their 


Laiainiabiabee Geneval’s ob eae Since the last request was made, several 

egal measures have been enacted by the Viceregal 
legislature, and it seems strange that it could find no time to enact a law for 
the exemption in question. Parsis, particularly those who live in villages, 
suffer from the provisions of the Administrator General’s Act, and are, therefore, 
extremely anxious to be exempted from its operation at the earliest opportunity. 
The writer hopes that the law prayed for will be soon passed. 


The Jame Jamsed (47) of the 10th July contains a communication, the 
writer of which complains that European gentlemen 
Complains that Europeans playing cricket or polo occupy a large portion of 
playing cricket or polooccupy the parade ground on the Esplanade in Bombay, 
ee. ames poston “ct io and leave very little room for school-boys to play 
leaving very little room yo cricket, After alluding to the circumstances under 
school-boys to play cricket, Which the latter have been prohibited from playing 
on the Rotten Row, the writer observes that the 
Commissioner of Police told them to play on the parade ground. But on a 
portion of it, the European players have built a Gymkhana, and have enclosed 
a large area round it. Again, they play at polo three times every week; and 
on these occasions they enclose with flags a very large portion of the ground, 
and prohibit native cricketers from playing within its boundaries, Thus very 
little room is left to the latter to play upon. Moreover, riders playing at polo 
sumetimes pass through the crowd of cricketers. Kuropean ladies also bring 
their carriages to the Esplanade for getting a sight of the polo players. Thus, 
nearly two-thirds of the parade ground is occupied by Europeans, to the great 
inconvenience of the school-boys wishing to play cricket. 


The same of the 11th July repeats the old recommendation that the seat 

vi : of the Supreme Government should be removed from 

of oo the removal (Calcutta to Bombay. The latter city enjoys political 

eieiataed tee pos watt, 2nd other advantages which the former does not 
toBombay. ss ossess. Steam communication has brought Bomba 

mbay. p vCal) imu g VY 

‘ oy very close to England. The English mails first 

arrive here, and are thence sent to Calcutta. If the head-quarters of the 

Supreme Government happen to be at Simla, it takes more than four days for 


. to get the mail despatches. Here the writer alludes to the material aid 
a from Bombay di 

mbay, Government can’ 
pha Aighanistan i, on the Eastern Coast of Africa, on the Arabian Sea and the Persian 


uring the mutiny of 1857-58, and observes that from — 
eep an efficient watch on the rest of India and 


ae om ** 
4 aly oy 3 he 
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Gulf, and on the Coast of Sind. A net-work of railways is now over 
the Indian Empire, and transport has become cheap and expeditious. Again, 
when the thermometer reaches 100 degrees in Calcutta, it is only 85 in Bombay. 
When it is very hot in Calcutta, the head-quarters are transferred to Simla at 
great expense to the State. In Bombay the sea-breeze is ever blowing which 
keeps it cool throughout the year. The hill. sanitaria of Métherdn, Mahé- 
baleshvar, Khanddla and others, are also within an easy distance of Bombay. 
Besides, Bombay possesses many other advantages; and if the seat of the 
Supreme Government were here, there would be a considerable saving in the 
present overgrown expenditure, in which retrenchment is so very desirable. 


The Yajddn Parast (51) of the 6th July contains a communication, headed, 
‘¢ Who is this Mahomedan ?—Where is the Police?” 
Requests the police tostop ‘T'he writer states that a Mahomedan, who speuks 
one yor gh scat toon a Marathi, Gujarati and Hindustdéni pretty well, often 
saci ~— vem near preaches to a large crowd near the tramway junction, 
the Money Schoolin Bombay. 1n the neighbourhood of the Money School in 
, Bombay. He does not preach Mahomedanisin, but 
passes criticisms on the acts and measures of Government. The correspondent 
observes that on a particular day this preacher was calumniating the British 
Government. He expressed contempt of Europeans in strong language, and 
reminded the audience of the heavy taxes imposed upon the people. The 
substance of his harangue was, that the natives should unite and drive the 
Europeans out of the country. The most wonderful thing in connection with 
him is, that while he preaches, two or three policemen, and sometimes even 
mounted policemen stand in the crowd, apparently with the object of preserving 
order, but they silently allow him to go on with his seditious talk. How does 
the police allow this man to preach sedition in open daylight to a large crowd 
in a conspicuous place like the Esplanade? If he is not at once made to cease 
his seditious preaching, much mischief might result. The correspondent 
requests the attention of the Police Commiissioner and Government to this 
subject. The Yajdién Parast recommends the above communication to the 
notice of the authorities, and observes that the conduct of this preacher is ver 
dangerous, and he should, therefore, be at once prohibited from preaching. It 
is very strange that the police has taken no notice of him. The Parast cannot 
believe that the police is ignorant of his preaching. Perhaps, there may be 
some secret motive in allowing the man to continue his harangues. 7 


The same, in alluding to Mr. Gladstone’s recent condemnation in Parlia- 
Observes that owing to the ment of the new Press Act, observes that the larger 
new Press Act the larger portion of the vernacular press has, in consequence 


Baar of ws Rese ma of that law, become nof only very timid, but even 
8S Cease orm A. . 
iia, Jagitisnahe. duty, cre, Sees ile to Government. It misrepresents the acts of 


become servile toGovernment, GOVernment in such a way, as to enable it to make 
) flattering comments uponthem. In doing this, it has 
ceased to perform its legitimate duty of passing impartial criticisms on the 
ucts and measures of Government, and of bringing to the knowledge of Gov- 
ernment the opinions entertained by the public. If Government thinks that 
the Press Act has had a good effect in making vernacular papers use sweet 
words, it is greatly mistaken, It is certainly an unfortunate result that 
native newspapers should flatter and please Government, simply through fear 
of the Press Act, and keep it ignorant of many matters, a knowledge of 
which will enable it to gauge publie opinion and derive benefit therefrom. 


The Broach Samdchér (66) of the 3rd a but received on the 7th, states 
€ 


| that at the annual letting of contracts for the sale of 
nests the Collector of toddy and other drinks in the Broach Zilla, certain 
neal wean £9 allow any but persons who have no ability nor intention to purchase 
are pte haloes be the the contracts, make bids for them. This they do 
con- . . ° ee . 
tracts for the sale of toddy, wrap | with the object of ruining some of the bidders 
country spirits and other who have come there with the determination of 
intoxicating substances. buying the contracts. Some of the persons who 
Laie attend at these auctions screw out money from real 
4 N P 12—7 [con 163] 
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~ pidders by observing silence on these occasions. By this plan both the genuine se 
se and Government suffer. It behoves Mr. <2 ; "Ghicalons, to oe a 
these losses. At the next auction sale, which will be held in the current month, be. 
he should not allow bids to be made by any others except those who are rich ee 
enough to buy the contracts, or who had’ previously taken the contracts, or a 
who bave no enmity or dispute with any of the persons who usually buy them. a 


The Dédndio (67) of the 6th July complains that there are neither good | 
Doctors nor medicines of all kinds in the Government 
Prefers several complaints dispensaries in the town of Surat. The supply of 


against soe Ratt me — common medicines is not sufficient, and they are seh 
- hn prescribed sparingly. When a patient wants a Fe 
3 medicine which is not in the dispensary, he is told to a 
purchase it in the market. Under these circumstances, it is no wonder that e 
patients are not soon cured. Again, the Doctors do not attend to the patients eee 
promptly, but keep them waiting for u long time before medicines are given ae 
to them. They also do not answer spar ged midnight calls from the towns- - 
people. The Ddndio hopes Government will remove these complaints. y 
Municipalities. mi 
The Surya Prakash (43) of the 5th July, but received on the 7th, bitterly | 
complains that the Municipality of Surat levies duty 
Requests the Municipality a second time on grass consumed in that town. There : : 
of Surat not to levy duty ® igq prohibition for storing grass in the town, and a 
second time on grass which h b th ) preay “4 
has been stored outside the “2°nce some persons buy grass there, and store it out- ~ 
town. side the town limits. The Municipality levies duty » 
on the article when it is first brought into the town * 
for sale, and again a second time when it is brought by the storer for consumption. & 
This is obvious injustice, and the Corporation ought not to permit it. ; 
The Yajddn Parast (51) of the 6th July states that Mr. Gokaldds Jagamo- , 
handdés, a Member of the Corporation of Bombay, 2a 
Disapproves of the refusal complained a few days ago that some properties have e 
ate — Corporation’ ‘been overassessed, while several others underassessed, ae 
vToome fran house assess, ond moved for the appointment of a committee to ps 
ment has declined of late. enquire into the matter. The motion was not agreed 4 
to at the meeting of the Corporation which was held on a 
Saturday last. This result is unsatisfactory.. The income from house assessment we 
has been gradually declining since 1868, and in 1878 the decrease amounted to ae 
three lacs of rupees. Within the last ten years, a dozen cotton mills and eS 
numerous large and small buildings have been erected in Bombay ; and, hence, cs 
it seems strange that there should be such a large decrease in the income derived a8 
_ from this source. It is very desirable, therefore, to ascertain how the loss has = *— 
arisen—whether from the negligence of the Assessor, or from a depreciation of ie 
house property caused by the poverty of the people. A committee would settle Ba 
this question satisfactorily ; but it is to be regretted that both the Town Council (> ee 
and the Corporation have refused to settle this important question. } a 
Native States. a 
The Gyardt Mitra (45) of the 29th June mentions some charges against = |- 
| the administration of the Jundgad Darbar, and requests _—j ae 
Dar ‘agre bso rane it to answer them. I.—A Kunbi woman having been ai 


charges, if the suspected of committing theft in the village of Khépat © == 
: oe of Mahdl Und, she wan strip of iy clothes nad \ 
beaten in order to make her confess the crime. It is also stated that shewas | (| 
taken in a state of nudity over the whole village. In the same case a sepoy 
was branded with hot iron in several parts of his body, and he died fromthe = | 
injuries. The Faujdér, who is said to have inflicted these punishments, isbeing = a 
Peented in the Sessions Court. The accused is a Nagar, and it wouldbe ~~ 
ter to have him tried by two Judges, of whom one should bea Hinduand «© % 
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‘a Mahomedan. II.—A scuffle took between a sepoy of the Diw4n and 
oy of the Treasurer Shet Ismdl Gangji, in which the former received injuries 
- from which he died. A complaint has been made to the Darbér on this subject, 
- but no notice has been yet taken of it. ILI.—Vakil LAlji Ratanji, who practises 
‘jn the civil court is said to win every case in which he is retained. For this 
- reason he is eagerly sought by suitors. If he accomplishes these wonderful 
feats in consequence of his unsurpassed abilities, there is nothing to be said; 
but if he wins cases by his influence with the Judge, the same ought not to be 
permitted. : : | 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
15th July 1879. 
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For the Week ending 19th July 1879. 
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ities and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 13th July, in discussing the question of 
; minh reductions in the public expenditure, repeats many 
Says or : Fert arguments which have been frequently reported, and 
ach gs my” observes that the finances are in such a disordered 
ree condition, that it will not now do to trifle with the 
situation, but Government should put its shoulders to the wheel and make 
retrenchments, so as to lighten the burden of taxation to an appreciable degree, 
and offer every encouragement for the cultivation of the arts and sciences in 
order to improve the condition of the people. Since the direct assumption of 
the sovereignty of India by the Queen, the affairs of India have been practically 
directed from Bisledi, and the Governor General in Council has become a mere 
channel for carrying out the orders of the Secretary of State. That high 
authority has more to do with the local Governments in India than with the 
Government of India, and that, thereforg, the latter, with its expensive establish- 
ments, may be abolished. This plan was advocated about twenty-five years 
ago by so eminent a statesman as Mr. Bright, and since then the connection of 
India and England by telegraph and the establishment of rapid communication 
by steam, has rendered his proposal in every way desirable and feasible. It 
must also not be forgotten that the Government of India, instead of facilitating 
correspondence, is rather a hindrance te it, and its continuance is, therefore, 
unnecessary. For these reasons, it is to be hoped that Lord Lytton will 
signalize his administration by suggesting the abolition of the Supreme Govern- 
ment, and for this act of patriotism, the natives of India will feel deeply 
grateful to him. 


The same gives the substance of an article in the Bengal Magazine on the 
want of social intercourse between Europeans and. 
Says that it is the fault of natives, and remarks that although the former are the 
Europeans that social inter- conquerors and the latter the conquered, yet it does 
course does not exist between ; é . 
Re ad anit not become Englishmen to treat natives with contempt. 
It is really amazing to assert, as Englishmen often do, 
that they are the superior of natives in knowledge and intellect. When the 
former were in a semi-savage state, the latter were writing works which have 
been the admiration of the world, and even now the learned in Europe do not, 
by any means, think meanly of native learning. It is said that there cannot be 
any intimacy between Europeans and natives so long as the latter will not give 
up their caste prejudices, and keep: their women in a state of slavery and 
ignorance. ‘To this it is sufficient to reply that as a matter of fact those natives 
who have given up their religion and easte are not freely admitted by Europeans 
into their society, and besides, every one knows what lamentable results have 
happened from the freedom which women in Europe enjoy. Again, it is urged 
that natives are wanting in manliness and self-respect, and that the absence of 
these qualities renders them unfit to associate with Europeans. This argument 
18 hardly worth considering, since Rajputs, Sikhs and Mardthas are well known 
for their courage, and this fact is admitted even by Europeans themselves. The 
flattery of those in power is a vice common to all natives, and unless this evil is 
eradicated, they can never be considered fit to mix with English gentlemen on 
equal terms. This charge is undoubtedly true, but then if must be remembered 
that the natives are a conquered race, and that since all the authority in India 
18 Concentrated in the hands of Europeans, advancement in the public service 
cannot be obtained in any other way. Every one knows how the English 
themselves behaved dinette Native Princes before their 6wn power was firmly 
itt ese in this country. Even so recently as twelve years ago, when Mr. 
Shreien yn Roychund was in the height of his glory, his house used to be 
esleged by hig European officials, and this fact is well known to all. There 
Are various reasons why social intercourse does not spring up between Europeans 
and natives. In the first place Europeans treat natives with contempt, and 
_ besides, the latter are not able to defend themselves on account. of their degraded - 
_ position, Moreover, the present mode of administering Government, and the 
excessive taxation which it causes, prevents the springing up of good feeling 


eas between the governors and the governed. In conclusion, the writer asserts 


that formerly Europeans treated natives with respect, because they had need of — 


their services, which is now no longer the case. This is not as it should be. 
Europeans should remember that natives are human beings like themselves, and 
that unless they are treated as such, it is absurd to expect good feeling to spring 
up between them. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 14th July, in discussing the question of the 
reduction of expenditure, says that if it be true, as 
Indicates how 6 gppan recently plated in the Times of India, that it is 
ree. § a mane Pe” intended to abolish one of the Revenue Commissioner- 
ae ) ships, the measure will in every way be for the benefit 
of the country. There are also many other departments in which retrenchments 
can be carried out. For instance, in the Registration Department the income is 
only slightly in excess of the expenditure, and Government does not derive any 
profit from it, and that, therefore, in the public interests it is desirable to do 
away with it altogether. If this proposal is not acceptable to Government, it 
is suggested that the office of Registrar General might at least be abolished, and 
that the work which is now done by him might be delegated to the Collectors 
or Judges of Districts. A considerable saving will be made in this way. In 
the local High Court there is not enough work for eight Judges, and the 
state of the business is sometimes such that if they absented themselves for a 
week, no inconvenience will be felt. Their number might, therefore, be as well 
reduced. ? 


The same says that the work in the District Court of Poona has of late so 
much falllen off, that the Judge has not enough to do 
Recommends that the in the way of hearing appeals or doing any ordinary 
Assistant Judge at Poona work. It was, therefore, once suggested that the work 
may be employed elsewhere, , d : . 
or his office abolished alto. Of hearing appeals from the territory of His Highness 
gether. the Punt Suchew of Bhor, which is at present done by 
the Political Agent of Sdtdra, may be entrusted to our 
District Judge. This suggestion has, it appears, not met with approval. Onthe 
contrary, Government has appointed an Assistant Judge. There are at present 
25 to 30 appeals on the file. Of these a few were received during the last 
month ; but it will be sometime before they are ripe for hearing. Meanwhile 
the Assistant Judge has no work. He has only to sit at ease and draw his salary. 
It is true that owing to the dacoities, the work of the Sessions Judge has 
somewhat increased ; but in connection with it the Assistant has nothing to do. 
The Sessions Judge alone is occupied for seven or eight days from first Monday 
in every month. It will be a year before appeals from the Subordinate Judge 
of Poona will be filed on account of the destruction of the records of his office, 
and even with this work the District Judge will not have enough to do. The 
‘writer, therefore, suggests that the Assistant may be transferred to Thdna or 
Ahmednagar where there are arrears to be worked off. If his services are -not 
required any where, the appointment may be abolished altogether. 


The same of the 17th July, in its local news, states that a boy of the Kunbi 


caste, resident of Vadgaon, was beaten at Withulwady 
by the police on the 16th instant, and it is reported 
that there was no adequate cause for the treatment to 
which he ‘was subjected. The boy in question has 


States that a certain Kunbi 
boy was ill-treated by the 
police. 


filed a complaint before Dr. Fraser, and it is rumoured that he is now lying in - 


the hospit . This conduct of the police is perfectly unjustifiable, and reflects 
discredit on them, ifthe above statement be true. The writer hopes that Major 
Daniell will be good enough to enquire into the truth of the above allegations, 
and prevent the occurrence of such cases in future. 


- The Mahérashtra Mitra (5) of the 10th July, in its local news, states that in 
Wie his a . the Sdtdra Addlat the monies which are received from 
received from suitors in th, SUitors for furnishing copies to them of judgments 
Sitéra Adilat for furnishing ®nd other documents are not properly credited in the 
* them copies of judgments office accounts, and itis suspected that they have been 
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 gnd other documents are not misa riated. We are not in a position to vouch 
properly credited inthe office ¢,,) the correctness of this faecal, Wot if it be true, 
pea | the Record-keeper and the Clerk of the Court should 
immediately set.about to look into the matter. If such laxity is allowed to 
prevail at the head-quarters of a district, it,will be no wonder if the state of 
things is worse in the lower courts. Besides, such loose practice does injury 
to poor suitors. It is, therefore, to be hoped that measures will soon be adopted 
to put an end to this practice. ) 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 13th July, in an article on Forest Conservancy, 

ro he that if Government were to adopt the polic 

States how the area occu- which was adopted many years ago, the object whic 
pied by a wad ing it has in view of increasing the area of forests would 
A “the yy 2 tap be easily accomplished. It was once the rule to 
population may be improved. allow people to fell trees; but then this permission 
was never granted until the person applying for the 
order was able to show that he had Seiten two other trees like the one which 
he was going toeut. This plan will be extremely beneficial both to Govern- 
ment and its subjects, and besides, it will enable the former to dispense with the 
present expensive establishments which are required to preserve forests and 
increase their area. Government is doing its utmost to improve the present 
wretched condition of the agricultural population, and we, therefore, earnestly 
hope that the suggestion here made will be earried out, as it is one which is 

intended for the benefit of the people. 


The Nydya Sindhu (14) of the 14th July, in its local news, states that the 
clerks in the office of the Collector of Ahmednagar 
have to attend office from nine in the morning till 
nine or ten at night, so that these poor creatures are 
made to work for twelve or thirteen consecutive hours. 
This is too much for them, and it is very likely that some may fall sick on 
account of the heavy labor to which they are subjected. It is to be hoped 
that the authorities will take pity on them, and lighten their work. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 11th July, but received on the 14th, alludes to the 
letter of Dr. Wilson to Lord Northbrook on the 

Comments on Dr. Wilson’s subject of the feeling of the Maratha people towards 
meg! eh ote go gee es the British Government, and observes that it is very 
stele: towards the British strange that the English people, when discussing the 
Government. doings of the Maratha Bréhmans, should not take into 
consideration the immense resourees of the British 

Government. If the British power rested on a tenure similar to that of the 
Rajas of Satara, there might be some ground for apprehension; but it may be 
safely advanced that if all the kingdoms which existed during the times of the 
Rajas of Satara, existed now in India, their combined power would be no match 
whatever for the powerful English Government. Our rulers connot be unaware 
of this fact which is patent to all. If, therefore, the superiority of the British 
Government to all the native governments in its justice and might be undoubted, 
it is absurd for men like Dr. Wilson to imagine all kinds of dangers fromm such 
Insignificant creatures like Mardtha Brdéhmans. In conclusion, the writer 
expresses his astonishment that an Englishman who had passed 45 years of his 
life in India should have failed to understand the native character, and suggests 


Says that the clerks in the 
office of the Collector of 
Ahmednagar are overworked. 


that some remedies might be proposed by which the governors and the governed - 


may come to know their mutual character thoroughly. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 18th July, in referring to, the labors 

6 of the Commisson for the destruction of rats, observes 

) phere ves that the means that the means suggested do not appear to be effi- 
Suggested by the Commis- ‘: : . 

sion for the destruction of Client enough to accomplish the desired object. The 

rats are not likely to prove purport of the Commission’s recommendations is th 


effectnal, d mak ~ ; 
mite e  the zat should be destroyed by men and animal 


There is nothing out of the ordinary in these sug- 
gestions. The rats have appeared in very large numbers. Thousands of!them 


Are to be found in every field, concealed in deep crooked holes, and it is almost, 
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possible to extirpate them. Their progeny also multiplies very rapidly, and 
she rate of increase of their number is faokes foes the a of thet qeaveeaas. 
Again, many Hindus consider it a sin to destroy life, and the ignorant classes 
in the Deccan believe that the persons who died from starvation in the recent 
famines have appeared in the shape of these rats; and hence, they hesitate to 
kill them. Both the Government and the public are well aware of these facts. 
Even the remedies suggested would prove somewhat effective, if men were 
specially employed by Government for their destruction. But the Government 
Rasolnion only advises Collectors and other officials to induce the rural popula- 
tion to carry out the suggestions; and hence, there is little probability of their 
being adopted so as to accomplish the desired end. The Commission has 
alsu advised the administration of poison to these destructive creatures, The 
Government Resolution does not mention the mode recommended by the 
Commission. But if it be of the usual nature of mixing a poisonous drug with 
some article of food, and laying it in different parts of a field, there arises 
the fear of children and cattle being accidentally isoned thereby, or of its 
producing a bad effect upon the cultivation itself. The Samdchér then makes 
a suggestion of its own. It says that a large number of rats can be easil 
killed by a small number of men, if some poisonous gas is discovered whic 
can destroy them. Such a process would be able to destroy all the rats which 
have appeared in the Deccan in the course of a week or two. Of the many 
bean and able chemists who are in the service of Government, there must 
certainly be some who can prepare such a gas. It, therefore, behoves Government 
to ask them at once to find out the remedy. : 


The Jame Jamsed (47) of a gy J wy. in rey ee the _—— of the new 
Bank of Bombay for the half-year ending 30th June 
hac cps sy Anggdicon Bank a last, observes that the Bank's sadineanian Ae for this 
Bombay for the half-year period has been satisfactory as usual. The Bank has, 
ending 30th June last, was however, suffered a loss of four and a half lacs of 
statactoey. | rupees, but this is the first time when such a 
misfortune has befallen it. hen money was advanced by the Bank to the 
Firms, by the failure of which it has suffered this loss, their credit was con- 
sidered in the market as very good, and there was no probability whatever of 
their stopping payment. Their bankruptcy, however, should make the Bank 
much more cautious in future in giving credits. That this Bank should have 
been able to pay eight per cent. to its shareholders at a time when trade was 
considerably depressed, and a want of confidence prevailed in the money market, 
speaks highly of the Bank’s management ; and the great amount of business 
transasted proves that it enjoys the confidence of the public. | 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 18th July, in noticing the account of the new 
Bank of Bombay for the half-year ending 30th June 
Pic “veka Mokinapiy ofthe ast, observes that it is true that the Bank has made a 
Deahéis @anead mbay for the Lrofit of about six and a half lacs of rupees in the half 
caused by the failures PTONS | . ée 
of Messrs. Nicol and Co. and year in which there has been a famine, mercantile 
er ae pepsse — — failures, o~ a a 7 oe. eney ch But in 
” congratulating the Bank on the success of its manage- 
semen Bank's er went it ought not to be forgotten that within the 
same period the Bank has suffered a loss of about 44 lacs, and which is entirely 
attributable to the negligence of the Directors. The failures of Messrs. Nicol 
and Co., Finlay Scott and Co., and Nursey Kessowji have caused this loss, and 
& member of each of the three Firms was on the Bank’s Board. Thus, those who 
ad the management of the Bank gave large credits to some among themselves, 
and inflicted a loss on the concern. This is certainly an unsatisfactory way 
of doing business, which ought not to be allowed in future. Again, the Directors 
had calculated in the account for the preceding half-year, that the lossto the - 
Bank from the failures of Messrs. Nicol and Co, and Nursey Kesowji would 
‘mount to about a lac and a half; but they now declare that it actually amounts to 
lacs, When nothing important seems to have happened in the last peut hd 
to increase the first estimate, it would be no wonder if people hesitate to believe 
that the loss as now mentioned by the Directors is correctly represented. In 
Conclusion, the Rdst Goftér hopes that the shareholders of the Bank will at 
8m P19—7 [con 168] 


their next meeting take care to exclude in future speculators from. the Bank’s 
The same observes that the case of libel against the Editor of the Broach ‘a 

_ Samdchér (66) newspaper shows how strong measures ra, 

Censures Mr. Prénlél are adopted by mofussil officers, and the helplessness 5 ae 


gireaiy meg ot ik of the native press to withstand them. After mention- a 
ay cnnecessarily adopting ing the nature of the libel published against the a 
strong measures in the case J])4rogha of the liquor still at Broach, and after alluding me. 
of libel ap bo ag to the subsequent retractation, the Rést Goftdér remarks ae 
i “Mr (8) that two months after the publication and one month : i. 
as Poy after retractation not merely a summons but a warrant an 
was issued for the apprehension of the Editor by r. Prénlél Matharddas, the eat 
Huzir Deputy Collector, before whom the complaint was laid. On the Editor Sa 
‘being placed before him in virtue of that warrant, the Deputy Collector tee 


intimated that the case would be at once proceeded with. The accused begged 
two days’ postponement, as his Vakil who was at Surat could not come earlier. 


The request was disallowed, and after half an hour’s postponement the case was a 
septieinted with, and the accused was committed to the Sessions for trial. By. 
Considering the weak nature of the libel and its retractation on two occasions aa 
by the accused, and the delay of two months made by the complainant himself - 
in proceeding with the case, there was hardly any reason for apprehending the | 


accused on a warrant, and for going on at once with the case in the 
absence of his Vakil. Itis true that the Broach Samdchdr has a wretched rn 
appearance, nor is the appearance of its Editor any better. But on the other a 
hand the complainant is not so great a personage that such strong measures : 
should have been taken. 


The Yajddén Parast (51) of the 13th July observes that the suspicion of 
disloyalty raised by the Poona conflagrations and the Bis 
Observes that the suspicion Deccan dacoities against the natives of Mahdrashtra ae 


of disloyalty entertained by does not seem to be yet removed. A deputation of ——— 
Government against the 4 


natives of Mahérashtra does the Sabha waited upon His Excellency the day before ‘ 
not seem to be yet removed. yesterday; and the reply to it was that His Excellency a 
ad great confidence in the loyalty of the people, <i 
especially of the higher classes. This reply leads to the conclusion that there . 
are some disloyal persons among the people. And it is no wonder if His ae 
Excellency himself draws such a conclusion. Though the absence of secret on 
incitement to the Deccan dacoits has been several times asserted, it is impos- ae 


. sible that ignorant and stupid people should rise against Government without 
incitement to that effect. Hence; Government does not blindly confide in the 
loyalty of the natives. Sir Richard himself once said that there was a trouble- 
some element in India which might suddenly break out, and that the British oe 
Government was aware of it, and was ready to put it down. Many natives also ia 
believe and speak out that itis not without ground that the British Government, a 


_ though confiding in the loyalty of the natives, entertains some suspicion of their 
disloyalty which has been confirmed by the Deccan dacoities. 


A correspondent of the same, in alluding to the communication and the ae 
remarks of the Editor thereon which appeared in its | a 
Mentions a popular report last issue regarding the Mahomedan preacher who is ie 


Bombay ae a BF sn Bs said to make seditious speeches on the Esplanade near a 
Mahomedan preacher from the Money School in Bombay, observes that many - ee 
talking sedition. persons say that the police have put him up since Soe 
| the recent fires in Poona and dacoities in the ee a 


to detect disloyal natives, and that the policemen who are present at his haran- a 
gues keep their eye upon persons among the audience who are excited by, or | 
who highly approve of his seditious preaching. These reasons agree well with a 
the inattention shown by the police to his seditious ravings. The thinking Vee 
portion of the people, however, cannot understand why the police allow him to 
peeren sedition, if they have no such object in view. Since the police have allowed 
im to go on with his seditious harangues for a long time, the writer suspects Ren 
that the above conjectures are true. Ifthey are not, the authorities should © + @ 
remove the suspicion from the public mind. Many times the public gives wrong os 
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construction to the acts of the police; and if the above version be of a sit ee 
nature, a correct ORO of the matter will exculpate them from all = 
blame. (The Nydya Prakdsh (64) of the 14th July, in aT the ower ‘a 
seditious preaching of the Mahomedan, wonders how the police of Bombay has 
remained ignorant of the harangues of this man who speaks against Govern- 

ment. The writer hopes Government will take due notice of this matter.) 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the 13th July thinks that Government has not 
acted generously towards the Municipality of Bombay 
Disapproves of the refusal jn refusing to present it with a piece of land for 
of the a building an office. The Government has, however, 
{anicipality to crect @ build. informed the Corporation that the plot of vacant 
ing upon it for its office. ety between the Crawford Market and the Gokuldas 
ejpél Hospital will be presented for erecting a 
building for the police, and on the top floor of that building accommodation for 
the Municipal office may be made. But the proposed site is not to be granted 
until the Corporation eollects sufficient money to erect the building for the 
police, which it will not be able todo fora long time. This conduct of 
Government must make the people of Bombay regret its action. The Mitra 
then advises the Corporation to purehase a piece of land and erect an edifice 
upon it, and thereby remove the inconvenience which the Corporation has been 
long suffering from its office being located in a hired building. 


an 
a 4 


The Samsher Bahddur (55) of the 16th July states that many persons say 


that the Assessors of the License-tax have been ordered 
Requests Government to hy Government to realize a certain amount of movey 
re-place the license-lax by Pre 6B . A Pa TM I: 
pit sg sae Be ta within their respective jurisdictions, and, consequently, 
they are obliged to assess persons in excess of their 
incomes, in order to bring up the total to the specified amount. Again, in order 
to lessen the number of appeals against overassessment, the appellate authorities 
have been desired either to increase the assessment imposed on the appellant, or 
dismiss the appeal for some reason or other. The Samsher itself does not 
believe in these rumours, and thinks that they have been circulated by idle 
persons. But they prejudice the public mind against Government for nothing, 
and ought to be contradicted. prapaley some old officers have given rise 
to these rumours by overassessing people in their eagerness to realize large 
amounts, and in the hope of earning credit for themselves. Whether it is so 
or not, it behoves Government to take some measures to remove the false 
jmpression. ‘This result will be gained by issuing instructions to the Assessors 
to be very careful in their work, and by ordering the appellate authorities to 
hear appeals and dispense justice patiently. The Samsher can realize to itself 
the difficulty of the work of assessment, The Assessors cannot be expected to 
be conversant with the incomes of all persons whom they are required to 
assess, and must depend for the requisite information on strangers. But those 
who,furnish it are not generally good men, and for several reasons make wrong 
statements. Under these circumstances the best course for Government is to 
abolish the tax in its present direct form, and levy it indirectly. 


Municipalities. 


The Satya Mitra (60) of the 13th July, in alluding to the proposition 
| dg, forward in the Town Council of Bombay by 


Chearren that the rate- Mfr. earry a Nowroji Bandji, that the Municipal 
aris g Bara ola taxes should be levied from the owner of a building 
tatives for increasing Fa bur. erected on a leasehold land, as well as from the 


den of Municipal taxation. | proprietor of that land, and tothe discussion whicharose 
in regard to this proposition, observes that for some — 
time past the Municipality has been increasing taxes and fees, and that, therefore, — 
the rate-payers have been expecting that their representatives would advance 
good reasons for their conduct. But the popular delegates, particularly the 
native members of the Corporation, do not appear to ae done anything of —— 
the kind. On the contrary, they frequently find excuses for increasing the = ~~ 
a Municipal expenditure, and for imposing new taxes or fees on the already = § § ¥ 
3 *8P19—7 [con 168] = te al 
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o heavily burdened rate-payers. _ The latest instance of the kind is Mr. Mancherji ee 
_ Bandji's proposition abovementioned. With this conduct oftheir representatives = ~~ 
_ the rate-payers are extremely dissatisfied. 3 a 
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Railways.. 


A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 13th July states that the 

: authorities of the B. B. & C. 1. Railway call for tenders 

ogy 9p eg hegre er for contracts by simply sticking up notices to that ae 
rig effect on the particular railway station or stationsto © - % 


- 
-_— 


to be given by the B. B. & 
O. I. Railway should be pub- which the contracts appertain. Very few persons 
lished in local newspapers look at these notices, as the generality of the people §g#§ “| 
and in conspicuous parts of who go to the stations are in a hurry to transact the <a 
the towns on the railway line. ‘ : ee 
| particular business for which they have gone there. <a 

Sometimes the notices are stuck up in places which are not frequented by the 
public. The writer mentions a case in point. He says that he and several 
others were anxioug to see the notice calling for a tender for the contract ee 
to buy the grass growing on the line between Bulsér and Navsdri, but could . 
not find it; and yet the contract has been given away. He, therefore, ee 
suggests that the notices should: be given ta Teal papers and stuck up in 

conspicuous parts of the towns on the line. This mode of advertisement, the ae 
writer believes, will be beneficial to the Company as well as the public. The a 

Guardt Mitra recommends the above suggestion to the favorable notice of ee 


the Railway authorities, and ofthe Secretary to Government in the Railway 
Department. 


The Broach Saméchdr (66) of the 17th July, in alluding to the railway 
hevtiats ee BB and bri ge on the Narbada at Broach having frequently 
C. I. Railway Company to §1Ven way in the great floods which op ig ees 
examine the bridge on the monsoon, requests the authorities of the B. B. an Mt 
Narbada at Broach, and (, I. Railway to be careful in taking the trains over ae 
- ated itself about its being it, The bridge now in use fell down two years ago | ae 
ghly sound. : a 
es and was repaired. Though a great flood has not yet ea: 

come, there is a likelihood of its coming soon; and, hence, there is a fear that hee 
the repaired bridge might not withstand its force. It behoves the Railway car 
eo Bl therefore, to examine the bridge and satisfy themselves about its ae 
strength. : | So 


aes G. W. KURKARAY, eee 
New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. a 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
22nd July 1879. 
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NATIVE PAPERS 
or the Week ending 26th July 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


ANGLO-MARA'THI. 

The Indu PrakAsh .......ssessssseseeeeeve| BOMbAY ....c000000. 
pe CRAMAVO ONION ocaseusocccnddbsirynsens|, 20>... «ardewdoaces 
yp  Dnryhat Prakash . .....0cidscceyeseeeg4] EOOMM ccccccccerenses 
sp OR PIIGD cc cccsunaesscovghdscdgsditaver SARR- sod scesovoect. 
» Mah4rashtra Mitra ........cescsevese| DAUATAsccccccceveeses 
oy MOOG EUCDAROR oh. cccaddovcdeitatbedl, 2004 _ cocenccosans 
» DnyGn Chakabw.........0ddeccsovergess]  OODB ¢ceceesescecens 
oo DRPRNOMATS. ......000009uidesedsnitioer| BOMDBY «00.00.0086 
so MONI, TRON 5. cass cbopetdesaiinsoids | S OOUB cis scence cesycs 

Subodha Patrik& ......sesesseeseeeees] DOMDAY .......0000% 


MARATHI. 
Tie SRN vii cise caiisigid sao SavEaa RA AOI ones neveeeci 
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Belgaum Samfchér ................«+| Belgaum............ 
NySya Sindhu ........+...cssseseeee0e| Almednagar ...... 
SO SCH AK... ....052.ccccskvecctdan! MUATR cnc ecceenses: 
TR BIDAEAI 6.00.0 .cccenessssiesceassethec| OOIGDUE - cesscesss 
Khéndesh Waibhaw ...........:0+| Dhulia .......000. 
Satya Sadan ....scecesscsseceseerees saceresacoos 
Nésik Writta ...:.0cc...scscccccseseres] NGSIK sesceeee cone. 
SEIN © 664 bcodoescogeiysannidies-AAMMOONL coo pe rnee ons 
Satya Shodhak ... «....cccsscesvseeees] POtNSQITI ........, 
SER Metin sss Hcvedsserteckcisatol RUMMINN's+<<seesnonenns 
Dhérwar Writta .....csesseessseseees| DBAPWAE......00000s 
Nagar Samfchér  .....sccccssessevees Ahmednagar pape 
Shiw4ji bocadedscescocvecngunestdstsukus st INC bin thusaheuss eee 
Swadesh Mitra ......ssecsessseeeeeeee-| Bombay ait Tri-weekly... 
Sanmfrg Darshak .........0s+sseseeee Mudhol ap nsnanciiye’ Weekly 
| Dnyfén Sfigar .....,s00.sseseseeeeeseeeee] KolhSpur ...e0...1 Do, 
Pandhari Writta .........eseseessss:-| Pandharpur ......| 
Vengurla Writta ....csseteseeeeen-| Venguria sj... 
Din Bandhu ...scccsccergseseeveersesss Poonaereesseee sere, 
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Politics and the Public Administration: 


The Native Opinion 2) of the 20th July gives the principal provisions of 
ee the Deccan Ryots Relief Bill recently introduced into 

xe pa Bill the - the Legislative Council of the Governor General, and 
wang cs remarks that, with the exception of the alteration in 
the period of limitation, it is doubtful whether the other changes in the law will 
in any way conduce to the a eat ar of the or population. We 
do not assert that the sowkdrs have had nothing to do with the impoverishment 
of the ryots, but we are certain that one result of this Bill will be that they will 
lose their credit, and will fail to obtain petuniary assistance at the most critical 
time. Besides, there is much probability of frauds being PRR 3° 7 by investing 
village patels with judicial authority, and this will’ be acknowledged by every 
one who has come in contact. with the agricultural population. It very seldom 
happens that defaulting ryots who have had no effects have ever been put into 
jail; but under the new law debtors will lose all fear on this score, and it will 
have a prejudicial effect in their dealings with their creditors. The introduction 
of the insolvency law in the Mofussil will not do any good, since the bulk of the 
agricultural population is already in that condition. The writer reserves his 
remarks for future issues, as the Bill is to undergo further discussion in Council. 


The same gives a short account of the career of Réo Bahddur Kero Lakshu- 
man Chhatre, the late Professor of Mathematics in the 
Complains that European Deccan College, and says that the acknowledgment 
Professors do not associate f hi . ie’ @ t . 1 A ] 
with their pupil. of his services by Government must be extremely 
gratifying to the whole Hindu community, and to 
the Bréhman section in particular. We have learnt from the most authentic 
source that there was no truth in the rumour, which a short time ago gained 
eurrency, that the Professor did not resign of his own free will, and the recently 
published laudatory Resolution of Government relating to him lends strength 
to the correctness of our information. Professor Chhatre associated with his 
pupils, and hence was very popular with them. This is unfortunately not the 
ease with the European Professors, who, it is reported, do not even know the 
names of the students who attend their classes. This is a serious defect in our 
educational system. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 16th July, but received on the 21st, rejoices 
nat at the introduction of postal cards, and says that the 
Vere that postal cards ~yblic will be very much benefited by them. It is, 
ot kept for sale at the 
Sétéra Post Office. owever, to be regretted that they are not to be had 
at the Satara Post Office. Perhaps the vendors are 
not allowed the usual commission, and hence they do not care to keep them for 
sale. The people are thus put to much inconvenience. It is to be hoped that 
the authorities concerned will take measures to see that postal cards are for 
sale at every Post Office, and in sufficient quantity. 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 20th July, in discussing the question of reduc. 
tions in the public expenditure, says that the former 
conquerors of India enriched themselves in- this 
country and went away laden with wealth. The 
Hindu sovereigns who reigned in India before the 
advent of Mahomedans used to take one-sixth part of the produce of land from 
their subjects, and the Mahomedans increased this portion to one-fourth. Our 
English rulers, however, setting aside these precedents, take one-half of the 
total yield of the soil, and although their revenue is vastly greater than that of 

eir predecessors, they are yet in urgent need ofmoney. Is not this an extra- 
ordinary state of things? India is at present in such an impoverished condition | 
that she is not only not able to pay the annual interest on her debt, but is — 
actually obliged to have recourse to loans in order to meet the current expenses _ 
of the empire, None of the former sovereigns of India possessed that tact and — 
judgment for extractin money from their subjects which our English rulers do, 
and yet they never lacked money. The reason of this extraordinary difference — 
1s to be found in the fact that they did not employ such a large army of public | 
Servants as our English governors, and besides, their emoluments’ were not on 
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the same extravagant scale. For instance, in the revenue department the 
officials with whom the subjects came in contact were the Patel, the Mamlatdar, 


he Divan, and lastly, the sovereign, and this simple system enabled the ryots 
| Ca : pr 4 Now the case is aiiiewries under the English s i 


- Here we have a number of useless departments, and a host of officials, who are 
‘not required. Besides, their allowances are settled on an extravagant scale, and 
the numberless authorities, which intervene between the subjects and their 
sovereign, render it no easy matter for the former to obtain redress for their 
grievances. Ifthe present extravagance in the public departments is allowed 
to continue, the income of all the inhabitants of India as well as their effects 
will not suffice to meet the public charges. In conclusion, the writer requests 
Government to cut down expenditure by doing away with useless European 
agency, and by substituting cheaper native agency for it. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 20th July reports that Major Daniell, the Police 
Superintendent of Poona, mad@ a sudden descent on 
Regrets that the police Inddpur, and searthed the house of Gopal Nursinv 
should have a sn hg Deshpande, a well known and respectable inhabitant 
house haépur. «OO that town. It is stated that all his books and 
e papers were seized and carried away, although every 
thing else in the house remained untouched. The writer regrets that such a 
misfortune should have befallen Mr. Deshpande, who, during the recent famines, 
devoted his entire time and energies to the alleviation of distress. It would be 
difficult to find a more loyal and philanthrophic gentleman than him, and hence 
the indignity to which he was subjected is the more unaccountable. The writer 
hopes that those false and designing persons who may have set the police to 
search the house of this gentleman, will be brought to condign punishment. 


The Hitechchhu (20) of the 13th July, but received on the 21st, publishes 

a letter from a girl in the girl school at Bagalkote, in 

Complains that girls of which it is stated that girls of dancing women are 

~— pear yrar spay seg ae admitted into that school, and that the master pays 

ee — special attention to their teaching, The admission of 

girls of this class into schools, where children of 

respectable parents attend, is prohibited by Government, and the master cannot 

be unaware of the orders on the subject. It is to be hoped that the Deputy 

Educational Inspector of the Kalédgi Sub-Division will see that the present 
practice in this school is not continued, 


The Sutya Shodhak (21) of the 13th July reports that the duty on cocoanut 
trees, from which a certain kind of juice is extracted, 
has been raised to three rupees per each tree. This 
charge is so exorbitant that it will hardly leave any 
_ profit to those who live by selling the liquor drawn from this tree. At one 
time the tax was only at the rate of eight annas per each tree, and it has been 
gradually increased up to the present level. The Bhandéris who make their 
living by trading in this liquor are already in a wretched condition, and the 
_ enhancement of the duty in question will:immensely aggravate the difficulties 

of their position. At one time they used to earn their livelihood by the ship- 
ping trade and the trade in fish ; but unfortunately both these trades are in a 
depressed condition. Sailing ships are not now in demand on account of the 
superior facilities afforded by steamers, and the trade in fish is languishing on 
account of the dearness of salt. Under these circumstances the Bhandéris had 
only the liquor trade left by which to make their living, and even from this 
source the profits are now almost nil. It is to be hoped, therefore, that Govern- 


ment will relieve this class from the additional burden which has just been 
thrown on them. - ; 


The same, in its issue of the 20th J uly, reports from the statement of a 
Complains tha correspondent that persons crossing and re-crossing the 
croing and re-orsening ‘the Kalbddevi Creek in the Ratndgiri Collectorate by the 
ilbidevi Creek are now ferry boat are now charged the same fare for each 
pauses wessmo fareforeach passage which formerly they paid for both. If this 
Paid for both ’Y = information be correct, the enhancement of the-charge 
is most ill-judged and ill-timed. Farmers who have 
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homes on one side of the Creek and fields on the other, have often to go back- 
wards and forwards for work, and these people will suffer much by the increased 
rate. At one time they were altogether exempt from payment for crossing and 


re-crossing, and subsequently they were c one fare for both » but 
the present enhancement will ond them. a5 writer also oe ey the 
separate ferry boat which was maintained to carry passengers to Mira has been 
discontinued, and says that this step has caused much inconvenience. It is to 


be hoped that the authorities concerned will adopt measures to remove the 
inconveniences complained of. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 18th July, but received on the 21st, alludes, with 


satisfaction, to the efforts already made to reduce 
. Makes guar oa ble expenditure, and rejoices that the Indian Museum in 
tree a pe London has been done away with, and that it is 
# intended to abolish the Coopgr’s Hill College. The 
latter measure, if carried out, may be considered as a modicum of justice meted 
out to natives to undo the injustice which was perpetrated by the abolition of 
the import duty on cotton goods. Steps should also be taken to reduce the 
number of Civil Servants who are every year sent from England. There is also 
much scope for making retrenchments in India itself. For instance, the abolition 
of the third Revenue Commissionership which was sanctioned as a tempo 
measure will result in a saving of halfalac of rupees. Similarly, ifthe salaries of 
the Governors of Madras and Bombay were reduced by one-fourth, the saving 
will amount to sixty thousand rupees. Again, the addition of a Member to the 
Executive Council of the Governor General in charge of the Public Works 
Department was made against the wishes of Lord Northbrook, and the utilit 
of the appointment was doubted generally. Its continuance, therefore, is 
undesirable, and it may be abolished on the retirement of the present incumbent. 
The rage for reductions has at present abated a little, but it 1s to be hoped that 


our Government will not stop this good work until its task has been fully 
accomplished. 


The Gwardt Mitra (45) of the 20th July observes that of late there has 


been an increase in the number of murders committed 


Suggests that murderersin. in the Surat District. The cause of this appears to 
the Surat District should be 


queued aa Gas tne’ ‘sthere be that the rural population has no opportunity of 
Sin exlanh Stik ecieaaiiaa. witnessing executions, as the sentence is carried out in 

the chief town of the district. EExperiénce shows that 
the execution of a murderer in the presence of ignorant rustics produces a 
deterrent effect on their minds, Some years ago a murderer was executed in 


a village of the Balsér Tdluka, and this event produced such a good effect that — 


the taluka remained for a long time free from crimes of a serious nature. The 


_ Mitra, therefore, suggests that murderers in the Surat District, when sentenced 
_ to death, should be hanged on the spot where the crime was committed. 


The same remarks that the public roads of each district are repaired from 


the proceeds of the Local Funds; but unfortunately 

eqeente the Local Fund gome remain unrepaired in consequence of the negli- 
Dace'o é nicht nes gence of the district authorities. In support of the 
ead between thar he of above assertion, the Mitra states that the public road. 
Walod and Bajipara. from Walod to Bajipara becomes dangerous for use in 
the rains, as no repairs are done to it. It ought to be 

metalled; but if this cannot be done at present, such portions of it as are 
dangerous, — to be repaired. The Mitra hopes that the Local Fund 


authorities will adopt the above suggestion, and remove the inconvenience 
experienced by passengers. ae 


The same is sorry that though it is only two months since the Government 

. ) of India issued a circular for giving high places in 

ot premnes its disapproval the uncovenanted service to natives, yet its provisions 

Forrest he gre yd p po * have been disregarded in the ned of a Professor. 
beep e- ° ; ) | 

matics in the Deccan College. Ship in the Deccan College. Rdéo Bahadur. Kero 

_ Lakshuman Chhatre retired the other day, and his 
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place has been gs to Mr, Forrest. This appointment is objectionable in two 
Pp 


ways. In the lace, it transgresses the orders of the Supreme Govern- 
neat: Mr. Forrest has not been appointed by the of State to the 
Professorship. He was appointed Head Master of the Surat High School b 


that authority in 1873. the second place, as observed by the Indu Prakdsh, 


(1) Mr. Kurkaray, the age Reporter on the Native , had superior 
claims to the post than Mr. Forrest. Mr. Kurkaray joined the Educational 
Department long before Mr. Forrest, and besides, performed the duties of 
an Educational Inspector and Professor of Mathematics. Had the vacant 
Professorship been conferred upon Mr. Kurkaray, his long services would have 
been rewarded, and, at the same time, the orders of the Supreme Government 
alluded to above would have been respected. The improper disposal of the 
vacancy gives cause to say that Government issues imposing circular orders in 
the case of natives, and gives promises which it does not care to fulfil. The 
Indu Prakdésh justly finds fault with Sir Richard Temple for making Mr. 
Forrest’s appointment, as the Director of Public Instruction recommended that 
either Mr. Kurkaray should be appointed to the vacancy, or that a high Wrangler 
should be obtained from the University of Cambridge. (The Nydya Prakdsh 
(64) of the 21st July, in a short paragraph, expresses similar sentiments). 


The same states that currency notes of the value of rupees three thousand 
were sent by a certain person to Etwd through the 
Requests Government to post. They did not reach their destination. Some 
prosecute certain ge peste of them were found in the possession of certain 
being > Ps Cipersons some time ago, and another batch of the 
epee sana same has been recently discovered. It is strange 
that Government has taken no steps to prosecute the persons in whose possession 
the stolen notes were found. ‘The authorities concerned are requested to take 
the requisite steps in this matter. (The Deshi Mitra (54) of the 24th July 
expresses similar sentiments, ) 


The same states that several large pits have formed themselves in the bed 

of the River Tapti near the landing place known by 
Prays Government toadopt the name of Dank4 at Surat. There have heen many 
meee for Sa Pgs mage fatal accidents at this spot. Recently three young 
Ri thes Tépti. sige tals hoys were drowned on the day of the last eclipse of 
| the sun, The Mitra requests Government to take 


measures to preyent such occurrences. 


A correspondent of the same requests the Postal authorities to instruct the 

} Post Master of Wadalod to deliver letters to the 

Requests the Postal autho- ddressees, if they come to ask for them within half an 

ritses to order the Pogt Master hour or so, after the receipt of mail bag, which usually 

wrt to senree letters reaches that station at9 p.m. The writer mentions 

tthe Peer Office fey their Certain inconyeniences which persons suffer in con- 

letters immediately after the Sequence of their not getting their letters on important 

arrivalof the mail. ==> or emergent business before the next morning after 
the arrival of the mail hag. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 22nd July, in noticing the voluntary 
3 confession made before Mr. Campbell by a dacoit, 
oe ron Se, conten: who has heen sentenced to death by the Sessions Court 
$0 feath ty the Sessions of Poona, observes that if the statement made by 
Court of Poona, proyes that the convict be correct, and there is no ground to 
there was no political motive hold it otherwise, it shows that no political motive 
hay Treen Chpottind, rar existed in the Deccan dacoities, and that they were 
ratives.. snot incited by educated natives. It proves also that 
Be eae ti the rural population of the Deccan is not dissatisfied 
with Goyernment. A few ignorant persons from among them took to rapine 
and plunder under the expectation of earning a livelihood. The convict who 
made the confession in question was with his band from its first formation until 
its capture. After the sentence of death was passed upon him, he has of his 
Own accord made the confession. There seems, therefore, no cause to consider 
Ht either an exaggeration or a falsehood. | | 
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The Jéme Jamsed (47)-of the 23rd July states that many persons ask 
whether the existing: burden of taxation will be 
appre lightened when Government has effected a reduc- 

ernment of India reso utely . . . 
reduces public expenditure, tion in the current expenditure, and answers that 
the successor of Lord Lytton question by observing that the deficit is so large 
will be in ® position to lighten ¢hat Government must first try and bring down the 
by the poorer classes. expenses to the level of the revenue. me persons, 
however, remark that if some of the taxes are not 
abolished, the public will not in any way benefit from retrenchments. Though 
- this last observation is not sound, yet Government should endeavour to abolish 
at the earliest ta the license-tax, the duty on salt, and other taxes 
which fall heavily on the poorer classes. Ifthe Government of India resolutely 


reduces expenditure, the successor of Lord Lytton will be able to lighten the 
burden of taxation borne by the poor classes. 


The same of the 24th July is much gratified to learn of the capture 
Praises the authorities in Of Wasudew Balwant Fadke, the instigator and leader 
the Deccan and the Bombay Of the recent dacoities. This news must gladden the 
Government, for hunting hearts of every loyal subject of the British Govern- 
down and extirpating the ment. The > Ba y Government and the authorities 
-tpainaiansc ste of the Deccan deserve great praise for hunting down 
with expedition and persistence the different bands of dacoits and bringing them 
to condign punishment, and thereby extirpating the evil which threatened at 
one time to be serious. The capture of Wdsudew F'adke may be considered to 
be the complete extirpation of the evil which had so recently severely harassed 


the Deccan. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (48) of the same date expresses somewhat 
similar sentiments). 


The same of the 25th July, after alluding to the frequent. promises made 


by the British Government for employing the natives 
Replies to the objections 


advanced by the Pall Mall : : . : 
Gaidiie tae tving to asdives the public service, and to those promises having 


sear remained as yet unfulfilled, notices the article in the 
Civilians. 2. eh pam Pall Mall Gasette discountenancing the appointment 
of natives on smuller salaries to posts now held b 
Europeans, and attempts a reply thereto. The Gazette advances three grounds 
for the exclusion of natives. The first of these is, that the morals of the natives 
are very low; that in consequence of intermarriages they have numerous 
relations ;and that they are of a weak mind; and, hence, will not be able to 
dispense strict justice, or to make a proper use of the authority with which they 
may be clothed. But the Gazette seems to forget that in the Judicial Depart- 
ment there are more Native Judges than there were before. They decide all 
original civil suits in which many intricate and hard questions arise, and the 
are found to be as competent as European Judges. The Kdrbhdris and 
=) mere in Native States dispense justice properly. The administration of 
the larger States of Jeypur, Mysore, Hyderabad and Baroda satisfactorily proves 
the last assertion. The Native Judges in the High Courts of Calcutta, Madras, 
and Bombay have discharged their duties ably, and given satisfaction to the 
public as well as the Government. In short, the introduction of western 
Civilizatfon in this country has created a marvellous change in natives. The 
vices which prevailed among them formerly do not exist now. Education 
has immensely improved them. The Gazette speaks highly of European morals; 
ut in noticing the question of reducing the salaries of Government officials, 
the Gazette itself wrote a few days ago, that unless a man was paid well he 
eee not be expected to discharge his duties faithfully; and high salaries 
mad © been given to European officials as a safeguard against their receiving 
nbes. Does the Gazette mean that Europeans would receive bribes if their 
bears: high salaries were reduced? If the reply is in the affirmative, then 
ere 180 meaning in the assertion that European morality is superior to 
ative morality. The second ground of objection advanced by the Gasette 
~ that if the natives were given high places, the Indian administration would 
@ solely in their hands. _ But philanthrophic Britain has more than once 


of this country more largely in the higher grades of, 
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sroclaimed her resolution to teach the natives the art of self-government, and 
eave them to rule their own country when they are competent to do'so. 
Natives in the higher grades of the service have mip ary earned the approval 
of their European official superiors for discharging their duties ably ait satis- 
factorily. The third objection of the writer in the Gazette is, that the loyalty 
of the natives cannot be entirely depended upon. But he forgets the loyalty 
shown by the people and Native Princes generally in the trying times of the 
mutiny. The light of education has taught natives to look solely for their 
advancement in the continuance of the British rule. 


The Rédst Goftdr (49) of the 20th July in alludes to the loss 
sustained by the Bank of Bombay, by the failures 


Advises the shareholders : ; 
of the Bank of Bombay to of Messrs. Nicol & Co., F inlay ott & Co., and 


call for an explanation on Nursey Kesowji, and observes that the Bank’s reserve 
certain points in connection fund is so large, and its transactions are on such a 
with the credits given to large scale, that it can bear this loss easily. But 
mabe Nicol & Co., Finlay since the Bank’s management is in the hands of 
cott & Co., and Nursey , ; : 

Kesowji. speculators, it cannot be pronounced with certainty 

when it may suffer a loss which may prove ruinous. 
The Directors hesitate to publish the amount of credit given to each of their 
brother Directors, through whose instrumentality the lon in question arose. 
One of the Bank’s bye-laws prohibits the giving to any single person a credit 
of more than five lacs of rupees; but the hesitation above alluded to raises the 
suspicion that to each of the three bankrupt Firms more money has been 
advanced. Whatever may be the fact, there is more cause for suspecting that 
credits were given on insufficient securities. It is said that the Directors obtained 
the necessary guarantees from Messrs. Nicol & Co., and Nursey Kesowji 
after they stopped payment. Again, the nature of the securities which have 
been obtained 1s also an important question. Not only the Directors but their 
friends assert that the quantity of cotton shipped was less than what was 
guaranteed by Messrs. Nicol & Co., for their debts, and that they have 
been deceived by the false accounts palmed on them by Nursey Kesowji. 
Mr. Balfour, the Bank's Secretary, six months ago asserted that there was no 
fear of the Bank suffering a loss Sin the credit givento Nursey. The Directors 
now estimate the lossfrom Nursey’s failure alone at Rs. 2,16,000, which comes 
to nearly half the limit of credit laid down in the Bank’s laws. Hence, one of 
two conclusions necessarily follow from the above facts, viz., that more than five 
lacs were advanced to Nursey, or that the Directors valued the securities at 
double their real worth. But they assert that the estimate they then formed 
was correct. If this be so, then more ‘than five lacs of rupees were advanced to 
Nursey. Under such circumstances who can say that four and a half lacs of 
rupees correctly represent the loss which the Bank will have to suffer by the 
failure of the three Firms. The Rdst Goftdér hopes that the shareholders will 
obtain explanation on these important points. 


The same, in giving a translation of the substance of Mr. Hope’s Deccan 
Ryots’ Relief Bill telegraphed to the Times of India by 
Says that Mr. Hope’s Dee- its correspondent, observes that there is a great hope 
oie ee oy Baa y of the proposed law affording protection to the heavily 
ly indebted ryots. “indebted ryots from the tyrannies of their creditors. 
It is not an easy task to accomplish this object with- 
out encroaching upon the just rights of the money-lenders ; and, hence, many 
objections have been raised in the Council, and many more will be raised here- 
after against the Bill. But, on the whole, it is a considerable improvement on 
its predecessors ; and it is hoped that it will be so far improved in future dis- 
cussions as to be worthy of the British Government which has earned to itself 
the name of md-bép. Government has as yet reserved the question of establish- 
ing private arbitration courts for the purpose of exempting the ryots from 
@ heavy expenses of the courts of law; yet the provisions of the Bill for 
appointing concilliators and clothing village patels with certain powers, are 
similar to those of the arbitration courts. (The Yajdén Parast. (51) and the - 
Loka Mitra (53) of the same date make remarks on this subject somewhat 
sumilar to the above). 
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_. The Yajdén Parast (51) of the eo ely considers the Royal Indian 
i ngineering College, more commonly known ry 
og Recommends the atotition “name of the Cooper's Hill College, as a tecleds balan 


ing College. on the Indian revenues, and wishes for its abolition. 
After alluding to the news that this institution was to 


be closed, which has been subsequently contradicted, the Parast observes that 
the College does not confer any benefits on the natives of India; while, on the 
other hand, many Engineers sent out from it have to be provided with large 
salaries, whether there is sufficient work for them or not. Now that Govern- 
ment has stopped public works, it may close this College at once, and relieve 
the country of the unnecessary burden. The step is the more desirable, as it 
will assist Government in the work of reducing the expenditure of the empire. 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the 20th July makes remarks on the suggestions 


made by the Rat Commission, similar to those made 


Does not think that the by the Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 8th instant, and 
means suggested by the Rat 


Dreuuistek wi cobaplobel noticed at some length in the last weekly sum : 
parts iti Sint creatures. Lhe Mitra also observes that it appears from the 


mmission’s report and the Government Resolution 
thereon, that its work has not ended. It is, therefore, hoped that it will be 


able to suggest some really effective means for the extirpation of these destructive 
creatures. In the meantime the Mitra joins Government in the hope that a 
timely and plentiful fall of rain will remove the evil. 


The Kdside Mumbai (62) of the 21st July publishes a communication from 


a correspondent at Patan in the Gdikwdd’s territory. 
Mentions that a letterfrom He states that many persons of that town have 
ee ia aoe wasscwet ala received copies of a letter alleged to have been written 
of government will soon take ‘rom Benares. He gives the text of this letter which 
place. is however not clear and correct. The following is 
its literal translation :—‘ A letter purporting to come 
from Indra’s heaven, descended into the temple of Kashi Wishweshwur (at 
Benares). It is written in gold letters, and is known throughout the 
country. Its date is Mdégha Shuddha 5th, Saturday, when the sun was 
in the sign of capricorn, in the Shdliwahén year 1889, A.D. 1879. Seven 
ghatkas after the arrival of the sun in the sign pisces, the duration of day will 
increase, the golden age will appear in the present iron age, and will remain 
for 1,000 years. The duration of man’s life will increase to 125 years, and 
the duration of day will increase by 55 ghadis, and that of might by 33 
ghadis. In it at about 11 ghadis a king will come from the north, and will 
be the Emperor. The souls of the sinful will then go to hell, while the pious 
only will remain on earth. The person, who, after reading this letter, makes a 
copy of it and sends it on (circulates) will get the merit of having given away 
one thousand cows in charity. The person who considers this letter as a false- 
hood and will not send it on, will lose all the meritorious acts he may have 
performed. He who cracks jokes on this letter will go to hell. He who sends 
it on will get admission into the other world. Mdadhawji Réjdrdm, the priest of 
the temple of Kashi Wishweshwar, supplicates one hundred and eight times. 
“T got the letter in the morning—the glory of Hird4l4l, the friend of Kanaydlél 
Bhawdnishankar—Shri Kashingth.”. The correspondent observes that the simple 
people of Pdétan are glad with the receipt of this letter. It has made an 
impression on the minds of all persons, and the superstitious, the simple, and 
the Bréhmans believe in its truth, and say that the Géekw4d and the British 
overnment will disappear, and another king, as promised in the above letter, 
will rule the country. The correspondent denounces the letter as a falsehood 
and a hoax, and requests Government to find out the writer and expose him. 


The same of the 23rd July states that prostitutes in Bombay buy female 
children in order to bring them up to follow their own 

nee many prosti- profession. Ifthe police carefully makes enquiries 
children ee gt wat on this subject, it will be able to reclaim a number of 
profession, = «= Ssanmiocentt children from the immoral life to which they 
: ap to be destined. There is a rumour that a 
Prostitute living on Falkland road has brought a female child from the Nizim’s 


10 
territory with the intention of making her follow the same trade. The police 
should make enquiries on this subject. 


The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 15th July states that the debt -of India 
ey amounts to one hundred and fifty millions sterling. 
Requests Government not ‘T'his large liability raises the question, how the wise 
to AF Te  sekinn British Indian Government, which prohibits the native 
ney 98 Frande and nthe feudatory principalities from incurring debts, should 
useless Departments. itself have run into such a large debt. It is not, 
however, hard to find a reply. fore the advent of 
the English, the land was harassed by several evils; and to remove them and 
secure the various advantages too numerous to be mentioned within the short 
space of a newspaper article, this large debt had to be incurred. It needs, 
however, to be liquidated gradually. But the country is unable to do this on 
account of her poverty, which has been brought on by the disappearance of her 
arts and industries. Government wishes to stop public works in order to make 
reductions in the public expenditure, and to pay off the debt gradually from the 
savings thus effected. But the suspension of public works will be see wg 
ruin, nay destruction, to the large number of labourers who earn their livelihood 
by working on them. Government ought not, therefore, to stop these works. 
It should abolish the Cotton Frauds and other useless Departments, and should 
undertake the opening and working of mines that the country may be benefited 
from the vast stores of minerals lying concealed in her bosom. 


The same contains a communication’ attempting a reply to the charge 
brought in the Rdst Goftdr (49). of the 13th instant, 


Attempts a reply to the against Mr. Prénl4l Mathurddas, the Huzir Deputy 
Goffe v5 aun ries Collector of Broach, that he unnecessarily adopted 


Hazir Deputy Collector of Strong measures in the case of the Editor of ,the 
see that: he idnisenniaciie Broach .Samachdr (66). The correspondent states 
adopted strong measures in that the Daroga filed a complaint against the Editor 


the case in which the Editor . , ‘ 
of the Broach Saméchér (66) OF 8th May, and thus allowed him sufficient time 


abhi ‘nst the . before that date to withdraw the libel published b 
aaa that — * him ; but he did not do anything of the kind. It te 

said that the Daroga was ordered by Government to 
file the complaint in question, in case the Editor did not offer an apology for 
the libel. ‘Thus Mr. Bejanji Rastamji, the Daroga, does not deserve any blame 
in this matter. The Huztr Deputy Collector also does not merit any. He 
issued a warrant as prescribed by law, after satisfying himself that there was 
prima facie proof of the libel. He did not go on with the case in the absence of 
a Vakil, as is alleged, but committed the case at once to the Sessions on the 
recommendation of Mr. Guldbdds, the Editor’s Vakil. 


The same of the 22nd July states that the police patels of several villages of 
the Broach District are deeply in debt. There are 


‘ Requests the Collector of Government orders thatif any of its servants are indebt, 
roach to enquire into the they should be dismissed from service. According to 
pecuniary circumstances of 


thé voline ‘wala at these orders, and the obvious fact that persons steeped 
village of the district. in debt cannot discharge their duties satisfactorily, 


police patels ought not to be allowed to continue in 


service any longer. After stating that the police patel of Sherpara has Beige 
for the benefit of the Insolvency Act, the Swadesh Mangal requests Mr. Le 


Wp into the pecuniary circumstances of the police patels of every village, 
an 


to take the necessary measures in regard to those who are found deeply 


involved in debt. 
Municipalities, 


The Yajddn Parast (51) of 20th July also disapproves of the refusal of 
/ Government to present to the Municipality of Bombay 
of Guabproves of the refusal piece of ground to build an office. Government 
bane of frome’ nf neg ought entirely —— the — of es ce > but the 
bay Municipality for building Corporation quietly pays the same. It lightly assesses 
ler ee * the Government uildings, and su se water to 


them at low rates. It presented the Fasi Taldv and 
5 NP 26—7 [con 170] . | eae ee 


' 


ae 


1g 


several plots of ground to Government. cage it has acted so liberall. 
et Government refuses to give gratis a piece of ground, and asks Rs. 35, 

for the same. This is not fair dealing nor to Government. Nobody 

expected that Government would show meanness in dealing with the Corpora- 


tion. 


The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 22nd July is glad to find that the Muni- 
cipality of Broach has undertaken to widen a certain 


Advises the Municipality road of that town; but thinks that many years will 
of Broach to be more expe- 


Penny emg gong Haag @ elapse before the work is completed. Several houses 
perso a certain road of OD this road have been recently re-built, but the 
that town. Corporation did not compel their owners to give up a 

. portion of their lands for widening the road. A recent 
instance of allowing a house to be re-built on its old foundation is given, and 
the Corporation is requested to be more careful in future. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (44) of the 17th July, but received on 
the 21st, states that the Bhégdars and Jdét Thakors of 
Requests Government to the petty State of Vérdhi appear to be much involved 


afford relief to the indebted jin debt. The causes of their indebtedness are, that 
Bhagdars and Thakors of the 


ae they are not on good terms with each other; that 
apne ve ; few of them Siow to read and write; that they 
leave the management of their shares to their respective karbhdris, who do not 
scruple to cheat their employers; and that these Bhagddrs and Thdkors 
mortgage their shares on disadvantageous terms either to their respective 
kérbhéris, or mehetds, or relations. The Bhagddrs and the Thakors while 
away their time in eating and drinking kusamba, a preparation of opium. It 
behoves the Political authorities, therefore, either to awaken them to their 
degraded condition, or to take over the State under Government management, 
in order to relieve them from their indebted condition. 


A correspondent of the Gwardt Mittra Be the ae uly rg suggests 
iia that unless the concubines of the J4m of Navdnagar 
Ageatlot Kishore paper and his personal attendant Raghaw are banished 
into exile the concubines of from that State, no improvement can take place in it. 
the Jam and his personal They cheat him of large sums of money by various 
er ee. expedients. They possess great influence with him; 
and, consequently, to keep his own post secure, Mr, Kharkar, the Divan, has 
to keep them pleased, and dare not complain against them to the Agency. It 
is not right to expect improvements in the State from the Divdén while these 
persons are-there. The writer hopes that the Agency will institute due 
enquiries into the matter, and take the necessary measures to. prevent the con- 
tinuance of the present disgraceful state of things. 


The Kdside Mumbai (62) of the 23rd J uy ane a few complaints against 
a 


Pref the petty State of Radhanpur. It says that the Nawdb 
the ee bese are mae pays very little attention to the administration. 
State of Ridhanpur. __ everal servants of this State were formerly in the 


en employ of the British Government, from which they 
were dismissed for bad conduct. They annoy the ryots very much. Har 
Naréyan, a Bréhman, was prosecuted and dismissed by the British Government 
in the affair ofa Banghy. He is now a criminal Judge in this State; but is 
utterly incompetent for bis post. In the town of Rédhanpur thefts and robberies 
7 rampant, and this shows that the police does not discharge its duties properly. 


The writer makes many other petty complaints, and requests the Nawab to 
improve the administration. | 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
29th July 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 28th July, in noticing the appointment of Mr. 
: Forrest to the Mathematical Professorship in the 
Makes comments on the Deccan College, remarks that, from the Circular of the 


intment of Mr. Forrest : : : 
Ta. Pedlaiehin of Viceroy and the promises of Parliament, every one 


ge expected that some competent native would have 
oe ae been selected to fill the vetnuiny caused by the retire- 
ment of R4o Bahddur Kero Laxuman Chhatre; but 
unfortunately, these hopes have not been realised. Before his appointment to 
the Reportership on the Native Press, Mr. Kurkaray had, on different occasions, 
acted as Mathematical Professor in the Elphinstone College, and his qualifica- 
tions were not unknown to Government; so it was generally believed that he 
would have been appointed to the post. But setting aside his claims and those 
of Messrs. Nagarkar and Dalvi, the selection of a European gentleman was 
determined upon. We are, therefore, constrained to admit that the laudable 
wishes of Government and Parliament have been disregarded at the very outset. 
As a matter of fact, Mr. Forrest's name did not at all occur to the head of the 
Educational Department in connection with this vacancy, and he recommended 
that a high Wrangler should be obtained from England, or that the appointment 
should be given to Mr. Kurkaray. These proposals did not meet with the 
approval of Government, and Mr. Forrest’s nomination was made. From these 
facts, two conclusions may be drawn, namely, that Government consider that 
natives are not competent to discharge satisfactorily the duties of a Mathemati- 
cal Chair, or that the mathematical attainments of Mr. Forrest are of a ver 
high order. The former supposition is hardly credible ; for Government, of its 
own accord, appointed Mr. Chhatre, and allowed him to teach mathematics in 
the Deccan College for a period of fifteen years. Besides, Mr. Nagarkar has for 
- @ long period been doing similar work in the Engineering College, and Mr. 
Kurkaray has for some years acted in a similar capacity in the Elphinstone 
College. It is clear, therefore, that Government does not consider natives unfit 
to fill Mathematical Professorships. Again, Mr. Chatfield himself was against 
the nomination of Mr. Forrest, and therefore, the head ofthe department at any 
rate did not think much of his. knowledge of mathematics. But since his 
appointment has been made, the higher authorities may have high notions of 
his capacity. We will examine how far this conclusion can be sustained. Mr. 
Forrest was transferred from the Head Mastership of the Surat High School to 
teach English in one of the Arts’ Colleges during the time of Sir Philip Wood- 
house ; but this was done only as a temporary measure, and until the arrival of 
some one from England to fill the post permanently. Besides, recently Mr. 
Selby had to take a portion of Mr. Forrest's work, as the latter was not equal 
to the task of teaching difficult English authors. This disposes of Mr. Forrest’s 
qualifications to fill a Professorship of English. We will now mention a couple 
of facts with reference to his ability to teach mathematics. When Mr. Chhatre 
was invited to attend the Delhi Darbdr in 1877, on the occasion of the assumption 
of the title of Empress by Her Majesty the Queen, Mr. Forrest volunteered to teach - 
the mathematical classes during his absence; but the then Principal of the College 
refused to accept his offer, and entrusted the work to a young native graduate. 
Again, it is a well known principle that the University of Bombay invariably 
employs as examiners men who are known to possess skill in particular 
ranches of learning; but from the fact that Mr. Forrest. has never been 
appointed an examiner in mathematics, his attainments in that department are 
evidently unknown to that learned body. Upon the whole, Mr. Forrest is not 
known to possess any knowledge of mathematics, and we are, therefore, unable 


to account how he came to be appointed to the Professorship of Mathematics in 
the Deccan College. 


| The Native Opinion (2) of the 27th July, in discussing the question of _ 
Saya that the Govern reductions in the public expenditure, says, among 
ships of Madras ee a at other thin F that the British rule is now so firmly 
pte reduced to the leve} Stablished in India, that the necessity of importing 


tenant-Governorships, English statesmen to conduct affairs here appears to be 
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a that the of the no longer felt, and that it has now become the fashion 
highest officer m F000 per to appoint to the government of provinces, English- 


ghould not exceed Re. 


men‘trained in the Indian services. For instance, 


Bengal, the North-West Provinces, and the Punjab, 
are ruled by Lieutenant-Governors who have no Council to assist them. The 
case of the Bombay and Madras Presidencies is not different, and there is no 
reason why their Racaiiees should not be reduced to the level of Lieutenant- 
Governors. Besides, the communication between England and India is now 
so rapid and cheap, that there is no necessity for paying Englishmen so highly 
as in former times, and that, therefore, the pay of the highest official should not 
exceed Rs. 5,000 per month, and that this salary scald be drawn only by the 
Governors of provinces. It is not becoming that the highest officers here 
should draw higher allowances than the Prime Minister of Englund. The 
sumptuary and other allowances of Governors should also be fixed, and should 
not be capable of being increased at the pleasure of the ruler for the time being, 
as is the case at present. In conclusion, the writer trusts that our Government 
will apply itself resolutely to the task of making reductions in the manner 
indicated above, and thus earn the gratitude of the people of India. 


A correspondent of the Suryodaya (4) of the 28th July complains, that a 

| kérkin drawing Rs. 11 in the Customs Department 

Complains of a post of Rs. was last week appointed to a post of Rs. 20 in the 

se Ha = prt ge ey + Revenue Department in the Thana Collectorate. 

Department. =S=Sst=t*=~CS*«Séi ‘this act, the Collector has done grievous injustice 

to many deserving servants of Government. Bya 

recent ruling, kérkins in the Revenue line have hardly any prospects of being 

promoted to posts of Rs. 30 and upwards, and it is, therefore, very hard if 

appointments of lower value are given to outsiders. The writer hopes that the 

worthy Collector of Thana will in future be good enough to respect the rights 
of those who have been serving long in the department, in giving promotion. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 27th July, writing 
: from Isl4mpur in the Sadtdra Collectorate, says 
ae that the license- that the license-tax is being levied in the most 
is being levied in the most cep , , 
reckless manner in Islampur. YeCkless and unjustifiable manner in this town. One 
Hanumant Sagar, a trader of this place, was assessed 
at Rs. 80 last year, and the assessment has been increased to Rs. 100 
this year, although his annua! income is not more than one thousand rupees. 
Similarly, Anandréw Raghundth, a Second Class Jéghirdér, has been assessed 
at Rs. 200, although his income would not justify the levy of even half 
that sum. The writer mentions other cases in which injustice has been done, 


and complains that on appeal there is little or no chance of obtaining redress. — 


Last year some half a dozen persons appealed to the Collector of the district ; 
but the treatment to which they were subjected was so harsh, that no one else 


ventured to present himself again before that authority. In conclusion, the 


writer says that the injustice which is being perpetrated in the collection of 
the license-tax is not calculated to create good feeling between the governors 


and the governed, and hopes that Government will be pleased to make enquiries 
and grant redress. 


The Arwnodaya (11) of the 27th July alludes to the introduction of the 

: Deccan Ryots Relief Bill into the Legislative Council 
onthe ~ Deccan Ryots of the Governor General, and observes that its principal 
ly to the monte oy. aes object seems to be to free the agricultural population 
cultural population, © from the thraldom of sowkérs. or this purpose 
great latitude is allowed to farmers to take advantage 

of the insolvency law, and courts are prohibited from taking cognizance of cases 
until the plsintiit is able to show that recourse has been had to arbitration. The 
ae of these provisions will be that sowkdrs will hesitate to lend money, and 
‘¢. ryots fail to obtain pecuniary assistance, when it is most needed, the 
_ Gultvation of land will be much impeded. The bulk of agriculturists in this 


Tesidency live for a quarter of the year on the advances made to them by the 
3 and if the present Bill becomes law, they will have to starve during 


s0wkdrs 


that period for want of external help. Upon the whole, this Bill will not benefit 
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the country in any way, and may be productive of infinite mischief. We are 
certain that our rulers will deeply consider the steps which they are taking, 
before it passes into law. 


The same alludes to per Pr apeiny ap ‘gg i report rat So : 
which may be feasible in the army, and remarks that ’ 
vi taniale in tetpxia it will most probably recommen d that the numerical 
expenditure should be _— strength of the army should be reduced both in officers 
towards the reduction of taxa- nd men. The savings which will be effected in this way 
tion. will avoid the necessity of adding to the national debt ; 
but it must be remembered that by dismissing sepoys, an addition will be made to 
the number of the idle and destitute peo lein the country. Again, the army in 
the pay of our Government is maintained to keep in check the forces of the various 
Native Princes, and any reduction in the numerical strength of the former will 
necessitate @ corresponding reduction in the latter, and this will also increase the 
idle and destitute population in the country. Similarly, reductions in the Public 
Works and other departments will,in a great measure, affect natives, and the effect 
will be precisely the same as pointed out above; but the burden of taxation which 
the people have to bear will not be lightened in the least. The country, however, 
will be benefited, if native agency is substituted for costly European agency. 
In conclusion, the writer trusts that Government will persist in carrying on 


reductions, and hopes that by the savings so made some taxes will be abolished, 
which at present fall heavily on the people. 


The same alludes to the capture of Wassudew Balwant Fadke, and observes 


that besides rapine and plunder, he may have had an 


Says that there is not @ intention of subverting the British Government, 
native of India who wishes 


“ae lurking in his mind; but the idea of his succeeding in 
or the extinction of the "pte ; 
British sovereignty. such an enterprise 1s too preposterous to be believed 
by sane people. Every one knows the gigantic 
efforts which must be made even by a powerful nation to bring into subjection 
another which is comparatively weak. Such an attempt must be the work 
of the entire people. With the exception of idiots like Wasudew Balwant 
Fadke, there is not a native of India who wishes for the extinction of the 
British sovereignty. We are sure that in religious India, no one will be found 
so ungrateful as would wish for the expulsion of our well-wishers—the English , 
people, who have come thousands of miles away from their own homes to this 
country, and at the expenditure of their lives and property, are doing their 
utmost to improve the condition of the inhabitants. 


A correspondent of the same complains that the Examinations for the Fifth 


Standard in English and the Sixth in Vernacular, 
Says that the question 


apers for the Fifth Standara Wuichare held every year in each Collectorate town, 
Examination in English and fe not conducted on any uniform principle. For 
Sixth in Vernacular, should instance, questions relating to the same subject which 
: drawn -. by one set of gre drawn up by various committees, are of different 
Prodan (oF the whole decrees of difficulty, and hence candidates suffer from 
residency. . : 
pe ee | want of a common standard. To ensure this 
uniformity, the writer suggests that one set of questions should be drawn up by 
rhe * Examiners, and that they should be sent to the different centres on the 
ay of the 


examination, as is done in the case of the Matriculation Examination. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (47) of the 1st August states that the new A’kbéri Law 

has increased the duty on toddy, and made it dearer 

States that the increased than it was before. ‘The people who suffer from the 
outy ox oddy has made it high price of this drink are chiefly the poor of Gujarat. 
mnveeesinie #0 poor people. A person, who has visited many parts of that 


rovince, states that toddy forms an important part 
of the meal of the commo . ; 4 th ds of 


n people. In the last two years’ famine, thousan 
poor people lived upon th 


gag is drink, and but for it they would have died. The 
*ye-witness also states th 


pO ibage-sau at last year famine prices prevailed in Gujarat. A 

ure of rains caused also a failure of crops; and durin ‘the latter part of the 
on @ small quantity of W4él and Watana was that was produced. 
is they ate mixed with toddy, and passed over the crisis. In pa! times. 
‘4l80, toddy forms an important part of their food. This drink is as y used 


wen. 


4 


PP. B 
cn oe oe 
s . 


- 
? 


6 


as beer in England, or claret in France. Government seems to be ignorant of 
these facts; for, if it knew that toddy was such an important article of poor 
people’s food, it would certainly have desisted from increasing the duty levied 
on it. In conclusion, the Jéme Jamsed requests Government to make enquiries 
whether toddy is not an ordinary drink of the poor people of Gujardt and 
other parts of this Presidency; and if it be found to be so, to afford relief at 

once to the distressed. | ' 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 27th July gives an account of the capture of 
Wasudew Balwant Fadke, and observes that Major 
ree rT ae for Daniel deserves great credit for apprehending him. 
doooitiee one ime SSE Since this officer was given a military force to assist 
him in the pursuit of dacoits, the dacoities have 
ceased, the dacoits have been dispersed, and some of them have been 
apprehended. It speaks highly of Major Daniel’s activity and courage, that 
he should have killed Dowlatré4w and dispersed his gang, and also have captured 
Wasudew Fadke after a long and tedious pursuit. Had the authorities shown at 
the commencement the same activity which they recently exhibited, the dacoities 
would have been put a stop to long ago, and the people in the Deccan would 
not have had to pass the last two months in great anxiety and fear. (The 
Yajdién Parast (51), the Loka Mitra (53), and the Gujardt Mittra (45) of the same 
date express similar sentiments, : 


The same is exceedingly sorry to find that the Indian authorities in 
| England have decided to break up the India Office 
' Disapproves po ag Museum, and to make over the historical collection 
Office oe * to the British Museum, the arts and industrial collec- 
tion to the South Kensington Museum, and the 
collection of Indian productions to the Kew Museum. It is gratifying that 
this year the Government has set with real earnestness to the work of effecting 
reductions in the public expenditure. But it proposes to abolish certain useful 
departments, which ought not to be allowed without protest. The Rdst Goftdr 
has already protested against the probable suspension of canal works. The 
abolition of the Department of Agriculture and Commerce, attached to the Bengal 
Secretariat, is also to be greatly deplored. The resolution to abolish the India 
Office Museum also deserves to be deprecated. The last-named institution is 
not a useless concern. It has proved of great use to artisans and merchants in 
England, who produce and export goods to India. It has enabled them to 
know the kind of goods which are in demand here. The useful works of Dr. 
Watson and Dr. Birdwood supply an immense amount of information about 
Indian arts and industries to the working classes and merchants of England. 
In short, England has been able to supply India with every article of consump- 
ion, whether small or large, cheap or costly, from the instruction which 
_ Englishmen have received from this important Museum. It is proposed to 
break up and divide this useful collection for the sake of an annual saving of 
eighty thousand rupees. For such an insignificant sum, this institution ought 
not to be abolished. Its present axponiiiais may be curtailed, and it may 
then be allowed to remain in its present condition, either in the possession of 
Government or of any private parties. 


The Yajdén Parast (51) of the 27th July, in noticing the Honourable 
Paleie cnt _,. . Mr. Hope’s Decean Ryots Relief Bill, and his speech 
the Honourable Mr Hen, Upon it, observes that this Bill trusts to improve the 
+ Hope’s on i bang 
Byots Relief Bill. condition of the ryots by providing certain checks 
on the monetary transactions between ryots and 
“thee After mentioning these checks, the Parast remarks that they may 
considered sufficient to protect the ryot from the machinations of ‘his 
-Sreditor; but there is nothing in the Bill in re to the connection between 
Poe g and Government. The chief cause, which compels the ryot to resort 
“> “26 money-lender, is on account of the pressure exercised upon him for 
oechan the land assessment, In times of famine the land assessment ought to 
fiecine ae: but in the case of the Deccan ryots, the assessment for the 
me year was recovered from them. Such treatment forces the ryot to seek 
SNP2—8 [con 174] 
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help from sowkdrs. Ifthe ryot succeeds in obtaining credit, he gets involved 
for life; if he fails, Government sells his land and ruins him completely. 
Thus, the defective system of realizing the land assessment is the main cause 
of the ryots’ ruin. It has received no attention in Mr. Hope’s Bill, but it is 
hoped that it will receive due consideration from the Select Committee which 
is now sitting. : 

The same observes that the mania for erecting buildings with a fine 
outward appearance has so much increased, that very 
little attention is paid to internal arrangements. As 
an instance in point, the writer mentions the High 
Court building, which is beautiful externally but 
: extremely defective in its internal arrangements. The 
same remark would equally a ply to the new building for the Elphinstone 
High School. Though six lakhs of rupees have been spent on it, the class- 
rooms are narrow, and the lecture gallery is solofty that boys will not, it is 
feared, be able to hear the lecturer. The attention of the authorities have been 
drawn to these points, and they are prepared to remedy the defects. But it is 
said that no funds are available for making the requisite alterations. Certainly, 
the mania for erecting decorated buildings ought not to be allowed any more 
to take a practical shape. 


The same states that formerly the refuse of the Government distillery at 
ee Dadar was removed in carts. Of late, this has not 
of he Goveraiaen’ Gbalillery been done, and a quantity of rubbish and dirty water 
at Dadar is allowed to lioon 18 allowed to remainon the spot. The consequence is, 
the spot, and that it has that the accumulation of this filth has proved not 
produced cholera and other only a nuisance to the residents of the locality, but has 
arg yey ss, ag ws" given rise to cholera and other epidemics among 
f them. Though complaint is raised about this state of 
things, and though there is great fear of the epidemics assuming a more serious 
form ifremedial measures are not immediately adopted, nothing has been 
done in this matter either by the Health Officer or Government. This is 
surprizing. It is true that the residents of Dadar are poor, and do not know 
how to assert their own rights ; but if they prefer a complaint against Govern- 
ment in the Police Court, they will soon get redress. 


Complains that the new 
building for the Elphinstone 
High School is defective in 
its internal arrangements. 


In alluding to the observation said to have been made by Lord Cranbrook 

_ that the natives of India will not be placed in inde- 

Pet that the Cooper's pendent charge of public works, and in noticing the 
ngineering . College 

should be abolished. 

Indian Public Works has recommended the increased 

employment of natives in the Public Works Deparment, the Yajddén Parast 

of the 27th July observes that it is simple injustice to maintain the Cooper's 

Hill Engineering College at the expense of India, and to exclude the natives 

from the higher places in the Public Works Department. During the present 


financial crisis this College should be abolished, and the money spent upon it 
should be saved. | 


Municipalities. 


The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 27th July states that the oilmen of Katérg4m 
Dilainahs Weis Sesineidh and Gotdéla4wddi complain that the duty of two 
of Surat to pr rp yp. annas a maund, levied by the Municipality of Surat 
rayer of th, 00 teel-seed and castor-oil brought for sale into that 


telegraphic news that the Select Committee on the 


evied on teel-seed and castor- 
ou imported into that town. 


& : 
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town, has ruined their business. They say that the | 


oilmen of the town have not to pay a similar tax, and | 


hence they undersell those who bring the same 
articles from the places mentioned above. 


Municipality has been often requested to abolish the 


axon the oilmen of the town. This representation 


was paid to it. The Mitra requests the 


The 
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The Bombay Saméchdr (46) of the 29th July alludes to the suggestions 
hy gs as contained in its ages a cts ae that the 
Disapproves expense incurred by the Municipality of Bomba 
of the Corportion = aor J for sending refi en who ina ten Kathidwer 
to recover from the Kat g retug 
war Chiefs the expense incur- back to their own country, should be recovered from 
red for sending the Kathi4awér the respective Chiefs whose subjects they were, and 
refugees back to their own observes that it had then conclusively shown that 
unas | it was wrong to lay this burden on the rate-payers 
of Bombay ; and that the Municipality woul be justified in requesting Govern- 
ment to make arrangements for the recovery of such icponeen tia the Chiefs. 
The Town Council had accordingly placed the question before the meeting of the 
Corporation on Saturday last; but the motion to appoint a committee for the 
urpose of taking the necessary steps in the matter was lost, as the majority 
aid not support it. The members who did not approve of the motion, founded 
their disapproval upon the ground, that it would not look well to request Gov- 
ernment to realise the small sum of money which was spent for the relief of 
distressed persons. But in the first place, it was wrong to suppose that the 
expense for such relief would be small. Famines frequently occur now-a-days, 
and the Municipality will have very often to incur charges for sending distressed 
refugees back to their homes again. Most of the rate-payers are themselves 
suffering from bad times; and before giving any charity they ought to get a 
little relief from the heavy Municipal taxation which they pay. There are 
several wealthy members in the Corporation who might themselves bear the 


cost of sending back the refugees, instead of throwing the same upon the rate- 
payers. 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 27th July recommends the Municipality of 
Bombay to erect a new building for its office on the 
Recommends the erection Esplanade. After alluding to the recent discussions 
“i Seas building for the jin the meetings of the Corporation, whether it was 
ce of the Municipality of ons . 
Bombay. advantageous to rent a building or to erect a new 
one, the Rést Goftdr observes that it is not difficult to 
decide this question ; but the great influence exercised by owners of certain 
large properties has prolonged the discussion. All the European members 
advocate the erection of a new building; while the native members recommend 
the renting of a private building. Of all the buildings, the old High Court- 


house, which now belongs to Messrs. Sassoon & Co., is the most convenient, 


and a monthly rent of Rs. 1,250 is asked for it. But it is a very old build- 


ing situated at a long distance from the native town. If a new edifice 
is built in the neighbourhood of the native town, it would be far preferable 
to the old Court-house. Government offered free of cost the plot of ground 


| ere to the Crawford Market, on the condition that barracks for the police 


should be built, and on the top floor Municipal offices should be held. The 
Corporation objected to this, and refused the offer. It asked for another piece 


of land. Government offered one in the neighbourhood af the Crawford Market — 


at the low valuation of Rs. 10 per square yard. The Municipal Commissioner 
has estimated at a lakh and a half the cost of erecting a new building for 
the office, including the price of the land offered. Now, the yearly rent of 
the old High Court-building comes to Rs. 15,000. This edifice is at a long 
distance from the native town, and is besides, old and dark. Whereas, for 
the amount of ten years’ rent of that building a new edifice can be raised in a 
central position, which will be within a convenient distance to residents of the 
fort as well as those of the native town. It is desirable, therefore, that a new 


building should be erected for the Municipal office on the piece of ground 
now offered by Government, 


The Loka Mitra 68), of the 27th July recommends the Corporation of | 


ombay not to erect a new building, but to rent the 


tie ee that the old old High Court-building. The Mitra dwells on the 
rented for ‘on anes 3 “4 low and depressed condition of the trade and 


anicipality of Bombay. , commerce of Bombay for some years past, aud 
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observes that the rate-payers complain that the 


Municipal taxes are heavy, and should be reduced. It is, therefore, necessary 
that not only the present expenditure should be curtailed, but no new 
which can without inconvenience be avoided, should be incurred. The sa 
thus effected should be applied in reducing the existing taxes. According to 
is view no new building should be erec and the old High Court-house 
should be rented. It is very convenient, and is offered by its owners at a low 
) 


rent. (The Yajddn Parast (51) and the Satya Mitra (60) of the same date, 
express somewhat similar sentiments). 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Natiwe Press, 


5th August 1879. 
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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


moe) Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies | 
: } issu 


: 


ANGLO-MARA'THI. 
The Indu PrakAsh ......++ssssess«+++++++.| Bombay ......-+.+-.| Weekly ...| 1,200 
» Native Opinion .......:secccesevccsere] DO.  cccsieesseese| Do. sis 400 
» Dnydm Prakdsh  .......ccssccsceeeeee| POODD......0++++2+--| Bi-weekly ... 700 
sg SSUEVOUBID ccccccoscesevcepacherdavtcenss| SOMOD cecosetccgresd-| WROGRET oe 375 
» Mahérashtra Mitra .........scccseeee| SACATAceccecssereess| Do, sis 0: 
» Bodha Sudhékar ......sessese..s++00-| DOs secsine siepeshy Os Sis 275 
» Dnyén Chakshu..........000s.cscccreee] POODA'....-0seeeeeeee| Do, e-+| 1,000 
» Dny&nodaya .......secccresecseeeeeeeee| DombAY ......+2+0e-|- Do, a 325 
eek PP CRT ee Ba ERE: aes) eee} | 1,390 
» Ssubodha Patrik4é ...............sese6-, Bombay ............| Do. ...| 1,600 


_ % 
SO MON ae hw fm 


Mara'THI. 
11 | The Arunodaya..........csssore soccceceeces| LDADB..crcrscseeeee.| Weekly... 410 

Bf Dee MMe coc cstcbipcyaccosccicoiess] OMOREUL, vaieccsal Doyo’ iA. ARB 

13 » Belgaum Samfchér ..........0.+-+++-| Belgaum............| Do. Sed 300 

14 | ,, Nyéya Sindhu .............0.00++eeee.] Ahmednagar ......| Do. aa 185 
ine Sen csusucnbace) OObAMMcasavecsssecnnet 100s wed 85 

BG TF We fosciccceA\c:ccoppcsdettions | OMMEEIME Uecesitgl DO nek ys 18D 

17 | ,, Khéndesh Waibhaw ..............-| Dhulia ............1 Do. it . 

» Satya Sadan .......ccoccsccccccsever.| AIDAL covssseeeeee] DO sii 400 

RED i: RMI REIN coteicncgscevegpedeesnevss| BEBO poesypsee, oppet TB, hdl > cRO 

20 | » Hidechobtha 2... o.....sccessccscosssove] MMIBGGE ....ceceen] DO. ie 125 

21 | ., Satya Shodhak ... ......cccccscooree| Ratngiri .........| Do, «| . 150 

22 vs Hindu Punch, .......ssereseerseeeeesees y SNE eee Tey 3 a 

23 | ,, Dhérwar Writta ......ccsseseeserees rity creep RES eS 

24 | , Nagar Saméchér sssresseeeeeeseeses| Ahmednagar ......| Do. vot ts 

ee eee Shiwaji sesanensneseacenenenyeneneenenses Pee do assereenesi 2 Soe: : 200 
26 | 4, Swadesh Mitra .......cc.ccsccsceeeees: Bombay svcoccadqese Tri-weekly...| -. 600 
27 | ,, Sanmérg Darshak ..........0+.-«++++»-| Mudhol serxenscenet Weekiy Gal. 120 
28 | 1» Dnydn Slgar ......eccereresecersreees Pie seveseree| DOw oes 
29 | 2» Pandhari Writta ........ssseesse+.| Pandharpur ......) Do. — «., 
30 9 Vengurla Writte cone eeeeeneereseerens ..| Vengurla peeeceees Bins acid 
31 . 
32 

33 

34 


33 A'rya Warta ee ee ia 
b>] Din Bandhu Cer eme et eo PooMaererereerserver| 


* Re « 


¢ . 
+} Dalgaon. ..copsveeees--- 


eeteeeeOtese) 


Jalgaon Samfchér POOSOO ere eereetesse 
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Se & So ate a, He 2 issued, 
MARA’THI—continued. 


The Dnyén Bodhake ......+++.....sssieesee] Dh 6OWEE, 0000 Weekly ...| 175 


‘leded. E.:.. Paaclty ibs 700 
ss Nibandha Sér Seuabetpineadesesisccial ae Do. 


{ i Wiwidha Dnyén Wistar ee Coir Do. 
Al » Satdharma Dipa .... 0c. Altbag ............) Do. a 600 
42 » Satya Prakésh. ..................e000s| Bombay ............| Fortnightly. |) 399 
ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. | 
43° | The Surya Prakash ..............c..ss00+4| Surat.........0....] Weekly 
44 » Hitechchhu ..........:sssssseseeeeeeee| Ahmedabad ......| Do. 
‘GuJaRA'TI. | 
The Gujardt Mitra ...........ccc0e0e00000.{ Strats... 


eee No, : Names of Newspapers. | Place of publication. ’ Bdition, : 4 yond 


ees 137 


7 Saget Weekly tei 400 


45 
46 | .,, Bombay Sam&chfr.................:::.| Bombay ............) Daily - -...1 “700 
| OT 4+ UGS WONNOO ecu cvcccuscevcsccccccch: SON" seiecccesced DO. sui 525 
48 


» Akhbére Sowddgar Sietestemmite a SS Lass teass 615 


OFSRD |: BMRMNOMMME “CrscretSsccescvascoseveccedl S005": Soscreetccl WROEREY “4o0] 1,650 
GCiROW F--,,. EMMMEIEMENOMN: Soseesecossdvccsscencccdcey Sas | Do. 


PEE Fst - RUE BUMMOW scesuctccnpeccemsceccesT "EPOs SS Wesesceccen]” Gs 


eh NE Caccncccetie Boe ssi OO dS ayo 
OS b> 5y  EsOMR MARIE: oseceases. cece. pcqesscsesd DOs” aaeseceesces] DOs i ae 


o4 | ,, Deshi Mitra:':.......0.......ccccsecceset BUTAt cas... eeecec..s| DO. 


vee 220 
‘eee 000 


mm) Y Samsher Béhddur .....................| Ahmedabad ....,.| Do, ie 200 
56 | ,, Ahmedabad Saméchér.............../ Do.  .........| Do 


| OF 0 Tee NN oi iki csc ccaeccd IAMERR che .ee00ese0ees] . Dk ae 153 
~~ 58 » Broach Wartam4n ..................| Broach ......... Do, an 50 


| 8 i Fie ..s.c,:1: a 115 


Co ag Oe 


BO Fg, BU I oo socees..ccrvtnncpesesees] BOUMDSY ;....50.---4, DB. eve] ., 400 


» 
~ : 


SR SSAA ONES S| Do, _,,...| 1,000 


®@@eeeeves ee 


| 62 9? Késide Mumbai a AONE Do. et en Tri- Weekly 900 


ce a Gujarét SEE RS SO a Weekly se 500 
64 1. Nyfya aoa at ge aRaamanaR Do. sre 600 
*65 | ,, Swadesh Mangal ............55...0-| Broagh ..,...000] Do. | ..., 100 


| | 2. ee Broach Batabehkinntsoree.,-ccccsscc] Ca soak Do, a 


: a Ps Dindio eo a RaUSeeS areas Fe kid dee 100 


4 «68 er a Eger ARaaiae 5" aiiaibartan Monthly ...| 400 
oS De TIE cracicccccripsscrsced (DIR severed Day“, 475 


a 3 70 >? A'rya Dharma Prakésh fie es ~ Do, a ERR Do. | ? ees 400 
4 : i Sex. Sag he Widyé ao ARRENEE 1ale . ~ apnni a» ON : 300 


4 z ° @eet®@eeOOweas 
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collected under different heads, which are printed i in italics. 
in italics, and the nuimber of the Beveperes in'the list at the 


@ not given information a to the number of copies 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 4th August, in commenting upon the Deccan 
lato Relief Bill, says that from the speech of the 

onourable Mr. Hope, it appears that it is the aim of 
| this Bill to free the ryot from the tyranny of the 
sowkérs. This object is undoubtedly laudable, but we consider the Honourable 
gentleman to be in error in attributing the wretched condition of the agricul- 
turists solely to the oppression practised on them by the sowkdrs. From the 
fact, that this Bill is to be made applicable only to four districts, it would seem 
that it is to be tried as an experimental measure, and that Mr. Hope himself is 
not quite convinced of the soundness of the opinion which he expresssed on the 
introduction of the measure. The sowkars do not deserve blame in the matter 
of the indebtedness of the ryot, because the former do not force the latter to 
incur debt; and the transaction is entirely voluntary as far as the borrower is 
concerned. Even the ryots cannot help seeking the aid of the sowkdrs, since 
for nearly three quarters of a year they are without the means of subsistence, 
and are obliged to seek external aid. Besides, the unfailing exaction of the 
land assessment is another cause, which compels farmers to have recourse to 
money-lenders. If they did not do this, Government is not likely to come 
forward to afford them the required aid, particularly in the present disordered 
condition of the finances. Again, the collection of the se tax in money, 
instead of in kind, is an additional reason, which obliges ryots to go to sowkars, 
and unless any alteration is made in the mode of levying it, things are not 
likely tc improve. Up to this time sowkars did not hesitate to lend money on 
the security of land; but since by this Bill it is declared that land cannot be 
sold in execution of a decree, they will, as a class, not be forward in entering 
into pecuniary transactions with ryots, and this will increase the sufferings of 
the latter. Harsh legislation directed against the money-lending class is not 
likely to improve the condition of the masses. 


Shins: Meeks Mialaieniail The same alludes to the prediction of Rdo 
should consult the Meteorolo. >-#04dur Kero Laxuman Chhatre on the occurrence of 
gical Officers in the other @ famine in the year 1880, and suggests that Govern- 
-Presidencies, with reference to ment should consult the Meteorological Officers in 
repli Rye see ar the other Presidencies, and if they are unanimous in 
1880, their opinion, action should be taken in anticipation 
- to meet the catastrophe. 


The same complains that although half the monsoon is over, yet the 
Cuiiitatas a da? Sadia re pe gapagi - Pace ~ of rain hy the 
- country during the month of June have not yet been 
— me Pees. eee published Wg the Sanitary Cansiieninons This 
delay is really unaccountable, since Government has 
ordered all weather reports for any particular month to be dispatched, so as to 
reach the office of the Sanitary Commissioner on or before the 5th of the follow- 
ing month. At any other time this delay would be of no consequence, but the 
punctual publication of the weather reports during the rainy season is very 
desirable. The Sanitary Department was ostensibly established to improve the 
health of the people ; but since it has failed to discharge this function, it might 
at any rate have shown its usefulness by publishing punctually and regularly 
the weather reports, and the statistics with respect to births and deaths. But 
éven this part of its work has not been done satisfactorily. The registers of 
births and deaths are not published at all. During the late famine crisis, these 
statistics would have been very useful, and would have avoided much misconcep- 
tion in the public mind, In the Presidency of Madras, the figures with reference 
to births and deaths are regularly published, and we are, therefore, surprised 
that the same is not done in this Presidency, 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 3rd August, in an article on Imperialism, 
Says that the Government . repeats many arguments which have been frequentl 


Disapproves of the Deccan 
Ryots’ lief Bill. 


of India is becoming more reported, and observes that in the matter of the aboli- 


despotic every year. tion of the import duty on cotton foo, and the 
) appropriation of the proceeds of the license-tax, not 
oa ; | \; | 
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only have the members of the Supreme Council been treated with di 
it would seem as if despotism itself has taken firm hold of the 


, but 


vernor 


General’s mind. From Lord Lytton’s reply to the representation of the a 
r. Yule, 


Chamber of Commerce, this conclusion is more than amply confirmed. M 

the President of that body, condemned in strong terms action of Government 
with reference to the diversion of the receipts from the license-tax, but this 
conduct gave offence to the Viceroy, who refused altogether to discuss the 
question with the Chamber. The old system of administering the government 
of the recs has evidently been abandoned, and it seems that in future the 
will of the Governor General for the time being is to prevail. It is to be 
hoped that Lord Lytton and his superiors will sg consider the policy which 
they are inaugurating, and we trust that they will do that which is for the 
benefit of the country. 


The same, in noticing the appointment of Mr. Forrest to the Professorship 
of Mathematics in the Deccan College, says that we 
Disapproves of theappoint- never thought that Government would so quickly 
ee SS. ee the forget the circular published in April last, on the 
arg cous Ay | omg “* extended employment of natives in the public service. 
r The straitened condition of the finances has been 
admitted by the Secretary of State, and we, therefore, believed that Government 
would respect its promises at such a crisis. Besides, it was recently stated in 
the House of Commons by the Under Secretary of State for India that one 
method of reducing the public charges was by the larger employment of native 
agency, and that Lord Lytton had taken the subject in hand, and that it was 
his intention to give effect to this policy as early as possible. From all these 
facts, we were of opinion that natives would be appointed to high offices, but 
recently an instance has occurred which makes us think that the future will 
resemble the past. Here the writer says that no valid ground has been shown 
for making the appointment of Mr. Forrest, particularly when many competent 
natives were available, It is reported that the Head of the Department recom- 
mended the appointment of a native gentleman. If this be true, he is of course 
not deserving of blame in the matter. Even, if the selection of the European 
‘had been made on the ground of efficiency alone, there would have been no 
cause for dissatisfaction ; but it is stated that Mr. Forrest cannot teach mathe- 
matics at all. This, however, is beside the question. Our principal ground of 
complaint is that a European gentleman was selected when efficient natives 
were to be had. If the present policy is continued, we fail to see how the 
public charges can be reduced, and how the people can place any reliance on 
promises of our rulers. 


The Dnydn Prakash ©) of the 21st July says that under the Deccan Ryots’ 
elief Bill, it is proposed to create twelve new 
D = be eto hac ae Subordinate Judges in the Collectorates of Poona, 
a tour of inspection. s°" Sholépar, Ahmednagar and Sdtéra, and that it is 
intended to appoint two Special and two Assistant 
Judges to supervise the work of the civil courts in those Collectorates. We at 
nt refrain from commenting upon the necessity of sanctioning new Supervis- 
ing Judges; for, asa matter of fact, the chief Civil Judges in the Districts 
mentiond above have really very little work, and yet they do not move about to 
examine the courts subordinate to them. Besides, one of them has been granted an 
Assistant, although there is no work forhim. Again, we cannot hel remarking 
that the same state of things obtains in the High Court, where the j udges have 
not enough to do, and some of them might, therefore, with advantage, be 
employed in supervising the various civil and criminal courts in the Presi- 
ce It is unnecessary to dwell on the benefits which will accrue from such 
on. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 4th August says that it is reported that Govern- 
Says that the District ment intend to invest the District Magistrate of Koldba 
Magistrate of Koléba may With the powers of a Joint Sessions Judge in that 
i of vested with the Collectorate for a period of three months. It is said 
Tete 4 Joint Sessions that the Sessions Judge of Thdéna considers that the 


proposed arrangement will not be advantageous. On 


- the rest of the year he has to move in his district, performing 


i 
a consideration of the question it seems that a trial of this plan for three months 


will not show the disadvantages resulting from the arrangement; for the 


District Magistrate remains at head-quarters during the monsoon, and durin 
Revenue an 
isterial duties. Hence, during that period it will be difficult for him to 
come to the head-quarters pager vi to hold the Sessions every month. Again, 
an officer, the greater portion of whose time is occupied in doing Revenue and 
Magisterial work, will not be able to perform the purely Judicial work of a 
Sessions Judge satisfactorily. 


The Arunodaya (11) of vy hg Anger -. an = on Brdhmans, says 
that the Vernacular Press Act was ostensibly passed, 
on Hae biting ‘Bogliah because the matter published in the idriaaslan. web 
journals from publishing papers was calculated to inflame the minds of the 
matter ore? Fon par- masses against Government. This being so, it behoves 
aca sections Of the com our rulers to take similar action with reference to 
a those English journals, who have been recently 
inveighing against educated natives, and particularly against Brahmans. Per- 
sistent attacks directed against a particular section of any community, the 
members of which are foremost in intelligence among their own countrymen, is 
likely to prejudice those people against Government, and the contagion may 
ultimately spread to the great body of the people. It is, therefore, to be hoped 
that Government will be pleased to enact a law, prohibiting English newspapers 
from charging educated natives and Bréhmans with disloyalty. If this were 
done, our highest officers would act impartially towards all classes, and the 
mutual suspicion which now exists between the governors and the governed 
would disappear. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 27th July contains a narrative of the capture of 
__  Wasudew Balwant Fadke. It runs as follows:—In 
; Says ng as A the office where Wasudew once was, there was a peon 
the capture of Wasudew Of the name of Bhiwa, who undertook to apprehend 
Balwant Fadke. him on condition of Government affording all the 
assistance ,which he (Bhiwa) required. This man 
assumed the dress of a Lingait priest, and while travelling in this disguise, learnt 
that Fadke was at Gangapur. Bhiwa hovered about in the neighbourhood, and 
when convinced that F'adke was really in that village, demanded the aid of two 
hundred sepoys from the Government of the Nizim, which was at once granted. 
On the 4th July Fadke left Gangapur with his attendant Bréhman, and during 
the night slept in a temple in the midst of a jungle about twelve miles from 
Gangapur. When Bhiwa came to know this movement of Fadke, he followed 
him, and about eleven o’clock at night surrounded the temple with his men,when 
Fadke and his companion were fast asleep. Bhiwa then went crouching to the 
man, and after — removing the sword which was lying by his side, he 
called out to Fadke to rise. Fadke then got up and voalies the awfulness of 
his situation. From the fact that Wasudew has a wound on his breast, it would 
seem that there must have been some rough encounter between him and the 
surrounding party. FFadke was immediately pinioned, and in this state was 
taken to the Gudur Railway Station. From thence Bhiwa telegraphed the good 
news to Major Daniell, who on Jearning it at once started to receive his charge. 
The English newspapers in Bombay and Poona, in publishing an account of the 
seizure of Wasudew Balwant Fadke, give all the credit of his capture to Major 
Daniell, but this must have evidently been done by some one who wished to 
extol the bravery and merits of Major Daniell as a Police Officer. The above 
account, however, will show to whom credit of the apprehension is really due. 


The Satya Shodhak (21) of the 27th July says that many years ago the 


‘ charge for the conveyance of a newspaper was one 
Pirie op the charge for anna, and this was callanieintie reduced to half an 
India’ should ee, ™ anna. The writer requests that Government should 
ould be reduced to : : e, ss 

the level of what it is in e@Ven reduce this charge to the level of what it is in 
England. England. This will not cause any loss to the revenue, 
as the diminished rate for conveyance would increase 
, and besides, would benefit the public in other ways. 


the demand for newspa 
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The Shiwdjt (25) of the 1st August refers to the war with the Zulus, and 
cava that the joy exhibited remarks that the recent news of the success of the 
on the capture an insigni lish against these people has caused intense 
cant creature like Wasudew delight in the military circles in England. On any 
Balwant Fadke was unbe- other occasion we should have been surprised at this 
coming. spectacle, on account of the insignificance of the Zulus 
as a warlike race, but the exhibition of a similar feeling on less important 
occasions in India shows that we ought not to be astonished at the joy felt in 
England on the defeat of the Zulus. When the news of the capture of Wasudew 
Balwant Fadke was received in Poona, the conduct of some persons was really 
ridiculous. In the Engineering College Mr. Samuel Cooke stuck notices of the 
seizure of this dacoit, and expressed the most unbounded joy on the occasion. 
Besides, the fulsome praise bestowed on Major Daniell in several quarters about 
the apprehension of F’adke was sufficient to create disgust among sober minded 
people. Ifthe Officer who caught Fadke, while asleep, be deserving of so much 
commendation, and if the occasion was a fit one for the exhibition of the utmost 
joy, it would be difficult to realise what might not have been justifiable on such 
an occasion, as for instance, the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte. 


The Gwardt Mitra (45) of the 3rd August observes that a charge of eight 
annas for the first forty tolas of a banghy parcel is 
Observes that the charge exorbitant, and falls Merny on the people. Former- 
of eight annas on the first Jy the Post Office charged three annas, and afterwards 
syndrens abanghy parcel four annas for. every ten tolas. These rates were 
tolerably low; but the present rate is really high. 
For instance, on banghy parcels of small weight, containing articles of sma!l 
value, such as medicines, the charge of eight annas comes to several times the 
price of the article. Government might in this matter as well follow the 
example of the railway companies which levy charges on parcels according to 
the value of the articles contained in them. 


The Rdst Goftdér (49) of the 8rd August, in alluding to the report that 
Wasudew Balwant Fadke had raised some Arab and 
Observes that it is not MRohilla levies in the Nizim’s country, observes that 
right to give the character this news has turned out true. On his capture, papers 
of a political offence to the. . . - as 
crimes of Wasudew Balwant Were found with him, from which it appears that he 
Fadke, and his associates. intended to create disturbances on a large scale, and 
that he was concerting measures to thut effect. The 
documents were in his own hand-writing. From these factsit would seem that 
Wasudew is not the only incitor of this defection, nor is he the ring leader, and 
that there must be other persons who instigated and gave him help. Seven- 
teen Deccan Bréhmans have been apprehended on a suspicion of keeping com- 
munication of one kind or another with him. It cannot be denied that there 
is need for sifting this matter to its very bottom, and for seizing all the aiders 
and abettor. But is it right or desirable, asks the Rdst Goftdr, to attach so 
much importance to Wasudew and his associates as is given to a State prisoner ? 
Excepting any secret information which Government might have received, the 
movements which they made do not appear to have extended beyond the com- 
mission of dacoities on a large scale ; and, hence, it is not only not discreet, 
but it is positively injurious to give the movements of a brigand the appear- 
ance of a political agitation. To strike seditious persons in the Deccan with 
awe about the enormity of their offence, it is necessary that Wasudew and 
his turbulent associates should be severely punished. The Rast Goftér does 
not believe that any of the educated Bréhmans were aiders and abettor in 
this affair. It is true that dissatisfaction has of late increased among the people, 
but they are not disloyal, and, hence, it is not for the advantage of the rulers 
~ the ruled that the stigma of disloyalty should be unjustly thrown upon the 
er. 


The same observes that Mr. Bright has outstepped the bounds of the 


Requests Government to ®dvocacy of Indian interests in stating in one of 


redeem its promises to give’ his recent speeches, that England does not know how 
the natives of India higher to rule India well, and that since Indian administra- 
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places in the administration tion is a failure, it would be better for England 


of their country. | - are — to napa pie me that Lord 
| ranbrook has given a reply to Mr. Bright’s strictures, 
in his speech at the annual examination of the Coopee’s Hill College. His 


Lordship defended the administration, and justly observed that England has 
succeeded in making India a healthy and secure empire, the diverse people of 
which are being taught to feel as ellow-countrymen and fellow-subjects. It 
must, however, be observed that the English rule in India is not perfect. 
There are many grave defects in it, which have done injury to the country. 
And yet it is not only not a failure, but really a wonderful success. It is 
superior to all previous governments, and in its strength lies the real welfare 
of India. Mr. Bright’s assertion has created in the minds of many people in 
England the false im ression that India is a dead weight upon England. But 
the truth is, that India, instead of being a burden, is a source of great wealth to 
England, and is, besides, advantageous in other ways toher. The real sufferer 
is India, and it will be well if our administrators were to set early to the work 
of removing the defects of the Indian administration. At present the natives 
of India are not promoted to tlie higher places in the administration which are 
exclusively monopolised by Englishmen. Lord Cranbrook has once more in 
his speech admitted this injustice. ‘The natives have received many promises 
on this subject from successive Viceroys and Secretaries of State, and also in 
the shape of Government resolutions ; but unfortunately nothing has been done 
to redeem them. The people have ceased to believe in simple promises, and 
they ought, therefore, on no account to be allowed to remain a dead-letter. Dis- 
satisfaction will increase, if any further delay occurs in settling this question. 


The same, in alluding to the failure of the motion made by Mr. Fawcett in 
the House of Commons, that it was unjust to exact from 
Observes that rene Re “. India seven times the amount paid by England of 
ei can lta India. © the cost of the Afghan war, observes that Government 
| has commenced to bring into force in an objectionable 
manner its resolution to effect reductions in the expenses of the administration. 
It has not. curtailed items which ought to have been reduced, while it has reduced 
those which ought not to have been touched. For instance, it has been resolved 
upon breaking up the India Office Museum, and distributing the.collection of 
curiosities in three placesfor the sake of the annual saving of seventy-five thousand 
rupees,. Again, for the paltry saving of twelve lacs of rupees, the railway between 
Ajmere and Ahmedabad is to be constructed on the narrow gauge. Canal 
works have been suspended, and it is feared that public works, which would 
afford employment to the tong sng ag #5 would also be soon stopped. 
All this ought not to have been done. e Afghan war was the natural result 
of the weakness shown by England in allowing Russia to get the upperhand in 
the last Russo-Turkish war, and was not undertaken in defence of the Indian 
empire. Hence, it was simple justice that England should have paid the cost of 
the Afghan campaign. But India has been made to pay seven times the share 
borne by England. Though the failure of Mr. Fawcett’s motion is to be 
regretted, there is one consolation to be derived from the fact that 125 Members 
supported the motion, while 137 opposed it. And that consolation is, that day 
by day there is an increasing number of Members of Parliament who are willin 
to advocate the cause of this country. Though India herself does not thin 
it right that she should be altogether exempted from payment for the expenses 
of this war, yet since England has abolished the Indian import duty on cotton 
goods solely for the benefit of English merchants, she may well have exempted 
India from all share of the cost of the Afghan war. The Yajddén Parast (51) of 
the same date repeats some of the above sentiments). 


The same, in wpe, Sr the murder of a Khoja gentleman at Kurrachee in 
ebruary last, observes that the murderer was appre- 
Asks whether the police hended very soon after the commission of the crime, 


of Kurrachee has made an a . . . ' , | 
eugniry in torasd te the, and was imprisoned. His trial was ied, as he 


murder of a Khoja which was afterwards withdrew the startling confession which he | 


vrumitted at that station in ‘first made, implicating certain parties as his insti- 
ebruary last. gators. It is a long time since these events occurred, 
and yet the accused has not been tried. It is very 


ia 


8 


desirable, therefore, to know whether the police of Kurrachee has been able to 
detect the instigators within the six months which have passed since the occur- 
rence. ‘The authorities would appear to have forgotten the commission of the 
erime. ‘Though his confession makes dreadful revelations, still it is te 
that there is some truth in it, and, hence, it behoves Government to make the 

necessary enquiries, and to remove the suspicion. | 


The Loka Mitra (53) of the 3rd August briefly states the circumstances of 
Observes that the authori. the libel against the Editor of the Broach Samdchdr 
ties concerned ought to (66) newspaper, as they came out in the enquiry 


enquire whether there was before the trate. These circumstances were 
real need for agree J the 


STEER’ ihe stated at some length in the Rdst Goftdr (49) of the 
svumitting Magistrate took 13th July, and were noticed in the Summary for the 
in the case of the charge of week ending 19th July. In noticing the case, the 
libel against the Broach Mitra observes that looking at the subject-matter of 
Samédchér newspaper. the complaint against the Editor, there was no need 
for the adoption of severe measures. The accused had tendered ample apology, 
and it would have been quite proper if the court had declined to go on with the 
case. One cannot comprehend what benefits can be secured by carrying to its 
end in this manner a complaint of this nature agent a newspaper. The new 
Press Act hasraised obstaclesin the way of eae ication of the vernacular papers, 
and proceedings like these are likely to produce effects in the same direction. 
In cases like that of the Samdch4ér, Government ought to give the paper some 
support. Perhaps, the Magistrate had authority to take the action which he 
adopted, but it is desirable to ascertain whether there was real need for his 
doing so. It is hoped that the authorities concerned will make the necessar 
enquiry. (The Yajddén Parast (51) of the same date expresses its disapproval 


of the severe measures alleged to have been adopted in this case by the 
Magistrate, who committed it to the Sessions.) 


The same observes that there is need for providing some means as a 


_ protection against the famines which prevail in this 
Recommends the extension ¢ouyntry, Canal irrigation is the only efficient panacea 
of canal irrigation throughout . . . . 
India, as an efficient protec. ®gainst the evil, while rail roads and forests may be 
tion against famines. assigned a secondary place. The Government of 
India gives preference to railways over canals, believ- 
ing that the former possess, among others, the advantage of mitigating 
famines. But the last Deccan famine has proved that railways were not successful 
in supplying the famine-stricken districts with sufficient corn, and the people 
suffered severely from the calamity. On the other hand, canals have achieved 
complete success in mitigating the calamity wherever they have happened. 
The latest instance of this success is to be found in the report for 1877-78 on 
the canal irrigation in the North-West Provinces. In 1877 there was a complete 
absence of the annual rains in several districts of that Presidency, and yet the 
canal irrigation of those districts saved the people from suffering from the bad 
effects of the calamity. Notwithstanding this obvious superiority of canals over 
railways, it is to be regretted that the Government of India devotes more 
attention to the construction of the latter. It is, however, gratifying to find that 
Sir Richard Temple is giving his attention to the extension of canal irrigation in 
this Presidency. ‘In sltading to the Bill on Canal Irrigation pending before the 
local Legislative Council, the Mitra observes that the only objectionable clause 
in 1t is that about the recovery of the cost of the works which will prove to be 
in the end a heavy burden on the agricultural classes. If proper alterations are 
made in that clause, extension of canal irnigeines would really prove a benefit 
the people. It is desirable that canals should be constructed throughout the 
ength and breadth of this vast empire; and it is hoped that the Government 
of India will pay due attention to this important subject. 


The Kdside Mumbai (62) of the 4th August states that several respectable 
Requests th residents of Memonwada in Bombay, complain that 
Bo e€ Police of :3 | 
= mbay to prevent bad many bad characters collect at four o’clock every | 
yom: fiom sitting on afternoon, and sit till eleven at night on the corners of 
of Memonwada, = 7*8 ~Chhés Mohola. They annoy the women who sar 
| along those roads, and use indecent expressions. ‘This 
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conduct is likely to give rise to a serious row one of these days. It behoves 
the police, therefore, to prohibit them from assembling. _ | 


The Broach Saméchér (66) of the 31st July, but received on the 3rd August, 
states that, in consequence of the increase made in the 
Requests Government to = , . 

seduce the number of gallons number of gallons of country spirit which the liquor 
of country liquor which the shop-keepers of Broach are obliged to buy daily from 
liquor shop-keepers A qecnan the Sadar Distillery at that station, there is a large 
ie gr vsang:— bev 008 “vy balance of unconsumed liquor in their hands. Some 
cig of them now hold about five hundred gallons, and 
others 600 to 1,200 gallons each, and on this large quantity they have paid the 
duty. Last year they made a representation to Mr. White, the late Catlaaton, 
who told them that their complaint would be properly considered before issuing 
the licenses for the following year. A few days ago they made .a similar 
complaint to Mr. Lely, the present Collector, who also made the same state- 
ment. But, on the 26th ultimo, he sent for them, and informed them that 
they must pay the duty on the fixed number of gallons, and that if they 
refused, no licenses would be issued. The Samdchér disapproves of this act of 
the Collector. It represents that the liquor shop-keepers are, as a class, poor, 
and when they already hold a large balance of liquor in hand, Government 
ought to take pity on them, and reduce the number of gallons which they are 


6 lg to buy daily. If this is not done, the poor fellows will be completely 
ruined. 


Municipalities. 

The Gujardt Mitra (45) of the 3rd August disapproves of the order issued 
by the Surat Municipality, refusing the public, except 
Disapproves of the order those who would pay a rupee per year, an access to 
a he Pg od Mag the people’s park after dusk. This prohibition has 
ra been made, because some valuable plants were stolen 
from the garden. ‘To shut the garden doors so soon 
in order to prevent robberies, does not speak well of the efficiency of the police, 
which ought to detect the thieves, sad peovent future robberies. Even this 
organs will not prevent thefts,.as there is no high wall round the garden, 
ut is surrounded by a low iron railing, which a thief can easily leap over. 
Thus, the prohibition only causes inconvenience to the public without being 

able to prevent thefts, and ought, therefore, to be removed. 


The Yajddén Parast (51), the A’rya Mitra (52), and the Loka Mitra (53) of 
the 3rd August also record their disapproval of the 

Pits Aes — me Corpora- refusal of the Corporation of Bombay to recover from 
se Sveti Poa ee the Kathidwar Chiefs the expenses incurred for sending 
cost of sending the Kaéthi4war the Kathidwdr refugees back to their own country. 
refugees back to theirhomes. ‘The reasons advanced are the same as those given by 


the Bombay Samdchdér (46) of the 29th ultimo, whose 
remarks have been noticed at more length in the last weekly Summary. 


The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 29th J uly, but received on the 3rd 

-. _._. August, complains that the public road in the town 
of mad ae prapmge.ar ved of Broach, leading from the old bazar to Nawchoki, 
road and the ee the Civil Court and the River Narmada, has fallen 
of Nawchoki. into disrepair, and carts, carriages and foot-passengers 


deserih; experience great difficulty in going over it. After 
Petia. at some detail the defects of this road, the Swadesh Mangal requests 


“ unicipality to remove them, and to build some new steps at the landing 
P < at Nawchoki, where several precipices and pits have been formed, which 


1 auger the lives of the numerous persons who go there to bathe or wash 
their clothes, 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. © 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
12th August 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 11th August, in discussing the Deccan Ryots’ 
Relief Bill, says that the ryots are obliged to seek the 
Makes comments on Mr. help of sowkars on account of the unvarying exaction 
Hope's speech peg vet of the land revenue which is besides made payable in 
os ae a the ‘troduction money. In introducing this measure into the Revdeiiis 
of the Deccan Ryots’ Relief lasted Council, Mr. Hope assigned a variety of 
Bill. reasons for the indebtedness of the agricultural 
) population. He observed that the farmers of this 
country have been for ages poor and ignorant ; that much oppression used to be 
ractised in realising the land revenue under former native rulers, and that 
owing to the ryots not possessing a proprietary right in their lands, they had 
to incur debts, the burden of which went on increasing from generation to gene- 
ration. Subsequently, when the country came into the possession of the 
English, the credit of the ryots rose, high prices prevailed, and high profits were 
reaped, which the ryots thought would continue for ever. In the thirty years 
preceding 1875, the population also increased, which led to the augmentation 
of the expenses of maintaining a family, and the ryots then began to experience 
difficulty in paying the land revenue. This added to the previous inherited 
load of debt, compelled them to resort to the civil courts, which ultimatel 
brought them to their present ruinous condition. We are unable to concur wit 
Mr. Hope in the account which he has given of the indebtedness of the 
agricultural population. In the first place we doubt whether the ryots ever 
had to meet liabilities which had been handed down from their ancestors. 
There is nothing to show that the Mérwddi and Gujardéti money-lenders 
were as numerous in former times as they are now; on the contrary it can 
be proved that they have increased in number since the advent of the 
English. Again, the great bulk of the people used to support themselves 
on the different trades and professions which flourished in this country during 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; but these have ceased to exist 
owing to European competition, and hence the people have suffered in 
wealth. The recovery also of the land tax in money instead of in kind added 
greatly to the difficulties of the ryots. In former times litigation was not so 
costly as it has become of late, and this has led to the impoverishment of the 
country. Mr. Hope, in one part of his speech, declared that the extravagance 
of the ryots has brought them to their present degraded condition, but in 
the earlier portion of his speech, he said that the ryots as a class were 
industrious and not prodigal. We are unable to understand these incon- 
sistent opinions. In conclusion, the writer attributes the wretched state of 
the agricultural population to the annihilation of the trades and professions 
which existed in India in former times, to the collection of the land revenue in 
money instgad of in kind, and to the enhancement of the land tax since 1865. 
It is true that the high prices which jthen prevailed led the Revenue Survey 
Officers to pitch the assessments high; but that those high prices were only 
temporary, was entirely lost sight of. The exorbitant nature of the new settle- 
ment in the Ind4pur Tdluka was brought to the notice of Sir Philip Wodehouse, 
and he was concerting measures to moderate the rates, but unfortunately after 
his departure no action was taken in the matter, and the Revenue urvey 
Department assumed its ascendency. | 


The same alludes to the Resolution published in April last, on the subject 
of employing natives in the higher grades of the 
public service, and says that from a communication 
received from the Press Commissioner we learn that 
| the Resolution in question is to be made applicable to 
the three Presidencies. We do not attach any importance to this statement, 

since in the Revenue and Judicial Departments the bulk of appointments have 

n always held by natives, and hence this Resolution does not — any 
special benefit on them. In conclusion, the writer desires to be informed of the 
exact meaning of the word “ Native,” and observes that a little while ago it was 
Sven out in the English newspapers that Europeans who had settled in the 


Wishes to be informed of 


the exact meaning of the word 
Native.” | 
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country would come under the denomination of natives, and that if this be the 
signification of the word, then the Resolution in question would prove nugatory 
as far a8 natives are concerned. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 10th A gives the substance of the speech 
of the Honourable Mr. Hope on the introduction of 
_ Diespproves of the Deccan the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill into the Supreme 
. edhorereaenss Legislative Council, and observes that if it be true 
that the impoverishment of the ryots has been accomplished by the Agency of 
the sowkars, the same state of things which prevails in the Collectorates of 
Poona, Sdétéra, Nagar and Sholdpur should exist over the rest of the Presidency. 
Although it must be admitted that the sowkdrs have been to a certain extent 
instrumental in bringing about the ruin of the ryots, yet their present wretched 
condition is not entirely attributable to them (sowkérs); and that there are several 
other agencies at work which have brought about this result. Even Mr. Hope 
has partially acknowledged the correctness of this statement. He declared that 
in order to improve the gaye of the soil and the condition of the ryot, it 
was absolutely necessary that the proprietary right in land should vest in him. 
‘We are of opinion that Government deserves more blame in the matter of the 
indebtedness of the ryot than the sowkdrs; but at the same time we affirm that 
Government has not intentionally done anything to bring about the present 
wretched state of things. In the first place the revised rates of the land tax 
settled only a few years ago in some of the Collectorates by the Survey 
Department were pitched too high, and that this fact attracted the notice of 
Sir Philip Wodehouse, who, in 1874, proposed to lower them ; but unfortunately 
his suggestions were not carried out, owing to the opposition of the Government 
of India, then acting under the guidance of Sir Barrow Ellis. The Government 
of India have now, however, come to see the soundness of the views of Sir Philip 
Wodehouse, but it is strange that no action has been taken to reduce the 
assessments. That the exorbitant nature of the land tax, and its unrelenting 
exaction irrespectively of the nature of the seasons has led to the present 
degraded state of the agricultural population has been acknowledged by the 
Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab, and we entirely adopt His Honor’s 
conclusion. From the establishment, of the English rule till the introduction of 
the Survey Settlement in this Presidency, the farmers used to obtain remissions of 
land revenue even in cases of partial failure of crops, but this policy has now been 
ignored, and even in cases of famine remissions are never granted. Again, the 
yield of the soil has been steadily diminishing, because the cultivators are forced 
to cultivate their fields every year on account of the payment of the land revenue. 
This should be altered, and the tax should be recovered according to the area 
under cultivation. Many other causes can be assigned for the poverty of the 
agriculturists, but those mentioned above are the principal. Mr. Hope, in his 
speech, has in a way admitted the correctness of our views, but he has nowhere 
suggested measures to remove them. His Excellency the Viceroy, from his 
ise seems to be aware of the causes which have brought about the ruin of 
the cultivating classes, and it is, therefore, to be hoped that something will be 
done to remove the objectionable grounds which have been urged against the 
manner and mode of levying the land tax. 


The same refers to the unequal incidence of the house-rate in Bombay, 
and remarks that although Municipal affairs have 

ann Ragen Peat orp been better managed than they used to be since the 
incidence of the house-rate z2te-payers have been allowed to send representa- 
in Bombay, and the manner tives to the Corporation, yet there is ample room for 
and mode of collecting it. improvement in every respect. It is to be hoped 
: that those with whom the final authority rests will 

not be inattentive or negligent in their work. The assessable value of house 
eae in Bombay has been steadily declining during the last ten years, and 


if this downward cause continues, some new tax will have to be levied in order 


to recoup the loss of Municipal income. No time, therefore, should be lost in 

8 measures to enquire into the incidence of the house-rate, and the manner 

and mode of collecting it. Here the writer quotes specific instances where house 

roperty has been underassessed, and which were mentioned by Mr. Gokuldds 

vugmohundds at the meeting of the Corporation held on the 28th June. In 
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nelusion, we hope, says the Opinion, that the work of assessing house property 
vill not be entrusted to a single officer, but that some action will be taken in 
the manner suggested by Dr. Blaney. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 11th August says that up to this time it 
was the practice of Sessions Judges to hold Sessions 
Disapproves of District onthe first Monday in each month, but that now the 
Magistrates pt | Pere High Court has ruled that they should try criminal 
deg powers ees" eases as they are sent to them by the committing 
Magistrates. It is also stated that the District. 
Magistrate of Koldba has been invested with the powers of a Sessions Judge. 
In commenting upon the above changes, the Dnydn Prakdsh observes that much 
inconvenience will result from these arrangements. In the District Court of 
Poona where there is little civil work, no inconvenience will be immediate] 
felt, but that in other places where there are plenty of arrears, great delay will 
occur in dispatching civil business. Again, by investing the District Magistrate 
with the powers Of a Sessions Court, he may have to try cases committed to the 
Sessions by himself; but this matter must have been considered by the High Court. 
Perhaps some day it may be thought proper to clothe chief constables with 
magisterial powers. 


The Mahérashtra Mitra {5) of the 7th August, but received on the 11th, 
alludes to the rejection of Mr. Fawcett’s motion in the 
gy sae of the cost of House of Commons on the subject of the expenditure 
e Afghan war being thrown ° 
‘on Tose: of the Afghan war, and remarks that there is really no 
reasonable ground for throwing the cost of this 
expedition on India. But it is impossible to contend against the decisions of 
the powers that be. It seems to be still the belief of the people in England 
that India is a land of incalculable wealth, and that its inhabitants are rich and 
thriving. They can, therefore, easily bear this trifling burden. But those 
Englishmen who entertain this notion, and the Members of Parliament who 
voted against Mr. Fawcett’s motion, should come to this country and see with 
their own eyes the miserable condition of the Indian population. Right think- 
ing persons consider the present,policy of Government to be mischievous, and 
fear that it may perhaps some day od in disaster. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Suddhkar (6) of the 13th August says that 

a Mahomedun Fakir lives in the house of one A’nna 

gg soe bag Mme oa 7 Saheb Bhonslay in the town of Sdtéra. His general 

Sitéra to the case of a behaviour is that of a madman. He annoys women 

iving i and others who pass by the house. The other day 

he threw stone at a boy which nearly killed him. 

: The writer hopes that the Magistrate and the Police 

Superintendent of the district will take measures to remove him to a lunatic 
asylum or some other suitable place. 


Another correspondent of the' same, writing from Yelure in the Vdlva 

Taluka of the Satara Collectorate, says that the Assist- 

pane at ie pameteat ant Deputy Educational Inspector uses opprobrious 

mi Shthrn regia Sa epithets in the presence of the respectable people of 
n . ° . 

uses opprobrious epithets to the village towards vernacular school-masters, if their 
vernacular school-masters. ee fail to give proper answers at the examination. 


o other Educational officer has been known to behave 


in this way towards his subordinates, and it is to be hoped that this Shudra 


Hew ot — in future from annoying poor school-masters as he has 


The Nydya Sindhu (14) of the 11th August expresses its gratitude to 


~ 


g _ Government for the establishment of agricultural 
Age that the instraction classes in connection with the different High Schools 
classes in this Presiden cy, but remarks that no substantia 

good will result from them unless the instruction 

| _ Imparted is of a practical character. Besides, the 
tonke people whose children are most likely to profit by an 
eericultural education do not send them to High Schools, and those who 
frequent them belong to the non-agricultural community. Hence, in order to 


4 
i) 


: 
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make these classes really useful, they should be attached to vernacular schools 


which are attended by the children of agriculturists, and the instruction should 
be carried on through the medium of the vernacular. 


The Kalpataru (16) of the 10th August complains that during the current 
rainy season water has been allowed to accumulate 
Complains of the gp? in pools in different parts of the town of Sholdpur, and 
i 2 oe owing to there being no prohibition against the 
asses oe committing of nuisances, the inhabitants ease themselves 
wherever they please. The aby tm also throw away refuse at some spot 
within the town. The health of the people has become bad in the extreme, 
and diseases of all kinds are raging in Sholapur on account of these nuisances. 
The writer requests the Municipal authorities to take immediate measures to 
remove the evils complained of. (A correspondent of the Sudarshan (35) of the 
7th August, in writing on the same subject, makes somewhat similar complaints, 
and observes that the famine-stricken people who have collected in Sholdpur 
should not be allowed to roam. Some arrangement should be made for keeping 
them in one place.) 


The Satya Sadan ( a of the 9th August, but received on the 14th, says 

Makes observations onthe ‘#at a drama was performed at Alibag on the 8th 
conduct of Sitér4m Nilkant instant, at which the actors played with naked swords. 
Sudrick, the Chief Constable Immediately after the commencement of the per- 
of Alibag, on @ certain formance, the Chief Constable Sitérém Nilkant Sudrick 
itunes entered the theatre, and asked the manager to produce 
a license for keeping swords in his possession, or to give them up in case’he was 
unable to produce any such license. The manager replied that the swords in 
question belonged to Bhéu Saheb Biwalkar, a First Class Sirdar; that he had 
been in the habit of using them on many previous occasions, and that he could 
not deliver them up as demanded. After a time the excitement subsided; and 
Mr. Sudrick was seen in the theatre looking quietly at the scene, and the actors 
played with naked swords as usual, IJtis reported that the Chief Constable 
took the course which he did in order to obtain free admission into the theatre. 
If this be true, his conduct deserves to be taken notice of in a proper manner. 
We have been in the habit of seeing the actors play at swords on many previous 
occasions and in the presence of the police, and it is, therefore, really astonishing 
that it did not oceur before to the police authorities to rot whether the 
manager had obtained license for ictiai them. Mr. Sudrick himself was 
present on one previous occasion, when the actors played with swords, but then 

e was allowed to enter without payment, and his subsequent conduct is no 
doubt attributable to the refusal of the manager to give him free admission. It 
18 to be hoped that the Police Superintendent of the district will take measures 
to prevent the recurrence of such scenes in future. 


The Shiwdji (25) of the 8th August, but received on the 11th, in alluding 
to the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill, says that the Deccan 


Advocates the introduction sowkdérs are considerate and merciful towards their 
of a permanent settlement of 


clients, but that the Mdérwddi and Gujarati sowkérs 

ey Pouce eee are very different in their behaviour. The latter try 
to get as much as they can out of their unhapp 

debtors, If the Honourable Mr. Hope were to invent some means by whiak 

the people could be freed from the tyranny of the grasping money-lenders, he 

would be conferring a great boon on the community. In order to encourage 

farmers to improve the present comparatively rude methods of cultivation, it is 

absolutely necessary that the land tax should be settled in perpetuity. As long 

as the cultivator has the fear of the land tax being enhanced at the end of 

rty years before him, he will never devote his wiscle energies to the improve- 

re of the soil, nor is he likely to invest capital in land. Every one ken 

: advantages which have resulted from the permanent settlement in Bengal, 

and that from want of the same the soil here has deteriorated is also evident, - 

°vernment is not unaware of the lamentable consequences which have happened 

m the enhancement of the land tax made at the recent survey settlements in 

dency. All attempts to improve the condition of the agricultural 
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alation will prove of no avail, as long as nothing is done to remedy the 
Fetocts pointed out above in our land revenue system. 


The Swadesh Mitra (26) of the 9th August, but received on the 12th, alludes 
to the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill, and says that this 
Saysthatthe Deccan Ryots' Bill should be made ‘applicable to the whole of India, 
Relief Bill Reet be Rage because the condition of the agricultural population 
igi : Agere is as bad every where as that of the farmers 
" in the Collectorates of Poona, Sholépur, Sdétéra and. 
Ahmednagar. To attend to the wrongs of those who commit violence, and to 
refuse to listen to the wrongs of those who endure in silence, is not a wise 
policy. Those who suffer sen ” deserve more compassion, and their grievances 
should be redressed first. Our English rulers are known to be eminent in the 
art of government. We are, therefore, puzzled to account for the mistakes 
which they have been making recently in governing this country. Itis to be 
hoped that they will do that which is for the advantage of the people. 


The Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 7th August, but received on the 
11th, states that last year the Master of the Branch 


Requests the Educational WYernacular School at Ahmedabad made the nt study 
ee no oxobibit Oda eck in school for more than six hours per day about the 


of the Branch Vernacular ‘time of the annual examination. Buta complaint on 
School at Ahmedabad from this subject having appeared in this paper, the then 
keeping his pupils in school Hiducational Inspector of the Division prohibited the 
oy meer ee Ox Sone. master from keeping the boys in school for so long 
atime. This year’s annual examination is now approaching, and the Master 
has again commenced to behave in the same manner. Dr. Buhler should, 
therefore, order him not to keep the boys so long in the school. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Dhandhuka, states that in conse- 
| quence of an order said to have been received from 
Requests that the men the Collector, the number of men employed on relief- 


employed on the relief woks © 
ok Tiealiebs tony. not be works at that place has been reduced, and hundreds 


Aeitiahll al of unemployed persons are going about the town 
eee ae begging for food. The towns-people are not able to 
feed them, and two or three deaths are occurring among them daily from 


starvation. ‘The time for closing the work has not yet arrived, and hence it , 


behoves the Collector not to dismiss any labourers at present. 


The Gwardt Mitra (45) of the 10th August alludes to an order said to have 
been sent by Government to the Chief Justice on the 

Suggests that four Judge- subject of redactions in the Bombay High Court, and 
or ey be esac — observes that it is reported that Government wishes 
that two Native Judges on 10 abolish two J udgeships. It would, however, be 
reduced salaries may be a better plan to do away with four Judges and to 
Sppointed to do their work. anpoint two Native Judges to do their work on a 
monthly salary of Rs. 2,000 each. Such an arrange- 

ment would effect more saving than that desired by Government, without at the 
same time affecting the efficiency of the High Court. Mr. Nandbhai Haridds has 
proved that natives can properly discharge the duties of a High Court Judge, 
and there ought, therefore, to be no hesitation in carrying out the above recom- 
mendation. The Mitra also says that some of the appointments on the 


—— side are mere sinecures, and they ought, therefore, to be abolished at 


The same repeats the old complaint of the Native Press, that laws are 

0 _ enacted in a hurry by the Indian legislature, and, 

ee pross din Mgr tip Hoy it consequently, a necessity is soon felt for amending 

dure Code ye be ga them. The Mitra then refers to the Civil Procedure 

ne having been passed ina Code of 1877, and observes that the amendment of this 

pheucuee law so soon after its enactment would compel practi- 
tioners generally to incur the expense of buyin 


the new Code. Ifthe J udges and _ practitioners ‘generall had been allowe 


ime to report on Act X. of 1877. before ing iti | mt | 
tad ct A. : passing it into law, the necessity of 
amending it immediately would have been avoided. : | 
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A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 14th August observes 
| that the necessity of enacting marriage and divorce 

Observes that there is need laws for the Khoj4 community of Bombay is very 
for a Bay al wy much felt. There are some cruel and hard-hearted 
and scaly a tt “husbands who maltreat their good wives, and some 
aren me immoral wives who are a great pest to their husbands. 
When any of these unhappy pairs go to the Jamét for the settlement of théir 
disputes, it disregards justice and decides in favor of the party which happens 
to possess influence. ‘I'he correspondent, therefore, requests the Commission now 
sitting for drafting inheritance laws for the Khojds, to draft laws relating to 
marriage and divorce as well. 


The same of the 15th August refers to the rules recently passed for 
admitting the natives of India into the Covenanted 
Observes that,exceptinone (Civil Service, and observes that, excepting in one 
particular, pe a Loe a articular, they are satisfactory, and the natives must 
asa Oe Civil Service ave feel deeply grateful to their rulers for meting out this 
satisfactory. modicum of justice. The preliminary examination 
in England which created almost insurmountable 
difficulties in the way of natives has been done away with, as far as natives are 
concerned. There is also no ground for complaint, as the tests are all that 
could be desired. ‘There can also be no objection to the reduced salaries on 
which the new Indian Civilians will beappointed. Butthe proportion in which 
natives are to get these places is small. ‘The rules lay down that the number 
of natives to be admitted under this arrangement shall be one-seventh of the 
number of persons appointed annually in England. The reasons which have 
led Government to admit natives into the Covenanted Service are that there may 
be no complaints in future about their exclusion, and that some reduction may 
be made in the public expenditure. But the proportion of appointments which 
are to be reserved for them is so very small that both these objects are not 
likely to be accomplished ; and, hence, it is desirable that this proportion should 
be considerably increased. In every other respect the arrangement is satisfac- 
tory. The success of the present plan, however, will entirely depend upon 
the manner in which these new offitials are treated. The Samdchdr hopes that 
the authorities in England and India will not make any distinction between 
those who are admitted in England and those who may be appointed in India 
to the Covenanted Civil Service. 


The Jéme Jamsed (47) of the 12th August approves of the intention of 
_ the Bombay Chamber of Commerce to apply to the 
PP Mex of the intention Bombay Legislature to enact a law for the compulsor 
mbay Chamber of : : ; : 4 
Commerce to apply to the Tegistration of partnerships. The necessity for suc 
Bombay Legislature for measure has been long felt. During the commercial 
enacting ® law for the crisis of 1865 there prevailed much looseness in 
i registration of ¢ommercial dealings, and the necessity for the compul- 
: sory registration of partnerships was then severely 
felt. The same is the case now. The Jdéme Jamsed advises the native 
merchants of Bombay to follow the Chamber of Commerce in petitioning 
Government on the subject. (The Yajdén Parast (51) of the 10th August 
makes somewhat similar observations), | 


The Rdst Goftdr (49) of the 10th August, in alluding to the vote of thanks 
passed by Parliament for the successful termination 

Py Bog ag gecvions of the Afghan war, observes that the Bombay Gazette 
Temple and others i, JUStly complains that Parliament and the concen 
connection with the late Government have done injustice to His Excellency 
— war, have not been the Governor and other officers of this Presidency. The 
owledged either by the Bengal officers in charge of the transport train with 


Government . 
Parliament, a agree Ne the Candahar column, had made a mess of their work, 


observations, and had allowed thirty thousand camels to perish by\ 
Rey their mismanagement. Besides, large quantity of 
Provisions and kit was lying on the borders of Kelat, and was rottin m 


oe of efficiency in the arrangement for transport. Cholera and other 
tim As also prevailed for a time between Sukkur and Candahar, and at one 
‘twas feared that the force which was passing through the Bolan Pass 
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might be starved. All these evils were brought on by the inexperience of the 
officers. It would not have much mattered if the Viceroy and the 
of State had. overlooked the shortcomings of these officers; but the 

did not do well in passing over the a era services rendered by Sir 
Richard Temple and other officers of this idency. In this work they had 
to undergo great privations and endure the severities of the seasons. Again, 
the Indian and the Home Governments have bestowed excessive praise 
on the force employed in the campaign. It is true that the expeditionary 
force won in an insignificant encounter with the Afghans; but there was no : 
real battle. ‘There were short skirmishes with the enemy who was soon routed, : 
and who feared to face the British artillery. For such slight exertion, the : 
force has been praised too much. It is gratifying that Parliament has 
acknowledged the services of Lord Lytton, who, from first to last, directed the 

campaign and brought it to a successful termination. It is, however, to be 

regretted that His Lordship did not prevent the cost of the war being thrown 

upon India. It was His Lordship’s duty to make England pay it. (The 

Loka Mitra (53) of the same date expresses similar sentiments). 


The same, in alluding to the Bill brought in Parliament for sanctioning 

the purchase of the Hast Indian Railway, gives some 

Expresses its disapproval details of the arrangement, and observes that a present 

of the aengrnens pane i of about three krores of rupees has been made to the 
retin Railwey wey shareholders at the cost of poor India. In doing this 
the authorities in England not only forgot to get the 
rate of interest fixed by the authorities of the Bank of England, as required by 
the agreement made with the Company, but did not even obtain the opinion of 
the Law Members of the Indian Council on the legal aspect of the question. 
About this shameful negligence Sir Erskine Perry complained to Sir George 
Campbell, and hence it came to light. The Parliamentary Sub-Committee, to 
which the Bill was referred for enquiry, has also exposed this shortcoming. It 
threw the blame upon the authorities at the India Office, who were so much 
ashamed of this omission that they denied all knowledge of it in Parliament, 
and allowed Mr. Fawcett’s motion to be unanimously passed that in the 
purchase of other railways, the settlement made with the Kast India Railway 

Company should not be considered as a precedent. 


The Yajdén Parast (51) of the 10th August states that the Honourable Mr. 

G. J. Coleman is shortly going to introduce a Bill in 

Recommends that a law the Madras Legislative Council, for the purpose of 

ae theadulteration making it criminal to adulterate any articles of human 

n food be sed for . . : 

the Bombay Presidency. food. The adulteration of human food is punishable 

under certain sections of the Indian Penal Code; but 

they are so worded that a Magistrate finds it difficult to understand what is 
y meant by the word “adulteration.” In consequence of this defect man 

persons who are really guilty of this crime escape punishment. After alluding 

to the sale of adulterated milk in Bombay and to the milkmen escaping punish- 

ment, the Parast observes that several other articles of food are also adulterated ; 

but the criminals escape punishment in consequence of the defect in the law. 

In England the sale of adulterated substances is punishable by law, and there 

18 NO reason why a similar enactment should not be passed here. 


The same states that the sellers of country liquor and toddy and the poor 

. people of Gujardét, who use them, complain that the 
=i i moneey increase recently made in the dut on these articles 
and requests Government >, 2a@8 made them very dear. ‘loddy isa wholesome 
abolish it. drink, and the poor use it after a day’s labor to refresh 
eee themselves. Up to the present time it was cheap and 

was within the reach of the means of the oad but recently a heavy tax has 


M imposed, which has immensely incre its price. It behoves Government, 


Gor’ to do all in its power to diminish the value of this beverage. (The I ’ 


¢ Mitra (45) of the 10th August states that the toddy-shops of Surat have 
kre closed in consequence of the imposition of a tax of 10 annas on a small 
witide, tree, and of one rupee and nine annason abig one. This will make the 

© dear. Considering that toddy is a wholesome drink and is commonly 
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ysed by the poor; the present heavy duty should be abolished. If this is not 
done, the trees will be cut down by their owners, and the poor will be deprived 
of the drink). (A correspondent of the Jéme Jwmsed (47) of the 15th August, 
and one of the Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the same date make a similar complaint. 
The Parst Punch (50) and the Déndio (67) of the 10th August, and the Ddtardun 
(61) of the 14th also condemn the increase in the duty in their usual witty 


style.) 


The same observes that the Commission appointed for suggesting reductions 
in the Military expenditure has to perform a reall 
Observes that the British difficult task. A demand is made to cut down 
Indian Army may be re- expenditure; but at the same time news has been 
duced. heard of an intending attack by the Russians on Merv. 
Should this come to pass, they would not be slow to 
take Herat. But the latter place should not be allowed to fall into their hands, 
as it isa key to India on the Western frontier, and ought, therefore, to be held 
secure from falling into the hands of an invader from that direction. To preserve 
Herat from the Russians would require a large army, and hence it would not 
be proper to make any reductions in the strength of the Indian forces at this 
juncture. On the other hand, if reductions are made in the Military expendi- 
ture in any other direction, the same would displease the Military officers. 
Thus it is a difficult question as to how to decide the matter. But when it is 
remembered that both in the then impending war between England and Russia 
in connection with the Russo-Turkish question and in the last Afghan war, the 
Native Princes and Chiefs voluntarily offered their forces for employment, there 
does not seem much difficulty in reducing the number of the Indian troops. 
In case the Russians have to be encountered on the side of Merv, the Native 
Princes of India and Ydkubkhdén will be glad to lend their armies, and with 
their help the Russians may be kept at bay. 


The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 5th August, but received on the 11th, 


_. suggests that the Subordinate Judge’s Court at Wagra 

Pg aor the cea may be abolished, and the suits may be transferred 

“eee ee“ for disposal to the Subordinate Judge at Broach. 

At one time the civil work of the Wagra Taluka was 

done at Broach, and the present Court was opened on the creation of the office of 

Subordinate Judge. After stating that the cultivating classes of thattéluka carry 

on dealings with the money-lenders of Broach, and that Wagra is a small place, 

and that the locality is inconvenient to suitors and Vakils, the Swadesh Mangal 

observes that the Court has very little work compared to the cost which is 

incurred in maintaining it. It may, therefore, be abolished, and the suits may 
be transferred to the Sub-Judge’s Court at Broach which has very little work. 


The same is glad that an agricultural class is about to be opened at Broach, 
thea ho as au but is concerned to find that the farm selected for the 
selected for the areidica! practical instruction of the students is situated at 
instruction of the agricultural Kdalitald4vdi, which is three miles from the town. 
te ere, broach is situated Owing to the long distance of the farm from the city, 
distance «OBS =many boys have been dissuaded from joining it. 
| There will be no difficulty whatever in finding a field 
hearer the town, for instance, on the White Road, and the Swadesh Mangal hopes 
that the authorities concerned will carry out this suggession. 


The Broach Samdch4r (66) of the 7th August, but received on the 11th, 
thinks that the country liquor shop-keepers of that 
racine thee the Collec- town have a bad prospect before them. The Collector 
conditions nik “a2, has compelled them to enter into an agreement, that 
country liquor shop-keepers they will in future submit to any new conditions 
of that town. which Government may think it proper to impose, 
wilde. _ and that they would pay duty on the balance of liquor 
Ms ch would remain in their hands at the close of the year of the contract. The 
Ms mis shows that these conditions would completely ruin the shop-keepers, 
rT om the occupation of selling liquor has descended from their ancestors, 
most of whom are not in good circumstances. 
oN P 16—8 [con 210] 
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Muniipalities. 


The Broach Samachar (66) of the 7th August, but received on the 11th, 

oreisle too Mioloipatiey — ains nee ro Sra Road . Broach has been» 

a much inj the rains, an rsons using it 

(hae ria meen expérience et inconvenience. It was videeity 

repaired, but the repairs made were not substantial ; 

and, consequently, it has again become dangerous for use. The Samdchdr 
_ requests the Corporation to repair it thoroughly. 


Natiwe States. 


The Gwardt Mitra (45) of the 10th August has heard that the Desdi of 
Gandevi levies a tax of three rupees per annum on 

Requests the Divan of every adult male of the fishermen of Bilimora, which 
Baroda to decide (at once contains about four hundred families belonging to this 
sea can F ea Hg ag class. They have been unable to pay it for the last 
tax to the Deséiof Gandevi. three years. T'wo years ago they petitioned the 
Divan of Baroda to exempt them, but no reply has 

been yet given. The Desdi has recently sent his agents to collect the tax, and 
the unfortunate fishermen are being dunned and annoyed. It behoves the 
Divan, therefore, to enquire at once into the origin of this poll-tax, and decide 
whether the fishermen ought to pay it. (The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 12th 


August expresses similar sentiments). 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, - Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
19th August 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 18th August gives the substance of the 
resolution of the Government of India on the admis- 
_ Replies to the strictures of sion of natives into the Covenanted Civil Service, and 


the Times of India lon remarks that its publication has completely disturbed 
naa yey a ovtas, the equanimity of some English newspapers. Here 
aa makes observations. the writer animadverts in strong language on the 
change of opinion which the Times of India has 
undergone with respect to its advocacy of the rights of natives, and observes 
that that journal professes to speak in the interests of the natives of India 
generally. Our contemporary asserts that it is altogether a mistake to 
admit natives into the Covenanted Civil Service, and believes that the present 
resolution is an outcome of the ravings of the Bengali Babus ro their 
Associations. The natives of Bengal do not really care for the well-being 
of their countrymen, but merely look to their own immediate self interest, 
and dare to tell Government that it has not acted honestly in the disposal 
of public patronage. This charge must, to a certain extent, be admitted, and 
the Bengali Babus would admit it also, but we submit that they have done 
nothing wrong in advocating their.own rights. Only the other day, a deputa- 
tion consisting of respectable Zeminddars of Bengal, presented an address to 
His Excellency the Viceroy, who, in reply, told them curtly to mind their own 
business, and not trouble themselves about the interests of the people of India. 
Is not our contemporary aware of this? Besides, as a matter of fact, the 
Babus of Bengal have not been singular in holding meetings and presenting 
addresses, on the Civil Service question. ‘The same thing has been done in all 
parts of India. If our contemporary were to read carefully the recentl 
ublished rules, he will find that there is not the least chance of the Bdbus of 
Bengal succeeding in appropriating all the appointments to themselves. It rests 
with Government primarily to make nominations, and besides, the number of 
appointments to be held by natives all over India is only ‘one-seventh of the 
total number of Civil Service appointments. Under these restrictions, we fail to 
see how the Babus of Bengal will obtain the lion’s share. The 7imes of India 
has also committed another egregious blunder. Only a few days ago that 
journal praised the Poona Sdérvajénika Sabha for advocating the rights of the 
people of Mahdérashtra. We are, therefore, at a loss to conceive what grounds 
our contemporary has for falling foul on the Bébus of Bengal and their Associa- 
tions for doing the same thing. ‘The Z'%mes of India dislikes natives being put 
on a par with Europeans. The present rules secure this inquality. The 
Native Civilian is only to get two-thirds of the pay assigned to a European. In 
conclusion, the writer does not entirely approve of the rules. Public appoint- 
ments should be given by a competitive examination and not by nomination. 
The latter method will euable high European officials to bring in their favor- 
ites or protegés. Besides, no reason has been assigned why the Native Civilians 
Should be kept on probation for two years. If Europeans are fit to hold Civil 
rvice appointments immediately after passing an examination, there is no 
reason why a different course should be followed in the case of natives. If the 
rhage resolution is carried out in earnest, and not allowed to remain a dead 
etter, the natives of India will feel deeply grateful to their rulers. 


The same, in another article, quotes from a letter of the Indian Correspondent 

of the London Times, in which Fe a how 
ductions 3 the practice of the Government of India of migratin 

penditure. dl wae vill weet the hills every year with its huge stelilistiiimnts 

has led to an increase of the public burdens, and 

observes that the Supreme Government is not singular in this respect, but that 

© same state of things prevails all over India. The several local Governments 


Makes suggestions on re- 


hing their surroundings regularly spend a portion of the year in the nearest 
ill station within their territories. This is not all. In this Presidency parti- \ 
= arly, various officers are in the habit of staying during the rainy season in 
: ona, with which localit they have no official connection whatever. This 
ystem is costly, and much saving can be made by discontinuing it. Here the 


4 


_ qriter says that in addition to the regular establishment of the Salt Department, 


there is @ preventive department, which, however, instead of facilitating 
business, hampers merchants in their transactions. It serves no useful 


whatever, and might, therefore, be abolished. With respect to the reductions 


which are feasible in the other departments, suggestions have been made in 
previous issues of this journal. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 17th August gives the substance of the rules 
recently published relating to the admission of natives 
Makes remarks on the rules into the Divenented Civil Service, and observes that 
recently ae ree they will not benefit natives to any great extent; but 
2 sthag tregg Covenantead we must be thankful to our rulers for the small 
Civil Service. mercies vouchsafed to us. The native public does not 
i approve of the method of selection, but considers that 
admission into the Civil Service should be granted either by means of a competi- 
tive examination, which should be held in India, or that the age for the competi- 
tive examination in England should be increased to 22 years as it was before. 
The system of nominations is objectionable in a variety of ways. We doubt 
whether it will be successful in securing the best men. Partiality and interest 
cannot be entirely eliminated under this plan. The mode of admitting men into 
the public service by a competitive examination is entirely free from these vices. 
For these reasons we hope that Government will re-consider this subject. If these 
new regulations are fully acted upon, and the promises carried out in earnest, we 
shall owe a deep debt of gratitude to Lord Lytton, and shall have ample cause 
to retain a grateful recollection of his administration. Although they will not 
benefit natives considerably, nor deprive Europeans of any of the advantages 
which they at present enjoy, yet their publication has capitally brought out 
how Europeans are alive to their own interests, and ready to create an uproar 
when their rights are likely to be assailed in the slightest degree. The natives 
of India are so simple that they willingly believe in any one who speaks kindly 
to them, but they must remember that every one is guided by self interest, and 
that the very best men lose all sense of justice when they are themselves likely 
to be sufferers in any way. The recent conduct of the Times of India is an 
illustration in point. The utterances of this journal on the admission of natives 
into the Civil Service are of such an unusual character, and so much in unison 
with the opinion of the Bombay Gazette, that the latter could not conceal its 
delight. . its issue of Friday last, that newspaper congratulated its contem- 
porary on its change of opinion, and praised it to the skies. We do earnestl 
ope that the natives of India will keep this instance in mind, and in their 
endeavours to obtain new rights and privileges, they will look to their own 
interests, and act.in concert in taking any action. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 18th August, in its principal leader, says 
aos among other things that Government should not have 
ee te . esi interfered with an independent body like the Bengal 
opinion. J Chamber of Commerce. His Excellency the Viceroy 
} igh attempted to put down Mr. Yule, the President of that 
Assembly, but in this he did not succeed. The Chamber supported the action 
of its President and Managing Committee. It is not creditable to any govern- 
ment to scorn public opinion, or prevent its free expression, Such ideas ought 
hot even to enter the minds of our English rulers, who are renowned for their 
ne and impartiality. Up to this time the tendency has been to encourage 
the free expression of public 4 re by all possible means, as such a policy 
peer Government to keep a check on its own servants. Such having been 
A Fuding principle in times past, we are: really astonished at the change 
Kx ” " has been gradually brought about during the administration of His 
ag ency the present Viceroy. The passing of the Vernacular Press Act and 
li Protas wigging which was administered to the deputation from the British 
fo. - Assdciation, unmistakably show how the 0g, 4 of our rulers has altered 
© worse. His Ex onaate the Viceroy is himself a kind-hearted and 

Tous man, but, notwithstanding this fact, we cannot acquit him of blame 


ie mistakes of his administration. The conduct of Government has been 
” often in direct defiance of public opinion that we should do our utmost 
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to prevent the recurrence of similar instances. The Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce would not have got off so easily, if it had not been an assembly 
composed of respectable members of the ruling race. Those who are respon- 
sible for the government of the country, should, in future, take care to avoid 

such errors. | 
The Arunodaya (13) of the 17th August alludes to the forces of Native 
States, and says that since the question of disarming 


Disapproves of - ae them has been gp rene in prominent English journals, 
peiten. of the forees of Native we cannot help diseussing it. In the first place such a 


| step can only be justified on the ground that the 
eontinuance of those forces is dangerous to the stability ofthe Britishrule. But 
it must be remembered that in the fearful crisis of 1857, the Native Princes and 
their armies rendered effectual assistance to Government, and it is on account 
of their loyalty to the paramount power that we are enjoying peace and 
prosperity in india If this be so, there is no ground whatever for thinking that 
they would act in opposition to the British Government. Again, it may be 
urged that although the Native Princes and their forces were faithful in 1857, 
there is no reason for believing that they are of the same mind at the present 
moment. But in the recent Afghan war, the Native Princes, with their armies, 
offered all the help in their power, and this was cordially acknowledged by 
Government. This being so, there is not the slightest foundation for disbeliev- 
‘ing their loyalty. Besides, it is not creditable to an English journal to make 
suggestions to Government, which, if carried out, would hurt the feelings 
of Native Princes, who have been found, on trying oecasions and by lengthened 
experience, to be thoroughly reliable. It is sinful even to imagine that the 
British Government would cael disarm the forces of Natives Princes 
when the same Government has in the most solemn manner promised to respect 
their rights and privileges. 


The same asserts that the passing of the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill will 
cause a diminution of business, and that, therefore, 
eg. ) poet seis there will be scareely any need for increasing the 
ier Deccan, Number of eivil courts as is proposed. It is true 
that the clauses with respect to the investigation of 
ee-parte cases may result in some increase of business, but at the same time the 
work in existing’ courts will decrease by investing Subordinate Judges with 
Small Cause Court and summary powers. Upon the whole the present Sub- 
Judges will not have additional work thrown on them, and that, therefore, it is 
undesirable to inerease their number. One reason which has been assigned for 
increasing the number of civil courts is that the jurisdiction of existing courts 
_ extends over large areas, and that suitors and witnesses are much inconvenienced 
by having to travel long distances. This inconvenience will be avoided by 
increasing their number, by which each court will be brought within an easy 
reach of suitors. The object aimed at is undoubtedly praiseworthy, but it can 
be attained in other ways. For instance, each Subordinate Judge may be ordered 
to hold his court every month in certain specified villages within his jurisdiction. 
If this plan is adopted, justice will be brought within the easy reach of suitors, 
and there will be no necessity to create additional courts. The sanctioning of 
new courts will cause additional expense, which our Government can ill afford 
in the present critical condition of the finances. A civil court is an engine for 
extracting money from the people by means of the Stamp’ Act, and, therefore, 
an extension of this kind of agency is calculated ta increase the poverty of the 
masses. Wedo not assert that Government has established courts of justice 
cae * “ee its ey coffers, but, owing to their ignorance, the ryots as 
unals, an ish Vi . a 
pllddiliitiaare ; are impoverished by os to pay for _— n 
The Kalpataru (18) of the 17th August says that, notwithstanding the 
: determination of the Collector of Shol4pur to employ 
none but thase who have qualified themselves for the ' 
service of Government by a public examination, a 
—— has heen onipopedt in the Treasury Office at 
holdpur, who does not possess any such qualification. 
This man is not of good character, and when employed 


: 


rita gh he 
A bole 
A Ts 


‘ 


. 


as bailiff in the office of the Sub-Judge at Sholdpur, that official deemed it neces. 
sary to send him to the Magistrate, in order that an enquiry may be made into 
his conduct. Besides, the fellow has not the slightest acquaintance with tr 

work, and is generally incompetent. Even sufficient prevision has not been exer- 
sised in taking security from him. It would seem that if an individual is good 
looking, possesses fine whiskers, and has a gold ornament round his wrist, he 
has every chance of getting employment in the offices at Shol4pur. It is ver 


extraordinary that the Collector should have allowed himself to be imposed 
upon 10 this matter. 


A correspondent of the Ndsik Writta (21) of the 16th August, writing from 


Pandharpur, says that it will be many years before 


Complains of the proceed- the deserted villages of the Deccan again become 
ings of Government with 


e. veckination el populated. The cultivators have no bullocks nor 
red vedaalia. seed, and are themselves wanting in the physical 


vigour necessary for farming operations. Besides, 
the Sowkars refuse to lend money, and the ryots have also to meet the urgent 


demands of Government on account of the land revenue. Formerly, if land 
was sold for default in the payment of the land tax, the surplus over the sum 
due was paid to the owner, but now it is claimed bY Government on account of 
its being the superior landlord. Several persons have complained about this 
injustice to the Mémlatdér, but that official refuses to grant redress, and says 
that he must carry out the orders of the superior authorities. [tis very hard 
to be deprived of property on which people have invested their capital. 
Besides, this policy prevents ryots not only from re-gaining their lost position, 
but makes their condition much worse. Although therainfall has been copious 
and seasonable up to this time, yet sowing operations are at a standstill, owing 
to the demands on account of land revenue for past years, the determination of 
Government to appropriate the proceeds of the sale of lands disposed of at 


auctions, and the general poverty of the people. Will Government attend to . 
this complaint ? 


A correspondent of the Vengurla Writia (32) of the 14th August, but 
Save thet the School received on the 19th, says that the school-house at 
st Parulé should not have Parulé in the Mélvan Taluka of the Ratndgiri Col- 
been made to make good the lectorate was broken into by robbers on the 2lst of 
ate med carried away by November last, and some property. was carried away. 


The Deputy Educational Inspector of the Sub-Division, 
with the concurrence of his superior officer, directed the Head Master of the 


school to make good the loss, and this has accordingly been done. The writer 
asks whether this action of the Educational authorities is in consonance with 
justice, and wishes to be informed whether in case a treasury is robbed, the 
Government would insist upon the Treasury Officer to make up the deficiency. 
Recently the Budwar and Wishrémb4g palaces in Poona were set on fire by 
incendiaries, and much damage was done. Would the Government recover 
‘the loss from those who were in charge of the amy 3 ? The decision in 


the case of the School Master at Parulé is unjust, and not creditable to the 
Educational Department. 


The Surya Prakdsh (45) of the 16th August, but received on the 18th, says 


. that it has been ordered that Sessions Judges should 

sae : © practice of try criminal cases as they are sent up to them oF 
are sent up nthe uchewd Magistrates, and observes that this arrangement will 
Court by Magistrates, is in. Prove inconvenient to the District Judge of Surat, as 
convenient, | the criminal cases in that Collectorate will occupy a 
hard] considerable portion of his time, and he will have 
a y any leisure to attend to the disposal of civil appeals. The Surya Prakdsh 
on . Considers it unjust to hold the Sessions for the District of Broach at Sarat, \ 
pe 8 as the people of that District have to come along distance at a 
iderable inconvenience and cost, in order to obtain justice. — Uses 
SNP 23—8 [con 273] 


: ~ 
C2 TES CF 2 
ng Pete 2, 


ik wa 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad in its issues of the 14th and 21st 
August contains an article in which Government is 
Says that Government requested to out strictly the practice of trans- 
ahould not keep an ogee tig ferring officials from one place to another every fifth 


five years. year. After admitting the superiority of British rule 


over the former governments of this country, and 
after stating that the people are quite happy and loyal, the Hitechchhu observes 
that notwithstanding complaints sometimes arise mainly from two causes. In 
the first place laws are enacted in a hurry without any attention to the wants 
of the people, and besides, sufficient care is not exercised in seeing that they are 
prope y carried out. The Hitechchhu says that the practice of not keeping officers 
in one place for more than five years is very beneficial. It is pretty strictly 
observed in the case of Juidcial officers; but not in the case of Revenue officers. 
For instance, the Collector of Ahmedabad has been at his present post since 1867. 
His Huzir Deputy has been at Ahmedabad since 1869. Mr. Sheppard 
has been Collector of Kaira for more than five years. Many more instances of 
this nature might be mentioned. It is by no means desirable that the same 
officer should be allowed to remain in one place for a | time. Some tyran- 
nize over the people; some do not dispense justice properly by allowing them- 
selves to be influenced by interested parties; some contract debts within their 
jurisdiction ; and so on. . Thus, by allowing officers to stay long in one locality, 
they are apt to become a source of nuisance to the people, and besides, such a 
custom is not advantageous to Government. The Hitechchhu, therefore, hopes 
that Government will henceforward carry out more strictly the rule of not 
permitting its officers to stay at one place for more than five years. 


The same states that Arse ‘a Lallubh4i was Executive Engineer at 
Ahmedabad, a notice was given in the newspapers 
wate tate pate gece An of that city that the satenhile of the old Coninnteanebed 
regarding the work of the store house would be sold by public auction on a certain 
pect Engineer of day. No auction was, however, held on the appointed 
ee day, but two months afterwards they were sold at 
an auction without a fresh notice, and relized Rs. 80. The Hitechchhu has 
heard that the materials were of greater value than the sum for which the 
were sold. It is said that there were about one hundred thousand tiles, 
and had they been utilized by the Engineer’s Department for Government 
buildings, about Rs, 850 would have been saved. It is also reported that in 
the flood of Samvat year 1932, a large pit was formed near Shdhibdég, and 
about Rs. 3,000 have been spent in filling it up. The work was performed 
by the convicts of the local jail to whom Rs. 900 were paid, and the remaining 
Rs, 2,100 were charged for the superintendence exercised by the Engineering 
Department, If this be true, it seems strange that the work of superin- 
tendence should have cost more than the actual execution of the work. 
The Hitechchhu, therefore, requests Government to enquire into the truth of 


the above allegations. 


The Gujardt Mitra (47) of the 17th August, in again alluding to the rumour 
_ Observes that the provision that Government has asked the Chief Justice to make 
in the Criminal Procedure YFreductions in the establishment of the High Court to 


Cea Smpowering Appellate the extent of Rs. 10,000 wagons f observes that it is 
increase e 8 - - ” ° . e 
tence passed by lower Pa said that two judgeships are to he abolished, If this 


is harsh, be so, the work in the High Court has evidently 
diminished, and it would be interesting to trace the 

cause of this decline. Since Appellate Courts have been empowered to enhance 
rentenons assed by inferior tribunals, the number of appeals to the High Court 
“as Considerably lessened. Convicted persons generally consider it risky to 
eee against the conviction, as they are afraid that the sentence ed might 
© increased by the Appellate Court; and most of them, therefore, quietly 
submit. But it is an undisputed fact, that some innovent persons are some- 


fale” Punished either through an oversight of the Judge, or in consequence of 
2 accusations. In these cases the fear that the Appellate Court might. 


Rt the punishment, stands in the way of the unfortunate convict getting 
justice, and thus the provision for the increase of punishment impedes the 
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proper administration of justice. Government has been apparently induced to 
introduce this harsh Jee into the Criminal Procedure Code, because it 
has found that some Judges let off criminals with a light punishment when 
they deserved something more severe, but that sometimes innocent persons are 
pees to suffer unjustly is a facet which should not be altogether left out of 
consideration. 


The Bombay Samdchir (48) of the 19th August, in alluding to the telegram 
, recently received from Simla that the Secretary of 
Hopes that the authorities State has ordered that the classes for agricultural 
will not soetiy opened inthis education recently opened in this Presidency should 
Preaddeney be closed for the present, observes that though this 
news is not authentic, yet there is a great probability 
of its being true. After mentioning the reasons which lead it to apprehend 
that the news is well founded, the Samédchdr observes that the Secretary of 
State has committed a grave mistake, if he has really issued the abovemen- 
tioned order. It is said that increased expenditure cannot be sanctioned at 
present on account of the critical condition of the finances; but to stop the 
education of the people in the matter of the improvement of their agriculture, 
isa serious blunder. It is true that the anxiety evinced by the authorities for 
reducing the overgrown State expenditure is highly praiseworthy. But great 
discretion ought to be exercised, and really useless expenditure oad ought to 
be stopped. After dwelling on the necessity for effecting improvements in 
iculture, the Samdchdr observes that the abolition of the few agricultural 
ese recently opened in this Presidency, would not cause an appreciable 
saving ; and even if this was the case, they ought not be abolished, as they are 
a source of future benefits to the community. Instead of doing away with these 
classes, the Cooper’s Hill College in England, which is admitted by many 
persons to be an unnecessary burden on India, may be well closed. (The Akhbdre 
Sowddgar (50) of the same date expresses imedhat similar sentiments). 


The same of the 22nd August alludes to the report that Government 
wishes to sell by public auction licenses for selling 
Hopes that Government country liquor in Bombay, and expresses a hope that 
on es sell by pablicauction this may not be done. ‘he duty levied on eountry 
censes issued to the ,. A . 
country liquor shop-keepers /iquor has been recently increased, and this has made 
of Bombay. the stuff dearer. If the licenses are sold by public 
auction, the article will become still dearer, as the 
existing heavy license fees do not leave much profit to the shop-keepers. In 
their legitimate desire to earn a good profit from their trade, the liquor-sellers 
would resort to the illegitimate means of adultering the liquor. Already adultera- 
tion is much practised, and it would increase by putting up licenses to public 
auction. Many shop-keepers who have been long in the liquor trade, and who 
have been incapacitated by age or other causes, will be almost ruined by this 
new system. Intoxication will not be discouraged by making liquor dear. 


Persons who are habituated to it will use it, and will spend less money in food 
and clothing. 


The same of the 23rd August, in alluding to the report that it is intended 
to abolish the office of the Press Commissioner, 
Pig the office of observes that it fulfils a most important function in 
useful, and ought not to be the State. Before it was established, a few Anglo- 
abolished. Indian papers, which possessed influence at head 
Sr etiee uarters, alone gut authoritative information aboutState 
affairs, while others had toda nd upon them for thesame. The vernacular 
ad nochance of obtaining it from uny other source except from shele Staie teaian 
contemporaries, Again, in the absence of authoritative statements, contradic- 
tory news was ne’: and the public did not know what to believe. This 
state of things fis isappeared since the Press Commissioner began to supply 
tnformation to the public. Some persons complain that he is somewhat 
‘uatory in furnishing news, and, consequently, do not see any utility in con- 
inuing the office. But at any rate, the present mode of conveying news 
regarding Government is infinitely preferable to the old. It is said that this 
appointment is to be abolished on account of the mania for reductions in the 
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Siate expenditure. The annual cost of the office is any thousand rupees, and it 
may be reduced by cutting down the salary of the Commissioner, which is no 
doubt large. If no European officer can be got to accept the post on the 


reduced salary, a native gentleman may be appointed. But it ought not to be 
abolished, as it is so very useful. 


The same prefers the old request that copies of the bcos 4 Reports on the 


Native Press should be supplied to all the vernacular 
hee pany ew BeAr pana papers, and solicits the Press Commissioner to get 
ee oF rea irecreah for enp- Government to do so. If two persons were to trans- 
lying the official Weekly late a passage from vernacular into English, or vice 
Reports upon the NativePress yersa, they are apt to differ widely; and there is 
to the different vernacular sore likelihood of this happening in summaries than 
papers. : : ; ; 
7 in translations. Hence, there is a: considerable pro- 
bability of a difference arising between the representations made by the Official 
Reporter, and those intended by the writer of the original. It 1s, therefore, 
desirable that the latter should know how his writings are represented to Gov- 
ernment ; so that in case of grave misrepresentation, he may be able to point out 
- his real meaning. It is also desirable that Government should get a correct 
version of what the papers say ; but this object will not be attained until they are 
supplied with copies of the summaries. Again, some writers believe that from 
the shabby appearance of their papers, their absurd writings are not noticed ; 
but when they see that their objectionable effusions are placed- before Govern- 
ment, the will 


ill desist from publishing them. There are many other advantages, 
but which, for want of space, cannot be noticed here fully. 


The Jdme Jamsed (49) of the 22nd August, in noticing the Deccan Ryots’ 
Relief Bill, observes that we are glad that a con- 


Notices with approbation siderable time has been devoted to the preparation 
the Deccan Ryots’ Relief 


Bill, and praises Giz Richard ~ this draft, and that great attention has been given 
Temple and the Honourable tO every matter included init. Ample time is also 
Mr. Hope. being given to the public to consider its provisions 


and make suggestions. A meeting of the people of 
Poona is to be convened shortly ‘for the purpose of discussing the measure. 


Under these circumstances it is to be hoped that the proposed law will contain 
as few defects as possible. Some persons object to this measure on the ground 
that it gives great protection to ryots against their creditors, that the former 
‘ will probably act dishonestly, and that transactions between the two will be 
suspended. The punishment of imprisonment for debt is to be abolished by this 
Bill; but this provision will encourage cheating on the part of ryots. Those, 
however, who bring forward this objection, forget that the Bill provides for the 
imprisonment of fraudulent debtors, and gives, according to the general practice 
of civilized countries, protection to such of the ryots as are really unable to 
meet their liabilities. The Honourable Mr. Hope fully deserves the praise 
which is being bestowed upon him for preparing the Bill. To draft it was 
not an easy task, and he has performed it satisfactorily. Sir Richard Temple 
also deserves praise in this matter. In the recent famines His Excellency 
visited all parts of the Madras Presidency and the Deccan, and personally 
superintended relief measures. This gave His Excellency a knowledge of the 
real condition of the agricultural population. He knew their wretched con- 
dition. In order to improve it, he framed a skeleton Bill, and gave it to Mr. 
_ Hope, who has endeavoured to make it as good as possible. In conclusion, the © 
Jéme Jamsed observes that the law, when passed, would prove the great ability 


of its framers, and this Presidency will always feel proud of having such dis- — 
tinguished officers at the helm of affairs. 


The Rdst Goftdér (51) of the 17th August, in a leader headed “ The uses 
and abuses of the Tribune’s tongue,” notices Mr. 
Bright’s recent speech condemning the Indian admi- 
nistration. The distinguished speaker and orator, 
observes the Rast Goftdr, has exaggerated the faults of 
the Indian Government, and has mixed up truth with 
falsehood. It has become a habit with him to state 
truths, but to draw wrong conclusions from them. 
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The defects of the Indian administration pointed out by him and the complaints 
founded on them are true and real. His impressive description of the extrava- 
gant military expenditure, of the heavy cost of the Afghan war, of the stoppage 
of useful public works, of the large salaries drawn by Europeans, of the impedi- 
ments raised in the way of the entrance of natives into the Covenanted Civil 
Service, the Arms Act, of the poverty of the cultivating classes, is perfectly true. 
But in aay ares | them, he has unfortunately failed to take notice of the excellen- 
cies of the British rule, and his accusations are not always well conceived. 
On the other hand, India has derived some OMe hy from Mr. Bright’s 
advocacy, although he is given to exaggerating the real grievances of 
the country. The Government is so averse to make reforms, that it is 
not likely to be awakened unless Indian questions are brought before the 
English public in an exaggerated form by politicians like Messrs. Bright and 
Gladstone. This was undoubtedly Mr. Bright’s object when he delivered his 
speech. He wants to rouse Government from its lethargy, and to induce it 
to give at least some attention to the existing grievances. Though in the 
earlier part of his speech he advises the English to leave the country, yet he 
calmly observes at its conclusion, that the time has arrived when the English 
Government should begin to rule India justly. 


The same, in noticing the rules recently passed for the admission of natives 
into the Covenanted Civil Service, observes that one 
Attributes the publication Of the important results of Mr. Bright’s speech alluded 
of the rules for the admission to above, has been that the Home authorities have at 
on aa rag he meee once sanctioned these rules, and have thereby allayed 
ial ul Sout ont ap- the excitement created in the popular mind. Though 
proval. this arrangement benefits natives only to a limited 
extent and is incomplete in several other particulars, 
it ought to be hailed with joy and gratitude. It confers an important political 
right, and has, thereby, opened a way to secure many more. Much benefit 
ought not to be expected at the commencement of this concession. There is 
nothing sgachinnable in fixing the salary of the Native Civilian at two-thirds of 
that drawn by a European, sinee this inequality is beneficial alike to the country 
and to natives, (The Yajddén Parast (53) and the Loka Mitra (55) of the same 
date, and the Nydya Prakdsh (66) of the 18th instant, in noticing this subject, 
make remarks similar to those made by the Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 15th 
instant, artd noticed at length in the last weekly summary.) 


_ 


The Gujardt Samdchdr (65) of the 16th August, but received on the 19th, 

| states that on the 11th instant two policemen of 

Offers to produce evidence Surat frightened the wife of a native gentleman 

ofanattempttoextort money. residing on the road leading from Gopipura to 

| Navsdéri Bhadgol, and compelled her to give them a 

bribe. They told her either to pay them four annas, or to go with them to 

the fort, as one of them had brought her child from the street where it was 

playing. Both the policemen were, however, not dressed as such. But the 

Mitra offers to give their names and numbers, and is ready to produce evidence 
of their attempt at extortion. 7 


The Broach Saméchér (68) of the 14th August, but received on the 18th, 
hides dk es ike complains that the farm selected for the practical 
wliied fc ce SE Dg om instruction of the students of the Agricultural Class 
struction of the Agricultural Opened at Broach is situated at a long distance from 
gricultura 

Class at Broach, is situated that town, and that they find it inconvenient to be 
= bbe ineestetsiontly long obliged to go so far, and at the same time to have to 
ce trom the town. repare their lessons. The authorities concerned are, 
therefore, requested to select another field nearer the town, for instance, on the 


White Road, or in any other neighbouring locality. 
oN P 23—8 [cow 273] 
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Municipalities. 
The Deccan Star (2) of the 17th August says that the Municipal Commis- 


| sioners of Poona, as a body, are a set of flatterers and 
Complains of the want of hangers on of the Collector. The inhabitants of that 
opp, ts ee vality city pay the taxes but do not receive any benefit in 
S Poca 'Y return. All this evil has sprung from the rate-payers 
having no representatives in the Municipality. 
Thousands of rupees are spent in giving welcome to distinguished individuals, 
but no funds can be spared for the repair of roads, or the support of a public 
institution. Some time ago a proposition was brought forward before the 
eneral committee to make a grant of Rs. 10 per mensem to the Native General 
fibeary, but it was at once rejected, and the reason is obvious. Some high 
officials believe that education has spread sedition throughout the land, and 
that educated natives entertain ideas of subverting the British Government. It 
is, therefore, natural that such worthies should do every thing in their power 
to discourage the diffusion of education and enlightenment. Hence the opposi- 
tion on the part of the Collector and the native members of course followed the 
lead of their md-bdép. In conclusion, the writer upbraids the native members 
for giving their votes blindly, and advises the people not to ask anything from 
the Municipality. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 18th August says that the state of Poona is 

so disgraceful that one cannot help wondering whether 

ew egee . a aap there is such an institution as a Municipality in that 
wry ° “Hy °F town. The roads and lanes are in such a muddy 
condition that they have evidently not been repaired 

for years. The filth in the town is indescribable. There is great want 
of urinals in the public streets, and additional lamps are very much needed, 
particularly in bye-lanes. The inhabitants throw the refuse of their houses on 
the public roads, and no measures are taken to remove it. The stench in most 


places is awful and unbearable. It is to be hoped that our cc | Collector 


will find out why the sanitary condition of Poona has been neglec 
deserves blame in the matter. 


and who 
G. W. KURKARAY, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 


26th August 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 24th August observes that the article in 
the London Times on the reduction of the armies of 
Observes that’ before the Native States has been most opportunely published in- 
British Indian army is re- ' ; . 
duced, the forces in the ser. ®Smuch as it has satisfactorily answered the remarks 
vice of Native States‘should made by Messrs. Bright and L4l Mohan Ghose in 
be reduced or abolished alto- their recent speeches. It is there convincingly proved 
gone, from the statistics of the British army in India that 
it is neither too large nor unnecessary, since the feudatory Princes together 
maintain an army of three hundred thousand men, and the Government has 
only one hundred and eighty thousand troops. It is plain, therefore, that 
before a reduction can be made in the number of English troops, it is 
desirable that the native forces should be reduced or totally abolished. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 24th August gives various instances of the 

_ inability of Mr. Forrest to teach mathematics, and 

_ Says that Mr. Forrest # says that the students of the Deccan College are very 

pcre a ~~ much to be commiserated. Government ina moment of 

' ‘weakness were induced to make the appointment, but it 

will tell heavily on the success of the Deccan College students in the approaching 

University examinations, unless.in the meantime the Director of Public 
Instruction should deem it right to move in the matter for their benefit. . 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 25th August, in its principal leader says that 
the publication of the rules for the admission of 


Says that the appointment natives into the Covenanted Oivil Service shows that | 


of natives to Civil Service . : : 
ests should be nibdle after an Government consider educated natives qualified to 


at hold such appointments; but the admission of their 
Ce claims has disturbed the equilibrium of our English 
contemporaries. They contend that educated natives are naturally dull, and 


_ that, therefore, they are not fit to hold posts involving great responsibility. But 


there is not much sense in this argument. When several years ago the Civil 
and Medical Services were thrown open to natives, they showed their ability by 

assing stiff examinations, which clearly demonstrated that they were not 
inferior to Europeans. When, therefore, our contemporary the Bombay Gazette 
indulges in attacks on native intellect, he only shows his utter ignorance of the 
facts of the case. ‘That journal declares that educated natives do not as a rule 
belong to well-to-do families, and that, therefore, to admit them into the Civil 
Service is to degrade the high aug of that Service. ‘T'o this it is a sufficient 
reply that Englishmen who have obtained admission into the Indian Civil 
Service through competitive examinations do not generally come from wealthy 
English families, and that, therefore, it is simply absurd to demand a qualification 


from natives which is not possessed even by Englishmen themselves. This 


argument clearly demonstrates that our contemporary seems bent 8g prejudic- 
ing the minds of our rulers against educated natives at all hazards. In India 
high education is not within the reach of the lower classes, while the higher 
classes do not avail themselves of its advantages, nor would they care for 
Government service, even if there were any educated individuals among them. 
The only people who take advantage of high education are those who belong to 
the middle class, and itis the fear of their competing on equal terms with 
Europeans that has disturbed the equanimity of our contemporary. In. conclu- 
sion, the writer says that our rulers are renowned for their impartiality, and it 
is the absence of this virtue which ruined many former governments in this 
country. We value the British Government most for the equitable treatment 
which it gives to all its subjects, and, therefore, hope that-it will act justly in this 
matter without taking notice of such frivolous objections as those urged by the 
Bombay Gazette. Public appointments should be conferred on the fittest persons 
irrespectively of all considerations of race or ancestry. Our rulers are wise and 
do not oN to be taught their duty. But we earnestly hope that they will 
give Civil Service appoinments by a competitive examination. Any other 
method will prove a failure le . | bl 
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The same reports that the appointment of Deputy Commissioner of Customs 

has been abolished, and a new one has been sanctioned, 

Makes remarks on the which is to be called the Collectorship of Sea Customs. 

increase of the salary of Formerly the Deputy Commissionership was worth 
the Deputy Commissioner of Rs. 1.0 60 9 

(ah ed Rs. 1, per mensem. Subsequently the pay was 

increased to Rs. 1,500, and it has been resolved to 

raise it to Rs. 2,000 per month by annual increments. What is the reason 

for increasing the pay of the Collector when his work is precisely the same as 

before? Admitting, however, that the work of the Collector has increased, it 

cannot be denied that the work of the Commissioner of Customs has decreased 

to the same extent. Is there any thought in the Government of reducing his 

salary ? 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 25th August gives the substance of the rules 


recently published relating to the admission of natives 


Disapproves of the recently into the Oivil Service, and observes that it is to be 
published rules on the ad- repretted that the appointments are to be left to the 
mission of natives into the 


Covenanted Civil Service. discretion of Government. The examination for the 
admission of natives might be made as stiff as pore. 
y 


but our only contention is that it should be held in India. The newly sanc- 
tioned mode of appointing natives to Civil Service posts will not satisfy the 
aspiration of natives. At the same time we are glad at the modicum of justice 
which our rulers have been pleased to mete out to us; but we cannot help 
remarking that the present arrangement will ultimately prove disastrous to the 
country. When once favoritism begins to be exercised in giving away appoint- 
ments of such vast importance as those in the Civil Service—as will be the case 
under the new system—there is considerable chance of those who will be 
benefited becoming lax in their morals, and the masses will be the sufferers. 
The enormous powers which our executive officers enjoy at present has 
weakened the force of public opinion, and this is much more likely to be the 
case in the future when they are invested with still greater authority. The 
native Civil Servants who will be appointed under these rules will think that 
in discharging their public functions they must do that which will please their 
European superiors, and that any other course will damage their prospects. The 
system of giving Indian Civil Service appointments by a competitive examina- 
tion was inaugurated in 1854, and it is to this method of selecting public 
servants that the fame of that Service is due. The Indian Civil Servants are 
noted for their independence and impartiality in the discharge of their public 
functions, and they would not have borne this high character if they had been 
appointed under a system of patronage. What has proved successful in the 
case of European Civil Servants will prove equally successful in the case of 
natives. In conclusion, the writer regrets that the rules are only permissive, 
and that it is not obligatory on Government to appoint natives to Civil Service 
posts. We do not say that the Home Government has framed these rules with 
the intention of sbideting natives; but if any local Government refuses to 
nominate natives, it will not thereby be acting in opposition to the views of the 
authorities in England. Upon the whole, the recently published rules have 


been slovenly drawn up and are full of blemishes, and will in the end prove 
disadvantageous to the country, 


The same reports that a few months ago the Government of Bombay 
recommended to the Government of India that Rdo 

sittskes remarks in connec. Bahgdur Gopdlréw Hari Deshmukh should be asked 
Rio Bahédur Gopliche Hos to retire on pension, as he was found unfit to dischurge 
Deshmukh. satisfactorily the duties of a Joint Judge. When this 
pase came to the knowledge of the Rao Babddur, he and 
his friends examined the files of the Bombay High Court reports, and discovered 
that the number of cases in which his decisions had been reversed by the High |. 
Court did not exceed the number of those of a European Judge of the Civil — 
Service. Réo Bahddur Gopdlréw brought this fact to the knowledge of the 
Government of India in a petition, in which, among other things, he stated that 
: had performed his duties as well as any European Judge. In reply Lord 
ytten informed him that the Government of India declined to remove him from 
™s appointment, and orders to this effect must have been transmitted to the 
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Bombay Government, but notwithstanding, the latter ordered him to retire under 
the fifty-five years rule. We are glad that the Ré4o Bahddur has not been desired 
to resign on the ground of inefficiency. When he was appointed to the Joint 
Judgeship, we had a presentiment of the objections which would be urged against 


his confirmation. It is, therefore, to be hoped that a really able man will be 


appointed on this occasion. There are many such among professional men as 
well as in the service. For instance, if a selection was made from amongst Messrs. 
Ranade, Mandlik, Telang, Mehta and T yebji, it would prove eminently successful. 
If, however, Government should deliberately choose some one else, and hereafter 
declare that natives are unfit to hold high appointments, the native community 
will refuse to admit the justice of such a plea. 


The same, in its issue of the 28th August, says that it has been determined 
to hire the house belonging to Anandraw Khasgiwalay 
Says that the house selected. for the accommodation of the Courts of the Subordinate 


of the Sub-Judge’s Court in J udge and the Joint Sub-Judge of Poona. The choice 


Poona is extremely unsuit- 


able. is not happy. In the first place the building is 

: situated in a bye-lane which is perhaps the filthiest in 
Poona, besides being very narrow. ‘The neighbourhood moreover is inhabited 
by prostitutes. The place combines all the inconveniences imaginable, and we 
are, therefore, surprised why it should have been selected. 


The same in its local news states that the wife of a Sonar living in 
Sadashiv Peth went out to dine at a friend’s house on 
_ Makes remarks on the the afternoon of the 23rd instant, but never returned 
inefficiency of the Poona h FR le of d thi a: q 
Police. ome. For a couple of days nothing was discovere 
about her whereabouts, but on the third day after she 
was missed, her body was found in the river. From the fact that i was of 
thirty-five years of age, we are unable to account how the murderer could 
have accomplished the deed. A few days ago we reported that a prostitute, 
living in Shukarwdr Peth had been murdered, but we are not surprised that 
the perpetrator of the deed has not yet been discovered. If the police is 
unable to apprehend thieves who commit thefts in the neighbourhood of police 
stations, it is not wonderful if they take time to find out the body of a murdered 
individual, and ultimately fail to trace the murderer. We beg respectfully to 
bring to the notice of the Police Superintendent of the District that the ineffici- 
ency of the police is a source of disquietude to the inhabitants of Poona, and 
that, therefore, he should strain every nerve to improve its condition. 


A correspondent of the Mahdrashtra Mitra (7) of the 21st August says that 
in the Satéra Collectorate much injustice is done in 
Complains that appoint- filling up appointments in the Police Department. | 
ere in the Satéra District Whenever an officer is tolerably old, he is at once asked 
fe given to men from other ; . : : . 
districts. to retire on pension, and bis place is usually given to 
aman from another district. When avacancy occurs 
in any department, the claims of those who have been working in that depart- 
ment are usually considered, but the practice in the Sdtdra District is different. 
Since the death of Mr. Gordon, late Head Clerk to the District Judge of Sétara, 
the post of Head Clerk has been twice vacant, but on each occasion it has been 
conierred on persons from other districts to the exclusion of the claims of those 
who had been working in the office for years. Nobody can say that competent 
men are not to be found in the Sdtdéra District since many of them are occupy- 
ing posts of trust and responsibility in other places. It is to be hoped that the 


igher authorities will give their attention to this subject, and prevent the 
tecurrence of such cases. 


The Poona Herald (11) of the 20th August alludes to the proposal of Mr.. 
Disapproves of the crant J 0bertson, the Revenue Commissioner, to make an 
of Rs. 1,000 from the funds annual grant of Rs. 1,000 from the funds of the Poona 
- Sond Poona Municipality Municipality towards the establishment of a school 
aan Sauene — of of industry, and remarks that as there are workshops 
attached to the Engineering College, where carpenters, 


blacksmiths and mechanics can be trained, it would seem undesirable to carry 


6 


out the present project. Dr. Theodore Cooke knows more about workshops 
than Mr. Robertson, and he would undoubtedly consider it inadvisable to start 
an industrial school when facilities for imparting that kind of education exist 
in the institution of which he is the head. It is the duty of Municipal Com- 
missioners to look solely to the interests of the city, and to act independently. 


The Aruwnodaya (13) of the 24th August says that it is stated in an English 
newspaper published at Allahabed that the question 
Makes observations in of giving to anative Covenanted Civilian two-thirds of 
ROL e4 the hyagrons the salary drawn by a European has not been finall 
Supytns isis. om decided, and that the rate of pay which may be fixed 
herafter for a native will be about half of that which 
is given to a European Covenanted Civilian. Besides, the rules with respect 
to Sate and pensions which obtain in the case of English Civilians will not be 
applicable to natives, and it would be absurd to grant them such privileges for 
reasons which are easily intelligible. -We are pretty much of the same opinion, 
and consider that if the above policy is carried out, the country will be 
immensely benefited. The expenditure of Government will decrease, and 
consequently an opportunity will be given to reduce taxation. But, in order 
fully to accomplish this object,' itis necessary that in making appointments 
in the Covenanted Civil a reference should be given to qualified 
natives over other competitors, and that all posts in the Uncovenanted Service, 
the duties of which are not of a political character, should be given uncondi- 


tionally to natives. Such a policy, if carried out in right earnest, will make 
the English rule popular in India. 


The Din Bandhu (34) of the 19th August gives the substance of the Deccan 
ee stone Seok Relief Bill, and observes that if this measure is 
het 3 assed, it will prevent sowkérs from depriving poor 
ppt allio ond ignorant pet nh of their thes s oa: calien 
property. The present wretched condition of the agricultural population is 
undoubtedly attributable to the excessive greed of the sowkdrs and the priests. 
Owing to the easy manner in which money could be obtained from sowkérs, 
the ryots became reckless and idle, and thus lost all that they had. Some 
persons assert that the riots which happened in 1875 were caused by the heaviness 
of the land tax which had been increased during the previous year, but this 
assertion has evidently been made with a view to create an ill-feeling towards 
Government in the minds of ignorant cultivators, If the disturbances referred 
to above were occasioned by the exorbitant nature of the land assessments 
sanctioned in 1874, it is really incredible how the ryots could have been reduced 
to beggary in one year, and why the money-lenders should have been the 
object of their attack. It is clear, therefore, that the oppression of sowkars 
gave rise to these riots. We firmly believe that it is for the interest of the 
agriculturists that there should be as few pecuniary transactions as possible 
between them and the money-lenders. ‘The former will then become self reliant 
and industrious, and will endeavour to live within their means. There is no 
ground for saying that the cultivators are unable to pay the land assessment, 
for, as a matter of fact, those who are careful and industrious are able to maintain 
themselves and their familes, after paying the land tax and the share of the 
proprietor of the land. The indifference which is shown towards the education 
of the agricultural classes, and the ignorance which has been the result.of it 
has brought about their impoverishment, while native officials and Bréhman 
priests take advantage of them, and strip them of all that they have. The 
absence of a permanent settlement of the Seid revenue is to a certain extent an 
obstacle to the improvement of cultivation, and it is to be hoped that Govern- 
ment will do something to remedy this defect. We consider the present Bill 
excellent in its principles, and the obj ects which it aims at. 


The Ganga Lahari (38) of the 15th August alludes to the Rumpa disturb- 
ances in the Godawary District, and to the measures 
which have been taken to suppress them, and observes 
be enquired into. that they were caused by the oppressive nature of the 
reg A’bkéri laws, Although the revenue derived from 
3 NP 30—8 [con 827] 
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this tribe was quite insignificant, yet an immence expenditure of public mon 


has had to be incurred in quelling these riots which might have been avoid 
by a little liberality on the part of Government in the administration of the 
A’bkéri laws. It will redound to the glory of Governments if steps are taken to 
investigate the causes of these disturbances, and to remove the grievances which 
may. have given rise to them. 


The Surya Prakdsh (45) of the 23rd August, but received on the 25th, 
: censures the authorities of Surat for not attending to 
i x gee , that oe the convenience and comfort of those who contribute 
adiion. eee ee to the local funds. The villagers need medical 
dispensaries and sanitary reforms, but no attention is 
paid to their wants. The roads in the district are full of mud during the rains, 
and are hardly ever repaired. For instance, the Katargaum road has several 
large cavities in it, and is usually under water during the monsoon. There is 
a large traffic between this village and the town of Surat, and the people who 
use ha-soad experience great inconvenience which ought to be removed at 
once. 


The Gujarat Mitra (47) of the a sugust in alluding to the recommenda- 
_ tion recently made by the London Times, that the 
Pet a gest armies of the Native Princes should be first disbanded 
reduce its own army without before any reduction is made in the number of the 
reducing or disbanding the British Indian forces, brings forward some arguments 
troops of the Native Princes. very frequently advanced by the Native Press, and 
several times noticed at length in these Summaries. The Mitra observes that 
although the total number of troops in the service of the Native States amounts 
to three hundred thousand men, yet they belong to as many as forty-six Princes, 
among whom there is not only no union, but most of them are not on good 
terms with each other. Most of these troops are again undisciplined, and are, 
therefore, quite unfitted to cope with English soldiers. It is true that the 
armies of Scindia and Holkar are disciplined ; but by themselves they are chaff 
before the valiant British forces. The Native Princes have -ever been loyal to 
the British Government, and the latest exhibition of their devotion was made 
on the occasion of the late Afghan war which ought not to be forgotten so soon. 
Such being the case, the disbandment of the armies of Native States would 
undeservedly cast a slur on the character of the Princes. Since 1857 there has 
been an increase in the military expenditure of Government, and in the number 
of men maintained in the British Indian army. Since a smaller army sufficed 
to quell the mutiny of 1857, when there were no railways nor telegraph lines as 
there are now, it would seem that an army smaller than that which existed in 
the year of the mutiny will answer the purpose well. For these reasons the 
Government can safely reduce its forces without touching those of the Native 
Princes, who are thoroughly loyal, and whose loyalty should not be doubted. 
(The Nydya Prakdsh (66) of the 25th August, and the Akhbdére Sowddgar (50) of 
the 29th, make remarks similar to the above.) 


The same states that when in December last, Mr. Sumukhr4m 

me Nawanidhardm was Acting First Class Subordinate 
should gio BB eigen Judge at Surat, he sent a notice regarding the case of 
Subordinate Judge at Surat the insolvent Parakh Déjibhd4i Karsan, to the Editor 
to pay the cost of publishinga of the Guwjardt Mitra, with a request to publish it in 
i notice sent by himfor his journal. He was at the same time desired to 
) ace in the Gujarét submit a bill for the advertisin charges. The notice 
_ ‘was accordingly published and a bill for Rs. 146-1-0 

was submitted. Mr. V. M. Bhide, the permanent incumbent, who in the meantime 


had returned to his duties, did not liquidate the claim, and replied that as the | 
insolvent refused to pay the charges, he could do nothing in the matter. A 


written notice for settling the claim was served upon Mr. Bhide’s successor, who 
returned the same reply. The Mitra hopes that Government will be pleased to 
interfere in this matter, and save the Editor the trouble of taking legal steps 
for the recovery of his claim. ;__ 
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The Jame Jamsed (49) of the 27th August states that Mr. GopdIr4w Hari 

| eshmukh, the Joint Judge of Thdéna, was believed to 

Requests Government to have been pensioned because he had completed his fifty- 

0: de ges Adages Basie 3g fifth year. The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of Poona, however, 

Gopélréw Hariy Deshmak, States that the Bombay Government made a report to 

the Joint Judge of Thana. § the Supreme Government that he was incompetent 

_ for the post, and recommended that he should be 

pensioned. He then submitted a protest to the Government of India, which 

replied that it refused to sanction the recommendation of the Bombay Govern- 

ment. This statement of the Dnydn Prakash, observes the Jéme Jamsed, has 

been received with surprise by the public; and hence, it is desirable that 
Government should publish the real facts of the case. 


The same, in noticing the statement made by the Indian Mirror that 
another native will be soon appointed to a Judgeship 

Wishes to be informed why in the Caleutta High Court, observes that for a long 
no native has been yet @p- time there has been one Native Judge in that Court, 
inted to the Bench of the . . . ae 
Bomba Hie Court. and his appointment having proved successful, it is 
: gratifying that another is to be appointed. But, on 

the other hand, it is to be he. that there is no native on the Bench of 
the Bombay High Court. Mr. Naéndbh4i Haridds satisfactorily discharged his 
duties when he held an Acting Judgeship. Besides, there are several other 
native gentlemen who would perform the duties of a Judge of the High Court 
with credit. How is it then that not a single native has been permanently 


appointed ? 


The same of the 28th August, and the Rdst Goftér (51) of the 24th, 

in alluding to the abolition of the office of Press 

Is glad thatthe office of the Commissioner, point out the advantages which the 

Press Commissioner is not to Pp h Rats Be BAGS 3 f thi ' d 

ke shiitahetl ress has enjoyed by the creation of this post, an 

| express satisfaction that the rumour has turned out 

untrue. The reasons advanced for not abolishing the Commissionership are 

the same as those put forward by some of their vernacular contemporaries, and 
noticed more fully in previous Summaries. 


The Rdst Goftdr (51) of the 24th August is also disappointed with the 
— Fie the pnt pc ge State for hogan has 
ordered that the agricultural classes recently opened 
a ae ens = — in this Daalilamae: should be closed for die inet 
to close for the present the and that enquiries should be made as to the results of 
agricultural classes opened 2 the agricultural classes in the Madras Presidency. It 
this Presidency. is desirable, observes the Rast Coftdr, that the en- 
quiries ordered by Lord Cranbrook should be made ; 
but it would be a great mistake to stop education in so important a matter as the 
improvement of agriculture. Jf the classes are closed, Government will be 
making retrenchment at the wrongend. ‘The exorbitant expenses of the army 
and other departments, and the large salaries drawn by Europeans continue 
untouched, while an important means of enriching the exhausted soil of this 
country is considered a fit subject for retrenchment. The abolition of these 
classes will cause disappointment to Sir Richard Temple. He ought to be really 
proud of having made a serious attempt to supply the pressing needs of the 
agricultural population of this rlabaoegyye # by opening agricultural classes for 
their benefit in all the principaltowns. (The Loka Mitra (55) of the same date, 
and the Jame Jamsed (49) of the 26th and 27th, express similar sentiments.) 


The same, in noticing the statement made by the Bombay Gazette that 

oa education makes a Hindu disloyal and a Mahomedan 

Wishes that Government loyal, observes that the latter part of the assertion is 

bd sad at ae the true, while the former is false. All natives are alike, 

an andthe effect of education must also be alike on all 

sath of them. There is, therefore, no solid ground for 

Saying that education makes one man loyal and another disloyal. The 

worst enemy which a Goyernment can have is to have ignorant human beings 

for its subjects. Very little attention has been hitherto given to the education 
 4NnP380—8 [con 327) | 
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9 
of the Mahomedans, and they have, therefore, remained ignorant. They are 
naturally good and gentle; and to bring out these virtues conspicuously, they 
require to be educated. Government deserves blame in this matter for its 
negligence. ° The Educational Department has not given sufficient encourage- 
ment to Munshi Gul4m Mahomed and other well-wishers of the Mahomedan 


community in their attempts to educate their Bye In conclusion, the 


Rast Goftér hopes that henceforward attention will be given to this imporant 
subject. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 24th August disapproves of the resolution of 
the Bombay Government to sell by public auction, 


Disapproves of the inten- ‘the licenses for the sale of country liquor in Bombay. 
tion of Government to sell 


Ey Lan casting thes leetnes There seems no good reason for doing this, except the 
ied to the country liquor esire of increasing the revenue derived from this 
shop-keepers of Bombay. source. But Government ought to avoid adopting 

measures which would be injurious to the interests of 
the people. The intended change in the issue of the licenses will prove dis- 
advantageous in various ways. ‘The shop-keepers have had their licenses for 
a long time, and have invested their all in the business. They will now have 
to purchase licenses at an auction sale at great cost, or must give up the business 
altogether. As honest dealers they will not be able to do the former. If 
they give y their trade they will be completely ruined, since it is almost 
impossible for them to start a new business in these hard times. Again, the 
large sums for which the licenses would be sold would compel their purchasers 
to adulterate the liquor, in order to re-imburse themselves. Thus, the consumers 
would be the sufferers. After stating that the Committee appointed in 1867 
for considering the desirability of selling the licenses by public auction, had 
given its decision against the proposal, the Mitra expresses a hope that Govern- 
ment will give up the idea of introducing the system of selling licenses by 


a public auction. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 27th expresses the above 
sentiments in a few words.) 


The Nydya Prakdsh (66) of the 25th August observes that twenty years 
ago Lord Canning wrote a Minute on the subject of 
Hopes that a separate pro- the education of European and Eurasian children. 


vision for the education of ;‘ ° rf. ° 
tha Batowinn ‘asd’ Huresian Lord Lytton is not satisfied with the arrangements 


children in India will not be then made, and wishes to make a separate provision 
made by Government. for their education. It is, however, hoped that His 

| Lordship will see the undesirability of opening new 
schools for the special benefit of European and Eurasian children when they 
can as well take advantage of schools which are attended by natives. 


The Broach Samdchdr (68) of the 21st August, but received on the 27th, 


Reviaets Govertinent to observes that the licenses issued to the country liquor 
‘ make with the country liquor shop-keepers of Surat and Broach contained for a lon g 


sep-katpess of esc lan time the same conditions. But recently, while licenses 
Same conditions which have ) - 
fe ee ae have been granted to the shop-keepers at Surat on 


Surat. favourable terms, the shop-keepers of Broach have 

been treated sonia uci The conditions imposed 
Sa the Broach liquor-sellers are very harsh. They were allowed the 
choice of accepting them or of giving up their licenses. It is hardly fair to 
give different treatment to the shop-keepers of two towns so close to each other. 


he Saméchdér hopes that Government will not observe the distinction com- 
plained of, 


The same also complains that the new arrangement for holding at Surat 
Says that the holding of *he Criminal Sessions for the District of Broach, will 
the Criminal Sessions ii wad yrare inconvenient and expensive to prosecutors, | 
—— District of Broach will defendants and witnesses. The Sessions were hitherto 
the nhaliidine ae ee held at the latter town, and the accused, particularly 
Collectorate. _~ innocent persons, who had not sufficient pecuniary 
veniences, which will be nultiplied rscsom k mae ag bec alien ath 
» which wi multiplied many times e proposed change. e 
Samdchér, therefore, hopes das the old eeiaaciehan will he reheated ‘i 
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The same states that last year the country liquor shop-kee of Broach 
requested Mr. White, th ‘ 


States that the Collector of . 
eek eek te hee ber_OF Emine they were required to purchase 


e xe from Government, as the sale of liquor had diminished.. 
eo maser "poked rot He did not comply with their prayer, but kindly 
shop-keepers of Broach in permitted them to store their liquor in the Govern- 
the Government warehouse. ment warehouse after the payment of duty. This 

arrangement has hitherto continued, and the shop- 
keepers have stored large quantities. It is said that Mr. Lely, the Acting 
Collector, has issued orders to the Daroga not to allow the PB itt to 


remove their liquor lying in the storehouse. Did they ever dream that they 
would receive such treatment ? asks the Samachar. 


Railways. 


The Guardt Mitra (47) of the 24th August, after once more stating that 
the management of the B. B. and C. I. Railway is 


Suggests some alterations satisfactory, and that much of the credit forthe same 
in the running of the trains 


~ 1s due to Mr. Duxbury, requests that Officer to make 
soobigy B. B. and 0. I. Ra certain alterations in the stone ali The mail trains 
sf : 
as well as most of the goods trains between Bombay 
and Surat run at night. The consequence is that three or four trains meet 
together at one station frequently, and often serious accidents occur. The 
mishap which happened a few months ago at the Sanjdn station appears to have 
arisen from the abovementioned cause. It seems desirable, therefore, that 
some of the goods trains which run at night in the Bombay District, should be 
made to run therein during the day, when there are fewer chances of accidents 
occurring to them. The Mitra hopes that the Traffic Manager will be good 
enough to adopt this suggestion after due consideration. 


Native States. 


The Guwardt Mitra (47) of the 24th August states that a pamphlet, 


entitled, ‘‘ Baroda Darbdér, No. 1,” has been printed 
en of ~ and circulated. It contains copies of fifteen petitions 
complaint of a W4ghar. made by a Waghri named Galal Uké. The — 
states that in May 1377 he was apprehended by some 
policemen, and was not released until he paid them a bribe. He complains 
that though he has been trying for the last two years to obtain redress for the 
wrong which was done, yet no attention has been paid to his complaint. The 
Mitra trusts that this pamphlet will attract the notice -of the Divén, who will 
not fail to do justice to the petitioner, if he deserves it. (The Deshi Mitra (56) 
of the 28th also expresses similar sentiments.) 


A correspondent of the Késide Mumbai (64) of the 27th August states that a 


dispute is going on between the Nawab of Radhanpur 


Prays Government tosettle and his brothers. The father of the present Nawéb, 
the dispute between the 


N . gave the latter a Jaghir of 21,500 Rupees, and 
shady — invested them with civil and criminal jurisdiction. 
Some servants of the brothers wanted to visit the 


town of Rddhanpur on business connected with their Jaghir, but they have 


been prevented by the Nawdb. The brothers appealed to the Political Superin- 
tendent of Pélanpur against this treatment; but he replied that he could not 
interfere in the matter. The correspondent, however, requests Government to 


interfere and settle the dispute, for fear that serious consequences might arise 
from the misunderstanding. 


G. W. KURKARAY, = 


_ New Secretariat, Bombay, — Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
, 2nd September 1879. 
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Ties variqus notices have om’ collected under different heads, 


coeuemmes has been made 


which are "printed in italics. 


aré printed in italics, and the number of the Newspaper in the list at the 
brackets after the name. 
a ve etc ar iia marked ® have 1 not given ‘information as to the number of ose 


‘S 
Politics and the Public Administration. 
The Deccan Star (2) of the 3lst August states that a well-informed cor- 


: _, .. respondent brings to its noticea case of flagrant 
Brings @ case of injustice injustice which is intended to be done to a Police 


to the notice of the Police 


Superintendent of Poona. Constable. He states that the real hero in the fight 


with Pandia Ramoshi at Bhamburdd4 was not Sar- 
wottasing Jamdddr as is alleged, but was a certain Pardeshi Naik who 
apprehended Pandia. He further adds that this Pardeshi Ndik wished to 
bring his claims to the notice of the Police Superintendent, but was prevented 
from doing so by the Inspector of Police. Major Daniell’s attention is called to 
this matter. 
Tne Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 25th August, in an article on the forces of Native 
_ States, repeats many arguments which have been 
_Disapproves of the aboli- frequently reported, and observes that in the late 
tion of the forces of Native Af | G t Sop eye é 
States. gan war Government was oblige increase its 
own army by fifteen thousand men, and had besides 
to indent for assistance on the Native Feudatories. The forces of Native Princes, 
therefore, are not superfluous, and yet their abolition has been urged in so 
distinguished a journal as the London Times. Our Meadow street contemporary 
is giving expression to the same views, and has used arguments which have 
been frequently refuted in these columns; but since his opinions are likely to 
prevail, we feel constrained to reiterate our former objections. The Bombay 
Gazette admits that the English army is too large for the requirements of the 
country, but contends that Government is obliged to maintain it in order to keep 
the forces of Native Princes in check, which amount to the enormous number of 
three hundred thousand men. Now, asa matter of fact, the armies of Native 
Princes hardly deserve that name. The word ‘‘ rabble” would be more appro- 
priate. The soldiers are utterly undisciplined, and are not a whit better than 
olicemen in British territory, and are ye 1 on nearly the same duties. 
hey are maintained because the Princes believe that their importance is 
enhanced thereby ; but their existence can in no way be dangerous to the British 
rule, and our rulers are not likely to gain anything by pyres erway! hurtin 
the feelings of those Princes. It must also be remembered that in the fearful 
crisis of 1857, when the army of the British Government itself mutinied, all the 
principal Native Feudatories, with the exception of the insignificant State of 
Jhansi, stood faithful and rendered all the assistance in their power to the British 
Government. Under such circumstances it is absurd to imagine any danger from 
them. Our contemporary refers in exaggerated language to the dangerous 
condition of the Nizam’s troops, and says that many mutineers who took part 
against the English will be found among them ; but we are unable to discover the 
reasons which have led the Bombay Gazette to form this opinion. Our contem- 


. porary suggests that since the Queen has become the Empress of India, the 


treaties subsisting between the British Government and the Native States might 


be considered as at an end, and the British Government on account of its 


rybergawa authority should force the Native Princes to disband their armies. 
f this suggestion is acted upon, and Government deliberately break their solemn 
pledges, the result will most likely be disastrous. Our rulers are well aware of 
the insignificance of the armies in the service of the Native Princes. It is 
therefore to be hoped that they will allow the present state of things to continue, 
and thus avoid unnecessarily herting the feelings of Native Princes, 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 24th August alludes to Lord Lytton’s minute 

| on the education of poor Europeans and Eurasians, 

Pleat cr there isnoneed and says that there is no necessity for making special 
for "the nie provision provision for that purpose. Several Englishmen are 

of poor ees | ope 7 eB 

European and Eurasian Of Opinion that the stability of the British rule is likely 
children. to be endangered by making these people permanent, 
sae : residents of India, and for this reason they were 
prohibited from owning land in the country and were not even employed in 
the army. Our rulers have wisel y established educational institutions for the 


instruction of all classes of their subjects without distinction of race or creed, 


4 


and therefore no blame can be attached to them if any section of the commu- 
nity does not avail itself of the advantages which are thrown in its way. 
Archdeacon Baly in his pamphlet has endeavoured to show what Government 
has done in the matter of education for its Native subjects, and how it has been 
remiss in its duty towards the children of poor Europeans and Eurasians ; but he 
forgets to notice that educational institutions supported from the public funds 
are not denominational and that they are open to allcommunities. This being 
the fact, it is hardly fair to charge Governthiiit with neglect of duty in this 
particular question. in, if a comparison was made with reference to the 
taxes paid by the European and Native communities, and the amounts 
devoted towards the education of their respective children, it will be 
found that the Europeans have the advantage and not the Natives, as is alleged 
by Archdeacon Baly. From the educational statistics of the Province of 
Punjab, it appears that of the sum assigned to education, one-twentieth is spent 
on the education of European and Eurasian children alone, which is a very 
large share as compared with their number. In conclusion the writer asserts 
that at present ample provision exists for the education of Europeans and 
Eurasians, and that if Government did more in this direction, it would be liable 
to the charge of partiality. Lord Lytton says that it is a disgrace to Govern- 
ment that there should be twelve thousand European and Eurasian children in 
India for whose education there is no provision whatever. We cordially concur 
with His Excellency in this observation, but this fact sinks into insignificance 
when it is remembered that there are millions of Native children who are in a 
similar condition. Government is at present engaged in making reductions in 
the public expenditure, and it is very strange that at such a crisis a Commission 
should have been appointed to propose plans for the more thorough education of 
Europeans,—a proposition which is likely to lead to an increase of expenditure. 
If special measures are required, a special tax should be levied on Europeans 
for this purpose, or they should raise subscriptions among themselves. Lord 
Lytton says that if the European and Eurasian children in India are educated, 
there will be no need to import Europeans from England; but the soundness of 
this view has been doubted by Sir Ashley Eden. His Honour believes that the 
Europeans educated in India will never be able to compete in trades or 

rofessions with those who come from England. Natives are not appointed to 

igh posts in India, and if the proposals in the Viceroy’s minute are carried out, 
they will not get even the lower posts which they at present fill, On the 
railways Europeans and Eurasians have monopolised employment, and Natives 
are employed only where the services of the former cannot be had. The 
exclusion of Natives will therefore be more complete when special facilities are 
afforded for the education of the European and Eurasian children. Besides, 
when Europeans and Eurasians take to agriculture, as is likely, there will be no 
room for Natives in India. 


The same, in alluding to the reduction of the forces of Native States, says 
pr cei cc ae those who aman mage moneys poeee t ° 
reaking out of the Afgan war, did so on the groun 
Sinden echt need gto euanm that the North-Western frontier extended i a 
length of 1,800 miles, and that in case of an invasion 
of India from that quarter, it would be no easy task to defend it. Besides, at 
such a juncture there would be apprehension of danger from the armies of Native 
Princes, and therefore it was sbisbitely necessary in the general interests of the 
mpire to reduce the forces of Native Princes. To these arguments we then 
replied that the Native Princes and their armies were perfectly loyal to the 
paramount power, and that in an emergency they would be found giving all 
the assistance in their power to the British Government, and this actually came 
to pass in the late Afgan war. Again, it must not be forgotten that the various 
Native Princes have conflicting interests, and their territories are so wide a 
that any union among them is an utter impossibility. If any Native Prince 
defied the British Government, he could be crushed in an instant, and in case 
should all of them form a confederacy, the English army was in such a fine 
condition that it would be more than a match for the undisciplined rabble 
maintained by the Native Princes. In the fearful crisis of 1857, when the army 
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of the*British Government mutinied, the Native Princes sided with the para- 
mount power. At that time the means of transport were not in such an 
advanced condition as they are at present ; besides, the English forces are now 
armed with superior weapons than those used in former dgys. With those 
facts before us it is absurd to imagine the danger of a rising from the armies of 
Native Princes. Moreover, by the advantages gained in the late Afgan war, the 
frontier has been rendered almost invulnerable, and therefore those who 
urged the diminution of the forces of the Native Princes on the ground of the 
insecurity of the North-Western frontier, have no cause whatever for bringing 
forward their former objections. Here reference is made to a statement 
published in the Indu Prakdsh, that an understanding has been arrived at 
between the Government of India and the Gdikwdd’s Minister to reduce the 
army of the Baroda State, and it is stated that the rumour is probably untrue, as 
it is extremely unlikely that the Government of India would take such an ill- 
considered step. At present there is much want of confidence between the 
governors and the governed, and if at such a crisis the Government of India 
adopts this new policy, the consequences will be disastrous. In conclusion the 
writer says that he is glad to note that the rumour in question has been contra- 
dicted, but that he would have been more glad if the contradiction bad come 
from the Minister himself. : 


The same of the 31st August, in discussing the question of reductions in 
Says that the ‘umber of the public expenditure, says that the number of 
Covenanted Civilians serving Covenanted Civilians in the Bombay Presidency is 
in the Presidency may be unnecessarily large. Only afew years ago there were 


eenee ht ir pay not more than hundred Civilians and now there are 
third. by at least one- ono hundred and forty-six. No justification has been 


given for this increase. Owing to the facilities of 
communication which now exist between Europe and India, these officials have 
hardly their minds in their work, and are always thinking of leave or furlough. 
_ The large onstage 9 of absentees demonstrates this fact unmistakably, and is 
one of the causes which has led to an increase of the public burdens. There 
are also too many supernumerary Collectors. The — of collecting land 
revenue is now so thorough and complete, that it is doubtful whether all the 
permanent revenue officials have enough work. It would therefore seem 
undesirable to retain the present large number of Civilians. In order to reduce 
their number to the requirements of the administration, the practice of importing 
Civilians from England every year should be stopped at least for some time. 
With reference to the salaries of Civil Servants, the writer advances a variety of 
reasons to show that they are exorbitant and higher than those drawn by 
similar class of servants in other civilized countries, and observes that they ma 
be decreased by one-third without any detriment to the public service. It is 
also found that in the various Provinces of India, the rate of pay of Civilians 
performing the same duty is different. This should be rectified, and the 
allowances should be regulated according to the work to be done and should be 
alike all over India. If these suggestions are carried out, the reduction in the 
public expense will be considerable. : 


The same asserts that if the causes of the Rumpa disturbances were enquired 

- into, it would be found that they have originated in 

wo the Rumpa the conduct of the authorities. If proper measures 
this’ coadbian ee had been taken at the very outset and some little 
ties, ~ consideration shown for the wants of the people, 
: the riots would not have assumed the dimensions 
which they subsequently did. The Surat riots were caused by the imprudent 
haviour of the officials engaged in collecting the license-tax, as is evident 
from the facts which came out during the trial of the rioters. The circumstances 
connected with the revision of the assessments on land and the unrelenting 
exaction of the land revenue, undoubtedly contributed to bring about the 
riots in the Deccan, and this opinion is held even by sensible and well- 
informed officials. From the facts which came out to light in the murder 
which recently re at Mahim, it is the firm belief of people here that the 
A'bkéri laws have had something to do with it, and we learn from several sources 
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that the Rumpa disturbances have had a similar origin. It is quite clear from 
these cases how unable the masses are to bear taxation, and how rigorous the 
oficials are in recovering revenue. In sup ing the Rumpa riots, Govern- 
ment have had to spend thousands of rupees, while the A'bk4ri revenue derived 
from the Rumpa cr was quite insignificant. Besides, hundreds of villages: 
have suffered terribly from the depradations of these disturbers of the public 


peace. It is to be regretted that Government should refuse to take notice of 
these hard facts. i 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 1st September in its local news states that 
when the palaces of Wishr4mb4g and Budhwér were 
Complains that the in- burnt down, the police authorities in Poona issued 
mina 4 of sieve Page _ strict injunctions to prevent the inhabitants from 
ois ftor certain hours in moving about in the city after certain hours during 
the night. night. This prohibition was carried out for some 
time; but after the trial of the incendiaries and the 
apprehension of Wasudev Balwant Fadke, its rigour was somewhat relaxed. 
Within the last few days the police has again begun to watch the movements 
of the people, and any one who is found loitering after eleven o'clock at night 
is subjected to great annoyance. Sometimes respectable people are obliged to 
pass a night at a police station. We are unable to discover any fresh cause for 
reverting to this strange practice, and it is therefore to be hoped that the 
District Magistrate and the Police Superintendent will put an-end to it. 


A correspondent of the same of the 1st September says that sufficient pre- 


: . vision was not. exercised in making transferences 
Comanens Out. — Sub- among Subordinate Judges which were ordered in 
erngoaial emproyes ®** 1878. For instance, in the Ratndgiri district, with 
the exception of Messrs. Joglekar and Fernandez, all 

the Sub-Judges are natives of that Collectorate, and some are within an easy 
distance of their own village. The same state of things prevails in Gujarat 
and Carnatak, for which there is some excuse, since qualified men acquainted 
with Gujarati and Kadnarese are usually natives of those districts. This defect 
will no doubt be remedied when the rules recently promulgated with respect 
to the acquisition of languages by Subordinate Judges are brought into full 
operation ; but we cannot help remarking that there is no justification for em- 
slovinig Sub-Judges near their homes in the Mardthi-speaking districts, which 
extend over a large area and in which the number of appointments is consider- 
able. In conclusion: the writer complains of the appointment of Mr. Bodhrdo 
Trimalréo to a Sub-Judgeship on Rs. 300, by which the claims of many deserv- 
ing men for promotion have been passed over ; and says that when Mr. Gibbs 
was a Member of the Bombay Government, he distinctly gave this gentleman 
and others to understand that all new nominees will have to commence in the 


lowest grade. It is to be regretted that this wholesome practice has been > 


departed from on this occasion. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 31st August in a leading article says that 

| during the minority of the Nawab of Bhdwalpur, the 

_Requests Government to affairs of the State have been managed by a Council 
give its subjects power in the of Ro iste of the urincibel nobles in th 

management of public affairs. .0f Regency consisting of the principal nobles in the 

territory, and that the experiment has proved so emi- 

nently successful that it is the intention of the British Government to continue 


the same system when the Nawab becomes of age. It is stated that before 
Investing the young Nawab with authority, he will be called upon to confirm 
the present councillors in their respective posts, and that he must agree not to 
remove them or muke new appointments without the consent of the paramount 
power. We are deeply grateful to our rulers for instituting this method of 
administration ; but it is somewhat strange that the power of appointing or 
removing councillors should not rest with the Nawab himself. The system of 


arliamentary government which obtains in England is so excellent in its | 


principles that our rulers have thought fit to introduce it into Native States, and 
Our municipal institutions are framed on the same model. It is, therefore, 
surprizing that this method of government, which is so beneficial in its results 
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and has been productive of so much happiness to the governed, should not be 
extended to the inhabitants of British territory. It might be urged that the 
recent resolution of Government on the subject of the admission of Natives into 
the higher grades of the public service tends in the direction of investing the 
people with authority in the management of their affairs; but we do not agree 
with this view. Public officers, however high, have to carry out the orders of 
Government, while the enactment of laws rests with the legislative power. 
Executive and legislative functions are entirely different. We therefore ho 

that our governors will deeply consider this question, and trust that they will 


find out some means of investing their subjects with legislative authority, as 
they are endeavouring to make them fit for high posts. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 29th August, in commenting upon the rules for the 
admission of Natives into the Covenanted Civil Service, 


Disapproves of the new observes that it is to be regretted that they are only 
rules for the admission of 


ey ermissive and not obligatory. It would have been 
oe i aw laa weg tter to have promised fewer appointments than 
those sanctioned by the rules, but then the nomination 
to a certain number of posts annually should have been insisted upon, and should 
not have been left to the discretion of the local Governments. Again, the 
method of making appointments is nota good one. If entrance into the 
Covenanted Civil Service had been granted by means of a competitive examina- 
tion, there would have been no cause for dissatisfaction. According to the 
present rules, those only who manage to ingratiate themselves into the favour of 
the local authorities are likely to be appointed. It will be necessary, therefore, 
for persons to set themselves to work in order to accomplish this object. 
They will have to abandon self-respect, and act in the belief as if the local 
Governors were so many demi-gods. Even afterthe making of the appoint- 
ment they will not be able to act independently, and will have to regulate their 
conduct according to the whims and fancies of their European superiors. Great 
officers like the Viceroy are well aware of the difference between freedom and 
restraint in the discharge of their public functions. It is therefore astonishing 
how His Excellency could have given his sanction to these rules. Under the 
British rule the happiness of the people depends in a great measure on the 
freedom with which local officers are allowed to express their real sentiments; 
but if this is denied, Government will never come to know the actual state of 
the masses. Again, the Natives who may be appointed under these rules will 
not have an easy life. They will bein dread of their European superiors, who 
will be constantly changing, and this fear is by no meansimaginary. If a Native 
who had served Government faithfully for forty years and had looked solely to its 
interests, is not safe from incurring the displeasure of the higher authorities: the 
case of a really independent Native officer under less favourable circumstances 
can be more easily imagined than described. Upon the whole these rules are 
not satisfactory. We do not approve of the power which Government has 
reserved to itself of dismissing this class of Civil Servants. Should His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy think fit to change these rules in accordance with the opin- 
ions which have been expréssed above, the natives of India will have good 
cause to remember his Indian administration with thankfulness and gratitude. 


The same, in an article on the armies of Native States, says that their 
Sei abolition has been again discussed in the London 
Rit 7 “ pene Times. It would seem as if our rulers were afraid of 
States. ee’ the enormous forces maintained by Native Princes, but 
those who know their actual condition must admit 

that five English regiments will suffice to defeat all of them. We are therefore 
unable to account why Government should be so anxious on this subject. If 
the stability of the British rule is likely to be endangered by the undisciplined 
hordes kept by Native Princes, it would seem that the superstructure of the | 
English ministration did not rest on a solid foundation. Itis true that the — 
ative. Princes are not benefited by the armies which they retain in their 
services, nor are they likely to be serviceable even to the British Government. 
They are also. useless for purposes of defence even against daring robbers. 
But they serve one useful purpose, They enable the Pri neces to keep their 


: 


. 
. 
- 
‘ 


8 
subjects in awe, and this is no slight advan 


tage. If the forces of Native Princes 
are done away with, they will not be respected within their territories. Besides, 
there will be no difficulty for them to maintain their present troops in some 


other way, and it therefore appears harsh to hurt their feelings unnecessarily by 
violating treaties. When the Native Princes come to know their real 


interests, they will of their own aceord reduce their We earnestly 


hope that our rulers will not move in this matter, but allow the question to remain 
in statu quo. 


The same alludes to the retirement from service of R4éo Bahddur Go 
Hari Deshmukh, and observes that it is to be regretted 
Makes remarks in con- that this has been brought about by the action of the 


nection with the retirement Bombay Government, particularly when it was the 
o, a Gopilrio R40 Bah4dur’s own wish to serve a few years longer. 


The Government of Bombay informed the Supreme 
Government that he did not satisfactorily discharge the duties of a Joint Tole, 
and that, therefore, he may be directed to apply for pension. Upon this the Réo 
Bahddur sent a protest to the Government of India, in which he rebutted the 
charge of incapacity brought against him; and in reply was informed that the 
Supreme Government declined to accede to the recommendation of the Bombay 
Government. When, therefore, he was after all desired to retire under the fifty- 


five years rule, it is not difficult to aay the reasons which led the local 
authorities to make their proposal. From this instance all Natives should learn 
‘alesson. However zealous one may be for the interests of Government and 
careful to please his European superiors, yet in the end such conduct will not 
rove of much avail. The Réo Bahddur always endeavoured to please his 
aropesn superiors, and with this object he went out of his way to do things 
which did not fall within the legitimate sphere of his duties. en he served 
in the Inim Commissioner’s Office, his whole energies were directed to the benefit 
of Government. With respect to the a of his successor, the Shiwdji 
na, ge a hope that the mistake which has been made in finding a successor 
to 
Munsif may not be determine upon. If, however, this comes to pass, every 
one will become convinced, the writer ironically observes, of the capacity of 
the Bombay Government to make good selections. In conclusion it is 
suggested that if any one from the Judicial service is to be selected, Mahddev 
Govind Rénade should be chosen, and among professional men there are man 


like Messrs. Mandalik and Ndén&abhdi Haridds who would fill the office wi 
credit, 


The Hitechchhu (46) of the 28th August, but received on the lst September 
states that about ten years a road was made from 


,_ Complains that ite. ~—_ Ahmedabad to Harsoi from the local funds, and two 
ren Fe farewell ‘L, ‘'nousand rupees have been F290 annually on its 


former station and Dholka Tepairs. Yet it is always full of dust in the summer, 
are in a bad condition. producing thereby inconvenience to carts and annoy- 

ance to passengers. The road from Ahmedabad to 
Dholka is in an equally bad condition. The writer requests the Engineering 
Department, which executes repairs to these roads, to enquire into the above 
allegations and to adopt the necessary measures if they are found true. It is 
stated that notices are seldom published inviting tenders for the supply of 
materials or labour required for the execution of local fund works. Such notices 
ought to be given in order that the works may be constructed cheaply. 


The same states that the Sub-Judge of Jambusar delivered a long judgment, 
the charges for copying which came to rupees fifty. 
Observes that the charges The appellant in that case begged the District Court 


for copying English judg- to excuse him from furnishing it with a copy owing 
ments many be reduced. to its heavy cost, and it was sllaced that the charges 


would be heavier if a special appeal was preferred, 
The Judge was kind enough to excuse. This case, however, shows that 
the scale of fees for copying English judgments is very. high. Already the 
parties have to bear the shes ribet of the court-fees and to incur ex] udinee 


lor getting judgments in English translated into the vernaculars. It is, there. 
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5 
fore, desirable that the for making copies of English judgments should 
be reduced to the scale laid down for anil tables ta the vernaculars ; and 
that the Judges themselves should furnish translations of their judgments to the 

ies. The Hitechchhu hopes that Government will consider this matter and 


do the needful. (The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (58) of the 27th August, but 
received on the 1st September, expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Gujardt Mitra (47) of the 31st August, in alluding to a statement which 
recently ys go: in the Indu Prakdsh (8) relating to 
Observes that there is no the army of the Gdikw4d, states, among other things 


fear from the Géikw4d's that the armies of Native Princes are undisciplined 
army ; but it may be as well 


ve _ and worthless. They are, however, loyal to the British 
ee ee he. Government as was sis in the last Afgan war, and 
sions. observes that the Gdikwdd’s army is also loyal. There 

is no fear from it, and it would look too bad to take 
it over at a time when the Prince is a minor and the administration is con- 
ducted under the supervision of the paramount power. However, if the 
British Government apprehends any danger from it, it may be as well 
abolished at once. 


The same says that this year the tax-payers have been assessed more 
. _ highly than in the year previous. This has been 
cena. geet a done without any good cause, since the increase in 
migra eagraand oe” © each instance has been fixed on arbitrary principles. 
This sort of guess work leads to appeals being made 
for over-assessment, and the tax-payers as well as the license-tax collectors are 
caused a great deal of trouble and annoyance. Under these circumstances 
the writer suggests that each tax-payer should be assessed at a fixed rate 
calculated on his average income for the last five or ten years as it may seem 
proper. In doing this the collectors will have to examine accounts once for all, 
and will be aval much labour afterwards. It is also desirable that dates 
should be fixed for the payment of the assessments. At present a great 
number of persons who go to pay the tax are detained for more than a day 
before the money is received and receipts passed. 


The same expresses complete approval of the recommendation alleged to 
have been made by the Traffic Manager of the B. B. 
Approves of the reduction and C. I. Railway for abolishing two ay eters 


of two Police Inspectors on . . , : 
the B. B. & C. L. Railway, of the railway police. -The entire police force, o 


and makes some suggestions Serves the Mitra, costs seventy-five thousand rupees ; 
on the subject. and these exorbitant charges can be safely reduced b 

| ten thousand rupees. The numerical strength of the 
force was settled at a time when numerous robberies happened on the line. 
Now-a-days these occurrences are less frequent, and hence there is no need . 
for keeping up the present establishment. In the place of one of the inspector- 
ships to be abolished, four chief constables may be appointed with more advan- 
tage, inasmuch as they would be more useful than one inspector in the 
detection of crime. The expenditure of the police force is charged to the 
account of the Traffic Department; and hence it is desirable that it should 
remain under the control of the Traffic Manager. Yet it not only works in- 
dependently of the Traffic Department, but often acts contrary to its orders. 


he consequence is that sometimes unforeseen obstacles arise in the proper 
working of that department. 


The Gujardt Mitra of the 31st August publishes a jud ent delivered 

: fe by the Assistant Sessions Judge of Ahmedabad in 

the Ahn etn’, authorities of the case of certain persons accused of stealing Rs. 885 

police to take : ° 

notice of the conduct of the ®t the Viramgdém station, and observes that the 

Policemen who got up false charges appear to have been falsely got up by the 

Fy nor in case Of police. .It 1s to be tted that the Assistant todas 

Vira happened at the did not express his willingness to give ission . to 
lramgam station. | ‘ ro Poem 

prosecute the policemen who thus tyrannised over the 

accused. It is strange that the police authorities do not appear to have pro- 

perly considered the grave charge brought by a European officer against the 
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age ona in question, since they are allowed to perform their duties as usual. 
. ere has neglect of duty somewhere, it behoves Government to inter- 
fere and make a severe example of the guilty policemen. (The Hitechchhu (46) 
of Ahmedabad of the 4th September expresses similar sentiments.) 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Broach, states that wolves 
have appeared at that station. They have made their 


a ay ee Pot ee 5 lair a the creek close to the landing-place on the 
roach river known by the name of HAjipitkarméni. It is 
pe on reschieRe A CR reported that they have killed some goats and three 


children in the surrounding villages. The police is 
uested to destroy these animals. (The Swadesh Mangal (67) of the 26th 
August, but received on the 1st September, prefers the same request.) 


The Jame Jamsed (49) of the 3rd Ree after alluding to the famine 
which prevailed in Kathidwdr for the last two years, 


Hopes that the Political and to the great distress suffered by its inhabitants, 


Agent of Ké&thidwar will 


induce the Chiefs of that 
Province to adopt measures 
for the relief of their re- 
' spective subjects. 


observes that it has more than once pointed out the 
desirability of the Political Agent exercising, if neces- 
sary, pressure over the Chiefs of that province, in | 
order that they may be compelled to take proper care 


of their famine-stricken subjects. Colonel Barton, 
however, has not as yet adopted this suggestion. It is said that distress is 
still rampant in Kathidwdr. Although the fall of rain has been timely and 
seasonable, yet it would be some months before distress disappears altogether. 
It is desirable, therefore, that adequate measures should be adopted for their 
relief by their respective Chiefs. Colonel Barton appears to be a staunch advo- 
cate of the non-interference policy. By following it he has, no doubt, placed 
the Chiefs under great obligations ; but to give advice or exercise pressure over 
them in a matter so important as the alleviation of human suffering and the 


reservation of human lives, does not seriously affect the good policy he pursues. 
t is hoped, therefore, that the Political Agent will induce the Chiefs to take 


due care of their respective subjects. 


The Jame Jamsed also states that great 


distress prevails in the Bhavnagar State, and that precautionary measures do 


who 


as made large gift 


not ‘peer to have been taken for affording relief. It is strange that the Chief 
s to the Réjkumér College and supplies funds for con- 


structing a bridge at Rajkot, should be so remiss in his duty towards his own 


subjects. 


"The same is glad that His Excellency the Viceroy has given his assent 


Hopes that the Secre 

of State would soon ioea the 
question of the valuation of 
the foreshore properties of 
meng the purchase of 
which has been authorized by 
the new Port Trust Act, 


Bomba 


to the new Port Trust Act. The question of the 
valuation of the private foreshore properties which 
the Bill authorizes to purchase, alone remains to be 
settled ; and it is hoped that the Secretary of State, who 
has reserved to himself the final decision in the matter, 
will decide it soon. It is expected that the Prince’s 
Dock will be ready for use within the next two months. 
Besides, there are great expectations that the trade of 


will revive next year, as the crops are very promising. It is highly 


desirable, therefore, that the question of the valuation should be soon set at 
rest, in order that the commerce of Bombay may derive assistance from the 
money which will be paid for the properties. 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 31st August observes that when some of the 


Observes that if the Native 

vilians are paid lower 
European Civilians, the im- 
portance of the former will 
not be diminished in the eyes 
of their countrymen. 


Their wants also are g 


Anglo-Indian writers were at a loss to bring objections 
t the rules recently published by Government for the 
admission of Natives into the Covenanted Civil Service, 
they said that the employment of Natives on reduced 
salaries will lower their importance in the eyes of 
their countrymen. This objection, however, is 
frivolous. Europeans are strangers in this country. 


reater than those of Natives, who can on the reduced 
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salary enjoy equal comfort and importance. Itis therefore quite proper, and 
in these days cf deficits partic , that Natives should be oa ed on lower 


emoluments than those assigned to Europeans. The salaries drawn by Euro 
officials are, however, exorbitant, and may be reduced by one-third, and the 
salaries of Native Civil Servants may also be proportionately reduced. It is to 
the advantage of the Natives themselves that they should accept places in the 
Civil Service on lower salaries, and prove their fitness for more extended 
employment in the service of their own country. 


The same states that the British Indian Association of Calcutta disapproves 
of the new rules passed by the Government of India 
Observes that the new forthe admission of Natives into the Covenanted Civil 
oer cg ag By -sinascen a Service, on the ground that they do not take notice 
Civil. Service ought to be Ff the right of Natives to enter the Civil Service by 
gratefully received. competitive examinations and to enjoy the privileges 
possessed by European Civilians. ‘The Association 
has therefore instructed its agent in England to continue his exertions for the 
removal of the difficulties which stand in the way of Natives enjoying that 
right. There is no doubt, observes the Rdst Goftdr, that the complaint made 
by the Association is just. It has been already shown that Government is very 
stingy in making concessions. Fifty years have elapsed since a solemn 
promise was made by Parliament, that Natives would be freely admitted into 
the Civil Service of their country. After such a long period, the concessions 
made by the new rules are utterly inadequate. In the first year of his admi- 
nistration Lord Lytton declared at the Convocation of the Calcutta University 
that he was engaged in preparing rules on the subject. They have not satis- 
fied any one. It, however, remains to be seen how far they will be acted 
upon. - It is by no means wrong to continue our exertions to get our rulers to 
fulfil their original promise. However, it is not right to express disapproval. 
By expressing satisfaction at what has been granted, the Natives will please the 
donors, who would be glad to make greater concessions hereafter. The 
Association has, therefore, made a mistake in expressing its dissatisfaction. 


The same observes that the public loudly calls for reduction in the exorbi- 


tant charges of thearmy, and yet England exhibits great 
_ Observes that a reduction ynwillingness to carry them out. This is indeed 
Mags expenditure of the strange, when the Department of Agriculture and 
AB es. aes loseraalale § has been abolished, the scheme for agricul- 
without reducing the armies Commerce has been abolished, the scheme for agricul 
of Native ‘States. tural education recently introduced into this Presi- 
dency stopped; when the Indian museum has been 
broken up and the public works’ expenditure has been reduced; and when 
orders have been issued to construct the Rajputana Railway on the narrow 
gauge. This unwillingness may be seen from the lame excuse brought forward 
by the London Times and taken up by several English writers, for keeping the 
Indian army untouched. That excuse is the old, often discussed, and almost 
threadbare question of the armies of Native Princes. The Times says that these 
armies are very large, and to keep them in awe and subjection the British 
Government must maintain a large army. Though the forces of the Native 
States are large, they are so wretched, ill-clad and ill-accoutred that no 
fear need be entertained of them. They do not deserve the name of an army, 
and are mere chaff before the valiant British troops. An idea of the wretched 
condition of the former can be formed from the fact that they cost about. three 
ts of rupees, while nearly half their number in the service of the British 
Government costs twenty krors. It would, therefore, not be right to maintain 
the present exorbitant expenditure on the army from an apprehension of danger 
Es bes troops of Native States. The most important fact remains to be told. 
and of great service to the British Government ; and the Viceroy, the Secretar 
of State, and Parliament, have expressed thanks to them for the same. (The 
Nydya Prakash (66) of the 1st September expresses some of the above senti- 
ments and others advanced by some of its Native contemporaries in support 


Of the desirability of reducing the army expenditure.) 
‘ Bo. 


e late Afgan war has proved that the armies of the Native Princes are loyal 
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The A’ rya Mitra (54) of the 31st A also pleads against the abolition of 

f. the office of the Pros cornice The arguments 

nests Government not brought forward are the same as those advanced by 

- day, sola ne several of its contemporaries and noticed more fully 
in previous summaries. The Mitra also prays Gov- 

ernment to supply the vernacular papers with copies of the weekly Mapacis on 


the Native Press. 


The Kdside' Mumbai (64) of the 1st September, in a paragraph headed 

“ Mismanagement in the office at Pdlanpur,” states 

Complains that a certain that persons are allowed to go to the office of the 
kind 0! ger anger Pie litical Superintendent at that station and to read 
see Dienrtctendenh at the office records and give any information which 
Pélanpur. és may be required to the opponents of petitioners. 
| Somebody brought this to the knowledge of the 
Superintendent in a written petition, but no enquiry was made. The men 
employed by the Radhanpur State are to be seen in this office performing the 
work described above, The Adside requests Government to take action in the 


matter, 


Munierpalities. 


A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (47) of the 3lst August writing 
from Broach states that Messrs. Greaves & Co. have 
Asks why no notice is fenced in a portion of the road going to Ali, and 
taken of the encroachment ¢onsequently the farmers suffer great inconvenience. 
made by Messrs. Greaves & Th ++ d ws ihe Murdetialite hie tal 
Co. on a public thorough- 6 writer wonders why the Municipality has taken 
fare. no notice of this encroachment. Is it because the 
encroachers are Europeans? Had they been Natives 


due notice would have been taken at once, 


The Swadesh Mangal, (67) of the 26th August, but received on the Ist 
September, complains that the two main roads as 


Peery Say a A ard well as. others in the interior of the town of Broach 
roads, saute are in a bad condition. There are cavities in them, 

and, besides, they are very muddy. The Corporation 
is requested to repair them at once. (The Broach Samdchér (68) of the 28th 


August, but received on the Ist September, makes similar observations.) 


The Broach Samdchér (68) of the 28th August, but received on the Ist 
September, stutes that a Ddérogha of the Municipality 
Py, ills Heagpare ~ of Surat is said to exercise great tyranny on the 
piece alg em salle people of that town by depriving them of their lands, 
celving bribes. P ; ht Be 
ty and, besides, receives bribes. He was censured for 
_ his bad conduct when Mr. Hope was president of the Municipality. The 
copetag?d and other Municipal authorities are requested to take due notice of 
is conduct, ) | 


Native States. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 31st August observes that for some time there 
‘ee | _ has been 4 searcity of public news from Baroda. 
ocala begs + sx ign The Mitra madegreat exertions to obtain a corre- 
lication to public coos” spondent in that city, but failed in the attempt. This 
| failure leads it to believe that great precautions are 

taken against the publication of news concerning that State. It has also heard 
that the Divd4n is unwilling that a newspaper should be published in the Baroda 
territory, and as a discouragement to newspaper printing, he has framed certain 
-Tules on the principle of the new Press Act, These were shewn to an applicant 
who asked permission to start a newspaper, and he has been asked to state his 
Willingness to submit to them. This report leads one to the inference that the 
Baroda authorities do’ not wish that the black side of their administration 
should come to light; and if this be actually the case, their conduct deserves 
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- eondemnation. In allu to the contradiction which appeared in the Times a 
- of India of the news published in the Indu Prakdsh, that arrangements were 4 
being made for making over the Gdikwdd’s army to the British Government, 
‘the Mitra observes that the general scarcity of news from that city gives rise to 4 
wild rumours like the above, which find easy credence. For this reason the : 

- contradiction cannot be accepted as representing. the real state of thin In q 
conclusion the Mitra hopes that the Boroda authorities will give free publication ; 
to news concerning their administration. . 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
| Reporter on the Native Press. 


ait, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 7 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, ) | | 
9th September 1879. 
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No. Memes of Newspaper. Place of publication. |. Edition. pe pens 
ENGLIs#. 
*1 | The Indian Spectator ..........c0css.++-| DOMDAY ...000...00 Weekly... 300 
*2 sg SMI COE dp vi icin 6 cx e0s da vb 0WAs 004k  cccccepsovevces!- LO. PS 300 
ANGLO-MARA'THI. 
3 | The Indu Prakfsh .........ssesseseee+++--, Bombay ............, Weekly  ...| 1,200 
A » Native Opinion ..........ceccessssevese TS cooctescctil ak aod 400 
5 | ,, Dnyn Prakésh .........ssceeeee+-] POOMM............6.| Bi-weekly ...] 700 
»y  SuryOdaya .....cececcccecerseeeeereseeee| LDAMA...+s++eeee0004| Weekly ©... 375 
*7 » Mahd&rashtra Mitra .........cccscscce| SAbATRsccccceceseeees| DO, e 250 
8 1 GNM EAUMREII °'550s0sbicconectovescol:, LOONX. inendpdenaeasl | AIO wh 275 
9 sg. PREM CRNORMOG 50 oveconcasesupecceccss] RUC coskced0biitss| AMM ---| 1,000 
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11 £9: MLM MEMIMINGE <2) 5; i Lidaxah cncedaca «ick MOONE: v0 os 0diensect EA oo} 1,390 
12 » Subodha Patriké ................0.+e.| Bombay ............! Do. | 1,600 
| Mara’THI, 
13. | The Arunodayas.......sssssuse sosseeesesee] TROD. sesseeeeee| Weekly ..., 410 
14 sp AMINE MAREE osccccusncoticsgceescocccs] SPAMMMMIER: cccctens! | DO ee 175 
165 » Belgaum Samfchér ..................| Belgaum............|_ Do. ide 300 
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18 m ee ee Shol4pur .........| Do. ads 130 
19 » Khaéndesh Waibhaw ...............)| Dhulia ............, Do. ‘ly 125 
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*21 sg MMII, WEEAGED cc ccccnccscscrncsccccccecs| SUMMER ccescceee cosse] DOs as 100 4 
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28. | ,, Satya Shodhak ... ......ss0e--| Ratndgiri .......| Do. «| 150 : 
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25 5» Dh&rw&r Writta ........ceccressevese| DRAPWEP,.....000000/ Do. io 350 
26 | ,, Nagar Samfchér ...................-| Ahmednagar ......| Do. ~~ 200 
Me INE: cn cccaccctsacsaceapatueseccck sual MUMEMMDInetiqsscldenel | a »-| 200 
28 | ., Swadesh Mitra .............ssse000+-| Bombay ......00+-| Tri-weekly...| 600 
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n GusaRa’TI. | 
47 | The Gujarat Mitra .............5.....+....| Surat Gaia Weekly... 400 
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| s Broach Wartam&n .......:..........., Broach ............| Do. 50 

61 mi ee ee Kaira ... . aa 

62 », Satya Mitra ............csccroesssecces Bombay ...:........ Do. ve 4.00 

et eee nT he. ” Do. 1,000 
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Be. | ot ee Nyfiyn Prakash. seescscrrescccoee] NR ERE: BF a. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 1st September, in commenting upon the 
Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill, says that no valid grounds 
—, omy net . Bill the have been assigned for confining the operation of this 
Sa tcp iT ne a Bill to the Collectorates of Poona, Sholépur, Sdtéra 
and Ahmednagar, since the condition of the agricultural population in the rest 
of the Presidency is not substantially different. Perhaps it may be that the 
Legislature wishes in the first place to ascertain the working of this Bill before 
muking it generally applicable. If this be so, then a clause should be introduced 
empowering the Local Government to extend its operation to other districts, if 
found desirable. The definition ofthe word Agriculturist is not clear. Well-to- 
do persons might come under it, and much of the time of the Sub-Judges would 
be wasted in Tebocininling in each case whether the defendants came under 
that denomination. It would be well to alter the definition as well as add a few 
illustrations, in order to make the meaning of the word as clear as possible. 
We do not approve of Sub-Judges being invested with the powers of a Small 
Cause Court in suits relating to immoveable property, since questions of a very 
difficult character arise where immoveable property is in dispute, and in such 
cases much injustice is likely to result from the finality of the decisions. Besides, 
the Special Judge will hardly be able to rectify errors since the work of 
supervising thirty-six Courts will be quite enough to occupy his whole time. 
If the system of administering justice which obtains in our Small Cause Courts 
is thoroughly examined, it will be found that cases are decided off-hand, and 
without sufficient consideration. In suits where an appeal lies to a higher 
tribunal, the Judges of the lower courts are careful in giving their decisions as 
well as assigning reasons for them. The Honourable Mr. Stokes observed that 
since the records of the Sub-Judge’s Court were kept in the vernacular, the work 
of supervising them would devolve on the Special Judge’s Shirastedér, who might 
be under the influence of Sowkars, and hence much harm might result. We do 
not in the least acknowledge the justice of this observation. Although the 
Shirastedars of District Judges are always natives, we have never come 
across an instance where they have taken advantage of their position, and 
succumbed to corrupt influences. Besides, it must be noted that there is no 
provision in the Bill for giving ministerial assistance to the Special Judge. 
Upon the whole it appears to be a questionable policy to invest Sub-Judges 
with Small Cause Court powers in suits relating to immoveable property. 
Sections 7 and 8 are an immense improvement on the corresponding provisions 
in the Civil Procedure Code. Much rascality is at present practised b 
bailiffs in serving summons. It will cease under this Bill. It would be 
well if the serving of summons on defendants through the village Patel is made 
compulsory. ‘The remarks of the Honourable Syed Ahmed on section 9 
are well worth considering. It seems rather harsh to compel the attendance of 
- adefendant if he admits the claim, particularly when he might be called upon 
to attend at a time when his presence.is urgently required in his fields. Our 
Councillors are so tender towards agriculturists that they are ready to abolish 
even imprisonment for debt. If this be so, it would seem undesirable to invest 
Sub-Judges with such enormous powers which are likely to lead to oppression. 
In section 11 it is stated that where the subject matter of any suit does not 
exceed ten rupees, the substance of the evidence shall be stated in the 
judgment, but this can only happen if the judgment is written on the day on 
which the evidence.is heard. If for any cause the hearing is adjourned for a 
few days, it will be necessary to record the evidence so far as it has been 
heard. Besides, the Special Judge will have to content himself with the precis of 
the deciding Judge, and this will not enable him to go into the matter 
satisfactorily. For these reasons, the Sub-Judges should be desired to take down 
the evidence in extensv, as is required in the Civil Procedure Code. | 


The same of the 4th September, in an article on the Deccan Ryots’ Relief 
Mako. se Fo Bill, says that section twelve is admirably conceived. 
in bl teas oe There are many Sowkars who take advantage of the 
pare Rakes Hi ignorance of ryots, but the necessity which this section 
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imposes on the Court to go into the merits of each case will prevent them from 
being ruined. The suggestions of Mr. Chintaman Sakharam Chitnis on the 
- subject of certain kinds of mortgage bonds need not be adopted, since a careful 
consideration of this section will show that they are practically included in it. 
Section 13 is extremely good as it stands, and does not require alterations. 
Under section 14 in cases where the parties have agreed that the profits of 
mortgage property shall be taken by the mortgagee in lieu of interest, and such 
ment has been set aside, the interest to be allowed is fixed at nine per 
cent. This rateis too low. In populous towns and cities, it is very difficult to 
borrow money at this rate even by pledging gold ornaments, and the difficulty 
will be much oe in villages. It would be better to leave to the Court to 
fix the rate of interest at its discretion. Under section 15, the Court is 
empowered to refer to arbitration cases in which questions of accounts are 
involved; but this is not right. In order to relieve themselves of work and 
avoid the settlement of intricate claims, the Sub-Judges will be always inclined 
to take advantage of this provision, and will purposely refer cases to arbitration. 
Besides, it is not proper to have recourse to arbitration where the parties 
themselves are unwilling, and sometimes cases of collusion are likely to arise. 
The provisions of section 16 relating to cases of ancestral debts are opposed to 
Hindu law, and are moreover inequitable. They ought all to be expunged. 
Sections 17 and 18, under which agriculturist debtors may sue for accounts are 
unnecessary, since in Chapter IX. it is rendered obligatory on Sowkérs to give 
receipts and statements of accounts. By giving power to bring suits of this 
kind, agriculturists are likely to be losers by having to pay for stamps. Various 
expedients have been proposed for the protection of the agriculturists, but 
we do not anywhere meet with provisions calculated to reduce the heav 
burden of stamp duty which at present falls on them. The Honourable 
Mr. Hope declared that the Governor General in Council possesses ample 
authority to lessen the incidence of the stamp duty, and we shall be glad 
if this is done at once. The remaining four sections are very favorable to 
defendants, and by section 22, arrest and imprisonment for debt is abolished. 
We do not approve of them as they are likely to lead to the perpetration of 
frauds. Besides, there is no reason why they should not be made applicable to 
the rest of the Presidency. People will begin to doubt the impartiality of 
Government, when it is known that the operation of these sections is to be 
confined to certain restricted parts. According to section 22, lands of agricul- 
turists are exempted from attachment and sale, unless specifically pledged. 
There is no necessity for making these hard conditions, since by the amended 
Civil Procedure Code decrees relating to land are sent to the Collector for 
execution, and various strict rules have been already passed on this subject. 
When money-lenders once come to know that land cannot be attached in execu- 
tion of a money decree, they will refuse to lend money unless their clients 
agreed to mortgage their lands. If this happens, the above provision will be 
rendered migatory. For these reasons the sections of the Civil Procedure Code 
on this subject are sufficient. If it be the intention of Government that the 
lands of ryots should not be sold in the execution of decrees, it should, before 
passing this Bill, remove the sections from 154 to 158 in the new Revenue Code 


Government. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 8th September alludes to the poverty of the 
natives of India, and remarks that their condition has 
._ntvocates the introduction been very wretched of late. A terrible famine has 
fw — beg 10 Sn yaesoathon been raging in the Deccan for the last three years, 
in Eng os, £3 and the people have been reduced to the utmost 
ee verge of destitution. The calamity is so great that 
i618 beyond the capacity of man to meet it, nor can the Government he 
deserving of much blame in the matter. Our rulers are, however, wise and 
ee and it is not altogether beyond their power to initiate measures to 
ward off the consequences of famines. There can be nothing beyond the control 
of a people like the English who have.advanced from a barbarous state to the 
highest itch of civilization, and who have made their country the wealthiest in 
the world. They can easily improve the condition of the natives of India, if 
2NP18—9 [con 387] | | 
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to establish separate schools 
for the education of European 


‘euey of the police in Sholapur. 


5 


they are really inclined to do so. For the accomplishment of this object, the 


writer suggests that the system of Government which obtains in England should 
be introduced here. | 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 7th September alludes to the retirement from 
service of Réo Bahddur Gopalrao Hari Deshmukh, 
Makes remarks in connec- and observes among other things that he was a good 
tion with the retirement of (Criminal Judge, but that in Civil business he did not 
Réo Bahédur Gopalrao Hari d 1] i] hae Yon dae 
Deshmukh. o equally well, or rather he did not come up to the 
requirements of the times. Although the system of 
administering justice which obtains in India is admirably conceived, yet 
unfortunately some of our Judges devote their attention more to the preparation 
of elaborate decisions rather than to the investigation of the facts of the 
case, or to the dispensation of real justice. The judgments of R4éo Bahddur 
Gopalrao were badly worked out and ill-expressed. He never quoted maxims 
or precedents, and hence his decisions did not meet with the approval of 
the Judges of the High Court. It was his inability to satisfy his superiors 
in this respect which led to his compulsory resignation, and, therefore, all natives 


who may be hereafter promoted.to Civil Service appointments should bear this 
in mind, and shape their course accordingly. 


The same says that the use of adhesive stamps has been productive of 
i a a much mischief, and has caused immense losses, both to 
tion of the use of stamp paper. GOVernment and its subjects. Many cases of frauds 
in using them have been discovered in the Collector- 

ates of Poona, Thana and Nasik, and similar instances have occurred in other 
arts of India. It is reported that in the frauds which were discovered in 
pirtoty the loss to Government amounted to Rs. 80,000. Although the above 
statement may be exaggerated, yet there can be no doubt that the loss must 
have been considerable, and that all over India the stamp revenue must have 
suffered to a large extent. The financial position of India is at present so bad 
that Government has had to levy new taxation under which the people are 
groaning. At such a crisis every effort should be made to avoid losses. It is 
all very well to punish the perpetrators of frauds, but it is better to adopt 
measures to prevent their occurrence altogether. ‘Two kinds of frauds occur in 
the use of adhesive stamps. Sometimes counterfeit stamps are used, and those 
which have been used once are used on a second occasion. Fradulent cases 
of the first kind are very rare, but of the second many instances can be found. 
The introduction of the use of stamp paper will put an end to both these kinds 


3 nai and the writer trusts that this suggestion will be adopted without 
elay. 


The same says that a cry has been recently raised that Government should 
pay increased attention to the education of European 
Says that there is mo need and Eurasian children. We are unable to understand 
why so much = eee a about ™ educa- 
and Warsien chilicen. tion of these classes. Our rulers have wisely esta- 
y | blished educational institutions which are sd flou- 
rishing condition, and we are not aware of any resolution of Government which 
prevents any particular section or sections of the community from taking 
advantage of them. This being so, it behoves both Europeans and Eurasians to 
take advantage of the existing schools, instead of begging Government to found 
new ones. solely for their own special benefit. Important consequences will 
result if this advice is followed, At present the Europeans form a separate 
class, and the Eurasians also stand by themselves, and have at present nothing 
iN common with natives. If they attend schools to which natives resort, a 
feeling of fellowship will spring up between the different races, and this will prove 
ultimately beneficial to the country. The writer, therefore, hopes that Govern- 
ment will not yield to the desire which the European and Eurasian communities 
have evinced for having separate schools for themselves. | 


The Kalpatarw (18) of the 31st August reports that thieves are rampant 


. _ in Shol4pur and in the neighbourhood, and that the 
Complains of the ineffici- carry ae their nefarious trade both during day ied 


night. In the new Peit where two constables: reside 
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: and where there is a police station, various instances of thefts have occurred, 


and cases have been known where coats and belts of policemen have been 
taken away. It is obra that no preventive measures are adopted. A few 
days ago when the Mamlatdér of Shol4pur was at Mangli, his residence was 
attacked by thieves at night, and cash to the extent of Rs. 300 was carried 
away, 2 portion of which belonged to Government. The people are blaming 
and accusing the police for the existence of this unfortunate state of things. 


The same of the 7th September in its local news states that a correspondent 


| Caidiehits it? tas’ oehdinan writing from Inddpur reports that one Jdéwadekar 


: inflicted a wound on the head of a man named 
oh 5h mecnd aa co Karane Mali with an axe, but unfortunately the 
injured man failed to obtain redress. Again, a certain Baburdéw Jawadeker was 
appointed to collect the Municipal dues, but he made away with all the proceeds. 


Subsequently another man was employed, but he has been removed and 
. Jéwadekar has been re-instated on the recommendation of the Chief Constable. 


Is not this a strange proceeding? It would seem as if the M4mlatdér and the 
Chairman of the Municipal Committee did not much care what happened within 
their jurisdiction. 
The Shiwdji (27) of the 5th September alludes to the disagreements which 
_ have arisen among the authorities of the Deccan 
Makes remarks in connec- (College, and says that owing to the inability of Mr. 
tion with the disagreements Forrest to solve the simplest difficulties of his pupils 
which have arisen among the . : % 
Professors of . the Deccan 12 mathematics, Mr. Selby had no other recourse but 
College. to take the action which he did. Mr. Chatfield also 
did his duty manfully in this matter, and does not 
deserve the censure which has been passed on him by English journals. It is 
true that he was altogether opposed to Mr. Forrest's appointment as Professor 
of Mathematics, but there is no ground whatever for saying that in supporting 
Mr. Selby, he has acted from any other but the best motives. Only a short 
time ago, when Mr. Forrest was Acting Professor of English Literature, it was 
found that he was not competent to teach difficult English authors, and Dr. 
Keilhorn had, therefore, to entrust a portion of his work to Mr. Selby. This 
occurrence is well known, and hence it is not surprising that Mr. Chatfield should 
have objected to imperil the mathematical teaching in the Deccan College by 
the nomination of a man with such antecedents. Some English newspapers 
state that Mr. Forrest would not have been appointed, if the Director of Public 
Instruction had not opposed Mr. Kurkaray’s appointment, but as far as our informa- 
tion extends, we believe that Mr. Chatfield in the first instance requested Govern- 
ment to send for a man from England, or if that was not agreeable, then to appoint 
Mr. Kurkaray. We cannot say that Mr. Chatfield deserves any blame for 
making this recommendation. The only natives competent to fill the post are 
Messrs. Dalwi and Sdne, and the selection of one of them would have been 
extremely appropriate. Mr. Chatfield’s desire to fill the Arts Colleges with 


learned teachers is very peamorrer thy. Here the writer enters into a long 


argument in which he proves that students at Colleges are perfectly competent 
to judge of the qualifications of their tutors, and that, therefore, the students in 
the Deccan College were justified in bringing Mr. Forrest’s incapacity to teach 
mathematics to the notice of the Principal. The respect and attachment which 
the students of the Deccan College felt and still feel for Messrs. Wordsworth, 
Shute, Oxenham, Chhatre and others, was solely on account of their learning, and 
if Mr. Forrest had really been a capable man, Bs would have yielded the same 
— to him. Mr. Forrest, the Shirvdjt believes, has been a frequent contributor 
to English newspapers, and it is extremely probable thatthearticles which recently 
appeared in the Times of India and the Bombay Gazette have been either 

ritten or prompted by him. With reference to his qualifications to fill the 
Chair of Mathematics, it is urged that Mr. Forrest holds aplen did testimonials 
from distinguished Cambridge Mathematicians, and that, therefore, it is absurd 
to entertain any doubt about his ability to teach mathematics. To this we reply 
that Mr. Forrest has in the clearest and most unmistakable manner demonstrated 


ae pupils his utter ignorance of that subject; and that men like Messrs. 


Wordsworth, Shute, Selby and others did not rest their —s for learning 
on testimonials, but pit 


ed admiration by their great ability. In conclusion, 
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the Shiwdji earnestly recommends Sir Richard Temple to revoke this appoint- 
ment. Such a step will, no doubt, be disrespectful to Mr. Forrest, but then he 


will be well punished, as he richly deserves, for poles persuaded His 


Excellency to nominate him to a post for which he po no qualification 


The Gwardt Mitra (47) of the 7th September states that under the new 

licenses, the contractors of country liquor in British 

States that the sellers of territory will not be able to sell it at less than three 

rg pox tbaccccal PY the «unas per sher; while those in the neighbouring 

prt lor "of anor in the Odikwdd’s territory will be able to sell it at one anna 

neighbouring G4ikwédi terri- per sher, as they get both the liquor contracts and the 
tory. ahud&é flowers, from which it is manufactured ve 


cheap. It is, therefore, very likely that the people in 


- British territory will gointo the adjoining territory of the Gd4ikwAd to drink liquor, 


and, hence the contractors in British territory are likely to suffer heavily. It 
is stated that on account of the contiguity of Balsdr to the Gdikwéd’s territory, 
the liquor sellers in that taluka are unable to effect any sales. If this report 
be true, it behoves Government either to lessen the price of liquor in its own 
territory, or to induce the Gdéikwdd to take such steps as would increase the 
price of that commodity in his own ; or to pass a law declaring that it is a crime 
for a British subject to go and drink liquor in foreign territory. One of these 
things must be ae to protect the contractors from suffering pecuniary losses. 


The same observes that people in the Mofussil believe that the frequent 
tours which the Governor makes in the districts leave 


Requests His Excellency the him little time for administrative work, and hence it 
Sere qecided by > oh Par = is usually conducted by the Members of Council. 


a Some persons think that His Excellency visits the 

different parts of the Presidency in order to collect 
information for a historical work which he has in contemplation. Whatever 
may be the fact, there can be no doubt that he ought to pay increased 
attention to the administration of the country, and the Mitra is glad that His 
Excellency has now begun todoso. He has called upon the High Court to 
supply him with a list of decided cases, showing on what dates they came on 
for hearing, and when decisions were passed. It is reported that delays 
occur in dispensing justice in the Mofussil. It would be well, therefore, were 
His Excellency to call for a similar return from the district courts. 


The same says that whenever Government issues orders for making 
retrenchments, its officers usually make savings in 
Praises Sir Michael petty items. This time Sir Michael Westropp has, 
Westropp for suggesting the , ; 
reduction of his own salary. 0wever, set a most praiseworthy example. On 
ar receiving an order for reductions in the High Court, 
His Lordship has suggested that the salary of the Chief Justice should be reduced 


from five to four thousand rupees per month; that the salary of the Puisne 


Judges should be reduced by two hundred and fifty a each ; that three Judges 
only should be retained on the Appellate Side of the court, and that the post 
of the Deputy Registrar should be abolished. These suggestions have the 
rare merit of not aly effecting a substantial saving, but of making a self sacrifice, 
for which Sir Michael deserves the highest praise. This good example should 
be followed by every other officer. When officials propose reductions which do 
not affect their own interests, they are condemned by the public as selfish. 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 11th September once more admits that 


the institution of the office of the Press Commissioner: 
Requests the Press Com- has conferred upon the press the great benefit, that 


missioner to supply without : 
delay information abont the the news from Government which was formerly 


events Afchan;. accessible to one or two papers, is now supplied to 
tn all, without distinction, but observes that it is to 
be regretted that many items of news which ought to 


y of information enene the recent disturbances in Cabul is a 


marked instance of this complaint. The sad news of the slaughter of the 
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8 
Embassy at Cabul was received from him the same day on which the telegram 


- from os ea was received that Her Imperial Majesty had addressed a message 


of condolence to Lady Cavagnari. This shows that the Indian authorities, 
without due cause, withheld the sad news from the Indian public, which was 
so anxious to have the official version. The Samdchdy hopes that the Commis- 
sioner will not henceforth make any unnecessary delay in publishing news 
of events which may be happening in Afghanistan. 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 7th September, in alluding to the news that 
the English Envoy at the Court of Burma, having 
Hopes that no weight will received some offence, has taken down the flag from 
be given to the cry to declare the Residency and is awaiting orders to leave the 
war with Burma, except ‘ 
ander certain circumstances, COuntry, observes that some Anglo-Indian writers 
have begun to urge Government to declare war with 
the Burmese King. If Theebaw has given offence to the Indian Government 
or done injury to the Indian Empire, it would be quite proper to treat him as an 
enemy, and act accordingly. But if he has done nothing of the kind, it would 
not be justifiable to commence hostilities because he is a barbarian and a cruel 
rant. Again, impoverished India, which could not well bear the burden of 
the Afghan war and had to beg England to lend her pecuniary help, will not be 
able to pay the cost of the probable Burmese war. ‘There is, moreover, no 
danger to the Empire from the Burmese side. It is, therefore, hoped that 


Government will give no weight to the cry raised for declaring war with King 
Theebaw. : 


The same observes that the report of the Select Committee appointed to 
enquire into the overgrown age ae of the Public 
Remarks that the labours of Works Department has sorely disappointed the public, 


the Select Committee of the . . ; 
House of Odsamons appointed which had formed high expectations about the result 


to enquire into the Public Of its labors. After quoting figures from the report, 
Works expenditure have showing that one hundred thousand million rupees 
proved unsatisfactory. more than the amount laid out on irrigational works 

have been spent upon railways, and that within twenty 
years more than twenty-four krores of rupees have been paid vi Govern- 
ment to make up the interest on the capital of the guaranteed railways, 
the Rast Goftdr observes that the Select Committee was appointed to suggest 
means for avoiding the occurrences which happened during the late famine in 
Madras. On that calamitous occasion, though Government spent a great deal 
of money, there were numerous deaths from starvation, and it was expected that 
the Committee would suggest*some effectual means for preventing similar 
results in future. But it has simply run down Sir Arthur Cotton’s projects on 
canal irrigation ; has expressed its disapproval of the several measures suggested 
by Government about public works; has recommended that the people should be 
encouraged to sink wells and construct tanks; and has declared that the 


_ Secretary of State has properly fixed the limit of the annual loan to be raised 


for the execution of public works to two and a half krores of rupees. It is 
absolutely necessary that some revision should be made in the expenses of the 


~ Public Works Department, but the Committee has done nothing of the kind, 


and has disappointed the public. 


The same also disapproves of the determination of Government to sell 
by public auction liquor licenses in Bombay. The 
sho 


gd of the spec p-keepers requested Government either to keep up 
overnmen se ’ . : : B 
by public anction the licenses the present system of issuing licenses, or to appoint 


issued to liquor shop-keepers ® Committee to discover some other unobjectionable 
in the City of Bombay. system, but not to sell the licenses by public auction. 

Both these suggestions have been negatived. No 
reasonable person will deny that intoxicating drinks should be highly taxed; 


but it cannot be allowed that the tax should be so high as to deter altogether - 
a 


trade in those articles. The liquor-shops already pay high fees. If it be 
thought that the liquor-sellers can bear more burden, there are means of doing 
80, and the committee prayed for by them may have found them out. But 
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Government has thought it right to sell the licenses by public auction. The 
result of this step will be that the entire liquor trade will pass into the hands 
of a few rich persons, who will try to make as much profit as possible. They 
would in turn sell each license for the highest price, and the purchasers would 
not only increase the price of the liquor, but woald be under the temptation of 
selling adulterated drinks. Thus, the consumers will be the sufferers in the end. 
In 1867 Government proposed to sell these licenses by auction, and a draft Act 
was prepared with that object. But the Select Committee under the presidency 
of Mr. Justice Bayley strongly objected to the proposal, which Government 
ultimately gave up. The objections then brought forward rested on the rights 
of the licensees, and the ruin in which they would be involved by the adoption 
of the proposal. The objections advanced by the Rdst Goftdr rest on better 
grounds. The liquor trade requires to be kept within certain limits, but.it does 
not deserve complete annihilation. The proposal of Government would, if 
adopted, annihilate it, and would lead to an increased consumption of 


poisonous drinks. For these reasons the Rast Goftdér hopes that Government 
will re-consider this subject. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 7th September also objects to the imposition 
eidsils -Coveseiaas 0 of a tax * ten annas * small a“ — - a 
rupee and nine annas on big ones in the Surat Collec- 
Soe toate. This tax is said to have compelled several 
owners to destroy their property. If this has actually happened, it behoves 
Government to take proper measures in its own interests. Owing to the 
enhancement of the tax, the price of toddy has increased, and the poor consumers 
of that part of the country cannot afford to buy it. This has lessened the 
consumption of this wholesome drink. Ifthe tax is not reduced, the various 
undesirable results described in these columns about five months ago are sure 
to follow. 


The Samsher Bahddur (57) of the 3rd September, but received on the 8th, 
after highly eulogizing the British Indian administra- 
Requests the Supreme tion, observes that the happiness and prosperity of a 


Government to appoint a nation depend in a great measure on the nature of its 
larger number of natives in 


4 gs , laws. If this view be correct, it is desirable that the 

this po. gh gua Legislative Councils, in which Government has been 

so very kind to admit natives, should contain such 

native members as are really able to give sound advice to their European 

compeers. It is often found that measures advocated by native members are 

not adopted, for the simple reason that they are ina minority. This defect 

ought to be remedied. It is to be hoped that Lord Lytton, who takes great 

interest in the advancement of natives, will appoint them in large numbers in 

the Viceregal Legislative Council, and will order the subordinate Govern- 
ments to do the same in their respective legislatures. 


The Nydya Prakash (66) of the 8th September states that Mr. Larken says 

: in his judgment in the case of theft at the Viramgdam 

win eae ore station, that the police concocted this charge against 

hid gk Gp autain come. the accused. Dr. Frazer, the Railway Magistrate of 

Poona, has also recorded in a case of dacoity that 

there was no evidence against the accused, and the police did wrong in charging 

them with the crime, and not giving them an opportunity to be liberated on 

bail. In such cases as the above, observes the Nydya Prakdsh, it behoves 
Government to punish the guilty policemen, | 


The same observes that Judges often strike off cases from the files of the | 


court, when the Pleaders engaged in it do not appear 
amen Government to at the appointed time. This practice inflicts injury 
if they nn aBes to fine Vakils on the parties to the cause, while the real offenders 


their cases are called up. escape punishment. It behoves Government, there- 


fore, to instruct Judges to fine Pleaders in case they — 


are not present when their cases are called up. — 
Fes, 
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Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Sudarshan (37) of the 30th August, but received 

: on the 7th September, complains that the officers of 

age or gg the Municipality of Sholdpur are negligent in the 

Sholépur. wn “ discharge of their duties. During the last week 

the fall of rain in this town was rather heavy, and 

owing to the unevenness of the roads and the want of repairs to them, water 

accumulated in pools in various places. Besides, the gutters are full of filth and 

nothing is done to clean them. ‘The writer requests the Managing Committee 

to take immediate measures to remedy this unfortunate state of things, and to 
repair the streets without delay. 


Another correspondent of the same of the 6th September, but received on 


the 10th, says that paupers have increased of late in 


ins t¢ 
Boon org Ponagh a. aru a the town of Sholdpur, and that they annoy the 


Sunk Ae Midian residents by begging hard for food. Relief-houses 
Ete, a have been established to afford relief to these people, 
but owing to the negligence of the authorities ot are allowed to roam about 


in the city. The writer hopes that steps will be taken to remedy the evil 
complained of. 


The Yajdan Parast (53) of the 7th September requests to be informed as 

to who deserves blame for the result of the action for 

Makes remarks in connec. @Jection brought in the Small Cause Court by the 

tion with the action forejec- Municipality of Bombay against the Fakir in the 

tion brought by the Bombay Victoria Gardens? The Corporation could not have 

ramp aged against =the omitted to take the opinion of Counsel as to the 
in charge of the Masjid . 3. . : ae tae 

A ike Wikio Gakdens: validity of its claim; and yet it is strange that the 

court in which the suit was filed decided that it had 

no jurisdiction to entertain it! This result is certainly not creditable to the 


37 Saas which is requested to be more careful in prosecuting. similar 
claims. 


The Broach Samdachdr (68) of the 4th September, but received on the 8th, 

| has heard that the ground below the tower of Bhida- 

Dimepote ot the one, bhanjan, in the town of Broach, which is being cleared 

a tee tte tower by order of Mr. Lely, is to be used for laying out a 

in the town of Broach. garden. But it is not a desirable locality. The open 

round near the police lines in the neighbourhood of 

Suneri Mehel is better, aia if asmall market is built there, and a portion turned 

into a garden, the same would bring in a small annual income to the 
Corporation, and afford pleasure to the townspeople. 


Native States. 


The Gujardét Mitra (47) of the 7th September publishes eopies of two 

notices issued by the Vahivatddr of the Gandevi 

of thmnes the Vahivatdér T4luka of the Navséri Mahdl of the Géikwéd’s terri- 

trying to Sait eee, oo tory, and observes that they show how partial and 

Private parties, _ indiscreet. this official is. The first notice contains an 
; order on a certain Mdrwari to pay the usual assessment. 

to the Desdi of Gandevi, and in case of default he is threatened with the sale 

of his moveable pro rty for liquidating the claim. The other notice is to the 

a effect, and is directed to a fisherman for the payment of the poll-tax due 

a said Deséi. If private individuals are allowed to recover their own). 
. | ebts in this manner, there is no use in maintaining civil courts. If such 
‘a ow: as the above occur under the present administration, would it be Pere 
' Mitra. the former Gdikwdds for their arbitrary government? usks the 
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The Kdside Mumbai MN of the 10th September states that in 1878 one 
age 2 ae Begam, a omg of H ses = the 

Mentions a report - Deccan, accompanied er two ters and b 
Bandin has detained ‘wo her second husband, left that Pog and went a 
ccildind, eajatnt tho, will of vJundgad in search of employment. After trying in 
their mother. vain for some time, they ultimately set up a shop for 
selling sweetmeat. The two daughters are aged 8 
and 6 years respectively, and are said to be very beautiful. Mr. Béudin having 
heard of their great beauty, had them brought by a stratagem to his own house, 
where they are confined against the will of their mother. He is also annoyi 
their nts in a variety of ways. The Political Agent has not done anything 
to r the grievances of the mother. If this report be true, it behoves 
the Bombay Government to take action in the matter, and if it is proved that 
Mr. 9 has acted as stated above, he should be banished from the Jundgad 

Darbar. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Natiwe Press, 
16th September 1879. 


BOMBAY ; PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS. 
— 
: 


edd nt hedo 
yd Boe esets'ns 


~~ 


3 ‘anew berry. % 
fil cee og ext 


wv) sy 3 
+33 
Cc 


=O Ge fe p 


nay 


4 
. 


NAT LV-E 


or the Week e 


PERS 
September 1879, 


—_ 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


33 


29 
39 
33 
33 


33 


2 
29 
3 
9? 
39 
3 
? 


»? 


Ph 


Enouisa. 


The Indian Spectator é.........0.0c00000- 


ANGLO-MARA’THI, 


The Indu Prak&sh .........cecscscssessees 


Native Opinion ..........sscccesceesees 
Dnyén Prakash 
SULYOGAYA 5... scccssscccsceseccescscene 
Mahérashtra Mitra ............ss000 
Bodha Sudhakar ............0..+++rs 
Dnyn Chakshu..........ss.sseceeeee 
Dnyanodaya ......cccseccssescesseevees 
POGRM FGPBIG. «0.05 0ccsecccccccvetcsess. 
Subodha Patrik& ......ccccecccccceves 
Marka THI. 


TNO AFUMOGRIE.. cise ccrseccece sovrneedenee 


Belgaum Sam&char ..........see+eee 
Nyfya Simdht  ......0.c.scecsenseeoses 
Shubha Suchak.............sssseseeees 
Khéndesh Weibhew sah qivcbaanisss 
Satya Sadan TBEAL eli ves cceibete ei 
Hitechchhu 
Satya Shodhak .........sseesesesesees 
Hii e PURGE... .0scccccsccescasssvees 


eee Weeeeeeeseeeseeseeee eee se 


Dhérwér Writta .........seesessesees| DDOPWAP,..,..c0ee00 


Nagar Samfch&r  ........sosessseeres 
SDIWAjL .....sseseeeseenecseneereeceneees 
SanmArg Darshak .........000..00ce00 
Dnydn SAgar .....,ccccscccsesccesecees 
Pandhari Writta _ 
Vengurla Witte ...c.ssessrrrereeere 


ee 
Din Bandhu eee eer ee ee ee 


‘2. eee rea ® * 


@eeee@eeeneeees@ 
Jalgon ety AB IPR * Pa. rs pi Fig shuns ® . ¢ aM Lo 4 : Fee sa 
3 , . , 


“goleichen seihhoeeaneenn  aettieeaes. 


7 


Pe gee oh ge 


ainnetaee cnppanasabcacee sedi 


> 


OOD civ dcssvnkitoes 


Bombay ....00...00 


: 


Bombay ......+++++. 

Do. 
NOL fie sccocesietens 

Do. 
 iukiscoveesede 
Bombay .........0 
MIs 5.05% bnecccas. 


Bombay .........+ 


SA iscsecsccdeves 
Ahmednagar ...... 
Sholépur 
INGBIK wcccccece ones. 
Kaladgi .........+.. 
IA ccs cscs sbeves 


POOR ..0...0see00 see 
Mudhol ............ 
Kolhépur . dietetics: 


| Vengurla . seerae ens 


3 


Dhulia .......... 


Poona.:.. Seoqens ee ‘a : 


Jalgaon. . sannanananes 


4 


7 


¢ 
¥ 


nasa neh eaebnieal: 


‘Sholépur ee ie 


Tri-weekly... 
Weekly 


Place of bli ti Rditio 


46 |, 


as i , 
49 | x 
50 » 
a 
-s 
ee ee 


3) 
55 |» 
56 | 


= 
ae 
ae 
ye ae 


* 2] ” 


33 
63 we 
oe es 
| 65 és 
66 | a 
*67 |, 
= t 
_ #09 | |, 
Otay |. 
aT 
«oh nee 
i; eS ae 
: 4: tS 
| % oi" 
75 The 
ss 


ne Dd 
Si re » reat ret rise 


» Wiviihe wd Wist6r ......20000e 


The oS) eel Sau Abos pds husmpdensssens 


The Gujarét, ME Cash bsisesssjapsbstonass 


Jéme Jamsed 


fs - . 
see RY es ee 


: 


ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 


GUJARA'TI. 


Bombay Sambch&r.......).s..0sses00s 
Akhbare Sowdégar i esp at AG 
Pérsi Punch Si acd ci deaknmb cepeehweae 
Yajd§n WIIG dss's cos cianepaperesaese’ 


rf © Ff @ 


‘ 


Loka, Mitra ....c.......000 
TE ee es ieasicns 
Samsher BéhAdur ...........00.c00e00. 
Arynagpoet Saméchér ee awa bt 
Broach Wartam4n .......00....e006. 
Niti Pepi agueumnet| 


/ 


Satya —.: yy ioud sissies Wekaias 


D&tgrdun ............ 
Kigkie Mammal POG SRS ape ieae. OS Re see 


2 os a 


e@eeenseeeeese 


: 


Gujarat Samfchér ....,,.,...........] 


Swadesh Mangal ....,..,....000..-08 


Broach Baits genecsyseeree | 


Dandio Side hvandiens« iangkgubiekokses 
Dnyén Wardhak . ere eR Concer. cess 


Swadesh Wateal’ .. iiukas cacaureess cic 
A’ryg Dhatma Prakésh ............ 
Widys Mitra 
Swataptraté . 


Cananess. 


eae egeerverece 


@ 


eeeeeeeee ee SOF eaeeeeeeesese 


, 


rif 


Bro 309 | 


Roky A Ae 


4 , 


; Romsbag srry 


Do. 


“Ahmedabad Subeee 


Do. | : 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
NG sic iccpiciacie 
Ahmedabad 
Do. 


ad SEG nara 


eeeeseceeges 
seeeeteseees 
ere eee ee eeee 
seteeerecree 
eseserecepes 
seeceecooee: 
COC seesaeeee 
eeeees 
eeesesses 


Broach ........ 


Kaira eeeeeeeeeeegeee 


Do. . 


| Surat aaa ig 


eeseeesesevees 
: 
; 


eeeesee 
; 


Ca a 


Do. 


| Surat eee CO seecegces 


Do. sens ewcases 
a, 
Do. 


eeeeteeeOOseens 


eeeeegeeeaoces © ee 


ret he eee ee 8 9 © 


| Bombay dig (setter 


| Dhérwar.........s. 


ee Fe 2e ea * 


Weekly... 
aes 
Weekly ... 
Daily ake 
Do. sis 
Do. as 
Weekly =... 
Do. eis 
Do. i 
Do. — 
Do. pet 
Do. ae 
Do. es 
Do. ‘ 
Do, nee 
Do. ns 
* Do. a 


Tri- Weekly... 
Weekly... 


Do. oy 
Do. .. Bee 


Do. 


Bes i ws 
Weekly... 


se@ 


020 
615 


1,650 


225 
500 


250 


700 
900 
200 

60 
153 

50 
115 
400 


1,000 


900 


500 


600 
100 
700 
100 
400 
475 
400 
300 


200 


200 


300 


—_—_ | 


ieee 


bacaning otha reper 


varigns nok alleged 
sates ip beaokte after tha 


ap oe elem: ante the: 


Pa a ee a 


. . ©£ . 


eoe#ee@¢teetawny 


os os 2 © 


Rame.. . 
marked ® have not given information a to the + numbers aie 
Reporter. 


. 


in italica. 


« , oe 
ace) y we 
d wt? Ps bs eer 
ee 
4 FAC 


3 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (8) of the 15th September gives the substance of the 
} events which have von happened at Cabul, and 
| —o remarks by observes that at present it is only necessary to 
NNR Oe ‘consider the measures which should be taken to put 
down the mutineers who took the insane step of murdering the English Envoy 
and the members of his suite. Knowing as he did the temper of the troops at 
Herat, Yakub Khan ought not to have allowed them to enter Bala Hissar. 
He evidently does not possess the ability or foresight of his father Shere Ali. 
We also cannot help remap | that the Government of India was precipitate 
in entering into a treaty with him, inasmuch as it cannot have been ignorant 
of the actual state of affairs in Afghanistan. The British Government rushed 
into the Afghan war in order to effect a scientific rectification of the Frontier, but 
its consequence has been the massacre of the English Embassy at Cabul. Our 
Government has now three ways of extricating itself, from the embarrassin 


‘position in which it has found itself. For instance, it might place Yakub Khan, 
if he is alive, or some other prince, on the throne of Cabul and seppoes him 


against his own eee but such a policy will ultimately prove disastrous. 
Again, our rulers will notencounter any difficulty in subiugating Afghanistan and 
annexing it to the British dominions. Such a scheme, however, will in the end 
prove very costly and besides will bring the English frontier in close proximity 
to the Russians. Under these circumstances we would strongly advise the 
Government of India to send a large army into Afghanistan in order to thrash 
the mutineers, and after.exhibiting to the Afghans the power and skill of the 
English nation, it should be withdrawn and our Government should cease all 
connection with that country. The Afghans will then learn that they have 
nothing to gain by fighting with the English. It is possible that the withdrawal 
of the English from all participation in Afghan affairs will encourage the Russians 
to carry on their intrigues, but thisis not likely to be the case since the Afghans 
hate the Russians much more than the English. 


The same notices the appointment of Mr. Pheroz Husung Dasturas Acting 

District Deputy Collector of Kaira, and says that we 

Says that therules relating gre glad that this young man, who passed the exami- 

poe 0s deeoqggi wr nation for the Degree of Master of Arts only a short 

observed in the case of men ‘ime ago, has been selected to fill a high and responsible 

who possess interest. post under Government. Atthesame time we cannot 
help remarking that, according to the rules recentl 

prom vigatos by Government on the subject of the employment of Graduates in the 


evenue Department, he was only qualified for the post of a Mé4mlatdar’s Second 


_ Kérkun, and that in the ordinary course he would have had to serve as MAmlatdér 


for some years before he could have been considered fit for a Deputy Collector- 
ship. We believe that this gentleman’s father holds a high post as Translator 


under Government. Again, recently a young Parsi who had only passed the 


Matriculation Examination of the Bombay University, and whose official ex- 
perience consisted in attending at the Secretariat as a candidate for a few months, 
was appointed to an Assistant Commissonership of Customs. He is the son of 
the Honourable Dosabhoy Framji, who holds the distinguished position of a 
Member of the Legislative Council, and is besides the License-tax Collector of 
Bombay. From er two instances it would seem as if Government considered 
the sons of distinguished individuals qualified to fill posts involving great 
responsibility, although they may not possess any official experience whatever. 
It is strange that the orders of Government on the subject of employing 
University men should not be observed in the case of men who possess interest. 


The Dnydn Prakash (5) of the 8th September, in commenting upon the 
: fourth chapter of the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill, says 


Makes comments on Chap- 


ter IV. , that the Honourable Mr. Hope in his speech declare 

ie tT thal the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code on ihe 
. subject of insolvency were defective in many respects, — 

but we. do not think that those defects have been removed, by the alterations 


relief to a man 


introduced into this Bill. It is, of course, quite right to 
| Bi 
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who is hopelessly involved in debt, but at the same time this relief should not be 
easily obtainable, and all exemption from future payments should be granted 
only on the clearest and most conclusive proof of inability to meet present 
liabilities. By section 25 Subordinate Judges in the Deccan are by virtue of their 
office farested with jurisdiction in insolvency cases, and the same course may with 
advantage be adopted all over the Presidency. Section 26 is an improvement 
on section 344 of the Civil Procedure Code. We think an insolvency law like 
that which obtains in the Presidency towns should be made applicable to the 
Mofussil, and it will prove extremely beneficial. Section 27 is not sufficiently 
stringent, and therefore the adjudication in insolvency should be regulated b 
section 351 of the Civil Procedure Code. Section 28 is good as it stands, althoug 
the Ndzir may have some ground for complaint for the additional work which 
will be thrown on him without any addition to his remuneration. The provi- 
sions of section 30 are harsh and unsuitable. It gave rise to debate in the 
Legislative Council, during which Mr. Cockerel jocularly observed that under 
certain circumstances a creditor might have to take the pigs of his insolvent 
debtor in satisfaction of his debt; but this is not likely to be the case in India, 
since the money-lenders belong to a class which abhor such animals and would 
refuse to accept them. This section should not be allowed to stand as it is. 
Section 356 of the Civil Procedure Code, with its subsequent emendations, gives 
as much protection to the indebted agriculturists as is desirable, and hence 
section 31 and the three following it may be expunged. According to section 
85 the terms of imprisonment to which insolvents are liable are reduced as 
compared with those sanctioned in section 359 of the Civil Code. It would, 
therefore, seem that Government would go to any length in order to protect 
indebted agriculturists, but such a.policy is clearly opposed to sound morality. 
Criminals are kept under restraint by fear of punishment, and in proportion as 
its severity is relaxed, they are likely to increase in number. If it is considered 
- desirable to make alterations in section 359 of the Civil Code, it would be better 
to anew Subordinate Judges to send insolvents who have committed perjury or 


published false schedules to magistrates in order that proper notice may be 
taken of their misconduct. 


The same of the 11th September, in commenting on the Deccan Ryots’ 


Relief Bill, says that the appointments of Patels as 


Makes comments on the vyillage Munsifs will not prove successful. As a rule 
fifth and the two. succeeding 


; they are an ignorant set of people, and on account of 
alee aby mer Byot# the factions which usually exist in villages, they will 


not be above partiality. The discussion of the sim- 
plest point of law will also be beyond their capacity. Besides, if the decisions 
of village Munsifs are objected to on the ground of corruption or partiality, the 
special Judge will have enough to do in attending to them and will have hardly 
any time for other work. ‘The Honourable Mr. Hope said that Patels were to be 
invested with power to try suits, in order to bring justice to the homes of poor 
defendants, but there are other ways of accomplishing this object. According to 
section 23 of Act XIV. of 1869, Government can empower Subordinate Judges to 

hold their courts in any village within their jurisdiction, and if this is done, the 
object aimed at in the appointment of Patels as Munsifs will be attained. The 
Government of India, in commenting on this subject, says that the appointments of 
Patels as village Munsifs should be made on the ground of the influence which 
they appear to possess with the villagers and not on the ground of their capacity 
to read and write. If this suggestion is acted upon, their decisions will not 
stand the examination of the sper Judge, on account of most of them being 
utterly ignorant of reading and writing. We think that the decisions of vi 
Munsifs should not be final and the suggestion of the Government of India 
should not be adopted. We entirely approve of the provisions contained in 
‘Chapter VI., but doubt whether they could be worked in a satisfactory 
manner. Conciliators should be men noted for their r tability and imparti- 
ality, and it will be no easy task to secure the services of such men. It is sug- 
gested that the selection of conciliators should be made from among the pen- 
sioned servants of Government, but we think that this. will be impossible, since 
they usually reside in large towns and cities and not in villages, Besides, even 
if such men are to be had, it will be found that they are men who have transac- 

ons with agriculturists, that is, with the very persons whose disputes they will 
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have to decide. Moreover, a considerable number of pensioned officers are 
Brahmans, and in the opinion of the Bombay Government such men are usually 
and selfish and not fit to be ent with work of this kind. Upon the 
whole the difficulties in the way of obtaining proper conciliators are insuper- 
able, but since this Bill is to be passed as an experimental measure, we have no 
objection to give atrial to this method of settling pee The suggestions of 
the Honourable Syed Mahomed on this section are well worth considering. The 
conciliators should be bound to give their decisions within a specified period and 
limitation should not run while suits are pending before them. Clause 2 of 
secticn 50 is ambiguous, and it should be dea stated whether the conciliators 
are to receive remuneration. Chapter VII. provides for the appointment of a 
Special Judge and an Assistant, but we doubt whether they will be able to do all 
the work which will devolve on them. Confusion is likely to ensue on account 
of the conflict of authority between the SP ialand District Judges and hence 
their jurisdictions should be clearly defined. With reference to the creation of 
twelve new subordinate courts, it seems to be the intention of the Bombay 
Government that the courts in the Deccan should be presided over by experi- 
enced Subordinate Judges, and in order to accomplish this object, it is proposed 
that the new Judges should be employed in Gujar4t, Konkan and Karnatak, and 
experienced men from those parts should be brought to the Deccan. We do not 
think that this proposal will succeed. We can easily name old Subordinate Judges 
who possess experience but who do not care to keep up their knowledge of law to 
the requirements of the times. In making selections, therefore, care should be 
taken that the Subordinate Judges in the Deccan possess both qualifications. 


The same in its local news states that although the fall of rain has been 
copious and seasonable, and the harvesting prospects 
PR maser Government to appear to be bright, yet pauperism has not declined 
% Meet ome Par and it would seem that distress still gids one In the 
City of Poona paupers have so much increased of late 
that hardly a minute passes when their voice is not heard. Besides, their lean 
bodies show that they have had to remain for “4 without food. Deformity of 
every kind is visible in the streets of Poona, ‘The other day a pauper was 
found nearly dead near the hospital for the cure of contagious diseases and 
such cases often occur. Upon the whole the condition of the poor is extremely 
lamentable, and it is to be hoped that Government will do something to 
improve it. 


The same of the 18th September says that on account of the unwillingness 
of Government to fill up the Joint-Judgeship and the 
Says that the arrangements temporary transfer of Mr. Pollen from Sholdpur to 
oe ee Thana, it has been ordered that the -criminal cases at 
Sholdphr art as. datistactory. Nasik should be tried at Thana and those at Sholdpur 
in Poona. We are unable, says the Daydn Prakash, to 
see any advantage in this arrangement. The trial of criminal cases at a great 
distance from the district in which they happened will cause considerable expense 
to Government in the shape of payment to witnesses and also great annoyance 
and trouble to the witnesses themselves. It would have been better to have in- 
vested the Assistant Judge in Poona with the powers of a Sessions Judge, and then 
directed him to preside at the Criminal Sessions in Sholdpur or to have postponed 
the trials until the return of Mr. Pollen. Similarly, the Assistant Judge at Thana 
might have been invested with like powers and told to hold the sessions at Nasik 
-or even the District Magistrate of N4sik might have been invested with the 
powers of a Sessions Judge. Any of these arrangements would have been less 
objectionable. : 


The same alludegto the appointment of Mr. Pheroz Husung Dastur as Acting 

: _ District Deputy- Collector of Kaira, and says that this 

Bigs yemarks in con- young man is the son of Khén Bdéhddur Husungiji 
of i hae ee Jamasji Dastur, at present an Assistant Professor in the 
soknakip.” Deccan College, and about whose appointment to the 
Oriental Translatorship a thick rumour prevailed at 

one time. There are many natives in the Revenue Department who have both 
by their ability and experience acquired every right for promotion, and we are 
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- therfore, unable to understand why their claims should have been over 
what 4 aout tae tant 


or peculiar excellence there is in Mr. Pheroz that he 

- gelected to fill so ible a post in preference. If this appointment has been 
made with the intention of affording enco ent to University Graduates, it 
is somewhat surprising that a selection should not have been made from among 
Mémlatdérs who had gone through the University course. There are half a 
dozen of such men in the service, and, besides, t yd have passed the Higher 
Standard Examination. Will any one contend that Mr. Dastur is in any way the 
superior of these men? Again, by the recently published rules on the employ- 
ment of University men, Graduates have to commence on Rs. 35 per mensem, and 


are entitled to promotion only after passing two stiff examinations. Have these. 


restrictions. been set aside in the case of Mr. Dastur? If so, it is difficult to 
conceive how he will be able to perform his Revenue and Magisterial duties. If 
he does not do his work satisfactorily, his failure will unfavourably affect the 
destinies of all University Graduates. An opportunity for nominating Natives 
to Civil Service posts will soon occur, and if selections like the above are made, 
Government will find an excuse for declaring Natives unfit to hold high 
appointments. 


The same alludes to the appointment of Mr. F. D. Melvill as Acting 
Judge of the High Court, and remarks that the busi- 
Says that there was no ness in that court has so much declined of late, that 
necessity =_— Je: gg there is not enough work to keep seven Judges 
ftigh Court ee occupied for even four days in the week. We are, 
therefore, surprised that theeighth Judgeship should 
have been filled up, particularly when it has been allowed to remain in abeyance 
since the departure of Mr. Justice West to Simla. Besides, no reasons have 
been assigned for passing over Mr. Nanabhai Haridas, who for some years acted 
as a Judge of the High ourt and whose work was approved of by the Chief 
Justice. Perhaps it may be the intention of the authorities to send one Judge 
on circuit, and such an arrangement will, no doubt, be some excuse for the 
appointment of Mr. Mellvill. 


A correspondent of the same reports that Mr. Sitaram Jeywant Athgharé, 

IRL Ho. whom Government a ee ayy ae to sppoinl an 

ys Shas & certain “one- Honorary Magistrate of the Thi in the City of 

rn Air a Desienp ih nds for the position which has been thrust 

upon him. He is ignorant of law and has not the 

faintest notion of weighing evidence. His hold over his vernacular is very 

slight, and he is unable to express himself in tolerably decent Mardthi. The 
writer adduces evidence in justification of his opinion. 


The Dnydn Prakash of the 18th September, in commenting upon the above, 
says that the peculiar excellence of the British Government consists in the 
superiority of its courts of justice, but if they are presided over by men like Mr. 
Athgharé, the administration of justice will be brought into contempt. It is 

Very good of Government to enhance the importance of respectable landholders 
by investing them with magisterial powers, but the appointment of incompetent 
men will not accomplish the object which Government has in view. Besides, 
the people are the greatest sufferers. Our correspondent has clearly demonstrated 
Mr, At gharé’s utter unfitness to perform the duties of a magistrate. It is to be 
hoped that the higher authorities will direct their attention to this point. If it 
is intended to reward this man, he might be made a Réo Bahddur or a C.S.I. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 15th September, in an article on the annexation 

Se of Cashmere, says that some English journals have of 

gw me ee late been raving in the most frantic manner on Indian 
Cashmere 3 litics. We know that their prattle will not do an 

are untenable. ‘ 3 . , y 

arm, since the affairs of India are at present managed 

by statesmen eminent for their wisdom, but the persistent expression of a parti- 


cular set of Opinions is calculated to damage the cause which is attacked. Last 


year @ terrible famine raged in Cashmere, and owing to the inability of the 
ae to meet the crisis half the population was swept away. Upon this 


» English newspapers remark that when a similar calamity happened in 
British territo , it was successfully encountered, and that if i hie been 
3NP20—9 [con 392] | 
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a British province so many Ale would not have been allowed to die. It 
would, therefore, be to the advantage of the inhabitants of Cashmere to annex 
that territory to the British dominions. We are unable to concur in this view. 
On the assumption of the gitos of India y Spe Queen in 1857, it was 
solemnly declared that the British Government no idea of extending its 
territorial limits, and this pledge was renewed when Her Majesty assumed the 
title of Empress. At the grand Darbar held at Delhi in 1877, it was declared 
by His Excellency the Viceroy to the assembled princes that Her Majesty the 

mpress looked upon them as friends, and that it was their duty to help each 
other on trying occasions. Under these circumstances it behoves the British 
Government to help the Maharaja of Cashmere in mitigating the horrors of a 
famine. Besides, it is not just to blame the ruler of Cashmere for the deaths 
which occurred in his territory, since when famine happened in the Presidencies 
of Madras and Bombay, thousands of people died, and nobody then blamed the 
British Government for these lamentable occurrences. Itis, therefore, absurd to 
urge the inability of a Government to meet a certain crisis as a ground for 
annexing its territory. In conclusion the writer makes some remarks on the 


Vernacular Press Act, which are irrelevant to the subject of the article and 
which have been frequently reported. 


The same in its local news states that the steamer which plies between 
Dharamtar and Bombay, instead of reaching the latter 
Complains that the steamer station at 5 P.M., as usual, now-a-days arrives at twelve 
which iy aga eng ees o'clock at night, and hence the passengers are put to 
when, latter ae much trouble and inconvenience. It is strange that 
the irregular arrival of the steamer has not attracted 
the notice of the Collector of Kolaba. Formerly contractors of ferry-boats were 
fined if they did not reach their destination at the appointed time. If that 
regulation 1s not in force now, the grievances of passengers cannot be redressed, 
but if it is, then it behoves the authorities to take measures to see that the 
owner of the steamer acts according to the terms of the contract. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 14th September, in one ofits principal leaders, 
says that owing to the want of a permanent settlement 
Advocates the introduction in the Bombay Presidency, the ryots have come to 
eR pric, — ™ believe that they have no proprietary right in the 
eee eee land and hence they do not care to improve its capabi- 
lities. The officials, however, consider that the 
deterioration of the soil has been brought about by the ignorance of the agri- 
culturists themselves, and that a diffusion of the knowledge of agriculture will 
enable them to adopt superior methods of cultivation, and thus increase the yield 
of their fields. It is also urged that if the land revenue is settled in perpetuity, 
Government will have to forego for ever any increase of revenue which ma 
accrue from the increased fertility of the soil. It is to be regretted that this 
divergence of opinion should exist between the governors and the governed on 


_ & matter of such vital importance, and the early termination of the controversy 


is very much to be desired in the interests of all. If a comparison is instituted 

een the land revenue collections of different years since the formation of 
this Presidency in 1817, by the annexation of the dominions of the Peishwas, it 
will be found that the increase of the land revenue is attributable to the annexa- 
hon of Sind and Sdtdéra, and to the millions of acres of wastelands which have 
since been brought under cultivation. No increase of revenue has been derived 
from the increased fertility of the soil. In 1867 the land revenue amounted to 
three krores and sixty-three lacs of rupees. Since then the revised settlements 
have been introduced in some Oollectorates, and yet the average land revenue 


collections for the past ten years have fallen to three krores and fifty-nine lacs 


of rupees. Besides, wherever the new rates have been adopted, the land tax 
has been considerably increased, but the realizations have immensely fallen short 


of the amounts shown in the records of the Survey Department. Various reasons. 
tan be assigned for this unfortunate state of things. Many farmers abandoned. 


their fields on account of their inability to meet the new assessments, and in some 


Places remissions had to be granted. We are under these circumstances unable 
to see how Government can have profited by the periodical settlements. The | 
exorbitant nature of the revised assessments has caused thousands of agriculturists 


* © ten at 


« ee # : 
a ee oe oe 


in the Deccan to forsake their homes and seek for living elsewhere, and some 
have even dared to take to plundering. Upon the whole the nt settle- 
ment of the land revenue will be beneficial in every way, and the abolition of 
the Survey Department, which its introduction will necessitate, will be a clear 
gain to Government. 


The same says that, from the fact that no one has yet been appointed to 

: ,, the Joint-Judgeship, it would seem that Aovetimect 

red pram hart PFeligekip had no idea of filling up the appointment, and it is 

se not filled up. P stated that the fate of the office establishment is under 

consideration. At present there are 400 appeals 

pending at Nasik which are ready for hearing, and if there is no one to decide 
them the arrears will increase and the people will be the sufferers. 


The same alludes to the trial and acquittal of Messrs. Dewey and Bedford, 

. and says that the Directors of the G. I. P. Railway 

Says that the management soreed to give the former Rs. 8,000 and the latter 

ord Séaet tb ees EO aceon tion for tlie trouble and 

eouily. . 7; pensation for tlie trouble and expense 

to which they were put in defending themselves when 

charged with complicity in the grain robberies which happened on the G. L. P. 

Railway about a couple of years ago. But owing to this railway being a 

guaranteed line, the disbursement of these sums required the sanction of Gov- 

ernment, which, we hear, has been refused. If this be so, the whole proceeding 

appears to us extraordinary. Since Messrs. Dewey and Bedford have been 

declared not guilty,.it is fair to grant them compensation, but if Govern- 

ment has refused sanction for want of funds, there are other ways of making 
retrenchments. The management of the G.I. P. Railway is unnecessaril 


costly and great reductions are feasible in it. Government should direct its 
attention to this point. 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 15th September says that a Brahman of the 
name of Pon es Balwant Kale, a native of the 

Says that the notorious village of Golup in the neighbourhood of Ratnégiri, 
re Ra ac pecan left his home about twenty years ago and his where- 
Wasudew Balwant Kéle> abouts have never been discovered. He is tall and 
strong. It is possible that he may have visited different 

ny of India as a pilgrim, and. that in that case he may have a long beard. 
f it should turn out that the notorious character who is now awaiting his trial 


in Poona be not Wasudew Balwant Fadke, it behoves Government to enquire 


whether he is Wasudew Balwant Kale, since the difference in their names: 


consists only in the surname. The brother of Wasudew Balwant Kale is at 


Golup, and if he is taken to Poona he will be able at once to say whether the 
man in custody is really his brother. - 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 12th September, in an article on the army of the 
Cnieiiiiind ied "pa Baroda State, says that Sir T. Mahadewréw is the most 
published in the IndwPrakéeh C™nent native statesman of the present times. He 
with reference to the army of as served in more than one Native State, and oeey 
the Géikawad. | where he earned the approbation of the Britis 
; Government. Radja Sir T. Mahadewréw is un excellent 
English scholar, and owing to his being one of a batch of educated natives of a 
former generation, he is extremely fond of the English people. When he was 
Divén at Travancore he gave the right of coffee-planting solely to Englishmen. 
-e 18 one of those men who would not hesitate to sacrifice the interests of Native 
tates in order to propitiate the present rulers of India, and itis for this reason 
that he war notoriety for his administration of Travancore. He did not 
shine equally at Indore, but at Baroda he has been adding laurels to his former 
fame. ere have been several boundary disputes pending between the British 
Government and the State of Baroda, which he has settled to the satisfaction of 
the former. He is one of those who would rather suffer than engage in dissen- 


sions. A little while ago a certain rumour was published in the Indu Prakséh with. 


reference to the army of the Baroda State, This was subsequently contradicted 
in the Times of India, but the Indy Prakdsh still adheres to its original state- 
Pa At is said that the Resident saw a few cannons at Baroda, and thinking 
atit was not safe to keep them, recommended the Divan to break them into 


eg Upon this Sir T, Mahadewréw ordered all the cannons in the kingdom - 


toyed. When this news appeared in the Vernacular. news 
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contradiction was published in the Times of India, but we need not say that it 
was of no importance. Of course the destruction of a few cannons will not make 
any difference to the Géikawid, but we are sorry at the want of independence 


shown by the Divén on this occasion. There is no ground for saying that the 
report about the abolition of the army of the Gdikawdd is untrue. The British 


Government has for some time become alarmed at the enormous forces of Native 
States and is devising measures for reducing them. At such a juncture it is 
simple madness to believe that it will not have its own way, particularly when 
it has a pliant minister like Sir T. Mahadewrdw to deal with, and from his ante- 
cedents we may safely calculate that he will not offer any ma dag tase It is true 
that the armies of Native Princes are perfectly useless either for offensive or 
defensive purposes, but it appears to us hardly creditable either to the Minister or 
to the paramount power to come to an agreement on a question which can be 
more appropriately settled when the Prince attains his majority. Besides, Sir. 
T. Mahadewréw is an extremely subservient man and will agree to any arrange- 
ment which the British Government may dictate. His policy as Divan has been 
approved in many quarters, but we think that the exhibition of a little more 
independence in his present position will prove beneficial to the State. He 
should not do anything calculated to lower the prestige of his master. 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 11th September, but received on 
the 15th; is thankful to Govérnment for having 
Requests Government to adopted its recommendation for the transfer of Mr. 


rag ca oe sar Borrodaile from Ahmedabad, of which district he has 
Ahmeda _ Bere been Collector for many years. It is, however, con- 


cerned to see that its other recommendation, for the 
transfer of Mr. Fernandez, has not been attended to, and hopes Government 
will be gracious enough to adopt it. He has been very long at Ahmedabad, and 
must necessarily have become tired of that station. 


The same severely censures the few leading men of Ahmedabad who 

were trying to get up a meeting to do honour to Mr. 

Does not think that Mr. Borrodaile on his approaching departure from that city. 

ao. — aed — ‘Excepting in one or two matters, he-+has not only done 
ee no good to the people of this city, but has done injur 

to them. The attempt to get up a meeting was made 

by servile flatterers, who should not have convened it before obtaining permis- 

sion from Government, which has prohibited its officers from receiving 

addresses. 


The Gwardt Mitra (47) of the 14th September, in mentioning a report 
that Mr. Motilal, the Police Inspector of the town of 
Requests the romesy Gov- Surat, has petitioned Government not to send him to 


Wagram order ae ; = the Panch Mahals, observes that he was ordered in 1878 


to go to the station to which © go to Khandesh, but got the order cancelled and 
he has been transferred. succeeded in getting himself appointed at Surat. He 
has not obeyed the recent order of transfer to the 


_ Panch Mahdls, and is doing his utmost to be allowed to remain where he is. 


If other officers of Government go quietly when they are transferred, it is un- 
accountable why so much favour should be shown to Mr, Motil4l? What con- 
Spicuous services has he rendered to Government, that it should frequently 
comply with his wishes? Mr. Motildl recently made a trip to Bombay, and 
on his return a rumour prevailed that his transference from Surat was cancelled. 
This has made the people of Surat very sorry, as he is not liked for several 
reasons by such inhabitants as hold independent views. It behoves the 
Bombay Government, therefore, to compel the Inspector to go to the place to 
which he has been transferred. se 


The same, in alluding to the recent massacre of the English Embassy, 
Obsiihes : observes that many persons had seen that the British 
web tena hogy sis a Government had committed blunders in the manage- 
Envoy to Cabul. “"- ment of the Afghan war, but the Gujardt Mitra was 
eg Ra 3 prevented by the Press Act from pointing them out. 
Government should have remembered the treachery of the Afghans in 1840, and 
ought not to have sent an Envoy to Cabul. When, however, it was decided to 
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gend one, care should have been taken to send a much larger escort for hi 
protection. Again, even if it was considered desirable to have a British Resi- 
dent at Cabul ‘he should not have been sent sosoon. ‘The Afghans should have 
been gradual conciliated and their affection secured, and when this was 
done an Envoy might have been sent with safety. These precautions were 
not taken, and Sir Louis Cavagnari was sent with a handful of soldiers among 
a perfidious and fanatical race, who could not bear the sight of strangers 
among them. By the massacre of the Envoy and his suite they have done an 
act for which they will have to pay heavily; but the lives of British soldiers 
have been sacrificed and the trouble te cost of a new campaign has been 
incurred. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 14th September, in noticing the report 
that His Excellency the Viceroy intended to go to 
Observes that the costof (hini, alludes to the old complaint of the Press that 
the a Wea of hag Pe much needless expenditure is incurred on account of 
reece salt aon ya the annual migration of the Government of India to 
Simla, and that the same ought not to be allowed. 
This recommendation of the Press, observes the Samdchdr, was made in ordinary 
times; but it now deserves more attention, as the condition of the Indian 
finances is so unsatisfactory, and Government is so anxious to reduce the expenses 
of the State. It is true that an overworked official in the position of His Excellency 
the Viceroy needs a visit to a sanitarium to invigorate his constitution ; but 
there is no reason why so large an expenditure as is now incurred should be 
spent on the annual sojourns to Simla. . Their cost ought to be reduced within 
reasonable bounds. is Excellency has been at Simla for some time past, and 
it would appear that there was no need for his going to Chini at a great expense 
to the State. 


The same of the 16th instant describes the murderous attack made on 
Wednesday last by a European soldier on a Maho- 
Complains that native medan and his servant on the Bhendi Bazdr Road, and 


policemen do not appresend observes that the latter has died from the injuries 
uropean offenders in Bom- 


bay, and requests the atten- which he received on the occasion. The affray was 


tion of the Police Commis- going on for some time, but not a single native 
sioner to this state of things. policeman out of those who were stationed on that 

_ road interfered to prevent the assailant from inflict- 
ing injuries on the deceased. Policemen, however, do not deserve blame for this 
kind of behaviour. ‘They are told that whenever a European creates a row or 
attacks a native, they are not to make an attempt to apprehend the culprit, but 
should run to the nearest police station and fetch a shar inspector. It 
is not known whether instructions have been issued to this effect, but when 
policemen are questioned on the subject they say that they have received 
orders to act in this manner, and to ewes Fey natives alone if they are 
seen attacking Europeans. The consequence is that, though European 
inspectors come with all haste, the European assailants often inflict injuries 


before their arrival, anda result like that which has happened jin the case 


noticed above follows. Ifa native policeman had apprehended the soldier when he 
commenced his attack, the deceased would not have been seriously hurt. Drunken 
soldiers and sailors frequently walk into the houses of respectable persons 
and create a disturbance ; and the inmates and neighbours are obliged to defend 
themselves as well as they are able before the arrival of the European inspector. 
In conclusion, the Samdchér requests the immediate attention of the Police 
Commissioner to this state of things, and requests him to cancel immediately 
the abovementioned instructions, if he has issued them; and if he has not, 
to disabuse the minds of the native policemen of the wrong impression, and to 


order them to act towards European culprits in the same way as they do towards 
native offenders. 


The same observes that the Aage-Leeae papers are quite right in com- 


plaining of the Resolution of Government prohibiting 


6 
bserves that Government newspaper correspondents from accompanying the 


has not done well in prohi- 


biting newspaper corre- Afghan Expeditionary Force. For some time to coma 
Yew from going with the events occurring in Afghanistan will draw to 
Po Expeditionary themselves the attention of the people here and in 
Krgland. . If independent correspondents are not 
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srmitted to go with the force, the public will have to suffer much inconvenience 
n this matter. If news from the seat of war is not freely doled out, various 
kinds of rumours will, as usual, obtain currency and will create 
in the public mind. The Anglo-Indian papers are, therefore, right algerie 


Government to cancel the Resolution. 


The same of the 20th September, in alluding to the decision which has 
been passed in the case of Pandit Harsai, the Subordi- 


Pg Pa "ForakSba nate Judge of H'arakdbid, observes that according to 


ought to have been the conclusions of the Commission which enquired 
unished for having acted into the case, the Pandit is convicted of having made 
properly towards Pandit gn assault on his superior officer, and, consequently, 
the punishment inflicted on him was just. But the 
Commission’s decision also accuses Mr. Saunders, the Judge, of having acted 
towards his subordinate in such a manner as to lead to a breach of the peace; 


and he ought, therefore, to have been punished, but it is to be regret that 
nothing of the kind has been done. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (49) of the 18th September states that the recently im- 
posed tax on date-trees has raised the price of toddy, 
States that the dearness of and the poor are therefore unable to buy it. The dis- 


pr pecle ng - a continuance of this drink, which was a_ part of their 
or mo gana 


daily food, has increased the death-rate, particularl 
—_— seh the residents of the Jalalpor Paasan The 
authorities might hesitate to believe the above assertion, but if they make 
proper enquiries on the spot they will find that it is perfectly true. (The 
Guardt Mitra (47) of the 14th September makes similar remarks on the authority 
of a correspondent. ) 


The same of the 19th September, in noticing the recent increase in the 


duty on opium, observes that before the massacre of 

_ Disapproves = ~ gy the Embassy in Cabul, it was rumoured that the 
a cgi tala -e unpopular license-tax would be abolished as the con- 
. dition of the finances had improved. But the sad news 

of the massacre has destroyed all hope of the burden of taxation being lightened. 
The cost of the avenging expedition to Cabul will create a deficit in the 
treasury, to meet which the income-tax, it was feared, would have to be imposed. 
But Government has avoided the necessity of increasing taxation by raising the 
duty on opium, the consumers of which will alone have to bear the new burden. 
The increase will bring ina good round sum of twenty lacs of rupees, but 
whether the trade will be able to bear this additional burden is a material 
question. ‘Two years ago the duty was raised from 600 to 650 rupees per chest, 
and the opium merchants thereupon complained that the increase would ruin 
their trade; and yet the export of this drug did not diminish, and this appears 


_ to have induced the authorities to make a further increase of fifty rupees in the 


duty. But merchants sometimes carry on their trade at a loss. Persons com- 
petent to give an opinion on this subject say that a loss of about fifty rupees 
per chest is already incurred by exporters, and the recent increase will onl 


augment it. The opium merchants will not at once cease exporting the drug 


and will carry on their ventures until they are ruined completely. The increase 
in the duty will also encourage other countries to enter into’ competition with 
India in the production of this drug. Persia and China have already com- 
menced to produce it. The former can and does produce a superior drug than 
that grown in Malwa but is unable to extend its cultivation. China produces 
an inferior drug, but the Chinese authorities cat at be induced to take away the 

uce a better kind, when they 
see that India has exorbitantly increased its price. And if this comes to pass 
the Indian trade will ultimately suffer. It behoves Government, therefore, to 


consider seriously whether in increasing the re an injury has not been done 


to the opium trade. (The Akhkbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 18th September repeats 
Some of the above arguments in condemning the enhancement of the duty on 
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12. 
- The same of the 20th September states that the Bombay Government has 
entered into a contract with the British India Steam 


Observes that the contract Navigation Company for the conveyance of eight 


f ing railway materials ‘ 
trot Bow y os Warrackes thousand tons of railway material to Kurrachee at 


the rate of eight ru rton. The merchants here 

a dae shnhowed a - are much concerned to find that the contract in ques- 

exorbitant rate. tion was made without publicly calling for tenders. 

It is said that had such tenders been invited, Govern- 

ment could have secured freight at half the rate at which the contract is given, 

and would have thereby saved about ‘forty thousand rupees. Great economy 

needs to be exercised in the present unsatisfactory condition of the finances. 
(The Bombay Samdachdr (48) of the same date expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 14th September observes that had Parliament 


., been sitting just now, the policy towards Afghanistan 
brs em cae 9 in would have been once more subjected to enquiry after 
by that beubenh Miniatey. . the cruel massacre of the Envoy and his suite; and 
then Lord Beaconsfield would have found it no easy 
matter to satisfy the English nation. After the mess which the Ministry had 
got into with reference to the Berlin treaty and the Zulu war, the re-opening of 
hostilities with Afghanistan would have given a great shock to the policy adopt- 
ed, and would have given more weight to the charge brought by the Opposition, 
that the Ministers had needlessly caused England to enter into unprofitable 
wars. The Earl of Beaconsfield intended to enfeeble Russia by the Berlin 
treaty ; but she has, on the contrary, become stronger, and India has been un- 
necessarily brought into difficulties, His or has led England also into a 
similarly complicated position by undertaking the war with the Zulus. Sir 
Garnet aati was despatched to Zululand with great pomp. Soon after his 
arrival there he telegraphed that the war had ited’ and even intimated 
that the troops would be soon sent back to England. But the war will not, it 
appears, close until the setting in of the next cold season. The recent sad 
occurrente at Cabul has given fresh insult to the English flag, which ought to 
be resented. Poor India will not be able to do it Fh a and England 
must assist her with men and money to accomplish the task which has assumed 
an Imperial form. England must now redeem the promise given by the Ministry 
ata recent discussion in Parliament, that she would share with India the 
cost of the war if it became an Imperial concern. But how would the Minist 
fare at the hands of such Englishmen as do not wish England to embroil herself 
in a war, ‘since the excuse for a scientific frontier for the Indian Empire has 
failed and the English flag has received an insult. (The Indian Spectator (1) of 
the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Yajdan Parast (53) of the 14th September, in alluding to the spposat- 


ment of Mr. F. D. Melvill as Judge of the High Court, 


_ Obseryes that Mr. Melvill observes that the work on the Appellate Side has of 
felt gt 7 ag Met late considerably diminished and that four Judges are 
nc 


not required. Moreover, the Chief Justice only a 

A short time ago recommended that the number of 

Civilian Judges might be reduced by one. Under such circumstances, and when 

reductions are being carried on everywhere, it would seem that the appoint- 
ment of Mr, Melvill to the Bench of the High Court requires explanation. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 14th September also observes that the report 

of the Select Committee of the House of Commons 

Observes that the labours of es to enquire into the overgrown expenditure 
the Select Committee of the of the Indian Public Works, has sorely disappointed 


nea era gga the public which had formed high expectations as to 
grown Public Works expen- the result of its labours. The arguments put forth are 
diture have proyed unsatis- similar to those advanced by the Rdst Goftdér (51) of\ 
factory. ) the 7th instant, and noticed at length in the last 
weekly summary. ~ 
6x P20—9 [con 392] 
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The Samsher Bahddur (57) of the 10th September, but received on the 15th, 

; makes the observation, very frequently made before 
hep: poveramen i Nati .. +P. by the Native Press, that most European officers do not 
*o ome, altar gah mix freely with Natives, and, therefore, do not possess 
any knowledge of their wants. In course of time 
those officers get into the Legislative Councils, and prepare drafts of Acts; but 
are not able to propose such laws as would be acceptable to the people. 
Educated Natives and Native merchants are alone conversant with the wants of 
the people, and they should be Foy gop in sufficient numbers in these Councils ; 
and if the work of preparing Acts is entrusted to them, they will be able 
to propose laws acceptable to the people. Rich persons generally do not know 
the real condition of their fellow countrymen, and hence most of. them do not 
turn out good legistators. If educated merchants were appointed, they would 
be able to suggest the enactment of salutary laws. It behoves the paternal 
British Government to do this, in order that its laudable intentions may be 
carried out. In conclusion, the Samsher mentions the names of several Native 


_ gentlemen who are in its opinion qualified for the honourable post ofa legislator. 


The same observes that Mr. Borrodaile has done a great deal for the people 


of Ahmedabad as regards their municipal comforts 
Pig ue that Mr. cg and conveniences. After mentioning several works 
com tha city of Ahmedabad, Which he has done for them, the Samsher observes 


that the inhabitants are grateful to him and are sorry 
for his approaching departure. 


The Niti Prakésh (61) of the 13th September states that although a great 
eal of money was spent upon the building in which 
ps day aire school-house the Government school at Dakor is located, yet it is 
pelle ~ og ee ae dangerous condition and may come down at any 
time. The authorities concerned are requested 

to examine the building and do whatever may be necessary to make it safe. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (66) of the 15th September, in noticing the recom- 


mendation said to have been made by the Army 

Pe sneatite a Fowir oped Commission, that out of the one hundred and twenty 
ck a a tegen thousand Native soldiers, twenty thousand should be 
| . disbanded, observes that it would not be discreet to 
reduce the Native army. European soldiers cost more than native sepoys. 
Again, the Continental Princes are increasing their urmies; and if a war breaks 
out in Europe, European troops would have to be sent from India. Under such 
a contingency very few troops would be left in the latter country for her pro- 


tection. It seems, therefore, desirable that the number of the European troops 
alone should be reduced. 


_ The same approves of the recommendation said to have been made by the 


Army Commission, that the camps at Deesa and 

pant — — Neemuch should be abolished, and the one made by 
pape Beery the Times of India, that the camp at Kolhépur should 

also be done away with. These recommendations, 
observes the Nydya Prakdsh, will effect an appreciable reduction in the ex- 
penditure of the army without affecting its efficiency, and ought, therefore, to 


‘be adopted. The strength of the camps at many oar stations will also admit 


of reduction, 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (47) of the 14th September complains 

that there is no school at Bilimora for the children of 

Pear Soot the Divan of Hindu and Mahomedan parents. It is strange that 

a tes ph ary : Pte. " while the Gdiikawdd’s Government has opened schools 

Bilimora. ~ “in small villages, none is given to this large town. 
) It is said that in 1877 Sir 

Place, and on the residents pointing out the great desideratum, he promised to 
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aschool. But unfortunately this has not been done. A Gujardti and an 
+ i lish school is maintained here by some charitable Parsi gentlemen, but in 
oth of then Piisei clifldreh alone are admitted. 


The A’ryt Mitra (54) of the 14th September observes that there is a 
| report that those servants of the Gdikawddi State who 
Condemns the alleged strict- gre suspected of keeping communication with news- 
ness Of the Baroda admini- pHaners are kept under strict surveillance, and, con- 
— i. tly, th afraid of writin hin 
publication of news. sequently, they are airaid of writing any thing to 
the press. It is also said that there was a small press 
at Baroda, and a periodical was printed for some time; but the proprietor was 
obliged to sell the concern. If the above report be true, such strictness in 
regard to the press shows that the authorities are afraid that the black side 
of their administration might be exposed, and there can be little difference 
between the misrule which existed before the deportation of Malhdrréw to 
Madras and the existing administration. ' 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


= 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
23rd September 1879. - 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (8) of the 22nd September, in an article on Cabul 
Affairs, says that some English newspapers seem 
Gives reasons for not to entertain doubts of Yakub Khan’s fidelity to 
rey hte ofYakub the British Government, but we think there is no 
ri Go ° , - . 
pe ground for this suspicion. We have no reason for 
considering that the attack on the Residency was 
premeditated, and itis perfectly possible that Yakub Khan may have been 
completely ignorant of it. Besides, the fact that he sent his own son to quell 
the tumult shows that he had no complicity with the mutineers. This argument 
gains additional strength, when it is remembered that one mutineer declared 
that the Envoy and his suite should be dealt with in the first instance, and then 
measures should be taken to punish Yakub Khan. Again, it is mentioned that 
the et which mutinied came from Herat, and knowing, as he did, that 
they disapproved of the treaty of Gundamuck, Yakub Khan ought not to have 
allowed them to enter Bala Hissar. This statement certainly goes to criminate 
him to a certain extent, but it must not be forgotten that those regiments 
murdered their Commander-in-Chief, who was the nominee of Yakub Khan, and 
hence it is extremely unlikely that he had any previous knowledge of the 
rising. Most probably the regiments from Herat became unruly for reasons of 
their own, and then threw off their allegiance to Yakub Khan. The utmost 
that can be urged against him is that he was not so circumspect or farseeing as 
his position demanded. In conclusion, the Indu Prakdsh does not approve of the 
reasons which have led Government to prohibit newspaper correspondents 
from accompanying the different columns of the avenging army, and says that 
this policy 1s calculated to raise doubts in the minds of the public about the 
correctness or accuracy of the news which may be published with reference to 
the events of the ensuing campaign. 


A correspondent of the same states that our rulers used formerly to pay 
much attention to the diffusion of education among 
Says that owing to certain their subjects, but we regret to say that the opposite 
restrictions the existing tendency is now observable. In the Collectorate of 
vernacular schools have Rk what 6 er tv.f | 
become practically useless. nagiri about twenty to twenty-five vernacular 
schools have been closed within the last two years, and 
this result has been brought about by the absurd restrictions which Rabe been 
imposed, For instance, the standard of teaching in a school is regulated by the 
attendance in it, and if that attendance falls below a certain specified number, the 
standard is at once lowered. The consequence is that in most of our vernacular | 
schools the teaching is of the most elementary description, and is usually not 
carried beyond the seeond or third standard adopted by the Educational 
Sepacionant’ If parents wish their children to advance higher, they have to 
_ send them to a distance in order to secure the benefit of advanced teaching, and 
im most cases the people are too poor to afford this luxury. The existing 
schools which were established after many concessions on the part of the 
inhabitants have now become practically useless. It is to be hoped that | 
Government will be pleased to direct their attention to this subject. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 21st September, in discussing the question 

of reductions in the public. expenditure, says that 

mrp preeeiiens onthe under the English Government the etary 
a - a fc agency exists on a large scale, and, besides, a proper 
Sokeaadhiga ~~~ system of subordination is observed among the various 
| offices composing the administration. It is the 
excellence of the machinery of Government which has given such stability to 
é British rule, but we consider that owing to its expensiveness, this 
advantage has been purchased too dearly. For instance, the local High Court, 
which superintends the administration of justice is too expensive for the country, 
and its cost ought to be reduced. This might be done by reducing the number 
of Judges as well as their salaries, and also by applying the clipping process to 
1€ ministerial establishment, which is paid extravagantly and is besides too 
tees for the amount of busiriess which it has to do. From recent indications, 
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4 
it would seem that our rulers were not really in earnest on the subject of 


reducing the public charges. If seven Judges in the High Court are not 


fully employed, we fail to see any necessity for filling up the eighth Judgeship. 
In the same manner we see no justification for creating a third Revenue 
Commissionership. ‘The work of the Revenue Department is mostly of a routine 
character, and is usually done by the Collectors of Districts. e Revenue 
Commissioners are merely channels for carrying on communication between 
Government and the lower revenue officials, and have really very little work to 

rform. Under these circumstances the abolition of this class of appointments 
is very much to be desired in the public interests. For similar reasons the 
Directorship of Public Instruction and the Educational Inspectorships might be 
abolished, and their work might be entrusted to the Educational Secretary to 
Government, to whom an assistant might be given to afford help. In conclusion, 
the writer asserts that there are many appointments in the public service which 
were created solely to give employment to Europeans, and their continuance is 
undesirable. It is to be hoped that our rulers will earnestly direct their attention 
to these suggestions. 


The Dnyén Prakdsh (5) of the 15th September, in commenting upon the 


mie ‘. rier Ryots’ ae Bill, says that it would seem 
08 Oey cay, «=Arom section 55 and the two following, that agreements 
es. sa chee ggg entered into by agriculturists need not aeseneetily be 
written, nor registered ; but that it is obligatory that 

eements which have been reduced to writing should be registered. By 
leaving this loop-hole, money-lenders will begin to lend money on oral agree- 
ments, and enter the same in their account-books. It is true that this Bill will 
prevent sowkars from defrauding their debtors by entering false sums in written 
agreements, but then it is not difficult to imagine cases where the sowkér might 
hand over the sum stipulated to the debtor before the village registrar, and then 
take back a portion of it immediately afterwards. We have not the least doubt 
that our clever Mdérwdris would invent some such artifices to evade the law. 
The expense of i plain documents should not fall either on the creditor or 
debtor, as this might amount to a considerable sum in cases where the bonds are 
for trifling sums. Care also should be taken that the appointments of village 
registrars are not given to Kulkarnies. They are as a class a cunning set, and 
are often instrumental in creating dissensions. If the work of registering 
documents is handed over to them, they might take advantage of their position 
and commit frauds. It would be better to entrust this work to k4rkins in 
the offices of Sub-Judges and Mdmlatddérs, who might be asked to do it 
without any additional remuneration. The supervision of their immediate 
superiors will also be beneficial. Section 58 is calculated to throw additional 
work on the Inspector General of Registration, and this will no doubt be 
urged as a reason for continuing the office. We, however, consider that 
the appointment is altogether unnecessary and might be abolished, and the 


work which is done by him might be handed over to the Collectors and their 


subordinates with great benefit to the public service. It is not clearly stated 
on whom the charge of furnishing copies of registered documents should fall. 
If the debtor is liable, it will only aggravate his difficulties. The mode of 
writing bonds is very prolix. It is, therefore, desirable to have standard forms 
expressed in clear and unambiguous language published for the benefit of the 
public. The several sections of Chapter IX. are intended for the protection of 
indebted agriculturists, and we have no serivus objections to urge against them. 
They all, however, err on the side of being somewhat too inimical to the interests 
of sowkérs, and such a policy is calculated to obstruct trade and impair the 
credit of ryots. The name of the officials charged with the duty of ing 


out the provisions of section 68 is not stated. This omission should be 


The same of the 18th September, in an article on the Deccan Ryots’ Relief’ 
a Bill, says that the reasons which Mr. Hope gave for 
tne X. at eee, introducing sections 68 and the two following into 
Ryots’ Relief Bill. this Bill are not satisfactory. We entirely concur in 
| the fe urged against them by the Honourable 
, and if they are carefully considered im the 
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5 
Select Committee, we have little doubt but that the first two will be expunged. 
If, however, it is gry | considered advisable to retain them, we believe that 
they will increase the su sriay © of the agricultural population. No harm will 
result in excluding Pleaders or Mukhtyars from appearing before Conciliators, but 
the same exclusion will work mischief in the case of village Munsifs, who will be, as 
a rule, utterly ignorant of law. The assistance of legal practitioners will be very 
valuable and will enable them to get through their work easily ; while the cost of 
obtaining it will be inconsiderable. If the object of prohibiting practioners from 
appearing for parties in a cause be to save them expense, then we do not see why 
the charge for giving power of attorney should be thrown on the party furnishing 
it. Mr. Hope would seem to have ili up cudgels against legal practitioners 
to such an extent that he would not allow a relative, servant, or dependent of 
a party who has had the slightest tincture of legal education to appear for him ; 
but it is not clearly stated whether the party or his relative or servant or 
defendant if they happen to be practitioners, are prohibited from pleading. The 
Honourable Mr. Stokes remarked that legal practitioners will not appear without 
remuneration, and that, therefore, Subordinate Judges will have often to carry on 
useless altercation with ignorant litigants, and this will result in the waste of 
valuable time. We euttrely concur in this view. The provisions of section 70 
are admirable, and, if its operation is extended to the rest of the Presidency, the 
result will be beneficial to pauper defendants. The changes made in the 
existing law of limitation, as described in section 73, have our approval. Our 
reasons for not approving sections 73 and 74 have been stated in previous articles, 
and need not be repeated here. Sections 76 and 77 empower the local Govern- 
ment to make rules and fill up omissions. This power is too wideand vague, 
and will not always be exercised with discretion by one or two individuals 
composing the Government as by alarge number of Councillors. The insertion 
of such provisions should be avoided as much as possible in legislative enact- 
ments. In conclusion, the writer says that this Bill is undoubtedly calculated 
to improve the condition of the agricultural population. We hope, therefore, 
that it will be passed with all practicable haste with the amendments which 
we have suggested. The rigidity of the land assessments have undoubtedly 
brought about the present deplorable condition of the Deccan ryots, and we, 


therefore, earnestly hope that some appropriate changes will be made in the 
land revenue system of this Presidency. 


The Mahérashtra Mitra (7) of the 15th September says that the Secretary of 
State for India has ordered the Famine Commissioners 


oor to oe ceof to attend at the India Office at the public expense for 
amine mmiussi1oners ° . . 
in, Mngiend. at. the. public the purpose of settling their report, and that in 


expense. obedience to this summons, those who are in India 

are expected to leave this country soon. The condition 
of the Indian finances is at present so unsatisfactory that Government is 
engaged in making reductions in the existing establishments, and at such a 
Juncture we fail to see the wisdom of incurring additional expenditure. The 
report could be as well prepared in India, and there is no necessity for insisting 
upon the attendance of the members of the Commission in England. 


The Dnydn Chakshu (9) of the 24th September, in its local news, states that 


strict orders have been issued to prevent the people 


Gaeraieine —_ er of the City of Poona from moving out of their houses 
ie tok ulead i, Bho cutog atver_mine o’clock in the night. It is said that this 


their houses after 9 P.u. prohibition has been ordered on account of an increase 

in the number of thefts and robberies; but we cannot 
help remarking that it will be a source of great annoyance to the inhabitants. 
It would have been better if the interdiction which existed against the movement 
of the people after 11 p.u. had been strictly observed. 


The Subodha Patrika (1 2) of ~ 21st os emma! in an article on the — 

| Condition of the Agricultural Population, says that if 

Bo nce nr een does and is cultivated annually and nothing is done to 
proprie- . . . 

tor of land in India. restore the recuperative powers of the soil by the appli- 

cation of manure, its productive powers diminish 


tapidly. In India the relations of the Sovereign to the land are somewhat 
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peculiar. It is understood that the Government is the sole proprietor and 
the ryots are merely tenants at will. This understanding is not entirel 

disadvantageous to the agriculturists in their present degraded condition. To 
construct canals, to bring waste lands under cultivation, to open communications, 
and in fact to do every thing to increase the fertility of the soil are things 


| beyond the capacity of our present impoverished ryots, and as long as this state 


Odserves that persons whose incomes are less than a ar 
“empted from this tax, and it is, therefore, surprising that these men should be 


continues, it is for the benefit of the country that the Government should 
remain the sole landlord. It is, therefore, the clear duty of our rulers to do 
their utmost to increase the material prosperity of the tillers of the soil, but we 


regret to say that this responsibility is rarely felt. Some of our revenue officials 


consider that the soil is capable of yielding much more than it does at present, 


ifonly the farmers possessed the requisite knowledge, and that the land-tax which 


appears exorbitant would not be felt at all.if they knew how to make the utmost 
of their resources. If this view be correct, it behoves our governors to diffuse 
a knowledge of agriculture among the people. Again, itis said that the present 
assessments have been levied for years, and have not been materially increased, 
but it must be remembered that they were levied at a time when the yield of 
the soil was very great, and that it has been steadily diminishing since. Hence, 


it is not right to continue to levy assessments which, although they were light 
formerly, are now really very heavy. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 21st September, in an article on Afghan Affairs, 


_ says that the best thing which can be done under the 

es present circumstances is to annex Afghanistan. Our 
sie Government primarily interfered in the affairs of that 
country in order to prevent Russia from obtaining a footing in it, and, therefore, 
no stone should be left unturned to accomplish this object, although the country 
is sterile and its acquisition may prove costly. By taking permanent possession, 
the Afghans will have been well punished for their fickleness, and besides a 


position will be gained which will enable our Government to keep a strict 
watch on the movements of Russia. 


The same alludes to the reductions which are being made in the Public 


Works and other Departments, and observes that we 
saaek e Lip. omen i ry cannot congratulate Government on the wisdom of the 
paliio service. means devised for carrying them out. In order to 

induce retirements, officers are granted a lump sum 
equivalent to two or three years’ pay besides the pension to which they are 
legitimately entitled. We fail to see how the finances could be relieved by this 
method of discharging superfluous officers. If an officer obtains two or three 
years’ pay in advance, it is the same thing as if he continued in the public 


service, with this additional disadvantage that his services are no longer at the 


disposal of Government. Instead of proceeding on this extravagant plan, it 
would be better if Government resolved not to fill up vacancies for the next ten 
years. Superfluous officers will then be got rid of gradually, and the public 


—e will slowly diminish. Here the writer says that the increase in the 
er of Collectorates which was made only a few years ago was unnecessary, 


num 


and their number might be reducéd in the manner indicated above with great 
relief to the finances. There is also no justification for the continuance of 
& separate Salt Department. Much saving could be made by handing over the 
duties which are now performed by this department to the Collectors of Districts. 


40 cases where it is found necessary to fill up vacant appointments, the new 
incumbents might be employed on reduced pay. — x 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 14th September alludes to the unequal and 


partial incidence of the license-tax, and says that on 


Says that the i f ; 
Pi at haang Sholbpar - the 10th of September a number of barbers had 


iar awed ; ; assembled at a certain spot in Sholépur, and when 
) sain ve is om ie am asked to come on their business they refused on the: 
plea that their razor-cases had been attached on 


account of their inability to pay the license-tax. Upon this the Kalpatars 
. 100 per annum are 


} 
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7 
assessed to the license-tax, when by the highest computation their incomes can- 
not possibly reach that amount. In support of this contention the writer gives 


statistics. 


/ 


The Jalgaon Samdch4r (35) of the 21st September, in its local news, says 
that the Mdmlatddr of Jalgaon has been directed to 
Compiaine of the action of purchase as many horses as could be obtained for the 
the M&mlatdar of Jalgaon in (Qabyl expedition; and that in obedience to this order 
the matter of seizing horses th Sat and h ce al cad : 
for the Cabul expedition. e work of buying horses is being carried on with 
| the greatest vigour. There would have been no cause 
for complaint in this matter if the Ma4mlatddr had acted with perfect impartiality, 
but we regret to say that while he has been forward in forcibly taking the 
favourite animals of native merchants, he has not taken the trouble to seize 
those of the European merchants here. It is the duty of every loyal subject 
to render the utmost aid in his power to his sovereign in times of trouble, but 


at the same time the officials of Government should act with perfect fairness. 


The Sudarshan (37) of the 13th September says that Mr. Spry is an 
| excellent Collector. He is easily accessible to 
cr to nar ig s&h petitioners, and does every thing in his power to give 
aes ' them satisfuction. During the ten months he has been 
in charge of the Collectorate of Shol4pur, he has been most unremitting in his 
exertions in affording relief to famine-stricken people. He has also been most 
considerate in collecting revenue. His temporary absence on privilege leave 
will be a source of regret to the inhabitants of the district. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 25th September severely censures 
Mr. Fernandez, the First Class Magistrate of that city, 
Censures Mr. Fernandez 


ia for refusing to give to a late Municipal servant a copy 
ee of the proceedings regarding his dismissal from office. 


Mr. Fernandez was in August last Chairman of the Municipal Committee, 


and in that capacity he dismissed from office one Bépéldél, an Inspector of 
the Health Department. The latter requested the Chairman to give him 
acopy of the proceedings of enquiry into the charge brought against him, 
but in reply he was informed that the Committee refused to grant his prayer. 
The Municipal servants are, under the Municipal law as well as the Penal Code, 
considered as. Government servants, and if they are not given copies of the 
Se waegen oe regarding the charges brought against them, how are they to 
efend themselves? ‘The refusal is a strange proceeding indeed. The above 
case is a sample of the justice dispensed by Mr. Fernandez during the long 
period he has been in Ahmedabad. The people of this city, observes the 
Hitechchhu ironically, are under deep obligations to Government for havin 
kept him so long among them. They would, however, now be glad to see him 
transferred to some other station where the people might enjoy the inestimable 
advantage of his deep and varied knowledge of law. 


The same ironically observes that Mr. Borradaile has conferred a great 
Sicoee : favour on the people of Ahmedabad by obtaining the 
thang = A : 7 permission of Government to remain two months more 
Ahmedabad the people of 1 that district. The people will now readily 
that District would very like- subscribe to the fund which is being raised to preserve 
thee subscribe to the his memory. If he was not on the spot, it would be 
to ag oe raised no wonder if the subscription committee failed to 
a achieve success in its efforts to raise the fund. The 
Hitechehhu assures the people that Government does not in the least desire that 
the fund should be raised, and it would not be displeased with them if they did 
not contribute. They should thank the subservient Shetias who alone have 
started the fund ‘for this infliction on them in these hard times. The Shetias 
a the subordinates of the Collector, who also are raising subscriptions among 
emselves, are told that they should not expect any favours from Mr. Borradaile 
at present, as he would not like to confer any when subscriptions are being 
taised to preserve his memory. | | 


The same, under the head “ Local,” states that there is a large and deep 


,... well in Saérkhej which has no parapet wall or other 
ei gs Beare a —s protection at its mouth. It is reported that a couple 
Sirkhej to prevent accidents, Of women who had gone there to draw water were 
: drowned during the past few months, The Mémlatdér 
of the taluka is requested to have a railing made to it. 


The Gwardt Mitra (49) of the 21st September also thinks that no good 
Dini f the refusal re280ns have been advanced for refusing to let news- 
pproves of the re 
of Government to permit paper roa tap ses from pig” ae, the Cabul 
newspaper correspondents field force. In the first place the English newspapers 
from accompanying the Cabul alone are likely to send correspondents, and they may 
field foree. not be more than five or sixin number. It is, therefore, 
quite unreasonable to assert that it-would tell on the resources of the army to 
supply provisions to half a dozen non-combatants. The refusal to be responsible 
for their safety is plausible ; but when they willingly undertake the risk, no 
responsibility lies on Government, after it has warned them of the danger 
to which they expose themselves. (The A’rya Mitra (56) of the same date hopes 
that Government will put up with the inconveniences it has mentioned, and will 
allow newspaper correspondents to accompany the field force. If there be 
need for ee any check on their communications, some military officer 
may be empowered to inspect them before they are dispatched.) 


The same states that the people of Wagra are sorry to find that Government 


has of its own accord opened a liquor-shop in their 


Condemns the opening of town, This is teaching the people the vice of 
a liquor-shop in Wagra. drinking 


The Rast Goftdr (53) of the 21st September, in a leader headed ‘ Who 
shall pay ?” observes that the Afghan campaign is 
sh Observes that England +5 be carried on on a grand scale. A railway is to be 
ould bear the cost of the laid d oF ito ak oe A Canal q 
present Afghan campaign. aid down between the Bolan Pass and Candahar, an 
the work will be performed with great speed. No 
body knows how long the war itself will last ; what force will be engaged in it ; 
whether military operations will be confined to Cabul alone or whether the 
will have to be carried on as far as Herat and Badakshan; whether war will 
have eventually to be made with the Russians or the Persians; whether the 
different Afghan tribes will cause annoyance to the invading force; and what 
are the real intentions of the Amir himself in regard to the campaign. It 
appears very probable that the campaign will be a very costly affair. The war 
of 1840 cost sixteen krores of rupees. The expedition of last year cost five 
krores ; and hence it is not wrong to guess that the probable cost of the present 
campaign will not be less than ten krores. If Government wishes to punish 
the Afghans severely for their inhuman conduct in murdering the British Envoy 
and his suite, which it ought to do for keeping up its prestige, it must spend a 
great deal of money on the war. But the question is who shall pay the heavy 
cost? India is too poor to bear it. For meeting the small expenditure of last 
year’s campaign she had to beg England to grant a loan. She is, therefore, 
apparently unable to pay the heavy cost ofthe present campaign. The war has 
how evidently assumed an Imperial form; and it is but right that England 
should defray the cost. If she fails to fulfil this promise, India will break down 
under the burden, the war will not be properly carried on, and England will loose 
her prestige. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (52) of the 22nd September, in writing upon 
this subject, observes that it appears from the expense incurred daily at the present 
stage of the cam aign, that the total expenditure on the war will be ve 
The first seeds of the Afghan difficulty were sown by the measures which England 
adopted against the machinations of Russia. She has been successfully thwarted 
in her designs in Europe, and if in revenge she incites Persia to lay a claim to 
erat, the present campaign will have to /be continued against the Persians 


also, and then the expenditure will be something enormous. India has paid , 


© cost of the last campaign, and is unable to bear any more burden. She is 


d in gratitude to do what she can, and would willingly supply any number 
ah peep It would not be wrong, therefore, for En ae to heat the cost, 


should decide this question at once, so that India may be saved from, 
many difficulties which might otherwise arise.) 
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The same observes that the British Government committed a great mistake 
) in sending Sir Louis Cavagnari to Cabul with a small 
Observes that a grave mis- escort of seventy-five native soldiers. Certainly, the 
take se easy vom ays Envoy ought to have taken with him a much larger 
Ca eich 6 phic, atl retinue, and yet he was sent with a few soldiers. 
This perhaps may have been. done in consequence of 
Yakub Khan’s refusal to receive him with a larger force; and it ought to have 
shown to the British authorities that the Afghans hated the presence of a 
British Envoy at their court, and it was not safe to send him there with a small 
retinue. Again, it must be remembered that the sole object of the last campaign 
was not merely to retain an Envoy at the court of Cabul. Its principal aim 
was to obtain a scientific rectification of thefrontier onthe western boun of 
the Indian Empire ; and when this was secured, the secondary object should have 
been given up under the circumstances noted above. But the English Ministry 
and the Government of India committed a grave mistake in sending an Envoy 


with a small escort, and they will have to answer for it as it involves England 
in @ new war. 


The same heartily approves of the refusal of His Excellency the Governor 


to sanction the proposal of the G. I. P. Railway 
Is glad thatthe Bombay (Company for presenting Rs. 8,000 to Mr. Dewey and 
Severmasor: nes refused to 7.000 to Mr. Bedford as compensation for the trouble 
eed. «SY ~—sand expense to which th t in defendi 
and Bedford. pense to which they were put in defending 
themselves. After briefly describing the circumstances 
under which the prosecutions failed, the Rést Goftér observes that, though it 
cannot be said that the railway employés were guilty of the charge brought 
against them, it may not be wrong to observe that the proposal of the Company 
amounts to a punishment to the public for having suffered from the mismanage- 
ment and the corruption which prevailed in the Goods Department. It is very 


gratifying to find that His Excellency has declined to sanction the proposal, and 


has referred it for decision to the Secretary of State, who, it is hoped, will also 
refuse his sanction to it. 


The Yajdan Parast (55) of the 21st September asks the question what 

_- should the British Government do, since it has seen 

Fe. ed con India 18 the sad result of sending an Envoy to Cabul? and 

e cost of the . , 

present Afghan compaign, answers the query by observing that it should reduce 

the whole of Afghanistan to subjection, and let the 

treacherous Afghans feel its mighty power. Unless this is done, and a large army 

1s maintained in Afghanistan, the life of a British Envoy will not be safe. To 

accomplish this object, however, a large expenditure will have to be incurred, 

and it becomes an important question whether England or India is to bear it. 

Poor India paid the cost of the last campaign, and is altogether unable to bear 

any new burdens. It is certainly a difficult question for her administrators to 
decide as to how far she can bear the burden of the legitimate charges too. 


The A’rya Mitra (56) of the 21st September also points out the desirability 

of reducing the cost of the annual visits of His 

a the ‘eae of the Excellency the Viceroy to Simla; and the necessity 
Slashes thneld Ses Ps the of the native pooonee in Bombay being’ authorized 
that the native policemen in 0 apprehend European offenders. The arguments 
Bombay should be authorized used are the same as those advanced by the Bombay 
a European of- S§amdchdr (50) of the 14th and 16th instant, and 

noticed at length in the last weekly summary. 


The Kaside Mumbai (66) of the 22nd September, in alluding to the stirrin 
events which have been reported to have occurre 
lately in Afghanistan, and to the despatch of the 
avenging army, observes that there is not the least 
doubt that the British forces will take Cabul. But 

Pan | it will take a long time to put down the disturbances 

Which have arisen in almost every part of Afghanistan. For achieving this 

object, ‘a -— expenditure will have to be incurred which India is unable to 

bear. The English nation knows well how to receive from others, but brings 


~ 
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forward a number of excuses when it finds that it is required to give something 
in return. Is this true friendship? asks the Késid Shekh Sddi says “ 
friend in need is a friend indeed.” 


The same of the 26th September, after mentioning some reports recently 
Saye tion of received about the state of affairs in Mg yee 
fey oe Hein"? °F observes that though one rumour charges the Ameer 
f with having proclaimed jehad or religious war against 
the British Government, yet when one considers the fact that he has sent his 
agent, and has in other ways given proofs of his friendship, he must be 
considered innocent of any hostile intentions against our Government. Again, 
it is stated that the Afghans have declared a jehad counting on the support of 
the Russian army which has arrived at Cabul. But this could hardly be the 
case. The Mahomedans are prohibited by their religion from ing on @ 
religious war with the support of a Christian power. The object of the Afghan 
expedition is to protect India from foreign aggression on the north-west frontier. 
There can be no doubt that we can easily retain permanent possession of 
Afghanistan. But will not the inhabitants of that country submit to us, if, 
instead of waiting to oppose the aggression when it comes, we make our would- 
be aggressors impotent to operate against us? ‘The British Government has for 
along time become aware that the Russians are making daily progress in our 
direction. If war is at once declared — this unmannerly an 7 enemy, 
we shall derive many advantages in the future, and all the Mahomedan tribes 
on the side of Afghanistan will seek British protection. On a consideration of 
the popular discussions on the Afghan difficulty, and of the policy adopted by 
our Government towards that country, it seems that our Government committed 
a grave mistake in this matter, the result of which has been that a new expedition 
has had after all to be despatched to that country. Cabul will, no doubt, ba 
taken ; but shall we be able to oppose successfully the Russians and the Afghans, 


if both join together and operate against us? ‘The wiser course is to thrash 
Russia and humble her as much as possible. 


The Broach Samdchar (7 0) of the 25th September, after expressing its 


awe ‘Week’ Uo ‘calor of disapproval of Government servants in responsible 
the Desens of the Broach posts being allowed to remain in one place for a 


ality should be reduced, number of years, states that the Daroga of the 


and he should be transferred Government Distillery at Broach appears to have been 
00 Roun OFNy punts. in his present place for the last seventeen years. He 
is said to have been wentowed in succession to his father, who was also a 
Daroga at the same place and was afterwards pensioned. It is strange that 
while many Darogas at Surat and Balsdr have been transferred to other places, 
the Daroga of Broach should be allowed to remain in one place for such a long 
riod. ‘His duty is simply to recover money, and, therefore, he does not 
eserve such a Bod salary as seventy-five rupees per month. It might, 
therefore, be reduced, and he should be transferred to some other place. There 


ought to be no difficulty in carrying on this suggestion, as the Customs and 
Abkéri Departments are under one and the same officer. 


Municipalities. 


The Guwardt Mitra (49) of the 22nd September states that the annual 


income of the Dékor Municipality is about Rs. 
aan perc angi ag 7,000, and out of this sum nearly eighteen hundred 
Dikor Municipality. “"* are spent in keeping up the establishment. This 


amount is too great and ought. to be reduced. Of 
the remaining five thousand which are spent on Municipal works, the 1 


sum of Re. 1,200 is expended on lighting the town. This is too great, and 
should be curtailed. Unly Rs. 200 are annually expended on the repair 
of roads; and, probably, to enable the Corporation to spend more on this 
useful work, it is proposed to levy a house-tax. But the inhabitants are too 
poor to bear this burden. The Municipality should endeavour to manage within 
its means, and should avoid the necessity of additional taxation. | 
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Native States. 


correspondent of the Gujardé Mitra (49) of the 21st September ~~ i 
Complains thet thre aro Which have no parapet walls or railings to them, and 
ee poll which have no walls or railings to them, an 
abies gy with- several noel happened in consequence. It 

behoves the local authorities to compel their owners 


to make railings or build walls to them, and thereby prevent danger to 
~ human life. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
30th September 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (8) of the 29th September, in an article on Cabul Affairs, 
repeats many arguments which have been already 
; page be yi dition to reported on the question of Yakub Khan’s fidelity to 
inalien — the British Government, and observes that upon the 
whole there is nothing to show that he is either 
disloyal or acting in league with the mutineers. With reference to the work of 
urchasing baggage-animals which is being proceeded with vigour in this 
Presiioney, it is to be hoped that Government will not give any reasonable 
grounds for complaint on the score of payment to persons whose ponies have 
been seized. There are also other matters which are deserving of notice at this 
crisis. When the news of the massacre of the British Resident and his suite 
in Cabul reached India, the various Native Princes at once offered to place their 
respective forces at the disposal of His Excellency the Viceroy, and some even 
volunteered to lead them in person. ‘This proceeding ought at once to negative 
any suspicion of disloyalty which seems recently to have taken possession of the 
minds of our rulers, and to show that Government has nothing to fear from 
continuing the existence of the armies of Native States. In conelusion, the 
writer hopes that India will not be saddled with the cost of this campaign, 
particularly in her present financial difficulties, since the Afghan war has been 
the result of complications in Europe, and was originally undertaken in defence 
of the interests of England. 


The same, in another article, gives the substance of the Honourable Mr. 
Ashburner’s speech on the introduction of the Khoti 
Comments on Mr. Ashbur- Bill into the Legislative Council, and observes that, in 


ner’s speech on the introduc- ore : 3 
tion of the Khoti Billinto the “°0Vering it, the Honourable Member freely used 


Legislative Council. opprobrious epithets, of which we areunable to take 

—— proper notice on account of the terrors of law. 
According to Mr. Ashburner, the rights of Khots did not exist anterior to the 
times of the Peishwas, but this opinion is altogether indefensible. Mr. Pelly, 
in his Revenue Report for the year 1819, stated that although the origin of Khoti 
tenures cannot be ascertained with certainty, yet they can be traced as far back 
as the reign of Nizam Shah. Besides, the Government of Bombay has, in various 
Resolutions, acknowledged that Khotitenures are more than two hundred years 
old. Here is therefore an immense difference between Mr. Ashburner and the 
Bombay Government to begin with. From the information which we have in 
our possession, we believe that Khoti tenures are even of older date. Hence 
it will be seen that the dictum of Mr. Ashburner is altogether without foundation. 
Again, the Honourable Member stated that there were no judicial tribunals in 
_ the times of the Peishwas, and that, therefore, whatever rights or privileges any 
one possessed were originally obtained, and subsequently maintained by the 
sword. We are not in a position to judge how far this statement is justifiable ; 
_ but even if it be true, it is certainly strange that the British Government should 
have respected the rights of the Khots so long, and should now wish to give 
them validity by a legislative enactment. In our opinion the Khots did not 
obtain their rights by the sword, because if such had been the case, there 
would have been instances of their acting in opposition to Government. But 
nothing of the kind has been discovered. They used regularly to recover the 
land revenue from their tenants, and pay the same to the Peishwas. This 


clearly shows that the rights of Khots were admitted by the Peishwas themselves. 


The intentions of Government in bringing forward this measure are laudable. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 28th September, in an article on Cabul Affairs, 
hi | says that the preparations for the Afghan Expedition 
ag oe Pore the are being carried on in the most vigorous manner, 


; and the English newspapers are encouraging the 
soldiers to inflict. terrible chastisement on the Afg The English soldiers 


are renowned for their valour, and when once their blood is up, they are capable 
of carrying their fury to any-length. Besides, the will have to contend against — 
& fanatical, wudingtohenad and disunited people, and there can, therefore, © no 


4’ 


doubt that they will easily sueceed in their enterprise. The Zulus fought 
yaliantly but they were ultimately conquered. We have no doubt that a 
similar fute will soon overtake the Afghans ; but it is a rather difficult question 
to consider what is to be the future of Afghanistan when it has been once 
subjugated. There are, no doubt, certain advantages in annexing the territory. 
In the first place the necessity of sending future expeditions to Afghanistan 
will be avoided, and when the frontier of the English dominions is brought into 
close proximity with that of Russia, our rulers will be able to prevent. the 
machinations of their enemies. Moreover, on account of their contiguity, both 
England and Russia will have to place a check on their propensity to increase 
the area of their respective empires, since a rupture between them will be pro- 
ductive of frightful consequences to them and to the world. These considera- 
tions will no doubt be urged in favor of taking permanent possession of that 
country. But there is another side to this question. The Afghans are a savage 
and fanatical race, and have a deadly antipathy to foreigners. They are also 
noted for their treachery. ‘To subdue bck a people and make them amenable 
to control is a difficult task. A large army will have to be permanently located 


in order to keep them down, and it becomes an important question how the cost 


of this foree is to be met. Afghanistan is too poor to yield sufficient revenue 
to meet the expenditure of an expensive English army, and the financial 
difficulties of India are so great that it is absurd to expect any help from her. 
Besides, it is extremely doubtful whether England will contribute to the support 
of a permanent garrison in Afghanistan. She may give something “aioe 2 the 
cost of the present expedition, but any future assistance will not be forthcoming. 
The financial difficulties in the way of the annexation of Afghanistan will be 
insuperable. Again, it is questionable whether the desire for increasing the 
limits of their empires will cease when the frontiers of the English and Russian 
dominions are conterminous. It is possible that the close proximity of two 
such giants as England and Russia may give rise to misunderstandings between 
them, and ewe lead to frightful consequences. We do earnestly hope that 


our rulers will deeply ponder on these questions before they determine to annex 
Afghanistan. 


The same, in another leader, gives the substance of the speech of the Honour- 

; able Mr. Ashburner delivered on the introduction of 

Comments on the speech the Khoti Bill into the Legislative Council, and says 

widgets Mr.Ashburner that we deeply regret that the Honourable Member 
3 uction of the : ‘ : 

Khoti Bill into the Legis- Should have used opprobrious epithets on an occasion 

lative Council. when an amicable settlement was to be made between 

_ the Government and the Khots. According to Mr. 

Ashburner, the Khots do not possess any hereditary rights, and their demands 

are baseless. If this be so, it is strange why Government should be willing to 

give them validity by a legal enactment. Up to this time we have never heard 

of instances where Government has given legal sanction to false claims, nor are 


_ the Khots themselves so strong as to force our rulers to yield to them. This 


being so, we fail to understand the wisdom of Mr. Ashburner’s remarks. He 
has not.shown himself to advantage ; for, he has been the means of introducing a 
measure, the object of which is to legalise claims which according to him have 
no existence whatever. We have never before come across such an example 
of consummate statesmanship. One reason which the Honourable Member 
assigned for settling the question of Khoti tenure was that many persons from 
the Konkan were in the military employment of Government, and that it was 
necessary to legalise the claims of the Khots in order to keep the inhabitants 
of that part of the country loyal. If this argument is valid, it is quite clear 
that the present mode of administration is not different from that which prevail- 
ed in times past. We are not singular in considering that Mr. Ashburner’s 

nguage was unnecessarily harsh and uncalled for. Our contemporary the 
Times of India has recently noticed the same as it deserved. We are sorry 
that Mr, Ash burner, instead of helping Mr. Crawford in his arduous duties in 
settling the claims of Khots, should have pursued a course calculated to retard 


the progress of that settlement. — 
2uP4—10 [con 413] 


% 
ey ‘ 
'” oh 
Pb. 
i. Wa.* 
ore 
Pee 
ak, 
: 
3 as 
— » 
~* 


. "4 — ot Re a Tee EE 
j aT ert ; to le P. es ee 
> eee Baia . xi BJ rss 75. Vue - woo - : 
OP fy had ile eee jj Se - 


‘The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 22nd September, in a long article, contends 


that the appointment of Réo Bahddur Chintaman 
ee eee appointment = Succaram é itnis as Sub-Judge is not in accordance 
Cr pJudge is not legal. With the provisions of Section 22 of Act XIV. of 

1869, and in support of this contention urges a variety 
of arguments. The writer is of opinion that the decisions passed by the Rédo 
Bahddur since his appointment are null and void in law, and requests 


the Government of Bombay and the High Court to investigate this point and 
settle it. 


The same of the 29th September, in an article on the Present State of the 
<r * o. eer cannot say a word in favour of the police of this 
Soren. ee Their want of energy in getting at the right 
clue to offences has of late become so notorious that 
the citizens of Poona are at a loss to believe that there exists such a thing as 
a police force to afford protection to life and property. House-breaking, dacoi- 
ties and thefts have been rampant in the most crowded parts of Poona. We 
have known of night robberies having occurred at a distance of fifty paces 
from the police chowkey, and no trace has been found of the burglaries. From 
May last Government has been endeavouring to put the police of Poona in 
order. For some months there was a large influx of police officers here. The 
- late Police Inspector Mr. Trenn was succeeded by Réo Bahddur Hari Narayan, 
but the state of things, instead of improving, has gone from bad to worse during 
the Réo Bahddur’s time. Crime has increased, and dacoities have become more 
numerous. Well-to-do persons have employed sepoys and rdmoshis at their 
own cost for their protection. The inhabitants of Poona pay yearly for police 
charges, and it is intended to increase still the Municipal contribution to the 
lice, and yet the people have no adequate protection ficien the police after all. 
Major Daniell, the Police Superintendent, is a most efficient officer, and he has 
displayed his ability for putting down dacoities and keeping order on man 
conspicuous occasions. After the burning of the palaces of Wisrdmbdg and 
Budhawér, when absurd rumours prevailed about the complicity of educated 
Bréhmans with the dacoits, he acted in a straight forward manner, and did 
not wrong any one. This behaviour redounds greatly to his credit, but not- 
withstanding his high qualifications, it is astonishing that he should be unable 
to effect any improvement in the Poona police, or to find proper instruments 
for effecting it. Rdo Bahddur Hari Narayen is unfit for his post, as is evident 


from what has been going on in Poona during the last four months. His action — 


has made matters worse. His object seems to be to obtain convictions any how, 
and prevent accused persons from getting legal assistance. It is said that the 
recent order prohibiting the inhabitants of Poona from stirring out of their 
houses after 9 p.m. has been issued on his suggestion. We think this prohibi- 
tion is not legal, and the police are liable to be called to account for their illegal 
acts. We believe that thefts, robberies and dacoities will not diminish by this 
_ Measure. It will only cause annoyance to the population. Wdasudev Bulwant 

Phadke has been apprehended, and dacoities have almost ceased, and under these 
circumstances we do not see any adequate ground for restricting people from 
moving out of their houses after certain hours during night. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 29th September alludes to the massacre of the 
British Envoy and his suite at Cabul, and says that 
the disaffected regiments should have taken their 
revenge on Yakub Khan, but since they did not do so, 
it would seem as if he had some hand in bringing about the lamentable event. 


A roves of the annexation 
of y 8 ders 


€ news which has subsequently come to our knowledge confirms this view, 


and a letter recently published in the Civil and Military Gazette points in the 
Same direction. It is also stated that the Ameer is exciting the people between 
Cabul and Lalpur to rise. Upon the whole we are inclined to the opinion that 
the insurgents are receiving the support of Yakub Khan and his officers. After 
_ Teferring to the opinions of English statesmen and the Press in England on the 
subject of the annexation of Afghanistan, the writer proceeds to state that the 
’pprehensions which are entertained in certain quarters about the complications 
_ Which might ensue when the frontiers of the English and Russian dominions 


City. Police in Poona, says that we are sorry that we | 
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are brought in close contact, appear to us to be somewhat visionary. There is 
less danger in having a Tolloll Revseemens like that of Russia for our neigh- 
pour instead of an unsteady and savage race like the Afghans. We are clearly 
of opinion that our rulers should not hesitate to annex Afghanistan. Such a 
policy will be productive of incalculable benefits, and will get rid of a trouble- 
some neighbour. We also consider that the cost of the present expedition as 
well as the expense of the occupation of Afghanistan can be recovered from that 
country. It maintains an army of forty thousand troops, and hence to say that 
it is poor is simply absurd. It is usual to recover the expenses of a campaign 
from the invaded country, and we do not see any reason why a different course 
should be followed in the ease of Afghanistan. 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra(7) of the 2nd October says that up to this time 
newspaper correspondents were freely allowed to 

rderof move, and there were no restraints against them of 
Government ‘n esc ee _any kind. But we are very much concerned to learn 
wel ge Sos “the that newspaper correspondents have been prohibited 
Afghan Expedition, from accompanying the Afghan Expedition. It is 

; alleged that the army will have enough to do in 
attending to ite own safety, and that since great difficulty has been already 
experienced in supplying provisions to the soldiers, Government cannot 
guarantee the safety of newspaper correspondents, nor undertake to supply 
provisions to them. Itis of course evident that under these circumstances 
there will be only one source for obtaining information about the events of the 
campaign, and the correctness or accuracy of the information sodoled out will 
always be an open question. In order to remove the bad impression which 
may be created in the public mind, Government should cancel its order on this 
subject. The safety of the newspaper correspondents is their own affair, and 


Government need not take more trouble in supplying provisions to them than it 
does to its own soldiers. 


The Bodha Sudhékar (8) of the 1st. October alludes to the order of 
Government on the subject of purchasing baggage- 
Makes suggestions with animals for the Afghan Expedition, and states that 
respect to the purchase of when Mdmlatdars seize ponies and send them to the 
ponies for the Cabul Expedi- ey nee ale 
8g ead-quarters of the district, no proper arrangements 
are made with respect to the feeding of the animals, 
or of the persons who lead them. We do not know who is responsible 
for this dereliction of duty, Government should pay all the expenses which 
may be incurred from the time of the seizure of the animals till they have 
been actually bought, or in case they are not purchased then until the time 
that they reach the places from which they were originally brought. Tolls 
should also not be demanded for them, and when they are rejected, a 
certificate of rejection should be given to the owners, in order to prevent the 
same animal from being captured again. We do hope that the authorities 
concerned will give their attention to these suggestions. 


5 
The Arunodaya (13) of the 28th September says that the steamer which 
pee between Ulwa and Bombay. keeps very irregular 
Says that the steamer hours, and hence the passengers are put to great 
st re Wh oes — pi trouble and inconvenience. Sometimes it reaches the 
hus,  - ~~ harbour of Bombay so late as 10 o’clock p.m., and the 
passengers who intend to travel further have to 
shift as well as they can during the night. Sometimes it anchors at some 
ustance from the landing place, and hence the people are put to additional 
expense, and their lives are sometimes in danger, owing to the boisterousness of 
the sea. It is to be hoped that the authorities concerned will take steps to 
remove the inconvenience complained of. 


The same says that since the Branch Railway from Karjat to Khopowli has 
heen closed for traffic, the merchants of Panvel and 
the neighbouring télukas have suffered in their trade, 


Disapproves of the order of 


_ Recommends the re-qpen- 
ing of the Branch Railway 


from Karjat to Khopowli, © 9nd it is stated that petitions have been presented to 

ae avant induce the authorities concerned to work this line. 

If it 18 opened again for traffic, it will not cause any loss to the Company, while 
3NP4—10. [con 413] | ' 
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the advantages to the inhabitants of the Thana district will be considerable. 
For these reasons we trust that our worthy Collector will do his utmost to have 
The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 28th September says that miost of the houses 


in the town of Sangameshvar in the Collectorate of 
Recommends the removal Ratndgiri were burnt down about 4 couple of years 


~ invao’ Mi be Bars a ago, and since then the offices of the Subordinate Judge 
u 


and Mémlatd4ér have been removed to Dewrukh. 
Dewraks to unewmee'vs. ‘This town is extremely: inconveniently situated. with 
respect to the villages in the taluka, and besides, there is no er accommnio- 
dation for the location of the offices of the Sub-Judge and Mém atdér. There is 
-no trade here of any kind, and it is altogether an unimportant place. The case 
is otherwise with Sangameshvar. This town is situated on a river, and on one 
of the most frequented roads in the district. There is here considerable trade, 
and ships laden with commodities go from this place to Bombay and other 
ports. Altogether the town is extremely conveniently situated for the inhabi- 
tants of the taluka, and it is to be hoped, therefore, that Government will be 
pleased to transfer the offices of the Sub-Judge and Mamlatdér to this station. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 26th September, in an article on the Cost of the 


| Afghan War, says that we are sorry to be again obliged 
Says that the cost of the to write on this subject. If the past be any guide to 
ea cae gee _the future, we do not think justice will be done on 
India. this occasion. That this war was not undertaken for 
the defence of India, has been admitted by Lord 
Beaconsfield. It has arisen out of complications in Europe, and the Government 
of India has been ordered to prosecute it by the English Cabinet. Every im- 
partial judge will admit that it is not just to throw its expense on India, and if 
the injustice of this measure is not apparent to the English Ministers, we think 
they are not fit to hold their responsible positions. It is difficult to estimate 
the cost of the present campaign. From the fact that there is commotion all 
over Afghanistan, the settlement of the country will be a troublesome affair, and 
will be very costly. ‘The war of 1839 cost fifteen krores of rupees. Circum- 
stances have since changed, and it will not do merely to go there and thrash the 
Afghans, and then return. The whole country must be subjugated and reduced 
to order. We do not think that the Ameer is disloyal to the British Govern- 
ment, and this circumstance is greatly in favour of a speedy termination of the 
hostilities. The last campaign cost three krores of rupees, which had to be 
borrowed from England on account of the inability of India to meet that sum. 
We consider that the expenditure of the present expedition will be vastly in 
excess. India will be utterly unable to bear it, and the bankruptcy of the 
country, of which our rulers seem apprehensive, will soon become an accom- 
plished fact. Lord Lytton appears to be careless about this matter. He is 
evidently regardless of the interests of the two hundred and forty millions of 
_ people committed to his care. His object seems to be to carry out the orders 
of his superiors in England. It is not likely that the English Ministry will 
make itself unpopular by suggesting to throw the cost of the Afghan Expedition 
on the people of England. In the present crisis it is clearly the duty of Lord 
Lytton to insist upon the English Cabinet to give a decision on this subject. 


The Bombay Samdchér (50) of the 29th September is surprised that because 
a couple of burglaries have happened in Poona, the 


. Complains of an order police of that station should have issued an order that 
issued by the Police of Poona 


prohibiting the citizens from 20 citizen should stir out of doors after 9 P.m.. A 
moving out of doors after Similar order was issued when dacoities prevailed in 
9 PM. the Deccan. ‘The times were exceptional, and no 

, complaint about the inconvenience caused by that 
_ Order was made. It was subsequently withdrawn. To revive it, because two 


a common burglaries have occurred, does not speak well of the efficiency 
of the 


city in 


which the Bombay Government resides for some months of the year, 


_ &8d particularly when Major Daniell, the gallant Officer who apprehended 
Wasu by, caused 


dev Bulwant Phadke, commands the police. The prohibitio 


police. It is surprizing that such an order should have been issued in a — 
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inconvenience to the citizens, and it is to be hoped, therefore, that it will 
removed. | | 
The same of the 1st October, in alluding to the proclamation issued by 


General Roberts to the people of Cabul, observes that 


Observes that it is not it asks such inhabitants as did not take a part in the 
humane to ask the 


t the peaceful’ massacre of the British Embassy, to take precautions 
Tid abs procaataondsy for their own safety as well as that of their families, 


- measures for their own safety, and warns them that whoever is found armed in the 


7 after its capture by the British Government, will 


be treated asan enemy. But it does not seem proper that the peaceful inha- 


_bitants should be advised fo desert the town or to place themselves in greater 


danger than they are already in. The city is in the hands of the rebels, and 
those inhabitants, who have a leaning towards the British Government, 
must be in danger of being tyrannized. Under these circumstances, where 
can the poor people go for their safety? It does not seem proper to tell 
them that if they do not adopt precautionary measures, they would have to 
remain in fear of the British sobittsek also. It cannot be believed that, for 


punishing the rebels, the whole city will be given up to the swords of the victori- 
ous British soldiers, or will be consigned to flames. 


A correspondent of the same of the 3rd October states that a oreat deal of 

_ traffic exists between Khergaum and Valsdd, but since 

Requests the authorities the road between these wa st has several holes in it, 
r 


concerned to construct a : : 
leniged road between #24 has not been properly repaired, accidents have 


Khergaum and Valséd. frequently occurred to carts and bullocks. The autho- 


rities concerned are requested to construct a macada- 
mized road, as it will alone be able to withstand the heavy traffic. 


The same of the 4th October, in alluding to the telegraphic news about 

7 the opinions formed by Mr. Caird as to the causes of 

Approves of the sugges- the distress produced by the frequently recurring 

tions made by Mr. Caird for famines, and the means he has suggested for mitigat- 
the mitigation of distress . : “ais: ‘ 

caused by famines. ing it, observes that they fully coincide with the 

sentiments which we have often expressed on this 

all-engrossing subject. The suggestions now put forward in the abstract 

will be presently embodied in the report of the Famine Commission, and Gov- 

ernment will do well to give without delay its serious attention to the adoption 

of those measures after the Commission’s report has been laid before it. 

If this is done, the distress proceeding from the recurring catastrophes will be 

considerably mitigated, and the country will be vastly benefited. 


The Jdme Jamsed (51) of the 29th September observes that the country 


liquor shop-keepers of Bombay who had repaired to 
sla Pots dor coobing tices Poona to present to His Excellency the Governor 


in Bombay, and who solely Personally their petition, is said to have received a 


depend for their maintenance reply from His Excellency that the petition should 
on their earnings, will be per- be sent to him through the post. The petitioners 
mi®s, © bold them during gre led to believe from this reply that His Excellenc 
does not wish to give any more attention to their 
eal hek But they are mistaken in this supposition. His Excellency is a 
kind-hearted and merciful ruler, and’ is ever anxious to relieve from , Sei 
the subjects of Her _— Majesty. He is sure to do all he can for their 
relief. The best evidence of this trait in His Excellency’s character is the 
addresses presented to him in his last tour in the Southern Maratha Country for 
the measures adopted by him for the relief of the famine-stricken people. If 
is Excellency has refused a personal interview, he must have done so in 
“consequence of his being deeply engaged in the: work connected with the 
Afghan Expedition, or on account of being desirous to get the petition through 
the usual channels. His Excellency is bound to increase the revenue as much 
as he can, and has, therefore, decided to sell the licenses by public auction. 
But it is said that most of the holders of the licenses got them as a reward for 
uable services rendered by them to Government; that several of them have 
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been holding the licenses for one or two generations; and that some of them 
are old, in reduced circumstances, and are solely dependent for their maintenance 
upon the profits of their trade in liquor. If all the licenses are sold by auction, 
they are sure to fall into distress. His Excellency will, it is hoped, take pity, 
at allow them to hold their licenses during their lives. Their number, however, 
js not large, and, hence, the above arrangement will not cause an appreciable 
reduction in the estimated increase from an auction sale of the licenses. The 
work of ascertaining which of the license-holders are deserving of this indul- 
gence may be left to Sir Frank Souter and Sir Jamsetji Jijibhoy. 


The Rast Goftdér (53) of the 28th September; in alluding to the complaint 
Aa iis Shin Meatinnds made by the students of the Deccan College, that 
the Governor will correct th, Mr. Forrest, the newly appointed Professor of Mathe- 
mistake he has made in Matics, is unable to teach that science properly, 
appointing an incompetent observes that the appointment is objectionable in two 
person to the Mathematical wavs, In the first place, a native should have been 
Chair in the Deccan College. appointed to the vacant chair, as it had been credit- 
ably filled by a native for a long time. Mr. Kurkaray had for a long time 
acted as Professor of Mathematics, and should have been permanently appointed 
to that post; and if his appointment was not agreeable, soine other native 
mathematician should have been selected. Mr. Forrest’s want of knowledge 
of mathematics is said to have induced the Principal of the College, the Director 
of Public Instruction, and a Member of the Executive Council to disapprove of 
the appointment; but His Excellency the Governor nominated him in spite of 
their opposition. The students have now brought forward Mr. Forrest’s 
inability to teach mathematics to the notice of the Principal, who has tem- 
porarily appointed another person, and has referred the question to Government 
through the Director of the Public Instruction. The new Professor being a 
nominee of His Excellency, it is feared that the students will incur the serious 
displeasure of Sir Richard Temple for making this complaint. But the very 
fact that the head of the Educational Department has admitted it, goes a great 
deal in support of its truth. It is, therefore, hoped that His Excellency will 
duly consider the subject, and, instead of censuring the students, correct the 
mistake he has made in appointing an incompetent person. 


The Yajddn Parast (55) of the 28th September observes that the recent 
increase in the duty levied on toddy throughout the 
Observes that the increase Bombay Presidency is likely to lessen rather than 
madein the duty levied on : 
toddy is likely to lessen the #Ugment-the income derived from that source. It is 
income from that source. said that many poor people of Gujarat, who owned 
: date-trees, thought Government would never do away 
with the increase made in the duty, and have, therefore, cut down their trees— 
a large number of which have been thus destroyed. If this be true, the income 
from this source will diminish, and the loss will continue for several years, since 
‘it takes more than five years from planting before a date-tree begins to produce 
toddy. Who will make up this loss? Is it to be re-imbursed by levying a new 
tax on the wretched drawers of toddy ? 


The same complains that the tariff for inland telegraphic messages is exor- 
aa bitant, and needs to be reduced. One rupee is charged 
lower the tariff for inlang ‘OF every six words for messages from private indivi- 
telegraph messages. duals ; and for press-messages a rupee is charged for 
; | every twenty-four words. No decrease in these rates 
18 allowed in case of long messages, and no message of more than two hundred 
words is accepted for despatch at any one time. The above charges appear 
exorbitantas compared with those existing in the Province of Victoria in Australia, 
where & press-message is charged at seven pence for the first one hundred words, 
and six pence for every subsequent fifty words. The high Indian rates prohibit. 
the public from taking full advantage of the telegraph. From the lowering of) 
postal rates and railway fares Government must be convinced that, the lower 
are the charges, the higher is the income. This experience ought to induce 
it to lower the telegraph tariff in the interests of the public. Relay 
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The Satya Mitra (64) of the 28th September observes that several native 

| liquidators, agents, and others who are entrusted by 

Requests the Judges of the the Bombay igh Court with the work of the liquida- 
c 


Bombay High Court to exer- tion show much greed in the discharge of their 
cise strict supervision over 


Fhges ii duties, and benefit their associates or dependants at 
—— canesitamaud the expense of the concerns under liquid ation. It 
behoves the Judges, therefore, to exercise strict 
supervision over their work. They should not be permitted to get the 
necessary orders in connection with their work, signed by any J udge they 
choose, since a Judge not conversant with the matter might unknowingly sign 
an improper order. | 
Almost all the papers of this week express great satisfaction with the result 
sof the trial of Nursey Kesowji. They consider the 
Are glad at = a waeeee punishment neither too little nor too heavy, and hope 
and punishment of Nursey that the sad end of this quondam millionaire will 
“si : convey a proper lesson to other merchants who may 
have a predeliction to reckless trading at the cost of others. It is expected 
that an immediate improvement in the commerce of Bombay, particularly in 
the matter of the local mill-industry will take place. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdch4r (50) of the 3rd September, writing 

from Valsid, complains that almost all the roads of 

Asks the Municipality of that town have been damaged by the recent rains; 

Valsid to repair the a and requests the Corporation to repairthem. He also 

— a aga S states that some of the rails of the tank near which the 

school-building stands, are broken. The school-boys 

often play on the brink of the tank, and recently one fell into the water, but 

fortunately was not drowned. It behoves the Corporation to repair the broken 
railings at once to avoid similar accidents in future. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (68) of the 29th September complains that ghee mixed 

_. _- with fat is sold in the bazar of Surat. The mixture is 

Py a ry a gg injurious to health, and objectionable to the Hindus 

of adulterated food stuffs. 0 religious grounds. The Municipality of Surat is 

requested to appoint an Inspector of Markets, and 

authorize him to prohibit the sale of adulterated ghee or milk and rotten 
vegetables, as they are injurious to the health of consumers. 


Native States. 


The Jéme Jamsed (51) of the 1st October states that of all the States of 

Kathidwar, that of Bhévnagar has been most unfortu- 

Censures the Thikor of nate in regard to the distress suffered by its people 

Bhavnagar for not affording from the recent famine. Large numbers of them roam 
relief to his distressed sub- . : 2 

jects. about in Bombay and several parts of Gujardt in 

search of food. Even in and about the town of 


_ Bhavnagar itself many such persons are to be seen. But the Chief of that State 
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has as yet done agit, Se their relief. It was highly meritorious in him to 


give large sums for making additions to the R4éjkumar College and to build a 


bridge over the river at Rajkot. But notwithstanding, the neglect of his own 
subjects is censurable. The paramount power which so praiseworthily spent a 
great deal of money for the relief of its famine-stricken subjects, ought to induce 
its tributary Princes to protect their respective subjects from falling victims to 
famines ; and if they do not follow the good example set oy it, to exercise 
promare on them that they may not shirk their saaied duty. The Jdéme Jamsed 

as more than once laid this subject before Government, but the Political Agent 
of K4thidwdr does not seem to have adopted the suggestion. It behoves Gov- 
érnment, therefore, to ask him to do so. The fall of rain this year has been 
timely and plentiful, and promises an abundant harvest. But the new crops 
will not be gathered in oF ok the Divali holidays, and until then the distressed 
people will have to be provided for by their Chief. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
Tth October 1879. | ; 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 

The Indian Spectator (1) of the 5th October alludes to the death of a punkha 
| ) cooly caused by kicks and cuffs admini by a 
Says that the Station European Station Master on the East Indian Railway 

Master on the Kast — named Fox, and to his subsequent trial at 
Railway ee eit a aithe 90d observes that the accused has been let off 
ight punishment. with a fine of only two hundred rupees. This 
punishment is extremely light and may be considered 
as a “ premium for future murders.” Occurrences similar to the celebrated Fuller 


~ Case are still the order of the day. 


The same regrets that His Excellency the Governor has decided to continue 

Mr. Forrest in the Mathematical Chair at the Deccan 

Disapproves of Mr. Forrest (College, particularly when his inability to teach 

: Socdietar if alienetlon ~~ mathematies has been glaringly demonstrated. His 

Excellency should not have interfered in this matter, 

at least to the extent he has done, and should have allowed Mr. Chatfield to do as 

he thought best under the circumstances. His Excellency has committed two 

mistakes in this matter—first in selecting Mr. Forrest, and then in persisting in 
- retaining him in the same place. | 


The same does not approve of the course adopted by His Excellency the 
Viceroy towards the Calcutta Statesman. Lord Lytton 

rn ap ingg of the course has of late shown himself extremely sensitive with 
adopted by the cere respect to public criticism. This he ought not to do. 
“nhaie sy  iaeaiely * The conditions imposed by the Government of India 
on the Statesman newspaper were so exacting that 

they could not be observed with any sense of self-respect. It does not become 


His Lordship in his high position to show an aversion to public criticism. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 6th October, in one of its principal leaders, 
gives the substance of the rules published in the 
Says that therules on the (Government Gazette of the 25th September, on the 
subject of sanitation recent- subject of the sanitation of towns and villages, and 
Ted tex thie ¢ silees tea says that they are not well adapted for this country, 
and it will be difficult to carry them out into practice. 
In England these rules are enforced by means of a legislative enactment, but even 
there they have not sueceeded in accomplishing the object which the framers 
have had in view. Besides, the manners and customs of the natives of India 
fre so very different from those of the peoplein England, that the rules which 
could be worked easily in the latter country will be inapplicable here. It is of 
course very proper to encourage cleanliness, but then the means by which it is 
to be attained should be within the reach of the people of India. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 9th October, in an article headed ‘‘ Imperial 
Rule,” says that it is to be regretted that Government 
males Paper as - is getting more imperious every day in its treatment 
wile ta India. SS StCtCS~Ct*éf ‘its. Subjects, and that the importance of courts of 

5 as justice is gradually diminishing. Government officials 
dislike any criticism of their acts, and they endeavour in every possible way to 
put down those who dare to criticise them. As an instance in point, the writer 
mentions the refusal of the Government of India to furnish the Calcutta 
Statesman with items of intelligence relating to the Afghan war, because the 
latter happened to make some uncomplimentary remarks with reference to the 
news furnished by the Press Commissioner. The case of Kaisirule Akhbar is 
also similar. It was stated in this newspaper that Mr. Buck, the Director of 
Agriculture in the North-West Provinces, kicked a native. Upon this Mr. 
Markham , the Magistrate of Allahabad, sent for the Editor, and after 
stating that Mr. Buck denied the truthfulness of the statement, at once desired © 
him to publish a retractation. It seems that Mr. Markham holds peculiar 
‘Yiews on the correctness or incorrectness of an occurrence. In his opinion 
the denial of Mr. Buck about a certain event in which he was personally 
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eoncertied, and about which there is difference of o 


inion is quite sufficient to 


prove its falsity. This mode of deciding disputed cases is unknown. It is 
opposed to law and morality. Upon the whole the condutt of Mr. Markham 


is very eXtraordinary. We hear that the proceedings in this case are now 
before the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Provinces, and it is to be 
hoped that that high authority will do justice in this matter. 
The Suryodayda (6) of the 6th October, in one of its principal leaders, says 
cave thab nctwithistiindings that pauperism is visible everywhere in this Presi- 
the ey yelience of the British dency. ‘Trades and professions of all kinds have 
administration, the masses declined, and those who practise them find it difficult 
have been reduced to indi: to eke out even a scanty subsistence. The condition 
gence. of the agricultural population is miserable in the 
extreme. A short tinie ago we spoke to an assembly of aged persons to the 
effect that they must be happy under the British Government, since there now 
existed regular tribunals for the administration of justice, that there was no 
farming of the revenue, and that the evil of dacoities and of marauding expeditions 
like those of the Pindharis had disappeared. They replied that this statement 
was undoubtedly true. Our rulers have established schools for the instruction 
of their subjects, and have spread a net-work of railways and telegraphs over the 
country. But notwithstanding, the masses are unable to avail themselves of 
these advantages on account of their poverty. After toiling hard, the labourers 
do not get a full meal daily and cannot afford to buy clothing. The money-lenders 
refuse to lend money for want of security. Moreover, every thing belongs 
absolutely to Government. Agriculturists are forbidden to bring fuel from the 
jungles, and are not allowed to graze their cattle on the public pastures. These 
and various other restrictions which might be mentioned, have reduced the 
population to the utmost verge of destitution. We feel bound to bring these 
circumstances to the notice of our rulers. They are farseeing and benevolent, 
and it is to be hoped that they will do their utmost to remedy this unfortunate 
state of things. | 


The Belgaum Samdchdér (15) of the 6th October says that, after the 
apprehension of Wdsudew Bulwant Fadke and his 
accomplices, every one thought that dacoities and 
robberies would cease, but we regret to state that they 
have made their appearance again. From the 
newspapers we learn that dacoities are happening in the city of Poona and its 
neighbourhood. Reports have also been received that dacoits are again lifting 
their heads in the Collectorates of Dhérwdér and Kalddgi. Although these 
occurrences may not be of any importance now, yet, if they are not crushed at 
the commencement, they might assume a serious form, and may ultimatel 

prove disastrous. For these reasons we earnestly hope that the authorities will 


Hopes that Government 
will take immediate steps to 
put down dacoities. 


_ take immediate steps to put them down. 


The Aitechchhu (22) of the 28th September in its local news states that 
owing to the cessation of rain for nearly a month, the 


Bo gece Bi) opening of crops have been scorched. The signs of rain have 
c wor or 0 1 , 
relief to the famine stricken, S@ppeared, and prices of all kinds of corn have 


people. immensely increased. ‘The crisis is serious, and it can 
| only be successfully met by opening public works in 

order to afford relief to the starving poor. 
The Shiwdji (27) of the 3rd October, in an article on Cabul Affairs, says that 
me if Yakub Khan had sided with the mutineers, it would 
Pa ae a tof affairg ave been no easy matter to settle the Afghan question. 


_ in Afghanistan. Without taking into consideration the financial difficul- 


ties of India and the unproductiveness of Afghanistan, 

several English journals have advised that if it should turn out that he is 
disloyal to the British Government his country should be annexed. The value 
of this advise is known to those who have advocated the measure, but in our 
inion the annexation of Afghanistan will be a fatal blunder. This saanorten 


ows how little Englishmen care for the real interests of India. en the) 


question of Zululand was debated in the House of Commons, it was stated on 
of the English Government that it intended to respect the independence of 
uland, and we are, therefore, surprised why a different course should be followed 
2xP11—10 [con 498] 
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in the case of Afghanistan. Perhaps the indifference of the ry we Parliament 
to Indian affairs 1s to a certain extent accountable for it. The inability of the 
Ameer to control his army is apparent from its defection, but his u i 
with his people is attributable to the treaty of Gandamuk and not to any 
personal defect. Several instances can be met within Indian history where a 
native ruler has become unpopular with his subjects on account of his having 
formed an alliance with the British Government, but we have never come across 
an instance where a Native Prince has been punished for the delinquencies of his 
oficers. English newspapers say that although Yakub Khan has shown his 
loyalty by surrendering himself, yet it cannot be said that he is entirely free 
from blame in the matter of the massacre of the British Envoy and his suite. 
Several Native Princes have suffered on account of their opposition to the 
Residents residing at their courts. If, therefore, Yakub Khan is to be made a 
scape-goat for the murder of Sir Louis Cavagnari and his comrades, we have 
nothing to say but we believe that he has had nothing whatever to do with that 
unfortunate event. We think the best course under the ecireumstances is to 
place Yakub Khan on the throne of Afghanistan, and support him there with a 
strong force. The eost of the expedition can be recovered from him after his 
authority is thoroughly established. At present it should be treated as an advance 
to him from the English people. It is to be hoped that India will not be saddled 
with the expense of the settlement of Afghanistan. Perhaps Lord Lytton may 


not care if it is thrown on India so long as he is allowed to draw his twenty 
thousand rupees per month. : 


The same says that a rumour prevails in the city of Poona that Govern- 
ment has given its decision on the Deccan College 
Makes age amare Pcs ambrogio. It is stated. that Mr. Selby has been 
Goede? Somes severely censured for having listened to the complaints 
of the students. If this be true we cannot help remark- 
ing that perverseness has been carried to an intolerable degree. It was Mr. Selby’s 
duty as the head of the Deccan College to bring Mr. Forrest's incapacity to teach 
mathematics to the notice of Sir Richard Temple, who had made the mistake 
of appointing him, and if he has been reprimanded for merely discharging the 
ordinary functions of his office, His Excellency has carried his love of power to 
an extent of which we have rarely met with any instance. We have heard 
that Lord Lawrence always exacted prompt and implicit obedience from his 
subordinates, and His Exeelleney the Governor, who is a distinguished pupil of 
that nobleman, no doubt follows in the same wake. But we deem it our dut 
to remind His Excellency that it is absurd for any individual to think that he 
is incapable of making mistakes in public affairs, and particularly in questions 
of appointments. Appearances and testimonials are often deceptive, and nobody 
can be blamed for being misled by them. If, therefore, an endeavour is made 
to rectify the error which has been committed, those who are doing it deserve 
praise rather than censure. It will redound to the credit of Sir Richard Temple 
if he correets the mistake into which he has unwittingly fallen. It is surmised 
that the students have been scolded for presuming to doubt Mr. Forrest’s ability 
to teach mathematics, and Mr. Forrest himself has also not escaped castiga- 
tion, He has been taunted with being unable to give satisfaction to his pupils. 
When some years ago a petition was sent to Government by the students of the 
Deccan College against Mr. Peterson and others, they were informed that they 
should bring their complaints to the notice of the Principal, whose business it 
was to attend to them. On the present occasion the same course has been 
followed, and we are, therefore, unable to see what fault has been committed. 
To commit a blunder and then to condemn those who are doing their best to 
correct it may be tolerated in an oriental despot, but such conduct is hardly 
becoming in an English gentleman of the stamp of Sir Richard Temple. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 2nd October, but received on 

| the 6th, in mentioning that Rs. 2,673. have been 

_,tiskes remarks in connec- already subscribed to the Borradaile Memorial Fund, 
™ st ge gga raised pe and that exertions still continue to be made for gettin 

_Borradaile. — more subscriptions, observes that it is anxious to know 

the sentiments entertained by Government in this 
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matter. This case is similar to that of Mr. Gopdlji Guldbbhéi, late Deputy 
Educational Inspector of Broach. This gentleman was d ded, because on 
his transfer from Broach a subscription was set on foot, suk eoaten of a book 


entitled ‘‘ The History of Education in the Broach District,” in which he was 


highly praised, were bought from the proceeds and given away in the sha 

of fs in vernacular schools. Mr. Borradaile’s ao is deatlay. The vacate 
living under his jurisdiction, including his subordinates and the members 
of the Municipality, are subscribing to a fund to perpetuate his memory. Isa 
distinction then to be made between the two cases, simply because Mr. Gopalji 
was a native, while Mr. Borradaile belongs to the ruling race, and is a Civil 
Servant and the Collector of a District? The Hitechchhu trusts that Government 
will not observe any distinction. Mr. Borradaile himself is not at all anxious 
that subscriptions should be raised. It is the fawning Shetids who boast of 
caring for the public good, that are doing this. The so-called well-wishers of 
the people have no wish to induce the authorities to exempt from the license-tax 
the fr number of persons who are groaning under its burden, because the 

know that they will not thereby get into the good graces of the authorities. It 
would be well if they. were to imitate the example set by the people of Bengal, 
who have induced their Government to exempt from the license-tax all persons 
whose annual income is less than Rs, 250! After making a few more 
remarks in the same strain, and after stating that it is no wonder that the 
Municipal Secretary, who is also the Secretary to the fund, and his Assistant are 
makin at exertions to collect subscriptions, since they must be grateful to Mr. 
Borradaile for employing them and increasing their salaries in the present hard 
times, the Hitechchhu observes that though a memorial may be raised to the 
retiring Collector, the people will not forget the misfortunes which they have 
suffered during his regime. He has not given them satisfaction in regard to 
the operations of the City Survey. He-has increased the expenditure of the 
Municipality, und to meet it has increased the taxes. In conclusion, the 
Hitechchhu wonders how the Reporter on the Native Press and Government 


have not yet noticed this important case, and hopes that they will not neglect 
it any longer. : 


The Gwardt Mitra (49) of the 5th October, in noticing the death of a 
Parsi school-boy caused by falling into a cistern of 

hs ap oat seowt ars oe 2 a om and — ao 
py J cistern near imar, observes that there are several dilapi- 
“erway gtd deserted dated and deserted houses in Surat which ooditidin 
cisterns or wells without any railings or coverings 

at their mouths. Their dangerous condition is attributable to the negligence 
of their owners and the inattention of the authorities. The Mitra hopes that 
proper measures will be taken to avert the danger which has been pointed out. 


(The Nydya Prakdsh (68) of the 6th October expresses similar sentiments.) 


The same, in eae, sbi ic ge said to have — made b 

_. the Army Commission sitting at Simla, that fifteen 
en “a infantry regiments and two cavalry regiments of the 
Indian army. Madras army should be disbanded, observes that still 
larger reductions are feasible. In former times the 
Indian army was not so large as it is now, and besides, there were no railways. 
The latter will now enable Government on an emergency to collect troops at 
any particular point within a short time. A lesser number of troops will, 
therefore, suffice for the exigencies of the State. N early a third portion of the 
ndian revenues is now spent upon the army. This is really too much for a 
or country like India, and it should, therefore, be reduced. The armies of 


ative States ought not to come in the way of the reduction, as the Native 


ces are not only loyal to the paramount power, but have on more than one 
occasion offered to place their forcesat the disposal of the British Government. 
The retrenchments suggested here should, however, not be made so long as the 


ought to be taken. 
3NP11—10 [con 438] 
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war continues ; but on its close and the conclusion of peace the step 


“a , 


af 
The Bombay Samdchér (50) of the 8th October, in noticing the report that 


twenty-seven students of the Cooper’s Hill Engineering 


PS pir Bie! 1 he 
oe. Valton College will be presently sent out to India, observes 


that 1t seems inexplicable that so many Engineers 
will not should be sent out, while the condition of se Yalige 


finances is unsatisfactory, and the authorities are 

curtailing expenditure in every possible way, and when the services of several 

officials are being dispensed with. The present Engineering Staff has not 

- enough work, and this batch of new arrivals will only increase the number of 

unemployed men. Instead of “aig, them to India, it would be better to give 

them a bonus and get rid of them. It is to be regretted that the Engineering 

College has not yet been closed. The authorities should not delay any further 
in taking this step. 

The same of the 11th October is grateful to the Government of India for 


instructing all district officers to inform European 
Makes observations on ® syortsmen not to enter fields while crops are standing 
recent order of the Supreme ‘ ; ae ‘egal 
Government. without previously obtaining the permission of the 
3 owners. This order will, no doubt, help to 
some extent in preventing squabbles which arise between poremen and 
villagers, and which sometimes result in serious consequences. ‘The sportsmen 
occasionally go to the village wells or enter the cottages of ryots in order to 


ineering 
tg ne out to India. 


quench their thirst. It would have been better ifthe abovementioned order . 


had prohibited these acts as well. If a warning was necessary in order to 
revent damage to crops, it is no less required against forcible entry into houses. 
e Samdchdr also requests Government to punish those sportsmen who would 
disregard this order, as otherwise it will not be respected. Though Government 
gave a severe lesson in the celebrated Fuller Case by expressing its disapproba- 
tion, it does not seem to have produced the desired effect, as similar cases have 
happened often, and Europeans in general do not scruple to show undue sympathy 
with the guilty parties. It seems, therefore, likely that European sportsmen 


will not aga the prohibition in question unless the offending parties are 
severely dealt with by the authorities. 


The Jdme Jamsed or, of the Syn October observes that pod 28 who 

ay cricket occupy a large piece of ground on the 

BP de el oo Toco. iesenads. Another large Be is enclosed by them 
cotiegy ve lange 'n portion of on certain days of the week for playing polo by fixing 
sot — that — flags all round the space and driving out of it the 
weitne Sevehe any soom “SS natives playing cricket. The number of native 
cricketers has increased, and they complain that the 

portion of the Esplanade left for them to play upon is not sufficient. After the 
formation of the Rotten Row, the natives who used to play cricket by its side 
were driven away, and were told to use the Replatade. But they have also 
been encroached upon here and have hardly enough space to play upon. It is 


to be hoped that the authorities concerned will attend to this complaint. 


The Rast Goftdér (53) of the 5th October has heard that the Government of 

aan _ India has directed that the account of the expenditure 
with mS pb of the Afghan war is not to be kept separate, but should 
ft ong be included in the current military expenditure. When 
it was stated that the war had been undertaken in 

defence of Imperial interests, it was hoped that England would at least pay a 
' portion, if not the whole, of the expenditure. But the order alluded to above 
8 destroyed that hope. The account of the cost of last year’s campaign was 
 % separate from the other military expenditure, and hence it proved easy to 
ask England to pay a portion if it. It is feared that it would be difficult to 
make a similar demand with respect to the larger expenditure of the present 
Campaign, as it is not to be entered separately. at could have induced 
>°vernment to resort to this measure? 


The same observes that the Times of India is trying to create public 


far ae ae ee sym athy for Nursey Kesowji. 
m to Nursey 


staan severe, But considering his offence and the ruin 
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which he has brought off a large number of the citizens of Bombay, thé 
sentencé is really mild. The Zimes says that the usual practice of keeping a 
prisoner condemned to more than three years’ imprisonment in the Thana or 
the Yerrowda Jail, is to be departed from in the case of Nursey, and he is to be 
kept in the County Jail for the entire period of his imprisonment. But the 
labor exacted in the last-mentioned jail is less hard than that exacted in the jails 
in Théna or Yerrowda, If the report mentioned by the Times be true, the 
departure from the rule is objectionable. Why should a distinction be made 
between Nursey and other prisoners ? wat should any regard be shown to 
him? There is no reason why he should be treated differently from other 

risoners? Is any indulgence to be shown to him because he has been reckless 
in his speculations, and is the son of a man equally reckless, or is it because the 
County Jail is near his residence on the Mandvi Bandar? His Excellency the 
Governor very praiseworthily put a stop to a public scandal by allowing the 

rosecttion to be conducted at the public expense. If, however, any partiality 
is shown in carrying out the sentence passed upon him, it will give rise to 
another public scandal. 


In alluding to the complaint made by the Special Jury at the last Criminal 
tieye thed thalle te 10 seanon Sessious of the Bombay High Court, that great 
why jury should not be inconvenience had been caused to the jurors from their 
allowed to disperse when being not allowed to disperse for four days durin 
a trial lasts for morethan a which the trial lasted, the Loka Mitra (57) of the 
cay. 28th September observes that the complaint was 
well-founded, and ought not to be allowed to recur in future. The jury is 
entitled to great respect and confidence for the sacred duty it performs: The 
gentlemen serving on it already suffer great inconvenience from being compelled 
to leave off for the time being their business ; and, hence, it would not be right 
to treat them in the manner in which prisoners are treated. In keeping a jury 
together, the object is to prevent any of its members from being allowed an 
opportunity to be influenced by the prisoner or his friends. But to entertain 
even the thought that they might be improperly influenced if allowed to disperse 
during the continuation of the trial, and to confine them during that period, 
shows that the Judge has no confidence in them. Considering that respectable 
ersons alone are called upon to serve as jurors, no distrust should be shown 
in their integrity. After noticing the statement made by a correspondent 
of the Bombay Gazette that it is the practice of the Calcutta High Court to allow 
a jury to disperse during the pronency of the trial, the Mitra observes that 
there seems no good reason why a different practice should prevail here, and 
aoe Government to alter it. (The VYajdién Parast (55) of the same date, 
and the Nydya Prakdsh (68) of the 6th October, express similar sentiments.) 


The same of the 5th October, in alluding to the telegraphic news about the 


opinions expressed by Mr. Caird, observes that his 


Spyreyes of the seggeations suggestions deserve to be hailed with joy. They 
s or a. = — * * « — 
miti ton of P aird _ coincide entirely with the opinions entertained by 


by famines. Natives and Europeans who have experience of the. 


country, and it is hoped that Government will carry 
out Mr, Caird’s proposals after they shall have appeared in due form in the 
Famine Commission’s report, which will be soon submitted, and which, it is not 
wrong to suppose, will be mainly founded upon the views of the President. 
The Mitra is, however, concerned to find that Mr. Caird has forgotten to suggest 
canal irrigation as one of several means which ought to be adopted for mitigating 
the horrors of famines. It is, however, hoped that the same will not be overlooked 
in the report of the Famine Commission. ; 


The Kaira Wartamén (61) of the 1st October, but received on the 6th, 
states that in September last two Lowédnds, one 
Bréhman and one widow, residents of the Amreli 


Pargana, came to the village of Radu in the Matar 
Téluka, bringing with them for sale seven girls whose ages ranged from 12 ‘to, 


Gives an account of the 
Bale of two girls. 


22. Two of the ge were of the Lowdn4 caste, one Br4hman, one Kunbi, and’ 


three Sdédhudi. One of the Low4né girls has been sold for Rs. 300 in the 
ige of Saij, and the other in the village of Radu itself for Rs. 200. The 
rest have returned to their own country. | ) 
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The Kdside Mumbai (66) of the 8th October, in noticing the report that 
3 several dacoities happened recently in the Poona 

Requests Government to District, observes that the capture and imprisonment 
adopt an ds Dee ‘0 of Wasudev Balwant Fadke and the dispersion and 

sl ga ome punishment of the bands working under his leadershi 

had led the peuple to expect that dacoities which h 

lasted for the last six months had disappeared from the Deccan. But reports 
are daily received of the existence of the evil. It is to be regretted that the 
defenceless villagers are still harassed. They have no arms nor aid from 
Government to oppose and proteet themselves from the armed dacoits. This 
does not speak well of the authorities, who should adopt strong measures to rid | 
the country of these armed bands. The Arms Act has deprived the people of all } 
instruments of defence, and the village police stations are weak. The dacoits 
know this full well, and hence do not fear to plunder. It will be a good 
policy if Government were to give arms to peaceful inhabitants on the condition : 
that ig’ Rlew not make a wrong use of them. ‘They would then be able to , ‘a 
protect themselves. 


The Guwardt Saméchdr (67) of the 4th October, but received on the 7th 

. states that scvcral residents of Surat are unable to pay : 

__ Makes remarks relating to the license-tax, and that warrants are about to be issued 
the levy of the Hieense-tax. =) the sequestration of their property. These persons 
must be really poor, as they know that on failure of payment, warrants would be . 
issued against them. The Government of Bengal has exempted all persons whose 7 
annual income is less than two hundred and fifty rupees from the operation of : 
the tax. The same rule ought to be introduced in this Presidency, in order to 
afford relief to poor people. The Samdchdér hopes that the Bombay Government : 
will adopt this suggestion. 


The Swadesh Mangal (69) of the 7th October has heard that a certain 
| : Rajput woman is living on the hill of Somnath in | 
me presi a Mag the town of Broach. She has brought some girls whom 
money. ai re she gives away on getting money for them. She 

represents that they are her relations. The police is 
requested to ascertain the correctness of the above statement. 


A correspondent of the Broach Samédchér (70) of the 2nd October, but 
received on the 6th, states that the Ddrogha of the 

Alleges that the Dérogha §adar Distillery at that station stated on oath in the 
wows rae ts ea — case of the detection of country liquor in the house of 
pa , Jiw& Hathi, that the liquor was old ; while in another : 
: case he deposed also on oath that he was not able to | 
distinguish new from old liquor. If the latter statement. be true, observes the a 
writer, how was he able to say that JiwAé Hathi's liquor was old! Both, the — “¥ 


correspondent and the Editor, wish Government to take notice of the conduct 
of this man. 


Municipalities, 


The Native Opinion (4) of 5th October, in an article on House Assessment 
“3 | in Bombay, says that when so worthy a gentleman as 
Moos oe = ‘ent of At: Grant was appointed Municipal Commissioner, 
houses in Bombay. we all hoped that he would be instrumental in 
reducing taxation, and thus afford some relief in these 
hard times to the inhabitants of this city. But we regret. to say that the opposite 
tendency is observable. He is too much in the hands of his subordinates. For 
some time past we have been hearing complaints about the perfunctory and 
‘naccurate manner of assessing houses’in Bombay, and we all thought that 
Mr. Grant would introduce a better state of things. When he was just installed 
In his present office, he seemed inclined to investigate the question of the 
valuation of house property in Bombay; but when Mr. Nowroji Fardunji and 
Shet Gokuldis Jagmohanddés demonstrated the absolute necessity of this 
measure, his antagonism to the project became apparent. Shet Gokuldds 
Jagmohandés showed conclusively that a revision of the house assessment will 
not result in any loss to the Municipal revenues, and demanded the appointment of 
rs. : Reh. 


10. 


a committee to investigate the matter. But this suggestion did not fall in with, 
Mr. Grant’s views, rey 2 lieu he recommended that the Assessing Department 
should be strengthened. It would, therefore, seem that the Assessment D ent 
was underhanded: and underpaid. We are, however, unable to adopt this view. 
During the share mania crisis, when house property fetched exorbitant prices, 
the Assessment Department cost only thirteen thousand rupees. Subsequently 
this item of expenditure immensely increased during Mr. Crawford’s regime. 
Afterwards it was reduced by Mr. Hope, but it now threatens to exceed the sum 
which was reached during the extravagant administration of Mr. Crawford. If 
the Town Council and the Municipal Corporation were to abdicate their 
functions and allow themselves to be led away by the officers of the Municipality, 
the Municipal expenditure will not be kept within bounds, and the tax-payers 
will not get any relief. At such a crisis it behoves Government and the public 
to direct their attention to Municipal affairs, and we earnestly hope that they 
will do so. 


The Ganga Lahari (38) of the 3rd October complains that in the city of 
: 4sik, whiletheroads frequented by Europeans are kept 
Says that the Health Officer in good repair, those used by the natives, particular 

of the 5 98 ig 6d 8 the bye-lanes, are very much neglected. Although the 

«gram eng — Municipal Commissioners have ruled that the sweepings 

of the town should be removed at night, yet in defiance 

of this order, the sweepers do their work during day time to the great annoyance 

of the inhabitants. It is to be hoped that the Health Officer, who is paid 

Rs. 200 per mensem for superintending the repair of the roads and the cleansing 

of the town, will be more assiduous in the discharge of his duties in future ; 

otherwise his shortcomings will have to be brought to the notice of the 
Collector and President of the Municipality. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 2nd October 

: but received on the 6th, states that a few days agoa 

Mentions cases of maltreat- W4-hari was accused of theft in the town of Siddhapur 
ment in the Gaikawad’s . . , ‘ ; . . 

territory. in the Kadi Mahdl of the Gaikawad’s territory, and it 

is said that he committed suicide on account of the 

maltreatment to which he was subjected. A Jamddar of the police who was afraid 

of coming into trouble in this matter, is said to have shot himself. Again, it is 

stated that a Naib Foujdar of some than ill-treated a Rawal woman of the village 

of Bhandu, and she too has committed suicide. 


A correspondent of the Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 5th October says that 


the subjects of the Gaikawad residing in the Navséri 
re: srghgee oF passes - Mahal and possessing ships of their own do not get 
Ttha@ukaete techees éné from the State to send their shi 
it the Gaikawad’s territory.  Parwdnds or passes from the State to send their ships 

to sea. They are, therefore, obliged to transfer their 
vessels to persons who are British subjects, in order to obtain parwdnds. Since 
the last three years the people of Navséri have brought this inconvenience to 
the knowledge of their Government, but as yet they have not been fortunate in 
getting redress. Recently aryot petitioned the Sar-Suba of Baroda and the 
Governor General’s Agent to issue a parwdné to him for a new ship built by 
him ; but it is said that, owing to an unsatisfactory re ly, he has been obliged 


to transfer the ship to the name of a British subject, and thus has incurred some . 


risk. This state of things should be remedied. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


vi New Secretariat, Bombay, Reporter on the Native Press. 
fice of the Reporter on the Native Press, | 
14th October 1879. | 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 13th October narrates the circumstances 
which have led to the withdrawal of the British Resi- 

a gi soma dent from the court of King Thebaw, and observes 
ry wir Ri and Burmah. that this event will precipitate hostilities between the 
British Government and that potentate. In this con- 

test the latter is sure to be unsuccessful, since his army is ill-accoutred and 
undisciplined, and will have no chance against the powerful forces which will be 
brought against. it. We need, therefore, only consider at present the probable 
advantage or injury which will result to India from the prosecution of a war 
with Burmah. From the accounts which have been published in English 
journals about that country, it appears that it is rich, and hence there is no fear 
that the cost of the war will be thrown on India. When Burmah is once 
siugees and tranquility restored, either by annexing it or by supplanting 
King Thebaw by some ruler selected by the British Government, the consequences 
will be beneficial to commerce. This will no doubt be a clear gain. There is, 
however, another side to the question. By the annexation of British Burmah, 


the frontiers of the English dominions and those of the celestial Empire will . 


be brought into contact ; but since the tribes which inhabit on the confines of 
the latter are wild and owe merely a nominal allegiance to the Emperor of 
China, and although their subjugation will not be troublesome, yet the increase 
of territory which will accrue hom this step as well as the conquest of Afghanistan 
will be immense. English Statesmen, it is well known, are, however, opposed 
to the extension of the area of the British Empire. Besides, England has enough 
to do in attehding to the wants of India itself. Under these circumstances we 
would strongly recommend our Government to establish native rulers in 
Afghanistan and Burmah instead of annexing those countries. 


The same in another article says that a short time ago we stated that Mr. 
: Forrest was unfit to perform the duties of a Mathe- 
Recommends the appoint- matical Professor, but at the same time we suggested 
ment of Mr. Dalvi to the that he should be allowed some time to revise his 
Professorship of Mathematics [knowledge of mathematics, and-that if on the re-open- 
in the Deccan College in case. } 
itis decided to remove Mr. ig of the Deccan College in November he should be 
Forrest from his present post. found unable to give satisfaction, then it would be the 
| duty of those in authority to remove him from his 
present post. When we gave expression to the above views, the question of his 
competency was before Sir Richard Temple; but we regret to say that in the 
Resolution which is said to have been passed by His Excellency, this point has 
been entirely left unnoticed. All the parties concerned have been censured. 
Mr. Selby has been reprimanded for his hasty and injudicious action; Mr. 
Forrest for using strong language to his pupils; and the students have been 
blamed for presuming to sit in judgment on their teacher. In our opinion 
neither Mr. Selby nor the students deserve the treatment to which they have 
been subjected. Here the writer says that if it is ultimately found necessary to 
relieve Mr. Forrest of his present duties, the question of a successor to bain 
omes important, and recommends, both on financial. and other considerations, 
the appointment of Mr. Dinanath Atmaram Dalvi, inasmuch as it is said that 
the Directur of Public Instruction is opposed to the nomination of Mr. Kurkaray, 
and because Mr. Dalvi’s matliematical talents are of a really superior order. 


The same in its local news states that a certain Mahomedan who used to 

preach on the Esplanade has been prohibited by the 

Says that an interdiction police from preaching. This proceeding is very 

soba Pest preaching in strange, since Christian preachers who used to harangue 
ould be made . ; . : bg - 

applicable to all religions 1 the neighbourhood are allowed to address crowds as 

without distinction. before. If an interdiction has been issued against the 

| Mahomedan preacher on the ground that he had been 

preaching sedition, we have nothing to say, but we doubt whether the measures 


taken will accomplish the end in view. There are many other ways of express-' 


ing disapprobation of Government besides uttering denunciations at open air 
meetings. It would have been better if a magisterial enquiry had’ been made 


. to the nature of the harangues of the Mahomedan preacher. We consider 
 polige were not justified in interfering with him if he was only talking on 
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religion. If street-preaching is to be forbidden, the interdiction should 
made applicable to all religious preaching without distinction. re 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 12th October, in one of its principal leaders, 
; says that newspapers came into existence in this 
Says that Government country only since the advent of the English and owing 


offi should not be high- : ‘ 
Seka de Page go to the liberty of the press which they subsequently 


Rditors of Vernacular News. granted, the people’ in India began to like them. But - 


papers. we wt to say that a retrograde. policy has been 

| recently pursued on this question, the result of which has 
been to exalt the importance of the official class and to degrade the position of 
Editors of newspapers. Here the writer gives in detail the proceedings connected 
with the publication of @ statement in the Katsirule Akhbar with reference to Mr. 
Buck having kicked a native, and after alluding to the strange conduct of Mr. 
Markham, the Magistrate of Allahabad, observes that the Lieutenant-Governor 
of the North-West Provinces has directed that Mr. Buck should prosecute the 
Editor of the Kaisirule Akhbar. If this course had been taken at the ecommence- 


. ment, this ease would not have assumed its present dimensions. It was not 


right of Mr. Markham to take Mr. Buck’s part as he did. It is the duty of 
Government to protect the rights of its subjects, and to keep a strict watch on 
the doings of its subordinate officers. If the high-handed manner in which the 
proceedings in this ease were eondueted were repeated all over India, the in- 
dependenee of the Vernacular Press will be a thing of the past. It is to be 
hoped that our benevolent rulers will prevent the mischievous tendeney of their 
present policy with reference to the Vernacular Press. 


The same gives the substanee . ed re ea to the eolleetion of land 
revenue drafted b r. Justice Cuaningham, and 
mn on Decuria Me observes that it wages a certain extent, benefit the 
lating to the collection of land ryots, but itis extremely doubtful whether it will 
revenue will not improve the materially improve their present wretched condition. 
ne See condition of The only advantage will f 
the agricultural popelation. ~ seek the assistance of sowkdrs in order to pay the 
land tax, and for which they had to pay heavily, will now obtain loans on easy 
terms from Government for the same purpose. ‘T’o charge interest for an 
unpaid instalment, or to give interest for receiving payment before the instal- 
ment is due, is equivalent to trading ; but it is not right that Government should 
engage in transactions of this nature, as such a policy is opposed to the received 


doctrmes of political economy. If the system of collecting land revenue 


suggested in this Bill is adopted, the agricyltural classes will experience great 
difficulty in obtaining loans from money-lenders which they will need in times 
of famine for the support of themselves and their families, and towards which 
Government will not be able to render any assistance. In such a crisis their 
condition ean be more easily imagined than described. Upon the whole we are 
of opinion that legislation will not effect any improvement in the condition of 
the agricultural population. If the foundation of a house is unsound, no amount 
of exterior embellishment will keep it in its position. At present all land 
absolutely belongs to Government, which is at liberty to increase the assessment 
at its pleasure periodically. Unless some change is made in this respect, it is 
absurd to expect any alteration in the present degraded state of the agricultur- 
ists. ‘They feel that they are not the proprietors of their land, and hence dv not 
endeavour to improve its fertility. Besides, the revision of land revenue ever 

thirty years is‘liable to deprive the ryots of the fruit of the labour which he 
may havé expended in improving the productive powers of the svil. It, 
therefore, hehoves Government to reduce the present exorbitant demands on 
account of the land tax and to settle it in perpetuity, -We are surprised that 


na Nee should go on legislating and refuse to take note of these glaring 
vus, | : 


~The Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 13th Qctoher gives the substance of the 
orders of the Gourt.of Directors and of the Govern- 
a wrongful ment of India on the subject of the dismissal of the 


ismussal of certain - lower 4 ; : 
subordinates in the Govern. lower subordinates in the Government service, and 


Mentions cases of 


! conduct according to the injunctions contained in the 
2NP18—10 [con 447] 
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- above resolutions, there will be no cause for dissatisfaction. But we 


5. 


| to 
say* that European officers often act in direct contradiction to these orders. In 


justification of this statement we will mention two instances. In the year 1577 


certain tenders in the office of Mr. Clerk, the Executive Engineer of Poona, were 
lost, and thereupon that gentleman at once dismissed thirteen men under him 
without making any investigation into the occurrence. The most extraordi- 
nary part, however, of the affair was that the men who were in charge of the 
tenders were retained in service, while those who had nothing whatever to do 
with them were discharged. Among the latter, there was one who had served 
Government for sixteen years in the most exemplary manner and without the 
slightest stigma on his character. Subsequently the lost tenders were found in 


the files of the same office, but notwithstanding the dismissed servants were not 


reinstated. Again, a certain police Jamdddér was sentenced by Mr. Thaté, a 
First Class Magistrate in Sdtdra, for receiving stolen property ; but on appeal 
Mr. Mactier, the District Judge, remitted the sentence and declared that there 
was no proof of his guilt. Notwithstanding the acquittal, the Police Superin- 
tendent of Satdra has refused to restore this man to his former position. He 


has been in gervice for twenty years. We hope that an enquiry will be made 


into the above cases, and trust that justice will be done in accordance with the 


declared intentions of the late Court of Directors and of the Government of 
India. ; 


The same says that a most fearful state of things has begun to prevail in 
hs , and about the environs of Poona. Way-laying, 
Mentions a case of ill-treat- dacoities, loot, murder and other offences of a serious 

ment, and says that the police eaarha 
ol Piste dai tala nature are becoming common. About three days ago 
a remarkable case of ill-treatment occurred between 
Poona and Khothrud. A Brdhman named Keshew Dutay left for Khothrud on 
a festive excursion. He took his meal in a temple at Khothrud and in the 
evening commenced his return to Poona. It was the time of sunset. On the 
road he met a Rémoshi and a Mahar, who offered toshow him a way by which 
he could reach Poona earlier, as it was getting dark. The Brahman followed 


the two men, who, however, taking a wrong turning brought him near a well.: 


Here they met other companions, who all deprived the Brahman of what he had, 
even his clothes. A scuffle ensued and the two men who first accosted the 
Bréhman threw him into the well. The party then dispersed, but fortunately 
for the Brdhman he knew how to swim. He kept himself above water, and 
cried out loudly for help for fully an hour. At last he was overheard by some 
of the neighbouring villagers, sho took him out of the well, supplied him with a 
lungott.and brought.him to the Khothrud chaukey. At this the Brahman 
recognized some of the men who had thrown him into the well and gave them 
up to the Patel; but the Patel and other people about the. chaukey thought 
the Brahman was shamming and took him for a lunatic. In vain did the man 
protest against this assumption, in vain did he assure them of his being ina 
sound state of mind. The Patel would not believe him, and had his hands tied 
and kept him in custody for the night. Next morning he was liberated and 
sent to Poona in the company of the Patel’s men. On his arrival in Poona he 
related the circumstances of his mishap and ill-treatment to the police, who 
have not been able to trace’ the offenders, Though the story sounds like a 
romance, it is literally true. If such mishaps overtake a person within a mile 
or so of Poona, and the police are utterly unable to find out the offenders, it, is 
a circumstance suggestive of the most serious thoughts as to their efficiency. 
It bespeaks mismanagement in the department, when offences like those of 
dacoities, thefts, and murders are perpetrated in daylight without the offenders 
being brought to book. * : 


The Mahdrashtra Mitra (7) of the 16th October says that the state of the 
country is extremely unsettled, and it behoves our 
rulers to adopt remedial measures without delay. 
After the apprehension of Huree Makuji and Wasudey 
; Balvant Fadke, we thought that dacoities would 
cease, and that similar occurrences would bea thing of the past. But we regret 
to say that tranquility did not last beyond the rains, and that the dacoits have 


Recommends the adoption 
of certain measures for put- 
ing down dacoities, 


8gain begun to lift up their heads. Accounts have been received of several 
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dacoities having happened in the neighbourhood of Poona within the last fort- 
night, and similar events are reported to have taken place in the Sdétéra Collec- 
torate. It is said that the dacoits move about armed with weapons and enact 
. scenes like those enacted by the free-booters in the times of the Peishwas and 
the Rajas of Sdtéra. We are at a loss to account for the existence of this 
unfortunate state of things, notwithstanding the excellent arrangements which 
exist for the preservation of order. Some assert that the Ramoshis and Man 
have become unruly, because they are allowed to move about the country freely 
without a pass. Some say that the prevailing disturbances are to a certain 
extent attributable to the decline of the British power. Some again maintain 
that the masses have become excessively poor, and that they have taken to 
vagabondism in order to satisfy their hunger. To us the last appears to be the 
_ true reason of the unsettled state of the country. It is, therefore, incumbent on 
our rulers to afford facilities to their subjects for earning a decent livelihood. 
All attempts to prevent such disorders which excludes this consideration will 
infallibly fail. The burden of taxation which falls heavily on the poor should 
be reduced. Encouragement should be given to cultivation by settling the 
land tax in perpetuity, and pecuniary advances should be made to poor 
cultivators. Remissions should be liberally granted in times of famine. Unless 
these measures are adopted, the disturbances will not altogether cease. It is 
to be hoped that our rulers will deeply consider this question. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 15th October in a communicated article 


says that leprosy is on the increase, and it is desirable 

Requests Government to to take measures for its prevention by legislation. 
adopt | Preventive fl There is no danger of this disease spreadin idl 

against the spread of leprosy. s : preacing rapl 

| among the upper classes, since the well-to-do people 

are usually clean and are careful to avoid contact with persons who are attacked 

with diseases which are infectious. The same, however, is not the case with 

people in the lower ranks of life. ‘They cannot afford good living, nor can they 

easily avoid coming in contact with diseased persons. Under these circum- 


stances we would earnestly request Government to adopt preventive measures 
without delay. 


The Dnydn Chakshu (9) of the 15th October states in its local news that 
since last week the police have been authorized to 


, Makes tag in Soorager apprehend all prostitutes in Poona who do not possess 
ion Wi e® enrorcement O ° ° . 
ia Gontaatans Divacee. Ach the necessary certificates as required by the Contagious 


la Pada. Diseases Act, and in obedience to that order they have 
: arrested a large number of women. Some have been 
sentenced to a week’s imprisonment. It is ofcourse proper to punish prostitutes 
for not acting according to law, but at the same time care should be taken that 
annoyance is not caused to respectable women. It is to be hoped that the 
authorities concerned will attend to this suggestion. 


A correspondent of the Dnydnodayu (10) of the 16th October reports that a . 


ety band of about a hundred armed dacoits attacked the 
Resse ys bo dacoityin the village of Bel4pur in the Réhuri Téluka of the Ahmed- 
wer eT nagar Collectorate, and after ill-treating some of the 
inhabitants in a most merciless manner, carried away property from the houses 
of two Mérwddis named Sindr4m and Gangarém to the extent of thirteen 
thousand rupees. When they came to the police station and enquired for the 
Sepoys, it was found that the latter had decamped. The occurrence has created 
profound sensation in Beldpur and its neighbourhood, and the people are very 
anxious for their safety. 7 | 


The Arunodaya (18) of the 12th October remarks that in the Afghan cam- 
Nisa paign of last year, camels and mules were nom used 
ys mead d ! - 
| pst ' lands i be and for conveying baggage, but that it was found by ex 
the f and ponies. It is well known that the latter haye much 
to improve their breed. deteriorated and that it is necessary to improve their 
, breed. At one time Bhimthadi and Gungthadi were 
famous for their horses and ponies, but now we do not hear anything about 
8 uP 18—10 (con 447) hee 


perience that they were not so serviceable as bullocks \ 
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7 
them, although some animals of that kind must be still existing in that. of 
the country. . Until recently the ryots used to believe that their land tas 
own property, and under that belief they used to maintain a number of 
cows and oxen in order to improve the fertility of the soil. is led to an 
improvement in the breed of those animals. But now every thing belongs 
absolutely to Government, and so nobody cares to improve the breed of horses 
or bullocks, and consequently their numbers have declined. To produce a 
superior race of animals and to increase their number, exceptional measures are 
necessary, and the writer suggests that meadows and pasture lands similar to 
those in Mysore should be set apart in different parts of India for grazing. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 9th October, but received on 
oe the 13th, in again alluding to the Borradaile Memorial 
ie ye hoe Mr. Fund, observes that during Mr. Borradaile’s regimé 
pence oes nee SESS municipal taxation has so much increased that the 
people are unable to bear it. A few months ago 
Government ed a Resolution abolishing the duty on silk, and thereupon 
the Municipality imposed other duties to make up the deficit. Subsequent! 
the Government Resolution was cancelled and the duty on silk was re-imposed, 
but the duties on other articles were not abolished. This addition to the 
Municipal taxation must be laid to the account of Mr. Borradaile. Notwith- 
standing the increase and the total income of the Ahmedabad Municipality now 
amounts to two lacs of rupees, some of the most frequented roads were not 
watered at all during the hot months on the plea that the Corporation had no 
funds, and the citizens were left to suffer great inconvenience from heat and 
dust. Again, Mr. Borradaile has imposed a new burden of 1,800 rupees per 
annum on the Corporation, by increasing the salaries of the Health Officer and 
the Secretary to the Municipality. In conclusion the Shetids of Ahmedabad 
are ironically praised for trying hard to raise a memorial in honour of such a 
benefactor of the people of their city. 


The same states that a certain notification has been stuck up at almost 


every b gg station and in conspicuous places in the 
Says that a notification city of Ahmedabad. It does not bear the signature 
esa in Ahmedabad about of the officer by whom it is said to be issued, nor the 
donators af the officer by name of the t which it has been lithographed 
the signature of the officer by Press at WHICH 1L Nas Deen lthographed. 
whom it has been issued. Consequently there is a suspicion that it is not 
genuine but is likely to be the work of some evil- 
minded person, who wants to create a commotion among the people about 
disfigured coins. But since the police have not made an attempt to apprehend 
the culprit, it would seem that the suspicion is unfounded. It appears to be a 
ag production, which the officer issuing it has negligently omitted to sign. 
© Hitechchhu hopes that Government will warn its officers not to commit 
sich negligence in issuing notifications to the public. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (50) of the 16th October observes that the decision 
Observes that the decision 1Ven by Mr. Nand Moroji in the case of assault 
given by Mr. Néné Moroji rought by Mr. Hormasji Shépurji against _ Mr. 
in the case in which a Soli- Crummy, a Superintendent of Police, is not satisfac- 
ee a a tory. Natives are not displeased if police officers 
ih * * discharge their duties with firmness, but they wish 
them to be civil and not disrespectful. When cases 
like the above come before a Police Magistrate, it would be well if an opportu- 
nity is taken to give police officers advice as to how they should conduct 
themselves towards native — If in a case in which a Solicitor of the 


High Court complained and proved that he was treated disrespectfully by a 
Police Rieliahendeats and if the fault of the latter has been evcriaolenl by the 


Magistrate, it is no wonder if natives are dissatisfied with his decision. Mr. 
Crummy could have prevented the Solicitor from entering the Court without | 
assaulting and using foullanguage. He did both these things and yet he has not 
been reprimanded, and the complainant has been denied the redress he sought. 
_ Although Mr. Crummy is said to be more civil than several of his comrades, his 
conduct towards the Solicitor was of the nature generally adopted by the police 
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8 
towards native gentlemen, and hence it deserved to be noticed in a 


which 
would convey a due lesson to police officers in general. Mr. Nénd4 Moroji 
observes in his decision that had Mr. Crummy known that Mr. Hormasji was a 


Solicitor, he would have treated him differently. But is it right for a policeman 
to treat a native gentleman disrespectfully if he does not happen to be an officer 
of the High Court? Police officers ought to be taught that it is their duty to 
be civil to all persons without distinction. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (52) of the 17th October, in alluding to the news 
which appeared in a recent issue of the Times of India, 

— sec erg at that Government intends to raise in India a new five 
rhe per cent. loan, observes that although no official 
confirmation of it has appeared, yet considering the 

times it seems likely that a new loun will be raised. The resent financial 
state and the future prospects of India are not satisfactory. ‘The expenses of 
the first Cabul expedition have not been yet paid; the treasury has not been 
replenished since the drain caused by famines; the second Afghan campaign 
has commenced, and a war with Burmah seems imminent. he expedition 
inst Cabul will not end soon, and hence, an estimate of its cost cannot be 
accurately made. Again, if Government advertise for a loan just now, the 
people who have suffered from famine for the last two years will not be able to 
subscribe, and will be led to believe that it has been resolved to saddle India 
with the cost of the present campaign. A new loan at this juncture will have 
another bad effect. ‘The Government paper has considerably depreciated in 
value, and the publication of the intention of Government to raise a new loan 
will cause further depreciation. Government ought, therefore, to desist from 
raising a new loan before deciding what share of the cost of the present expedi- 
tion India will be called upon to pay. If the news about the loan given by the 
Times be not correct, Government should contradict the same and thus put an 


end to the present panic. 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 12th and the Broach Samdchdr (70) of the 

| 16th October also disapprove of the policy of bringing 

we ys approve of ag passed students of the Cooper’s Hill Engineering 

verte Inds College for employment in India. The remarks and 
gineers to India. ; : ‘ ee 

observations made by them on this subject are similar 

to those made by the Bombay Sam4chdr (50) of the 8th instant, and noticed at 

some length in the summary for the week ending 11th October 1879. 


The Samsher Bahddur (59) of the 8th October, but received on the 13th, 
defends Mr. Borradaile, the Shetids of Ahmedabad, and 

Defends Mr. Borradaile the Secretary to the Municipality of that city, from 
and others from the accus®-. the accusations levelled at them by the Bitechchhu 


ti bed . ° 
apc a Bem 48) in some of its recent issues. The Samsher 


of the Hitechchhu (48). observes that Mr. Borradaile does not deserve censure 

in his conduct with reference to the City Survey Act. 
He has simply carried out the intentions of Government in that matter. If the 
people of Ahmedabad have suffered in consequence of this Act, the blame lies 
on the legislature which enacted it. Everybody is aware that Dr. Hewlett, the 
Sanitary Commissioner of this. Presidency, recommended, as a sanitary measure; 
that the underground privies should be closed ; and Mr. Borradaile carried out 
his suggestion. Persons who cling to old associations and do not care to 
live surrounded: with filth, might condemn the closing of the privies; but as a 
cig measure it is really a great blessing. Mr. Borradaile does not deserve 
blame for increasing Municipal expenditure, as the increase was indispensable 
to meet the increasing demand for the sanitation of thecity. On the other hand 
he deserves credit for preserving the Corporation from running into debt. He 
cannot be charged with having increased the expenses of the Municipal establish- 
ments, as their cost is far below that of the Municipal establishments at Surat, 
the income of which is less than that of Ahmedabad. The Hitechchhu finds 


t with him for making the Karanja garden, but the same is useful and is) 


appreciated by the public. Besides, he alone has not been instrumental in 
increasing the Munivipal taxation, as such questions are decided by the majorit 

of the Commissioners. The Samsher then defends the Shetids and the Munici- 
4nP18—10 [con 447] 
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from the charge of obsequiousness 

oe ental the le of Ahmedabad er De avant 
and will gladly subscribe tu the memorial fund. 

The same of the 15th October remarks that it was formerly the rule that 

a new Act was not to be brought into force until 


Complains that translations translations of the same into the different vernaculars 
of the Civil Procedure Amend. were made and circulated for the information of the 


ment Act have not yet been native public. It is to be tted that this saluta 
pomp ne oy ph plhede re rule has not been observed of late. It isa long time 
force. : since the Civil Procedure Amendment Act came into 

force, but the Government has not yet published its 
translations into the vernaculars. The Samsher hopes that the Translation 
Department will not be dilatory in future. 


The Witt Prakdsh (89) of the 4th October, but received on the 14th, has 
eard that a woman of the Khedd4w4l Bréhman caste 
Barenteniic | som th hes been uving at Umreth has been branded in several places 


for bad conduct. The police is requested to ascertain 
agua the truth of this statement. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (68) of the 13th October states that Mr. Ollivant, the 
Assistant Collector in charge of the Chordsi Division of 

Observes that honest the Surat Collectorate, has instructed the Second Class 
MukhtySrs should not be pro- Magistrates of his division not to permit Mukhtyars 
“psa Courts. SCR practice in their respective courts. This order has 
been issued on account of the misconduct of some 

of them, but it is not right to punish all for the sins of a few. They have 
been practising in the Surat courts almost from the introduction of the British 
rule, and honest and old persons among them will experience great hardship by 
their being prevented from following the occupation which they have been 


practising so long. The dishonest may well be excluded from practising. 


The Broach Samdchér (70) of the “om October, — rh, * a the 13th, 
oo says that about a month ago Mr. Motiram, the 
Fae 293 ne ee oe 2 Gomamienh of the Police of Broach, apprehended 
the conduct o . Motiram, Bamanji Pestonji of the Raychand Dipchand Library, 
theCommandant of theBroach gnd placed him before Mr. Prdnl4l Mathurddas, the 
eunon 72 © SUPER Cane. Magistrate, charging him with several offences. The 
accused has been declared innocent and has been released by the Magistrate. 
From the evidence recorded and the Magistrate’s finding it appears that Mr. 
Motiram is not fit to hold the responsible post which he occupies. The Vakil 
of the accused observed that the latter was apprehended under an act which 
did not apply to his case. The Magistrate also observed in open court that the 
charge against the accused was false, and it seems likely that Mr. Motiram 
= ahamryg him in revenge, because the latter refused to allow him to visit the 
library without his becoming a subscriber. The Saméchér hopes that the 
authorities concerned will take proper notice of this police officer’s conduct. 


Municipalities. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 12th October says that ‘it is the duty of Muni- 
cipal Commissioners to spend the funds of the Muni- 
si See drains should be cipality in the most economical manner. About a 
the dirty Bon of ae year ago the project of bringing water from Motibdég 
of Sholépur. into Sholaépur was started, and a lac of rupees were 
pur 
spent on the undertaking, but unfortunately it was 
unsuccessful, and a deficiency of water is still experienced. This money ought 
properly speaking to be recovered from those who were instrumental in causing 
the waste. A similar plan of supplying the town with water is under contem- 
Plation, but before carrying it out, care should be taken to make drains for 
conveying dirty water outside the town. At present the want of drains is 


seriously felt, and this nuisance will become more serious when the town is | 


furnished with an additional supply of water. The Surgeon at Sholdpur and 


Sanitary Commissioner should be asked to state their opinion whet her it» 


is the dcnartthg Oatlesee: 
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would not be to the health of the inhabitants to have an additional 
quantity of water brought into the town before constructing drains to carry off 
dirty water. In conclusion, the writer hopes that the Municipal authorities will 
pay careful attention to the suggestion made above. 


The Samsher Béhddur (59) of the 16th October states that fever is raging 

_. .. In the city of Ahmedabad, and there is not a single 

> Wishes ery Pi camagm ori family, one or two members of which are not laid up 
6 tion among the With it. The three medical dispensaries in this city 
poor residents, are very useful, but a quantity of quinine sufficient 
for all requirements is not always kept in_ stock. 

The Municipality always orders and gives gratis cholera medicines when 
that epidemic prevails in the city. It may not, therefore, be say | to’ 
expect it to obtain a sufficient stock of quinine for distribution among fever 


patients. 


Ratlhways. 


The Dnydn Chakshu (9) of the 15th October complains that in the train 
which leaves Poona at 11-45 a.m. for Bombay, 
Says that in the train accommodation is not provided for all the passengers 
engage co Borne abba to whom tickets are issued. This practice is repre- 
provided for all the passengers hensible and causes great confusion and inconvenience. 
to whom tickets are issued. Instances have occurred where a man has been left 
behind to come by the next train, while his wife and 
children were sent ahead by the quarter to twelve train. Sometimes passen- 
gers who come out after depositing their luggage in the railway carriage are 
revented from going back, and are put to considerable trouble. It is to be 
hoped that the Railway authorities will remedy this unfortunate state of 
things. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Swadesh Mitra (28) of the 17th October says that 
the assertion that the ryots in the Nizam’s dominions 
Says that the condition of are worse off than those in any other part of India, is 


the people in Nizam’s terri- : . 
ine te seieelon’ to that of utterly untrue. Sir Salar Jung is keeping excellent 


the inhahi ‘n British OFder in the country. The writer was led to believe 
rect acon that much Modder cdovssinl there, but is convinced 
by actual experience that such is not the case. While 
travelling in the Nizam’s territory he came toa village where he wanted to 
change money. On applying to a local banker, he came to the house where the 
correspondent in question was staying with a bag containing gold, silver and 
copper coins which astonished the latter. When the banker was told that it 
was not safe to carry so much coin about his person, he replied that the Govern- 
ment which existed there was that of Sir Salar Jung and not that of the 
Empress, and that in that territory culprits never escaped punishment. Not- 
withstanding the liberty which the people possess of keeping arms, street-rows 
and riots are unknown. The police do their duty excellently, Thefts are less 
numerous in this part of the country than in Lucknow. The people here are 
thriving, and their condition is superior to that of the inhabitants in British 
territory. The poorest man here has at least a reserve of Rs. 200 in his house. 
The disturbances which the Rohillas and Arabs used to create at one time have 
ceased to exist, and their allegiance has been secured by enlisting them in 
regiments. | 


The Gujardét Mitra (49) of the 12th October has heard that the Superintend- 
uests the Superintend- Xt of Police of the Navsdri Mahal caused enquiries to 
ent of Police of the Navssri be made through the Faujddr of Kathor with respect 
Mahél to make personal en- to certain complaints against some policemen of that 
Gee to Complaints made town, and that their result has been that the latter — 
Kant ‘me policemen of ave heen exculpated. The Mitra isnot satisfied with ' 
this, and asks the Superintendent to make. personal 
9NP18—10 [coy 447) ah 


‘ 
; 


uiries into the matter, as there is a probability that the Faujd4r may have 
shielded the culprits. If the investigation is conducted secretly there is more 
likelihood of the truth being found out. The Mitra has also heard that a person 
who was convicted of having made use of a stamp which was once used and was 
sentenced to three years’ imprisonment in the Surat jail, has been enlisted in 
the Kathor Police. The Superintendent of Police is requested to enquire into 
this report, and to dismiss the man, if he is found to have been a convict. 


. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


ce of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
21st October 1879. 
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_...) LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


SRR SO Names of Newspapers. | Place of publication. | Edition. 


7 ENGLISH. 
*1 | The Indian Spectator .....................| Bombay ....0...06.| Weekly... 300 : 
| VORRZ 1 -'5p Deccatt Star .....:.3:. 00... .0008i800s] POOMM..ccse.eeeeee] DO. 800 
Cod : ANGLO-MARA'THI. : 
8 | The Indu Prakfish ..........ssse+ee++++-| Bombay ........+.-., Weekly ...| 1,200 
PE 1 yy TROUPE OPMION coccsccisscccccccssececs| - DO.  cevecccscces| DO es 400 zs 
5 » Dny&n Prakfésh ............4.2...++-| Pooma.............+.| Bi-weekly ... 700 
i, MUIR se sescocrccccssesessedencecper] AMEMBccssccsccescere] WOOKIF ancl S98 
#7 | ,, Mahérashtra Mitra ...............00+| SAthraccrcseeeeeeee] Do, 250 | 
8 
9 


ig MOE PMUEEEE ce cccccccssccscessice! D0. cpssvecerced DG od 275 
RMSE GUMNEI cos ceccsesccsisccccnppes] SOOMM ccssdeccccveces] ADs --+| 1,000 
10 | 4, DmyAnodaya ........csccccecseeseseeee| DOMbAY .5......0006| Do, oe 325 
11 i) MOO PAEMIA. 5css icivevevenecedsestedss] B OOUMscccovcccccecech . UO ese} 1,390 
12 | ,, Subodha Patriké .................s0«+/ Bombay ............| Do. «| 1,600 
-Mara’THL. 
13 | The Arunodaya..............000 sssccoeesees| LDEDB..ccccccsseseee] Weekly ...) 410 
14 | ,, Jagan Mitra .................c00ceee..| Ratnagiri .........1 Do. mr 175 
15 | , Belgaum Samfchfr ..................| Belgaum............| Do. | 800 
16 | ,, Nydya Sindhu ..............5...++00«.| Ahmednagar ......) Do. ae 185 
Bh .  PORMODA UONOR 6.00550 ccc cacsesccctec] SAUCER. ccccccccccccee] DO a 85 
18 IIE ido sc asccssaccsvtecenesoocases Shol4pur Eee 
19 | ,, Khé&ndesh Waibhaw ................| Dhulia ............| Do. sat 125 
20 de IEEE. ccoscccpeicerscvssvedeess <etnerccadent: ame ‘3 400 
SI ,  PMM WEETIAD ovccccccccceccesccenccee] BUAMII sovcesese soos] DOs 
22 yw Hitechchhu ........cccseeesseeeeseeee] KalAdgi ............| Do. eid 125 a 
23 | ,, Satya Shodhak ... .........0....s000+-| Ratn&giri .........| Do. pt 150 
Rates Pica ocd iccsesocivasisesvest SAMO ssvevevecweveet DO. -ave} ... $40 7 
25 | ,, Dhérwhr Write .....sssssecesseeee| Db&Whr..ssweee| Do. — ...) 350 | 
26 | ,, Nagar Samfchér ....................] Ahmednagar ......| Do. at ee a 
Bye oka aids ass ccscagacsoseesscosl BORE csrecssentsesoed, DG odie ag 
28 | ,, Swadesh Mitra ...............000.--.] Bombay .......0.-.-] Tri-weekly... 600 
i : 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 


» Sanm&rg Darshak .....................| Mudhol ............) Weekly ...) | 120 
x9 Dnydn Sdgar ......scccsccccsssecesseeeee] KOHAPUL ...000... 
», Pandhari Writta  ........secsssesees-| Pandharpur ...... 
9 Vengurla Writta Coenereceserees “> a Vengurla eebeeeees 


* “ 
Se * . 


eee ] 25 : ie 
ae 4 


sss 


. A'rya Warta ii scccpenkvente 
sos SINIEIG: srecrcnonesoseiiliteessecaat MUMMMIMcesstess ccrn 
»» Jalgaon Samfchér ...........cs00.0- | Seieeen sass gatks 
| » Vasai Saméchér .......0+.....ssese4| Bassein luis 
oR . soe. caccacsexesl MAMIE sci cances 
os + nt tr BE 


. 


- Dnyéin Bodhale ......s00ssssssseseeeee Dhérwér,........... 


> a ri fo . y% a a , f 7 ee 


eee 100 | aa 


PPPS P 
© 


we 


YF 


' 


} ee eeecececencce 


we 


? Re Ss ate | Ys 
ATty 


ae ee 


ae 


ES Sef OE tat 
pee Sorte’, 


a eae = 
Sr 
on > f 
aX< A ba 


~ 
igh . “ey. 
7 Sy 
ees 
= ee 
i et 
a vj 
215 er. 
ets - 
re: ate 5° 
= eee 
get 
Ley 35 
ete? 
we 4 
Phe 
he 
, t 
e 


ae ey tet 


Place of publication. 


R: “‘Wiwidha Dnyén Wistar ........004 
» Satdharma Dipa eereascegcerebeedqens 
9 say ie ae aN lp be 


The Surya Prakésh ......scesserseseerees 
MERMEIUENIEEL  cccknceatk dxcheseecnsaxeuse 


The Gujardét Mitra  .........ccccceeceseeees 
ae Bombay FIOITIROIAT. ¢..00secckecseoces: 
J&éme Jamsed 


” 
99 
2» 
9 

” 
” 
33 
39 
33 
2? 


33 


33 


32 


93 


The Chandrodays 


* 


leks UR hehe ess Steck tae 
BPE UU a adancascetdectivcdgcecaaes 
Samsher Bahadur seeennesenneeegessers 
Ahmedabad Saméchér ...,...2--0+«« 
Kaira Wartaman ,.,...,,.cocereseese 
Broach Wartamén 
Niti Prakcsh....-sssseseeyeeesqeresen 
MROIEO BEWUNTIGD | oe cccncccdtegensecs 
Gujarat NIE oscar se cctv coos 
NySya or Nee tdclat ee 
Swadesh Mangal ...........05+5-..00 
Broach Samach&r.,...0.0+...sseeee... 
Dandio 
Dnyfn Wardhak ......10+.,.0. ...-. 
Swadesh Watsal severe rousvieeseoges 
A'rya Dharma Prokésh ‘Seniare O 
Widys Mitra ie RR 
Swatantrata .........45 ssececepes 


Wepér Patriké ..........ssseepee. 


Mara "THI—continued. 


ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 


GUJARATI. 


*?  @* *-.?* * +? 


-CaNaregr. 


~*# * © ¢ ¥ 


und 


hol Kalb. ae 


i) 


"% 


ra 


eae eevee 


‘4 


* 


® €& *= F 8 


* 


seeeeeeesceeeseeeeeeetaee 


Akhbére Sowdégar bevecancesaaceeues 
P4rsi Punch . seneenvennegnennagegseeens 
Yajdén — sdessdedsisinaploveceess 


eeeeceeaeseseeegee eee 


’ 


PO SSOP OHH EOE TOPs eee ed oeeeESeseess 


Hinpusta‘yi, ee 
ane Kushfat ape: serscennnnngenenpce 


922° OO: GOP 


*? 


Bombay ..,......... 


Do, 
Do. 


Do. 


@e@G@eeeteeneee - 


“peeeeeeestee 


eeseeeeeeeeee 


eeeeereeeeees 


eeeegpeee @eee 


eeeeeeeeeeee 


eeeeseseeeeeer 


Do, 


Do, 


BPO ci vhiaeeiivaea 


Do. 


Do, 


Dhérwar....,....... 


* 


SP eeeeeeeeee 


eeetePceneece 


ee eeeeP egos 


CeelPeSOeaes 


* 


eae Sees sdtace. 
Alib&g ............ 
Bombay .....,...++- 


Ahmedahad ...... 


Bombay .....,...+++| 


NS RES 
Ahmedabad ...... 
MOR Sakis vesdincaa 
TREOWOE isiccccepens 
pe PR 
Bombay .....,...... 


°° «£ me 


Broach .,.....++++:| Do 

iicetsc ee 
on LE 
Bombay ..,...09.-. 


Bombay srepeeseenes 


. i. a 
" ee ee . ; ‘3 
Kurrachee ee 


- 


“ 


mos j nes 

POW Pay name wit be ght SOE 
sr M ps ag ap ash ee? f 
oy oF 2) ays at etek yee, 


okra 


e : ri al 
wabitenss bre Os ik 
at Oe AE i 
ANY " 
; 


er 


“In the treatment of the inhabitants in and about Cabul who are in a state of 


the boundaries of the Indian Empire have been carried as far as Cabul, and it is 


= 2 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 20th October, in one of its principal leaders, 
gives the substance of the oon: of General 
Makes remarks on the Roberts and says that it is glad that Cabul has been 


| Freclamation of General taken. It would, however, have been much better if this 


result had been achieved after an encounter with the in- 
surgents. It is reported that they have fled in the direction of Herat. If this 
be true, it cannot be said that the pacification of Afghanistan has been completed 
by the successes which have been gained up to the present time. The writer 
does not approve of the heavy punishments with which the inhabitants in and 
about Cabul have been threatened, since severe measures are calculated to drive 
them to desperation, and may in the end oblige them to make a stand in self 
defence. It is, therefore, to be hoped that the British Government would adopt 
milder treatment. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from by by the roe gags 

says that on the night of the 13th October the village — 
eens Seecrty at Vine. of Dhom in the Wa; Téluka was attacked by a band 
of dacoits amounting to about one hundred men, and, after plundering seven 
houses, they carried away property to the extent of five thousand rupees. It is 
said that they had five guns and swords in their possession. They entered the 
village about nine at night and left before five o’clock in the morning after : 
doing their nefarious work. Some of these robbers are said to have taken part : 
in the disturbances which happened in the Deccan before the rains, and they 
have among them some persons belonging to this neighbourhood. Tatya 
Kanitkar and other respectable inhabitants of Dhom were severely maltreated. 
Tranquility reigned during the rains, and it was concluded that dacoities 
had altogether ceased, but this occurrence, which has created profound sensation, 
will disabuse the public mind of that delusion. The inhabitants are sufferers 
in every way. If there had been a few guns and swords in the village, the 
villagers would have been able to defend themselves. As it is, the Government 
is unable to keep order, and the people are unable to protect themselves against 
marauders. Besides, high prices and taxes are driving the masses to desperation. 
It is to be hoped that Government will do something to alleviate the sufferings 
of the people. In conclusion, the correspondent says that the District Police 
Superintendent and other officials are engaged in finding out the whereabouts 
of the miscreants. 


_. The Native Opinion (4) of the 19th October, in an article on Afghan Affairs, | 
ae : gives the substance of the proclamation of General : 
fai maton Afghan Roberts, and observes that the object of the second a 
; expedition has been thoroughly accomplished. The 
intentions of Government, however, with respect to the future of Afghanistan 
have not yet been made public. At present excessive severity has been shown 


great agitation. It has been decided to levy contributions from the people, but 
it 1s not known in what way the proceeds will be applied. Again, no decision 
has been arrived at whether the cost of this campaign is to be met from the 
English or Indian treasury ; but since the expenditure of the last campaign has 
been paid from the revenues of India, it is to be hoped that the charges of this 
expedition will be paid from the English Exchequer. 


The same, in noticing the conclusion of the Zulu war, says tint the. Boeliek 

Empire covers so large a portion of the habitable 

Pall of tale eo the globe, that even Englishmen have come to see the 

, lates of extending its area still further. But since 

the aecession of the present Ministry to power, the policy has been to add new 

territories to the already overgrown dominions of Queen Victoria. Within the 
few years a large portion of Africa has been annexed. Cyprus now belo 


) to England. Some parts of New Zeal and have also been appeopeaten 1h \) a 


British Government has undertaken the protection of the Sultan of Turkey, and : 
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- pot known whether the utmost limit has been reached. There is besides every 


probability of a tag ro with Burmah. Under these unprecedented circum- 
stances, we were in doubt, says the Native Opinion, as to the policy which would 
be pursued towards the country of the Zulus. We imagined that Cetewayo’s 

lace would have been filled up by some native ruler, and that the British 
Bovernsent would decline to incur further nsibility. But this conjecture 
has been falsified. Zulu-land has been partially annexed. It cannot be said 
that English statesmen are not alive to the danger of extending the limits of 
their Empire, but at the same time they do not seem to get rid of their desire 
for territorial aggrandizement. ‘The fate of Zulu-land is the result of this 
singular feeling. Here is given the substance of the treaty concluded with the 


Zulus. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 20th October says that many advantages have 
undoubtedly resulted from the preservation of forests, 
but at the same time the extreme rigour with which 
the forest laws have been enforced has been productive 
of much mischief. For instance, the people who 
formerly used to obtain their living by selling grass and fuel gathered from the 
forests have now lost their means of subsistence, and their condition is very 
pitiable. The agricultarists are in distress, because they cannot get the loppings 
of bushes, and the masses are complaining on account of the scarcity of fuel. 
It is, therefore, to be hoped that the rigour of the forest laws will be somewhat 
relaxed. 


Requests Government to 
relax the rigour of the forest 
laws. 


The same, in an article on Afghan Affairs, says that the conquest of Afgha- 

anc ks on Afehan stan is now an accomplished fact, and the only 
fic SC Questions which remain to be settled are the cost of the 
campaign and that of the army which will have to be 
located in order to keep possession of the country. The people of India have 
been so much reduced by famine that it is clearly beyond their power to bear 
even the expenditure of the present expedition. It is, therefore, to be hoped 
that those who are at the helm of affairs will deeply consider what they are 
about before they finally come to a decision on this point. It is said that since 
the conquest of Afghanistan has been effected for the benefit of India, it is of 
course not right that England should suffer for it in any way. This view is 


not altogether incorrect. But if Indiais unable and England unwilling to meet 


the charges incidental to the. settlement of Afghanistan, there must be some 
way of solving the difficulty. Here the writer says that the revenue of Afgha- 
nistan is calculated at about thirty-five lacs of rupees, and this amount may be 
doubled under a civilised government. If this be so, both England and India 
need not concern thémselves about the question of expenditure. A certain 
newspaper suggests that, in order to avoid the necessity of keeping up an 
expensive force in Afghanistan like that in India, an army of Zulus should be 
formed and sent to guard that country. The Zulus are a brave race and 
superior to the Afghans in physical vigour. Besides, the expense of maintaining 


an army of Zulus will be inconsiderable. The Suryodaya entirely concurs in 


these views. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 17th October, in an article on Afghan Affairs, 
after giving a succinct narrative of the events which 
aoe: remarks on Afghan have happened, observes that some English journals 
believe that Abdul Rahiman has joined the insurgents 
who have fled in the direction of Badakshan, and that owing to the support 
which he is likely to receive from Russia, the present war might ultimately 
assume greater dimensions, We are not, says the Arunodaya, in a position to 


Judge as to how far this opinion is founded on facts, but the present complica- 


tions will finally lead to a rupture between England and Russia, and although 
the former may be successful and the defeat of the latter may in itself be a 
great gain, yet the loss of men and money will be immense, and for that reason 


we should greatly deplore the situation. Again, it is reported that General _ 


Roberts has asked the pene of the Supreme Government to imprison 
Yakub Khan, because it has been discovered that his chief advisers took part in 
a NP25—10 (con 467] : 
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_ the massacre of the British Envoy and his comrades, and it is also suggested 


that they should be punished with death. These proposals are not harsh, but 
the present occasion does not seem to be opportune for carrying them out. 


The Arunodaya does not believe these statements, and is sure that Government. 


will not accede to this line of conduct towards the Amir and his officers. 


The same in another article descants on the disadvantages of drinking, 


smoking and false swearing, and says that it is to be 


Hopes that Government regretted that these vices are on the increase, and 
and the people will take 


Seilsan tdretard theprdateds hopes that Government and the people will take 
i? eethth Vinee. measures to retard their progress. 


The same says that itis reported that Mr. Ramchandra Govind Oka, an 


a Assistant Engineer on the Hutgi State Railway, has 
Makes remarks in connec- en dismissed f . er 
isso ith the allowed dieutines! be smissed from service for feigning sickness 


Mr. Ramchandra Govind When he was really well. The reasons which have 
tog 2 eo led the authorities to take this extreme step are not 


known, but it is stated that he was not on good terms 
with his superiors, and that this result was not altogether unexpected. If there 
be any truth in this conjecture, the occurrence is to be regretted. Mr. Oka is 
an old servant of Government, and has been an efficient and popular public 
officer, and it is therefore to be regretted that he should have been so severely 
treated. Government should make public the charges against him, and should 


consider the advisability of  ngmeee g him. ‘The public will not be satisfied 
if any other course is adopted. 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 20th October says that it is intended to do 


| away with the existing salt-pans in the Collectorate of 
: ps2 omehey hw ateteare Ratnagiri. If this information be correct, the result 
sah ap ei will be detrimental to the inhabitants of the district. 
Since the salt-works yield considerable revenue to 
Government, there is no reason why they should be forcibly closed. Besides, 
the people who will be thrown out of employment by this measure will not find 
it easy to earn their livelihood by any other trade. It must also be remembered 
that the price of salt will be considerably enhanced, if it has to be imported from 
other parts. This is no mere conjecture, but has actually come to pass where 
salt-works have been already closed. Again, the injury to the health of the 
people om account of the dearness of salt will be great, and the fishermen who 
require salt for preserving fish will also be the greatest sufferers. It is to be 
hoped that the Collector of Salt Revenue will give his best consideration to the 
above facts before coming to a final decision on the subject. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 10th October in an only leader narrates the events 

3 which have led to the preparation of the Khoti Bill, 

hay Bi gaa "Khe, 2nd observes that this measure appears to be the 
ea result of eight years’ cogitation. In introducing it into 
the Legislative Council, the Honourable Mr. Ashburner 
said that the Native Army of this Presidency was mainly recruited from the 


Konkan, and it was with the intention of pacifying the inhabitants of that pes ) 


of the country that this measure was devised. The kunbis of the Konkan 
must be deemed particularly fortunate, since Government has been engaged for 
the last eight years in devising schemes for their welfare. But this ought not 
to create surprise. The kunbis of the Konkan are useful to Government inas- 
much as they form the greater portion of the Native Army. It has always been 

i Soak after the interest of those who are useful to 
them, and to treat with contempt those of whose services they have no need. 
But up to this time it was the impression that this characteristic was peculiar 
to oriental rulers only, and that the British Government, which plumes itself on 
its ene and impartiality, would not act in the same manner. But the 
Contession of the Honourable Mr. Ashburner has disabused the public mind of 
that idea. It would, however, seem that Government cares for t e kunbis only 
until they have entered the army, and not afterwards. Not a single line has 


n published to show that, provision has been made for the widows and 
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children of the sixty oper who were killed during the attack on the 
Residency at Cabul. In his speech in the Legislative Council, the 
Honourable Mr. Ashburner declared that the amount of literature which he 
had read relating to Khoti tenures would make up an ordinary library. The 
Shiwdji is not disposed to attach much importance to this statement, since the 
conclusion to which the Honourable Member has arrived is incorrect. Mr. 
Ashburner says that Khots did not exist before the times of the Peishwas. This 
statement is erroneous, There are many Khots who are in possession of sanads 
granted by Mahomedan sovereigns who reigned anterior to the times of the 
Peishwas. This evidence is decisive against Mr. Ashburner. It is, however, 
not difficult. to account for the origin of the Khots. When population was 
sparse and the country was covered with thick jungle, exceptional privileges 
had to be given to encourage cultivation and also for the timely and speedy 
recovery of revenue. The individuals who succeeded in obtaining these 
privileges can be no other than the Khots, many of whom spent their all in 
reducing the country to order. It is no wonder that Mr. Ashburner should 
speak slightingly of such a set of persons in the quiet times of the present 
century, but there can be no doubt that they performed signal services to their 
sovereigns in past times. If the Honourable gentleman had perused some of the 
sanads which were given in evidence in courts of law, he would not have made 
the statement which he did. It would seem that no responsibility is incurred 
in expressing opinions in the Legislative Council without thoroughly investi- 
gating the facts of the case. Again, the Honourable gentleman remarked that it 
was absurd to imagine that any body;possessed any rights under the arbitrary 
rule of the Peishwas, particulary when there were no courts of justice to enforce 
those rights. Without entering into the vexed question of the nature of the 
government of the Peishwas, it is enough to remark that to treat the subjects 
with scorn is not the characteristic of a good ruler, and Mr. Ashburner cannot 
be unaware of this proposition. The British Government wishes to respect all 
vested interests, and it is for this reason that tranquility reigns in the country. 
In conclusion, the writer observes that it is absurd to institute any comparison 
between the system of Government which obtains now, and that which prevailed 
in the times of the Peishwas, since the former is professedly cunducted on 
constitutional principles, while the latter was notoriously arbitrary. 


The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 19th October does not approve of the 


order alleged to have been issued by Mr. Ollivant, 
te that unscrupulous the First Assistant Collector of Surat, prohibiting 
Tere none should be Mukhtydrs in general from practising in the courts of 
prohibited from practising, u vy S in gene m prac g in tne courts 0 
the City Magistrate of Surat and of the Md4mledar of 
Chordsi. It is said that some of. the Mukhtydrs do not discharge their duties 
properly. They get up false evidence, encourage litigation, extort money from 
their clients on different pretences, or abuse the confidence imposed on them 
by si divulging the weak points of their clients’ cases to the opposite 
parties. But these accusations cannot be levelled at all the Mukhty4rs among 
whom there are some good men, who ought not to be made to suffer for the sins 
of their comrades. It behoves the authorities to find out the unscrupulous 
characters and to issue prohibitions against them only. This they ought to do 
in the interests of the poor people who cannot afford to engage Vakils. 


Se 


The same states that a suit is pending in the court of the First Class 
Subordinate Judge of Surat between the Bakshi and 


uests Go 
PBs. Sela pe Bg the daughter of the Nawéb. The counsels on both 


Judge sides argued their respective cases before Mr. Bhidé. 
taking a ee — was, however, transferred to another place before 

Ae Ei og he could give his decision, and a new Sub-Judge has 
come in his place, The Barristers had, therefore, to argue again, and thus the 


parties were put to additional expense. It would be well, therefore, were 


another 
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overnment to instruct Judges and Sub-Judges to finish a case before taking up 
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The Bombay Samdchér (50) of the 24th October, in alluding to the re-appear. 


ance of the crime of dacoity in the Deccan, observes 
Requests Government to that before and for some time after the apprehension 
ascertain the cause of the Of Wasudev Balwant Fadke, it was expected that 
reappearance of dacoitiesin dacoities would cease. But their re-appearance proves 
oR yg and . as" that there must be some other cause besides instigation 
e means or e . . . . 
Anciciie of yaks. from Fadke. It is desirable to discover it; and 
unless that is done, it will be impossible to adopt 
measures for the extinction of the crime. It behoves Government, therefore, 
to make every exertion to find it out. The rats threatened at one time to be 
a “ge curse to the Deccan fields, and appropriate rewards were given for 
killing them. Though a large number of these animals has been destroyed, 
yet they still continue to commit damage. It behoves the authorities to give 
their immediate attention to the adoption of effectual measures for the removal 
of the evil. ‘The crops in the Deccan are languishing for want of rain, and if it 
does not fall in time, the population would be once more exposed to the same 
evil from which it has seriously suffered for the last three years. 


The Jame Jamsed (51) of the 22nd October is glad that the Press in 
England has disapproved of the cry raised by certain 

Is glad that the Home Anglo-Indian papers for the abolition of the office of 
papers admit the usefulness the Press Commissioner. When a check was placed 
of the office of the Press ky " 
Couaniteaioner. upon the writings of the Native Press by the new Press 
Act,it was deemed necessary that vernacular newspapers 

should be supplied with correct information on political affairs, that they may not 
be misled by false rumours as before. Formerly several native papers used to 
make severe observations on the acts and measures of Government in the 
absence of authentic information. Now-a-days the Editor of a newspaper can 
call upon the Press Commissioner to furnish him information regarding admi- 
nistrative measures, the publication of which is not detrimental to the interests 
of the State, and can obtain the’same easily. Thus the Commissioner’s office 
has become a great convenience to the public and the Government. It ought, 
therefore, not only to be continued, but steps should be taken to increase its 
utility. The Jdme Jamsed, in conclusion, expresses gratitude to Government for 
furnishing information about the Cabul expedition, and advises the Native Press 


to express the same publicly in an appropriate address to Government. 


The same observes that several of its contemporaries suppose that India 
will have to bear the entire cost of the present Afghan 
Does not think that the campaign. ‘They draw this conclusion from the fact 
yew cost of the present that the Government of India has ordered that the 
ghan campaign will be ‘ ast 
ines Gann charges of this expedition should not be entered 
| separately, but should be included in the current 
expenditure of the Empire. In the first place it is not known on what grounds 
this assertion has been made. But even supposing that instructions have been 
issued not to keep a separate account, it does not follow that India is to bear 
the burden of the entire cost. If England decides to pay a portion, the amount 
can easily beascertained from the general balance sheet. Again, the newspapers 
in England urge that the expense of the Afghan expedition should be divided 
m @ certain ratio between England and India, and unless this is done the latter 
will not be able to meet the entire charges, This being the opinion of the 


public in England, it is therefore not easy to believe that India will be saddled 
with the entire cost of the present expedition. 


The same of the 24th October observes that the retail-sellers of salt have 
raised the price of salt without any adequate cause. 


Complains that the retail- [¢ ; Sg a 
sellers pry Messinia. It is no wonder that they have succeeded in doing 


a this, as almost all of them belong to one caste. It is 
iat ome the price of true that this year’s monsoon which set in rather early 

washed away a great deal of salt. But the retail- 
sellers had not to pay for it more than they did before, as Government has not 
increased the duty. There is, therefore, no reason why the price of salt shoul 
be increased. Again, the retail-sellers cheat the public in selling. The 
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the paili in such an artful way that it contains only half the quantity which it 
is capable of holding. It would be well if Government were to direct the sale 
of salt by weight instead of by measure. 


The Rast Goftdr (53) of the 12th October says that although the School of 


Art in Bombay may have contributed to the success 
Censures Mr. Terry forthe of the Fine Arts’ Exhibitions held in Simla and Poona, 


negligen’ performance of yet upon the whole it has not been a successful 


' institution. Mr. Terry is an able officer, but unfortu- 
ete nately he does not Rectan his heart in his work. 
There are many like him who content themselves by writing reports containing 
false praise and a colored view of things, but do little work themselves, and 
thus diminish the utility of the departments in their charge. Mr. Terry has 
been in charge of the Sir Jamsetji Jijibhai School of Art for the last twenty-five 
years, but during that period he has not turned out a single painter or any other 
artist of repute ; the most he has been able to do has been to produce only a 
few ordinary artists. ‘There is no doubt that he possesses thorough babwhedie 
of his profession ; but it is alleged against him that he does not evince zeal in 
imparting instruction to his students. Dr. Birdwood censures him for attemptin 
to drive out the native arts and for giving them a European turn. In addition 
to the inattention of the teachers of the Art School generally to their proper 
duty, the liberty they enjoy to practise privately the very arts to teach which 
they are employed, contributes also to the neglect of their legitimate duties. 
When the Simla and the Poona Fine Arts’ Exhibitions have achieved success, 
there must be some cause for the poor appearance made by the Bombay Fine 
Arts’ Exhibition, and it seems that its sole management by Mr. Terry had led 
to this unsatisfactory result. The decision given by the High Court in the 
celebrated Dr. Barjorji’s Picture Case shows that he has been negligent in-the 
matter’of the exhibition. This and other neglect on his part dissuades the 
owners of rare and beautiful works of art from sending them to the exhibitions 
in which he has a hand. It is said that Mr. Arthur Crawford is engaged in 
making a collection of the birds on the Malabar Coast. Being aware of the 
neglect shown in the keeping of the articles in the Bombay Museum, it is said 
that he is thinking of presenting his collection to some other institution. This 
is one among many instances of the aversion shown in consequence of the 
negligence of Mr. Terry. It is necessary that the usefulness of the School of 
Art and the Museum in Bombay should increase ; and if this is to be accom- 


plished, the first thing to be done is that Mr. Terry should be told to retire on 
pension. 


The same of the 19th October, in alluding to the appointment of Mr. W. 
Maitland, as Sheriff of Bombay for the coming year, 
Disapproves of the appoizt- observes that this nomination is of the same sort as 
Sherif of Bombe 2 Ge some others recently sanctioned by His Excellency 
coming year. ' the Governor, the reasons for making which are 
Oe | incomprehensible. The office of Sheriff, which is a 
_ 8inecure, is considered a fit reward for a citizen who has rendered valuable 
services to the public. Mr. Maitland has not only rendered no such service, 
but the natives do not know him even by name. The Anglo-Indian papers 
suggested the names of Messrs. Maclean, Kirkham, Kettridge, Tennent and 
Mull in connection with this office, and stated that the choice should have fallen 
on one of them. Mr. Martin Wood’s name ought to have been added to the 
above list. Among natives Mr. Nowroji Fardunji and others are eminently 
deserving ublic men. In passing over the claims of all these gentlemen and 
iN appointing Mr. Maitland, His i 
power which belongs to him. (The Jéme Jamsed (51) of the 20th October, the 
Yajdén Parust (55) and the Indian Spectator (1) of the 19th express somewhat 
similar sentiments. ) oe 
The same, in an article headed ‘ The Coming Bill of Costs,” observes that 
it is impossible at this time to imagine what portion 
Says that the cost of the of the expense of the present Afghan war will fall on 


x 
should na India. e railway from ar to Dadar and the 
alone. rahe ai be Me ce ‘tramway in the Bolan Pass alone will cost seventy 
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three lacs of rupees; and the line is to be continued 
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to Candahar. Extensive transport arrangements for ras vast stores of provi- 
sions and ammunitions are being made. This leads the Aw Gazette to ‘eemiae 


that the cost of the present campaign will come up to the expenses of the first 
Afghan war, which amounted to fifteen krores of rupees. There may be good 
reasons for vg: this vast expenditure; but the most important question is 
whether India will be able to meet it. A contemporary says that Government will 
goon raise a new five per cent. loan. But before imposing any new burden on 
the Indian revenues, it would be well to bear in mind the opinion expressed by 
the London Economist that it is just that England should bear the whole of 
the cost of the present campaign which is an Imperial concern, and should not 
charge any portion of it to the Indian treasury. The Rdst Goftdr then expresses 
deep gratitude to Professor Fawcett for undertaking to write an article in the 
Nineteenth Century pointing out the loss which would befal India were a 
new burden imposed on her, (The Loka Mitra (57) of the same date also 
pleads the inability of India to bear the cost of the war, and suggests that it be 
paid partly from the fine which would be levied on Cabul as a punishment for 
the murder of the British Resident, and partly from the English treasury, which 
ought to bear the remajning burden, as the war is more an Imperial concern 
than anything else.) (The Yajddn Parast (55) of the same date simply pleads 
the inability of India to bear the heavy cost of the present campaign and of 
the force which would be required to be maintained in Afghanistan to preserve 
peace, and awaits the decision of Government on this important subject.) 


The same publishes a Gujardti hand-bill said to have been issued by one 

Pandit Shital4datta Umddatta, residing in House No. 

Recommends to the notice 85, opposite the Kawdkhand, in Modikhdnd, Fort, 

of the police one Shitalédatta Bombay. The bill announces that the Pandit possesses 
who has advertised that he 


possesses supernatural power Supernatural powers for making barren women bear 
of making barren women Children, and for accomplishing several other 


fruitful. miraculous cures. The advertiser is recommended to 


the notice of the Police Commissioner, and is 
denounced as a fit subject for incarceration. 


The same observes that the decision given by Mr. Nand Moroji in the case 
ESRI i Oa ie of assault brought by Mr. Hormasji Shépurji, a 
given by Mr. Nén& Moroji in Solicitor, against Mr. Crummy of the Bombay Police, 
the case of assault alleged to appears defective from a legal point of view. The 
have been committed by Mr. Magistrate admitted that the respectability of the 
rummy is unsatistactory, § Harties had given an undue importance to an other- 
wise frivolous charge. But this importance is increased, because police officers 
in general behave disrespectfully to native gentlemen in public places. For 
these reasons, the Magistrate’s opinion that the charge had assumed an unneces- 
sary importance cannot be accepted without qualification. ‘Though the 
Magistrate may have been justified in giving the accused the benefit of a doubt 
as to his having used abusive language, he had no right to say that no assault 
had been committed, since it was proved by unexceptionable evidence. This 
offence in itself may be a small affair, but the Magistrate was not right in 
discharging the accused without exacting from him an apology or without 
censuring his conduct. Mr. Néng Moroji observed that the Inspector did not 
know that Mr. Hormasji was a Solicitor. Does Mr. Néné Moroji mean by this 
observation that, when a police officer does not know a person he is at liberty 
to make an assault upon him? (The Loka Mitra (57) and the Vajdén Parast 
(55) of the same date express sentiments somewhat similar to the above.) 


The same, in alluding to the prohibition issued by the Police of Bombay 

| | against a certain Mull& from preaching near the 

00 ie that the Mahomedan Dhobi Taldév tank, observes that cor ndents of the 
had i: neat. gy Times of India remark that the police have done this 
reasons, 


itself says that he has been prohibited because he 
used to abuse Christianity and other religions, and because there was the fear 


of a disturbance. The dst Goftér hopes that the Commissioner of Police 


convinced himself that the Mahomedan preacher did commit either of the 


because he used to preach sedition. But the Times ~ 
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offences before issuing the prohibition. He appears to be a respectable man. The 

ple. who used to collect about him say that he used simply to preach against 
Christianity and not against any other religion. It was not his object to 
further the cause of Mahomedanism at the expense of any other religion. He 
never recommended any person to give up the religion in which he was born. 
He was an effective speaker and used to make strong remarks on the Bible, but he 
never abused Christianity or any other religion. Hence it is concluded that 
he has been prohibited from preaching without any adequate cause. It is also 
complained that the Pdrsi convert to Christianity who preaches near the Money 
School is not prohibited from doing so. The Rast Goftdr has nothing to urge 
against this convert, but would only remark that it would be better to prohibit 
him from preaching, as street-preaching is not beneficial to any religion, and 
that where people of different religions have to live near each other, it simply 
causes dissatisfaction. 


The Ahmedabad Samachar (60) : the i ete but received on the 20th, 
. observes that Act AV. of 1879 is more favorable to 
iam, anandiog: ‘the Civ debtors than to creditors. Now-a-days debtors conceal 
Procedure e, is more their effects, and become insolvent. When warrants 
favorable to debtors thanto are issued for attaching their property they send their 
— goods to the house of a neighbour, or a house rented 
by themselves and keep it constantly locked. These fraudulent debtors, if 
possessed of any immoveable property, transfer it to their friends and thus cheat 
their creditors. The Samdchdr gives a recent instance in which on a warrant 
from the Small Cause Court of Ahmedabad being taken to the house of a debtor, 
he shut the door in the face of the bailiff and prevented him from entering. 
The Procedure of 1827 was really excellent, but subsequent legislation has been 
prejudicial to money-lenders and to trade. It is to be hoped that Government 
will in future pass such laws as are more favorable to creditors than to debtors. 


The Késide Mumbai (66) of the 20th October states that a feud exists 

SE SS eae between the “Verdwal’ and the “ Maéngroli” Haildi 

1. © tain mutter Memons of Bombay. They attacked each other in 

the police to a certain matter. / es age 

1874 and a couple of persons were injured. It is 

rumoured that they are likely to have another row. ‘The writer does not know 

how far this information is true, but would be glad if the police would make 
enquiries and adopt preventive measures, if necessary. 


The same, in alluding to the report that Yakub Khan has expressed a desire 

| to abdicate, states that the London Times has recom- 
Observes that a descendant mended that a Durani Chief should be placed on the 
of Amir Shah Sujashould be throne of Cabul. But this recommendation ought 
placed on the throne of Cabul. not to be adopted. Yakub Khan has been loyal to-the 
British Government. He respected the treaty of 

Gandamak, and has not been found to have had any hand in the massacre of the 
Embassy. He has also acted against the wishes of almost all his subjects by 
coming over to the British camp and giving such aid as he could to the 
mvading army. Will the other descendants of Amir Dost Mahomed Khan be 
satisfied if the children of the loyal Yakub Khan are excluded from the throne ? 
Besides, it is doubtful whether a Durani Chief will be able to hold Afghanistan 
in @ firm grasp. Under these circumstances the best policy would be to place 
a descendant of Amir Shah Suja on the throne with the consent of the Afghans. 


SS nnetment will at once restore peace in Afghanistan and save all future 
rouble, | 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Jagan ‘Mitra (14) of the 13th October complains 


idits cellent oi: tivs exams pl the road which through the town of 


of the town of Ratn&giri. i : 
—— state, and the inhabitants will not derive any benefit 


from it until it is completed. The gutters by the side of this road have also 
been me bait The condition of the roads in the town of Ratnégiri generally 
'S unsatisfactory, and it is to be hoped that the Municipal authorities will take 
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ir them. The inhabitants have-not been my, gainers by the 


| Police peons do not move about the town at 
egligence has led to an increase in the number of thefts and 
robberies. By allowing trees to grow indiscriminately in the town, the air has 
been spoilt and the injury to the health of the inhabitants has been great. The 
correspondent trusts that the Collector and the City Magistrate of Ratndgiri 
will not delay in taking remedial measures. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 12th October says that the Municipality of 


nests the attention of 00lépur suffers in a pecuniary point of view ina 
the Municipal authorities of variety of ways. For instance, when goods arrive at 
Sholépur to cases of alleged the first toll-gate near the railway station, the toll-man 
cheating in the payment of delivers a pass correctly filled up to the cartman, 
osreaeeeeams while he keeps an office copy with the name of the 
consignee written in it. After the socks have reached the town one of the 
cartmen takes the pass back to the toll-man who destroys it, and enters in his 
office copy such figures as he likes, and the Municipal dues are paid accordinly. 
Of course the gain is divided between the toll-men and the cartmen. The 
Municipal authorities are requested to direct their attention to this subject. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
28th October 1879. 
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ia NATIVE PAPERS 
: ‘For the Week ending Ist November 1879. 
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3 The Indu Prakdsh  ........ssssseesesee+ee.| Bombay .....+.40...| Weekly 
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30 49 Dyan Sagar ......cccccccscsescersceeee| OLRGPUP ..000... 3 
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82 | ,, Vengurla Writta .....coccceccsereee-| VODQUPM ....0000, 
33 | ,, Alrya Warta ........ccccseeeseeeeeseeeef Dhulia  ......000.., 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 26th October says that the history of the 
Indian Press reveals a series of high-handed measures 


Says that no respectable unparalleled even in the annals of Russia. We 


man will agree to the rules : , 
drawn up for the guidance of cannot MMagine, Says the Spectator, what has come 


special correspondents at the Ver the spirit of Lord Lytton? He proved his sense 


seat of war. . of justice and impartiality by werraesry ha as 
the champion of nativesin the celebrated er Case ; 


but unfortunately since then he has become the most despotic and intolerant of 
Indian Viceroys. We cannot help thinking that His Excellency has for some 
time been the victim of a strange hallucination with respect to the Indian Press. 
The Native Press was the first to be outraged. Then the Anglo-Indian Press 
was placed under the direct surveillance of the Press Commissioner. And now 
the special correspondents at the seat of war are to be henceforth marshalled as so 
many soldiers under a discipline harsher than that to which soldiers themselves 
are subjected. We are certain no gentleman will agree to abide by the rules 
drawn up for the guidance of special correspondents, The Press of India is 
now effectually gagged, 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 27th October says that it is to be regretted 
that the young Raja of Kolhé ur was kept during the 

Says that the Kérbbéri at last rainy season at Rajkot, although he was himself 
rar ne rl amor en coe suffering from fever, and although some of his atten- 
at State S~S™*~*~*é«anttts lied from that malady. In his then state of 
health, the Raja should have been removed to Kolhé- 


_ pur or some other healthier locality; but it is alleged that he was detained 


against his wish at the Rajkumar College by the order of the Karbh&ri, on the 
plea of the difficulty of locomotion during the rains. If this allegation be true, 
the rumour that Mr. Mahadji Wasudew Burvey is a source of disquiet to the 
young Prince would appear to have some foundation. The Times of India 
recently gave out that strange delusions had taken possession of the mind of 
the Raja of Kolhapur, but we are in a position to state, says the Indu Prakdsh, 
that this assertion is altogether iiionied. It is suid that Mr, Burvey and 
others are inclined to countenance the report circulated by the Times of India. 
We do not know what value to attach to this statement, but our contemporary 
the Subodha Patriké makes it with the greatest confidence. 


The same in its local news says that as the Dewa4li holidays are approach- 
| ng; it is desirable that the regulations oli the 
Says that the police regu- police authorities will soon issue about letting off fire- 


lations with respect to the | : 
Lelie ‘ot of Seawrocks. and works and crackers, should be as clear and distinct as 


crackers should be clear and Possible. Last year a distinguished Hindu gentle- 


distinct. man had to submit to a severe personal indignity on 


account of the indistinctness of the regulations, and it 
18, therefore, to be hoped that Sir Frank Souter will pay particular attention to 
the suggestion made above. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 26th October, in an article on the Afghan War, 

| says that some English journals believe that th 
tin mat Tamarks in connee- settlement of Afghanistan will now be an easy affair, 
° since Yakub Khan has abdicated. They contend that 
there was suspicion against him of having been privy to the murder of Sir 
Louis Cayagnari, and although he may not have been reall guilty of this serious 
charge, yet his incapacity to control his subjects was manifest from the sequel. 
Upon the whole his tate Bo betrayed his incompetence as a ruler, and reg se 
as he was on the throne, he would have been a hindrance in the way of the 
pacification of Afghanistan. It would have been well if he had joined the 
insurgents. The British army would then have had a foe to fight with, and the’ 


Afghans would have met with a just retribution. This is the kind of twaddl 
says the Native Opinion, in which the English newspapers are indulging 
‘not becoming in them to speak disparagingly of Yakub Khan and to. forget all 


past events. He is a brave warrior, and his capacity as a ruler has been tested 
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on many difficult occasions. Shere Ali would never have reigned but for his 
son Yakub Khan. We are surprised at the tone which the English journals have 
adopted towards him. The only mistake which he coma was in admitting 
a British Envoy at his court, and for this fatal error he is now paying the 


penalty. We believe that his resignation instead of mending matters will 
considerably complicate them. 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (5) of the 27th October, in a communicated article, 


describes the work which Dr. Fraser has to perform 
Makes comments in com- 4g. Railwa 


ged y Magistrate, and after enumerating his 
Be compulsory yervices, says that a short time ago Government desired 
him to retire from the beginning of the current 
month on account of his age. The object of the 55 years’ rule, says the writer, 
was to get rid of effete and inefficient men; but Dr. Fraser, although he is 
sixty-five, possesses physicial and intellectual vigour in abundance, ied is fully 
capable of discharging the onerous duties which devolve upon him. Besides, 
his work has on many important occasions been favourably reviewed by the 
superior authorities. When these facts were brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment by Dr. Fraser himself, another Resolution was issued, in which his period 
of service was prolonged for a couple of months, and it was stated that the 
unnecessary expense to which the Government was put in the case of one 
Fortune and the negligent manner in which that and several other cases were 
tried had induced Government to relieve him of his duties. The equity of this 
decision is peculiar. It seems to be the case of the wolf and the lamb in A%sop’s 
fables. Here the writer gives the substance, which is somewhat unintelligible, 
of three cases which led Government to form an unfavourable opinion of Dr. 
Fraser, and observes that the police authorities have had some hand in bringing 
about this result. It is surprising that Government should blame the Magistrate 
who protected innocent persons and dispensed justice. In these days the 
police department has. become the special favorite of Government, and hence 
istrates are known for various reasons to dread the displeasure of the police 
sgthaetilee. This is very sad. Dr. Fraser has laid the ge on under dee 
obligations by exposing the questionable practices of the police. When it 
becomes known that a Magistrate has been removed on a complaint from the 
olice, it is difficult to imgine how timid Magistrates will act with independence. 
We wonder, says the writer, how these considerations did not strike the mind 
of Government. We are not writing in a spirit of partisanship. The police 
have recently become insolent, and if Government sides with them, they will 
become more insolent still. Major Daniell is a discreet and intelligent Officer, 
and it is to be hoped that he will keep a strict watch on the doings of his 
subordinates, and thus afford security and happiness to the people. 


The same, in its issue of the 30th October, says that the system of adminis- 
as _ tration which at present obtains in India is hurtful to 
, Gives instances of maladmi- the people, and the want of effective supervision is the 
nistration owing to the want 4 . ° : 
of an effective supervision. cause of this unfortunate state of things. The intentions 
- of Government are always good, but much mischief 
is done by the way in which the administration is conducted. We will give 
many instances, says the Dnydn Prakdsh, in justification of our opinion. 
Government has promulgated excellent rules with respeet to the behaviour 
which Europeans should observe towards natives, but in practice they ate 
ignored by the official hierarchy, owing to the remissness of those who are at the 
helm of pe Meeaeg Again, in the imposition of the license-tax, the subordinate 
officers of Government refuse to bring te its notice the intense annoyance which 
it is causing to the masses, in order to compass their own ends. hen this tax 
was devised, it was the intention of Government that it should not reach persons > 
whose incomes ranged below a certain amount, but in fixing this minimum limit 
much oppression is practised. Similarly, in purchasing baggage animals for the 
Afghan expedition, injustice of the g kind has been perpetrated in several 
cases. Of course Government never intended that animals should be forcibl 
seized and their owners paid a less value than what they were actually worth, 
but several officials have actually done this in order to enhance their own 
importance. The manner in which the Contagious Diseases Act is being worked 
2uP1—l1 [con 489] ) : : 
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§ 
in the city of Poona is another instance of the annoyance which is caused to the 
people through the want of an effective supervision. The legislature intended 
that this law should only be enforced in places where soldiers were likely to 
come into contact with prostitutes, but asa matter of fact it is being enforced in 
places to which soldiers never resort. Besides, cases have been known where 


the Act has been made applicable to respectable women. All this confusion is 
the result of a want of effective supervision. 


The same, in its local news, states that the intention of Government in . 
introducing postal cards was to afford increased 

ee ee hone refer- facilities for correspondence to the public, but the 
ca baaial oo ah manner in which the authorities are carrying out the 


regulations is calculated to defeat the object which 
Government has had in view. According to the rules it is necessary that the 


address should be written on one side and the contents on the other, but if 
through inadvertence this is not strictly observed, an additional — of one 
anna ismade. ‘This proceeding is very harsh, and it will prevent the use of 


postal cards from becoming universal. It is to be hoped that the Post Master 
General will enquire into this complaint. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhékar (8) of the 29th September, writing 

from Urun Isl4mpur, reports that the house of one 
Kashalkar, an inhabitant of that town, was broken 
into by robbers on the night of the 6th of October. 
This is the fourth time that the house of this person has been attacked. When 
these and other similar occurrences are considered, it would seem as if this town 
was not under an orderly Government. There is a police station here, but the 
occurrence of thefts, robberies and fires seems to indicate that police peons do 
not move about at night, and perform their duties negligently.. The writer also 


complains that the bye-lanes of this town are neglected, and requests the 
municipal authorities to repair them. : 


The Subodha Patrikd (12) of the 26th October alludes to a report published 
ie ee in the Times of India with reference to the Maharaja 
es remargs apou 4 1+ 3 . 

ee ee ee bee, ieay "Sagat mo e-" his iach ie 
ohh em, woke ben certain that the Kdrbhdéri Mr. Burvey and other 
authorities consider that the state of the young Prince’s mind is not satisfac- 
tory. It is, however, well known that the conduct of Mr. Burvey is a source of 
torment to the Raja, and it is this which has undermined his constitution. It 
is, therefore, desirable that the young Prince should be, as much as possible, 
kept apart from Mr. Burvey. The latter does not entertain:a good opinion of 
the former, and also makes no secret of it. When the Raja was in Bombay he 
was kept under strict surveillance, and no one was allowed access to him without 
the consent of Mr. Burvey. It is stated that the Prince’s mother who had 
come to Bombay to enquire after her son’s health was not allowed to stay with 
him. There may have been good reasons for this course, but it only tends to 
confirm the rumour which has gained currency with reference to the treatment 
to which the young Prince is subjected. Again, it is given out on the best 
authority that when in Rdjkot, the Maharaja always attended to his studies 
and was never known to Nodes his tutors. There is, therefore, not a particle 
of evidence for the report which has been circulated that strange delusions have 
taken possession of the Maharaja’s mind. It would be well if Government 
were to institute a searching enquiry into this matter. It is alleged that the 
Te was kept at Rajkot notwithstanding the unsatisfactory state of his health. 


Anam be so, it is to be hoped that Government will not send him back to that 
piace. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 26th October, in an article on Afghan Affairs, 

Makes gives a narrative of the events which have ened, 

tion with Afghan af, «Sd states that it is given out that Russia has taken — 
ion of Merv. ‘This news is rather startling, but 

from the fact that orders have been given to construct a railway asfaras 

| » it would seem that the British Government fully realizes the situa-. 


i 


— of the inefiici- 
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tion. Notwithstanding its declarations to the contrary, Russia has taken 
possession of Khiva and has advanced even as far as Merv. Under these 
circumstances the promise of Russia that it would not interfere in Afghan affairs 
would seem to be hollow and unreliable. The Indian Government should now 
lose no time in securing Herat. By the conquest of Afghanistan the frontiers 
of the English and Russian dominions are now brought into close contact, and 
the future seems awful to contemplate. We earnestly hope, says the Arunodaya, 
that no calamity may befal this country, but should affairs take a serious turn, 
we have no doubt that our Government will be more than a match for the 
resources of Russia. 


The same, in another article, says that it has been predicted that in this 
age, which is called the Kali Yuga, vice will be on the 
Makes remarks on ascendant while virtue will disappear from the earth. 
politics of the world. ‘ . ° eae 
We have ample verification of this prediction, says 
the Arunodaya, in the conduct of the different nations of the world, In Africa 
_ the English have conquered Zulu-land. From this one would have thought that 
the pacification of that country was completed, but the fact is otherwise. The 
Zulus are dissatisfied with their new masters. In Europe confusion still pre- 
vails. A few years ago Germany brought France to its feet, and it is now 
endeavouring to humble Russia, and for this purpose it is trying to pick up a 
quarrel with that country at all hazards. Again, the Irish people are not con- 
tent to live under the domination of the English. But all these contentions 
sink into insignificance when the Afghan difficulty is considered in all its 
aspects. Russia has had an evil eye towards India for generations, and her 
intentions are now becoming pretty clear. The possession of the boundless 
resources of this country, and the desire of enlarging the boundaries of her 
empire has induced her to proceed in this headlong career. In order to frustrate 
her wicked designs our Government is wide awake. Afghanistan has been 
practically subjugated, and the British Government will be able to present a 
bold front to Russia at any moment. In conclusion, allusion is made to the 
complications in Burmah, to the differences which have arisen between China 
and Japan, to the war which is going on between the Russians and Turcomans, 
and to the disturbances in the Deccan, and it is stated that these eommotions 
are the natural consequence of the increase of vice and the absence of virtue all 
over the world. Our Government is doing its utmost, says the Arunodaya, to 
preserve order, but it does not seem likely that it will succeed. We must at 
the same time rejoice, as loyal subjects, in the endeavour which is being made 
to introduce law where chaos reigns. 


The same alludes to the reply of Lord Salisbury delivered on the 17th of . 
October to the deputation from the Manchester 
a vacs peneres ee —_ Chamber of Commerce on the subject of the abolition 
depalete from the Man. Of the duty on cotton goods imported into India, and 
chester Chamber of Com. observes that His Lordship seemed confident that it 
merce on the subject of the -would be ultimately done away with altogether. At 
wy Sad gh ge import- the same time he advised the merchants of Manchester 
| to wait patiently for the accomplishment of their 
object. Perhaps Lord Salisbury may have had the 
Afghan difficulty in his mind when he made this observation. We are surprised, 
says the pore ra that an influential Minister like Lord Salisbury, at a time 
when the Government of India is straining every nerve to increase its revenue 
in order to meet an increasing expenditure, should endeavour to cripple its * 
resources and to nip in the bud the rising cotton industry of India, We earnestly 
hope that the views of Lord Salisbury will not meet with the approval of the 
Secretary of State for India. | 


The same states that a short time ago about four thousand subjects ofthe = 
x _ Nawéb of Janjira assembled to petition the Assistant, j= ~~ 
a deck Se Bosanquet is Political Agent of that State for a relaxation of the | a 
Ria, rigour of the forest laws. On seeing the. vast assem- [) 
Dlage, the officer in question became somewhat alarmed fur his safety, -and ea 
ordered some of the AA Sr to be seized and sent them to jail. They. 
were all tried before Mr. Bosanquet who acquitted them, and cengured the. 
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Acsietant Political Agent. Mr. Dacinqust it is well known, al prays to God 
before taking his seat on the bench that he may deal justice, and in this case he 
undoubtedly did so. : 


The Satya Sadan (20) of the 25th October says that it has received a letter 
States the contents of a “ened by one Hari Rémoshi. From the post mark 
coral Seadien. on the outside of the envelope, it appears to have been 
| posted at Bankote. From the style of the composition 

the writer is evidently an uneducated man. He says that the English Govern- 
ment practises oppression on its own subjects as well as on those in the territory 
of the Habshi Chief. It is also alleged that recent legislation with reference to 
salt, forests, and civil courts is saldalated to drive the people to desperation, and 
by way of remedy it is suggested that all men in the service of Government 


should resign. Fearful consequences are threatened in the event of this advice 
not being followed. 


The Hitechchhu of Ahmedabad (48) of the 23rd October, but received on 
_ the 27th, again observes that Mr. Borradaile has not 
me wo fie aro only not done anything to deserve a memorial, but 
te aS Chas actually done harm to the inhabitants of 
Ahmedabad. He prevailed upon the Municipality to 

contribute fifty thousand rupees towards the construction of the Ellis Bridge; 
but did not secure to the Corporation a share in its income. After the 
demolition of the bridge, the Municipality did not even get any share of the 
proceeds of the sale of the timber. From the discussion which is going on 
between the Engineer’s department and the Municipality, it seems that the sum 
of seventy thousand rupees spent upon the Kaénkrid4 lake is a mere waste. 
Roads have been made about this lake, without considering that the water from 
the Khari Canal needs to be taken by way of the Kdnkrid lake in the direction 
of Chandol Narsinji for the rice-fields there, in order to save Government from 


aloss. These roads are six feet below the level of the water, which, according 


to the guess made by the Engineer’s department, would be collected in the 
tank ; and, hence, some of them would remain under water. The Aitechchhu 


censures the Shetids for giving a reception to Mr. Borradaile at the Kankrié tank 
on the Deserdé holiday. 


The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 26th October also discusses the question of 
| the expenditure of the Afghan war, and says that 
Hopes that the expenditure yltimately India will have to pay it. Although her 


of the Afghan expedition ee a: 
will be tectreced firm the Well-wishers pleaded her cause warmly before Parlia 


inhabitants of Afchanistan, m™ent, and although the Native Press unanimously 
ee HN represented that she should not be saddled with the 


cost of the first campaign, yet England did not listen to her prayer, and exacted 


the utmost farthing from her, in spite of the unsatisfactory condition of the 
treasury. It is true that there is nothing wrong in making representations with 
reference to the poverty of the Indian population ; but surely there can be no 
use in making frequent representations when the authorities. seem determined 
not to pay attention to them. It is better not to raise the question, since the 
cost of this expedition will certainly be thrown on India. The Mitra, however, 


hopes that the offending Afghans will be made to contribute towards the 
expenses of this war. : 


The Bombay Samdchdr (50) of the 31st October, in alluding to a rumour 
that it is the intention of the British Government to 


3 ar ape teed aged place Yakub Khan’s son on the throne of Cabul and 
on e rl OV-= e . : 
erment to place Yakub °° Cntrust the government either to an Afghan regent 


Khan’s son on the throne of OF 8 regency composed of British Officers, observes 
Cabul. that if the report be true, the proj - arrangement 
will not be approved either in India or in England. 


It is true that the young child of Yakub Khan ought to bethe next Amir after \ 


his father ; but it does not seem safe to create a regency composed of Afghans, 
which would be necessary if he were placed upon the ne. The assumption 
of the regency by the British Government would, however, be still more 
unsatisfactory. It would be tantamount to the annexation of Afghanistan, a: 


y proceeding which would cause a great deal of trouble and expenditure, whilethe 
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paratively small. Under these circum- 
stances the best course would be to place the rightful claimant on the throne, 
and leave him to rule the country. 


The Réast Goftdér (53) of the 26th October observes that from information 

_ which it has received from a reliable source, it = 

, Daze that strectpresching that the Mulla who used to preach near the Money 
cnet: School was not so very innocent as it was led to 
believe. He was in the habit of making use of improper expressions in ing 
of Christians and Englishmen. He was therefore properly prohibited from 
reaching. On the other hand, it is unaccountable os an interdiction has not 
bois issued against the Parsi eonvert.. The Indian Spectator (1) says that he 
too uses disrespectful words towards Mahomedanism and the other religions 
of this country. This assertion has not been contradicted. By permitting the 


8 
hamatt derivable from ih would be com 


followers of different religions to extol their own faith and to run down those | 


of others, the gulf whieh at present exists between them is widened, and hence 
street-preaching of all denominations should be strictly prohibited. The police 
have prohibited the Mulla from preaching, and ought to do the same to the 
P4rsi convert. 


The same states that certain Parsis wished to see a Burmese temple at 
| Rangoon, but the priests objected to their entering 
Says that Europeans should the building with their shoes on. Thereupon they 
a gage from en 8.4, complained to the local authorities, representing that 
gy vanenes the Parsis enjoyed the same rights as Europeans, and, 
therefore, should be allowed to go into that temple 
with their shoes on. But the decision has gone against them. In alluding 
to it, the Rast Goftdr observes that in Indian temples shoes worn by 
Europeans are as objectionable as those used by Parsis ; and henee any prohibi- 
tion which may be issued should be applicable to both. When Her Majesty the 
Queen was about to assume the Imperial title, the Rdést Goftdr suggested that it 
should be declared at the proclamation that no European, whatever be his 
station in life, should be allowed to enter Hindu temples with his shoes on. 
The suggestion was not adopted ; but it is hoped that Lord Lytton will now 
adopt it, and secure the everlasting gratitude of his native subjects. It is not 
right to prevent Pérsis from wearing their shoes in places in which Europeans 
are allowed to go with theirs. 


The same, in alluding to the strong language used by the Pioneer with 
‘a es reference to the rules about correspondents of news- 
Ps. paced atts far tite mepers, and to the bitter complaint made by the 
strong language towards Bombay Gazette about allowing the Pioneer’s special 
Government. correspondent to go with the invading army, observes 
that it is as well to remind Government that though 
it has branded the Native Press as disaffected, it is the Earopean Press which 
has abused Government in the present case. It has committed the very crime 
with which the Native Press was charged. If any native writer were to use 
language even less strong than that used by the Pioneer and the Bombay Gazette, 
it is not difficult to imagine how it would be characterized. 


A correspondent of the Yajdién Parast (55) of the 26th October complains 


om _ that the provisions of the Parsi Divorce Act work 
| rs m blintvs x Mrcnids harshly in the case of several persons, as the expenses 


under the Parsi Divorce Act. Of @ suit for divorce are often beyond the means of 


poor men. Under these circumstances many an 
unfortunate husband has not only to put up quietly with the disgrace of an 
erring wife, but has to make her an allowance, and the misery often endured 
is sufficient to distract the mind of many poor husbands. The Parust entirely 
agrees with the above observations, and hopes that Government will take steps 
to lessen the expenses of obtaining a divoree. 


The Yajdén Parast (55) of the 26th October states that at the auction 
sak sale of licenses for taverns in Bombay held on 


Gives reasons why no bid Tuesday last, Mr, Jacomb stated as one of the con-- 


be ey tg rag am ditions that no European liquor would be allowed to 


on Tuesday last, be sold at the taverns. This new condition’ led the 
persons who had come to bid, to hold off altogether. 
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Their silence, however, has been construed into a compact among themselves _ 


not to make any offers at any rate. But it is not so. ‘The tavern-keepers earn 
a deal by the sale of Europe spirits, while they make baathy any profit by 
. selling country spirits ; and, hence, when were told that would not 
be permitted to sell the former, they naturally withdrew from the auction. 
qh One reare The Loka Mitra (57) of the 26th October, in 
Peony ieee of she alluding to the re-appearance of dacoits and of rats in 
sole pearance of _— . the xa ge makes ee ee BO) of to iia 
e Veccan, and to adopt made the Bombay Samachdér ( of the 24th 
eee 4 oo at some length in the last 


Renisthhians of dake October, and noticed 
weekly summary. 
The Kaira Wartamdn (61) of the 22nd October, but. received on the 27th, 
| | ; states that some evil-disposed persons have cut down 
Asks the police to findout the standing crops in the village of Radu in the 
pret coger ar shot a fi, Matar Taluka, and caused heavy losses to the poor 
cillage of Rade in the Métar Yyots. On the 12th instant some stacks of bdjri corn 
Tal belonging’ to a of the same village were set on 
fire by an incendiary. ‘The police is requested to find: 
out these miscreants and get them duly punished. 
The Broach Samdchér (70) of the 23rd October, but received on the 27th, 
Regn sills ee Bese ovoeeene r poms of we station yt failing to 
sae : apprehend the gamblers who carry on their vocation: 
BRL RE ee cea on the road Teadin to the railway station. They 
deceive the passers by, and cheat them of their money. Last week they 
plundered a stranger who had come from Ahmedabad of his gold ring and. 
nine rupees. The police is asked to enquire into this case. 
The Wepdr Patrika (77) of the 30th October alludes to the petition of Mr. 
o | Raghunéth Ndér4yan Khote and others, relating to the 
Makes remarks with res- letting off of fireworks during the Dewédli holidays, 
: gre ~y gral ne jae and says that the regulations which are issued every 
utr. year by Sir Frank Souter are very stringent. The 
request: made m the memorial is not improper, and 
will, it is hoped, be granted by the Police Commissioner. If he proclaims at 
what hours fireworks should be let off in certain quarters of the city so as not 
to prove dangerous to the passenger traffic, the Hindus will be highly grateful. 
to him for allowing them to enjoy themselves during their annual festival. 
Municipalities. 
The Samsher Béhddur (59) of the 22nd October, but received on the 27th, 
| eensures the Municipality of Ahmedabad for not 
Censtres the Municipality obtaining a large supply of quinine for the use of the 
of Ahmedabad for not pur- very large number of poor inhabitants who are'suffering 
a . suPPy teat hs ot from fever. This malady has assumed the dimensions 
“ia pr iva habitants suffer. Of 20 epidemic, and there is not a single household, 
ing from: fever. one or more inmates of whieh are not laid up with it. 
Mortality from it has also considerably increased. 
For mitigating the suffermgs of the poorer portion of the citizens, the Samsher 
recommended the Corporation a fortnight ago to purchase a quantity of quinine. 
But the recommendation has not been attended to. Ht behoves Government, 
therefore, to compel the Munieipality to purchase it, and afford relief to the 
unfortunate sufferers. The rich citizens of Ahmedabad are also exhorted to 
contribute their mite for the relief of their fellow citizens. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 23rd October, 
Pipe a Li oon on the _ complains that Ba: tion 
omplaing corruption - has not disappeared from among the officials of the 
has not disappeared from Baroda administration, and ‘that poor petitioners are 


Barod, Ny — os put to much trouble and inconvenience in maki 


their grievances heard. The Divdn is not easily 


Mente > 


10 


accessible to petitioners, and they have to progspete sepoys at the door of the 
Cutcherry to announce their presence to him. e writer hopes the Govern- 
ment of India will rectify this-unfortunate state of things. 


The Yajddn Parast (55) of the 26th October, in alluding to the report that 

the young Gdekwdd will perform the ceremony of 

Condemns the alleged pro- laying the foundation stone of a new palace on the 

posal = Oe Giekvsa a, 4th January next, condemns the proposal. In addi- 

sacs H piers tion to the old palace of the Gdekwad, there are four 

large buildings in the city of Baroda, and hence there 

can be no reasonable need for erecting a new one. The expenditure will be a 

simple waste of money. The countryrequires manyimprovements; the roads need 

repairing ; the rivers and brooks require bridges over them; tle want of tanks 

is felt in many places ; the ryots need education. It is not, therefore, right to 

neglect these useful works and spend the people’s money on a palace of which 

there is no need. The Parast hopes that Sir T. Médhawrdw will prevent the 
waste. | 


The Kdside Mumbai (66) of the phe oe contains a Som OND 
the writer of which observes that the sound rule 0 

Bards aimee oe Py making frequent transfers of officials which obtains 

cials of the northern part of under the British Government, does not exist in the 

rea to some other @4ekwdd’s Rdj, and, consequently, the ryots are afraid 

itt to make complaints against them. If Sir T. Médhaw- 

r4w were to transfer the officials of the northern part of the State, he will come 
to know the opinions and sentiments entertained by the ryots of that locality. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
Ath November 1879. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 3rd November, in one of its leading articles, 
ee “aE says that the present graduates are much inferior in 
relating to education. —_—_—‘literary culture to those who took their d during 
the early days of the University of Bombay. There 
are many causes for this deterioration. A University Degree is not so remunera- 
tive as it was in former times, and, besides, the instruction which is imparted in 
the educational institutions supported by Government is not so thorough. Again, 
appointments to Professorships in colleges huve often been made in utter dis- 
of the interests of the students, and no encouragement whatever is given 
to native talent. It must also not be forgotten that the University examinations 
now include such a multitude of subjects, that if is no easy matter for students to 
master all of them. Hence, they hardly ever attain to excellence in any one 
branch of knowledge. This is much to be regretted. The apathy of the higher 
officers of Government in matters relating to education is also notorious. A 
distinguished educational authority once proposed to abolish the Deccan 
College and convert it into a lunatic asylum. Besides, it is generally imagined 
that educated natives and particularly Brdhmans are seditious, and entertain 
ideas of subverting the British Government. All these causes have combined to 
damp the ardour for education which existed in former days. In conclusion, 
we are glad, says the Indu Prakdsh, to note that His Excellency the Governor 
devotes a large share of his attention to educational matters, but unfortunately 
the same cannot be said of the other high officials. They do all in their power 
to discourage Brdhmans from acquiring knowledge; but this policy will not 
encourage other castes to take advantage of the benefits offered, but will only 
damp the aspirations of those who are likely to avail themselves of education. 


The same, in an article on Cabul affairs, says that it appears from the 
roclamation of General Roberts that the British 
overnment intend to annex Afghanistan. We 

earnestly hope, says the Indu Prakdsh, that this 
may not be done. The present complications might ultimately bring about a 
conflict with Russia, and it is, therefore, desirable that our Government should 
retrace its steps while that event is still far off. Although it is right to punish 
those who took part in the murder of Sir Louis Cavagnari and his comrades, yet 
care should be taken to make the British yoke as little disagreeable as possible 
to the Afghans. There are many ways of inflicting chastisement without 
resorting to capital punishment, and we hope that justice will be tempered with 
mercy. 


Makes remarks in connec- 
tion with Afghan affairs. 


The same alludes to the enquiry into the charges against Wésudew Balvant 
Fadke, and observes that the publication of his Diary 
che cage sone. an d the evidence which has been given before the com- 
Wisudew Balvant Fadke to mutting Magistrate conclusively negative the absurd 
he Maieinhn. accusations ‘of the Bombay Gazette and the Deccan 
Herald. These journals isted in stating that an 
_ Organisation of educated natives, and particularly Brdhmans, existed in Poona 
to help Fadke in his mad designs, but all the facts tend to show that he acted 
by himself, and that the Brahmans of Poona had no connection with him 
whatever. Famine and the rigorous enforcement of the forest laws drove the 
lower classes to commit dacoities, and there is not the least doubt that a 


of the evidence will convince every unprejudiced mind of the correctness of 
this view. | 


A correspondent of the same reports the following occurrence which 
Ma} _ happened at Khanddla in the Maval Taluka of the 
orderly forse ar the oa Poona Collectorate. Onthe night of the 26th October 


one Tukaram Manaji Powar, a Police Naik, and those 


ee who were with him became drunk and disorderly, and 
in this state used abusive language to all the passers by. The writer says that 
the police are kept to preserve order, and, if instead of performing their duty 
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4 
properly, they act in this dis : manner, their conduct is calculated to set 
a bad example to the people in general. 


The Dnydn Prakésh (5) of the 3rd November, in a leading article describes 
at : is ea y bey oye to whieh - Fro wag Sed » gu 
Reser hp ah 3 ogee ill-fame in Poona were subjeeted by the police, an 
eclismed Dlasatie het. the observes thet Major Daniell issued instructions for 
their apprehension without sufficiently considering 
the scope of the law. In such a delicate matter it was his duty to exercise the 
greatest caution, particularly when the work of apprehending these unfortunate 
creatures was to be entrusted to the lowest elass of peons. If police officers 
drawing high salaries act with precipitaney, it is no wonder if ill-paid 
peons exhibit the utmost recklessness in carrying out the orders of their 
superiors. In eonclusion, the writer says that it is reported that Government 
intend to invest the police with authority to seize women of questionable 
character, to keep them in custody for twenty-four hours, and also to send them 


for examination to the Doctor in charge of the Lock Hospital, and earnestly trusts 
that this may not be done. | 


The same alludes tv the passing of the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill, and says 


that the people in the Deccan do not even know that 
Makes observations jin this Act has come into operation from the beginning of 
— lg wd gpm the current month. It has not yet been translated 
sz tanigeggeataete into the vernacular, and the extreme haste with which 
is it has been brought into force will be produetive of 
much mischief. Besides, there are several Sub-Judges in the Deccan who are 
ignorant of the English language, and we fail to see, ry the Dnyén Prakdsh, 
how they will be able to earry out the provisions of the law without the aid of 
a translation. In addition to this enactment, there are many other measures 
required to improve the condition of the agricultural population, and we 
earnestly hope that Government will not be. dilatory in taking action. For 
- instance the Court fees and fees incidental to the execution of deerees press 
heavily on the agriculturists, and it is absolutely necessary to give them relief. 
We have repeatedly brought these questions to the notice of Government, but 
it is to be regretted that no attention has been paid to them. If Government 
really intend to improve the eondition of the agricultural population, it must be 
prepared to suffer some pecuniary loss ; otherwise the sowkérs will imagine that 
the policy of Government has been dictated in a spirit of partiality. 


The Duaydén Chakshu (9) of the 5th November says that while Engineers 
Seer are being imported into India for employment on the 
Says that it is not right to Sukkur and Dadur Railway, measures are being taken 
pecs mage eer» to get rid of old and experienced Engineers in the 
prime of fe. SS ti(<CSs:*étCi«é bb ice: Works ea NY the payment of bonuses. 
prime of life. age ; y Pi y, : 
| This is an extraordinary way of doing business, and 
would not be tolerated in any other country but India. If the number of 
Engineers is in excess of the requirements of the penne service, the best method 
of effecting reductions is to a stop further supply. Besides, it is not right to 
induce men to retire in the prime of life. The shin on which the Government 
18 proceeding is disadvantageous in every Way. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 2nd November, in an article on Indian Railways, 

1 _ gives the statistics for the year 1878, and says that 
ain remarks on Indian obhout a hundred and fifty millions sterling have been 
| sins sunk in these works. This enormous sum, about 
half of which has been expended in buying railway materials in England, is 


owned by Eagiiasmen. and hence the interest which acerues has to be annuall 


remitted to England. Besides, all the highly-paid appointments on Indian 
railways are held by Englishmen. It is clear, » id sar that, with the exceptior 


of increased facilities of communication, the natives of India have not derived 


any benefit. It is true that an immense number of natives are employed on — 


Indian railways, but then a still langer number were employed in carrying on 
traffic before their introduction. But it may be urged that railways have 


helped to establish the British rule on a solid basis, This is undoubtedly an 
2nPp8—li (con 551) | 
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advantage, and we are deeply g says the Arunodayd, to our rulers for the 
hari peace. Agee “i out reihwais it would have been impossible for 
Government to retain its hold of India with such a small force as is now 
maintained. Excluding, however, these considerations, we fail to see what other 
benefit this country has derived, except increased facilities for locomotion. It 


would be well if Government were to direct their attention to the larger 
employment of natives on these works. 


The same says that the action which the Postal authorities are taking in 

ah the matter of postal cards is calculated to diminish 

_ Says that certain nee. their usefulness. According to the rules which obtain 

ee yesh in the Postal Department, the address should be 

oe written on ore side of the card and the contents on 

the other, and if this regulation is not rigidly observed, an additional charge 

of one anna is made. Thisis very hard. There are innumerable persons in 

remote villages; who perhaps have never heard of the regulation in question, and 

it does not seem proper to enforce it o.com them. It would have been better 

if notices on this subject had been published in all the vernacular newspapers 

for the information of the public. (Several newspapers express similar 
sentiments on the same subject.) 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of thie 8rd November says that when Mr. Elphinstone 
ee was Collector of Ratnagiri, he ordered a gun to be 
Complains of theinconveni- fired from the light-house in the harbour when a 
rene saga pe “ the Lg steamer was in sight at night, in order to give notice 
geo get ne ale an PO to intending passengers, and regrets that the firing 
Ratnégiri: | has been discontinued as an economical measure. The 
inconvenience caused by this step is indescribable, 
and it is, therefore; to be hoped that the authorities corfcerned will revive the 
practice. 
The Nydya Sindhu (16) of the 3rd November in its local news reports 
ae _ that on the 26th of October a lecture was delivered 
Pigg io ag pec gg in Hindustani in a Church in the city of Ahmednagar. 
y Tent et aa Notwithstanding a large attendance of Mahomedans, 
| the lecturer in the course of his discourse abused. the 
Mahomedan religion. The Mahomedans present became excited, and at one 
time apprehensions were entertained of a riot. The Christians, however, gave 
notice to the police, and at the sanie time tried to restore order by offering 
explanation, in which they ultimately succeeded. The writer says that it 
is not right to invite persons to attend a reg | and tlien to revile the religion 
O 


which they profess. It is to be hoped that the local authorities will take steps 
to prevent such occurrences. 


The same states that thefts of ornaments from the persons of little girls 
Complains of the jieficiency U#¥e been very frequent in this city of late, and the 
of ‘hss wolica of Minisiesant. olice have been unable to recover the stolen property. 

| t is said that some ornaments were found in the 
house of a certain policeman, and it is strongly suspected that he is the thief. 
The inhabitants are in a state of anxiety about the security of their property, 
and it is to be hoped that the police authorities of Ahmednagar will seriously 
consider their position, and adopt preventive measures without delay. 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (28) of the 1st November, writing 
- from Birwadi, says that a band of dacoits amounting 
to about one hundred men, attacked the village of 
Warundh in the Mahdd Taluka of the Koldba 
Collectorate on the morning of the 29th October, 
carried away property to the extent of Rs. 10,000, and committed 
many atrocities. After plundering this village for three hours, they 
_ decamped in the direction of Kumbharkond and Padwi, where they carried on 
~ their depradations. There were a Police Inspector and twenty-five policem 
in Warundh, but unfortunately on the day of the attack cg | were elsewhere. 
_ 401s stated that the band of robbers has descended below the Ghats, and th 
inhabitants are in a state of anxiety for the security of their life and propert 


Describes the occurrence 
of dacoities at certain vil- 
lages, 
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6 
The Shiwdji (27) of the 21st October, in an articleon Afghan Affairs, alludes 


to the abdication of Yakub Khan, and observes that 
although the intentions of the British Government 
with reference to the future of Afghanistan have not 
been made publie, yet several circumstances point to the conclusion that the 
settlement will be of the nature as suggested in English journals. At present 
that country is under a Military Government, but there are indications that the 
civil form of Government whieh obtains in India will be ultimately adopted. 
If this comes to pass, the result will be disastrous. It would have been better 
to have allowed an independent sovereignty to exist between the English and 
Russian dominions, At the same time care should have been taken to preserve 
the foreign relations of Afghanistan under English guidance. The present 
complications would never have arisen if Sir Louis Cavagnari had been supported 
by a strong escort. The Afghans have not been accustomed to foreign rule 
like the natives of India, have not yet lost their love of independence, and 
will prove a troublesome set to manage. We are aware, says the Shiwdji, of 
the immense resources of the British Government, and are eonvinced that the 
Afghans will be unable to make a stand, but we strongly suspect that dissatisfied 
Afghans will hg useful auxiliaries to Russia in her machinations. Besides, 
it is no easy thing to ealeulate the consequences of a rupture between Eagland 
and Russia, and in such an event if the Afghans should make common cause 
with the latter, our Government will be in a fearful plight. We would under 
these circumstances strongly recommend that the independence of Afghanistan 
should be maintained, at the same time taking care to keep their sovereign 
under English guidance. There will be no difficulty in finding a suecessor to 
Yakub Khan. The British Envoy at his court should be supported by an escort 
of at least four thousand troops, : 


Makes remarks on Afghan 
affairs. 


The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 2nd November, in giving the substance of 

the speech of the Honourable ‘Mr. Colvin when intro- 

Observes that the Factory ducing the Factory Bill into the Supreme Legislative 

Bill lately introduced into Council, observes that the abolition of the import duty 

a avg ops Fr age on coarse cotton cloth has given a shock to the cotton 

oben Rg Tolion mij]. industry of this country. Some of the mills work on 

owners. ' alternate days, and the share-holders get little profit. 

7 The proposed law would only increase the difficulties 

of the mill-owners. They have to spend a great deal on account of labor, and 

the outturn would be as costly as the produce of English mills. The latter 

would then command a better market, as English cloth is superior in finish 

to Indian cloth. Thus, the proposed measyre will only advance the interests 
of English mill-owners, : 


The Bombay Samdachdr (50) of the 4th November observes that salt has of 


late become so dear as to cost four annas pe ili, 
sanntena, nage nae lh to which is four times the price at which it os ld 
‘ha price of al, WS fifteen years ago. The present exorbitant price might 

be the result to some extent of the improper ples | 
dealers in this article ; but it cannot be denied that they have been enabled to 
do this by the new arrangements for increasing the revenues from the dut 
yr ag In former days salt was cheap, and even then poor people eould 
only afford to make asparing use of it. At present they are apparently not 
able to use it in a quantity sufficient to keep them in health. Again, a good 


number of people live on salted fish, but at present it is almost out of question — 


- to procure salt at a reasonable price, and if inspfficiently salted fish is used, it is 

likely not only to injure the health of the consumers, but also to give rise to 
cholera. Hence, it is desirable that whatever causes may have contributed to 
raise the price of this great necessary of life, they should be removed. It is 
said that the arrangements made in connection with the recent Anglo-Portugue 
treaty have considerably increased the price of salt. If this be true, they ought 
to be at once cancelled. | | ) 
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The Jdme Jamsed (51) of the 6th November observes that at a recent 
a Ae _ meéting of the Supreme Legislative Council an 
rg to gepa ms oe gr re ety = discussion took place on the Deccan Ryots’ 
Decdhin Ryote’ Relief Bill. Relief Bill. The Horiourable Mr. Hope seems to ve 
paid considerable attention to the public voice on this 
important subject—a proceeding seldom to be met with in the annals of recent 
legislation. o haste was made in framing the Bill, the opinions of the 
Bombay Government and of some of its officers were obtained, and the Poona 
Sdrvajénik Sabhé and Mr. Byrémji Jijibhoy were invited to state their views. 
The Honoiirable Member praised the able memorial of the Sdérvajénik Sabhé, and 


also spoke in flattering terms of Mr. Byrdmji’s letter. The great consideration 
shown to public opinion on this occasion is very gratifying. 


The same of the 7th November observes that considering the present state 
Sava that instead of Of Sffairs in Afghanistan, it seems that the British 
ys t instead of .! igen 
imposing the income-tax to Governnient will have to leave a large force there 
meet the cost of the Afghan until a new Amir is selected, and peace restored. 
war, certain changes should ‘This will involve Government in considerable expense. 
be made in the license-tax. = he expedition sent to punish the Ndgas will also add 
to the war expenditure. How to meet these- charges has become a serious 
juestion, and Government and the public are pondering over it. It is true 
that this year’s timely fall of rain has improved the crops and the prospects 
of trade, and the Government revenue is likely to increase. There will 
be more income from the duty on opium, since an increase of Ks. 50 
per case has been recently made. The loss from exchange will not be so 
great as it has been hitherto. The proceeds: of the license-tax will not have 
_ to be spent upon famine operations, as the evil has ceased to exist. England 
will also go shares with India in the expenses of the Afghan war. But all these 
resources will not suffice to meet all the charges of the Afghan campaign, 
and additional means will have to be found. After lamenting over the 
abolition of a portion of the import duty on cotton goods, the Jéme Jamsed 
proceeds to remark that there is very little room for imposing a new tax or 
increasing the burden of the old ones. There is, however, the income-tax 
which is sometimes called the war tax. When the late lamented Lord Mayo 
abolished it, it was stated that it would not be revived except for meeting the 
expenses of a war, But it would not do to impose it since it becomes a great 
meee of annoyance to the public in the hands of petty Government officials, 
and already exists in the milder form of the license-taz: The latter does not 
produce sufficient income, because the Government officials and wealthy people 
are exempted from it. If the former are brought under its incidence, the people 
will pay it more willingly, and in its improved form it will bring in a sufficient 
income, and thus the necessity for the imposition of the distasteful income-tax. 
will be avoided. 


The Rédst Goftdr (53) of the 2nd November observes that though 
ot manere mpi and other cng of the 
| oR inist ave asserted that no change has been 
Pst ne 2 AR ror gg made 4 the policy hitherto followed in 
deliberate on the settle- to Afghanistan; yet there are signs of a complete 
ment of Afghanistan. change. After mentioning what these signs are, the 
dst Goftdr continues that the steps, which are being 
taken in the matter, are likely to involve India in a ruinous expenditure. It is 
easy to establish British rule in Afghanistan, but it is not so easy to maintain 
it. Mr. Maclean of the Bombay Gazette writes in his last letter from London, 
that British India will gain strength by establishing British rule in Afghanistan. 
But thoughtful persons consider that the Afghan passes are the natural boundary 
of India, and that the extension of the British rule beyond them will only 
weaken the hold of England on India. ‘To hold the Afghan country in a firm 
gtasp, if will be necessary to carry the British forces to the banks of the Oxus 
, and to occupy Herat permanently. But, even after accomplishing these feats 
the country will be ever distracted by internal dissensions among the different 
Afghan tribes which will not fail to annoy the English rulers. Again, it is 
reported that it is intended to destroy Cabul. But those who believe that its 


destruction will pacify the Afghans, are deceiving themselves as well as others. 


he events of 1842 show that the occupation of Afghanistan will only 
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9. 
exasperate the people of that country. After quoting from Colonel Osborne’s 


account showing 
t 


t the railway which is to be carried to Candahar | 


yet been shown what commercial advantages would be gained b 


should be immediately summoned to deli 
The same acknowled 


Disapproves of Dr. Cun- 


rate upon them. 


not be removed as lon 
sanitation. To instil 


th 


shoul 


hrough a desolate tract of country, the Rast Goftdér observes that it has not 
constructing 
this line. Since these measures are ge, Ame oy it is necessary that Parliament 


, with thanks, the present of a copy of Dr. Cunning- 
am’s Sanitary Primer, and after noticing its contents, 
items Biaitiey Ditat observes that the people of India do not enjoy good 
pipes og rEg health on account of their ignorance of the rules 
of sanitation. The municipal institutions of this 

country may work ever so hard, but the defects in sanitary arrangements will 
as the bulk of the people are ignorant of the rules of 
em into the minds of the younger generation is the 
principal object which should be aimed at. Hence, it is desirable that sanitation 
re be made one of the subjects of the school course; and Government 


deserves thanks for bringing out the abovementioned book. But it is defective 
and imperfect in the arrangement of its subjects, and will not accomplish the 
object in view. The Medical Times and Gazette have justly condemned it. 
It is more an essay on sanitation than a primer. containing easy lessons for 


school-boys. It is far inferior to the ‘‘Science Primers” of Dr. Huxley and 


others. . 


The same states that Government has given a plot of ground near the 
Apollo Bander in Bombay, for the purpose of 
Requests to be informed building a coffee-house and reading-room for the 


whether the proposed coffee- 


Spake aie” Hadien-e6ets 00 benefit of young men. It is said that this institution 
the Apollo Bander will be Will be open to the public, and that admission to the 
open to natives. reading-room will be gratis. It is also said that His 


Excellency the Governor has approved of the project, 
and in furtherance of the object has subscribed a certain sum. It is also stated 


that a meeting and a concert will be held shortly for the purpose of collecting 
subscriptions. In conclusion, the Rast Goftdér wishes to be informed whether 


natives will be admitted into the coffee-house and reading-room. 


The Yajdan Parast (55) of the 2nd November, in noticing the proclamation 


Makes remarks on Afghan 


of General Roberts, observes that whether the British 


affairs. Government rules Afghanistan on its own account, 


| or manages it as the Regent of the young son of the late 

Amir, if he be raised to the throne, it is quite certain that poor India will 
_be saddled with a large expenditure, which she will be unable to bear. If 
Government wishes to meddle in the internal affairs of that country, it should 


do it in such a manner as to cause the least pecuniary loss to India. 


The same, in alluding to Reuter’s telegram that a Russian army of 


Believes that the force of ‘Uitty thousand troops will soon be despatched to 


thirty thousand soldiers which Central Asia, observes that this news is not entirely 


Russia will shortly despatch untrustworthy. For some time past Russia has been 
to Central Asia, isaharbinger sending strong columns to work against the Turko- 


of the coming contest between 


apa mans; but her resolution to send a large army at the 
eames resent juncture looks suspicious. The Russians and 


the a. oe envy each othe. They will settle their differences either by an 


amicab 


e adjustment which will duly conserve the interests of both parties, or 


by an exercise of force, the result of which will declare which of them is to enjoy 
the supremacy in Asia. But it does not appear probable that the dispute will 


he settled amicably. Though a contest for supremacy may not take place at 


once, it cannot be very long before it occurs. Probably the despatch of a 
Russian army of thirty thousand soldiers, to which allusion has been made above, 


18 a harbinger of the coming contest, 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 2nd November is concerned to find that the, 
Government of India have refused to adopt the 
ion made by Sir T. M4dhawr4w with reference 
bea ¢ to the punishment inflicted on widows for murdering 
their children, ‘The opinion of the various local Governments was called for, 


Makes remarks on certain 
Rections of the Penal Code, sug 
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) and th recommended that the suggestion should not be ado 


. 0 asin case 
of its adoption the punishments ibed for aiding and abetting aborti 


and other crimes, would also have to be reduced. In the first place, there is 
no good ground for reducing the punishments in the crimes mentioned by the 


subordinate Governments, if the punishment for child-murder is reduced. The - 


sentence of death is in itself deprecated by the civilised world, and great 
efforts have been made in England to abolish capital punishment altogether. 
The evil custom of the country of keeping women in life-long widowhood 
makes their condition extremely wretched, and when they are ty of 
murdering their newly-born children, it becomes really pitiable, ad Gov- 
ernment, therefore, adopted the suggestion in question, it would have done a 
merciful act. However,{the instructions of the Government of India that the 
Judges should refer every such case to the final consideration of the local Gov- 
ernments should be hailed with joy. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Jalgaon Samédchdr (35) states that in the vicinity 

of Jalgaon there is a rivulet in which at present there 

Complains that the water is plenty of water, but -unfortunately the inhabitants 

in the stream in the —— cannot use it. The dyers commence washing their 

< cmunes rendered unit -Jothes in the stream early in the morning, and hence 

ba : the water becomes filthy and unfit for drinking or 

for other purposes. Besides, the coloured water is allowed to run into the 

tters of the town, and this practice is very injurious to the health of the 

inhabitants. It is to be hoped that the Municipal authorities will take remedial 
measures without delay. . : 


The Bombay Samédchdér (50) of the 3rd November, in alluding to the 
sanction of Rs. 67,000 given by the Municipality 
Suggests thet apesng valves ce Bombay’ for making alterations in the under- 
should be put to the drains of ; ; 
houses in Kamétipura after ground drainage in Kdmdatipura, observes that the 
making the alterations inthe project of removing the drain from the front to the 
main drain proposed by the back part of the houses, and putting up tall chimney- 
—- | like cylinders for carrying off the poisonous air is 
very good, and will prove of much use in regard to the extensive drainage works 
with which the city is to be shortly provided. The proposed cylinders for 
K4m4tipura ought, however, to be taller than the tallest houses in that locality, 
as otherwise they will prove injurious to the residents. It is proposed to raise 
three at present, but they will be insufficient to carry off the whole of the 
isonous gas. It would be well, therefore, to increase their number. But a 
tter plan would be to make spring valves at the mouths of the small drains 
of the houses through which the foul gas of the big drain enters into the houses 
and poisons their atmosphere. The Samdchdr hopes that the Municipul 
authorities will devise some means for putting up spring valves. 


Railways. 


The Jalgaon Samdchdr (35) of the 2nd November, in its local news states 


: _ that the Railway Station Master at Jalgaon has been 
vont hone levying an orn anna on every handle ‘helenuke to 
anna on every bundle. merchants for the last four months. Whether he does 

this with the consent of his superiors is not known, but 
most peat he has been acting on his own responsibility. It is to be hoped 


that the Railway authorities will order him to discontinue the recovery of the 
_ €xtra charge. . 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabed of the 30th Octot xr, 
Cosnplaitie’ that a Weth but received on the 3rd November, in 


Foujdér in the Kadi Préut the Kadi Prdnt of the Baroda State, states 


ite, states that a 
decives criminal cases, Nadib Foujdér (a police officer) decides petty aie 


cases. In a case of cattle stealing this officer inflicted 


A 
i ee 
ay 


10 


a fine and ordered the delinquent to be flogged. In another case also he 
inflicted a fine. Other criminal cases have been disposed of by him. The 
writer considers it a legal enormity to invest a police officer with magisterial 
- powers, and hopes that the authorites at Baroda will direct their attention to 
this anomaly. 


A correspondent of the same of the 6th November states that mounted 

highwaymen have re-appeared in the Kadi Prant of 

States that highway robbers the Gaekwdd’s State. They recently robbed a 

have re-appeared in the Kadi traveller and attacked a postman in the Pétan Taluka. 

Prant. The attention of the authorities concerned is requested 
to this subject. 


The Guardt Mitra (49) of the 2nd November observes that for the last 
two years copies of the annual report of the Baroda 
_ Requests the Baroda autho- Administration have been supplied to the English and 
| poe to supply copies of the Margthi newspapers of the Presidency town, and conse- 
nnualAdministration Report t] vet th d in se ae 
to the Gujarati newspapers. > eg y criticisms on those documents appe in 
those journals. No comments, however, appeared in 
the Gujar4ti papers, apparently for the reason that they were not furnished with 
copies of the report in question. There is no reason why provincial newspapers 
should be treated differently from those of the Presidency town. The 
Gaekwdad’s territory is in Gujardt, and his subjects are Gujardtis. For their 
benefit the Gujarati papers should be supplied with copies, as they devote 


a considerable attention to the discussion of questions concerning the Baroda 
State. 


A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (51) of the 3rd November states that 
Pe ae oe a of —— ges are bonagetl in om 
_ Complains currency (Gaekwiadi State. ey are of pure silver and higher 
SS State inflicts in intrinsic value than the British Indian rupee. ye 
ryote,andadvises . rere ns : 
that State to coina new rupee Yet the bankers in giving change charge a discount, 
equal in value ta the British and consequently the poor people are put to great 
rupee. loss. Itis rather difficult to distinguish a false from 
?, @ genuine coin, and the money-changers refuse to 
receive even a genuine rupee for its full value, if it be a little worn out or 
cracked. Thus a poor person whose income is ten rupees in Baroda currency, 
loses about two rupees in exchange. The money-changers also vary from time 
to time their rates of exchange. These coins circulate in Surat also, and their 
exchange value is less here than in the Gaekwdd’s territory. It will be proper, 
therefore, to discontinue the coining of these pieces, and to coin a new ru 
for the Gaekwddi State equal in value to the British rupee, and to make it 
current throughout British India. The writer then advises the rich merchants 
to buy up all the old coins and to get them changed into British rupees, as such 
8 course would bring in a large profit. 


The Samsher Baéhddur (59) of the 5th November has heard that the Thékor 
of Pdliténa has made arrangements to count the 


Requests the Political “lores . ol 
Agent of Kathidwid to be on number of pilgrims who visit the Setrunja Hi 


the al ess with the object of increasing the annual subsid 
of the Ohiet, of dra “which he receives from the Shr4waks for cane f 
ee ing the hill. The Samsher wonders that no official 
Somer of the proposal has been made by the Political Agent to the 


hréwaks. It reminds the Agent of the offence given by the Chief in 1877 by 


holding a meeting of Dheds on the hill and by allowing the temples to be. 


desecrated, and prays that Officer to discontinue the policy he has been following 


of again making over the Shrawaks to the tender mercies of the Chief, as such a - 


course would revive between them the quarrels which existed in former times. 
The same, jn alluding to the present of one thousand donkeys made by the 
Says that the British Gov- 


that it must have cost him about twenty thousand 
lish steamed te oe rupees. But he can ill afford to make sach a present 
making presents, as the State is already heavily steeped in debt. To 


a; the British Government such presents are a mere trifle, 
And it would be well if it discouraged them. ‘ : : 
oN.P8—11 [oon 551] 


Jém of Navdnagar to the British Government, observes 
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A correspondent of the Bombay Samédchdr (50) of the 3rd November, 

i , writing from Bulsér under date the 30th October 

Mees ssa Bue, ~S*é«Staates that in that week locusts had come and settled 
: | - in the Mone of Bhdégra, Bhadheli, and Koshamba 
which are situated in the neighbourhood of that town. They came from th 
west and made an attack on rice and jowér fields. The cultivators resorted 
to the usual expedient of driving them away by beating brass dishes and 
creating a noise thereby. After remaining for days they went in a_ 


southerly direction, Fortunately they have not done much injury. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
11th November 1879. 


bid “ods j to (OG) “hi Aebarn?, 7 tr re stench. a 

30S od? olnb t9bau tig mot ynitin 
ostog bed alaysol doowsbadds mi ds 

: vasbarll . 


ie oe 
a? 20a % & gee 


dG Yo @ovn 


, t 
oa - 
ea fe +? 
[t} 


Z 


exerted 6 11) 


‘2 


< a’ x 
peta oe Ale if. 
to PRR "hi . 
whi A 5 : 


GR EF rr Som ert > Mg mde 


albedo 


CEA ST SAGER TOCA VOM BMT Th GATKIRG : VaaMod 
a Pee ; 


Lapa vegiion 0 
, 


et Fe 


ae) Meepeat 


For the Week cenlibes 15th fy Rvdiisber 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. | 


Place of publication. 


*]1 | The Indian Spectator ..................08. 


*2 af 


8 The Indu Prak4sh 


* 4, ms 
6 ” 
*7 ”» 
8 % 
9 ” 
10 » 
1] - 
12 0 


Be Le POET ic ccccs ccedarclscc: soStisteesie 


14 » 
15 » 


ws +, 
19 9 
20 $s 
"21 i: 5 
22 ‘a 
23 6 


ae ee 
weer 
«hae 
ee eee 
“seg Sage 
ae 
ae ee 
$4 | C 
39 9 


36° 2. 


| es 

$8 |, 
9 |, 
| 


Nagar Samachar . ‘iglalaeE EES 7 Se 


Din Bandhu oer eecoseeetesocotesecccccs 


ENGLISH. 


MUMINIIII i «isa ss ssnhtn'eniodace cana 
ANGLO-MARA'THI. 
Native Opinion ........ccccssecsercees 
Dnyan Prakdsh 
SUT YOOEYW cole csccervecessessovsveecvews 
Mahérashtra Mitra 
Bodha Sudhakar ...........secceee0e 
Dnyén Chakshu..,...........ceecesee. 
LI VOMOUNGG Bo ossisiccs tic cecatseccess 
Poona Herald.........:.0scccessipsssss. 
Subodha Patriké ...........:ss.ssseee 
MARA‘THI. 


eeereseeeeeeeeeeeeee ee 


. 
eeeeeteeaevee@eseeeed ee 


Belgaum Samachar .............s000 
PERG PMUMU \, cctictevsstcevecesevess 
Shubha -Suchiak...... 020... ..secscevees 
Khandesh Waibhaw 
Ee Seg UES PETTY 
Nasik Writta ..........ceccsssiseseess 
Hitechchhu 
Satya Shodhiak’... ........00...sca0e0- 
Hindu Punch.........00..ssscsecseeeees 
Dharwar Writta 


eco Weeeeeeeeeseseeeeeeeeees 


SDIWAJL .....seeeetececeeeseceeseeseee en: 
Swadesh Mitra ..........c.cceecseesers 
Sanmfrg Darshak .........000..0.0005- 
Dnydn Sagar .....,ccccssseccssecssesens 
Pandhari Writta 
Vengurla Wh Sa ees 
Alrya Warta ......cccccccccsesecceececs 


Jalgaon Samchér ..........,.s000e 
Vasai Saméchér 
Sudarshan pcccetcisiguceecs er 


InP 1519 [con 581] 


Bombay ............ 
BN sh ak-teenebris 


jn rere pe 


Do. 


Do. 


Bombay ..........0. 
POOR ore. 
Bombay............. 


TAD... ceeedisseee 
Ratnégiri ......... 


Ahmednagar ...... 
Shthras.s....c.cccce. 


Sholépur 
Dhulia 


Bombyy .......00++. 
Muvihol ............ 
Ko'hépur ,..e00...} 
Pandharpur ......} 
Vengurla ......... 


Dholia 


— re gee 


Jalgaon . see basonsees 


Sholdpar Sidasbes 


PE rey ey Breer Nantel 


BO i ei eo ebcdiah 
BOODR ii. 


BALERi os dcccddvisiis 


NASIK: .odccccte cee 
Kalfdgi ............ 
Ratnagiri ......... 
Dh&rwar..........0- 
Ahmednagar ...... 


roons 60.6268 


* : is | Dike. éscttoanes ; 
Nindhe MAN nl oa ¥ 


oe 
mo SAD de a 
: YS 


eeeeccearepeges 


) 


4 


ye be: 


Tri-weekly..: 
Weekly — 


e Y 


ry PPE 


as 
ro 
* 


7 - 
; 
& rk et 
a 
“oul ce 
- i 
~ 7 4 or 
- 
i” ry 
os 
a 
a > 
+ 
- - 


eee} 


.. : Pry + 
Oe in Sip SO eee 


sy 
Soe. 


rf? : ie 


4 ae DMP An 


: ‘The Nibandhe Sér yyeeees 


, 
. 


SDS Se OY ak tered Pate aes 


SCCCSSr ee eeeeereeeeeteaee 


+ # 


Ali 


a 


Monthly 
Do. 
Do. 


es ee 


,* 2 8 ee 


i , Mabe Punch .... 


The — ceive 
im , Hitechchhu” ceases’ 


| The Gujarét Mitra .... 


» v&me Jamsed .... 
» Ré&st Goftér ....... 
_ » P&rsi Punch ....... 
. » Yajd&n Parast..... 
» A’rya Mitra .....3 
»» oka Mitra ....... 


, Broach Wartamén. 
» Niti Prak4sh....... 
| 5, Satya Mitra ......, 
» Késide Mumbai 


oe Wardhak 


eX Wepér ] Patriké 


HYD veeee, 
rs. ea 


*  Aworo-GusaRa’ Tl. 


GUJARATI. 


» Bombay SamAché4r.......505......0000 


. » Akhbére Sowd&gar ....;............. 


» satosher B&hAdur ........scecccccccess 
» Ahmedabad Saméchér ............... 


» Gijarét Samfchér »................. 
, -Nyfya. POEM nicetasibiicvesseneaes 


aa, oo Saat 


Dé&ndio Weer ereneneeseecccsscncsneerenses 


i Swadesh. Watsal (5....55..000...000.- 
an ‘rya Dharma Prakésh idoseeces 

‘Widys Mitra seeegaeenteaneene 
9c Swatantraté ereesenee tt eeeseeweevaes 


SPCR e eee eeEeeeeses 
CeCe BORE TEE SEB Ees 
RES RSOREE EEE SEE EER ES 
SPeaeereeeseeeeteseece 


®@eesee Pe GeseseeaeeeeGeene 


ie SVE Ra, 8.7,9,9.0,) 04:9) 
e@eesceceeveee eee eetese 
4, 
S®@eepeveeteeeveesenees 
= 4 . > — : 


*eeee@ee4ae@eeeeeee seve 
* * 


. 
. 


e"* *£ @ «4 


rie or eee 


- +, 4.2 *» > 


1 
NI, r 
. 


COC eeeeeeeeesesewresees 


* 


ce © 3 4@ eo + 


* 


vee 200 
eet  ~ 500 
+1  . 600 


Do. 
Do. 


Surat . 


Do. 
Do. 


Surat . 


. 


Do. 
Kaira . 
Broach 
Kaira . 


Do. 
BOA % 


Do. 


Do. 


> * * wr. @¢ = & 6 


Lets eee vee 


SPR tee ee seereses 


44:54 — a 


Bombay bs édc cogeaae Fortnightly. . 


Ahmedabad 


Bombay .........:.. 


BOPOEE ecigccs cea 


EE EI GOE 


Bombay ........+.-. 


Bombay bbeodops tani 


Bombay ......++.... 


Peeeeeteeee ee 


Weekly 


Surat ...............| Weekly 
Ahmedabad ....... 


Do. 


Weekly 
Daily 
Do. 
Do. 
Weekly 


eeeeeeeeeves 
“ee eeetoeeeees 
ee ,;eeeeee eae 
eeeeteeeeeeer 
eeeeeeteveee 
eeeeee eeeee 
eeeeeeeeveee 
penlas eeeeeeeere 
eeetee 
eeeeeeeesr 
yield oofrtaykd oy ec, 
eeteeeeeeese 


eseeeeseges eee Tri- Weekly... 


Surat sesseessseeeeee|, Weekly 
ER Ty eae 


eeeeeeeeeeae 


Monthly 
Do. 
seseneerer. Do. 


Spee ae Fee: 


eeeaete@eeaeeee 


‘’ 
° > 


* 


> . 
- : 


Siciee. |) me" 


. - 
> : y ‘ - 


a a ae aa +». * 2 * s 


Tri-weekly... 


weet 250 


ae 187 
ar 480 


vee 400 
vid 700 
ses 020 


ve 1,650 
w»:| . 225 
1600 
.o| 250 
id-. 200 


iy 200 
‘ 60 
dea 153 


bes 115 


1 1,000 


vee 100 
sie 700 
ie 100 


i 1-300 
1: =? 
4. 350 


oP 300 


— 


marked ° 


aes 


by the 


= | AA " 


| under different heads, which are printed in italics. 
pooaahe, the number of the Newspaper in the list at the 


10t iain Anformation as to the number of copies 


. 


Politics diid thé Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 9th November, in noticing the state of affairs 
in Afghanistan, says that Sir Frederick Roberts should 


Makes ion with re- not be allowed to carry on the administration of that 
+ ey Agi - hepa country any longer. e are not, says the Spectator, 


alone in believing that he is a better soldier than 
administrator. The Government of Afghanistan should be entrusted to some 
tried official who is at the same time a sober, dispassionate and energetic 
man. We have such an official in Sir Richard Temple. There is no reason 
why he should not be appointed temporary Amir of Afghanistan. If Sir 
Richard Temple is to be our next Viceroy, a close acquaintance with the 
character* of the Pathaéns will be a valuable acquisition. We have proposed this 
plan in all seriousness, and entreat the proper authorities to consider it seriously. 


The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 10th November alludes to the visit of the 
Mahdrdja of Kolhépur to Mahdbaleshvar, and says that 
Makes remarks about the from information received it appears that His High- 
condition of the Mahar4ja of , ‘ SR ig 8 
Kolhdpur. ness is not improving in health. This is very extra- 
ordinary, since the climate of that hill sanitarium is 
so good that a sick person resorting to it invariably gets renovated in an in- 
credibly short time, and besides the Prince has the advantage of an excellent 
medical adviser in Dr. Murphy. At the same time from a communieation 
which we have received, says the Jndu Prakdsh, from a private and thoroughly 
reliable source, the deterioration in the state of the Mahdrdja’s health ought not 
to create surprise. In a previous issue of this journal we stated that the 
Karbhéri and his party are a source of intense annoyance to the young Prince, 
whose health has declined on account of the treatment to which he has been 
subjected, and everything which we have since heard tends to confirm that state- 
ment. It is true that the Mahdrdéja became weak from an attack of fever at 
Réjkot, but it is absurd to draw all kinds of conclusions with respect to the 
state of his mind from this fact. When at the Réjkumér College he made rapid 
progress in his studies and gave complete satisfaction to his tutors, and he could 
not have done this if his mind had not been in a sound condition. Here it is 
mentioned that about three months ago an enquiry was made of an individual on 
the Mahdrdja’s staff with respect to the Mahdrdja’s studies, and when that indi- 
vidual replied that His Highness was making excellent progress, he received an 
answer to the effect that in future he should abstain from making such statements, 
otherwise an attempt would be made to prove that strange delusions had taken 
possession of the Mahardja’s mind. Subsequently, a report about the unsound- 
ness of the Mahdrdja’s mind appeared in the Times of India. Whoever may be 
at the bottom of this movement, it is a great mistake to suppose that the 
conduct of the instigator should not be exposed. It is very much to be regretted 
that Colonel Schneider does not seem to be aware of the Mahdrdja’s condition. 
It would seem as if an endeavour was made to prevent him from having a 
p -rsonal interview with the young Prince. During the Prince’s stay in Bombay, 
his mother came all the way from Kolhdpur to see him, although every 
effort was made to prevent her from doing so. She was, however, allowed onl 
one interview, during which the Mahardja complained most bitterly of his condi- 
tion. From this the kind of treatment to which he is subjected can be more 
easily imagined than described. In conclusion the writer says that Colonel 
Schneider should satisfy himself of the Prince’s condition by a personal interview, 
and if it is found that his relations with the K4rbhdri are not satisfactory, ste 
should be taken to remove him. It is to be hoped that Lord Lytton and Sir 
Richard Temple will see that this suggestion is carried out. 


A correspondent of the same, writitig from Pen, reports thata dacoity was 

ss ; - committed in the village of Jambhulpdda in the Pant 
eoaetes ©. Caenty, Sachiv’s territory on the 30th of October. About fifteen 
armed dacoits, some of whom were dressed as policemen and some as soldiers, 
entered the village, and, after plundering four Silien carried away booty to the 
extent of eight thousand rupees. A certain trader in cloth whose house was 
pundered refused to point out where he had secreted his treasure. Upon this 
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4 
he was covered with clothes, which were first soaked in oil and then set on fire. 


Although only fifteen robbers entered the village, yet they had a large reserve 


outside. The inhabitants in and about the neighbourhood. are in a state of 
anxiety for the security of their life and s,s It is strange that dacoits 
should continue to commit ravages notwithstanding the apprehension of their 
leader Wdsudev Balvant Phadke. It isto be hoped that Gavieiineld will do 
everything in its power to restore order. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 9th November alludes to the petition of the 

Hindu inhabitants of Bombay with respect to the 

Says that the money which letting off of fireworks during the Divdli holidays, and 

the people spend on fireworks says that the Police Commissioner in reply declared 

rom ony F at holidays, his inability to accede to the suggestions made, al- 

_ devo to some e+: an in , ; 

which has for its though he was most willing to do all in his power to 

object the amelioration of the meet the wishes of the petitioners. He further added 

condition of the people. that it was his primary duty to protect life and pro- 

) perty, and that he could not see his way to the relaxa- 

tion of the existing rules. It 1s now quite clear that there is no hope, and that 

ple must forego the pleasure of letting off fireworks. We cannot, however, 

Fel remarking, says the Native Opinion, that indiscreet policemen will now 

find it more easy than ever to give annoyanee-to the inhabitants of Bombay 

during the Divali holidays. In conclusion a suggestion is made to the effect 

that the money which is now laid out in the purchase of fireworks, should be 

aid into a common fund, and the proceeds should be applied in a way which 
fea for its object the amelioration of the condition of the people, 


The Mahdérashtra Mitra (7) of the 6th November, in a somewhat ineoherent 


article, refers to the prevailing disturbanees, and 
| Booey the present laws observes that the present English officials are not so 
Te Well-disposed towards natives as those of former days. 

The intentions of Government are invariably good, 
but those who have to carry out the orders of Government do not pay any atten- 
tion to the spirit in which they are conceived. The rigorous nature of the 
forest laws prevents the masses from obtaining fuel. The tax on salt, which is 
one of the first necessaries of life, is so heavy that the bulk of the people have 
to go without it. The load of municipal taxation and of the local funds is severely 
felt. The officials whose duty it is to protect the weak against the strong, 
behave towards the subjects of Government in a most arbitrary manner, and the 
newspapers, whose business it is to bring such cases to the notice of Government, 
are unable to do so for fear of ulterior consequences. In conclusion the writer 
says that the masses have become perfectly reckless owing to the scarcity of 
food, and that they have to subsist on the leaves of trees and on clay. Under 


these circumstances it behoves Government to reduce the present heavy load of 
taxation. 


The Subodha Patrikd (12) of the 9th November says that it has given full 


ublicity to the popular reports about the health of the 
Mahici of Xobioar Raja of Kolhapur. sod has showa bow hut thoes aitets 
a eee gain eredence from the conduct of his Karbhdri 

during his stay here. Nothing has been forthcoming either from Government or > 
from any authoritative source to throw light on the truth or falsehood of these 
reports, and it is strange that the Karbhari is still with His Highness at Mahé- 
baladlione and that none of those who are dear to the Prince are allowed to stay 
with him. We need not say, says the Subodha Patriké, how necessary it is to 
remove the Kdrbhdri from the presence of His Highness, if it be true that 
is treatment by the furmer is the cause of the illness of the latter, Colonel 
Schneider, the Political Agent, is primarily bound to look into this matter, but 
the final responsibility rests with the Government of Bombay, which should 
direct its attention to it at once in order to prevent the creation of a bad im 
sion on the public mind. Strictly speaking Réo Bahddur Barve is the Kaérbhd 
of the Kolhépur State and not the personal Kérbhéri of the Prince. There | 
therefore no reason why he should accompany His Highness to Mahdébaleshvar. 


There is reason to suspect from what has transpired that the Prince does not 
like his Kérbhéri, and'that he is distressed on that account. ‘It appears to us 
2N-P15—11 [con 581) | 
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therefore an act of grave indiscretion to allow such a man to et adam 
Prince during his illness, In conclusion we would that Colonel id 
and Government should take steps to remove the i from His Highness’s 
presence, and allow some one among his relatives to remain with him. 


The Nagar Samdchdr (26) of the 8th November in its local news states 

si ae a that oF Aletdbans, yet nore ee — 
= city of A , yet the police have not 

poor ane lg apg cs abte to discover the rpetrators. This is very 

strange and not creditable to the police authorities. 

Strange conjectures have been formed with respect to the complicity —. 

ee vey niga, It is to be hoped that remedial measures will be adopted 

without delay. 


The Vasai Samdchdr (36) of the 3rd November in its only leader gives an 
account of the armies of the principal Native States, 

5 see PTO Ves of tee ic, and says that the British Government has nothing to 
States. fear from them. Mahddji Scindia once conceived a 
design of driving the English out of India by the 

concentration of the armies of the Native Princes, but owing to internal dissen- 
sions he altogether failed in the attempt. Subsequently the same idea took 
possession of the mind of Dowlatréo Scindia, who was equally unsuccessful on 
account of the defection of Holkar. If these enterprises did not succeed at a 
time when success was not impossible, it is absurd to imagine that they would 
succeed now, when the power of the British Government has been thoroughly 
established. Even in the terrible crisis of the mutiny the attempt to subvert 
the British Government totally failed. With these facts, and with the addi- 
tional fact that communication with England is now ny rapid and that an 
army from England would reach India within twenty days, it is ridiculous 
to think that circumstances might be conceived when the armies of Native 
States, which are ill-accoutred and ill-armed, might become dangerous to 
the British power. It is therefore to be hoped that Government will not 


unnecessarily hurt the feelings of Native Princes by forcing them to reduce their 
armies. 


The Satya Mitra (45) of the 8th November in its only leader refers to the 
various revolts and disturbances which have taken 

vaniie Dowd agar eee lace in India in former times, and observes that the 
setaiiceiiane is the ritish Government suppressed them in the usual way 
annexatien of Afghanistan. | ®0d recourse was rarely had to martial law. But 
there ought to be a limit to forbearance of this kind. 

Here the writer says that those who are found in the ranks of the dacoits should 
be punished in ik & manner as to deter others from pursuing the same course, 
and no leniency should be shown as was shown in the case of the incendiaries 
who set the Budhwér and Wishr4mbég palaces in Poona on fire. Similarly the 
Afghans should be put down with the utmost severity and no mercy should be 
shown to them. The British Government is well aware of the treacherous 
conduct of the Afghans on many former occasions. The inhabitants of 


Afghanistan will be only happy under a strong Government, and that country 
should therefore be annexed: ae 


The same once more alludes to the retractation of their evidence given b 
Pra some witnesses for the prosecution in the Surat Edi- 
senda vag = ape — tors’ case, and expresses disapproval of the punishment 
fromgetting up falseevidence. 0d of the refusal of the trying Judge to give permis- 
sion to prosecute some witnesses on the same side whose 


evidence was found to be a tissue of falsehoods. Mr. Pollen refused permission 


on the ground of public policy. The refusal showed that justice is undoubtedly 
done in cases in which the prosecutor and the accused are private persons; but 
that the same cannot be said when the Government or any of its officers are 
prosecutors. ‘The Mitra then alludes to the charge frequently brought agaiust 
the police of this country that they get up false evidence. A Resolution passed b 
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the Bombay Government since the publication of the last year’s Administration 
Report of this Presidency supports this charge to some extent. Instances of 
tutored witnesses occur more frequently in cases of political crimes. It therefore 
behoves Government and the Legal Remembrancer to adopt some measures for 
the prevention of this crime. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (50) of the 14th November observes that one of the 
English newspapers in Bengal states that a storm- 

Requests the Press Com. wave passed over one of the islands near Bdkarganj, 
a . _ sggedbeyetasst _ a oo ay em re human life and ttle 
res hea 8 rm-wave has been the result. ut four years ago a similar 
ee ee po reer catastrophe happened in Békargan) iteelf, and although 
the fever which is raging in the damage done was at first represented to be trifling, 
the North-Western Provinces. yet it was subsequently discovered that about one 
hundred thousand persons were drowned. It is there. 

fore very unlikely that the damage done by the recent storm-wave is trifling. 
Békarganj is situated at the mouth of the Bramhaputra, and there are several 
thickly populated islands in its vicinity, and henee there is every likelihood 
that great damage has been done. It is to be regretted that the Press Com- 
missioner has not yet favoured the public with information on this point. It 
is to be hoped that he will at onee communicate the nature of the storm-wave, 
the extent of the damage done, and the relief measures adopted by the Bengal 
Government. Again, for some time past fever has been raging in the North- 
West Provinces, and numerous human lives have been lost. Some idea of the 
havoe done may be formed from the report that in September last thirty 
thousand persons died from this epidemic in the Alighar Zilla alone, and that 
work had to be suspended in several manufactories and on railway stations on 
several occasions. Nothing is known as to what measures have been taken to 
revent the spread of this disease in the surrounding country. The Saméchar 
Koni that the Press Commissioner will communicate the requisite information. 


The same, in alluding to the “ refunding certificates,” observes that though 

: they will be useful to poor people, they are not likel 

, rhinks that the plan of +) ‘succeed. In India the small savings whic 

refunding certificates” is 

not likely to suceeed. people make are 5° re: for immediate expenditure 
on emergencies. For instance, on occasions of death 
the necessary expenses have to be met immediately after the occurrence of 
the sad event. Cash saved is very useful, and if it be turned into gold or 
silver ornaments they are equally useful. The “ refunding certificates’ will 
not be easily convertible, particularly in the mofussil. Though currency notes 
and deposits in savings banks are better investments than the proposed certifi- 
cates, yet the ryots prefer to invest their savings in cash or ornaments. The 
interest payable on the certificates will not tempt the ryots to purchase them, 
as they will have to part with them on emergency ata discount. The Samdehdr 
hopes that Government will duly consider the above objections to the proposal 
before it is adopted. 


The Rdést Goftdr (53) of the 9th November notices the trial of Wdsudev 
-. -___- Balvant Phadke, and, after giving the substance of the 
Pg satisfaction with oyidence produced for the prosecution and for the 
: ntence upon : 
Wisudev Balvant Phadke. defence, observes that the former was sufficient to 
Be ea) convict the prisoner of the charges brought against 
him, while the latter was weak and untrustworthy. The sentence of transpor- 
tation passed upon him is just, and he richly deserved it for his heinous crimes. 
(The Bombay Samichdr (50) and the Akhbdre Sowddgar (52) of the 10th, the 
Jéme Jamsed (51) of the 11th, and the Fajdén Parast (55) and the Loka Mitra 
(57) of the 9th November also express satisfaction with the sentence 
upon him. . The first and the last are moreover glad that nothing transpired at 
the trial to show that the educated young men of Poona encouraged or sup- 
ported the foolish doings of this maniac.) , ) 
The same is sorry that the Press Commissioner has not contradicted the 
" ' yeport that undue severity has been exercised in 
punishing the Afghans. The correspondents of cortain 


_ Wishes the Press Commis- 
sioner to contradict the al- 


= newspapers have stated that, after the engagemen 
— id at es Charashi, the 72nd Highlanders set fire to the « 


on the persons of the wounded soldiers: of ‘the | n my m 
8 uP 15—11 [cow 581] Ln: 
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g 
with the object of burning them alive; but seeing them writhing under ; ny; 


other British soldiers shot them and closed their miserable existence. 


the usual merciful conduct of the British army, the proclamation issued Sir 


Frederick Roberts for observing good behaviour towards the enemy, and the 
punishment of flogging inflicted upon some soldiers who had commenced to 
plunder, it cannot be believed that the Highlanders were guilty of the alleged 
diabolical act. _ But it is desirable that the report should be at once contradicted. 
It is stated that pares the Afghans who were hanged at Cabul, there were not 
only the miscreants who had joined in the attack on the British Envoy and 
his suite, but also the Afghan soldiers who had fought against the British at the 
battle of Charashi and other engagements. The Bombay Review properly asks 
why the latter were caught and hung up as criminals. Again, no explanation 
has been given why Dr. Bellew was allowed to apprehend political offenders 
before the arrival of Sir Frederick Roberts at Cabul. There can be no objection 
whatever to hanging the miscreants who were implicated in the murder of Sir 
Louis Cavagnari and his comrades, but merciful conduct towards all other 
Afghans needs to be adopted by the glorious British victors. 


The same, in alluding to the falling off in the number of European volun- 
teers in Bombay, observes that there is little hope of 
Observes that the volun- the success of this movement so long as it is confined 


teer movement in Bomba ° | : . “-° 
wT not succeed unless 12. *%2 2 Small section of the community. It is es ing 


spotablonativesarepermittea that nigga civilians should be ready to defend the 
to enlist. country ; but compared to the large native population 

their number is so small, that it would be childish to 
expect them to do it alone. Again, they are only sojourners in this country, 
and it is therefore likely that on an emergency the corps would consist of young 
recruits only. Although every encouragement has been given, yet the move- 
ment does not thrive, and it is feared that it will collapse one day for want of 
support. The enlistment of natives will infuse vigour into the corps, and the 
writer suggests that this should be done. 


The Yajdén Parast (55) of the 2nd November observes that the provisions 

Pie of the Parsi Matrimonial and Divorce Act work 

Prien iba eel desiag Divorce harshly. It does not permit a husband whose wife 

has gone mad to marry again ;it does not allowa 

husband whose wife has caught an incurably bad disease to contract a second 

marriage ; it does not allow a husband whose wife leads an immoral life, but 

who is.unable to prove it in Court, to find a second. In the last mentioned case 

the husband may drive the erring wife out of his house ; but if she sues him for 

maintenance, it is granted, and the husband is imprisoned if he refuses to make 

payment. Ifa stubborn wife refuses to return to her husband’s house she is 

He aagraay only once, and the husband has no remedy. Many families have 

fallen into a sad plight from these defects of the law, and it behoves Sir Jamsetiji 
Jijibhai, as the leader of the Parsi community, to take steps to remove them. 


The same of the 9th November says that when the licences for the first 
class taverns of Bombay were put up to auction, no 

Requests Government not bid was made forthem. Latterly, the licences for some 
cae ws Poa! Perey - of the liquor shops were also put to auction, but they 
liquor shops of Bombay. ‘Y too did not succeed in attracting any bids. These 
failures show that Government is not likely to succeed 
in its desire to obtain more money from the country liquor shops. It is therefore 
to be hoped that Government will continue the existing arrangements, which 


would save many poor old men and women from losing their only means of 
livelihood. | 


Municipalities. 


‘The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 9th November, in alluding to a recent fire 


aia «1, inthe town of Surat by which twenty shops were 
of Soe to is cen burnt down, observes that great difficulty was ex- 
ary measures with respect to perienced in extinguishing it, as the lanes surrounding 
hg im which ovens are the scene of fire were very narrow. The shops in the 


line fronting the burning buildings also caught fire, as 


there was very little distance between them. It behoves the municipality, 


therefore, to buy up a portion of the ground covered by the houses for the pur- 
pose of widening the road at that place. It should also compel the owners of 
the ground to use as little timber and other inflammable materials as possible in 
the erection of new buildings, and not to let them to traders who keep ovens 
in their shops. For shop-keepers possessing ovens, separate fire-proof buildings 
should. be erected in isolated quarters that the public may be protected from 
fires. 


The Jdme Jamsed (51) of the 11th November hopes that the Municipal 

| er te] reg of Bombay will adopt the motion made 
pists the Municipality of by Mr. Pirozshth M. Mehté and seconded by Mr. 
rate by ons per cent. Shéntéradm Nirdyan for reducing the house-rate by 

one per cent., as the municipal treasury is in a satis- 

factory condition. The Jdéme Jamsed pleads the poverty of the inhabitants of 
Bombay during the last few years pet the great depreciation of house property, 
and observes that house-owners are in need of some relief. It also recommen 
a reduction in the expenditure of the corporation, which was fixed by Mr. Hope 
but which has increased since his departure. The corporation gives to some of 
its servants twice or thrice the amount of pay. which they would get if the 
were in Government or private employ, and yet they do not perform their wor 
properly. At present a complaint appeared about the conduct of certain 
upper and lower servants and contractors of the corporation, and it shows that 
the rate-payers’ money is wasted. (The Ydjdan Parast (55) of the 9th 
November also recommends the reduction of the house-tax. ) 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 9th November states that the people who are 
supplied with Tulsi water complain now-a-days that 
they do not get a sufficient supply, and that in some 
quarters of the town no supply whatever can be had 
in the mornings. The reason assigned for the sparing distribution is, that a 
great deal of water is wasted when it is supplied, and that if the waste was 
allowed to continue the storage in the lake would fall short of the demand. 
The complaint about the waste is true ; but it does not apply to home consump- 
tion. When the pipes get out of order they are not immediately repaired, and 
much water is allowedtorunout. In gardensand dharmshdlas fe much water 
is wasted. Some persons do not take care to shut the cocks after their needs 
have been satisfied. This waste ought to be strictly prohibited by appointin 
Inspectors, whose business it should be to get the pipes immediately enaleed 
when they are out of order, and to get the persons who would commit a mis- 
chievous waste duly punished. The mq iy for home consumption should be 
dealt out as freely as it has been given hitherto. 


Makes marks on the water- 
supply of Bombay, 


Miscellaneous. 


The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 9th November states that during the last : 


week locusts have settled in the i villages of 
looms p ome the appearance of Gabheni and Palsdn, and in some villages in the 
and the Géekwédi State. northern part of the Jalélpor and Balsér Télukas. In 
the latter localities they destroyed the jowar and 

other dry crops. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


_ Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
3 18th November 1879. 
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REPORT 


: NATIVE “PAPERS 
For the Week ending 22nd November 1879. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


Edition. 


*]1 | The Indian Spectator 


*2 | »» 


3 | The Indu Prak&sh 


*4, * 
Bids 
a ee 

ee ee 
8 - 
Ts 

7) 

Saych.t 4 

wo. 


ENGLISH. 

Deccan Star ........ Seataetens 
ANGLO-MARA’THI. 
Native Opinion ........-sseesseeeeeeees 
Dnydn Prakash 
ULVOGNGS. bec vevdcccccccteupedicde gece: 
Mahédrashtra Mitra ......... s ekakanee 


Bodha Sudhakar iccdiiieaeaid 
Dnyéin Chakshw... :......60.0.00.080586{ POOMMis ccs c0cenesees 


DnyAnodaya ........cccrcesscccessevees 

Poona Herald.........-++secccssseeesss. 

Subodha Patrik4 ............... 
MARA THI. 


13 | The Arumodaya...........ssceee soeceeeeees 


15 ” 


23 my 
4 | . 
ae See 
26 


Jagan Mitra .... 


Belgaum Samachar ............+++++ 
Nyaya Sindhu 


= BRI, NT a ns ne econ aduaes 


PREG. 00... 0000000005 Pitacdeanseen ss 
Khandesh Waibhaw ............++. 
Satya Sadan ......cces.seeeees iy aad 
NGsik Writta .....66..-ceeeseseeseeeees 
Hitechchhu 
Satya Shodhak ... «....--scessseseeees 
Hindu Punch, .........0..scecscesvesees 


eee Wee eneeereeeeereeeeeeeeee 


Dhdrw&r Writta ........cceecserseees 
Nagar Samachar slatenividindin 
Beveclealhs Mites 43 .siccngiessoococen onan 
Sanmarg Darshak ..........0+.....++. 
Pandhari Writta 
Vengurla Writta .....sesccsersseeeee 
A’rya Warta ......,.cscseseeseeeeeeens 


Din Bandhu a seegeaseenecseecoenionss | 


Jalgaon SamAchér  ........,.--e000es 
Vasa Hamntohte ‘orca cbhitntasoceuns 
Sudarshan ope cee eeuyeres yn? seeeeet Oe oee) 


Gangs Labari..,.r.ses-see+e « oawretetacs 
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Bombay jobcccesgenh 
Poona...... 
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Thana.. 
Ratnégiri ......... 


Belgaum............ 
Ahmednagar ...... 
BOAEIG 0.6 es iscivoss 
Sholépur 
BPOIIO  onesensavses 
NGBIK cccccncce coves 
EN Bere 
Ratn&giri .......0.. 
Dh&rwar.........++ 


Ahmednagar ...... 


POGB R09. .s creas oes 
Bombay .........++- 
Mudhol ............ 
Kolhépur. ....... 
Pandharpur ...... 
Vengurla ......... 
Dhulia 
POONA. .crcecereee cee 
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Bassein 
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| eae 
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 Mana“ra1—continued. . 


‘The Nibandha Sér My ge SRT ae 


Wiwidha Dnydn Wistar ...,.......- 
Satdharma Dipa — Saha dh 0 Adhh wisieg he 


Satya Prakash ...............j..++++..| Bombay ...... 
MME MUM ah 2 ca; i; soecovhacty as 


Mumbai Punch 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


A correspondent of the Prakdsh (5) of the 17th November, writing 
from Kolhapur, alludes to the illness of the Maharaja 
_ Makes remarks in connec- of Kolhdpur, to the alleged ill-treatment which he 
Gon een = oo ed ge receives from his Karbhéri, and to the unfounded 
ar Tectia ” “charges which have been brought against the latter in 
Kolhapur. ‘ - <. 
the prominent Maréthi journals of Bombay, and 
observes that the real complaint of the Prince is known only to few. He is 
about nineteen years of age, and is therefore in the very prime of manhood. 
He is fond of good living, and his wife has not attained puberty. Besides, he 
has an aversion to study, and hence has. nothing to keep his mind occupied. 
From these facts the peculiar malady from which he is suffering can be easil 
inferred. It has been stated in some of the Marathi eetyeg os can of Bombay that 
strange delusions have taken possession of the mind of the Maharaja of Kolhdpur. 
This is perfectly true, but this distemper has not been brought about by the 


ill-treatment of the Karbhéri. The writer in question, who has peculiar means’ 


of knowing the truth, says that he is no flatterer of Rado Bahdédur Mahadewraw 
Burve, but when an unjust accusation has been brought against him, he (the 
correspondent) feels it his duty to defend him. The K4rbh4ri is doing his utmost 
to cure the Prince of his complaint without putting an undue restraint on him, 
otherwise, if he was freed from control, he would soon reach the state of 
Malhérraw Gdekawdd. Rado Bahddur Burve would be seriously to blame if he 
did not act with circumspection in the matter. It would be difficult to find 
an official who has served the State of Kolth4pur with greater zeal, and it is to be 
regretted that certain Mardthi newspapers ‘in Bombay should have allowed 
themselves to be misled by interested persons in Kolhapur. 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Sinnar, states that a certain 
Native official in the Nasik Collectorate is in the 

- Compete of Sti: ganenet habit of using approbrious epithets to those who have 
the Néaik Collectorate. any business with him. This habit is reprehensible, 
and is calculated to do harm to natives holding 

responsible positions. It is the duty of every Government official to treat all 
persons who come before him with kindness and consideration, and if a contrary 
practice is persisted in, the sufferers will be obliged to make a representation to 


the higher authorities. 


A correspondent of the same of the 20th November, writing from Thana, 
Complains that the Ver. YS that the Vernacular School-masters in the Théna 
nacular School-masters in Collectorate have not received their pay since the 
the Thana Sub-Division have month of September, and hence their condition is very 
not received their pay since wretched. It is to be hoped that the Depu 
peer. Inspector of the Sub-Division will do everything in his 
power to expedite the payment of salaries in future. | 


Another correspondent of the same, writing from Sdtdra, says that between 
Poona and that Station there are five places where a 
ee arabe. tolls pe bey toll of four annas is levied on each bullock cart, Now, 
ly on the laboring classes. -«@ +~=Dullock cart can be had on hire for five ru 
y on the laboring classes. . 
between Poona and Sdtdra, and deducting one-fourth 
of this sum for tolls and making allowance for the feed of the animals in these 
days of high prices, the remainder is hardly sufficient to give the cartman one 
full meal daily. The tolls press more heavily on the labouring classes than 
= oe license-tax, and it is to be hoped that something wil be done to 
reduce them. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 16th November, in an article on Afghan affairs, 
says, among other things, that the British Government 


Makes remarks in connec- has determined to transfer the capital of Afghanistan 


Hon with Afghan affairs. from Cabul to Candahar, and orders have been given 
for the construction of a railway from India to the latter city. These are 
undoubtedly important. measures, and are good so far as they go; but it is 
absolutely necessary to secure Herat. By taking possession of that city, the 
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British Government will not only be able to hold in a firm , 
Sak ‘will be in a postilan to pressat «bold Sues in eunt.al 0 rasinteclile Manele. 
It is stated in some n pers that the Governor of Herat is about to declare 
his independence. We very much doubt, _ the Arunodaya, whether our 
Government will allow him so much liberty, In faet we are certain that such a 
policy will ultimately prove disastrous. 


The same, in another article, alludes to the unsatisfactory condition of the 
_,  A<ndian finances, and says that in the present state of 
so rs re — Mg a affairs it is impossible to make reductions in the 
public expenditure. egg | ee Semis orin the Home charges. We 
must, therefore, look in other directions, says the 
Arunodaya, for retrenchments, The police are ostensibly maintained to protect 
life and property from the attacks of thieves and robbers. But they perform 
this work inefficiently, and ate, besides, a source of annoyance to the people. For 
these reasons we would suggest their abolition, and the substitution of the old 
village police in their stead. There will be a large saving, if this recommenda- 
tion is carried out. The judicial courts might also be done away with, and the 
criminal work, whieh ye | at present discharge, should be entrusted to Revenue 
officers, and the civil work to the village Watanddrs. These tribunals are one 
of the principal causes of the poverty of the masses, andif they were swept away, 
the people will be great gainers. Similarly, the Salt Department might 
abolished, and the work of collecting the salt revenue should be entrusted to the 
Collectors of Districts, If the collection of sea customs is let on contract, the 
cost of that department will be entirely saved. If measures for making reduc- 
tions in the public charges are pursyed in the manner indicated above, there 
will be no difficulty in effecting a financial equilibrium. 
The Shubha Suchak (17) of the 31st October, in its only leader, says that 
the natives have the utmost confidence in the justice 
Says that the supervision dispensed by the High Court. Owing to the supervi- 
pari, oh the High Court gion which this tribunal exercises over Revenue officers, 
tier \ care various persons have obtained justice and secured 
their rights in cases in which Khoti and other intricate 
tenures were involved. The department.of justice has become most dear to the 
people. It is for the good of the ae le and the Government that this depart- 
ment should have the power of checking the arbit tendencies which 
occasionally manifest themselves in other departments. The Revenue officers 
have of late begun to consider that their authority should be paramount, and 
that the High Court should not have the power of revising or reversing their 
decisions on appeal, but the concentration of so much power in one department 
would be ultimately disadvantageous to the interests of the ryots. As an 
instance in point, the writer mentions the case of a certain Rajput family owning 
Indém villages in the Borsad Téluka of the Kaira Collectorate, which was recently 
decided. by the High Court, and observes that these Girasias received in 1864 
sanads bearing the signature of the Governor of Bombay. Under these circum- 
_ Stances it is ve ssa nye | that Government officers should have contended 
that those s were granted under a misapprehension. There is no ground 
for stating that the Girasias obtained the sanads in question by undue means, 
In fact all the facts tend the other way, and show that the granting of the sanads 
in 1864 was done hy Government in the most deliberate manner, and of ita own 
motion. | ) 


The Nasik Writta (21) of the 25th October, in a communicated article, says 
Ps REE Tee that since hos eae of a was a in this 

peeene | we country, the people have evin a great desire to . 
PORE WHERE: oes their Shouse through the medium of news- 
papers. But unfortunately they do not know how to do this B spe a For 
instance, there is a growing tendency among vernacular ig ists to publish 
writings which are calculated to lower or damage individuals, but they rarely 
publish any composition which has for its object the advancement of the public 
good, The case is otherwise with European journalists. They hardly ever 


admit in their columns anything which savours of personality, Here the 

Writer mentions the Arunodaya, the Hitechchhu, the. Kastwildsani, and other 

newspapers which are or have been in the habit of indulging in strong language 
2uP22—11 [con 615] es 
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and in personalities, and says that the passing of the Vernacular Press Act was 
caused By enghess and po pon Any criti on Government or its 
acts should be co in mild and weighty language. The number of subjects 
on which one could write without reference to p ities are immense. In 
conclusion, the writer alli f< 
Bombay Punch, for which the proprietor was sentenced to six months’ impri 
ment by Mr. Néné Moroji, the Third a 5" of Policein Bombay, l obaares 
tis to be hoped that the High Court 


that the punishment was too severe. 
will reduce it. aE Ree woe} : | 
The Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the 17th November states that gambling is on the 
| increase in the Kolh4pur territory. Colonel Schneider, 
| ae that strong measures the Political Agent, is an efficient Officer; and during 
should be adopted to putdown his career in Kolhépur he has done much for the 
oer ai pe’ improvement of the people. Yet his efforts to put down 
gambling have not been successful. Gamblers sit on 
the side —_—_ highways; and inveigle the pers by. Itis to be hoped that 
no pains will be spared to rid tlie country of this nuisance, 
The Sativa Mitra (45) of the 22nd November; ini ani article on Cabul affairs, 
. Says, among other things, that the Afghan war has been 
Fh that the cost of the undertaken to preserve the supremacy of England in 
Afghan war should not be Mike tad hi ‘'s : ; 
Sensi. oi Enitie. sia, and hence itis not mght to throw its cost on 
India. Besides, the people of India are not so well off 
as they were in tinies past, and are not in a position to béar additional burdens. 
It is to be hoped that Government will mare consider before it is decided to 
impose new taxes. ‘The Bombay Gazette is of opinion that the bulk of natives 
are well-to-do and thriving, but this opinion is altogéther wide of the truth. 
Everywhere poverty, wretchedness and suffering of every kind are visible; and 
we earnestly trust, says the Sataya Mitra, that Government will not allow itself to 
be led away by the misrepresentations of the Bombay Gazette, 


- The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 18th November, but received on 

“is the 17th; has heard that on the 5th instant Mr. 

Observes that Mr. Borra- Borradailé was invited to a meeting held in the 
Gaile did not ° age Hatesing Garden. He attended and replied to 
uniell Gare” vie in bis Speechesdelivered by Shet Premdébhdi and Réo Bahddur 
praise. echardds, in which his praises were sung. If this 
z | report be true, he has acted contrary to the orders of 
Government. Mr. Philpotts, the Judge of Ahmedabad, is said to have refused 
to attend the meeting, if a valedictory address was intended to be given to the 
retiring Collector, as it was against the order of Government to receive it, 


The same observes that Mr. Borradaile used to promote persons whom he 

4 had employed without reference to fitness, but seldom 
Serves that Mr. Borra- gave promotion to any one who had been introduced 

ile’s good acts were few, | Mr. H -ndd 

while his bad actswere many. Ly Other Collectors. The case of Mr. Hargowinddas 
| Dwarkddds, who is now Educational Inspector in the 
Géekwddi State, may be quoted in support of the assertion. The retiring 
Collector seems to have given promotion to Mr. Rajabh4i, when it was already 
decided that no promotion should be given to him, and when he was about to be 
pensioned. On the whole, Mr. Borradaile’s good acts were few, while his bad 
acts were many, and, therefore, he did not deserve a memorial. _ 


The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 16th November observes, in common with 
several of its —_— contemporaries, that there was 


Observes that Wasudew ample proof of t 
Balwant Fadke should have ees 

been examined by a Doctor 
before sending him to trial. 


he was rightly convicted. But his diary shows 
that he was insane. If this was notso,he would never 
; have given up Government service, which brought him 
sixty rupees a month, and would never have taken to vagabondism. He would 
not have preached sedition to school-boys ; and he would not have written hi 
diary. All these acts show that his mind was not in a proper condition. Hi: 
insanity, therefore, makes the sentence of rtation f_ 


a little too harsh. It would have been well had a Doctor been asked to examine 
the state of his mind before he was put on his trial. : oes 


allddes to the publication of defamatory matter in the 


e guilt of Wasudew Balwant Fadke, 
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‘The same alludes to the orders of Government on the subject of the 
tion of ad by officials, and observes that 
Requeste Government to it has become usual for persons of note 
prohibit ite officers from meetings to do honor to officers who may be 
attending meetings held in : : 
their honor. away even for a short time, and to deliver | 
their praise. These laudatory addresses afterwards 
appear in newspapers, and thus oceupy the place of written addresses which have 
been prohibited. Again, subscriptions are sometimes collected for sg! souk sa hal 
raising memorials. This is actually now being done in honor of Mr. ile, 
the late Collector of Ahmedabad. Though the ye ap may be a praiseworthy 
one, still, considering the depressed condition of trade and commeree, and 
the heavy load of taxation under which the people are — grosning. the 
subscription must prove burdensome to those who have to pay it. Under 
these circumstances, Government should warn its officials against attending 


meetings convened for giving them reception or addresses, or for the purpose of 
raising memorials. 


The Bombay Samdchér (50) of the 17th November, in alluding to the Bill 
PSE Tr ae go for amending the License-tax Act, observes that its 
Sienieteek’ hid, provisions are admirable, since upwards of ten lacs of 
poor people will be exempted from its operation. 
The rate to be imposed on servants in Government and private employ is fixed 
at one and a half per cent., and all incomes above Rs. 1,200 per annum are liable 
to be taxed. But this limit is very low in the present hard times. Persons 
earning one or two hundred rupees monthly appear well off, but they find it 
hard to keep up their position in life. It aaa’ be well, therefore, were the 
limit for imposing the tax fixed at the monthly income of Rs. 200. The Bill 
is still before the Select Committee, and it is to be hoped that it will not be 
passed in @ hurry. (The Jéme Jamsed (51) of the same date, and the Surya 
Prakdésh (47) of the 22nd November, in writing upon this subject, consider that 
the limit of the annual income of two hundred be fifty rupees fixed in the case 
of tradesmen and artizans is very low, as persons earning that amount can ill 
afford to pay the tax. The hmit may well: be raised to its. 500 per annum. 
Sir John Strachey seems to have indirectly admitted the propriety of 
taking such a step. It behoves the trading classes in their own interests to 
memorialize the Supreme Legislative Council for this concession). (The Rdst 
Goftdr (53) and the Yajddn Parast (55) of the 16th, and the Akhbdére Sowdaégar 
(52) of the 17th November are glad that the limit in the case of tradesmen and 
artizans has been fixed at Rs. 250, by which a large number of poor people 
will be exempted from the operation of the tax in question. ) 


The same of the 19th November is glad that the railway between Ahme- 
dabad and Pélanpur has been just opened for traffic. 
Requests the authorities After describing the great help which the trade and 
irs yg to supply a sufi- ecommerce of the Panjaub cad a large portion of the 
carriages on the rane. t<. North-West Provinces will receive by the construction 
tween Ahmedabed and Pélan. Of this line, the Samdchdr alludes to the fear ex 
_ pur, and makes other observ- im some quarters that on account of the necessity for 
ations. the early construction of a railway into Afghanistan, 
there would be a great delay in the extension of the 
Ajmere line beyond Pélanpur, and expresses a hope that the fear will prove 


groundless. This line is as useful for commercial purposes, as the former is for 


military operations, and ought not, therefore, to be neglected. Its ‘usefulness 
has been eady checked by its having been constructed on the narrow gauge, 
and ought not to be any more hampered by leaving it imcomplete. On this line 
is Mount Abu, which is held in great veneration by the Hindus, and also 
renowned as a sanitarium. The passenger traffic will necessarily be very 
large. itis to be regretted that sufficient foresight has not been exercised 
in providing an adequate number of carriages to meet the demands of the 
a traffic. The Samdchér hopes that this shortcoming will be soon 
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The same of the 20th November observes that the crime of dacoity has 


not only not disap from the Deccan, but has 
spite of the a 


Observes that strong mea- ro-g in pprehension of a large 
cures should be sdopted fr number of dacoits. Wasudew Balwant Fadke was 
the Soe ““'™ believed to be their leader, and it was hoped that after 

his punishment they would dis but this expecta- 


tion has not been realized. From reports recently received from the Deccan, it — 


appears that Rémoshis are prominent in committing ravages. These aboriginal 
residents belonging to certain villages have deserted their homes ing with 
them their families into the jungles. ‘They suddenly pounce upon vil and 
lunder them ; and it is feared that their bad ccmmbaie will be followed by other 
moshis. His Excellency the Governor is now engaged on a work of very 
reat importance in a distant land, but his absence from Bombay is much felt. 
e ought, therefore, to return soon for the p e of adopting strong measures 
for the repression of this crime. The Deccan has been pretty long in a disturbed 
state, and if the dacoits are not at once put down, the Bombay Government will 
be liable to the same charge which was brought against the Government of 
Madras for exhibiting dilatoriness in concerting measures for the suppression of 
the Rumpa disturbances. It is said that the forest laws and other acts have 
driven the Raémoshis to betake themselves to vagabondism. If this be true, the 
causes which have led to this lamentable state of things should be investigated 
and removed. But, on the other hand, if there be no truth in these allegations, 
strong and effective measures should be at once taken for their apprehension. 


The same observes that though the British Government has for some 
time past employed four regiments of its own and 


theSnupreme Gov- two of His Highness the Nizam’s for putting down 
ernment to adopt strong 


vv casurea for the cappreusion, +0: Rumpa rebellion, yet the disturbance not only 
of the Rumpa el continues, but the rebels appear to have become 
more daring than before. Hitherto they plundered 

defenceless villages; but recently they have attacked and plundered some 
cottagesin front of the bungalowsof the Sessions Judgeand the J ail Bunasintendant 
of Salem. The Madras Government appears to have striven hard to put 
down the rebels, but has not yet succeeded. His Grace the Duke of Buckingham 
himself visited the disturbed district, but does not appear to have found the 
exact means of removing the evil. ‘I‘his shows that there must be some defect 
in the measures adopted by His Grace’s Government, which it cannot discover 
‘andremedy. It behoves the Supreme Government, therefore, that it should direct 
its immediate attention to this subject, and do the needful. It is true that Lord 

Lytton is heavily pressed with business of a far greater importance than the 
Rumpa rebellion ; but, as observed by the Pallmall Gazette, the civil population 
has been disarmed by Government, and has, therefore, become an easy prey to 
dacoits ; and, hence, it has become the more incumbent on Government to soot 
immediate measures for their defence. It is, therefore, hoped that the Supreme 
Government will, without delay, provide for the suppression of the rebellion. 


The same of the 21st November observes that every year about twent 


thousand men die in India from the attacks of 


Recommends an increase in venomous reptiles and carnivorous animals, although 
the value of rewards given 


for the destruction of nay, %8um of a lac of gr aye is spent by Government in 


vorous animals and venomous giving rewards to t estroyers of these creatures. 


reptiles. t seems desirable, therefore, that the value of the 

rewards should be increased, in order to ensure the 
destruction of a larger number. Out of the twenty thousand men, who died 
from the attacks of these creatures, sixteen thousand died from the bites of serpents 
alone. It seems desirable, therefore, that the value of rewards offered for the 
destruction of serpents should be doubled, or even trebled. 


The Jéme Jamsed (5 !) of the Reg cameo observes that it is now well 
sii ) nown that fever is raging furiously in Gujarat 
appt a lisa and has committed fearful havoc. Pu avers! ai 
ae the canses of the past this disease has been visiting the province 
Pa of the fever in annually; but its ravages have never been so fearful 
ae asin this year. Popularly, the outbreak is attributed 
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to the vapours whieh arise from the ground after the fall ofrain. But this cannot 
reasonably be the cause. For seyeral years in the last decade fever had been 
raging in Bengal, and on enquiry it was found that the choking of the natural 
channels for carrying off rain-water had brought iton. Perhaps, something similar 
has occurred in Gujardét, and has produced the epidemic. It hehoves the 
Government, therefore, to appoint, without delay, a Commission to ascertain the 
causes of the outbreak, and to adopt remedial measures accordingly. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (52) of the 19th November, in alluding to the Factory 
“f Nak, Geoceeus Degtlivs it in the Supreme Legislative Council, shows that the 
Council. "gi gone law will disable the mill-owners of Bombay 
rom competing with the mill-owners of Manchester. 
The draft is full of objectionable provisions. The word factory as defined in 
this Act is applicable to any place where fifty or more men work together. For 
instance, if fifty tailors are employed to work together in one house, the law 
would be held applicable to it, and children under a certain age would not be 
allowed to work there for more than eight hours, Though the measure would 
appear from the name given to it to be applicable throughout this country, yet 
Sir Andrew Clarke suggested in Couneil that it.should not be held applicable 
to Government manufactories and other concerns, and railway workshops. 
If this distinction is made, the interests of the Bombay mill-owners are sure to 
suffer. The Sowddgar then blames the commissioned Directors of the Bombay 
mills for being themselves the cause of the proposed unfavourable legislation. 
In order to earn large commissions they ite the workmen and increased 
the stocks so much, as to give cause to the Manchester mill-owners to bring 
forward accusations against the overworking of the laborers. 


The Rast Goftdér (53) of the 19th November, in noticing Lord Beaconsfield’s 
address at the Lord Mayor’s banquet, observes that 
Criticises Lord poe yee pd the Premier did not tell all that he ought to have 
oe cg the Lord Mayor's .mmunicated about the future poliey of England, and 
: what he said was, as usual, said in such a way as not 
to be plain and explicit. His Lordship calls the victories gained ty the British 
arms as brilliant successes; and highly praises Lord ny bay Though these 
successes deserve to he hailed with joy, yet it must not be forgotten that they 
were gained oyer despicable barbarians. Having exaggerated the victories, the 
Premier passed a high encomium on the Viceroy. But the Press unanimously 
disapproves of these exaggerations. Lord Beaconsfield also observed that the 
massacre of the British Envoy and his suite could not have been prevented, as 
it was done treacherously. But it must not be forgotten that almost every body 
saw that such an occurrence would souner or later take place, and yet no 
recautionary measures for its prevention were adopted. Hence, it could not 
said habthe catastrophe was unayojdable. Instead of adhering to their policy 
about securing a scientific frontier, the Ministry committed the mistake of 
sending an Envoy among a fanatic people, and brought on the second war. 
This mistake will now be passed over, and the people feel satisfied with his 
Lordship’s assurance that the frontier has been secured, that the supremacy of 
England -has been asserted, and that the British influence in Central Asia has 
been sustained. 
The Yajdén Parast () of the 16th November observes that the Senior 
| | i agistrate of Police has decided that. Madhawbag is 
Py sd that the decision of bot charity in the real sense of that word, and that 
) ior Magistrate relating os Sik ; . , . 
to Médhawbig is incorrect. the Municipality has done right in levying assessment 
| on it. But this garden is as much a charity as the 
Muljibég, which has been admitted as such, and exempted from assessment. 
Mr. Cooper defines * charity ” as a present to the needy. And so Madhawbdg 
18 @ present to the needy, as both the rich and the poor who are in need of it, use 
it at times ; and at other times religious ceremonies are performed in it. Under 
these circumstances Mr. Cooper’s decision is not correct, and the Trustees of the 
garden should appeal against it to the High Court. eanenne 
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The Loka Mitra (57) of the 16th November, in noticing Lord Salisbury’s 

i onas | _ reply to the deputation of Manchester mill-owners, 

g Criticises the reply of Lord which waited upon His Lordship on the 17th instant, 

alisbury to the deputation of ; : ee 

inhi tatll-owners. observes that, in advocating their cause, he appeared to 
take pity on the people of India. He said that the 

abolition of the import duty on cotton goods would be a great blessing to them, 
inasmuch as they would get the cloth cheap, which is so important an article 
of universal consumption. But His Lordship may be informed that the people 
themselves do not wish for the abolition, as the same would lead to the imposition 
of new taxes, and would givea shock to the young and rising cotton industry in 
India. A great deal has been already said on this subject, and hence any 
further discussion is unnecessary. His Lordship refuses to believe that the people 
of India are opposed to the abolition of the duty in question. He says that the 
cry raised against the measure by the Press and public meetings does not 
represent public opinion. This is very singular. How is the public opinion 
to be known except by means of the Press and public meetings? The people of 
India are peaceable and loyal, and, therefore, do not express their feelings in 
such an excited manner, as is done in Ireland and other countries. Knowing 
this feature of the Indian character, the authorities ought to redress their 


grievances. It is to be regretted that a nobleman in the high position of Lord 
Salisbury should give expression to the views he did. 


The same expresses on the proposal for introducing “‘ Refunding Certificates,” 
sentiments similar to those recorded by the Bombay 

pe Oe ee the Samdchdr (50) of the 14th instant, and noticed 
"Refunding Certificate.” in the last weekly report. (The Ydjdan Parast 
(55) of the same date thinks that the proposal, as it 


, stands at present, will not succeed, unless the system of paying interest by coupons 
which exists in America, is introduced.) 


The Samsher Béhddur (59) of the 12th November, but received on the 17th, 
Cikins' tha pales of complains that the police of the city of Ahmedabad 
Ahmedabad for not permit. 40 not permit the relatives and friends of a deceased 
ting relatives and friends of person, whose house is situated on a public road, to 
deceased persons to sit on wait or sit on the road until all of them collect and 
te Doma the corpse 18 carry the bier to the burning ground. According to 
. the Police Act, it is a crime to occupy any portion of 

a public road for more than a reasonable time; but merely waiting or sitting 
upon the road until the relatives and friends of the deceased have gathered, 
_ cannot be reasonably supposed to be a crime, and the police ought not to inter- 


fere. The writer hopes that the authorities concerned will instruct the police 
not to do so. 


The same of the 19th November says that England ought not to throw even 
a portion of the cost of the Afghan war on India. For 
Ty nga tigan army Praag the last ten years the country has been visited by 
2 ee famines ; and the people have been reduced to the 
last verge of destitution. Though the harvest of thus 
year may be abundant, the people cannot afford to buy the necessary food on 
account of their poverty. To make matters worse fever has visited nec | 
als of the country, and has incapacitated its victims from earning a livelihood. 
nder such circumstances the people are not able to pay the usual taxes, and 
they are of course much less able to meet the cost of the Afghan war. The 
ndian Government needs money to render some assistance to the sufferin 
millions by opening public works for those who can labor. The proceeds of 
the license-tax ought to be devoted to this merciful work, and if it is done, there 
would be nothing left to defray the cost of the Afghan war. It is said that — 
ngland proposes to pay a portion of it. But India is not able to pay even a 
portion. She has hitherto contributed to enrich England, who should take pit 
on her, and aid her in her present distressed condition. The Samsher feels 


confident that if England knew the real condition of this country, she would 
not hesitate to assist her. 


‘\ 


10 


The Swadesh Watsal (73) or the Patriot for the Month of Kartik of the 
Sanwant year 1936, contains a few verses on the 

Makes remarks on the Afghan di . The late Sher Alli is blamed for 
Afghan difficulty. having yielded to the machinations of Russia, and for 
having made war with the British Government. It is to be regretted that the 
wise counsels of Lord Northbrook were not adopted by Government, which has 
become involved in the Afghan difficulty. The despatch of the late British 
Mission to Cabul, accompanied by a small military force for its protection, is 
condemned as an unwise step, since it resulted in the murder of the Embassy. 
The Patriot disapproves of India being made to pay the cost of the han 


war, and censures the Czar for instigating Afghanistan to take the step which 


has brought her to her presesent deplorable condition, 
Municipalities, 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 17th November, writing 

ee from Sinnar in the Nasik Collectorate, says that the 

Says ogpe oo ag nap annual income of the Municipality of Sinnar is about 

pres duty. mn SO" Bs. 1,200, and this sum is raised entirel by levying 

a house-rate. There are no privies in the town, and 

hence the inhabitants ease themselves on the bank of the river, whieh is in the 

neighbourhood. Besides, they wash their dirty clothes and pots in the stream 

and throw the refuse of their houses in the same, and hence the water becomes 

polluted and unfit for human consumption. The Municipal authorities do not 

direct their attention to the correction of these evil practices. They make a 

retence of attending to their duties just when the Revenue Commissioner or 
the.Collector is expected to arrive, 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samédch4r (50) of the 20th November 
observes that the defective system of selecting Muni- 
Makes some suggestions for cipal Commissioners for the town of Surat has been 
a selection of Municipal the cause of the unsatisfactory working of the Corpora- 
Commissioners for the town s paps ; - 
of Wieak:. tion. Oyt of 36 Commissioners, nine are ex-officio ; 
| and of the remaining 27, sixteen are residents of 
Gopipura. The quarters known as Rastampura, Saldébatpura, Haripura and 
others are as thickly populated as Gopipura, but no resident of those logalities 
is to be found among the Commissioners, and, hence, the comforts and eonveni- 
ences of their inhabitants are not properly attended to. This defect ought to 
be remedied at the next selection. ‘hose who have been nominated more than 
once ought not to be eleeted, but their places should be filled by new men. Care 
should also be taken to appoint a few residents of every quarter of the town, 
justead of confining the selection to one quarter only, 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the para iy ng e alluding to the failure of the 
motion made r. Shéntérém Nérdyan, relating to 
Pa reg ——— @ reduction the reduction of the house-rate,. a that it . to 
unicipal taxation of . é 
Bombay. be regretted that it was lost. Even the en of 
_ the motion did not deny the necessity of reducing the 
tax in question, but contested that if the rate was reduced, there would be a 
corresponding reduction in the Municipal income, and the Corporation would 
not be ahle to pay for the construction of the new. works which have been 
sanctioned. But it may be observed that if a distinction were made as to what 
works were indispensable, and what were not required for the present, and if the 
former only were undertaken, no gore would be experienced for want of funds 


1 le reduction of one per cent. in the house-tax. Some of the oppositionists 


observed that while in Calcutta and Madras houses were rated at twelve per cent., 

those in et yg tm rated only at nine per cent., and hence the latter cannot be 

considered as a heavy rate. But it must not be megotion that thou 
O 


| gh trade an 
commerce have been slack throughout India, yet Bombay has for the past few 


years suffered much more than either Calcutta or Madras, Other oppositionists 
remarked that the reduction would benefit the house-holders only; but this opinion 
18 wrong. The reduction will reduce the rents to some extent. Leaving this 
(uestion aside for the present; it cannot be denied that the financial condition 
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of Bombay i is very bad, and if a reduction in the house-rate was not tho : 
roper, it could have been well made in some other tax. The eg hopes 
the Corporation will not neglect to adopt the last ion. (The Yajddn Rasa 
(55) of the same date also pleads for the reduction on the ground of the Muni- 
taxation being heavy. It also tries to show b quoting fi figures that by 
giving up one per cent. from the house-rate, no difficulty would be experienced 
in the construction of works proposed to be ‘executed. ) 


Railways. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 13th November, 
but received on the 17th, writing from the Kadi Prant 
-catitioes tetas person of the Géekwédi State, observes that last week three 
viet i train from Dbh&t women were area fe * eee ee eee 
Ahmedebad, which met with started from Ahmedabad. There was an accident, 
an accident, should be called and one woman was killed and another was so 
upon Ser On expen: seriously hurt as to require the amputation of one of 
her arms. Why were they allowed to go in a goods train? The person who 
permitted them to go iri it ought to be called upon for an explanation. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
25th November 1879. 
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For the Week ending 29th November 187 9. 
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No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. Mp aril 
el | ieeaed. 
ENGLISH. 
*} ‘The Indian Spectator Lesseccsscescerescees] DOMDBY ...000...00.| Weekly —.., 300 
*2 Gh EE TUTE ao cians s soscc0ccddehescat RAMEN ccccccbectecul | ye i $00 
b wud beludnets 
§ | The Indu Prakésh ......sscccsscssssseses. Bombay ............, Weekly... 1,200 
*4 ie RUMMY CPIRIDOEL vse) seicccccdncuciubice! BORO  conccsecesenl , aa tie 400 
5 » Dnydn Prakfsh ......s.csecseseeeeee| POODM....0.e0+ee000- Bi-weekly ... 700 
ee MORNIN Faas ies oi sisccesiuesdcacdiiel PMOMMcosnccccsneseect WONEERE. Ge 875 
*7 » Mahérashtra Mitra .........0c0.s00+| DAtATA.cccccseseeees+| Do, ro 250 
» Bodha Sudhakar PEM as: shecetdcegsl ee ji 275 
9 so OFA CHAO opie oasis cis gccsutievese] BMUEM sc 0cccesecscsess|: See Bi. 1,000 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 9th November, in an article on the trial of 


Wasudew Balwant Fadke, points out some defects in 

Makes observations on Mr. the Sessions Judge of Poona, We have, says the 
fas. eee writer,'a high opinion of Mr. Newnham, but he is 
unfortunately wanting in the many qualifications 

which are requisiteto make a good Judge. He is very far from being patient, 
and is besides, wanting in dignity. He did not treat the Pleaders, who con- 
ducted the trial before him, in a becoming manner. His knowledge of Marathi 
is very imperfect.. Again, he did not take down what the witnesses stated, and 
showed a leaning towards the prosecution. One witness, a young boy by name 
Balaji Casinath, said that he had been compelled to make certain statements 
on account of the undue pressure which was put upon him by the police, and 
although this was stated in the presence of the police officers who were giving 
instructions to the Pleaders for the prosecution, yet the Judge took no notice 


of it. This is very strange. ‘The lad is to be tried for perjury, but it is to be 
hoped that justice will be ultimately done to him. 


The Indu Prakash (3) of the 24th November, in its principal leader, says 
that there are two kinds of persons in this world ; those 
Makes remarks on the who are open to correction and those who are not. 
strictures of the Bombay The Bombay Gazette is in the latter category. This 
Gazette with respect to edu- . : . 
aleet Celene. journal has for some time past been preaching a crusade 
against the educated Braéahmans of Poona, and in 
defiance of all proofs of their loyalty has been continuing its denunciations. 
From the twaddle which appeared in that newspaper about educated Brahmans, 
it would have been expected that the complicity of some of them with the 
dacoits would have been brought to light during the recent trial of Wasudew 
Balwant Fadke, but nothing of the kind came out. Notwithstanding this fact, 
our Meadow Street contemporary, says the Indu Prakdsh, has not changed his 
opinion. When Wasudew was carried from the Court-house after his conviction, 
some people in the crowd, which had assembled to witness his trial, shouted out 
‘Success to Wasudew.” Upon this the arch-enemy of Brahmans at once— 
declared that the Bra4hmans of Poona were favourable to Wasudew’s enterprise. 
If this reasoning be valid, a conclusion equally unfavourable to Europeans could 
be drawn from a fact which wé have heard. When Wasudew was brought to 
the railway station of Poona after his conviction, a European lady presented 
him with a bunch of flowers. From this incident it might be inferred with 
equal justice that European ladies were favourable to Wasudew’s cause. But 
no sane person would dream of drawing this inference. If this be so, the other 
opinion with respect to Brahmans is equally untenable. Judges often show 
compassion in passing sentences; but from this no one would think of infer- 
ring that they looked upon crime with partiality. Only a few months ago, 
one Casorati, an Italian, was charged with committing murder at Simla, 
and the European community of that station raised subscriptions in order to 
enable him to engage Wounsel to make his defence, Would any human being 
be justified from this fact in saying that the subscribers approved of the deed ? 
Our Meadow Street contemporary himself declared that it was perfectly justifi- 
able to help the man to make his defence. It was perhaps a similar feeling 
which led the people in the crowd avd the European lady to express their 
compassion for the fate of Wasudew. From the publication of his diary, and the 
facts which came out during the trial, it is clear that the man is demented, and 
ee there could have been no harm in expressing sympathy with him in his 
awful position. It is also possible that the cry in question might have been 


raised by some persons who wished to poison the mind of the European commu- 
nity with respect to Bréhmans, | | 


The same, in its local news, alludes to the shoe question, and says that the 
Makes . Educational authorities have issued a circular to the 
a. the shoe effect that students in schools and colleges should not 


ae sit in the class-room with their native shoes. This, 
prohibition is caleylated ‘tdcause the greatest possible incon venience to the 


' 
’ 


ai 
sa? 


hep ie 
ir 


parties concerned, and it would seem that the Educational officers have begun 
to dislike everything native. Of course the circular in question could not have 
been issued without the knowledge of Government, and we, therefore, earnestly 
hope, says the Indu Prakdsh, that Government will be pleased to publish the 
_ reasons which have led it to form strange opinions on the shoe question. (Several 
Marathi and Gujarati papers make similar remarks. ) 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Pen, says that robberies by 


house-breaking are on the increase in this town. 


Says that robberies are About the 17th of November two houses in its most 
on the increase in the town of 


thickly populated part were broken into, but fortunately 
ot the loss suffered was inconsiderable. Itisto be hoped 
that the Chief Constable will do his utmost to find out the robbers. 


The Dnydn Prakash (5) of the 24th November, in its only leader says that 
Government has been very hasty in bringing the 
Makes remarks ov ene Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill into force from 1st November 
preg paris gag 1879. ‘There would have been no harm, if this event 
| had been postponed till the commencement of next 
ear. Some of the provisions of the Act are admirable, and calculated to 
enefit the agricultural population, but upon the whole it aims a blow at the 
sowkérs from which they will never recover. The Act has not yet been 
translated into Marathi, and hence, those Sub-Judges who are ignorant o English 
will not be able to understand its scope thoroughly, and may make serious 
mistakes. We have heard, says the Daydn Prakdsh, that some Sub-Judges have 
refused to accept plaints without a certificate that recourse has been had to 
conciliation. Of course this proceeding is altogether absurd. Any one who 
had read the Act in the original could see that parties could not apply to 
Conciliators for the settlement of their claims until their appointments were 
officially notified, which has not been yet done. At present. the tendency of 
Sub-J uiies seems to be unduly in favour of the agriculturists. Section 3, which 
relates to Small Cause Court jurisdiction is ambiguous, and has given 
rise to much confusion. It must also not be forgotten that the vast agricul- 
tural population, for whose improvement this Act has been passed, does not 
know a has been done for its benefit. Besides, many of the inconveniences 
which have been caused by bringing this Act pessdresar A into force have been 
occasioned by the dilatoriness of the Bombay Government. Although the 
appointments of village Munsifs have not been notified, yet Sub-Judges refuse 
to entertain claims of the value of less than ten rupees. The Special Judge and 
Assistant Judge whose duty it will be to make suggestions to Government with 
respect to the working of this Act, have not yet been nominated. In conclusion, 
we earnestly hope that Government will act promptly in this matter. Itis to be 
regretted that our energetie and popular Governor is away from the Presidency 
at this juncture. His two Civilian Colleagues are, however, in Bombay, and 
they could easily, with the assistance of Mr. Naylor, do all that is required for the 
eficient working of the Act in question. 


The same, in its issue of the 27th November, says that the work of appre- 

: | hending dacoits in the Purandhar Téluka of the Poona 

PP. “ag of i oppres- Collectorate is being carried on in the most vigorous 
: ice in the . : ; o: Oe a 

Purandhar Téloka, manner, and the police are doing frightful injustice. 

About forty men from that taluka came to Poona on 

the 24th ultimo, and made a complaint to the Sessions Judge to the effect that 

the police had seized their wives and kept them under restraint. Mr. Newnham 

refused to believe the alleged oppression, and told the petitioners to apply to the 

Collector for redress. The complaint in question reflects seriously on the con- 

duct of the police, and it is, therefore, to be hoped that the authorities concerned 

will institute an enquiry, and take action as may be necessary. 


The Suryodaya (6) of the 24th November alludes to the Departmental | 
ent, which are — 


Co ear ee NB pric of the Revenue Je DATtIx 
mplains t men out- : “mp ff MOREE } ie 
side the Revenue De om held annually in the different Collec towns, and | 


partment observes that candidates from other departments are 
ing ‘for the Departbbata, not allowed to present themselves for these examina- 
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5 
think, says the Suryodaya, that they can be such as will meet with general 


approval. The interdiction also acts with peculiar harshness on vernacular 
school-masters. These men had in the Educational Department 
in former days, but now they never can hope to rise beyond Rs. 25 per mensem, 
and besides, have no opportunity of qualifying themselves for employment in 
the Revenue Department owing to the strange rule mentioned above. It is to 
be hoped that the authorities concerned will be pleased to cancel the order in 
question. 


The Subodha Patrikd (12) of the 23rd November alludes to the opinion 
SE Airs er held by hi hogy 9g that in India seggrae’ with 
ogg sigs ate incomes of Rs. 1 r annum are not poor, and says 
a of Sir Hichard that Sir John Strachey stated in the Sessome Latte. 
lative Council that Sir Richard Temple was of opinion 
that men with lower incomes were not badly off, and that, therefore, they 
might be safely brought within the pale of the license-tax. Although the views 
of His Excellency were not adopted, yet we feel deeply grateful, observes the 
Patriké ironically, to Sir Richard Temple for giving expression to them. It is 
also given out thatthe opinion of our Governor was against that of his two 
Civilian Colleagues. This shows that His Excellency was so magnanimous that 
the Members of his Council could not enter into competition with him. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 23rd November, in an article on Cabul affairs, 
alludes to the measures adopted for the pacification 
ee remarks on Cabul Of Afrhanistan, and says that the Afghans seem now 
to be reconciled to the new state of things. There is 
now no danger of additional bloodshed, and this ought to gladden the heart of 
every one. It is stated that in the investigation which was held by General 
Roberts about the massacre of the British Envoy and his suite, some documents 
were discovered, from which it appears that there was communication between 
the late Governor of Cabul and the Russian authorities, and there is reason to 
believe that the latter had some hand in bringing about that fearful catastrophe. 
We are not, says the Arunodaya, in a position to vouch for the correctness of 
the above statement, but ifit be true, the matter is of very serious importance, 
and Russia ought to be brought to account for it. As Malharraw Gaekwad was 
tried for the alleged poisoning of Colonel Phayre before a court composed of 
high English officials and distinguished Native Princes, so it behoves our 
Government to bring Russia to the tribunal of justice com of the repre- 
sentatives of France and Germany. We earnestly hope that our just rulers 
will not fail in this task. 
The same, in another article, alludes to the recent utterances of the Duke of 
Argyle on Afghan affairs, and says that according to 
19880) eas x g A te His Grace the policy of the British Cabinet, both in 
eet "8° Europe and Asia, has been productive of much mis- 
chief, We are surprised, says the Arunodaya, at this 
opinion of the Duke. By the Treaty of Berlin, Russia was checked in her 
headlong career, the influence of England was more completely established 
over Turkey, and the Island of Cyprus became English territory. It will thus 
be seen that important advantages were secured by it. Again, in Afghanistan 
the British army has been uniformly triumphant in two successive campaigns, 
and we, therefore, fail to understand in what respect England has suffered dis- 
honour. Allusion is then made to the speech of Mr. Forster, in which that 
gentleman declared that our Government had nothing to fear from Russia, but 
that much danger was to be apprehended in India from the dissatisfaction. 
caused by increased taxation. We entirely dissent from these views. It is 
possible that Mr. Forster may consider the present taxation of India some- 
what heavy, but such is not the opinion of such well-informed and experienced 
journals as the Bombay Gazette. Besides, there is no ground for saying that 
the natives of India are dissatisfied with the present regimé. All external 


appearances are against such an idea, and the vernacular newspapers, which 


. 


might be said to reflect the opinion of the native public, lavish praise on Gov- 
ernment, and say that the people are happy and contented. We believe, says 
the Arunodaya, that our Government has nothing to fear from the people of 
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India, and that if there is any danger, it is more likely to eome from Russia 
than from any other source. Mr. Forster seems to think that the cost of the 
Afghan war will increase taxation to an extent which will be intolerable to 
natives, but we and our Government do not think so. If it can be proved b 

statistics that the wealth and commerce of India are rapidly inereasing, there is 
no reason why taxation should not be proportionately increased. Dr. Hunter 
in his recent declarations on Indian affairs stated that the British Government 
had annibilated anarchy in India, and had brought commerce, and pros- 
perity in its train. This is undoubtedly true. He further added that natives 
should be largely employed in the publie service, and that they should even be 
admitted into politi employment, and should be allowed to send representa- 
tives to the Governor General’s Council. This will no doubt redound to the 
credit of the British Government, but it is absurd to imagine that Government 
will do this to please its subjects, for, as a matter of fact, they are not dissatisfied. 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 16th November, in its local news, states that 
the tradesmen of Shol4pur have hit upon a capital 


Complains that the officials ° . er ‘ . 
sn Shotépur atin 1, sevice for ingratiating themselves with the official 


class. During the mango season they send presents 
of mangoes. During the Diwali holidays, they send presents of baskets 
full of sweetmeats and fireworks... In this matter one trader of the name of 
Warada is peculiarly proficient. Although the presents are ostensibly intended 
for children, yet the object seems to be to gain the favour of the parents. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 21st November, in one of its principal leaders, 
alludes to the conviction of Wasudew Balwant Fadke, 
- ge per cape po Cheyne and observes that he has received his due. It is, 
Wacudew Balwant Fadke. however, to be regretted that Government were so 
dilatory in bringing bim to trial, since an immediate 
disposal of his case after his apprehension would have deterred others from following 
his bad example, and the people would have been saved a great deal of anxiety and 
misery. The intentions of Wasudew were praiseworthy, but he did not go the 
right way to work for want of a proper education. For the good of his ecoun- 
trymen he gave up a comfortable situation, abandoned a young wife, and sacri- 
ficed his own happiness. He did not commit dacoities in order to amass wealth. 
We cannot help praising him, says the Shiwdjt, for his disinterestedness and 
patriotism, but his plan for effecting the deliverance of his countrymen were not 
suitable to the present times. The syetem of Government which obtains now is 
very different from that which prevailed in the days of the Moguls. The 
schemes of Shiw4ji were well adapted for those times, but they would be altoge- 
ther out of place at the present juncture. The prosperity of India depends on 
the continuance of the British rule. We have, it is true, to pay heavily for it 
because it is foreign, but there can be no doubt that the country has immensely 
benefited by it, and may still reap udvantages in the future. Itis, therefore, to be 
hoped that no one will be idiotic enough to follow the mad designs of Wasudew, 
but in these days we very much feel the need of individuals possessing his 
disinterestedness and self-denial. A real patriot ought to endeavour to bring 
the grievances of the people to the notice of Government, and should try to 
spread the knowledge of India in England, and persuade the people of that 
country to take interest in Indian affairs. This is the only proper way of 
improving the condition of the natives of India. | 


The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 23rd November observes that, well informed 
rsons say that native commissioned officers in the 

Recommends the opening British army are not properly treated by their 
a uatuene foal ves ro European superiors, and are not, therefore, able to 
votive. ) control the men placed under them. It is true that 
nes they all act towards each other as required by. military 
discipline ; but their feelings are not in unison. The Mitra attributes this 
alleged state of things to the absence of education in the persons holding 
commissions in the army. It recommends, therefore, the establishment of a 
military college in India for the education of the sons of Rajputs, Girdsids, Mardthas 
$y P29—11 [con 627) 3 
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and other milita classes, and advises Government to give them commissions in 
the army with suitable salaries. Such a step would not fail to strengthen the 


native British army. From this institution inspectors of police might also be 
selected. 


The Bombay Samdachér (50) of the 24th November observes that the clause © 
in the License-tax Act which provided that the proceeds 
Criticises the assertion of the license- tax would be reserved for meeting famine 
a by Sir John Strachey expenditure alone, had led the public to believe that 
that the license-tax was not th . d h f the ofte 
imposed for meeting the is tax was imposed to meet the expenses of the often 
famine expenditure alone. recurring famines. Buta portion of the proceeds were 
afterwards devoted to other than famine purposes ; 
and, thereupon, the public complained of the misappropriation. Sir John 
Strachey, in his recent utterances, says that the charge was false. After giving 
the substance of Sir John’s speech on this point, the Samdchdr observes that the 
Finance Minister endeavours to show that the tax was not imposed to meet 
famine expenses alone. But he has failed in this attempt. He does not state 
for what purpose it was imposed. He says that it was not imposed for famine 
purposes, and yet recommends that the clause in the original Act for reserving 
the license-tax proceeds for meeting famine expenditure alone should be 
struck out, The object of the recommendation appears to be to prevent the 
public from bringing forward any charge of misappropriation in case Govern- 
ment applies the proceeds to other than famine purposes. (The Rdst Goftdr 
(53) of the 23rd November, in writing upon this subject, asks what Sir John _ 
Strachey can mean by denying the existence of ‘the Famine Insurance 
Fund”? The Government of India itself made use of this expression. It is 
also known that His Excellency the Viceroy used it in his speech on the License- 
tax Bill, and that a sacred promise was made that the proceeds of this tax would 
be reserved to meet famine expenditure. After quoting the clause in the License- 
tax Act that the proceeds were intended for meeting the expenses incurred on 
account of past and future famines, the Rdst Goftér observes that Sir John 
contradicts himself as usual, when he denies that it was settled to create a 
separate fund to meet the famine expenses. And yet, at the same time, he has 
excluded the abovementioned clause from the Amendment Bill. This act of 
the Finance Minister is tantamount to the withdrawal of the former policy of 
Government. Notwithstanding this, he assures that the former policy will not 
be departed from ; but how can the new assurance secure the confidence of the 
public?) (The Loka Mitra (57) of the 23rd November passes on this subject 
remarks similar to those made above by the Bombay Samdshdr (50), and ex- 
presses its gratitude for some of the provisions of the Bill. The Mitra, however, 
observes that the Bill might have been made more liberal than it is; yet it is 
not the less thankful for the improvements already sanctioned.) (The Gujardt 
Mitra (49) of the 23rd November also criticises the observation of Sir John, 
that the traders who earn Ks. 8 per mensem are. not poor, and, after alluding 
to the great complaint raised on this point two years ago when the License-tax 
Act was passed, remarks that Sir John seems to be not well acquainted with the 
condition of the people of India. After alluding with approbation to some of the 
improvements made in the Amendment Bill, the Mitra observes that it cannot 
understand why the assessable income of tradesmen is fixed so low as twenty 
rupees a month, when in the case of military men, it is fixed at five hundred, 
and in the case of persons in the civil employment of Government at Rs. 100 
per month. This distinction is obviously unjust. In regard to the exclusion 
from the Amendment Bill of the clause contained in the License-tax Act, that the 
proceeds of the tax would be reserved as an insurance fund against famines, the 
observations made by the Mitra are somewhat similar to those made above by its 
contemporaries.) (The Satya Mitra (64) of 28rd November approves of the Amend- 
ment Bill.) (The A’rya Mitra (56) of the 23rd November approves of the Bill, 
but observes that it cannot see the justice of assessing tradesmen and Government 
servants on different principles. e limit in the case of all of them should be’ 
the same, as there can be no sound reason for making any invidious distinctions 
between them.) 4 
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The Jéme Jamsed ie the 28th November, in alluding to the Factory 
Cid an the ill pending before the Su e Legisle observes 
Bill. _ the Factory that there is no necessity for it. publi one 
| ) larly that portion of it which is connected with cotton 
mills, does not want it. The laborers employed in these mills do not present the 
haggard appearance of over-worked beings. They appear healthy and well-to- 
do. They are better off in a pecuniary point of view than their fellow laborers 
in other branches of industry. On the whole, their condition is superior to that 
of persons in the middle class of life. The evidence gathered by the Factory 
Commission, which sat in Bombay, is also to the same effect, and proves that the 
factory laborers are much taken care of by their employers. e Manchester 
mill-owners were sanguine that the prosperity of the Indian mill-industry would 
be checked by the abolition of the ee) duty on cotton goods; but, finding 
that they have been ae (eu in their calculation, they are trying to get the 
remaining duty abolished, and have, through selfish motives, brought a false 
charge that the factory laborers are over-worked and miserable. It is to be 
tted that Government has listened to their interested complaint, and is 
thinking of passing a Factory Act. The Jéme Jamsed is, at the same time, glad 
that the Mill-owners’ Association in Bombay has sent a strong protest against the 
Bill, and hopes that it will have due effect. To do fers to the Honourable 
Mr. Hope, it needs to be mentioned that, at the introduction of the Bill, he made 
a good defence of the interests of this Presidency, and observed that in park 
the measure nothing should be done to injure the rising cotton industry of India. 
In conclusion, the Jdme Jamsed hopes that the Honourable gentleman will duly 
protect the interests of the Indian millsin future discussions. 


The Akhbdére Sowddgar (52) of the 26th November, in noticing the License- 
tax Amendment Bill, observes that it contains some 
Makes remarks on the defects. For instance, incomes from trades and 
License-tax Amendment Bill. professions are to be assessed at one and a half per cent., 
and lists of the tax-payers with the amount of assess- 
ment payable by each are to be fixed in conspicuous oer But the mercantile 
community considers it very derogatory to its credit that the public should 
come to know the incomes of individuals. Many merchants will be compelled 
to pay high assessment in order to conceal their losses from the public. Sir 
John Strachey observes that, so far as was practicable, it has been resolved to 
assess the incomes at one and a half per cent. But it appears from tho table of 
the rates of assessment, that some incomes will be taxed at two percent. The 
limit in regard to assessable incomes from trades and professions is fixed at 
Rs. 250 per annum. But a dealer who earns Rs. 20 per month cannot be 
said to be weil able to pay the tax. ‘The limit of a monthly income of one 
hundred rupees should have been fixed in the case of servants and tradesmen. 
The Bill appears to have been framed with the object of bringing under the 
tax Government officials and professional persons, who were hitherto exempted 
from it, but Government does not give reasons for increasing the rate of the 
tax. The Bill is also being hurried through the Council without allowing the 
ublic sufficient time to consider its provisions, and to. bring to the notice of 
oyernment any defects or shortcomings which might be discovered in it, 


The Rdst Goftdr (53) of the 23rd November approves of the observations 
made by Sir John Strachey in his speech on the 

Makes remarks on certain Amended License-tax Bill, regurding this year's crop 
Fate ba a sae and financial prospects, and the necessity of continu- 
Bill. ing the license-tax in an improved form. With 
| regard to the Finance Minister's remark that the 
mercantile classes have been selected for the imposition of the tax, as they pay 
little for the great advantages which they enjoy, the Rast Goftdr observes 
that this remark is also correct. But why does he exclude Europeans from this 
category ? He says that excepting Europeans no other merchants pay their full 
share of taxation. This is a new discovery. What are the taxes which European | 
merchants pay which are not paid by native merchants? By “ mercantile 
Classes,” Sir John certainly means the wealthy classes, who do not pay any 


special tax. ‘This remark js as much applicable to wealthy natives as to wealthy 
4 Pp 29—11 (con 627) 
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Europeans. European Government officials, doctors, solicitors, barristers, who 
earn incomes are to be taxed by the Amended License-tax Act, and this is 
the most important improvement proposed to be made in the existing law. 


The same is glad that the Indian Government is thinking of introducing 

the Refunding Certificates. They will be a great 

; hes ee ‘Se a. convenience to the cultivating classes for investing their 
ees a", sw petty savings. After giving the substance of the plan 
on which they are to be issued, the Rast Goftdr 

recommends that each certificate should be of the value of Rs. 10 only, and 


adds that they will prove extremely serviceable. 


The same, in alluding to the explanation given by Sir John Strachey for 
urrying the License-tax Amendment Bill through 
the 7 omidalive Council, observes that the reasons 
mong Ps Lape oa ote. advanced for not submitting this important measure 
the Legislative Council. “S" to the full Council, which will shortly meet at Calcutta, 
appear weak when compared with the benefits deriv- 
able from further discussion and delay. Sir John says that the pro 
measure will make no difference to the finances inasmuch as the amount which 
will be surrendered will be recovered in other ways. Again, he observes that 
there will be little or no difference in the burden imposed upon those who are 
subject to it under the existing law. Hence, it seems that by bringing the Bill 
before the Council, while sitting at Calcutta, and allowing sufficient time for 
discussion, the Collectors will not be put to double labor on account of the work 
of assessment. They will have to undergo this trouble twice, if they are 
required to re-assess persons whom they had already assessed. The new law 
does not require them to do anything of the kind. It requires them to assess 
thirty-five thousand persons who have not been hitherto assessed ; and a notifi- 
cation from the Viceroy prohibiting them from assessing ten lacs of persons, who 
are not to be assessed under the proposed Act, will save them the trouble of 
useless assessment work. But it is quite common under the present régime to 
pass important measures with railway speed. 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 23rd November, in alluding to the occurrence 

of dacoities in the Deccan, makes the same remarks 

— 6 ay oe as were made by the Bombay Samdchér ak of the 

ec avasggeaihs 20th instant, and noticed more fully in the last weekly 
summary. 


Disapproves of the haste 


The same, in noticing the Factory Bill pending before the Supreme Legis- 

| lature, observes that though the work of enacting 

7 arolee ie op the law for the factory laborers is taken up with the 
actory announcement that it is intended for their protection 


and benefit, yet many experienced persons do not admit its necessity, apparently © 


for the weighty reasun that it might check the young and rising mill-industry of 
this country. About a year ago Sir Richard Temple made a movement in favor 
of a factory law; and in noticing it, though the Loka Mitra admitted the desirabilit 

of fixing the working hours of factory laborers on a reasonable scale, yet it 
Ghésered that the settlement should be made only on the condition that it did not 
check the prosperity of the mill-industry. Itis to be regretted that this precaution 
has not been taken in the Bill framed bY Mr. Colvin. Inthe first place, its 
object and jurisdiction have been extended. Informer Bills the working hours 
were intended to be fixed. In the present draft, in addition to the hours of 
work, the nature of work and the places in which it is performed are made 
cognizable by the proposed law. ‘The former Bills were intended for applica- 
tion to mills and similar establishments; but the present draft is intended for 
application to every place in which more than fifty laborers work together ; and, 
moreover, its provisions are harsh. In Section 4 it is stated that in the first 
year of the application of the law children under seven years, and, in its second 
year, children under 8 years should not be employed in factories. So far as the 
children themselves are concerned, this provision looks good and humane ; but 
it must be remembered that poor laborers put their children to work when the 
former are unable from their poverty to support them, The prohibition will, 
therefore, act harshly awed 4 ch as they will be a burden on parents who 
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. the pauper population of 


cannot ort them. Section 3 e inspectors appointed under the law, 
to percha cob at ur ars they like for the purpose = none meee but 
natives are averse to Government interference in their concerns. } fine of 
two hundred rupees with which persons, who would disobey orders issued under 
the law, are threatened is somewhat harsh. The first section leaves it at the 
pleasure of the subordinate Governments to apply the law to the provinces 
under their respective control or not. But this discretion will work injus- 
tice. There are many mills in the Bombay Presidency, for which the F 
Act has been for some time past desired. Sir Richard is in favour of the law, and 
hence it is certain to be at once made applicable to the mills of this Presidency. 
The Honourable Sir Edwin Johnson and the Honourable Sir Andrew Clar 
roposed that the law should not be held applicable to the factories of the 
ihtary and the Public Works Departments. The adoption of this proposal 
will be an act of injustice. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (68) of the 24th November observes that the East 
ndian Railway having become a State concern, Gov- 
Disapproves of the sr ernment have ruled that none but Europeans should 
Cee Ee eranent ei? be employed on it as guards. This order seems 
er than Europeans should : ; 
not be employed as guards in Strange when the Government is showing favour to 
the East Indian Railway. natives by opening to them new fields in the State 
service. There ought to be no objection to the em- 
loyment of a person as a guard on account of his caste and religion, provided 
* is healthy, able, and faithful. The above order will not redound to the 
credit of the Supreme Government. The annual reports published by Govern- 
ment show that native guards employed on the B. B. & C. I. Railway have 
done good service: But since Government have taken the initiative, it would 
not be surprising if private Companies follow the example and dismiss their 
native guards. 


The Widydé Mitra (75) for the month of November 1879, in an article 
headed ** What need is there for the Native Princes to 
Approves of the recommend- maintain large armies?” approves of the reeommend- 
ation of the London Times ation made by the London Times for the reduction of 
for the reduction of the these armies, After ex t satisfacti ith 
armies of Native States. ; pressing great satisiaction wit 
the policy of reducing the current expenditure in order 
to make both ends meet, the Mitra alludes to the unfortunate mutiny of 1857, and 
the necessity then created for increasing the Kuropean army, and subscribes 
to the opinion of the Times that this large army may be reduced, with the 
reservation that it cannot be well done just now on account of the Afghan 
difficulty. But when peace is restored in that country and the Russians a 
been thoroughly checked in their aggressive policy in Central Asia, the Indian 
army may be safely reduced. But before actually taking this step, it is necessary 
that another cause, which requires the British army to be kept up at its present 
strength, should be removed. The Native States among them retain a force of 
three hundred thousand men, They are tolerably well disciplined and armed. 
It is true that they are no match for the British soldiers; but they are no doubt a 
source of anxiety to Government. It is not improbable that in unsettled times 
they might cause trouble. The Native States are in no need of any army 
whatever, as they are under British protection. If they maintain an efficient - 
lice, there will be no difficulty in keeping the peace within their territories. It 
is not only not improper but actually beneficial, both to the British Government 
and the Native States themselves, that the armies in the service of the latter 
should be reduced. ay 


Municipalities, 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 21st November says that since the prevalence of 
famines in the Deccan, the .. Benepe population has 

Makes suggestions about immensely increased, particularly in the ~~ of Poona, 
where beggars are to be seen begging at all times of 
the day and night to the great annoyance of the 
inhabitants, In order to check this growing evil, the writer suggests that the 
Municipality should open relief-houses for this class of people, and should make 
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Poona. 
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them work. The of maintaining relief-houses might be met by levyitig — 


an extra tax, which, however, should not exceed the average expenditure of a 
family on charity. 


Railways. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 23rd November, in its principal leader, says 
that complaints against the G. I. P. Railway havo 
Makes geg B G. eS never ceased since that line has been opened for 
= ggg . "traffic. It seems to be the object of the authorities of 
this lage | to screw out as much money as possible 
from the people, and to give them the greatest possible annoyance in return. 
We are willing to admit, says the Native Opinion, that owing to its vast length 
some allowance must be made for imperfections in the management, but we 
cannot help observing from the evidence which we have heard that the railway 
officers do their utmost to cause as much annoyance as possible to passengers. 
The over-crowding of carriages, the want of urinals in third and fourth class 
carriages, the employment of an insufficient number of ticket-issuers and ticket- 
collectors, the starting of trains at unsuitable hours, and many other inconve- 
niences which we could mention are the chief shortcomings of this Company. 
The evils which:have been mentioned above are felt in their greatest intensity 
at the railway station in Poona. After citing some cases in justification of 
the above charges, the writer concludes with a hope that the Press Com. 
missioner will be good enough to bring-the gross mismanagement of the G.I. P. 
Railway to the notice of the Government of India, in order that the authorities 
of the Company may be roused to a sense of their duty. Nobody likes to 
_ submit to ill-treatment after paying his fare, but the natives of India are meek, 
long-suffering and quiet, and are, therefore, not likely to bring their grievances 
to the notice of the authorities. It, therefore, behoves .the Government to 
interfere with a view to improve the management of this Railway. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


| Reporter on the Native Pross. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
2nd December 1879, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Deccan Star (2) of the 23rd November, in its principal leader, says that 

Mak a that form of Government is the best - a 
axes remaregs tn connec- . . oq - 

bi al ple.are treated on a footing of equality. iberty 

Fake py Shuma fa enibeed by one section of the community to the 


exclusion of others, the misfortunes of the excluded. 


portion are insufferable. India has been under foreign domination for the last 
five hundred years, . but of all foreign rulers the yoke of England has pressed 
least heavily upon her. Peace ial wedes has prevailed in the country, and 
since the assumption of sovereignty by the Queen-Empress, the natives have 
enjoyed some little liberty. . The Government of England is a limited monarchy, 
which combines in it the advantages due to personal and to republican govern- 
ments. Of late, however, the system of personal government seems to be on the 
ascendant, and its evils are becoming notorious. The passing of the Vernacular 
Press Act, the reduction of the import duty on cotton goods by the Viceroy 
against the wishes of the majority of his own Council, the prosecution of 
unjust wars, the passing of oppressive laws relating to forests, the levying of 
heavy taxes on the first necessaries of life, the appropriation of taxes for 
purposes other than those for which they were originally imposed, these and a 
thousand other facts which could be mentioned are the fruits of a personal 
government. In the eyes of his countrymen, Wasudev Balwant Fadke did not 
commit any wrong. e agree with Mr. Newnham, says the Deccan Star, that 
Wasudev did not do any good to the people on whose behalf he laboured; but 
all true Englishmen must sympathise with him. This is evident from the fact 
that an English lady thought proper to present Wasudew witha nosegay at the 
railway station when he was carried away from Poona. Besides, our rulers 
are Christians, who are commanded by their religion to love their neighbours 
as themselves. Wasudew, though a Brd4hman, showed a truly Christian spirit 
when he tried to relieve the misery of his countrymen. Those who censure 
Wasudew for pursuing the course which he did, are simply disserablers. When 
war was raging between Great Britain and her American colonies, one Dean 
Tucker wrote a pamphlet to show that the separation of the American colonies 
from their mother country would be no loss to the latter, but a clear gain to her. 
This vsti did not find favor at the time; but we know from history that 
Dean Tucker was the only man who thoroughly understood the question, and that 
his opinion was right. Paisdew deserves the highest praise not only from all 
natives, but even from Englishmen who wish for the prosperity of Her Majesty’s 
Eastern. Empire, By sacrificing himself he has averted danger which sooner 


or later must follow intolerable oppression. We consider him as the harbinger of 
a bright future for India, 


The same says that the Chiefs and Princes of India have so much deterio- 


rated that there are few among them who are able to 
Makes observations with manage their States with tolerable success. Recently 
oe to the handingupof the Chief of Bhore requested the Government of 
the police of the Bhore State . teak tebe ok € th 1; f hi . 
into the charge of the British Dombay to take charge of the police of his territory. 
Government. The latter at once accepted the responsibility. For 
_ this we are deeply grateful, says the Deccan Star, but 
we are unable to understand why the Chief should have made the request in 
question. ‘The inefficiency of the police in British territory is well known ; but 
if the Chief of Bhore thinks that it is better managed, he may just as well at 
once admit the general superiority of the British administration, and hand 
over his small State to the cares of our-rulers. We would certainly advise him 
to do so. Had Malharraw Gaekwad followed the course pursued te the Chief 
of Bhore on the present oe¢casion, he would have saved the Government of Lord 
Northbrook @ great deal of trouble and anxiety. ‘ 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 30th November, in its principal leader, says 


that the nati) indi sis Sande 
Sa OOS oe we TN at the natives of India have already been reduced 


L; to the utmost verge of destitution by. scarcity of 
Areas __ employment, and at such a juacture it does not become 
Government to annoy its subjects by imposing additional taxation. Our rulers, 
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4 
says the Native Opinion, should have directed their attention to the reduction of 


expenditure for effecting a financial gry cosh 9 and should have found new 


channels of employment for improving the condition of the inhabitants of the 
country. But who is there to listen to our suggestions? The Government is 
composed of foreigners, who cannot and will not know the real state of the 
masses. Our only resource is to pray to God that he may be pleased to relieve 
us from our present misery, and awaken our governors to a just sense of their 
duty. Some valid reason ought to have been assigned: for levying this new 
impost. The second Afghan war has not been undertaken in defence of Indian 
interests, and hence its cost should have been shared between England and 
Afghanistan. This is not only our opinion, but it has been advocated by 
distinguished statesmen in England. The license-tax was originally im 

for meeting the expenditure on famines, but it has been hegre for entirely 
different purposes. A little while ago Government made a great pretence of 
making retrenchments in the public expenditure, but nothing of the kind has 
come to pass. Some appointments in the Public Works Department have been 
abolished, but it is doubtful whether this policy will be beneficial. Upon the 
whole there is no justification for imposing this new tax. But it is useless to 
argue the question since the fiat has gone forth for levying it. Some relief will, 
no doubt, be afforded by raising the limit of taxable incomes of tradesmen to 
Rs. 250 per annum, but we do not see any ground for making an invidious 
distinction, by which Government servants and professional men are to be taxed 
on different principles from tradesmen. All incomes below Rs. 1,200 per 
annum aad be exempted from taxation, irrespective of the employment 
which the tax-payers may be engaged in. The policy of the License-tax Bill 
is calculated to encourage persons to seek Government service, against which 
our rulers have been always preaching. Ayain, no good reason has been assigned 
for exempting military officers drawing less than Rs. 6,000 per annum from 
contributing to this tax. In conclusion, we believe this tax will create intense 
dissatisfaction in the country. Besides, the work of making retrenchments will 
languish, and an impetus will be given to the increase of expenditure which will 
again necessitate the imposition of additional taxation. If this tax is to be 
made permanent, we hope that all incomes above Ks. 1,200 will be taxed at an 
uniform rate. 


The same, in another article, alludes to the despatches of General Roberts, 
and to a letter of the correspondent of the Zimes of 
Makes remarks on Afghan Jndia which appeared in that journal on the 6th 
ature. November, and observes that the pacification of 
Afghanistan will be no easy matter, and will certainly entail enormous expendi- 
ture. The cost of subjugating the whole of Afghanistan will be a hundred times 
the cost of last year’s campaign. Nothing has as yet transpired as to how this 
vast sum is to be raised. Besides, the Afghan proee is by no means near 
solution. On the contrary the difficulties of the Government of India with 
reference to Afghanistan are likely to multiply. Only a short time it was 
determined not to advance beyond the territorial limits assigned in the Treat of 
Gundamuk, but that idea seems now to be given up. It appears as if English 
influence will have to be extended as far as Herat in the west and Badakshan in 
the north. If this be so, it behoves our rulers to consider ie“ the means for 
raising the money which may be required for this purpose. The Parliament of 
England is near its dissolution, and the Conservative and Liberal leaders are 
making a struggle to obtain power. None of them, however, have made 
any ss to the difficulty which will be experienced in meeting the 
expenditure incidental to the settlement of Afghan affairs. The result of 
throwing on India the cost of the settlement of Afghanistan will be disastrous. 


A correspondent of Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of 4th December, writing from 

Ss es ee ae Thana, “re — Saheb apace arayan Bhut, 

2 ub-Judge the Sub-Judge of that station is very dilatory in getting 

of Thana Pee Sere Grane his work. He is fond of adjourning canis 
and of keeping witnesses hanging about the court from 
day to day without any adequate cause. It is to be that he will alter his 
ways, and do his utmost to discharge his work in the most expeditious manner, | 
2npe6—12 [con 631] ‘ : 
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The Bodha Sudhékar 1 of the 26th November alludes to the transfer of 

r. Muir of the Civil Service to Dhérwér, and observes 

eg ese ye peg Hs that during his tenure of office as Assistant Collector 
Officer. | at Sétéra he did his work in the most exemplary 
manner. Asa Magistrate he was rg and impar- - 


tial, and was perfectly civil to all those who came before him. As Vice- 
President of the Municipality, he showed great tact and judgment in the 
management of Municipal affairs, and in the expenditure of Municipal funds. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 30th November, in alluding to the License-tax 
Amendment Bill, says that the tax will press more 
heavily on lower incomes than on higher. This is 
contrary to the declared intentions of Government. 
Sir John Strachey said in the Supreme Legislative Council that the incidence 
of the tax will be at the rate of one and a half per cent., but on looking at the 
schedule, it appears that the lower class of incomes will be charged at the rate 
of two per cent. It is of course necessary to raise money in order to carry on 
the government of a country, but in imposing taxes care should be taken that 
they are levied in the most —— manner. The poor are more likely to be 
in pecuniary difficulties than the rich, and taxes should be so devised as to fall 
more lightly on the former than on the latter. We are willing to admit, says 
the Arunodaya, that our rulers wish for the happiness of their subjects, and 
particularly the poorer portion of them. The passing of the Deccan Ryots’ 
Relief Bill is an illustration in point ; but the policy of the new License-tax Bill 
is of a contrary tendency. In former times the cultivation of land was deemed 
most profitable, while trade was considered as next in importance, and Govern- 
ment service was not sought at all. The state of things is now entirely changed. 
The masses have begun to abandon agriculture and trade on account of their 
unprofitableness, while the service of Government is eagerly sought as being the 
most remunerative. Under these circumstances it is not right to impose a tax 
which presses more heavily on the trading and agricultural a than on those 
who follow any of the liberal professions or are in the service of Government. 
In conclusion it is suggested that in order to make the tax perfectly fair and 
equitable, all incomes below Rs. 1,200 per annum, from whatever source, 
should be exempted from taxation, and those above might be rated more highly, 
in order to recoup the loss which might be incurred. If this suggestion is not 
acceptable, we would recommend, says the Arunodaya, that all incomes below 
Rs. 600 per annum should be exempted from taxation irrespective of the source 
from which they may be derived. 


The same, in another article, says that most of our present Sub-Judges have 

| been trained under the new system, and that hardly 
Makes comments on certain any men of thé old stamp will be found among them. 
pa Pin Hs weg" Justice wort This being so, we should have thought, says the 
a 0 our Preae™  Arunodaya, that the higer authorities would have a good 
opinion of them ; but we are surprised at the strange 

disclosures made by the Honourable Mr. Hope with respect to them on the passing 
of the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill. That gentleman stated that Mr. Justice West 
of the Bombay High Court considered that our present Sub-Judges were poor, 
half educated, and devoid of understanding, and, if they were not corrupt, they 
certainly did not possess a high moral tone. We are extremely sorry that 
Mr. West should have given expression to such views, and it is unnecessary to 
say that they will not be relished by those on whom they reflect. There is also 
no justification for the charges which have been made. If the Sub-Judges are 
not intelligent, it is not their fault. The deity created them as they are, and it 
is not right to blame them. The charge of poverty may be sustained, but we 
cannot help observing that it is on account of their poverty that they passed 
hard examinations and qualified themselves for the service of Government. 
Besides, the remark would apply with equal force to all servants of Government. 
We also fail to see uny connection between poverty and the work which a man 
might have to perform. Again, we do not understand what the learned Judge 
could miean by calling them half educated. They passed certain examinations 
prescribed by the High Court, of which Mr. West isso great an ornament, and if 


Makes remarks on _ the 
License-tax Amendment Bill. 
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they did not reach the standard which was required of them, it shows either that . 
the examinations were not properly framed, or that the examiners were. not up 
to their work. The charge of a want of a high moral tone is utterly untenable. 
During the last fifteen years only one Sub-Jad e out of a large number was 
accused of corruption, and even in his case the charge altogether failed. This 
shows that our Sub-Judges as a body are an honourable set of men. They are 
of course inferior to Mr. West in intéllectual power, and it is for this reason that 
the latter draws Rs. 4,000 per mensem, while the former have to be content 
with Rs. 200 per mensem. As to the capacity of our Sub-Judges to do their work 
efficiently, we will cite one crucial test. Mr. Hope says that out of a hundred 
mY RET about seventy of the decisions passed by Sub-Judges in original suits are 
upheld. If this statement be correct, we fail to see bow the Sub-Judges can be 
inefficient asabody. We hope that Mr. West will disabuse himself of the 
absurd notions which have taken possession of his mind, and trust that all Sub- 
Judges will, by increased exertion, endeavour to correct whatever faults may be 
found in them, and thus show themselves worthy of the confidence of their 
superiors. 


The Jagan Mitra (14) of the 24th November says that, owing to the en- 
hancement of duty and other causes, salt has become 
vey dear, and the poor cannot afford to buy it. It is 
said that the health of the people generally has dete- 
riorated on account of the scarcity and dearness of this necessary of life. A 
correspondent of this journal, writing from Devgad, says that the inhabitants 
of that village had to do without salt for nearly a month. it is also stated that 
a large quantity of salt was destroyed at Malwan, because it could not be sold 
at the price demanded. This proceeding is very extraordinary. It would 
have been better if that salt bad been distributed gratis to poor people. The 
Assistant Collector of the Salt Department. in charge of this part of the country 
knows the intense sufferings caused by the dearness of salt, and it is to be hoped 
that he will bring this unfortunate state of things to the notice of the superior 
authorities. If remedial measures are not immediately taken, an increase in 
the number of deaths will be the result. We trust, says the Jagan Mitra, that 
our just and kind-hearted Colleetor Mr. Vidal will do something to afford 
relief to the suffering public. 


Complains of the dearness 
of salt. 


The same of the 1st December says that the Disarming Act is being 
3 enforced in the most rigorous manner in the Uollec- 
Complains of the enforee- torate of Ratndgiri to the great annoyance of the 
ray ses as fr inhabitants. There has been a general seizure of 
giri. see SE ans by the police, and even those persons who had 
. obtained licenses to keep them have been deprived of 
them. The inconvenience suffered is indescribable. Most of the guns which 
have been forcibly taken away were perfectly useless for offensive purposes, but 
they were useful to their owners in frightening away monkeys, who have 
commenced to destroy every thing with a will, and against which the inhabitants 
are unable to protect themselves. Besides, no compensation has been given to 
those whose guns have been seized. Itis to be hoped that the Magistrate of 
the District will direct his attention to this subject, and will at least permit 
people who have obtained licenses to keep guns for the protection of their lives 
and property. ’ : 


The Dhdwdr Writta (25) of the 20th November, in alluding to the License-tax 

; Amendment Bill, says that no solid reasons have been 
advanced for making invidious distinctions between 
Government servants and tradesmen in the matter of 
taxation. All should be treated alike. We entirely | 
approve, says the Writta, of the principle of exempting Government servants 
whose incomes are below Rs. 1,200 per annum from the operation of this Bill, and 
trust that the same indulgence will be extended to those who belong to the 
trading community. Again, although agriculturists are specifically exempted 
from the license-tax, yet the tax-collectors somehow manage to bring them 
within its pale. We could easily cite hundreds of instances wherein this was 
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Makes remarks in connec- 
tion with the License-tax 
Amendment Bill. 
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done last year. We, therefore, earnestly hope that the exemption of agriculturists 
will be made perfectly clear in the new Bill, and trust that this matter will not 
be left to the discretion of tax-collectors. 


The Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the Ist December alludes to the retirement of 

.. , Colonel Schneider, and to the numerous public works 

Rade eng ee ° and other improvements which he has been instru- 

p mental in effecting in the territory of Kolhépur, and 

observes that he was particularly careful in the discharge of his own duties, and 

also kept a strict watch on all his subordinates. Upon the whole his adminis- 

tration of the territory in his charge has been extremely creditable, and his 

departure will be sincerely regretted by the inhabitants of Kolhépur and the 

adjoining States. It is to be hoped that steps will be taken to collect funds to 
preserve his memory in the scene of his labours. 


The Satya Mitra (45) of the 29th November says that dacoities are 
aappees in and about the neighbourhood of Khan- 
Describes the lawlessness déla, Within an area of ten miles from that village, 
Pebbowthood of Khendéla. ve robberies occurred during the last fortnight, and 
property to the extent of Rs. 10,000 was carried away. 
It is reported that a couple of villagers were severely beaten, and a policeman 
near Lanowli was killed. The Mérwéri traders are in a state of great anxiety 
for the safety of their lives and property. They have buried their valuables 
beneath the ground and in the crevices of walls. A certain tradesman refused 
to show the place where he had hidden his treasure. Upon this the robbers 
tied his hands behind his back, and after covering his body with cotton, soaked 
it with oil, and set it on fire. ‘The unhappy man, after being subjected to this 
excruciating torture, pomted out the locality where he had hidden his wealth, 
which the robbers made away with at once. The lawlessness which is prevailing 
about Khandéla is perfectly appalling. ‘The dacoits move about in the dress of 
policemen. 


The same, in its issue of the 2nd December, alludes to the reduction of 
expenditure in the Public Works Department, and 
_ Makes remarks in connec- observes that the manner in which old and experienced 
tion with the reductions in Ens; h b RE See Ni bl f 
the PublicW orks Department. gineers have been induced to retire by the grant o 
nuses is very costly, and at the same time most 
disadvantageous to the State. It is stated that certain Engineers whose services 
were lent to Railway Companies and other institutions, and who had not for 
years drawn a single pie from the Government treasury, have severed their 
nominal connection with Government on the payment of two or three years’ 
salary in addition to the regular pension of their rank. We fail to see, says the 
Satya Mitra, any wisdom in this arrangement, and cannot understand how the 
public burdens will be reduced by this method. The European public dislikes 
natives to be paid even at a moderately reasonable rate, and many of our 
educated men are dying for want of employment. In conclusion, the writer 
says thut communication between England and India is now cheap and rapid, 
and that, therefore, there is no necessity for paying Europeans on the same high 
scale as in former times. Ifthe clipping process is applied to the salaries of 
all European officials in the country, the savings which would accrue would be 
enormous. ) | 


The Guardt Mitra (19) of the 30th November alludes to the unfavourable 
Makes observations in con. Pinion expressed by Mr. Justice West about the Sub- 
nection with certain remarks Judges in this Presidency on the occasion of recording 
of Mr. Justice West about his views on the Deccan Ryots’ Relief Bill, and after 
the Sub-Judges in the Bom- praising the Honourable gentleman for bis general 
Bae Serene? attainments.and legal knowledge, observes that he has 
erred in depreciating the Sub-Judges as a body. He ought not to have forgotten 
that eighty-five per cent. of their decisions are confirmed by the High -Court 
in appeal, and this fact proves that they are able and efficient as Judges, Mr. 
West denounces them as being poor; but poverty isno demerit. We are happy 
to say, says the Gwardt Mitra, that the public does not endorse his views, and 
ra t —* Honourable Mr. Hope gave an appropriate answer to the animadversious 
of Mr. West. ; 
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The same also objects to the provision of the Amended License-tax Bill . 
which lays down that lists showing the name of each 
Objects to the provision in tax-payer and the amount of. the tax which he will 
the Amended Micense-tax Fu, have to pay shall be fixed in some conspicuous places. 
‘about the publication of the This oe =. hich! Sdoattnnabta ta Ue f 
lists of tax-payers. provision is highly objectionable in the case o 
traders and merchants. The commercial classes are 
justly averse to making public their pecuniary liabilities, for, if they did so, their 
business would often receive a great and irrecoverable shock. The License-tax 
Act of 1867 contained no such clause; aud there is no good reason why it 
should be introduced into the present Bill. It ought to be expunged at once. 
The Mitra also objects to the manner in which the Bill is being hurried through 
the Legislative Council. | 


The same says that the English paper set at this year’s Matriculation 
Examination of the Bombay University was admirable, 
Criticises the changesmade and such as would afford a good test of a candidate’s 


in the Matriculation Exami- }nowledge of that language. The Mitra does not 
a ofthe Bombay Univer: “understand the object of sedan the number of days 


assigned for the written examination, and also of 
setting one paper on two subjects where formerly there were separate papers for 
each. It condemns also the new plan of examining all candidates orally. 
Hitherto only such candidates as obtained a certain number of marks in English 
were examined orally in that language, and their answers in other subjects 
were examined. ‘This system did not do injustice to any one. The new method 
of subjecting all candidates to an oral examination and of examining the papers 
of all, whether they have passed in English or not, will only benefit examiners. 
This unnecessary increase in the expenditure of the University is unjustifiable, 
particularly when Government is doing its utmost to make retrenchments in the 
public charges. — 


The Bombay Samdachdr (50) of the 1st December observes that reports from 
Gujarat state that the whole province is suffering 
y inggacetel ay gta © from a severe visitation of fever. Numerous deaths 
PK Serer in Crajerés. e® have occurred from it in Surat, Ahmedabad, Broach 
and other large towns from the want of a sufficient 
supply of medicines. When such has been the condition in large cities, the 
state of things in villages must necessarily be worse. The district authorities 
must undoubtedly have done something to give relief; but, since the mortality 
continues unabated, their efforts cannot be commensurate to the magnitude of 
the calamity. It, therefore, behoves the Bombay Government to direct its 
attention to the evil. The Samdchdr then regrets that Sir Richard Temple is 
at a long distance from the Presidency town. Though the work of Government 
is carried on in his absence, yet it is a different thing to have the energetic 
Governor present in Bombay. If he were now in Bombay he would not fail to 
visit the province personally, and to adopt effective measures for checking the 
epidemic. His absence is much felt, and he should, therefore, be relieved 
by the Supreme Government from the arduous work on which he is at present 
engaged in Afghanistan. Inthe meanwhile the authorities in Gujardét should 
make better arrangements for affording an adequate supply of medicines to the 
suffering public. | 


The Jéme Jamsed (51) of the 1st December is glad that a certain case in the 

_— a ied Parsi Matrimonial Court has been referred to arbitra- 
pee pers Aa che Park tion. The object of the Parsi Matrimonial and Divorce 
Matrimonial and Divoree Act was to dispense cheap and quick justice, but it has 
Court should in the first been found that the parties seeking its benefit incur 
inatence be referred to arbi. heavy expenses on account ofpayments to Solicitors and 
Yeas : Barristers. The consequence of this has been that 


those who resorted to the Court have been impoverished, while others are afraid 
of going to it. For this reason the Jdéme Jamsed has long advocated the 
introduction of the system existing in France, of referring such cases to 
arbitration. After describing it, the Jéme Jamsed remarks that it is ve 
good, inasmuch as it saves both parties from heavy expenditure, and affor 
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protection to innocent persons against tricks and machinations. That 
ought to be made applicable to the Pérsis. In the meanwhile it is a matter 
for congratulation that the Delegates requested the sitting Judge to refer 
the abovementioned case to some among themselves for arbitration. It is to be 
hoped that they will act in the same manner in regard to other cases which may 

come before them. : 


The same of the 4th December notices the important speech of His 
Excellency the Viceroy at the recent Darbar in Delhi.. 
BP pe og a Pe After describing the danger to which India is liable 
Dethi Darbar, from the ambition of Russia, the Jéme Jamsed 
approves of the extension of the frontier of the English 
dominions into Afghanistan, and observes that the advantages pointed out by 
His Lordship from this step are real and solid. The sentiments expressed by 
the Viceroy regarding the more extensive employment of educated natives in 
the service of their country, might not be agreeable to them; but they should 
wait patiently. They should be satisfied for the present with the commencement 
leak made in this matter. ‘They will gradually get more into the confidence 
of Government, and then places of higher emoluments and greater responsibility. 
will be thrown open to them. It has been seen that during the last decade, 
places of higher emoluments than they got before have been bestowed upon 
them. His Lordship treats the increase made in the salt duty as equivalent to 
a decrease in the tax. It is, however, not so. It is true that by imposing a 
uniform duty on this article throughout India, the people of Bengal and the 
North-West Provinces have been benefited; but the inhabitants in the other 
parts of India have suffered, and they cannot afford now to buy this necessar 
of life in quantities commensurate with their requirements. Besides, salt is 
useful in the improvement of land, and in keeping the cattle in health; and its 
dearness has retarded the extension and improvement of agriculture, and has 
helped to increase diseases and mortality. It behoves Government, therefore, 
to lessen the duty on salt when an improvement in the finances takes 
place. The Jdéme Jamsed concurs with His Lordship’s remarks that the 
proceeds of the license-tax need not be reserved as a separate fund for 
meeting famines. A strong objection has been raised by the public against 
the abolition of the Famine Insurance Fund; but as a matter of fact it 
was devoted to meet the more urgent demands of the Afghan campaign; and 
hence no objection ought now to be justly taken for this diversion. The 
advantages which India would obtain from the rectification of the frontier on 
the North-West have been already pointed out. Again, if an unforeseen 
necessity for expenditure like the Afghan war should again arise, or should there 
be a decrease in the annual revenue from some unexplained cause, the fund 
would have to be at once diverted to meet that contingency. It has been, 
therefore, rightly determined to merge the fund in sthe pa as revenues which 
will of course be liable to meet all charges on accdtnt of famines. The Govern- 
ment has acquired considerable experience in the last two famines, and the 
public may be assured that it will not fail to adopt effective measures for meeting 
these catastrophes, should any unfortunately occur hereafter. 


The Akhbdére Sowdagar (52) of the 3rd December, in noticing the meeting 

? of the Mill-owners’ Association in Bombay, held on 

Says that the mill-owners Saturday last, observes that from the discussion 
= OT — - he which took place on the Factory Bill on that occasion, 
mie the: Pactow, Bill. it appears that the Association is afraid that several 
disadvantages would follow were the Bill passed, and 

it has, therefore, made a protest against it. It is also intended to send another 
protest when the Bill is B serait But it seems that these protests will not 
carry any weight. The Honourable Mr. Murérji and others stated that several 
mill-owners work their mills all day, and still exact much work from the 
factory laborers without giving them sufficient rest. The mill-owners assert 
that the laborers work on Sundays of their own free will; but it ought not to be 
forgotten that some of the mills are closed on two Sundays in a month, and the 
pay of the workmen is cut for those days, and that the latter exhibit willingness 
to work on those days in order to save themselves from a loss. The mill-owners 
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have not brought forward any sound objections to the Bill, except the one 
advanced by them in to children. They are, therefore, once more 
advised not to attempt to have the Billthrown out, but to make an effort to 
have it made less stringent than it is at present. m 


The Rdst Goftdr (53) of the 30th November, in alluding to Mr. Gladstone’s 
attempt to get himself elected as the representative 
PR A Ling he aaa of the people of Midlothian, observes that the 
ae Sais competition going on between the Liberals and the 
Conservatives for ascendancy in Parliament, concerns India in no small d 
The direction of the Indian administration is not now in the hands of the 
Viceroy or the Governors of the Presidencies. It has passed into the hands of the 
Ministry to whom the Indian authorities are obliged to be subservient. The 
policy of the present Ministry has assumed the character of wilful Imperialism, 
from which India has suffered much. A change in the Ministry is, therefore, 
very desirable. . 


In alluding to the rumour current in London, and telegraphed by the 
Seiad London Correspondent of the Times of India, that the 
not approve of the 5 tal te al onitin’ hat H fonld ty 
annexation of Afghanistan. remier 18 Of opinion that Herat should be at once 
occupied, and that the whole of Afghanistan should 
be annexed to the British Empire, and in noticing the report that it is believed 
in St. Petersburgh that England intends to take possession of Herat after gaining 
over Persia to her side, the Rast Goftdr observes that these reports ought not 
to be believed until they have been authoritatively confirmed. It would, no 
doubt, be a great blessing to Afghanistan to bring her under the civilized rule 
of Britain, but the step would prove troublesome and perilous to India. It 
would be a misfortune to the latter country, if England obtains any territory 
beyond the mountain passes which have secured to India a scientifie frontier. 
If Afghanistan is to be ruled by Britain, then there can be no doubt that it is 
indispensable that possession should be taken of Herat as recommended by 
Colonel Malleson sed Sthiae competent authorities. But it is to be hoped that the 
Ministry will consider the question very carefully before deciding on annexation, 
a step which will involve India in interminable difficulties, 


The same, in stating that the Bombay Chamber of Commerce intends to 

; convene a public meeting shortly for the purpose of 
ei Ave —- - memorializing Government against the License-tax 
the caitlin mashing +e Amendment Bill, advises the natives not to lend their 
Bombay Chamber of Com- support to this movement. The Rast Goftdr reminds 
merce proposes to convene them that the European residents of Bombay not only 
for the hye Tr ritnS said nothing against the unwise abolition of the 
gd — import duty on Kurope cotton goods, but some.of them 
even supported the unjust claim of their countrymen 

in England. Their desire to convene the meeting in question has been prompted 
by selfish feelings, and not from any wish to attend to the interests of the people 
of this country, After showing that the Amended License-tax Bill has properly 
exempted tradesmen earning less than Rs. 250 a year, and servants drawing an 
annual pay of Rs, 1,200, and has dealt equitably with Europeans who earn 
large incomes, the Rdst Goftdr observes that from one point of view the natives 
ought not only not to Ps the Bill which relieves them from a heavy burden, 
but ought to feel grateful for it to Sir John Strachey. The Europeans denounce 
the natives as disloyal; but Government has seen from the loud complaints 
raised by the Anglo-Indian Press how ill they themselves discharge their duty to 

the State. 


The same observes, in the next leader, that the Bombay Gazette states that the 
public meeting which the Bombay Chamber of Com- 

Says Ay the — merce intends convening shortly is for the iy 27 of 
2, tae scrutinizing the entire financial policy of. she Tadion 
# Government. If it be so, then the natives ouglit to 
support the movement in right earnest. Though the Amended License-tax Bill 


is very favorableto natives, yet Sir John Strachey stubbornly defends the tyrannical 
5uP6—12 [con 631] hatin 


ae - ° 
: : . . 
_ : - 
a ? , 
° « . 
7 * . 4 % . 
* ; ;" : ? - ; 
- ~ . rom a - 
. x , 
. - 
: > - > : 
. . ? 
- ° 
; é / é 
: 
: 
® 
_ 
: 
- 
. 
. 
> 
: 
* 
° : 
. 
. ° : 
- 
4 
. 5 
- 
~ . 
. 
‘ 
: 
- 
> 
> . ad 
. 
- 
> 
ad * 
sd * 
. : 
. 
“* 
. 
' 
" 
7 
= 
> 
* 
. 
: . 
’ 
. 
t 
. 
/ . - 
‘ 
* 
. . 
. 
e . » 
. ‘ 4 . 
. a 
. 
‘ 
‘ -. 4 
7 
. 
a. 
. 
_ 
; 7 ¢ 
’ - 
: 
* 
5 & 
. 
7 
. , 
* - 7 
‘ ~ 
. : " 
. P . 
: . . 
- 
ae 
’ 
; 
* 
; 
, j 
2 . 
- 
.§ x 7 2 
> 
rf ‘ : eyes 
. . / 
M 4 i. 
‘ 
- . : 
‘ : ' . } 
- > 
- . . ™ 
. 
* . m 
e : 
- . 
2 
7 = a 
s y) 
; “ 
+ 
- 
.* . ‘ 
e . 
° 
a -* . 
: 
+ 
* & 
? ‘ 
. . P 
y e 
a > « - : 
; 4 ¢ . ‘ 
a ~ 
nite - oe . "ql as . s 
: ” 4 o 2 . ad 
t » z : 
. 
+7 é 4 < 4 3 ‘ 
. ‘ . 
7 
~ 7 aad a - 
~ > ° : ‘ 
* ~ ¥ ¥ ] 
ee # 
s ‘ * <i. * aA i . 
* - a pean ae ’ « . - 4 a * é 
cad * 6 ’ 7 
. , . . ’ 2 s . e L 
5 7 
/ - 
# 
: * 
: ‘ 
¢ ” 
>» 7 
. : 
a - 
< 3 
: : 
“ 
. 
é é 


omy “jp on! 
x “ * Ww " 
t if. 

: : 


cat 


. 
Mr 


4§ 


~ 


License-tax Act, and seems to have brought the Amendment Bill forward, because 
he was compelled to do so by public opinion, particularly that of England. 
His clinging stubbornly to his original views raises msions about the 
- soundness of his policy ; and it is desirable that the whole country should join in 


making a loyal protest against them. The financial policy is not only wrong, but it 
is growing lailieatost, nay unfair; and the Ministry adopted fmporialient 


which is so injurious to Indian interests. Two years the Government 
became alarmed at the sight of the fearful famines and at the fall in the value 
of silver, and made a change in its policy, but it did not continue long. The 
promise given to create the Famine Insurance Fund has not been observed, 
while the license-tax, levied specially for constituting it, is still in existence. It 
will take years before the report of the Famine Commission comes before the 
public. The much lauded Commission which was appointed to reduce the 
military expenditure threatens to end in smoke. The promise to give natives 
high appointments, and a! to reduce the civil expenditure to some extent, 
has remained unredeemed. ‘The cost of the Afghan war, of which no accurate 
estimate can be formed at present, threatens to be heavy, and it will have to be 
paid from the Indian sg On the other hand, this year has proved favourable 
to this country. The loss from exchange will be less by one krore of rupees. 
There ought to be a large saving in the current expenditure in accordance with 
the recent stringent orders on the subject. These things should dispense with 
the necessity of increased taxation. And yet the taxation is to be increased. 
Why should it be so? Is it to meet the cost of the Afghan war, as the Gazette 
says, or to enable Government to do away altogether with the import duty on 
Europe cotton goods ? : 


The same culls out a few extracts from Sir John Strachey’s speech on the 
introduction of the Amended License-tax Bill, and 

Tries to prove that SirJohn makes observations to the effect that though the 
—? — — oe Finance Minister asserts that he did not commit 
sccorta that he never com- mistakes in the existing License-tax Act, yet he 
mitted any. has virtually admitted that he did commit them. 
The presentation of the Amended Bill shows that there 


were errors in the former law. 


The Yajddn Parast (55), the Loka Mitra (57), the A'rya Mitra (56), and 
Cian ou the Indian Spectator (1) of the 30th November 
io have bein famed ty th "condemn the order alleged to have been issued by 
authorities of the Elphinstone the authorities of the Elphinstone High School, that 
High School that the students the students should not sit in the eto with 
should pr 8 pee and stock- their native shoes but should wear boots and stockings. 
nore s The reasons given in condemuation are similar to 
those urged by the Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 24th ultimo, and noticed at some 
length in the last weekly report. 


The Yajddén Parast (55) of the 30th November, and the Broach Samdchér 

; (70) of the 27th idem, but received on the Ist 

Condemn the Factory Bill. December, condemn the Factory Bill for some of the 

reasons given by some of their native contemporaries, and noticed at some 
length in the last weekly report. 


The Satya Mitra (64) of the 30th November states that a report has appeared 

| in some of the newspapers that old and cracked 

_ Requests Government to rupees will not be received into Government trea- 
pare int a. For pie to _suries after 31st December 1879, and that @discount 
and to get them vecoined of two per cent. will be charged for such coin as may — 


be offered for payment at the treasuries up to that 


date. This report has created a panic in the markets and among the poor — 


people ee y- Many Mérwéri and other -money-changers have set to the 
work of collecting such coin at a large discount from the poor people particularly. 
The rupees bearing the effigy of William IV. and the Honourable East India 
Company’s Surat rupees are not freely exchanged. A large number of these 
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rupees is not only in the hands of merchants, but also of people of all classes 
throughout the country. The poorer classes of the mofussil cannot be expected 
to know of this order of Government, and they will be much inconvenienced 

strictly observing it. The best plan under the circumstances would be that 
Government should instruct its Treasury Officers to receive old and worn out 
coins whenever offered for payment, and should send them into the Mint for 
re-coinage. Such a course alone will save the public much trouble and loss. 


Municipalities. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 27th November, but received 
on the Ist December, approves of the alleged intention 
of the Municipality of that city to give up the town 
duties levied on articles of general consumption ; but. 


Advocates the imposition 
of a Municipal License-tax. 


disapproves of its proposal to levy a house-tax in lieu of them. It is quite. 


right, observes the Hitechchhu, to levy direct taxes in place of indirect ones ; but 
it would not do well to impose a house-tax. Many houses are in the possession 
of impoverished families, or poor widows, and if they are rated heavily, the 
owners would not be able to bear the burden. The best plan, under the circum- 
stances, would be to "ee a Municipal income-tax in leu of the town duties. 
A graduated scale would be acceptable, and there would be little trouble in the 
assessment work, as the imposition of the Imperial license-tax would yield all 
the information which might be required. (The Samsher Baéhddur (59) of the 
26th November, but received on the Ist December, in writing upon this subject, 
disapproves of the imposition of the house-tax, and requests the Corporation to 
devise some other indirect taxes. It also requests the Municipality to impose a 
tax on ecaste-dinners, marriages and other processions,) 


The Bombay Samdchdr (50) of the 1st December states that the fever 

| epidemic which has been raging in Gujarat, has 

Requests the Bombay appeared in Bombay. It seems to have settled in 
oe gan ” siya such localities as are inhabited by the Gujarati 
ye at 5 population, among whom some of the sufferers of 
Gujarat are living. The current season is a favorable 

time for the spread of this epidemic. Measles have also appeared and are 
committing havoc among children. It behoves the Municipality to adopt im- 


mediate measures for checking these epidemics. 


The Rast Goftdr (53) of the 30th November asks why so much delay has 
occurred in finishing the enquiry which is going on 


4 Ber wy ag gerade before the Works Committee of the Town Council re- 
fraud ‘1 the construction of garding the construction of the Malabér Hill reservoir. 
the Malabér Hill reservoir. The alleged fraud is said to be that an agreement 

was siiadle with the contractor of the reservoir that 
Siwri stone should be used in its construction, as it was strong and durable. 
After the completion ofthis reservoir, it was discovered that it was constructed 


of the excavated Malabér Hill stone. By this non-fulfilment of the contract, 


the Municipality has suffered severe losses. ‘The contractor has been paid for 


the more expensive Siwri stone; so much Malabdr Hill stone, as has been 
used for the reservoir, is a dead loss; and it is feared that the work is not strong 
enough. How did this happen when the work was constructed under the 
supervision of the Municipal Engineer? He, however, says that though the 
original agreement was for the Siwri stone, he was at liberty to change it, 
and he, therefore, permitted Malab4r Hill stone to be used ; and the contractor 
is to be paid accordingly on the settlement of his account. It is also said that 
the Committee appointed to examine the work has found that it is sufficiently 
strong. Moreover, it is asserted that in this business the Corporation has 
suffered a loss of upwards of fifty thousand rupees, and that Mr. Eesha, the 
Consulting Engineer, has reported that this has happened through a frand. 
The delay made in deciding upon this matter raises the fear that it may be 
hushed up. 3 
6nPp6—12 [con 631} 
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The Shiwdji (27) of the 21st November, in its local news, states that the a 
| in which third and fourth class passengers are treated 
Complains of the ill treat- at the Poona Railway Station during the time of 
ment of third ane Doe issuing tickets is disgraceful and discreditable to the 
Railway Station. Poons management of the @. I. P. Railway. Excepting the 
mail train the crowd of at the two trains, 
which start from Poona for Bombay, is so great that one ticket-issuer is not 
sufficient, and hence much confusion and annoyance isthe result. The vexation 
to passengers can be easily avoided by employing an additional ticket-issuer 
and it is to be hoped that this suggestion will be at once acted upon. ‘in, 
there is only one door for admitting these passengers on the latform the : 
station, and they are put to much trouble and inconvenience, which can be easily 
avoided by having an additional entrance. We trust, says the Shuodji, that 
Government will be pleased to direct its attention to the gross mismanagement : 
which prevails at the Poona Station. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
9th December 1879. 
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NATIVE PAPERS - 
For the Week ending 13th December 1879. 
LIST OF, NEWSPAPERS. 


No, Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. 
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_ — 
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ENouiss. 
*] -| The Indian Spectator .................. ...| Bombay ............, Weekly ... 
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ve 200 
» Suryodaya’.....se.csecereeeeereseeeeeeee| PDAMA........000006.| Weekly  ... $75 
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10 » Dnyénodaya ........+.+00-eeeeeeeeeeee) Bombay -...-......., Do. os - 
11 io) | ME ENN ss <p sc chbovehentsiddness Leeds ers ¢ cenedq, ~ Do. 1,390 
12 »  subodha NR eas Sg. coc: 
3 MARA’THI. 

13 | The Arunodaya..............:0 sseseeeeeees| Théma...........+..., Weekly 
14 io WOOT TNE Sec ised. .cccase.s.c5s505] Ratnagiri .........| Do. if 
15 3 Belgaum Samifchér .;..........s:s...| Belgaum............| Do. ad 300 
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,» Swadesh Mitra ...................++..-| Bombay ............| Tri-weekly... 600 
,, Sanmérg Darshak .....................| Mudhol ............) Weekly ...) 120 
yy, Dayan Sdgar .......0ccsseseceeeeeeseeee| KolhGpur ........| Do. - 125 
-,, Pandhari Writta .........se00e.......| Pandharpar- ......) Do 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Decean Star (2) of the 7th December, in its principal leader, says that 
the Parliament of England never granted tic 
DP ne oN arses ee a powers to those happy sons of England who have 
ged Praewewe & *“S come to rule over natives in this country. The East 
: | India Company never delegated such a power to Her 
Majesty the Queen, who would never have accepted such a gift, even if it had 
been left to her as a legacy. We are now approaching, says the Deccan Star, if 
we have not already approached, an era of despotism. The power of tyrannizin 
over innocent persons 4 not been sanctioned by law, but has been usurped. 
These words are harsh, but they are true nothwithstanding. We appeal for 
redress to the sense of justice which dominates in the heart of every Englishman. 
We have been informed that the police are displaying their rapacity and 
vindictiveness in the villages in the neighbourhood of Poona to an intolerable 
extent. On the 38rd instant some agriculturists came and told us that they 
(including men, women and children) had been taken to a lonely spot by the 
police, and made to sit without food or drink for four successive days and nights. 
The mothers wept with infants in their arms, and the infants cried for milk, but 
without avail. After the lapse of the period mentioned above, they were allowed 
to go; the wives and children of Kolis alone being detained in custody. When 
we asked them to give us further particulars, they replied that they had none to 
give, and desired us not to make a stir in the matter, lest they Soni receive 
further molestatien from the police. This statement coupled with the fact that 
about fifty men went last week to the Sessions Judge to seek for redress from 
police oppression, cannot be entirely a bundle of lies. The Sessions Judge is said 
to have told the complainants that the charges brought by them against the police 
were so very serious that he could not believe them, as if the police consisted of 
a set of men of extraordinary virtue. We cannot, says the Deccan Star, dis- 
believe what we have heard.. Here a comparison is instituted between the 
malpractices detailed above and the atrocities committed by Suraja Dowlah on 
certain Europeans in the Black Hole of Culcutta, and it is stated that in the 
present instance the enormities have been perpetrated bY the authorities who 
are the custodians of the lives of the people. The crime has been committed in 
the vicinity of the capital of the Deccan, a place where the good Peishwas once 
ruled, and which is still the seat of Government during the greater portion of 
the year. In conclusion, we cannot help observing, says the Deccan Star, that 
the high-handed policy which is now being pursued in the district of Poona will 
bring ruin on -Kunbis and Kolis. Suraja Dowlah connived at the atrocious 
conduct of his guard, and for this he was !evelled to the ground; but who is 
there to avenge in the present case? We hope the authorities concerned will 
sift this matter to the bottom. | 


The same, in another leading article, alludes to the address presented by 
the inhabitants of Delhi to His Excellency the Viceroy, 
Makes comments in con- and observes that although it was couched in ve 
nection with the address pre- flattering terms, it did not contain a particle of truth. 
sented to His Excellency the og oes : . ° 
Viceroy by the inhabitants of tis such addresses as these and varnished official 
Delhi. reports and glowing accounts in Anglo-Indian papers 
that keep our governors ignorant of what is passing 
in this vast peninsula. We have all along held, says the Deccan Star, that it is 
to ignorance of facts alone that we owe our state of helotism. The address in 
_question depicts in glowing terms the administration of Lord Lytton; it 
recounts the many services which His Excellency has done to the natives of 
India, and paints his career in such rich colours as to lead an outsider to suppose 
that India has heen little less than a paradise under his rule. We are entirely 
of a different opinion. The policy of Lord Lytton has been detrimental to the 
interests, both of England and India. The dacoities committed by Wasudew 
Balwant Fadke and the Supa disturbances were no doubt foolish aad unconsti- 
tutional modes of demonstration, but there was justification for them. = 
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The Indu Prakdsh (3) of the 8th December, in its principal leader, says that 
it has been often stated that, before the advent of the — 


Makes observations in English, anarchy prevailed in India, and that there 
ee ea rag _ ‘ee Wy 1; Was no security of life and property. Although we 
Edinburgh. are inclined, says the Indu Prakésh, to admit. the 

correctness of this statement to a certain extent, 
yet upon the whole it is very much exaggerated. The manifold benefits 
which this country has. derived from British rule, were, it is true, never 
experienced under former governments, and this representation is singe 
accurate with respect to education and locomotion, the advantages from whic 
have been clear and palpable. Here it is mentioned that the lecture recently 
delivered at Edinburgh by Dr. Hunter seems to have been prompted by a desire 
to reply to the animadversions of Mr. Bright on the shortcomings of the Indian 
administration. It would seem as if English officials have come to believe that 
the British Government is infallible, and that, therefore, every body should sing 
its praises and not depreciate it. We, however, consider the Indian adminis- 
tration to be human, and, therefore, subject to all the faults to which human 
institutions are liable, and it was to point them out that Mr. Bright delivered 
his oration. Dr. Hunter, although he pretended to speak with impartiality, is 
evidently an advocate of the Ministry, and his discourse was directed to the 
— of their policy. Lord Mayo, when he was Governor General, repeatedly . 
declared that the British Government had not redeemed any of the promises 
which it had given to the natives, and that the declaration that the British 
Government was always acting in the interests of the governed, was not true. 
He further added that if it was really the intention of the English rulers to 
attend to the well being of their subjects, it was absolutely necessary that they 
should spend less money on the governing classes, and more on the natives of 
the soil. Dr. Hunter cannot be unaware of these opinions of Lord Mayo, since, 
as a matter of fact, he has expressed his concurrence with them in the biography 
of that nobleman. We acknowledge with thankfulness and gratitude the many 
advantages which English rule has brought in its train, but at the same time we 
cannot help remarking that the tendency of our present rulers seems to be to 
undo the good which was done by their predecessors. This is evident from a 
variety of indications. The apathy of Government on the subject of education 
is now notorious. Notwithstanding the loyalty of the masses, the Vernacular 
Press has been gagged, and the people have been disarmed. The Civil Service 
is nominally open to natives, but the Guvernment has never kept the promises 
which it has frequently held out. Mr. Bright did not deserve condemnation for 
pointing out these blemishes in the British rule. It is the duty of our present 
administrators to set themselves to improve the administration as much 
‘as possible and to remove its defects, and not to be content with thé good which 
has been done in times past. In conclusion, allusion is made to the excessive 
costliness of Government, to the abolition of the import duty on cotton goods,— 
& measure conceived in the interests of the merchants of Manchester,—to the 
rigorous nature of the forest laws, to the oppression caused by the imposition of 
the license-tax, to the heaviness of the tax on salt and to other matters, and it 
is etated that it is to the rectification of these evils that the attention of the 
English public should be directed. We should not, says the Indu Prakdsh, 
allow ourselves to be deluded by the rosy view of the Indian administration 


given by Dr. Hunter, but should direct our attention to such ends as are 
calculated to improve the condition of the masses. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (5) of the 8th December, writing 


from Kalydn, complains that the Mdmlatddr of that 


Complains that the Mim- ‘Téluk ‘rig business in hi 
of ks Nin ‘holds his éluka continues transacting business in his office so 


, . late as eight or nine o’clock in the night, and hence 
isl very ‘™noonvenien’ those who have anything to do iit Whe are often 
| : kept pian woe: until that time, and are put to much 

_ inconvenience and trouble. This is particularly hard upon poor ryots, who are 
sometimes summoned from long distances to give evidence in criminal cases, 
and who have no place to live in the town. It would be well if the offici 


_ referred to were to take up criminal business at certain stated hours of the day. 
In every other respect the’ Mémlatdér is an unexceptionable Ufficer. - 
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A correspondent of the Mahdrashtra Mitra (7) of the 11th Desember, 


i writing from W4i, says that it is to be regretted that 
ae Sree the Deneen Ryots’ Relief Bill has been brought in}o 
Bin. ” force in great haste and without sufficient considera- 

tion of the consequences. The Subordinate Ju 
refuse to accept plaints involving claims of less than ten rupees. This is rather 
hard, and no game in those cases where the period of limitation is about to 
expire almost immediately. Besides, the immoveable pro , bullocks and 
— of agriculturists cannot be attached in execution, and the only things 
which can be taken up are ssi ges ornaments and utensils which it is im 
the power of debtors to con with the greatest ease. The correspondent, 
who is himself a money-lender, states from personal knowl that this is 
being actually done. Even imprisonment, by which indebted agriculturiste 
could have been brought to their senses, has been done away by this Act, and the 
sowkdérs have now no means of recovering their money. Hereafter they will 
refuse to lend money, except under the circumstances when the ryots aré willing 
specifically to pledge their immoveable property. It is to be hoped that Gov- 
ernment will adopt remedial measures without delay. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (8) of the 3rd December alludes to the conviction 

: of Wasudev Balvant Fadke, and says that in ing 

PI ge cl ‘son of Seutence, Mr. Newnham expressed his regret that the 
Wasudev Balvant Fadke. law did not permit him to pass a heavier sentence. 
We do not, says the Bodha Sudhékar, understand the 

object which the learned Judge had in making this observation, although its 
drift is not on. “Hae unintelligible. A little consideration, however, will show 
to any unprejudiced mind that the framers of the Penal Vode were men of 
superior understanding to Mr. Newnham, and it is, therefore, not right to cavil 
at them. Some journals in Bombay have heaped all kinds of opprobrious 
epithets on Wasudev; but the publication of his autobiography shows that he 
some sterling qualities. He must be classed with some of the best 
benefactors of mankind, but having directed his attention solely to one object, 
he lost his balance and became demented. His intentions were good, but the 
means by which he hoped to carry out his ideas were utterly unsuited to the times. 
Weare certain that those who esteem and applaud Washington will do the same 
in the case of Wasudev ; but the natives of India have lost all ideas of patriotism, 
and hence there is no one among them to appreciate him. Washington pursued 
a policy which was perfectly sndantsed by all his countrymen, but the plans 
of Wasudev were utterly unintelligible to his followers. The opinions which. 
Wasudev has aates.siie | with reference to the oppressiveness of the British rule 
are true to a certain extent, and it would be well if our governors were to profit 
by them ; but the appliances by which he expected to accomplish the deitiver- 
ance of his country were ill-conceived and ill-adapted. It does not do to rise 
against a government, simply because it is oppressive. Wasudey wished to 
establish a republican government, but the accomplishment of this object was 
no easy matter, unless all the peop were of the same mind with him. He 
waited: to follow in the footsteps of Shivaji, but the circumstances of those times 
were very different. The attempts of Wasudev to commit dacoities deserve 
condemnation, and he was rightly punished for them, and we are glad that in 
this matter he received no assistance from his countrymen. We do not agree 
with Mr. Newnham in the observation which he made on the occasion of passing 
sentence on Wasudev, as perhaps a severer punishment would have led others 
to follow his example, which is undesirable in the interests of the governors and 
the governed. We wish for the continuance of the British rule. | 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 7th December, in one of its principal leaders, 
Makes remarks inconnec- ®*Y8 that up to this time it was believed that Maharaja 
tion with the change of policy Scindia was employed in drilling his forces and in 
of Maharaja Scindia of improving the military capacities of his State, and this _ 
Gwalior. 3 was undoubtedly an ‘eeregriots occupation for a 
descendant of the great Mahddji Scindia. But pronsennne not being in 
accordance with the views of the powers that be, it is said that His Highness has 
. changed his plan, and is now engaged in improving the capabilities of his land 
and the commercial resources of his State. We are, says the Arwnodaya, 
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extremely glad at this change of policy, and feel certain that it will lead to the 
t 


increase of his fame. As the great Mahddji Scindia acquired the favour of 
his sovereign by freeing several parts of India from foreign yoke, and by add- 
ing them to the Mardtha dominions, so we have no doubt that the present 
Scindia will ingratiate himself with the paramount power by devoting 
himself tv mercantile and agricultural pursuits. The conduct of this Prince 
is regulated by the signs of the times, and this is much to be preferred to the 
conduct of those princes who remain satisfied with the exploits of their 
ancestors, and pass their lives in a state of inanity. Hereafter Maharaja Scindia 
will be counted among the most loyal of the loyal Princes of India. 


The same, in another leader, alludes to the defeat of the Russians by the 
Turcomans at Merv in Central Asia, and observes that 
‘a Makes remarks in connec- this ig a most extraordinary occurrence. Up to this 
ion with the defeat of the ,. ° ; : 
Tetsidead tes Ciedl hake: time it was an understood thing that all wisdom was 
concentrated in Kurope, and that every European was 
superior in every way to every Asiatic, but the event which has just happened 
would seem to give a shock to that belief. We have no doubt, says the Arunodaya, 
that this affair can be explained away, but after making every allowance, the fact 
remains that the Russians have been checked in their career by the Turcomans. 
At the same time we fully admit that the Russians are a great nation, and that 
if they once put forth their strength, they will carry every thing before them. 
In connection with this affair some Englishmen have remarked that Russia 
will become irritated, and will end by taking possession of Merv and ma 
ultimately approach the confines of Afghanistan, and thus the frontiers of the 
English and Russian dominions will be brought into close contact,—a consum- 
mation full of evil possibilities.: These considerations are undoubtedly entitled 
‘to some weight, but when once the whole of Afghanistan is brought st British 
rule, and Herat is annexed, the attempt of Russia to annoy England through 
India will prove utterly nugatory. Besides, it is not yet impossible to prevent 
the boundaries of the Russian and English dominions from sdaisine contigu- 
ous. We have no doubt that the Russians will make an endeavour to possess 
themselves of Merv, and we fear that the resistance which will be offered will 
prove of no avail. Under these circumstances it behoves the British Government 
to support the Turcomans in their attempt to defend Merv. Such a policy will 
make England popular with the Mahomedans, and will give a check to the 
advance of Russia, and thus prevent the boundary of the Russian Empire from 
approaching that of England. 


The same states that when Wasudev Balwant Fadke was brought from 


_ Poona to Thana, crowds of people had assembled at 
Comments on a certain the different railway stations to see him. Upon this 
remark of an English jour- ., _ . , 
naltak ub takbee. it was remarked in a Lahore journal that those people 
were disloyal, and that the inhabitants of Poona and its 
neighbourhood were dissatisfied with the British rule. Weare extremely amused, 
says the Arunodaya, with this inference. The fact that people assembled is 
undoubtedly true, but there is no justification for concluding that those people 
sympathised with Wasudev, or were actuated by a spirit of disloyalty to the 
British Government. They most likely came to see the man who had made 
so great a stir from motives of curiosity. Besides, there were many Europeans 
on the platforms of the various stations, who must have come there to satisfy 
their curiosity, and we have no doubt that the natives went there with the same 
object. We do not think it creditable to English journalists to make remarks 
calculated to throw doubt on the loyalty of natives. | 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 5th December apyreree generally of the changes 
r pe : mien in ne Kod icense-tax Dmengment Bill, and 
eee * observes that the exemptivn of persons earning less 
henry regain Amend- ‘than Rs.-250 per annum will give universal i 
tion. This tax was originally imposed to meet famine 
expenditure, and words having reference to this fact were inserted in the original 
Bill. We are, therefore, surprised, says the Shiwdji, at the proposal of Sir om 
Strachey to strike off those words from the new Bill. It is true that the | 
ceeds have been appropriated to purposes not originally contemplated, but calis 
38nP13—12 [con 634] 
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it be the intention of Government always to continue this practice, it would 
seem desirable to retain them. On this occasion we feel bound to advert to a 
certain shortcoming on the of Government. Although our governors 
have themselves admitted the extravagance which prevails in the various 

departments of Government, yet unfortunately no real efforts have been made 
to reduce expenditure. It 1s true that some reductions have been made in the 
Public Works Department, but no retrenchments have as yet been made in the 
other departments. This is very extraordinary. Reductions in the public 
charges are feasible everywhere. In conclusion, observations are made with 
reference to the exorbitant salaries paid to Europeans, and to the larger employ- 
ment of natives. These have been frequently reported. 


The Gujardt Mitra (49) of the 7th December approves of the proposal to 
construct a tramway between Surat and Bhagwddandi. 
Approves of the proposal ‘The estimate mude cs the Executive Engineer for con- 
to lay a tramway from Surat : ° : 
to Bhagvddéndi. structing this work, and a pontoon bridge at the latter 
place, is said to amount to a lacand eighteen thousand 
rupees, and this sum is not likely to be exceeded. If in the present straightened 
condition of the treasury, Government should hesitate to spare this amount, it 
is hoped that the cost of the undertaking will be divided between the Municipal 
treasury of Surat, the Local Fund of the district, and the B. B. & C. I. Railway 
Company. The outlay is sure to turn out profitable, as it will revive the trade 
of Surat, and will be advantageous to the Company. Since the closing of the 
mouth of the Tapti by the sand banks, the Oy trade of this place has been 
diverted to different parts of Kathidwdr which have grown rich by it. In 
laying the tramway a precaution needs to be taken that the line is raised two 
feet above the level of the surrounding country, in order to prevent its getting 
under water during the rains. This would cost about ten thousand rupees more 
than the estimate mentioned above, but being indispensable, the funds ought not 
to be grudged. | 


The Bombay Samdehér (50) of the 8th December, after observing that the 
. Factory Bill now lying before the Supreme Legislature 
Observes that there is nO is one of the results of the competition of the English 
need for the proposed Factory , , ‘ 
raat with the Indian mills, remarks that in passing a law 
of this nature, it ought to be ascertained whether it 
would improve the health of the factory labourers without injuring the important 
industry, which gives bread to a large number of the poor and middling classes. 
But the labourers themselves, their employers, and others who know them well, 
unanimously assert that the work done in factories does not injure the workmen’s 
health. They also allege that the proposed law would reduce their wages, and 
this diminution in their income would result in the deterioration of their condition. 
The authorities do not believe these statements, and are anxious to pass the law. 
But on considering which of the two parties are right, it seems that the former 
are correct, since their statements are based upon experience. The mill industry 
will also be injured by the proposed law. ‘The authorities themselves admit. 
that a little injury would be done, but observe that it ought to be submitted to 
for the preservation of the health ofthe labourers. Hence it seems that there 
is no need for enacting the proposed measure. However, those who entertain a 
different opinion oyght to show convincingly that the labour perfurmed by the 
factory workmen injures their health. 


The same, in another leader headed “ The obvious defects of the Factory 
Bill,” observes that if the proposed law is made 
applicable to the British territory alone, the mills and 
factories in the Native States will be able to compete 
on more easy terms than they do at present with similar concerns in British 
India. To remove this difficulty, it is necessary that the law should be made 
applicable to Native States as well; but such application as this would be a 
work of great trouble, and would create dissatisfaction, Again, Europeans 
would be appointed to decide whether the children employed in mills and 
factories are within the limit of the age fixed by law, but they will not be able 
to perform this work satisfactorily on account of their ignorance of the natives 
generally. There are also other defects in this measure. It behoves the 


Points out certain defects 
jn the Factory Bill. 


One 
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8 
authorities, therefore, to consider well whether there is any real necessity for 


passing it, and if it is, after all, to be enacted, every precaution should be taken 
to make it as little injurious as possible. 


The Jaéme Jamsed (51) of the 9th December, in again alluding to the 
Factory Bill, observes once more that there is no 
ae ofthe Factory need for this measure. The people of India have not 
asked for it, and it is to be enacted for the satisfaction 
of the selfish mill-owners of Manchester. The Bombay mills have made their 
workmen rich and happy without injuring their health. They work from 
morning till evening like other laborers, and enjoy the same amount of rest as 
others do, The workmen employed in the Manchester mills are said to be not 
able to work so long as the laborers in the Bombay mills. The reason of this 
is that, a very large number of the former are so much given to drinking that 
they are not able to spare sufficient money to feed themselves; while the 
Bombay laborers are not addicted to the same vice. In India workmen 
employed in some of the military and in most of the railway factories work 
from morning till evening. If they were prevented from doing this, they too 
would suffer. For this reason the Commander-in-Chief has expressed a wish that 
military factories should be exempted from the operation of the proposed 
measure. Several local Governments have also expressed an opinion that this 
law is not required for the territories within their charge. This shows that it 
is disliked in all quarters. It limits the working hours of children only ; but 
since men, women and children work together, it will stop the working of the 
mills after the children have ceased to work. It is, however, desirable that 
children of eight years should not be made to work as long as grown up men, 
but the same cannot be said of children of ten years and upwards. Their 
working hours ought not to be limited. If they too are prohibited from 
working as long as men and women work, the working of the mills will have to 
be stopped after they have ceased to work. 


The Akhbére Sowdagar (52) of the 13th December says that the Bombay 
| Government has at last taken possession of the fore- 
Observesthatinterestshould shore properties of the Mazagaon and the Coldba 


" “ os. cing 9g Land Companies. The contract for purchasing them 
° e Mazagaon an e te r . 
Colaba Land Companies from pede: comple d three months ago; but the legal advisers 


the date of the contract for Of Government made an unjustifiable delay in examin- 

the purchase of their pro. ing the title deeds. Government says that it will pay 

perties. interest on the purchase-money from the date of its 

taking possession of the properties, and not from the 

date on which the contract for purchase was eae ke. But since the delay in 

y rae occurred on account of the dilatoriness of the officers of Government, it 
oes not seem right to make the share-holders suffer for it. 


The Rast Goftdr (53) of the 7th December, in alluding to Lord Lytton’s 


: . assertion in his speech at the recent Delhi Darbar, 
PM omc that Lord Lytton that the eal mir te loyalty, calmness and commend- 
overpraised the loyalty of chin sett ep : EM 

the people of this country. patience exhibited by the people of India in 
meeting with the miseries of the late famine, deserve 

to be remembered with joy and pride, and that the catastrophe has strengthened 
the reciprocal love of the governors and the governed, observes that there is 
no doubt that Government has won the loyalty of the people by the adoption 
of measures for the mitigation of the miseries of that critical period. But it 
must not be forgotten that the unabated continuance of that loyalty depends 
on the continuation of a policy advantageous to the country. It is, however, 
doubtful if the people would remain as loyal as His Lordship thinks. He should 


be careful not to attach too much weight to the signs of loyalty shown by the le 
of Delhi. They are proverbial for using exaggerated lane ad th 


flown language, and it is doubtful if they are really as loyal as they pretend to 
be. It is to be regretted that one is obliged to, express this suspicion, although 


the mutual interests of the governors and the governed would require that it 
should not be expressed. - | i 
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The same, in alluding to His Lordship’s sentiments about the Afghan war 
: expressed in the above. speech, observes that the 
Ovserves that the Viceroy benefits derived from the successful carrying out of 
ought to make the whole the war are quite plain. His Lordship, however, did 
ritish Em pay for the > wrk h red i he ot ted 
cost of the Afghan war. not say when the conquered country wi evacua 
by the British troops. He has also og. inted the 
public in the matter of the war expenditure. Why does he allow it to be 
thrown on the Indian treasury, when he calls the war an Imperial concern ? 
The British Empire is made up of Great Britain and her other dependencies 
besides India, and, therefore, the cost of this war should be shared among them, 
if it be true that it has been waged in the interests of the whole Empire. His 
Lordship has earned praiseworthy credit by bringing this war to 4@ successful 
termination, and if he makes the whole of the British Empire contribute to meet _ 
its expenditure, the credit he has secured will be doubled. But if he fails, he 
will only earn discredit. 


The same, in a short leader headed ‘“‘‘A Viceregal confession,” observes that 
Lord Lytton has confessed that the much lauded | 

Observes that the Famine Famine Insurance Fund has been spent upon the 
sg og og Vom Afghan war. On the imposition of the license-tax, 
—_ .-d His Lordship pledged his word that not a single 
rupee of this fund would be devoted to other than 

famine purposes, but now the confession has been made that it has been spent 
upon the war, as was suspected by the people. The Rdst Goftdr also concurs 
with the Times of India, that the duty on salt has been reduced in the North- 
West Provinces at the cost of the Bombay Presidency, where the price of that 


necessary of life is so high as to: place it beyond the power of the poor to 
purchase it. 


The same, in alluding to the sentiments expressed by the Viceroy in the 
Goilties is enikicaae speech regarding the admission of natives into — 
expressed by the Viceroy at the Covenanted Civil Service, observes that Lord 
the recent Delhi Darbér Lytton said that so many difficulties stood in the way, 
about the admission of na- andso many claimants opposed the scheme, that had 
>t the Covenanted Civil Government. determined to throw the question aside, 
ervice. : 
the Afghan war would have furnished a good reason 
for doing so. But no other question has during the last three years received so 
much attention from Government as this. His Lordship need not have reminded 
the public of this. They knew well that His Lordship had-paid a great deal of 
attention to this important question, and had got a new law passed. But it is to 
be regretted that a strange fact has since then come to light. In the Despatch 
of the Government of India, dated the 2nd May 1878, published in a Parliament- 
ary Blue Book, Lord Lytton’s administration wished to close to the natives the 
door of competition for entrance into the Covenanted Civil Service. But fortun- 
ately for them, the Home Government refused to act on this ey and thus 
_ their right to appear at the competition has been preserved. The Rédst Goftdr 
then places in juxtaposition extracts from the — and from His Lordship’s 
pec of 25th November at Delhi on this subject, and observes that His 
Lordship cannot expect the Indian subjects of Her Imperial Majesty to place 
confidence in his sentiments when they are so opposed to each other. 


The same approves of the Factory Bill, but observes that it should be made 
applicable to every factory worked by a steam engine, 

RE sm evde a °" and in which fifty or more workmen are employed. 
irene The Bombay Government has approved of it; and 

hence it will be made applicable to this Presidency. But the other local Gov- 
ernments, though admitting the necessity of the measure, do not wish that it 
should be put into force within their respective jurisdictions. ‘The Bombay 
Mill-owners’ Association and some others properly take an objection to this 
distinction. The former suspect that Government wishes to enact the above- 
mentioned factory law as a concession to the mill-owners of Manchester, who 
are attempting hear’ and soul to injure the rising cotton industry of Bombay. 
Certainly, this cannot be the object of Government. Besides, the object of - 
excluding the other towns and cities from the operation of the proposed law is 
not quite intelligible. The Bombay Chamber of Commerce also. properly 


10 

wishes that it should be partied to all. ninagn in Indi, and unless this is done, 
the suspicion expressed by the Bombay mill-owners will not be removed. It 
is very strange that the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army and the 
Military Member of the Supreme Council desire that Government factories 
should be exempted from its operation, and that the railway factories also 
claim a similar ‘wnt evra So far the mill-owners’ complaint is right; but 
beyond it they should make no opposition to the Bill. Compared to the law 
enacted for the working classes of “ey may, the Factory Bill is very mild. It 
lays down the hours during which children should be employed, and ignores 
o 


er classes of workmen. In pity for the former, the rich mill-owners should . 


make no opposition to it. 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 7th December also notices Lord Lytton’s speech 
BY: _ at the recent Delhi Darbdér, and observes that His 
or ge gto ke Lordship has justly praised the people for exhibiting 
a courage and patience in the last two years’ famine, 
and the Government for adopting successful relief 
measures. The country was also rightly congratulated upon the disappearance 
of the catastrophe. However, it must not be forgotten that a large number of 
the people have not as yet recovered from the effects of the famine. The food 
grains and other articles are still sold at famine prices. His Lordship’s senti- 
ments about the disposal of the proceeds of the license-tax which was imposed 
to meet famine expenditure, are a repetition of the views expressed by Sir 
John Strachey on the introduction of the Amended License-tax Bill in the Legis- 
lative Council. And as the latter were commented upon at the time by the 
Loka Mitra, the comments need not be repeated here. Like Lord Beaconsfield’s 
Rep at Guildhall, Lord Lytton’s words at the Delhi Darbdr do not enlighten 
the public as to what policy is to be pursued in future in regard to Afghanistan. 
About the free admission of the natives into the Government service, His Lord- 
ship’s words do not also throw any new light on the subject. He says that 
Government has anxiously set itself to do this work, and leaves the results of 
the undertaking to take what shape they may. His Lordship further observes 
that the changes made in the duty on salt will be beneficial to all commercial 
towns and cities. This might be true of the localities in which the duty has 
been reduced, but in Bombay the price of this necessary of life has risen 
immensely. It is now four times dearer than it was befure. 


‘The same observes that fever has been raging so much in the Bombay 
Presidency, particularly in Gujarat, and mortality 
Requests Government to from it has been so great that it may not be inappro- 


ee an ee uae priate to call it an epidemic. Government does not 


raging in the Bombay Presi. 8eem to have adopted any measures to ascertain the 
dency. causes of this outbreak, which seems to have appeared 
3 from the use of bad food. It ought, therefore, to 
institute the necessary enquiries and to adopt remedial measures without delay. 
(The A’rya Mitra (56) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Samsher Bahddur (59) of the 3rd December, but received on the 8th, 
PLE et SOE in noticing the Amended License-tax Bill, observes that 
sion should be madein the ‘#@ taxing of annual incomes of one hundred rupees and 
Amended License-tax Bill upwards under the existing law was a mistake, and Sir 
for appointing private per- John Strachey has done well in exempting them. He 
sons to assist the assessing has thereby proved that Government. ine not hesitate 
= the appellate authori- +) correct its errors whenever they are discovered. One 
4 precaution, however, needs to be taken in the work of 
assessment. Under the existing law some persons have been over-assessed, not 
by the desire of Government, who would never commit such injustice, but by 
the over-zeal of individual officers. of Government, or by their receiving assist- 
ance from envious persons who give them false reports. ‘To prevent this, it 
behoves Government to make a provision in the Bill for appointing two respect- 
able native gentlemen as Assessors for assisting the Asssessing Officer, and two 
others to assist the appellate authority, They must be acquainted with the 
circumstances of the persons to. be assessed, and enjoy their confidence. — 
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The Nydya Prakdsh (68) of the 8th December notices the complaint which 


__ recently appeared in the Samsher that 
ann Pm gga even the Be-paid Government servants in the disp of 
pret; err sellaney thie Ahmedabad forcibly seize carts for their use. It may 

. not be objectionable to exact forced labor from cart- 
men for the exigencies of military service; but to force them to work during 
ordinary time and for ordinary purposes cannot be justifiable. It is, therefore, 
to be hoped that Government will be pleased to issue a stringent prohibition on 


the subject. 


Railways. 


The Din Bandhu (84) of the 9th December, in its loca] news, states that in the 

| train which left Wadi Station for Raichure at four in 

Complains of the matten- the noon on the 23rd November, there was a fourth 
ot gly bonnryperrs of the lass carriage, in which passengers were made to sit 
fort of third nad foarth clace @gainst their will, although it was full of horsedung. 
passengers. | The Railway a derives most of its income from 
native passengers, and it is, therefore, to be regretted 

that no attention is paid to their comfort. -It is the custom at Lanowli to 
confine third and fourth class passengers like sheep in a certain room, before 
admitting them on the platform of the station. Besides, this class of passengers 
are subjected to much needless cruelty for want of urinuls. It is to be hoped 


that the Railway authorities will adopt remedial measures without delay. 


The Gujardt Mitra.(49) of the 7th December suggests to the authorities of 
the B. B. & C. I. and other Railway Companies to 
: emis suggestions to the sive to merchants receipts for goods received for 
way authorities on the , ‘ oe 
subject of giving receipts. transit written on post cards. If this is done, the 
7 merchants will be saved the expense of half an anna 
which they incur for despatching each receipt to the consignees. The Railway 
authorities will be put to the trouble of buying the cards in large numbers and of 
recovering their cost from the consigners, but they will save the paper on which 
receipts are now written. Perhaps Government might not like the proposal 
as it would lead to a decrease in the income of the Postal Department. But 
there is little doubt that in the end it is advantageous to all parties to make every 
ossible concession to trade and commerce, and it is to be hoped that the 
ilway Companies will adopt the proposal. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
16th December 1879. 
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papers marked *° have eal given information as to the stapes of copies 
n these cases, an estimate has been made by the Reporter. 


‘§ 


" Polities and the Public Administration, 


The Indu Prakésh (8) of the 15th December in one of its pean, Begone 

“er ager says that the introduction of postal cards has been 

ference to postal cards. - VFy beneficial, but observes that their usefulness is 

much marred on account of an extra charge which the 

tal authorities make for the slightest infraction of the rules relating to them. 

or instance, according to the regulations the address should be written on one 

side and the contents on the other, and if this practice is not strictly observed — 

an extra charge of half an anna is recovered from the addressee. This is very 

hard, particularly as the regulation in question is not known to the innumerable 

persons who take advantage of this cheap mode of communication. Under 

these circumstances we would suggest, says the Indu Prakdsh, that this regula- 

tion should be printed in the different vernaculars of the: Presidency on the edge 
of the card in order to make it known to the public. 


The Native Opinion (4) of the 14th December alludes to the forthcoming 
marriages at Baroda, and says that general dissatis- 
PP cg Comments in con- faction prevails there with respect to the arrangements 
with the forthcoming . a 
marriages at Baroda. made by the Dewan. It is said that about three lacs 
of rupees have been set apart to meet the various 
charges incidental to these events, but in the opinion of competent persons this 
sum 1s utterly inadequate. It is also reported that the different Chiefs and 
Nobles of the Gaekwad are not treated with becoming courtesy by Rajah Sir 
T. Madhawraw, and hence they are not going to join in the approaching 
festivities. Besides all native gentlemen who had a right to an invitation have 
not been invited, and those who have received invitations have not been asked 
in an appropriate Hindu style. English gentlemen have been invited in large 
numbers and in the most pressing manner, and every care has been taken to 
attend to their wants and comfort. Half the sum which has been set apart 
to meet the cost of the marriage ceremonies is to be appropriated to the enter- 
tainment of European guests and the other half is to be devoted to the innumer- 
able expenses which are incidental to Hindu marriages. This will hardly 
suffice. ‘These and other complaints of a similar nature have reached us, says 
the Native Opinion. It is, therefore, to be hoped that the Minister and his 
coadjutors will see if there is any ground for them and take action accordingly. 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (5) of the 15th December alludes to the death of the 
notorious forger Govind Narayan Dowray in the City 
Pe ee Teneeee mm connec- Jail of Poona, and observes that it was caused by his 
eath of Govind ° 
Narayan Dowray. clothes being set on fire by a spark from a country 
cigarette which he was smoking. It is said that the 
occurrence did not attract notice until the man was seriously injured. This is 
very extraordinary, We cannot understand, says the Dnydn Prakdésh, why he 
was allowed to smoke at all and what the police peons on the premises could 
have been doing at the time. We earnestly hope that Government and the 
Police Superintendent of the District will institute strict enquiries as to how 
Dowray’s clothes took fire, and who is deserving of blame in this matter. 
The Suryodaya (6) of the 15th December says that it is reported that the 
Director of Public Instruction intends to stop the 
bs aon an gid 1 connec- allowances which are at present granted to vernacular © 
e salaries of ver- : on ) : : 
naculaé sshoel-shasters. school-masters in addition to their pay for passing 
their pupils, and from the funds so set free it is his 
intention to re-open schools which have been closed. This policy will ultimately 
prove disastrous to the cause of education. The vernacular masters as a class 
are ill paid in proportion to the work which they have to perform, and if under 
such circumstances their allowances are curtailed, they will lose all enthusiasm 
for the performance of their duties. It would be better to keep the existing 
schools in acondition of thorough efficiency rather than to decrease it by — 
increasing their number. It is-to be hoped that the ‘proposal will not be 
earried out. (Several Mardthi newspapers of this and last week express similar 
sentiments. ) iy : 
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The Poona Herald (11) of the 26th November in its local news states that 

sii : Pte wre Eger anual for ” restoration 

_ Makes remar conneo’ of the Wishrambag palace in Poona, and it is proposed. 

Wahsimbeg. rebuilding of +o have a chunam floor over the ground Baas. We 

do not Bg ve of this, says the Pouna Herald, and 

would prefer to have a one-storied building, for which there are ample funds. 

In the first place there will be the proceeds of the sale of the remains of the old 

palace which was burnt down, and besides we understand that the subscriptions 

which have been raised by the citizens of Poona will amount to a considerable 

sum. We hope that the Executive Engineer, Colonel Goodfellow, and Mr. 
Kirkham will see that our suggestion is carried out. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 14th December, in an article on Afghan affairs, 
at ae eee oe Pe ea pe ag St > cn Agger wot ay dns 5 
PRP affairs e e British officers in Cabul, it a that 
red obo ey Hassle hea been intriguing in the affairs - Afghan- 
istan for some years past. Although the papers have not been made public, 
yet it is quite clear from what has transpired that the declaration of the Russian 
Government that it would not in any way interfere in Afghan affairs is utterly 
unreliable. Besides itis said that the documents in question bear the signature 
of General Kaufman and hence there can be no reasonable doubt about the 
correctness of the surmise. Again it can be conclusively proved that it was by 
the advice of Russia that Shere Alli desired his officer to stop the progress of 
Sir Neville Chamberlain at Jumrud. All these facts are viewed with 
intense disgust by a portion of the English Press, which considers the conduct 
of Russia to be characterised by treachery even worse than that shown by the 
inhabitants of Cabul. It is no wonder if the Cabulese are a treacherous people, 
since they are ignorant Asiatics; but we consider, says the Arwnodaya, such 
conduct disgraceful in a civilised Government of civilised Europe. Other 
English newspapers say that although the Emperor of Russia is a European 
sovereign, yet he is by no means superior to an Asiatic and hence he richly 
deserves punishment for his nefarious acts. Again some English newspapers 
say that dies is nothing wrong in the duplicity of Russia, since her proceedings 
have only tended to benefit England and injure herself. This is apparent from 
her policy in Europe. The late war between Turkey and Russia resulted in 
England obtaining possession.of Cyprus. Similarly the interference of Russia 
in the affairs of Afghanistan has ended in that country being made a part and 
arcel of the British Empire. Under these circumstances we believe that 
ussia deserves praise instead of censure. At present the Christians appear to 
be the only wise and just people on earth, and we are, therefore, forced to admit 
that the extension of their sway over the habitable globe would be a thing 
desirable in itself. 


A correspondent of the Arunodaya of the 14th December says that a native 
ot thn ree laden with 1,100 faggots and 175 passengers 

PE nd gps ahpmnoaly ° started on the 30th of November from the 

° '  Jaygud Creek and anchored at the Wiwur Bunder in 
the territory of the Hubshi Chief on the evening of the following day. On the 2nd 
December it left Wiwur Bunder early at three in the morning, and after steerin 
for six miles was caught in a squall and suddenly upset. All. the individuals 
in the vessel, including the crew, were fast asleep when this occurrence happened. 
The confusion which ensued was indescribable. No assistance came until 
twelve o’clock, when two boats belonging to one Fadke, which were proceeding 
in the direction of Bombay, rescued the survivors. It is said that about sixty- 
six persons were drowned, among whom were the brother and child of the 
correspondent. It is reported that the Tindel, in order to prevent any obstruc- 
tion before starting from the Jaygud Creek, sent a man ahead to obtain a pass 
from the Custom House clerk that the ship contained only faggots and thirty | 
passengers, and that when the Customs peon came on accordingly to'hold _ 
an investigation, he was induced by means of a bribe to allow the ship to proceed. 
It is to be hoped that a strict enquiry will be made as to how this lamentable 
occurrence came to pass, and how the Tindel was permitted to carry a greater 
number of passengers than are allowed by law. i 
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The Shivaji (27) of 12th December alludes to the passing of the Deccan 
Ryots’ Relief Bill, and says that this Act will greatly 
. Makes remarks in connec- interfere with the operations of the Sowcars, and it is 
tion with the of the : . : ; 
Tedenits Ryote’ Relief Bill doubtful whether it will cause any improvement in 
the condition of the agriculturists. Owing to the 
obstructions of the law, the former will not: be able to carry on their money- 
lending transactions without serious risk and the latter will be the real sufferers. 
This is no mere conjecture but has actually come to pass since the Act has been 
brought into force. The Sowcars have already ceased to lend and it will not 
be long before Government becomes aware of what is happening. The time for 
the payment of the first instalment of the land revenue is approaching, and on 
that occasion an opportunity will arise for seeing the miserable plight into 
which the agriculturists have been brought. For relieving the poor it does not 
do to put difficulties in the way of the rich. This Act for the indebted 
agriculturists does not afford facilities to Sowcars to recover their out- 
standings, except in the case where the lands of the debtors are penny 
pledged ; but even here there is considerable danger if the property should, 
by the fraud of the owner, happen to be mortgaged more than once. The 
registration of mortgage bonds does not afford sufficient security, since the 
Registration office is under no obligation to disclose to the mortgagee whether 
the property to which the mortgage relates has been mortgaged before. It is 
true that the owners of immoveable property become liable to punishment if 
they should fraudulently mortgage the same property to different persons, but 
notwithstanding the fear of the law such cases are by no means of unfrequent 
occurrence. It would be well, therefore, if it was rendered obligatory on Regis- 
tration officers to inform the person registering a mortgage deed whether the 
property to which it relates has been mortgaged before. 


The Arya Warta (33) of the 13th December says that Government does 
ee | ROW give the same encouragement to the diffusion 
tion with educational matters, Of education as it did in the early days of the English 
rule. The fee rate in vernacular schools has been 
gradually increased until it isnow so high that the people cannot afford to pay it. 
It is stated that the allowances;which are drawn by vernacular school-masters 
are to be discontinued. If this be true, the condition of schools will deteriorate 
instead of improving. We earnestly hope, says the Arya Warta, that if it be 
really the intention of Government to encourage education, this retrograde 
policy may not be adopted. The vernacular school-masters deserve ever 
encouragement in their arduous work, but a reduction in their emoluments will 
damp their ardour. It is better to keep a few schools in a thoroughly sound — 
condition than to have a large number in an inefficient state. ; 


The Gangalahari (38) of the 5th December in its local news states that in 


the changes which have been made on the retirement 


Makes remarks about the of Shahuréo Bébé, the Mémlatdér of Kelwan, one Sanaf 
employment of a man of the h : 
nnine ot anal as been appointed to the lowest vacant post of Rs. 25. 
It is said that when this man was about three years 
ago employed in the office of the Head Accountant at Nasik some money order 
forms were stolen and it was suspected that he had a hand in the theft. Upon 
this Mr. Erskine, the then Collector of Nasik, ruled that the abovementioned 
erson should not be re-employed in any public office. Under these circumstances 
it would seem desirable to make an investigation into the correctness of the 
above statement. The present Collector of Nasik is evidently not aware of the 
order said to have been passed by Mr. Erskine. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 11th December, but received on 

the 15th, also disapproves of the order issued by the 

=— remarks onthe shoe )irector of Publie Instruction, that school boys should 
Nessa a not be allowed to sit in the class room with native 


shoes, but should sit barefooted if they cannot afford boots and stockings. The — 


observations made on this subject are expressed in a sarcastic tone, and it is 
remarked that as the country shoe-makers do not know how to make boots, they 
should be sent to Europe to learn the art. It is also observed that if orders 
continue to be issued in the present style, some officer of Government might — 
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one day issue an order that native females should wear gowns similar to those — 

worn by European ladies, as the native female dress appeared offensive to 
European eyes. . 

The same states that the wells in the city of Ahmedabad were constructed 

by the people of the locality in which they are situated 

gsr Po salt water by subscriptions. If a proper search is made, evidence 

the property of Government. 0 the above effect will be found ; and yet the officials 
of the City Survey have declared the wells containin 

saltish water to be the property of Government, and Mr. Borradaile has senpinted 

their contention. It is not known what justification there is for this declaration, 

but the people possess solid proof to the contrary. It is unaccountable how, 

under these circumstances, Mr. Borradaile can be considered deserving of the 


great honour done to him on his departure by the fawning Municipal Commis- 
sioners of the city. 


The same observes that the Factory Bill is the result of the selfish exertions 

the Of the mill-owners of Manchester to ruin the young 
eee er nnons on She and rising cotton industry of India, It will be 
" disadvantageous to the labourers as well as to the 
industry. When their working hours are reduced, they will earn less wages 
than they do now. The mills will turn out less work, and their proprietors will 
earn less profit, ultimately leading to their complete ruin. The factory labourers 
do not work for a longer time than other labourers, and there is, therefore, no 
justification why a reduction in the number of their working hours should be 
desired. Though Government may not be aware of the mischief it is doing, 
yet the same cannot be said of the parties who first thought of getting the law 
passed, and induced Government to do so by putting on the cloak of pity for 
the factory labourers. It is also not discreet to prohibit children of seven or 
eight years from doing light work in mills. They are made to work at that 
early age because their parents cannot afford to maintain them, and if they are 
prohibited from working they must necessarily suffer. (The Surya Prakash 


(47) of the 13th December, but received on the 15th, expresses somewhat similar 
sentiments. ) 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr of the 18th December complains 
that the petition of the Parsis to exempt them from 


Requests the Supreme the provisions of the Administrator General’s Act has 
ie a a sar ee not yet been granted by the Supreme Government. 


ni », He describes at some length the inconveniences ex- 
dminis r General 
pres wen. ; perienced and expenditure incurred, particularly by 
poor Parsis living in villages, in getting probates, and 
observes that in order to save trouble some of them give up the debts due to 
their deceased relatives. The writer hopes that no further delay will occur 
in conceding the exemption prayed for. 


The Rdst Goftdr (5 wan - 14th ph cg in 2 leading article notices 

r. Hunter's lecture at Edinburgh, and gratefull 
Beaty cntonttpuse: acknowledges all the benefits and blessings conferred 
ous benefits on India, but on India by the British rule; but observes in the next 


observes that the latter day Jeader that the Doctor has not taken any notice of 
licy of the former is undo- 


the change of policy which has been recently adopted. 
eo Nobody would far deny that England th done a 
great deal of good to this country ; but that the imperial policy is undoing the 
benefits ahbicote | conferred is a question in which many important State 
questions are involved. ‘There can be no doubt that the just, impartial, and 
merciful policy which England hitherto pursued has been changed in regard to 
several matters. For instance in questions affecting Indian finance and taxation; 
in the administration of justice ; in legislation; in the admission of natives to a 

articipation in the- Government of their country ; in matters relating to the 
liberty of the press and of public associations ; and about the rights and privi- 
leges of native princes, it is to be regretted that signs are showing themselves 
that Government is distrustful of the loyalty of its subjects, and that the people 
are dissatisfied with the British rule. ‘The London Times finds fault with those 
3nP20—12 [con 641] 
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who raise these questions; but they are as much the well-wishers of England 
and India as Dr. Hunter. They earnestly hope that the benefits conferred in 
times past should continue. 


The Yajdén Parast (55) of the 14th December, in noticing the fact that the 
ere Bombay Chamber of Commerce is as yet undecided 
Precis = Bt amended 43 to the shape of the protest to be made against the 
magaeassc iz amended Licence Tax Bill, observes that the people 
of this city wish for a tax which should be open to as little objection as possible. 
The Bill taxes trades and salaried classes, but ye ay persons who live upon 
landed properties. This exemption is not just, and they ought to be brought 
under the operation of this tax. There is no reason why the limit of taxation 
should be Rs. 250 in the case of tradesmen, when the same is fixed at Rs. 1,200 
in the case of professional men and Government servants. For both the same 
limit should be fixed. The power given by the Bill to the Collectors to assess 
and realize the tax is objectionable, and some alteration should be made in it. 
A memorial embodying the above views ought to be sent from Bombay. (The 
Arya’ Mitra (56) of the same date also expresses similar sentiments.) | 


The Loka Mitra (57) of the 14th December is concerned to find that no 
telegraphic messages have been received within the 
Requests the Press Com- last fortnight from the Press Commissioner about the 
ae tehtanahin amas, Hoek events occuring in Afghanistan. At the commence- 
the events occurring in Af. Ment of the war more than one message was received 
ghanistan to newspapers. from him daily, but of late sometimes a week passes 
without. information being given. The cause of this 
silence is incomprehensible. It is true that no important events are occurring 
now, and that accounts of those which are occurring are received from newspaper 
correspondents. But authoritative accounts furnished by a public functionary 
are more reassuring than communications from correspondents, and hence it 
is to be hoped that the Press Commissiener will continue to send messages as 
before. 3 


The same, in alluding to the remarks of Mr. Bryce on the administration 

of Sir Richard Temple delivered at the meeting of 

Makes remarks on the the Bombay Chamber of Commerce of Tuesday last 
absence of His Excellency the “haglr : ? 
Governor from Bombay. observes that it is to be regretted that the views of 
His Excellency on the Licence Tax are similar to 

those of Sir John Strachey, but for all that the animadversions of Mr. Bryce 
are unjustifiable. Atthe same time Sir Richard Temple’s constant absence from 
Bombay is undesirable in the public interests, and to a certain extent incapacitates 
him from conducting the administration properly. It also prevents the Presi- 
dency from receiving the full benefit of his great ability. The Deccan still 
continues to suffer ln the evil of dacoities and Gujardt from fever. His 
coadjutors in the Government may not have failed in adopting proper precaution- 
ary measures, but he himself would certainly do much more than they have 


done. His Excellency’s kind and instructive speeches on public occasions have 
also been much missed of late. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (68) of the 15th December, after enumerating some 
of.the benefits conferred by the British rule, notices 
ene ae eee the remark made by Dr. W. Hunter in his recent 
Ra Ry "speech at Edinburgh that the British Government is 
liable to err, as well as the observation of the late 

lamented Lord Mayo, that the Government has not fulfilled all the promises it 
has given to the natives. The Nydya Prakdsh then alludes to the abolition of 
the import duty on cotton goods, and to the imposition of a new tax to make 
up the deficit so caused ; to the race distinction observed in bestowing favours in 
the administration of the country ; to the injuries caused by the forest laws; to 
the inattention of Government to higher education; to the disarming of the 
civil population and to their defenceless condition; to the passing of the 
Vernacular Press Act; and to the new rules for the admission of natives into 


the civil service; and regrets that the policy of Government is detrimental to 
the best interests of the country. tisha 


fi , 


8 
Almost all the Gujardti papers of this week 


congratulate the Viceroy 
the failure of the attempt made by an East Indian 

oumees the Viceroy named Desa to assassinate His Excellency, and 
maar wcrstie express thanks to the Almighty for averting this 


national calamity. 
Municipalities. 


The Bombay ste riganee 8 of ns Ee 8th es - ag ing to the fire 

| .. which occu on the night of the 16th instant in - 

of Bonbay is cliear ie Pinjéri Lane in Bombay, observes that this lane is 
of cotton and bamboo workers surrounded on all sides by shops and ware-houses 
from the Pinjéri Moholé containing large quantities of valuable goods of 
nee Ce eee different kinds. In its neighbourhood are several 
shops containing large quantities of kerosine oil and gun-powder, and on its 
northern and western sides there are innumerable shops owned by sellers of 
cloth. Under such circumstances it is not safe to let pinjdris (carders of cotton) 
live with large quantities of carded or uncarded cotton in their houses. It is 
equally dangerous to let bamboo workers reside in the neighbourhood. In the 
same line a similar fire occurred afew years ago. It is desirable, therefore, 
that the carders and the bamboo workers should be removed from that exng fi 
e 


and care should be taken to allow very little kerosine oil to be stored in t 
neighbouring shops. 


The same observes that the usual delay occurred at the abovementioned 

fire in the arrival of the engines. Generally half an 

Makes suggestions on the hour or more elapses from the commencement of a 

extinguishing of fires. fire before the engines arrive, and another half hour 

is consumed before it is set working. To obviate 

these inconveniences the Samdchdar recommends that telegraphic communication 

should be made between the different parts of the Island. This subject re- 

ceived some consideration from the Corporation a short time ago, but nothing 

practical has resulted from it. The Municipality is, therefore, requested to 
make such connections, and to increase the number of fire-engines. 


A correspondent of the Satya Mitra of the 14th December states that 


_ the Municipality of the town of Belgaum hitherto 

P a re gang hh Posey levied one rupee upon every cart which brought cloth 
oar of Belem: ' Of any kind or value, and exacted no duty on cloth 
on the heads of porters. Oflate the Corporation has 

commenced to levy one per cent on the value of the cloth whether brought in 
carts or as head-loads. This change, at a time when all things have become 
very dear, is sure to reduce the trade of Belgaum. The Corporation has also 


increased the duty on firewood, and has made this article of universal consumption 
dearer than before, 


Railways. 


The Gujérat Mitra (49) of the 14th December observes that in the report 


accompanying the half-yearly account of the B. B. & 
Requests Government not (©, J. Railway ending the 30th June 1879, it is 


to sanction an increase in the : : ; 
geod whicd elas ae remarked that the reduction of the third class passen- 


of the B. B. & C. I. Railway. gF fare from three to two and a half pies per mile, has 

resulted in an increase in the number of this class of 
passengers, but there has been no increase in the general passenger traffic. Since 
the decrease in the fare many persons who to travel in the second now 
go in the third class. This observation, remarks the Mitra, raises the fear that 
an attempt might be made to increase the reduced fare; but should one be 


made, Government should not allow it, owing to the impoverished condition of 
the country. | 


A correspondent of the same is thankful to the B. B. & C. I. Railway for 

: building dharmshalés and wells at several stations 
for the convenience of passengers, but observes that 
no such conveniences are to be found at Béajuva 


Makes tions to the 
B. B. & C, i Railway. 
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near Baroda. At this station about are booked ev , 
and about one hundred and fifty on Beg’ Breen, and Kartik full ites = 


and yet there bey one room - the nee math se myer in gle 
consequence is that t > pesieaners ve to wait for the arriv trains 

to ‘the vicissitudes of the weather. There are six hundred dealers in the three 
towns of Koyali, Sokhd4 and Chhéni, which are in the neighbourhood of this 
station. They bring goods of the value of thousands of rupees and then cart 
them to their destination at great expense. Ifa siding is made at Badjuva and 
goods are brought and despatched from it, the arrangement will prove advan- 
tageous to the dealers as well as to the Company. A shed is now being erected 
at this station for the convenience of passengers, but it is too small, The writer 
requests the attention of Mr. Duxbury to this important subject. 


Native States. 


The Gujardt Mitra ) of the 14th December gives great credit to 

r. Trimbakréi Warajréi, the acting Subhé of the 

_ Recommends that the act- Nowsari Mahal of the Gaekwad’s territory, for dis- 
Wy — re — _— charging his duties conscientiously and thereby 
seeseah’ post. on ay benefiting the ryots. The people of the Mahl praise 
him for his calm judgment and impartiality, and trust 

that he will be continued in his present office. The Mitra hopes that the Dewdn 
and the Governor General’s Agent will see fit to let Mr. Trimbakrdi remain at 


Nowsari for some time longer. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (50) of the 18th December states 
that the Bhils of the Kadi, Mesdna, Pétan Wijhur and 
_ Complains that’ robbers Sidhpur Pargands of the Gaekwadi State have again 
infest the Géekwéd’s villages taken to highway robbery. They ride fleet horses 
on the railway between ; 4 < 
Ahmedabad and Palanpur.  “ressed like the sowars in the State service and 
carry rifles orsmall guns. Personating the Gaekwddi 
troopers they compel travellers to show them the contents of their baggage, in 
order to ascertain if any dutiable articles are carried, and under this pretext 
they rob whatever they can get. If caught by the Gaeckwédi police their 
relations in the service of the officials help them to effect their escape. It is 
also stated that on the railway between Ahmedabad and Palanpur there 
are some stations in the Gaekwadi Yew beyond the British village of 
Uwarsad, and there the Bhil Kolis engaged to carry the luggage of passengers 
run away with it, and the injured individals do not get redress from the 
authorities. 


The Jame Jamsed (51) of the 15th December states, on the authority of a 
| | correspondent, that for some time past some persons 
. a pe ga have been trying to establish a press and to start a 
a newspaper in Baroda, but the Dewan has thwarted 
them in their good purpose by proposing harsh condi- 
tions. He calls upon the person asking his permission to give security for 
five thousand rupees, and to bind himself not to write against the administration 
of the Baroda State and its officers, and not to discuss British politics, and to 
publish such articles only as will be approved of by him (the Dewan). ‘There 
are many other harsh conditions to which submission is required as a sine gud non 
for getting the permission. It does not become the learned and able Dewan, * 
who is so very desirous of general progress, that he should raise such objections © 
in the way of starting newspapers, which are the instruments of spreading 
education and enlightenment. He ought to imitate the Raja of Dhringadra, 
who, being desirous of improving his administration, has established a state — 
press at a cost of ten thousand rupees, and intends to start a newspaper. (Tho | 
Nydya Prakdsh (68) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments. 
The Samsher Bhdédédur (59) of the 10th December, but received on the 15th, 
also severly censures the Dewan for proposing harsh conditions for permission 
to start a newspaper or a periodical.) ) et 
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The Samsher Bahadur (59) of the 10th December, but received on the 15th, 


states that Lalu Umed, the agent of the Shrawak 
Finds fault with certain community at the Shetrunja Hill, is being tried in the 


employés of the Péliténa state oourt of the Magistrate at. Pélitdna. accused 
wae a tanga uct had en the services of Mr. Pranl4l Bhogidds, a 


Pleader of the District Court of Ahmedabad, to make 
his defence. The latter telegraphed to the Magistra 


te that he was coming and 
begged him to pores the case for a few ape. 


Notwithstanding this, the 
hearing was concluded before the appearance of the Wakil. No decision has, 


however, been given, though a fortnight has elapsed since the case was heard. 
The Samsher also states that a mounted messenger of the Shrawaks, who was 
proceeding from Péliténa to Bhavnagar, was waylaid and attacked by some 
sepoys of the darbar in order to get from him the letter which he carried. 
Government is requested to enquire into the truth of this charge, 


G. W. KURKARAY, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
23rd December 1879. 


BOMBAY ; PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT ORNTRAL PRAM, 
aR . 


vee Se 


 Spgeee poe ge. eae ae oh tape Ft, . / A - : 
le. rs a ; : 4 bie or ee “ts ‘ as, =. ' - ; : 
; ee ites - : “ : ad F a e¢ « a y te hee ¢ se 2 3 a. f. ~ . a * J s ‘2 5 i a ) 
*? 4 ‘ ‘ ; ‘4 +. - * a o ™ a . : *. 
eo ‘i ‘ . ; » r a a +. : * ° r ~ & oe + 
$  . te Ape) J at ¥ . >}. ‘ +! sgt i o is . ¢ : ro 3 : « : , 
od mibiegort meta tie Te Phoreson ett Fidaeesres fae! | 
aoe : ™ , al fats eid a * , ~ ,. ’ ; - 
y x im . 
a - * ; =" f - oe . 9 e a“ , “es 
DPA 4: ath Cease A ace a o> ee | ‘oe , ; 
ERAS 3% oe Ae Pe aRM aR PP PIB E J is + A . RJ , 
e , vs — 7" “ : 
a ie FPN By ss >? & é ; Ps Fe tee un wo By ‘ é ar ‘2 - : ‘ 
‘ r ye ia ’ i a . 
& » ¢ + . ‘4 ' 4 ar * 
te a « ee * 6) ~ é me: ; "ae © 
. : : ‘ ye a 
’ 
3 ee ’ 
: ae a . ‘ f i 
t a . é.3 . m Z * 
1 2 > 
; fe. . » 5 
< : ; . 
¥ 7 e ’ , : 
. ‘ 
Z — P ’ ° 
¢ ote 4 >. 
4 ° 
a ; : ‘ - ’ . “a ] 4 
; > es 3 . > i é 
iret J 
; , . j 
| 
: — 
gas , . P : ’ 
. - 
> 
7 
‘ 
; j : . 
-_ ’ 
‘ ; 
. . 
— > . 
‘ 
. 
. 
> 
: 
= 
4 
. 


. 
7 
* 
2 
’ 
an. 
ts ned is 
- 
Rue 
° 
} 
* 
a . 
3 
- 
: 
V8 7 
yu 
2” 
aes | 
: — 
« 
; . 
ee ? - 
‘“.. - } 
oe o>: 
ie oy Bit, « J : i 
acs a 5 
4 - st 
ke ae a rae 
Pash oe 
J ie ; | : 
. . 
. 
‘ 
>> 
7 
* 
“ ; | 
‘ 
2 
a “ ; 
a 
s 
' 
- \ 
| : 
% , 
RA 


Ct Crete my 
4a" ¥ 
ce cs hah OS aE Ms ee 3 mae’ 
| : by . 


Pearse t | | 
i + x ‘ * . 


m 
» . | 
2 é | | 
Fy 
. 
; 
4 
‘ iam 5S ae ite E a ~ hay rer ens wore re Ay heh et ding + Mbp oly ‘ . a ‘ - 


, 


2 r . ve {% oe ee fe : " ' f ‘a 3 | : | 
: : ae Le AE a ARE OF id Oe Sate SAR ae 8S a Raid. «A ; ee a 


[CON FIDENTIAL.] 


REPORT 
NATIVE “PAPERS 
For the Week ending 27th December 187 9. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No, 


*21 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


3? 


' The Indu Prak&sh 


> 


>) 


ENGLISH. 


| The Indian Spectator ..,.........6....005. 


Deccan Star ............000. 
ANGLO-MARA‘THI. 
Native Opinion siecAasesgsecgndesoccces 
Dny&n Prak&sh | 
CP NEEE Sic 5ibe0ccceccstboudedecs cones 
Mahérashtra Mitra Botieace: 
BOGMS HMGNOKGS.. ..ccccccrsaccsscccecs 
Dnyén Chakshu... 
BIR VOOUITG ic ksi ccdesatescepereccesss 
POODR Herald ..)..0s.csessoccsesvecess: 
Subodha Patrik& .........ss.cecceeeee 
Mara THI. 
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MEE obs chpictees cvearesveccese 
Belgaum BURGE Srvessccccccessses 
FRFOTE PHIM cess Ub ivecevescccccesens 
UTE, PHAM soc occcrcccccccvessvcees 
Kalpataru ..:.........+.. skp biiaaioset 
Khaéndesh Waibhaw ............+4. 
I NIE. ges cccscbacesoscssese ces 
PEE FUMIE Ven ccstesccescosseevenees. 
Hitechchhu 
ENTE TIE 5. cccccveccacssccovess 
Dhérwar Writta ..........s0sssseree 
Nagar Sam&chér ..........s0se.000s- 
RE, ois. sbicdsticrdadgnninaass 
Swadesh Mitra .......cccccceserseeees 
Sanm4rg Darshak .......,.0+0.s000000. 
Dnyin Sagar ......cccccsrecsereecsevers 
Pandhari Writta 
Vengurla Writta ......scccsereserees. 
Ba MIRE ots: ississceccnieborenss 


eoe Weeseteeeeeeeeereeeseese 


weeceee cee COCeeeeeesie 


Vile, ENE So idssscicivenisapiie ees 


‘Jalgaon Samfchér iecbnenn battakoannel 
Vasai Samachar. 
RRS PRR ORO RET FRET 
Gangé ee ee 


eeeeeeeSe@eoeeeee eee gee 


, Nibandha M&I6.....eccsssessvevsssvees] 
NP 27-12 (oon ~) 


wae 


‘a " q 
Dhérwér...........21 
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Bombay . 
ilng aks 


Bombay .......4.... 
Do. 
ite 
ROM insta iseind, 
PAIR i ccstescsesces 
Do. 
FOOMR cicvccccadcescs 
Poona..... 


Bombay ............ 


ROMs isascscessed 
Ratnfgiri ......... 
Belgaum............ 
Ahmednagar ...... 
op RP ES AIG 
Shol4pur 
PPT. Nass usdsics 
TROMER, socnciess vives 
Ratnégiri ......... 
PRED <iZsceccesnens 
Dhérwér..........4. 
Ahmednagar ...... 


Peedi iit. ccsckess 
Bombay aoa as 
pe SS Be aera 
Kolhapur .......... 


Pandharpur ......| 


Dhulia 
Poona...cccce: ea eer 


Jalgaon ............ 
Bassein 


peeeteene 


Nail. eee 


Weekly... 
Do. ae 
Bi-weekly ... 
Weekly... 
Do. ape 
Do. on 
Do, oo’ 


Do. wa 
Do. ‘a 
Do. 


Tri-weekly ‘5 
Weekly 


. 


tt 


50 | i, 
‘61 
ae 
ee eee 
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cme 
65 
“oi. 


67 | ,, Gujarét Saméchér .................. Surat ....0+...+1y.+.| Weekly 
7 Re Nydya EEN EEE, PEON | SURES Psat (fe 
*69 | yA ‘Swadesh alates as ae Broagn .,,.....::. ; Do. 
70 .| ,, Broach Samachér.......-.. par “Seas ee Do, oe 
Ue BA “> “Osseo aa aR eae: € - “T aeearmieninS Gate . “Sexaren 
78 | ,, Dnyén Wardhak .............. ...../ Bombay.......,,..., Monthly 
We L . . Bwadedh WH oo..0.. apc. -ase:. PT cass, Do. os 
74 | » . A'vya Dharma Prak4sh ...... ses MS assess ees. Do. ee 
a ee Ee ca Coopers Wee St dist oa i 
me » Swatantrata ..... OS TOPs @ aR Ra Do. ‘ 
“#77 |°,, Wepér Patriké .............. cou Ga Daily | 
|. |  Canarzsz. 
78 The Chandrodaya .. dae ceivija cess iaccsej vers MOMMER sil.) sesecec, WOME pe 
| oe Hinpusta‘nt. eas | | 
79 | ‘The Kushful I occicpeccchci; suns] MAARE sosescmoneesl- 0G. 
os Pursian, | : 
- 80 ‘the Mofurrohul ig me a scacca | MOONE =) ace: | ‘Do. ‘se 
am ESP Rag IIe PM SR ea oe - 


The Gujarat Mitra 


- Kaira Wartama4n.. 


a Sér Poke sedehch-y- Gaseous 
Wiwidha ~— Wisthe —sisciccss ass 


Satya Prakésh .....0....c6..ccseeeees 


Satya Mitra 


ANGto-GUJARA'TI. 


The Surya PrakAgh ......0bivvicdesecscees 


PE 6 oo vi kiccs cies chaeech vende 
GUJARA'TH. 


Bombay SamAchfr...... 
Jéme. Jamsed TE TSO 
Akhbére — hic SRD 
SE NOE i cukconssceecawhcrenseeunes 
P4rsi Punch ....... 


eeepeeeeereeeeeee 


Yajddn Parast ............seeessessee, 


BN Bi isan as cca ipacbiens 


I se ite 


Deshi Mitra cepeeppe > 
Samsher Bah4dur ..............ssee0:- 
Ahmedabad Saméchér .,..,,.,,..-++- 
Broach Wartaman oy eee Sadana 
Niti Prakésh.......,......000++. ‘civics 
Satya Mitra . 
D&tardun ....,,.....,.. SF uiaas a ore d cis 
Ka4side Si wcnbat ‘Gatiaie con wines 


eee eee ere egpe treet Peer eseeeres 
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Monthly 


Do. 
Do. 


Fortnightly. . 
Tri-weekly... 


Weekly 


Weekly 
Do, 


Weekly 


.| Daily 


Do. 
Do. 


..| Weekly 
: 


Do. 


Do. 


Tris Weekly... 


“‘ a The various poticps have been epllected iden differen; heads, reer are privied | in ‘okdion } 
< waged and the number of the Newspaper in the list-at the 
ta‘dfter the name. 
ed * have not given information as to the number of copies 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indian Spectator (1) of the 21st December says that there are at 


present two Lord Lyttons in India. For instance, 
_ Makes remarks in connec- there is Lord Lytton the tyrannical, haughty, 
tion with Lord Lytton’s blundering and sensitive Viceroy with a j by his 
dy Pl gery of the + ae be ae 9: John Strachey: 
jkumar College at Ajmir. ide who goes by the name of Sir John & ; 
and there is- Lord Lytton the scholar, philosopher, 
poet, the man of generous thoughts and deep sympathies towards natives. We 
were reminded, says the Indian Spectator, of the lattor picture when we read 
His Excellency’s address to the young students of the Rajkumar College at 
Ajmir. It was a noble speech, genial in its tone, hearty in its sympathy, well 
meaning and sound. We cannot however help wishing that His Lordship would 
sometimes remember his own philosophy and cling more to his own convictions. 
After quoting from the speech in question, the Spectator observes that His 
Lordship has seldom convinced the public that his administration was based on 
a knowledge of the history of the Indian people. We have had, on the contrary, 
says the Spectator, a series of acts and measures which have entirely ignored 
native habits and traditions. The curtailment of the Doorga Pooja holidays is 
an instance in point. We entirely approve of Lord Lytton’s advice to the 
young Rajkumars, that they should always have warm sympathy and affection 
for those of their countrymen who have not enjoyed the same educational 
advantages which they have themselves. 


The Indu Prakdsh (8) of the 22nd December in one of its leading articles 
says that a short time ago it was stated in various 

the thence orations shout Mardthi journals that the unfortunate illness of the 
Kolhépur. ; Mahérdja of Kolhdpur was caused by the treatment to 
which he was subjected by his Kdrbhdri, and Govern- 

ment was urgently solicited to direct its attention to this matter; but it 1s to 
be regretted that no notice seems to have been taken of this suggestion. 
Perhaps the deputation of His Excellency the Governor on important business 
elsewhere may have prevented him from attending to this subject ; but as he is 
now in Bombay, it is to be hoped that he will order an investigation to be 
made as to the condition of the Mahdrdja without delay. In the Mahdrashira 
Mitra of the 18th December, published at Sétéra, there is an account given of 
' the Mahdraja’s state, which, considering the neighbourhood of that station to 
Mahableshvar, and the facilities which exist for obtaining information, must be 
substantially correct. It is clear from that account that the Mahdrdja’s health 
is in a critical condition, and we therefore earnestly hope, says the Indu Prakash, 
that Government will not lose a moment in taking action. 


_A correspondent of the same says that a short time ago Mr. Parsharam 

Wishnu Yogi, the Government Pleader at Nasik, was 

Makes comments in con- arguing an appeal before Mr. Hosking, the Assistant 

ary sag with a certainremark Judge of that station, and in the course of his argument 
So al ng ttl 4 ae Sg ked that the | t had decided th 

be fore the Assistant Judge at remarke a @ lower court 0a ecl e e case 

Nasik. on the evidence of a Mahar. . In dwelling upon this 


point, he observed that if an Englishman, who cannot 


be said to be intimately acquainted with the people of India, had believed the, 
evidence of a Mahdr in preference to that of other witnesses, there would have 
been nothing unnatural, but it was certainly extraordinary that a native judge, 
who must be presumed to be thoroughly conversant with the manners and 
customs of the country, should have acted similarly. “We fail to see, says the 
correspondent, anything in the above remark to which exception could be | 
justly taken, but Mr. Hosking thought otherwise. The remark in question was — 
not intended as a reflection on Englishmen, but was merely a statement of — 
an existing fact. Englishmen do not mix with natives, but live entirely apart — 


from them, and it is therefore no wonder if they are not as well acquainted with 


the manners and customs of the country as the natives themselves. A little | 
- consideration also would have shown Mr. Hosking that Mr. Yogi’s contention 


was not unreasonable. In delivering his judgment however the Assistant Jud 


commented strongly on Mr. Yogi’s argument that Englishmen were ignorant of a a 
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lishmen. Mr. 
osking seemed to understand from this that Mr. Yogi consi natives to 
be wiser than Europeans, and hence became angry arid desired him to desist 
from speaking. Mr. Yogi was very much hurt at this, and while in the act of 
sitting down said in an audible voice that he had often pleaded befgre English 
judges, but had fortunately never been subjected to this kind of treatment. 


The Native Opinion (4) of yo 21st December in an article on n 
affairs, after giving a narrative of the events which 
nsttbarean Stgune affairs, nave hap aed within the last fortnight, continues— 
| ‘* although General Roberts seems to have temporarily 
lost his hold over Kabul, yet we have no doubt that we shall soon hime of 
his success and of his having established his complete ascendancy in that 
city. The enemy has no artillery and therefore is not formidable, and besides 
the force under General Roberts is sufficiently large for all requirements. 
There is also plenty of ammunition for p of war, and the supply of pro- 
visions and forage is ample; under these circumstances there is no ground for 
apprehending danger even if reinforcements from India do not reach him in 
time. We are, however, surprised that our contemporary the Bombay Gazette 
should have begun to abuse the Government of India, the moment it was known 
that the position of the army of General Roberts was somewhat in a critical 
condition. A short time ago we declared that we did not approve of the severe 
treatment to which the inhabitants of Kabul were subjected, and then the 
Bombay Gazette advocated that every opportunity should be taken to inflict 
terrible retribution on them for their treachery ; but our contemporary has now 
veen the error of his ways and has come round to see the justness of our views. 
In the first place there was no justification for declaring war against Afghanistan 
and it was also opposed to the interests of India; but when it broke out, our 
contemporary encouraged the Viceroy in his policy, and suggested that the 
country of the Afghans should be annexed to the British dominions as far as 
Herat. When however the first indication of disaster ap , the Bombay 
Gazette at once pronounced His Excellency unfit for his high position. It is 
impossible to say when this journal may alter its tone.” 


The same gives the programme of the festivities at Baroda, and observes 
ape that there ap to be good reasons for dissatisfac- 

ee a a ns. tion. It would seem that no efforts have been 
wend ' “* *" to make the European guesta comfortable, but we 
“¥ regret, says the Native Opinion, that no mention is 
made in the programme about what is due to Rdjas, Chiefs, and other native 
dignitaries. There is also nothing said about presents to Brahmans, which 
are usually distributed on marriage occasions, and nothing is said about 
feeding them. It appears as if the entertainments were intended only for white 
Brahmans, and that the claims of dark Brahmans for a participation in the 
general jollity have been ignored. This is undoubtedly in keeping with the 
signs of the times; but it is to be hoped that the Dewan and his mans Bi will 
y some little attention to the murmurs of the native public. There is grum- 
bling because the marri are those of Hindu Princes professing the Flindu 
faith, When Mahérdja Dulep Singh was married, no complaint of any kind 


was made. | 
The same in another article observes that the celebrity which this ooantry | 
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they fail to take notice of the fact that the interest of the capital 
spent in the construction of these railways 

ngland. We do not consider the traffic on railways and the consumption of 
European goods to be any measure of the prosperity of the inhabitants of India, 
because the commerce of this country isin the hands of foreigners and the 
indigenous trades and arts are things of the past. Even some E 
officials have come to believe that the people of India are being impoverished, 
and that they are not cote tet as is represented, but for this unfortunate state 
of things they assign mischievous reasons which prevent the adoption of proper 
remedial measures. ‘They allege that the poverty of India and the recurrence 
of famines are attributable to its over-population. It is likely that this idea 
may take possession of the minds of the Famine Commissioners and may influence 
Government in its policy, and we therefore deem it our duty to prove its falsity. 
It is stated that since the advent of the English, trang ity has reigned in 
India, and this circumstance added to the progress of sanitation has contributed 
to bring about an increase in the population of the country. We are unable to 
attach any importance to this argument. In the first place no accurate data 
exists for ascertaining the population of India at different periods, and hence it 
is difficult to say whether there has been any increase in the number of the 
people. Again, it cannot be said that India has been tranquil except since the 
annexation of the Punjab, and before that time wars were yearly occurrences, 
In the Mutiny the destruction of human life must have been incalculable. 
Since then the ravages of cholera, fever, and other diseases have been terrific 
on different occasions and have carried away innumerable souls. Besides the 
Disarming Act has prevented the people from defending themselves against the 
attacks of wild animals, and this must be considered as an important item in the 
increase of mortality. The occurrence of famines has been pretty frequent since. 
1860, and has resulted in depopulating entire provinces, partly through the in- 
attention of Government. Upon the whole there is no justification for saying 
that the population of India has increased under British rule, and we, therefore, 
earnestly hope that the Famine Commissioners will deeply consider this ques- 
tion before they suggest any remedial measures. 


The Dnydn Prakash (5) of the 22nd December in its principal leader says 
) that it is to be hoped that Government will not make 
any delay in the appointment of the special judge and 
his assistant as required by the Deccan Ryots Relief 
! Act, inasmuch as much confusion is likely to ensue 
from the want of a central controlling authority. It is true that the parties can 

peal to the District Court or the High Court, but owing to the expensiveneas 
of this process. and the uncertainty of the result, they would rather suffer loss 
than resort to it. According to Clause II. of Section VII., a suit cannot be 
decided without the evidence of the defendant. This provision will, of course, 
compel agriculturists to leave their fields when their presence is = ‘Te- 
quired there. In order to obviate this difficulty, the Honourable Mr. flope 


suggested that twelve new courts of sub-judges should be established or that | 


the existing courts should be made itinerant. We do not see any reason, says 

the Dnydn Prakdsh, why the latter scheme should not be carried out at once, 

pectoulaly as the creation of additional courts has been deferred till 
ay next. ) eee : 
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A correspondent of the same, writing from Bhiwndi in the Thana Collecto- ' 


ne ite rate, says that sanction has been given to the erection 
Ig Fag aa 9 a of a new school-house in this town, and it is pro 

school-house at Bhiwadi. 0 build it beyond the Lendi Bridge. This situation 

: is extremely inconvenient, as it is outside the town 
and far from the populated parts. ._The school is attended by little children, and 
it would not be right to expect them to walk a mile or two every day in order 
to attend it. If the scheme of erecting the building in the local xed upon 
is persisted in, the attendance in the school will decline and the people will send 
their children to indigenous schools. It is to be hoped that the Collector will 
select some eligible site in the midst of the town. 


The Maharashtra Mitra (7) of the 18th December in one of its leading 


articles says that the health of the Mahdrdja of 
Bhs Bee Reg: aed isije of Kolhapur has not only not improved since he went to 
Kolbépur. Mahdbleshvar, but has positively deteriorated since he 
went to that station. He is not allowed to talk to 
any of his servants. A place has Seen assigned to His Highness in the hall of 
the bungalow where he resides, and he generally sits there alone. The guard 
sits outside in a corner, The door’is set with glass panes through whieh the 
guard keeps an eye over the behaviour and doings of the Prince. Ifthe guard 
ever speaks to the Prince, he is at once taken to task for it by the K4arbhéri 
(Mahddewrdo Barwe). The Prince has no other person besides this Karbhari 
to whom he can state his mind and miserable con titiées and it is well known 
that the Karbhdri is not well disposed to the Prince. The Prince has no one 
near him for whom he has any liking and his relations are not ullowed any 
intercourse with him. We are at a loss to know, says the Maharashtra Mitra, 
how this will all end. The Prince never asks for any fruit or dress. He puts 
on any dress which the Karbhéri commands him to wear. He often rises from 
his dinner without eating and at night avoids it altogether. The Karbhari 
professes to be most assiduous in his attention to his master. If Dr. Murphy 
wishes the Prince to take medicine thrice a day, the Karbhari is anxious to give 
it him six times a day and prays for his early recovery. Notwithstanding, 
the Prince is getting leaner; he is daily losing flesh. When he goes out for a 
walk, he raises his feet only because he has boots on. He begins to perspire 
in less than eight or ten minutes, and this circumstance is very extraordinary in 
a station like Mahdbleshvar. The Prince when out walking keeps to the edge 
of the road. When the members of his party are speaking and enjoying them- 
selves, he has never been known even to smile. Upon the whole his condition 
is extremely critical, and it is to be hoped that Colonel Parr will lose no time in 
finding out the truth and in taking action accordingly. 


The Arunodaya (13) of the 21st December refers to the long and rapid 


marches of Sir Richard Temple in Afghanistan and 

a Ege ng Ri ei * elsewhere, and. observes that there were some officials 
Temple's paladertaasthinil. like him in the early days of the British rule, and it 
was for that reason that it became firmly rooted in the 

country. Some English journalists blame His Excellency for neglecting his 
legitimate duties and for attending to other work in order to slohin tes Viceroy, | 
but we do not « with them in their disapprobation, says the Arunodaya. 
It may be that Sir Richard Temple may be aiming at the Governor Generalship, 
and it is for that reason that he may have undertaken to superintend the on. 
struction of the railwayto Kandahar, but this ambition is perfectly laudable an 
there is no reason to find fault with him on that score. In another C 


“however, His Excellency’s prodigious peregrinations are open, it is said, to\serious 


objection. Notwithstanding his constant absence from head quarters the work 
of Government goes on smoothly. This shows that he is alone capable of per- 
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forming the work of the Governor General and the various provincial Governors. 
This is a serious evil according to English newspapers, but we think otherwise, 

says the Arunodaya. A little consideration will show that there is now no 

necessity for having so many provincial Governors as there was in the 
when the British rule was not firmly established. The work of government is 
now stereotyped. We therefore hail with joy any measure which will result im 
the reduction of the public charges. This policy ought also to meet with the 


approval of English journals, which profess to be animated by a desire to do 
good to India. 


A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (14) of the 22nd December says that 

: the management of the post office in the town of 

Rg aw . ost Office at = atndgiri is unsatisfactory. The post from the north 
Ratndgiri. arrives between eleven and twelve, yet the letters are 
not distributed until the evening. Such a delay never 
occurred under former post-masters. In their time letters were invariably 
delivered in the town about an hour after their arrival, and persons who went to 
the post office itself got their letters in quarter of an hour, whereas now they are 
kept waiting for more than an hour. Again great difficulty is experienced in 
obtaining not-paid and registered letters. In fact the utmost confusion prevails 
in the matter of the delivery of letters. The postal clerks also do not seem to 
be up in their work and the post master himself is said to be ignorant of Marathi. 
These deficiencies have given rise to much mischief. It is to be hoped that the 
Inspecting Post Master, who is soon to visit this station, will institute a thorough 


enquiry into the above charges and take action which may be necessary or 
desirable. 


A correspondent of the Satya Sadan (2U) of the 20th December says 
: that Réo Bahadur Anandrdo Bhaskarji, a First Class 
Complains that Réo Bahé- Magistrate in Alibég, is in the habit of using harsh 
mend ag oss peo eget vaeq Language to accused persons. In a certain case which 
men one wee gecently came before him, he took the side of the 
complainant and told the accused to come to some 
understanding: with him, atid observed in a threatening tone that if this 
suggestion was not acted upon he (the magistrate) would sentence the accused 
to seven years’ imprisonment. JHe also told the accused to furnish to the 
complainant such legal documents as may be in his possession. This conduct 
is extremely unbecoming in a judicial officer, and it is to be hoped that the 
higher authorities will take proper notice of it. 


The Shivaji (27) of the 19th December in one of its leading articles alludes 
cecil og. 00 the labours of the Duxana Prize Committee, and 
the Desana Prize Committee, ODServes that although the subjects for composition 
are as difficult this year as in previous years, yet the 

value of the prizes has been reduced by half. This is perhaps indicative of what 
will come to pass and it may be that the Committee will soon cease to exist. 
The Director of Public Instruction is not renowned for increasing the import- 
ance of his department, but is noted for doing away with or reducing existing 
establishments. The Marathi reading public 1s not sufficiently large or wealthy 
to give support to the authors of new works, and ifthe little encouragement 
which is now afforded to them is withdrawn, the publication of good books will 
be a thing of the past. We donot think it right, says the Shivdji, to abolish 
this Committee until the taste for reading books becomes pretty widely diffused. 
Besides we do not see any justification for diverting funds which were origi- 
nally intended to encourage Brahmanical learning. It is to be hoped that the 
Director of Public Instruction and Government will deeply consider this question 
before they arrive at a final determination. ) 


The Hitechchhu of Ahmedabad of the 18th December, but received on the 

| 22nd, makes mqeone on the subject of reductions | 
ions for re- in the educational expenditure of this presidency. It 
auctions in the educational ig said that about a third of the total sum assigned to 
dency. education is spent upon inspection, and this is certainly 
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deal of the time of the Deputy Educational Inspect 
Inspectors. If this kind of useless corresponden 
the services of the deputies will be available for gen 


. 


appointment of Europeans as Educational Inspec . They 
necessarily require some time to learn the vernacular langu ng that 
period the examination of schools is anything but sati . They also 


require large salaries. If the native Graduates of the University are appointed | 


to these posts, they will be content with smaller salaries, and will do the exami- 
nation and inspection work equally satisfactorily. Their appointments will, 
moreover, be quite in the spirit of the new rules for the appointment of natives 
to posts now held by Europeans. If Government do not think it right to 
remove the present incumbents from their posts, it should at least abolish the 
Inspectorship of the North-Eastern Division, which was created without due 
cause, and the work might be divided between the Inspectors of the Northern 
and Central Divisions. 


The same, in noticing Dr. Hunter’s lecture at Edinburgh, observes that 

: the lecturer appears to have come forward at the 

Besser gcormogye yi inspiration of the Conservatives, for the purpose of 
berglk’ etka: “tae - replying to Mr. Bright’s animadversions. @ Doc- 
tor’s discourse is altogether one-sided. He has shown 


_ the bright side of the British administration, about which there is no difference 


of opinion. The Liberals rightly assert that the question at issue is, not what 
advantages have been conferred upon India by the British rule in times past, 
but what is the present policy of Government ? How do Englishmen act 
towards natives, and what shape will their policy assume hereafter? Though 
it is an incontrovertible fact that Englishmen have conferred many benefits 
upon India, it cannot be said that they have done all this through purely 
disinterested motives. ‘This is a sufficient reply to Dr. Hunter's observations. 
The new Press Act, which has deprived the native Press of the liberty of speech ; 
the License Tax Act ; the famine administration ; the Afghan war ; and the tricks 
practised in regard to the Civil Service question; will exhibit the policy of the 

resent day, which is far different from the wise measures of the statesmen of 
ormer days. It cannot be believed that the British Government will annex 


- Afghanistan ; but if it really meditates such a step, Lord Beaconsfield’s foreign 


policy may be said to have outstripped the bounds of wisdom. The British 
Government has no right to annex that country because her people are bar- 
barous. Unless a change is made in this respect, the future is not likely to be 


different from the past. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (50) of the 23rd December, after pointing out some 
of the defects of the narrow guage railways, observes 
that the Indian authorities thought that these railways 
would prove of great service in times of famine and 
war, and under this belief they. ordered the construc- 
tion of such lines, and neglected canal irrigation. But the Deccan famine which 
continued for three successive years, has shewn that they were not equal to the 
requirements of the temporarily heavy traffic. The Afghan war has; proved 
that the old railways can with some difficulty do the work of conveying 
war materials, but those on the narrow gauge are a complete failure. Large 
uantities of provisions, powder and shot, warm clothing, of which the forces in 
hanistan are in sad want, are lying at the terminus of the broad guage railway 
where the narrow guage begins, and the latter is unable to carry them to 
the front with sufficient — The same observation applies to the conveyance 
of baggage animals. It beh 
ion of the narrow 18 pret 
o be hoped that they will correct the mistake which has been made. 
The same of the 24th December contradicts the 
tobi wat Ne > _. eos! in a public speech, 


- 


Observes that the narrow 
dl cadena proved a 
lure. 


E observes that -a 
aN P 27-12 (cox 649) } 


oves the authorities, therefore, to reconsider the . 
guage after the conclusion of the present war; and it is 


assertion made by 
ler Secretary of State for India, 
that no anxiety need be entertained 
satialaciory. about the financial condition of India, The Samdchdr 
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respective dominions, But all these hopes have ended in disappoint 


ment; and yet the authorities have adopted no remedial measures. It seems 

robable that until pesnre ty bry unexpected turns up, India must continue to 
lies annually a sum ranging between three and four krors of ru The whole 
cost of the Afghan war has also been thrown upon her. ides it seoms from 
the present state of things that there is little prospect of its soon coming to a 
close. The charges incidental to it threaten to be something very heavy. The 
current revenue being found insufficient to meet them, the Government has 
increased several old taxes and have also imposed new ones. For some time 
past the agriculture and commerce of the country have been far from prospérous, 
and the people find themselves placed in circumstances in which they are unable 
to bear the present heavy taxation. These circumstances show that the financial 
condition of India is far from satisfactory. No objection however can be taken 
to Mr. Stanhope’s assertion to the con , if it was meant simply to restore 
confidence and if steps are being taken to improve the finances. 


The Jdme Jamsed (51) of the 27th December states that before the Mutiny 

of 1857 chappatees were circulated from village to 

States that a paper con- village, and since then if anything is taken from place 
Heese, es arya ae to © place enquiries are tanmedintely made as to what it 
viene ‘n Central India. is. At present a paper is being carried from oor 
to village in Central India. It bears words to the 

effect that he who carries it from one place to another will achieve religious 


merit and will be blessed by Indra, the principal deity of the Hindu pantheon. 


The Rédst Goftdr (53) of the 21st December, in alluding to Dr. Hunter's 
second lecture, observes that the sentiments expressed 
yrs pe a in it support the complaint that England has omitted 
o> tae “6 to do several things for India. There is no doubt that 
the British Government has hitherto adopted a policy 
which showed confidence in its subjects, and hence the natives were contented 
and loyal. But Dr. Hunter does not deny that of late the policy of Gov- 
ernment has changed ; that the governors have no confidence in the governed, 
and that the natives are growing more and more dissatisfied. The Viceroy and 
the various Governors speak to the masses in sweet words; but their acts shew 
that they justly or unjustly entertain in their minds suspicions about the loyalty 
of the ruled. On the other hand, the native subjects and princes trumpet in 
congratulatory addresses their own great loyalty, but inwardly they are dis- 
contented with the existing state of things. From a fear of the new Press Act, 
native pewmnepers do not express the real feelings of the people, and try to be 
oleae to Government. But the Rdst Goftdr, aware of its duty, fearlessly 
lays fore it the sad picture. The reasons for this unsatisfactory condition of 
things are to be found in the solution of the question—“ what England has not 
done for India,” and Dr. Hunter has not dealt with this subject as he ought. 


The same, in giving an extract from the abovementioned lecture, observes 
: that Dr. Hunter recommends that, if England is re- 
Says that England ought solved to act honestly with India, she should concede 
a = Si ge to the latter more political rights and a representative 
pore soap representative council and other institutions. This recommendation 
- gouncil and other institutions. ought to receive the best attention of the authorities. 
og The true moral of the Doctor’s recommendation is that 

the privileges alread sniores by the people have been nominal and worthless, 


and that he wishes to do more than to give merely empty pro 
The Indian Legislative Councils have become a farce, and it is to be hoped 1 
the proposed representative council will not share the same fate. ‘ 
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The sam< after giving extracts from the despatch of the Government 
pelle dia to the Secretary of State and the latter’s 1 
Condemns the opinion ex- about closing the competitive examinations for t 
— by Lord Lytton that Indian Civil Service to natives, observes that it is a 
for the civil service should be Very fortunate thing that Lord Cranbrook not only 
closed to the natives of India. did not accept the Viceroy’s recommendation, but. 
actually disapproved of it. Lord Lytton has made lon 
speeches about the rights of natives, but when the above narrow views are mre 
in juxtaposition with them, they appear like a stain on the character of the 
affable and courteous Viceroy. 


The same, in noticing Mr. Vesuvdla’s poetical work entitled ‘‘ Courting the 

8 use,” observes that on the whole the young poet’s 

PB sags eee a descriptive powers are of ahigh charater; but he has 
aa tidy Chaceibaanind in the piece headed “ True Indian opinion” exposed 
his own ignorance. He has made such a fierce attack 

on the English rulers, that had itbeen published in any of the vernacular languages 
it would have been at once noticed owing to the existence of the new Press Act. 
Though it cannot be said that al] the sentiments expressed are false, yet it is not 
only t ry rege written but seems disloyal. The Indian Government is not 


faultless, but there is no administration which has not some faults. What 


Rd 


_ kind of rule bad India before the arrival of Englishmen? Is there a better 


Government than that of England in Europe itselt? ‘Though Englishmen have 
some defects; they have also many good qualities. For how many things is the 
world indebted to England, and how much inferior are the natives of India to 
Englishmen ? Had the young poet properly considered the above questions, 
he would not have made this attack upon Englishmen. Some of his sentiments 
are right, but he could have expressed them without making use of abusive 
language. The English rule is beneficial to India, and it was never expected 
that a Parsi writer would condemn it. 


The Samsher Béhddur (59) of the 17th December, but received on the 

: 22nd, in noticing the Factory Bul, observes that Lord 
wate pproves of the Factory J vtton had at the commencement of his administra- 
: tion raised great hopes among the people that His 
Lordship’s régime would be beneficial to them. But the subsequent acts of His. 
Lordship’s administration being encroachments on their liberty, wealth, and 
even happiness, those hopes have been disappointed and the people have 
become very sad. The goge ine of the native Press; the declaration of the war 
with Afghanistan; the abolition of the import duty on Europe cotton goods— 
@ measure conceived in the interests of the mill-owners of Manchester; the 
diversion of the famine insurance fund to the carrying on of the murderous 
Afghén war,—all these acts have been performed under His Lordship’s régime. 
There can then be no wonder that under such an administration the Manchester 
mill-owners should succeed in getting the Factory Bill passed, by which a shock 
will be given to the rising cotton industry of India. The Government is aware | 
that the people of India are poor, thut its trade and commerce are much 
depressed, and that numbers ofits people are starving. A Commission was 
appointed to suggest retrenchments in the State expenditure. The country 
must remain in this depressed condition so long as she has no other than 
agricultural pursuits for the maintenance of her sons. Hence it is to be 
extremely regretted that Government intend to stifle the young and rising 
cotton industry by enacting the factory law. In support of the proposed 
measure it is asserted that the factory labourers—men, women, and children — 
are overworked and their health is undermined. But impartial witnesses 
assert that the labourers are not an oppressed class, and that the labouring 
classes generally evince an anxiety to secure mill work in preference to every 
other kind of work. If the factory labourers are consulted as to: what they 
think of their work, they are sure to express their preference. The factory law 
would only reduce their wages. If, in spite of these facts, Government were to 
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injustice which would result in the benefit of 
the Manchester mill-owners and in the ruin of the cotton industry and the 
labourers en in it. In conclusion, the Samsher a hope that the 
Bombay mill-owners will make a timely and reipeliied=prohant against the 
proposed law. 

The same expatiates u os the value pom of — food as ne ene 8- 
| able necessary of life, a check to mortality from famines 
Bags a of the exorbitant 6d cholera, and laments that the Indian Government 

. has made it so dear as to place it almost beyond the 
reach of the poor. In Bombay it is sold at two annus per pdili, and in Surat ata 
rupee and a quarter per maund. Government has already taken on of 
the salt pans of all India, except those of Kathidwdd. The Political Agent of 
that province has recentl concluded new treaties with the Thdékors of Bhav- 
nagar, Dhrangadra and Limri for giving over the salt pans in their respective 
States to the British Government. It is to be regretted that Kaéthidwdd also 
will henceforth suffer from a scarcity of salt. 


The same, in noticing the Ronen attacks made by the Bombay Gazette 

on the inhabitants of the Deccan for their disloyalty, 

Hopes that the Bombay observes that the charge is not corroborated by facts, 
esa ie agp that in? and that they need not be afraid of harm being done 
Ped will B sscagpe hr cea to them from the ravings of that journal, which how-. 
| ever has done a service to India. There can be no 
doubt that the people are dissatisfied, and the Samsher would gladly impress 
this fact on the mind of the rulers, but it does not possess sufficient influence to 
achieve this desirable object. The Gazette possesses influence, and its procla- 
mation of the fact is sure to attract the attention of Englishmen. ‘The people 
might not be aware of the entire policy of Government, but some of its unjust 
acts must attract their attention. They know that the land tax is very heavy, 
and that Government has disarmed the people and exposed them to the — 
murderous attacks of the wild beasts. Again, when a handful of strangers rule 
millions and the latter are dissatisfied, one of two deductions must be made: 
either that the people are so foolish as not to appreciate the benefits derived 
from the‘rule ; or that the rulers do not know how to rule well. The first infer- 
ence cannot be right, as the people say from experience that the rule:s do not 
understand in what their happiness consists, and, therefore, do not secure it for 
them. The Gazette’s voice will no doubt attract the attention of Vanity Fair, 
which advises Englishmen to act justly towards India for fear that she may lose 

her. 


enact the law, it would commit an i 


The Broach Samdchdr (70) of the 18th and 25th December observes that 
since the appointment of Réo Sdheb Motildl as the 


Observes that Mr. Motilél, City Police Inspector of Broach, crimes have increased 


the City Police I rof ; 
- nice chouht be teesferrcjd i8 that town. There are several gangs of gamblers, 


which carry on their vocation on the road leading to 
— the sates station and on other public roads, a 
strip the unwary passengers of all that they have. The people of the quarters 
in which these gangs carry on their nefarious work are well acquainted with 
them, and yet the police does not know their whereabouts. It is said that the 
policemen of those quarters encourage them. The inability of the police to put 
down this crime is owing to the inefficiency of Mr. Motil4], who has been too 
long in one place and who should therefore be transfered to another station. 


The same states that gangs of thieves £0 about at night in the Parsiwdda 
and other thickly populated parts of the town of 


States that gangs of thieves , 
ssden cheek ok tale ie Vs Broach: The Bhange watchmen wake up and warn 


Sole ok Mile house-owners as the gangs are moving about. How 
is it then that the policemen going on their rounds do 
not apprehend any of then? The attention of the police is requested to this 


subject. 
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; were ordered not for ir 
private use, but he was in‘ that as the articles were brough' 
way on payment of hire, they became liable to the payment of m1 
prrabey  Medhs. Hogg unjust, since the goods were intended for privat ean 
and not for trade. e attention of the Corporation is requested to the above, _ 

- and justice is solicited. eae 


‘ae : |  @. W. KURKARAY, 


: Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, | : 

Office of the Reporter on the Native Preas, — 
19th December 1879. : } 
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